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ORGll.~!IZATIONAL DATA 

1. Designation 
J:1arine Aircraft Group 15 

Comxnandin~ Officer') 
Colonel A. ~'f. 1'ALBEH,T 
1 truly to 2:5 JuJ.y 1973 
Colonel D. z. ~:;J'j:aj)JJU\TD 

26 July to 31 Jecember 1973 

SU'::';OR ;INftTE U~iJI'7S 

Headquarters and i'1aintenance Squadron 15 

l'iarine Air :Sase Squadron 15 

l'1ajor J. F. lCJc~1ELLY 
1 July to 19 November 1973 
LtCo1 N. 11.. 8J:'i ITH 
20 Hov to 31 Oecember 19'73 

lIla.joru. J. luELY 
1 July to 3 July 1973 
hs.jor L. F. PYLE, JR. 
4 July to B July 1973 
LtCol J. C. l'Y:.-lAH 
9 July to 31 December 1973 

i·:arj.ne Composite B,8connaissance S~uaoron 1 LtCo1 3.. J. l'lO:;:tMY 

J'larine Fi~hter Jl.t-cac:( Squadron 232 

iIarine->.ll 1(eather Jl.ttar;k Squadron 533 

2. Geographical Location 
Nam Phong lioyal Thai Air Force Base 
Thailand 
fiCAS, li'Jalruni, Japan 

3. Staff Officers 
Executi veoffic~ 
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1 July' to 31 December 1973 

LtCo1 h. C. lilY 
23 July 1972 to 1 July 1973 
L teol C. V. V. 31'1IL11.c;, Jrl.. 
2 July to 31 December 1973 

1tCol J. :'1. HEAD 
1; truly to 31'December'-1973 

l'iajor 11. E. HE·r.:armW/:) 
1 July to 30 ~lu;;ust 1973 
Squo.3ron Reassil5led 
31 August to 31 December 1973 

Period 

1 ,July to 12 September 1973 
13 Septemi.:er to 31 December 1973 

LtCol {I.. F • .t?b:ALSElIT 
1 July to 31 Decem'0er 1973 
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~ . ..... 
S-1 Officer 

S-2 Officer 

S-3 Officer 

s-4 Officer 

Grolip Supply Officer 

Aviation Safety Officer 

4. Average Nonthly Strength 

JULY 

US~IC USN 

OFF Enl OFF En1 
m '1399 --0- --0-

August 

USMC USN 

OFF Enl OFF Enl 
171 1730 0- n 

DECLASSIFIED 

OTHER 

Capt B.E. WE IBH 
1 July to 9 September 1973 
Major R. T. liARD 
10 September to 31 December 1973 

cwo ... ) R.D. WEBB 
1 July to 31 October 1973 
Major G. E. FRANKLIN 
1 November to 31 December 1973 

LtCol R. PLANT 
1 July to 31 December 1973 

Major J.N BIBLER 
1 J~ly to 20 August 1973 
Major F.J. SCHOBER 
21 August to 30 September 1973 
Hajor R.J. MeGAN 
1 October to 31 December 1973 

Ltcol J.W. FRIBERG 
1 July to 18 October 1973 
l1ajor K.M. WILSON 
19 October to 31 December 1973 

Capt R.S. JONES 
1 July to 27 July 1973 
Capt B.R. BAIRD 
28 July to 31 December 1973 

OFF Enl Civ 
--0 -(j 0-

cYI'HER 

OFF Enl Civ 
T 11 -3-
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SEPTENBER 

USMC USN OTHER 

OFF ENL OFF ENL OFF ENL CIV 
m 'j])1J9 tr -9- 1" 11 3"" 
OCTOBER 

USMC USN OrHER 

OFF ENL OFF ENL OFF ENL OTHER 
m 1>46 0- a """0 0 0 

NOVEMBER 

USlVIC USN OTHER 

OFR ENL OFF ENL CIV 
182 I4Ii3 cr- -0 0-

DECEMBER 

USHC USN OTHER 

OFF ENL OFF ENL CIV 
183 1423 0 T 0 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUHMARl 

(s) During July - Combat flight operations cont.inued for MAG-IS with all 
tactical squadrons delivering ordnance in support of Khmer Forces of the 
Cambodian Republic in the air-to-ground and close~ir-support roles. 

(U) During July, increased emphasis was placed on construction of em.­
bark boxes and embarkation preparation. The first of t"IO tropical ware .. 
houses was completed by MABS and monsoon preparation work continued on 
drainage ditches and road work. 

(U) On 25 July, H&MS-15 Cryogenics section received one lox generating 
plant thereby providing increased support to the tactical squadrons. 

(U) On 25 July, Colonel A.W. "Tail" TALBERT was relieved by Colonel D.E. 
BJORKLUND. 

