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From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commandant of the I~ine Corps 
Via: (1) Commanding General, Task Force Delta 

3/EJA/wjm 
5750 
03.4.28072 
6 oct 72 

(2) Commanding General, First t-farine Aircraft Hing 
(3) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 

Subj: Coml~nd Chronology for the period 1 September to 30 September 1972 

Ref: (a) t-rr;o 5750.1 
(b) FMFPacO 5750.8 
(c) 1rlg0 5750.1 
(d) Admin 1st HA~T 280655Z Apr 72 (U) 

Encl: (1) Varine Aircraft Group 15 Command Chronology 

1. (U) In accord8.nce with reference s (a) through (d), enclo sure (1) 
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2. (U) This letter is downgraded to unclassified upon removal of 
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HEADQUilRmS 
Verine Aircraft Group 15 
1 st Ear me .Aircraft Hing 
FPO, San Francisco 96602 

COl'ivl.AND CHRONOLOGY 

• 

1 September 1972 - 30 September 1972 
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PART IV - SUPPORTING DOCUI-ill:NTS 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 

Enclosure (1) 



DECLASSIFIED 

P.ART I 

.QE.gllNlZATIONAL DATA 

1. 12ESIGNATJ;Qll 

Varine Aircraft Group 15 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

Headquarters and ~'Iaintenance Squadron 15 

IvIarine Air Base Squadron 15 

y.arine Fighter Attack Squadron 115 

Varine Fighter Attack Squadron 232 

~Erine All Weather Attack Squadron 533 

2. LOCAT:t.Clli 

Nam Phong, Royal Thai Jl.:ir Force 
Base, Thailand~ 

3. S,T.AFF OFFICERS 

Executive Officer 

S-1 Officer 

S-2 Officer 

S-3 Officer 

8-4 Officer 

DECLASSIFIED 

- .. 

COMH.ANDER 

Colonel A. 1'1. TAIBl!RT 
1-30 September 1972 

Naj R. N. PATRICK 
1-30 September 1972 

Maj \1. vi. HARDING 
1-30 September 1972 

1tCol H. C. IVY 
1-30 September 1972 

LtCol E. R. MAAG 
1-7 September 1972 
LtCol R. O. LiI.' .. lRENCE 
8-30 september 1972 

LtCol J. C. BROWN 
1-30 September 1972 

1-30 September 1972 

LtCol R. O. LAt·JRENCE 
1-7 September 1972 
LtCol D. J. SLEE 
8-30 September 1972 

lvaj ,M. ti. }'fEREDlTH 
1-30 september 1972 

C1rIO-2 T. R. BURNHAM 
1-30 September 1972 

LtCo 1 E. J. ANDERSEN 
1-30 September 1972 

Maj H. COOPER 
1-30 September 1972 
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4. AVj::EAGE KJNTHLY STRENGTH 

USMC 
OFF 
203 

ENL 
1900 

ATTACHED STRENGTH 

USi,1C 
OFF ENL 
30 281 

USN 
OFF ENL 
2" 10 

USN 
OFF ENL 
T 37 

PART II 

NlIRATIVE SUMI1ilRY 

OTHER 
CIV 
16 

-- •. 

Dur:ing the month of September, lVlAG-15 units continued to "press on tl 

with the conduct of, and planning for, present and future combat operations. 
The solid base of combat experience built over the past few months continues 
to improve and solidify. 

lVillC~15 expended the majority of its efforts in conducting air to ground 
direct and close air support missions throughout Southeast Asia. In Sep­
tember 351 sorties were flown in ~ulitary Region One of South Vietnam, 
93 sorties were flown in Route Package One of North Vietnam and 109 sorties 
were either diverted or fragged into the Barrel Roll area of Laos. 

Additionally, emphasis was placed on improving our capability to sup­
port the Linebacker Strike missions being flown by the seventh Air Force 
in Route Packages Five and Six of North Vietnam. Our air to ~. role gen­
erated 190 sorties for the barrier combat air patrol. Maintenance and 
supply efforts are continually directed towards providing more full system 
F-4's for the fighter mission. 

