From:
To:
Viz:

Subj:'

Ref':

Iincl:

1. (U) In accordance with references (a) through (d),

ik
w

HEADQUARTERS
varine Aircraft Group 15
1st Marine Aircraft Wing
FPO, San Francisco 96602

Commanding O0fficer

Commancant of the lfarine Corps

(1) Commanding General, Task Force Delta
(2) Commanding General, First Marine Aircraft ing
(3) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

DECLASSIFIED

3/EJA/wjm
5750
03428072
6 Qct 72

Command Chronology for the Period 1 September to 30 Seplember 1972

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(1)

MCO 575041

FMFPacO 5750.8

g0 5750.1

Admin 1st MAYW 2806557 apr 72 (U)

Marine Aircraft Group 15 Command Chronology

is submitted.

enclosure (1)

2. (U) This letter is downgraded to unclassified upon removal of

enclosure (1).

A, V. TALBERT

CLASSIFIED BYs MAG-15 S-3
SUBJECT TO GEILREL DECTASSIFICATION

SCEEDULE OF 1

LXCCUTIVE ORDER 11652

AUTOMATICALLY DO.NGRADED AT TYJO-YEAR
INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED ON 31 DIEC 1978

DECLASSIFIED

/ MAGS =&c' FILES

(oD S cs-al
\‘:3

Cory No..

43
e

e o mismrms

ST Vi, sy rissw

- "ﬁ ;}/\,/\_/

NI




DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
Marine Aircraft Group 15
1st lMarine Aircraft VWing
FPO, San Francisco 96602

COMVAND CHRONOLOGY

1 September 1972 - 30 September 1972

INDEX
PART I - CRGANIZATIONAL DATA
PART II - NARRATIVE SUMMARY
PART III - SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENIS
PART IV - SUPPORTING DOCUMIKTS

1 Enclosure (1)

e - 5 R,
Eyion TR e sy "’,JJ\"L!L:‘«H;@

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

1. DESIGNATION

Marine Aircraft Group 15

LS

PART I

ORGANTZAT TONAL DATA

SUBCRDINATE UNITS

Headquarters and ljaintenance Squadron 15

Marine Air Pase Squadron 15

Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 115

Merine Pighter Attack Squadron 232

Marine All Weather Attack Squadron 533

2. LOCATION

Nam Phong, Royal Thai Air Force

Base, Thailand;

3. STAFF OFFICERS

Executive Officer

g=-1 Officer

8-2 Officer

S-3 Officer

S-4 Officer

DECLASSIFIED

COMMANDER

Colonel A. W. TAIBERT
1-30 September 1972

Maj R. N. PATRICK
1-30 September 1972

Maj W. W. HARDING
1-30 September 1972

LtCol H. C. IVY
1-30 September 1972

LtCol E. R. MAAG
1-7 September 1972
LtCol R. 0. LAVRENCE
8-30 September 1972

LtCol J. C. BROWN
1-30 September 1972

1-30 geptember 1972

LtCol R. 0. LAVWRENCE
1-7 September 1972
LtCol D. J. SIEE
8-30 September 1972

Maj-M. W. MEREDITH
1-30 September 1972

CWO-2 T. R. BURNHAM
1-30 september 1972

LtCol E. J. ANDERSEN
1-30 September 1972

Maj W. COOPER
1-30 September 1972
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4e AVERAGE FONTHILY STRENGTH

USMC USN OTEER
203 1900 2 10 1

ATTACHED STRENGTH

USMC TSN
OFF  EL OFF  ENL
30 281 5 37

PART IT

NARATIVE SUMMARY.

During the month of September, MAG-15 units continued to 'press on"
with the conduct of, and planning for, present and future combat operations.
The solid base of combat experience built over the past few months continues
to improve and solidify.

MAG=-15 expended the majority of its efforts in conducting air to ground
direct and close air support missions throughout Southeast Asia. In Sep-
tember 351 sorties were flown in Military Region One of South Vietnam,

93 sorties were flown in Route Package One of North Vietnam and 109 sorties
were either diverted or fragged into the Barrel Roll area of laos.

Additionally, emphasis was placed on improving our capability to sup-
port the Linebacker Strike missions being flown by the Seventh Air Force
in Route Packages Five and 8ix of North Vietnam. Our air to air role gen-
erated 190 sorties for the barrier combat air patrol. Maintenance and
supply efforts are continually directed towards providing more full system
F-4's for the fighter mission.