(U) By the end of July, Ground Aviation Supply had completed retro­
grade of all known excesses with a program implemented to separate all 
. A6A peculiar items in preparation for transfer of VMA(AW)-533 to MAG-12. 

(U) The Fiscal Section was visited by LtCol FOULGER and mvo WILSON of 
the Wing Comptroller1s Office. The purpose of their visits was to review 
Southeast Asia reporting procedures as well as other operations peculiar 
to operations at Nam Phong RTAFB, Thailand. 

(S) On 15 August 1973, all combat operations against enemy forces within 
the Republic of Cambodia were terminated in accordance with executive 
orders. MAG-IS was the last Marine aviation unit engaged in combat in 
Southeast Asia. The last Combat sortie WaS flown by Lt BUCKNER (pilot) 
and Capt HAGERMAN (RIO), and Lt Staver (pilot) and Lt HUMBERD (RIO) aboard 
the last s~ction of aircraft to leave Cambodian airspace. The above 
named aviators were all members of the tiRed Devils" of VMFA-232. 

(s) On 30 August, operational control of VMA(AW)-533 was relinquished to 
HAG-12 following the departure of the "HAWKSIt aircraft from Nam Phong for 
Iwakuni, Japan. 

(S) ~ss than 24 hours later, the F-4B t s of the "Silver Eagles" of VMFA-
115 departed the "Rose Gardenl1 for their interium retrograde base I Naha 
Air Base I Okinawa where training was continued "With emphas is on mainta.i.n­
~ng aircrew proficiency in day and. night air-to-air techniques. 

(C) The VMF~115 Silver Eagles concluded the admin and logistical aspects 
of redeployment and. flight operations began on 7 September with an ACM 
training syllabus dewigned to bring all air crews to the same level of 
readiness. Included in the sYllabus vIaS a complete BAM refresher for all 
aircrews followed by one-on-one and two-on~one ACM. In addition, are" 

5 ENCLOSURE (1) 

SECRET 

tr 1 
l/ 

I; 
!f. 

SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

fresher air~intercept syllabus was initiated which was pursued on a con­
tinuing basis to ensure readiness for the "Eagles" air-to .... air mission. 

(S) September First the Red Devils of VMFA-232 had their farewell cere .. 
monies on the Nam Phong flight line. The last tactical Harine aircraft 
unit to fly in combat in Southeast As1a, they were also the last to fly 
out of the "Rose Garden", leaving at 15 minute intervals beginning at 
0800 the morning of the firm. At 0915 the last of .cOsh: sections of 
F-4J 1s left for Cubi POint, Republic of the Phillipines. Their interitml 
retrograde base where training was continued in air-to-ai~ aerial combat 
maneuvering , and air-to-ground phases of the aircrew training syllabus. 

(S) On five Septemberl it was personnel of H&-1S-15 who, after supporting 
the aircraft retrograde, boarded MAC aircraft and oogan their exodus from 
the Royal Thai Air Force Base, leaving behind a. small "rear" unit to close 
the Marine facility. 

(u) During this period, all the MABS-15 sections devoted extensive hours 
to ensuring the retrograde went as scheduled. Advance parties departed 
Naill Phong on 29 August 1973. The Military Airlift Command airlift began 
on 3 September 1973. This airlift was to continue until 12 September 1973. 

(C) The MABS-15 TAFDS Section which secured operations on 14 September 
1973 at Nam Phong, Thailand was re-constituded and delivering fuel again 
at MCAS Iwakuni on 18 September 1973. 

(c) Beginning on 17 September, the Marines oldest tactical aircraft 
squadron insignia, the "Red Devil" of VNF .A.-232 , flew commencing the two 
day missile exercise of the squadrons Cubi Point training syllabus while 
members of the unit celebrated the 48th birthday of the "Red Devil". The 
missile exercise was scheduled to qualify aircrew men in Phase II and 
Phase III air-to-air training. 

(c) On 21 September, MABS-15 departed Nam Phong after completing their 
duties of us-to-Thai base turnover. :¥lABS-15 continued base support and 
services until shortly after the last MAC Logistics flight of the retro­
grade departed. Communications and support personnel remained behind 
until completion of Base Turnover to the Thai Air Force affording the 
necessary manpower for last minute repair and area police. 

(c) PAGA$A II was a joint exercise which included elements of the United 
states Navy and Marine Corps operating in conjunction with the .Armed For­
ces of the Republic of the Phillippines. VMF A-232 was an element of PROV­
MAG-12. This command flew beach preparation, close air support and combat 
air patrol missions as a member of the invasion force and also doubled as 
part of the air povrer of the defending units. From 27 September until 2 
Octooor, VMF A-232 flew 51 missions in support of the exercise and main­
tained alert cral-'S to be called upon if needed. 
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(C) During the month of September, the S-4 section was predominately in­
volved in Operation Sunset. The operation consisted of an air and surface 
lift. 