A-6 all weather operations into Route Package One continued. DIANE 
naVigation/attack systems maintenance work was stressed to increase the 
number of available system-capable aircraft. Near the end of the month 
·a tangible result was noted when improved aircraft availability permitted 
an increase of 20 percent in the all weather frag sortie rate. Planning 
for eventual extension of A-6 operations into more Northern Route packages 
commenced in September. 

Planning was also completed in September to permit periodic 48 hour 
safety/l~intenance stand dOHns of the operating squadrons. These stand 
downs will commence in early October. The goals of the stand downs are 
to obtain greater aircraft availabilit.Y and to enhance the safety and . 

professionalism of operations. ~~~~~~~ 

-
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A host of senior officers visited Nam Phong RT)§B during September. 
These included the l\ssistant Conunandant of the Ka.rine Corps, General 
E. E. ANDERSON; the Comr~der in Chief, Pacific, Admiral N. GAYL8R; the 
Commanding General, Fleet i'larine Forces Pacific, Lieutenant General 
L. H. WILSON; the Commanding General First ~1arine Aircraft "ling, Hljor 
General L. E. BRO~IN, and the Commander Fleet Air vlestern pacific, Rear 
Admiral H. S. MOORE. The efforts of these visitors to improve the capabilities 
of this Air Group are noted wHh a feeling of pride in the Navy/V.arine Corps 
team. 

Pl'..RT III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1 September 1972 

2 September 1972 

8 September 1972 

13 September 1972 

16 september 1972 

25 September 1972 

27 September 1972 

Rear Admiral H. S. HOORE, COI1FAIR1r18STPAC, was 
briefed by 1~G-15 personnel on supply and 
logistics matters. 

MajGen L. E. BROUN, eG 1 st If.Jl.H, was briefed 
by the ~~G-15 CO and Staff. 

LtCol D. J. SlEE became the XO of Iv1AG-15 as 
LtCol R. O. LALm.ENCE assumed command of n1FA-23~ 
from LtCol E. R. l':lAAG. 

Col A. W. TALB~T attended briefings with BGan 
R. W. TAYLOR, CG Task Farce Delta, in Ba~ok with 
COMUSl1ACTH.AI and C n~cp ACFLT • 

Admiral N. GAYLER, CINCPAC, was briefed by HAG-15 
CO and Staff. 

LtGen L. H. i.JILSON, eG n·lFPAC, was briefed by 
lr..AG-15 CO and Staff. 

Qen E. E. ANDERSON, Assistant Commandant of tm 
Harine Corps, was briefed by 1·;AG-15 CO and Staff. 

PART IV 

SUPPORTING DCCUMENTS 

1. The documents listed below are considered significant. 

a. - rt.tl\.G-15 , 3-1 Staff Chronology 

b. - MAG-15, S-2 Staff Chronology 

M~~~~~~~W~~IDJ I c.' NJI.G-15, S-3 Staff Chronology 

4 Enolosure (1) 
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d. " 1'1AG-15, S-4 

(8. ' H&ES-15 

If. ~ MABS-15 , 

J;Jlr.-L. g.'YMFA-115 
rl 

h. " Yl'IFA-2.32 

i. v Vl'1A(.t}!)-5.3.3 

j. ~ Photo 

k. v Photo 

1. v Photo 
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Command Chronology 

Command Chronology 
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HEJUlQUARTERS 
Marine Aircraft Group 15 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing 
FPO San Franci3co 96602 

STAFF CHRONOLOGY 
1=30 September 1972 

INDEX 

• 

Part I Q • • • • • • • • • o. Organizational Data 

Part II • 0 0 0 • ~ • 0 0 e $ • • N~rative Summary 

Part III • eo. • • • • • • • 0 0 Sequential Listing of Significant 
Events 

Part IV 0 0 8 @ 0 ~ @ e 0 G 0 0 0 ~pporting DoaumentB 

ENCLOSURE ( I ) 

DECLASSIFIED 

-:t ... 
f' 

, , , 



DECLASSIFIED 

(~ . 