A-6 all weather operations into Route Package One continued. DIANE
navigation/attack systems maintenance work was stressed to increase the
number of available system-capable aircraft. Near the end of the month
-a tangible result was noted when improved aircraft availability permitted
an increase of 20 percent in the all weather frag sortie rate. Planning
for eventual extension of A-6 operations into more Northern Route Packages
commenced in September.

Planning was also completed in September to permit periodie 48 hour
Safety/Maintenance stand downs of the operating squadrons. These stand
downs will commence in early October. The goals of the stand downs are
to obtain greater aircraft availability and to enhance the safety and
professionalism of operations.
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4 host of senior officers visited Nam Phong RTAFB during September.
These included the Assistant Commandant of the iarine Corps, General
E. E. ANDERSON; the Commander in Chief, Pacific, Admiral N. GAYLiR; the
Commanding Generel, Fleet ijarine Forces Pacific, Lieutenant General
L. H. WILSON; the Commanding General PFirst Marine Aircraft Wing, lajor
General L. E. BROWN, and the Commander Fleet Air Western Pacific, Rear
Admiral H, S. MOORE. The efforts of these visitors to improve the capabilities
of this Air Group are noted with a feeling of pride in the Navy/Marine Corps
team.

PART III

SEQUENTTAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1 September 1972 Rear Admiral H. S. MOORE, COMFAIRWESTPAC, was
- briefed by 14AG-15 personnel on supply and
logistics matters.

2 September 1972 MajGen L. E. BROWN, CG 1st AW, was briefed
by the MAG-15 CO and Staff.

8 September 1972 LtCol D. J. SIEE became the X0 of MAG-15 as
LtCol R. O. LAVRENCE assumed command of VMFA-232
from LtCol E. R. MAAG.

13 September 1972 Col A. W. TALBERT attended briefings with BGen
R. W. TAYLOR, CG Task Force Delta, in Badfkok with
COMUSHMACTHAT and CINCPACFLT.

16 September 1972 Admiral N. GAYLER, CINCPAC, was briecfed by MAG-15
CO and gtaff,

R5 September 1972 TtGen L. H. WILSON, CG FMFPAC, was briefed by
17AG-15 CO and Staff.

27 September 1972 Gen E. E. ANDERSON, Assistant Commandant of the
Marine Corps, was briefed by LAG-15 CO and Staff.

PART TV

SUPPORTING DUCUMENTS

1. The documents listed below are considered significant.

a+- MAG-15, S-1 Staff Chronology

b, - MAG=15, S-R Staff Chronology

c. - MAG-15, 3-3 Staff Chronology MN@&'ASS”F”E@
L Enclosure (1)
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d. » MAG=-15, S-4
/&. - H&lS-15
{f.-'MABS-15

g. - VMFA-115

h, - VMFA-232

i.. VMA(AW)-533

je« - Photo

k, . Photo

1. »Photo
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Command Chronology
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PART T ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1, Designation
Harine Aircraft Group 15 (S=1)

2. Location
1=30 Septembher 1972

3, Staff Officers
Asst S=1, 1-12 Sep-T2
Aast S=1, 13=30 Sep T2

S=l Officer
Hajor M. W, MEREDITH

Nam Phong Royal Thai N
Air Base, Thailand

lstlt A, E. HMATTOX
Capt B. E. JANKIEWICZ

S&C Off, 1=30 Sep 72
RFS Off, 1-30 Sep 72

lstlt L. M. EGGSPUEHLER
Capt D, F, DZIEDZIC

4, Average Honthly Strength

USHC
OFF ENLISTED
4 12

PART 11 NARRATIVE SUMMARY

l. To help improve the arsa of Personnel Accounting, initial imple-
mentations of IAPS (Marine Airwing Personnel System) inputs have been
submitted from the squadrons of MAG=15 to 1lstMAW (G=l), during September,
This new system should provide this Group with current updated personnel
information regarding MOS's on board strength, lo=zses, etc, which will
be reflected on a computor readout. This system will provide data on

a more timely basis than is currently possible under MMS (Manpower Man-
agement System),

2, The Navy Achievement Medal was presented to the Assistant S-1 Officer,
1stlt A. E, MATTOX on 8 September 1972 by Colonel A, W. TALBERT, CO, MAG=15,

3. Persomnel meritoriously promoted during September 1972 totalled one
to rank of Sergeant, five to Corporal, and fifteen to Lance Corporal,

4. 1In spite of rigorous combat demands impogsed upon MAG=l5 squadrons,
this command has strived to maintain a healthy liberty program in
vhich an individual has two options, He may choose to spend 36 hours
every two weeks at Udorn, Thailand or 70 hours (two nights and one day)
once a month at Bangkok, Tnailand., Few men desire more liberty than
this program provides due to monetary savings,