The air portion commenced on .3 September with MAC C-14l and G-5A air­
craft. The MAC airlift concluded on 14 September after having moved 4.5 
million pounds of cargo and 1371 passengers in 93 C-l4l and 13 C-5A air­
craft. On 16 September the PATMA 0-1.30 airlift moved the first of 124,000 
pounds of cargo and 274 passen@9rs which was to involve 11 aircraft in 4 
days. 

The surface portion started on 2 September with the first convoy of 
Thai contract trucking departing from Nam Phong. All surface cargo was 
trucked to Sattahip, Thailand between 2 and 21 SeJptember with the excep­
tion of 3 CH-46 helicopters which were ferried on 16 and 17 September. The 
a ,million ~unds of surface cargo was then loaded on MSO shipping (the S5 
Seatrain Puerto Rico for Okinawa and the S8 Green Forest for Iwakuni) be­
tween 18 and 23 September. 

(C) October found all units of MAG-15 out of 
of readjusting to a non-combat environment. 
written to cover operations from Iwakuni and 
new garrison training programs.were begun. 

Nam Phong and in the process 
Orders and Bulletins were re­
other peace-time bases and 

(C) VMF A-115 conducted Phase II ACH and air-to-ground refresher training 
with emphasis on low level soft ordnance delivery techniques. In addition 
to normal training operations 4 sorties/12 hours were flown in support of 
operation Commando Jade and .3 sorties/4 hours in support of Second Battalion 
9 th Marine s • 

1UTGenertil-Roberti:- CUSHMANJr .-;-toI!llllandant of the Marine Corps I visited 
MAG-l; in conjunction with his first MAW visit on 29 Seprember. He was: 

-briefed on MAG-l5 op:!rations 8.nd sPecificallY the Nam Phong retrograde. 

(C) During this period Marine Air Base Squadron-15 continued to off-load 
equipment shipped from RTAFB Nam Phong via surface. Extensive time was 
devoted to up-grading all equipment to a fully operational status. 

(U) The MASS-15 Motor Transport section was transferred to Wing Engineering 
and Transport Squadron-17, and the majority of personnel of the Weather, 
Recovery, Crash Crew, MATCU, Food Services and Communications sections were 
transferred to Station activities as part of the Fleet Augmentation Program. 

(u) Throughout November the 8-4 section and MABS-15 were primarily involved 
with the re-organization of MAG-l5 personnel, Equipment and material. This 
re-organization was aimed at rapidly achieving a return to a posture of 
Combat Readiness following the retrograde. Large amounts of equipment and', 
material were moved from the [0rt a.rea into 1st MAW and MAG-15 areas where 
it was inventoried and either surveyed or prepared for future use. 

(U) LtCol N.A. SMITH assumed command of H&MS-15, relieving Major J.F. McNELLY. 
on 19 November 1973. 
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(u) Major General W.G. JOHNSON and Major General F.G. LANG, CG 1st MAW, 
visited the MAG-15 Ordnance department and were highly impressed with all 
Ordnance work centers. 

(u) Personnel from all units not deployed participated in various fields of 
training such as GMS Testing, Pistol Qualification, Drill and Physical Fit­
ness Training. The training had developed quite well to this point follow­
ing retrograde from Nam Phong. 

(C) V11FA-232 returned to Iwakuni from Cubi Point, Republic of the Fhillipo­
pines.13 November 1973. 

(C) VMFA-l15 continued an aggressive Phase II ACM and VID intercept pro­
gram, refreshing nine (9) air crew in two on one F4 vsF4 ACM, and bring­
ing eight (8) other crews within one or two sorties of completion. Eight­
een (18) sorties of air-to-air gunnery were also flown firing the MK 4 Gun 
Pod against a towed dart. 

(C) The RF4B flight hours and sorties increased significantly from the pre­
vious month due to the high percentage of aircraft availability and min~l 
deployment of RF4B's. 

(0) The EA6A flight hours and sorties decreased sharply from the previous 
month due to the nonavailability of operationally ready aircraft. a determ­
ining factor was the unusually high NOES rate encountered during the month 
of November. 

(c) On 2 November 1973, one EA6A and one RF4B departed for Taipei Taiwan 
for Exercise Eagle Planning Conference. The exercise was unfortunately can­
celled due partly to the energy crisis/conservation program. On 5 November 
1973, two RF-4B's deployed to Naha, AB for four days of extensive official 
photo operations. During the middle portion of the month squadron efforts 
were centered on preparing Det 101 for redeployment aboard the USS Midway. 
Supply accruement of parts hampered the EA6A efforts while the RF-4Bl s con ... 
tinued their aggressive flying. Also during this time air refueling hmps 
were conducted by the EA6A's. VMA-2ll furnished one A4 configured with a 
buddy store for the refueling sorties. Cooperation was at a maximum during 
this effort. 