1. Designation 
~arine Aircraft Group 15 (S=1) 

2. Location 
1-30 September 1972 

3. Staff Officere 
Asst S=l, 1-12 Sep72 
Aast S~1, 13=30 Sep 72 
S&C Off~ 1-30 Sap 12 
RFS Off, 1=30 Sep 12 

4. Average Monthly Strength 

USMC 
Q!! ~LISTED 

&} 12 

S-1 Officer 
p.qajor N. 1rJ. MEREDITH 

Nam Phong Royal Thai 
Air Base, Thailand 

1stLt A. E. 1-IATTOX 
Capt B. E. JANKIEWICZ 
lstX-t L. r.:!. EGGSPUEHLER 
Capt D. F. DZIEDZIC 

1. To help improve the area of Personnel Aooounting, initial imple­
mentations of WAPS (Marine Airwing Personnel System) inputs have been 
oubmitted from the 6quadrons of IMG=15 to lBtblAW (0=1) D during September. 
This new system should provide this Group ~nth current updated personnel 
information regarding MOS'~ on board Btrength~ lo8ses~ etc. which ~ril1 
be reflected on a computor readout~ This system will provide data on 
a more timely basis than is currently possible under i~S (Manpower Man­
agement SYBtem). 

2. The Navy Achievement Medal was presented to the Assistant 3-1 Office~~ 
lstLt A. E. ~~TTOX on 8 September 1972 by Colonel A. W. Tj~BERT, CO? ~iAG=15Q 

30 Personnel merito~iou8ly promoted during September 1912 totalled one 
to rank of Sergeant, f~ve to Corporal~ and fifteen to Lance Corporal o 

4. In Bpite of rigorous oombat demands impooed upon ~1AG-15 squadrons, 
this command haa strived to maintain a healthy liberty program in 
~hich an individual ha~ two options. He may choose to spend 36 hours 
every two weeks at Udorn i Thailand or 70 ~ours (two nights and one day) 
once a month at Bangkok, Tnailand. Few men desire more lioerty than 
this program provides due to monetary savings. 

5. 'l'he "Outdoor 'Fheatez-" nas become a centra! a.ttraction and has a.v ... 
eraged f1ve movies weekly with cancellat10ns aue to inCLement weathere 

"Tne Topaz Four", an all girl usa snot..r which origl.nated 1n Salt LaJ..ce 
CitYD Utah f'eaturing rock mus1<; drew an unusual1y\large/ga1<her~g-oncc~' 
24 September. These special services programs are proVided t9Jhel£ , 
maintain an enthusiastic spirit among the men$ ',j' "--./' 
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:'< /.Pl\Jl!'\IX-SEQUENTED LISTING OF SIOlNIFICAHT :2VENTS 

1. None 

PART IV SUPPORTING DOCUllIENTS . 

""-7 

ENClOSURE (I ) 
Page 2 of 2 
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II 

III 

IV 

Rl:'Jl.DQUARrr'J.:HS 
ifJarine Aircraft Group 15 
1 st l:larine Aircraft "\"ling 
FPO San Francisco 96602 

STAFF CHRONOlOGY 
1-3 0 S"J:iPT.2fr,J.B)::R 

nmr.x 

Organization Data 

Narrative SJmmary 

Sequential listing of 

Supporting Documents 

Significant jJvents 
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1 " m:;SIGN'ATIOl'T .8-2 C[.'3'ICl:TI 

.iiL\.G-15 (8-2) 

2. lOCATIOllf 

1-30 Saptember 1972 Nam Pbong !'.oyal 'l'hai Air Base, Thai1and 

3 .. 8TAFF CFPIG;:11S 

l'TOHI: 