5. ‘f'ne "Qutdoor Theater" has become & centrai attraction and has ave
eraged five movies weekly with cancellations due to inclement weather,
"The Topaz Four", an all girl USO show which originated in Salt Lake
City, Utah featuring rock musig drew an unusuaLlf\large/famherxng -on-
24 Beptember. These special services programs are provided tQJhelg
maintain an enthusiastic spirit among the men. . v "
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1. DIOSIGNATION S-2 CIICIR
GAG-i5 (S-2) (WC-2 THOWAS R, BURN:AL

2. LOCATION

1=30 Ssptember 1972 Nam Phong Loyal Thai Air Base, Thailand

3, STAFF CEFICTRS

FONTS

4, AVIRAGH LONTHIY STRTNGTH

OFFICTRS TNLIST
1 10

PART IT WARRATIVE: SUswlARY

-

During September—the three operating squadrons of MAG-15—achieved
excellent BDA,” VillA~115 joimed with VuFA-232 in meeting MAG-15's
barcap committment, VMA(AW)-533 continued it's single sortie night
miSsions Into RP-1 with excellent results, All three squadrons flew
numerous missions into XB=I in support of ARVN forces and contributed
significantly to The successful reoccupation of Quang Tri-City by ARVW
Torces, 'hen snemy acticn increased south of Panang, HAC-15 was agaim
called uponl to support the ARWNs, In doing so AG-15 air crews inter—
dicted enemy supply routes to the west of Ba To and o Duc allowing the
ARVN forces to gain the initiative., Yhan callzd upon to fly in support
of friendly troops in the Barrel Roll area of laos, all three squadrons
once again achisVed excellent results, ;

During September a MIG-21J was photosraphed at CGia lam airfield
in North Vietnam and there were reports of large barges moving from
Eaiphong south to the Vinh area carryinz crates containing aircralt
parts, Initially there was speculation that the UIG-21J was
equipped with "J" band radar however, intelligence sources have
negated that spsculation and indications are that the wIC-241J
carries spin scan radar now in-use in Noxrth Vietnam, However, oven
without "J" band radar the 1IC-21J could pose a serious threat
because of it's increased combat radius, '

There aré recent reports of new airfields unde¥ construction in
Vorth Vietnam, One of these, Quang Te, could bscome an additional
tareat to our barcap operations, The enemy is also mixing their
air to air tactics in atiempts to confuse U.S. strike aircraft,

UNGLASSIFIED
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PART TT NARRATTY.: SULATY (CCHTTHULD)

Horth Vietnamese SA. battalions are firing more Slus ballistically
achioving very poor results, -iss distances of the missiles have been
as great as one mile, This seeme to indicate that the Yorth Vietnamese
are rzluctant to use Fan Song radar because of the heavy toll levied on
it by shrikes and standard arms,

In the month of September the Group S—2 in coordination with HAMS.36,
Datachment "D", initiated a SAR school desisned as a follow-up to the
lectures conducted during August, The school curriculum consists of the
followings:

a, Inserting air crews into unfamiliar terrain by helicopter,

bs Cnce inscried, air crews are required to reach a pre-designated
area. On reaching the area, personnel ars required to use flares, a
mirror, and radio equipment in attempts to vector the helicopter to
their position,

c, ‘Then satisfactory use of survival equipment is accomplished,
air crews will then be extracted through the use of a jungle penetrator
lowered by the rescus helicopter,

The Group S-2 conducted current situation bricfings for #ABS-15 on
3 September and for H&iS-15 on 11 September,

PART ITT S5QUiwiTIAL 1ISTING OF SIGTIFICANT LVINTS
26 Sep 1972 The pre-IG team from 1stilA¥ (G-2) completed their
inspoctlon of UAG=15 8-2, Resulis were satisfactory
with minor discrepancies and several noteworthy areas
were indicated,

27 Sep 1972 The assistant Commandant of the iarine Corps,
: % General ANDIASCE, was briefed on
enemy threats and tactics directly effecting
the missions assigned to -IAC-15,

PART IV SUPFORTIIG DCTU.LalTS

1. Bomb damage assessment for the month of September extracted from
intelligence summaries and operational report-4s.
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STAFF CHRONOLOGY