(C) On 23 November 1973 VMCJ-l Det 101 began its "walk aboard 11 on the USS 
Midway. On 27 November 1973, three EA6A1s flew aboard CVA-41 to begin its 
second sea period. At this time ~~GJ-l was also tasked with furnishing an 
RF4B detachment to Misawa Air Base for day and night operations for a peri­
od of three weeks. On 29 November 1973, the advance party departed for Mi­
sawa to begin liaison with COMFAIRWESTPAC Det, Misawa. 

(C) On 30 November 1973, VMCJ-lreceived_ the 1973.C~O Aviation Safety Award 
and for its performance in Indo-Cbina operations during periods of 1968 and 
1969, was also awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendation. The ceremony 
took place on VMCJ-l's flight line presented by Major General JOHNSON. 
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(U) l1AG-15 S-2 initiated three programs to provide security and in­
telligence support for )JLAG-15 Headquarters and subordinate units. The 
first was the publication and dissemination of a .HAG-15 periodic Intelligence 
NevfSletter. This newsletter contains information on forei gn military/ 
political events 1rJhich are deemed pertinent to MAG-15. The second program 
initiated ,vas a Security Training Program primarily directed toward the 
actual handling of classified materials. The training includes clearance, 
access requirements, control methods, stowage requirements, transmittaland 
distruction. The third program initiated after hours security checks of 
:t:IAG-15 working areas. These checks, conducted by the :r1A.Q.,.15 Intelli gence 
Officer or Chief, are conducted on a periodic basis, unannounced and after 
normal 1~rking hours to ensure proper stowage of classified materials o 

(c) Embarkation activities during December included the return of VMFA-115 
to Iwakuni and the deployment of V~&A-232 to Naha Airbase, R.P. In addition 
V:t-1CJ-l deployed a detachment to Hisawa and subsequently returned that 
detachment and Det-lOl from the USS Midway. 

Cu) The ~~s-i5 Communications Section commenced a three week joint 
training pro gram , .. i th l'11tJcs ... 18 during the first week of December. The train~ 
ing syllabus included all areas of operational communications. A com­
munications field exercise was conducted, following the training program, 
wi th l:11fCS-18, MABS-12 and 'iJERS-17. 'l°he COOX was the final prae ti cal ap­
plication phase for the Joint Training Program. 

(C) Commando Jade, the training exercise over Korea, was scheduled and 
cancelled during the month due to fuel considerations in line wi th the 
fuel .conservation program. 
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SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICAlJT EVENTS 

JULY 

2 July: HABS-1S completed the first tropical warehouse for L30. 

4 July: A boxing smoker was organized by Special Services. The boxirrg 
gear was borrowed from Udorn Special Services. There were eleven bouts 
and attendance was excellent. Additional smokers are planned for the 
future. 

16-24 July ALCE affiliation training at Iwakuni for 8 persons. 

20 July: SSgt C.M. MORROW and SSgt R.R. CIESLINSKI, LCpl H.E. RAMSEY 
and IFC C.E. TAYLOj:( Liaison visit to the 8th Tactical Fighter ~<Jing at 
il.TAFB Ubon and the 3~18th Tactical Fighter \ving at :'iT.AFB Korat. For 
purpose of receiving briefing on unit missions, aircraft characteristics, 
USAF briefing/de-briefing procedures and S.E.R.E./S!~ procedures. 

20-25,· July: Preparations for 1'1AG-15 eo's change of command. 

22 July: 250 kw HUSE generator moved to po',ver station 2. 

25 July: The HM~-15 Cryogenics Section received one Lo2/Ln2 Generating 
Plant thereby providing increased support to the tactical squadrons. 

AUGUST 

1-3 August: ALCE affiliation training conducted at Nam Phong. 

1 ... 3 August: Liaison with 603 ALCE. 

2-6 August: The new Ae/S, G-l, lsU1AJJv visited Nam )?hong to discuss 
personnel problems during the first week in August. 

4-8 August:_~~A_rep!'El§.~!l"t;a.t:i_vElf!,om_tj1e~fingJ1@~g~m.ent QUiC(L~i;:tited~_~ 
:tv1AG-15 S-l, 

14 August: 'I'he nel'/" Cesium Beam Frequency ,Standard, possessed by Mobile 
Calibration Complex-One (MCC-l), became operational. This highly stable 
unit increases the frequency accuracy capability of the lab to a point 
of + 5 parts in 1012 parts. As a side feature to the unit there is a 
clock ';Thich allo"lvs this laboratory to maintain very accurate time, + 1 
second in approximately 4997 years. This is the most accurate frequency 
standard held by the r1:arine Corps in the 1st HAir! area. 