4. AVGHACn UOW'l1HI Y BTRDlWTH 

10 

PART II lITAHR.il.TIVI: S'Ul·!.i.·lARY 

During S$pt~mber-the three operating 'squadrons of rMG-15-achieved 
ex:cellent·-:BD.A. .. ·· Vl.lFA-115 joined ~'rith Vi • .iF/\.-232 in meetine; £.1AG-15's 
oarcap cOT'llT'IJi ttmEmt. WIA(A~'T)-533 continued it's single sortie night 
missions Into RP-1 1rTi th excellent results. All three squadrons £1e1-1 
numerous missions into :·'ffi-I in support of AHVN forces and contributed 
significantly to the successful reoccupation of ~ang Tri '-Ci ty by AP'Vlif 
forces 0 ~Then enemy action increased south of j)a.nane;9 I·1AC .... 15 was again 
caned upon to support the ARv}Ts o In doing so .dl\.G-15 air creus inte:r'--> 
die -ced enemy supply rou tss to the west of Ba To and :.~ Duc allowing the 
AR'1Jlif forces to gain the initiative. lThan cal1zd upon to fly in support 
of fricmclljr troops in the Barrel TIoll area of laos, all three squadrons 
once ae-ain achieved exeellent results.' 

During Septam0i31' a IHG-21J vras photoe;raphsd at Gia lam airfiela: 
in North Vietnam a..nd there w'ere reports of large barges moving fTom 
Haiphong south to the Vinh area carryinG crates containing aircraft 
parts. InitiaJ.ly there vras speculation that the r'1IG-21J v-ras 
equipped with fiJI! band radar however9 intelligence sources have 
negated that speculation and indications are that =tne 1,!IG-21J 
carries spin scan radar noV! in-use in North Vietnam. HO'\"Tever~ even 
uithout liJI! band radar the 1.1TO:-21J could pose a serious threat 
Decause of it's increassd combat radius. 

There are :recent reports of nevT airfields under constrLlction in 
jJorth Vietnam. Cne of these~ ~ang Te~ could oscome--an addi tiona1 
threat to our oarcap oparations. ~~e enemy is also mi~ing their 
air to air tactics in attempts to confuse DoS. strike aircraft. 

Page 1 of ~ 
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• 
l\:orth Vietnamese SA,,~ battalions are firbe Marc 8.\""8 ballistically 

achicvine very poor results. .,liss distances of the missiles have been 
as great as one milo. This seems to indiccto that the r:orth Vietnamese 
are raluciant "co use Fan Song radar because of the heavy toll levied on 
it by sD-rikcs and standard arms .. 

In the month of Saptember the Group 8-2 in coordination 'Vn th HB:l'1S-36 9 
Iletachment "D"~ initiated a SAR SChool desiC,"ned as a follow-up to the 
lectures conducted during August. The school curriculum consists of the 
folloy-ring: 

a. Inserting air crews into unfamiliar terrain by helicopter. 

b.. Once insorted, air crO'VTS are required to reach a pre-designated 
areae On reachine the area? personnel arc required to use flares~ a 
mirror, and radio equipment in attempts to vGctor the helicopter to 
their position. 

c.. ~'!hen satisfactory use of survival equipment is accomplished, 
air crews uill then be extracted throuGh the use of a jungle penetrator 
lovrered by the rescue helicopter. 

The Group 8-2 conducted current situation briefings for i;(U\.BS-15 on 
3 September and for 1£;;:,18-15 on 11 SepternberQ 

26 Sop 1972 

27 Sep 1972 

PART III S:~QUIIiJTIAl, lISTTIW 0:;:;' SIGi':IFIC.il.['ifT r:"'\T.iJjI,TTS 

The pre-IG team from 1 stj..rl\.~I (G-2) completed their 
inspection of ~·1AG-15 S-2o llesults vrere satisfactory 
ui th minor discrepancies and several notei'lOrthy areas 
l"l'eJ.~e indicatede 

T'11e assistant Commandant of the ~,rarine Corps9 
~i;8nal:~i; General AJ.Im~'-tlSm;$ vms briefed on 
enemy threats and tactics directly effectine 
the missions assigned to ~IAC""15. 

PAnT IV SUPFORTnTG DC:;U .. ,.(.~~TTS 

1b Bomb damage assessment for the month of September extracted from 
inteJ.1igence summaries and operational report-4s. 