1 September 1972 -~ 30 September 1972
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PART I

ORGANTZATTIONAT DATA

1. DESIGNATICN S-3 OFFICER

Marine Aircraft Group 15 (S-3) LtCol E. J. ANDERSEN
1=30 September 1972

2. LOCATION

Nam Phong, Royal Thai Air 1-30 September 1972

Force Base, Thailand

3. STAFF OFFICERS

Assistant S-3 Officer Maj A. P. LORING
1-30 September 1972
Assistant $-3 Officer Maj P. M. COLE
1-30 September 1972
Aviation Training Officer Capt J. A. D'ERRICO
1-18 September 1972
eapons Training Officer Capt K. D. EDELEN
1-30 September 1972
NATOPS Officer Capt J. P. EROUN
1-30 September 1972
GIS Training Officer Capt . J. CHAPMAN
1-30 September 1972
MARES/FORSTAT Officer Capt R. L. BULLARD

1-30 September 1972
4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

Officer/inlisted
7 5

PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

The month of September continued the fast pace of operations at RTAFB
Nam Phong. Several operational briefings were presented to a variety of
distinguished visitors. 4ir to air BIRCAP missions in support of Air Force
Linebacker strikes were flown on 28 days of the month as well as air to
ground close and direct air support in Military Region I of South Vietnam,
Route Package One of North Vietnam and the Barrel Roll Area of Ilaos.

The transition to the Northeast Monsoon with its attendant changing
weather in Northern Iaos has seen a partial shift of air to ground strike
emphasis to this area. As a result LtCol E. J. ANDERSEN attended the
Alr Force Barrel Roll conference at Udorn RTAFB on 27 September for the
purpose of coordinating the JAG-15 efforts in this area.
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By the end of the month the MAG-15 Human Relations Program had completed
approximately 1800 Group personnel, The course consisted of twenty hours
classroom instruction in accordance with the CMC Human Relations Draft
program.

The first helicopter training in jungle extractions was conducted
during the month. MAG~36 detachment CH-46 helicopters equipped with
the standard Adir Force Jungle Penetrator hoisting device were employed.
The many apparent training benefits of this endeavor have established it
as a continuing training program.

Little known, but of considerable significance, is the fine job being
done by the Army communications detachment from Fort Huachuca, Arizona.
The detachment operates the secure voice telephone terminal at Nam Phong
RTAFB which has proven to be an invaluable tool in the conduct of operations
at this site.

PART ITT

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

16 September 1972 Maj A. P. IORING and MAJ P. M. COLE notified
of selection to rank of ILtCol.
18 September 1972 Capt J. A. D'ERRICO reassigned to VMPA-115
PART IV

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

None .
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PART I ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1. Designation Sl Qfficer
MAG-l% SL W.F. Tremper, Maj 1-15 Sept
W.J. Cooper, Maj 16-30 Sept

2« Location

1-30 September Nam Phong RTAB

3. Staff Qfficers
Asst Sl Base Development HeFo Pyle, Maj
Buildings and Grounds Officer (1-10) D.L. Schussele, Capt
Buildings and Grounds Officer (10-30) J.R. Defreytas, 1lst Lt
Ground Safety Officer D.0. Weeter, 1lst Lt

L. Average Monthly Strength

USHC USN OTHER
OFF ENL OFF ENL OFF =L
I B 0 0 0 0

PART II NZRRATIVE SUMMARY

During the month of September the following personnel changes were effected
within the S-l division. Major Pyle was assigned as the Assistant S-li/Base Dev-
elopment Officer. 4st It Defreytas transferred in from VMA(AW)-533 to replace
Capt. Schussele as building and grounds officer and Capt. Schussele was trans-
ferred to VMFA-232.

On the 14th of September Colonel Smith, Assistant G-L FMFPAC, and party
visited informally with Task Force Delta, MAG-15 and ISG on supply and logistics
matters.

The following projects were completed by NMCB-5 and accepted by MAG-15:
two covered storage supply areas; northern throat, connecting the north/south
taxiway with the Base (perations and VMGR-152 Detachment area; soil cement
on road around main water point; the potable water distribution system to
all mess halls.

The following major projects were completed by MAG-15:AM2 matted pad for
the MCC-1 complex; AM2 matted pad for supply storage wharehouses; electrical
wiring and plumbing for the new hospital complex. MABS-15 completed instal-
lation of kitchen equipment (steam tables, dishwashing tubs, etc) in prep-
aration for the opening of mess hall # 2 scheduled for mid-October.
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VISIT BY AC'C

I-E COL TALBERT-GO,i4G-15

BUEN TAYLOL-CG,TFD

JEM ARDERSON-ACMC
27 SEP T2

Nam Phong, Thailand

Photas By SSGT ALLEN ¢
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