15 August: The bombing stopped. 

15 August: ~~G-15 ceased combat operations over S.Eo Asia. S-2 secured 
combat brie£ing/debriefing and ceased publishing OPREP-4' sand IN TSlItJI's • 

10 ENCLOSURE (1) 

COGONmNl~Al 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

CONflDENllAl __ 
CONFIDENTIAL 

28 ... 30 August: Advance parties and staging parties departed Nam Phong. 

30 August: Execution order for Operation Sunset, Nam Phong retrograde. 

30-31 August: 8-2 conducted Intelligence brief for VHFA-1l5 and v}.iFA-232: 
on Communist Forces Air Defense Systems in Laos, WIN and SVN in prepara­
tion of retro g,rade. 

September . 
1-19 September: All HAG-15 l'Iiarines retrograded from Nam Phong with the n 
exception of a ten (10) man logistics party remaining at the ship land ... 
ing point and a three (3) man staff remaining at Ddorn, Thailand to 
serve as a retrograde personnel liaison point. 

2-21 September: Convoys move surface cargo to m,1P Sattahip. 

3-14 September: V~C Airlift 93 c-141 and 13 C-5A moved 4.5 million 
of car go and 1371 pax. 

3 September: H&MS-15 commenced retrograde from RTAFB Nam Phong, Thailand 
to Iwakuni, Japan. 
TI1A A6A persormel joined Vl'f.cA(A\'T)-533 and departed for Iwakuni. Fourteen 
i'fr'iF l s, two C-2000 air conditioners and four sets or running gear were 
transferred from H&HS-15 Avionics to MAG-12. 

4 September: T"VIO AERO lA's, one INU, eight HI! technicians from Avionics 
were attached to v11FA-1l5 IvIaintenance deployed eleven men and 67 pieces 
of equipment to V~\WA-1l5 at Naha, Japan and IlbFA-232 at Cubi :.:t., RoP. 
for llV\ sup}~rt of those squadrons. 

5 September: Avionics attached seven EU:F 1 s, three IN1!f's and twenty-nine 
JJVIA technicians to li111FA-232 at Cubi Pt., a.P. 

5 September: 8-2 Equipment staged for retrograde. 

6 September: Intelligence Chief with 8-2 classified files retrograded 
from Ham ~hong. 

7 3e-ptember: 3-2 enlisted retro graded from jlJam Phong. 

10 September: The H&MS-15 Ordnance was in full operation in Iwakuni, 
Japan, consisting of the following shops; HER/lER, Handling Equipment, 
and Gun Pod Shon. RF4 Avionics joined the H&MS-15 Avionics complex. 

Admirrlstltative 'Control of VMCJ-1 was assumed by MAG-15. 

13 September: Intelligence Files/Equipmen-t in place at HAG-15 HQ MCAS 
Iwakuni. 
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14 September: 

14 September: 

DECLASSIFIED 

Intelligence Officer departs Nam :Phong arrives l'lCAS IW.<l.kunio, 

/:)";- I / 
H&HS-15 retrograde to Iwakuni, Japan completed. VI /~. f 

16 September: The H&14S-15 Ground Support Equipment continued partial 
support of VNA(AtJ)-533 and gave support to Ht'fl'1S-12 Ground Support Equip ... 
ment in support of v}ICJ-1 

16-17 September: 3 CH46 helo moved to Sattahip for sufface shipment. 

16~19 September: PATMA Airlift 11 C~130 A/C moved 124,000 pounds of 
car go and 274 pax. 

18-20 September: S8 8eatrain Puerto Rico loaded with Okinawa surface 
shipment/sails. 

19-23 September: S3 Green Forest loaded with Iwakuni surface shipment/ 
sails. 

20 September: H&MS-15 Avionics complex fully operational. 

29 September: Gen Robert E. CUSHMAN, Commandant of the Marine Oorps visited. 

NOVEHBER 

1 November: Maj G.E. FRANXLIN assumed duty as 3-2 Officer. 

7 November: First C-130 launched on \l}'JIi'A-232 Airlift from Cubi pt. R.P. 
to HCAS Iwakuni. 

15 November: Final aircraft of VI"IFA-232 airlift element arrived at NCAS 
It>J"akuni. 

16 November: SSgt J.~J. :f:iIASON reassi gned from HAG-15, 8-2 to 'J11FA-232, 8-2. 

20-28November: r1aj G.B. FRANKLIN to Okinawa for liaison with 'mFA-lIS. 

23 November: LtCol. N.ll. SMITH relieved Haj J.P. HcNELLY AS Commandirm 
Officer of H8d.vIS-15. 

30 November: MOen F.G. LANG, CG IstMA~l and NOen loJ.G. JOHNSON, Asst. 
CG Fl'lFPAC visited l"lAG-15 ordnance. 

29-30 November: Visit of Haj. Gen. William S. JOHNSON" the Deputy 
Commanding General, Fleet Harine Force, Pacific. 