Page £ of £. 
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TARQ .. :T m:STHOYIiD DAL,iAGBD 

d 

S:~;CONDARY r:XP1DSIONS 226 
'I'RU8KS 11 10 
BlTh1(I;l1S 88 1-3 
SUPPLy STACKS 7 -
Frro;:S 84 
STRUCTUBI;S 50 13 
85mm· 1 4 
107mm 1 0 
KBA 12 
25 ~:t:TI1R TFJ:iNCH L]]C 1 .. 
30 FOOT TR."'TIITCH r.ILITo 1 
APe 0 4 
FOPJ) CUT 1 
TANKS 1 0 
BRIDG:aS 1 0 
37mm 3 0 

iiNCLoSURr. (1) TAB A 
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HEADQU,Il.RTERS 
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1 st Marine Aircraft tving 
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STAFF CHRONOLOGY 

• 
1 September 1972 - 30 september 1972 
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PART I 

ORGJiJHZATIONAL DATA 

1. DES IGNAT ICN 

l~rine Aircraft Group 15 (S-3) 

2. LOCATION 

Nam Phong, Royal Thai Air 
Force Base, Thailand 

3. STAFF OFFICERS 

Assistant s-3 Officer 

Assistant S-3 officer 

Aviation Training Officer 

lleapons Training Officer 

NATOPS Officer 

Gl·~· Training Officer 

Y~S/FORSTAT Officer 

4. AVERAGE HONTRLY STRENGTH 

Officer/Enlisted 
7 5 

PART II 

N.ARR~'lT IVE S UlJjlV!llRY 

S-3 OFFIC1R 

LtCol E. J. ANDERSEN 
1-30 September 1972 

1-30 September 1972 

Maj A. P. LORING 
1-30 September 1972 
Mij P. }1. COLE 
1-30 September 1972 
capt J. A. D'ERRICO 
1-18 September 1972 
Capt K. D. EDELEN 
1-30 September 1972 
Capt J. P. BROHN 
1-30 September 1972 
Capt B. J. CHAPVilLW 
1-30 september 1972 
Capt R. L. BULLARD 
1-30 September 1972 

The month of September continued the fast pace of operations at RTAFB 
Nam Phong. Several operational briefings were presented to a variety of 
distinguished visitors. Air to air DJ~CAP missions in sllpport of Air Force 
Linebacker strikes were flown on 28 days of the month as well as air to 
ground close and direct air support in Ivlilitary Region I of South Vietnam, 
Route Package One of North Vietnam and the Barrel Roll Area of Laos. 

The transition to the ~ortheast Monsoon with its attendant changing 
weather in NOrthern Laos has seen a partial shift of air to ground strike 
emphasis to this area. As a result LtCol E. J. ANDERSEN attended the 
Air Force Barrel Roll conference at Udorn RT~~B on 27 September for the 
purpose of coordinating the 1·JW-15 efforts in this area. 

2~$iD 
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The first helicopter training in jungle extractions ~Tas conducted 
during the month. MAG-36 detachment CH-46 helicopters equipped with 
the standard Air Force Jungle penetrator hoisting device were employed. 
The many apparent training bEn8fits of this endeavor have established it 
as a continuing training program. 

Little known, but of considerable significance, is the fine job being 
done by the Armr communications detachment from Fort Huachuca, Pxizona. 
The detachment operates the secure voice telephone terminal at Nam Phong 
RTAFB which has proven to be an invaluable tool in the conduct of operations 
at this site. 

PART III 

SEqUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

16 September 1972 

18 September 1972 

None. 

Maj A. P. LORING and NAJ P. 111. COLE notified 
of selection to rank of LtCol. 