DEGENBER 

3 December: 4 RF4B' s deply to l1isawa AB. 
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4 December: VI"lCJ-1 Det. airlifted from Iwakuni to Hisawa, Japan. 

6 December: Visit of Mqjor General H.? RYAN j Commanding General Third 

10 December: itll'lCJ -1 briefed officers from the 3rd Narine Division. 

11 December; -v'I'-lFA-115 advance party arrived in Iwakuni from Naha. VMFA-
232 advance party departed from Iwakuni to Naha on return aircraft. 

11 December: Commando Jade was cancelled. 

17 December: First C-130 aircraft launched from Naha on 'ITHFA-llS main 
body airlift to Iwakuni. Vl{£i'A-232 began main body airlift from Iwakuni 
to Naha on return aircraft. 

19 December: Two EA6A' s return from the USS Midway. 

19 December: Final C-130 aircraft of VHF A-llS airlift element arrived 
at Iwakuni and returned to Naha vJith final load of Vl'IFA-232 airlift. 

20 December: One EA6A returns from the USS Midway and 3 RF4B's return 
from Hisawa AB. 

20 Dec ember: S gtNaj. P. J. MAROVICH relieved by S gtiJIaj. RANDALL as 
S gtl-1aj. of t-iarine Aircraft Group 15. 

21 December: One RF4.B returns from Hisawa AB. 

22 December: I'1ain Body returns from lItisawa AB. 

23 December: VMCJ-l Misal-Ja Det. airlifted back to Iwakuni. 

23 December: rv=ain body from Det 101 aboard USS Hidway returns to Iwakuni. 

31 December: Year ended. 
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1. DBSIGNATION 

Hanna Aircraft Group 15 

26 GF.OGRAPHICAL LOCATION 

Royal Thai Air Force B~se 
Ham Phong, Thailand 

HCAS Iwakuni, Japan 
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GROUP INTELLIGENCE OFFICEn 

CWO-3 R. D. TrJEBB 
1 July to 31 December 1973 

Jll'JtJOR G. E. FRANKLIN 
1 Nove~ber to 31 December 1973 
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1 July to 13 September 1973 
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1 o o o o 
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CONFIDENTtA! 
CCllFInEKTHL PAB.'1' II 

10 (C) DuriHg the parion 1 July to 15 August 1973Jj ~,1AGco15 Intelli~ence 
Section (,'3 .. 2) continued Intelligence support of EAG-15 air combat oper= 
ations OV8r Camhodia. 'lu1"ing this perioc1 the Group 8=:? briefer/rJebrief= 
ed 834 comba.t air sorties, published 231 O'Pn.~P=41 sand h6 1ntelli3ence 
0mnrn.aries, processer over 4000 classified messages, conc1ucte0 ei~ht 
So8.Ro:Go/SA.~ training sessions to inclurle pr.actical exercizes in the use 
of the Ju~e;J,~ Penetrator and SAR equipment. A total of 42 officers were 
provided (, _~"...-/this training. 11AG-15 3=2 personnel also conrlucted period.ic 
liaison vIsits uith the 432ncJ Tactical Reconnaissance t1Ting a UDORK 3 

'rhailand and also sent four !~AG-15 S-2 personnel to the 8th Tactical 
Fighter ~'!ing at RT,AFB UBON and the 388th Tactical Fiehter'Jing at RTAFB 
at KOHAT for the purpose of recei vine briefings on unit missions~ air­
craft characteristics J USAF briefing/debriefing procedures and s.;~.n.~./ 
SAn procedures. 

2. (C) On 15 AUGust 1973 HAG-IS ceased air combat operations over S.;:::. 
Asia and riAG-15 8-2 pUhlished the final OPRrt:P=4 and Intellieence Summary 
after' briefing and debriefing the final combat sorties. The J1AG=15 S~2 
Jfficer praparec and presented an intelligence briefing to the 11AG=15 
Bun squadrons on Communist forces Air flefense Systems in LAO[)ll lNN ann 
SVN in preparation for overflights of these areas during retrograde 0 

3. (n) On 6 September 1973 f,lAG-15 3=2 received the oroer to manifest 
the ,'3-2 persom1.eJ. and equipment for retrograde from FAl'". PHONG. The 
first increment of 3=2 personnel anct eqUipment departed on 6 September 
with the second :i.ncrement departing on 7 September. The S .. 2 Officer re­
L1ainer1 at lJAi1 PFONG l,d t,h the Heanquarters Staff until 14 September at 
t~Th:tch time he Clepartec1 foY' HCAS !lrrakuni. 