Capt J. A. D'ZRRICO reassigned to VMFA-115 

PART IV 

§llf.f9ftTING DOCll-1ENTS 

r~~~$iiw~"~@1 
= ......... ..., ......... -.~-"'*"'"" .... ~ 

3 Enclosure (1) 
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5-4 
Staff Chronology 

1-)0 September 1972 

~ 

PART I Organizational Data 

pART II Narrative SUlTUTlary 

pART III Sequential Listing of Events 

PART IV Supporting Documents 
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PART I ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. DeSi~ation 
NAG-l S-4 

2. Location 
1-30 Sep te.1!l ber 

). Staff Officers 
Asst S-4 Base Development 
Buildings and Grounds Officer (1-10) 
Buildings and Grounds Officer (10-30) 
Ground Safety Officer 

4. Average Monthly Strength 

USMC USN 
OFF -- ENL OFF ENt 
T T o -0 

PART II Ni1.RRATIVE SUMHARY 

S-4 Off;icer 
~l.F. Tremper, Maj 1-1.5 Sept 
W.J. Cooper, Maj 16-30 Sept 

Nam Phong RTAB 

H.F. Pyle, Maj 
D.L. Schussele, capt 
J.R. Defreytas, 1st Lt 
D.O. Weeter, 1st Lt 

OTHER 
OFF - ENL 
o ""'0 

During the month of September the following personnel changes were effected 
within the 3-4 division. Major p.yle was assigned as the Assistant S-4/:aase Dev­
elopment Officer. 1st Lt Defreytas transferred in from VMA(AW~-.533 to replace 
capt. Schussele as building and grounds officer and Capt. Schussele was trans­
ferred to In4FA-232. 

On the 14th of September Colonel Smith, Assistant G-4 FNFPAC, and party 
visited informally with Task Force Delta, MAG-15 and LSG on supply and logistics 
matters. 

The following projects were completed by NMCB-.5 and accepted by MAG-I.5: 
two covered storage supply areas; northern throat, connecting the north/south 
taxiway with the Base Operations and Vl'lGR-152 Detachment area; soil cement 
on road around main water point; the potable water distribution system to 
all mess halls. 

The following major projects were completed by r~G-15:AJ12 matted pad for 
the MCC-l complex; AM2 matted pad for supply storage wharehouses; electrical 
wiring and plumbing for the new hospital complex. MABS-15 completed instal­
lation of kitchen equipment (steam tables, dishwashing tubs, etc) in prep­
aration for the opening of mess hall # 2 scheduled for mid-October. 
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1 Se=/ccnl)cr 1972 ~ - - - - - - ~1eex Ad_uIT",1 lIoore visited t00.8.y 2.Jld '.7e~s 
briefed 011 SU)yly 8,nd LoCistics TJ[',tters. 

4 

" u 

Eajor 1~r18 [Trived. 

3cp-ceub8r 1972 

10 fJerr~ember 1972 - - .• - - - - C2.yt. 8cil"uGsele J~rc11sferce_ to Vi 2:~-232 

14- Sc)tenbe:L' 1j'72 - '-- - - - - Colo S,-li-C:l 2 . .110. p2-r-c~ (G-.~. 2'L .. ':Pil.C) 2.:L':L'ived 
-coQay. 

15 So- ~tEi!D~)e:r 1972 - - - - - - - lICe-I r,loved Oi.rGo i.:~:··2 Il£:C t::?ci_ }x'"d [~llO_ is 
o;~oration2.1 0 

16 8G',y~el,:i)e:r 1972 - - - - - - - Eorti1 t2.::::i\;e~~7 'C~1:L'02~t -Co [',i~:c:rGf-l:; ~)[',r~:inc 
exea is o~)eno 

1::; 8e:;.)tGLl~)er 1>72 - - - - - ~ ~ liec!_ica1 D2)i1.r~dent ,:ovcc~_ Ll~O '~'~e ne-,.­
:oo)i'C2,1o 

21 SClcelx;r 1S72 "n Goil on si;c COl r·)lc '~c,-~_ 0 

22 SeJ'c8c!)er lSn - - - - - - - CO:JilellCec.l COl1GcJ::'1cCCiOll o:,~ea(t- 1381:e .'.,jJLlO 

:'Y·1.I:ll)· 
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VISIT BY AC':C 
L-F.. COL TALB:::R T-GO ,:;iAG-15 
BJEN TAYLOL-CG, TfD 
31,:,1 AdlJU1.S0N-ACI'iC 

27 oSEP 72 
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Nam Phong, Thailand 
Photc1s 
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