40 (TT) T:l.lrine the period September to December 1973,1) lJAG-15 8=2 p:repar­
eo for chanr;ing the intelligence functions fror1 a combut environment to 
GaJ:'risoYJ duty ~ 5-2 publishe rl or updated yarious Group nrc1.ers on V"lsi tor 
Controol, Control of Photoe;raphy Intellicence/Security Training, Survival/ 
Bvasion/ResistancejBscape (SE~B~ ann Sabotaee/8spionate/Subversion/~issi­
dent Act1:vi ties. In preparation of p1annen a requirec Intalligence/8ec= 
u:;,~ity trfdr.inG functions, 1-':1\.Q-15 8-2 requested ancl received tl10 quotas 
for the JunGle Environmental Trainine; (omST) school at Subic Ba,y ~ Philip= 
ineso T~10 HAG-IS 3-2 personnel l-Jere sent to this coursa of instruction. 
r1AG-15 S-2 also comraence(1 providing instructors for Sec uri ty of Classif­
ied Haterial briefinr;s/lectures l-!'ith the first presentation beine; to 
I1&m=15 personn.el on 12 December. The 8=2 ini Mated a proBram of after 
hours security checks on HQ I,UtG-15 offices/sections to provide additional 
securi ty lJithin HAG=lS. HAG-IS S=2 published the first of the HAG-IS 
Periodic Int€llieence Netislettero This News1etter~ dissiminated to 
r~G=lS subordinate units, contains information on forei~n milita~~/ 
poli tical events which are deemed pertinent to 1·1AG-15. 
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50 (U) On 1 November 1973~ Hajor G. B. rnANKLIN assumed duties as the 
I'lAG-15 Intellieence" Officer relieving CUO-J R. D. ~·[i'.BFl. Hajor FRJ.INKLIN 
conductec" liaison visits with }1AG-15 subordinate unit Intelligence 
Sec t.5.0!lS at HC;.s Iuakuni and ted th VT~A=1l5 at Okinaua durine 20 to 28 
NOV8J11hero 

6. ~U) In anticipation of the scheduled Functional Management Inspec­
tion scheduled to be conducted by 1st Hiff during January 1974:> S~2 
commencer: con(luctine; preliminary inspections on subordinate units in 
the functions of intelligence, counterintelligence and security. In 
additiona.l, HAG-15 S-2 moni tared the procedures required for estab= 
lishing Classified Haterial Control Centers and Seconr1ary Control 
Points for the I'1AG=15 Headquarters and subordinate units. 
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DECLASSIFIED 

P.il.HT III 

SEqUENTIAL J ... IS1'IIJG OF SIGl';IFICANT EVENTS 

20 July 1973 

15 Aueust 1973 

30-31 August 1973 

6 Sep 1973 

7 Sep 1973 

13 Sep 1973 

14 September 1973 

1 November 1973 

2~9 November 1973 

20=28 Nov 1973 

10 Dacembar 1973 

16 December 1973 

S3gt Co 110 NOHJ1Gw $ SSgt R. R. CIESLINSKI, LCp1 
H. E. RA}lliEY, and Pfc C. E. TAYLORg Liaison 
visit to the 8th Tactical aGhter hring at 
RTAIi'B UBOlJ and the 388th Tactical Fighter 
Wing at RTAF8 KORAT. For purpose of receiving 
briefine on Unit J.Jissions, Aircraft Charact~ 
eristics,ll USAF briefing/de=briefing procedures 
and S;E.R.E./SAR procedures. 

l1AG=15 ceased combat operations over So B. Ash .• 
3-2 secured combat briefing/de-briefing and 
ceased pUblishing OPREP-4's and INTSmrvs. 

Conducted Intelligence brief for v}1F'A.-115 a1 d 
m·WA~232 on Communist Forces Air Defense 
Systems in LAOS, l\1VN and SVN in preparation 
of retroerade. 

Intelligence Chief ~r.i. to S=2 classified files 
retroerade~ from Nam Pho~G. 

8=2 Enlisterl retrograded from Ham Phong. 

Intelligence Fl1es/Gquipment in place at 
1·1.I\.G-15 Headquarters HCAS It"J'akuni 0 

Int.e1J.:teence Officer departs Ham Phong 
and arrives 1·1CAS Iwakuni $ 

Major G. E. FRAlJKLIN assUlIled duty as 
S=2 OfficerG 

SSgt J. tv. HASON and LCpl R. D. RCWiERO 
attended JEST School in Philippines. 

r-~aj G. Eo FRANKLIN to Ok1na~la for Liaison 
wi th Vi'1FA~1l5. 

Initiated I 'lAG =15 periodic Intelligence 
UeNsletter. 

Instituted system of after hours Group 
Headquarters checks~ 
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SlT'?PO"!tTIl'!G nocrrTv:8IJTS 

30mb damage assessli1ent. {,as derived from Intelligence Summaries and 
Operational li.eport",L~ i s for period 1 July thru 15 August 1973. 

BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT FOR JULY.ABD;~UGUST 

TAR.GET 

KBA Confirmed 
lmA 

. Sustained Fires . 
. Secondary ExploSions 
)'BLV 
'i,oad Cuts 
Br"ldges 
FI'P /Bunke J:'S 
Indi vidual ·,.]e apons 
Crew Surveyed Ueapons 
Supply. Staclfs/Cache 
BuildiHG;s/Structure s 
J·!otorcycles 

DES TR.OYE D 

418 
28 
51 
~3 
4 
3 
1 

3h5 
59 
12 
68 

162 
6 

6 

DECLASSIFIED 

DAHAJ:sn 

o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
11 
o 
J Silenced 
o 
73 
o 
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ENCL03TrQ-r;: (1) 
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PART I ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. De signa tion 

Group Supply Department 

2. Geographical Location 

Nam Phong, Thailand 

HCAS, Iwakuni Japan 

3. Section Officer 

GASSCO 

MCPO 

SRsa 

SASO 

ADPO 

CCSO 

tmSEO 

Page 1 of 2 Pages 

DECLASSIFIED 

Supply Officer 

LTCOL J.W. FRIBERG 
1 JULY - 18 OCT 1973 

MAJ K.B. HILSON 
18 OCT - 31 DEC 1973 

1 JULY - 12 SEPT 1973 

13 SEPT - 31 DEC 1973 

CAPT. L.E. SPEARS 
1 JULY - 2 JULY 1973 

CAPT. H. L. AWALT 
26 JULY - 31 DEC 1973 

CAPr. M. S. FRASIER 
1 JULY - 31 DEC 1973 

1STLT J.W. WESTMORELAND 
6 OCT - 31 DEC 1973 

CAPT. R.W. BENNETT 
1 JULY - 3 JULY 1973 

CAPr. H.E. GURNEY 
1 JULY - 31 DFC 1973 

1STLT T.C. LAUSH 
1 JULY - 11 AUG 1973 

131'L1' 1'.J. ROI'HCHILD 
1 JULY - 31 DI:C 1973 

2NDLT C.C. CHAMBERS 
27 SE?T - 20 DEC 1973 

CWO-1 G.F. MOORE 
1 JULY - 31 DFC 1973 

CI,JO-2 T .D. ROSE 
1 JULY - 17 DEC 1973 

1 STLT C. WRZENSKI 
5 NOV - 31 DEC 1973 

~. 

'~ r. 

~\ ' .. 
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PART I ORGANIZAT roNAL DATA 

G RUSUPCHIEP KSGT. W.F. BARKER 
1 JULY - 31 DFC 1973 

GASSC CHIEF GYSGT. R.E. SICE 
1 JULY - 30 JULY 1973 

MSGT. T. HUNTER 
20 AUG - 31 DEC 1973 

4. Average Monthly Strength 

USMC JImi QIBm 

QIT. ENL .QEE ENL OFf ENL 

14 147 ¢ f6 f6 J6 
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PART II 

N ABBAT IVE SUMMARY 

(u) During the month of July, Group Aviation Supply completed shipment of 
all known excesses. A program was implemented to seperate all AcA peculiar 
items in preparation of transfer of VYill-533 to VillG-12. On the Karine Corps 
Property side, the annual physical inventory commenced on all Squadron and 
~:C? stocks. GySgt. REED went TAD to Iwakuni to inventory Retrograded sup­
plies. HCP completed renovation of the RIO located in the :MABS-15 area and 
also completed a massive program of receiving and distribution of all minor 
property items invoiced from Wing to Nam Phong. The Fiscal Section was vis­
ited by Lt.Col. FORGER and CWO l..ILSON of the Wing Comptroller's Office. The 
purpose of their visits was to review Southeast Asia report procedures as 
well as other operations peculiar to operation at Nam Phong, Thailand. 

(u) During the month of August, Group Aviation Supply completed segregation 
of all known A6A peculiar items of supply. Documents were cut and all items 
were physically relocated into a warehouse designated for AbA equipment. A 
pack-up of spare parts was assembled for each operating squadron in prepar­
ation for retrograde. An advance party of supply personnel was deployed to 
BCAS, Iwakuni. A complete Renovation of the Marine Corps Property warehouse 
location system and Embarkation program was conducted. There was also a com­
plete pack-up of all Marine Corps Property supplies and Marine Corps Property 
personnel joined Group Supply to help retrograde the entire group. On 1 Aug­
ust 1973 the Fiscal Section had a change in OIC's. 2ndLt. ROTHCHILD re­
placed 1stLt. LAUSH as the Officer in Charge of MAG-15 Fiscal Section. 

(U) During the month of September, Group Aviation Supply sent a pack-up of 
spare parts supported by three Group Supply Personnel to locations at Cubi 
Pt. Philippines and Naha Okinawa. The Rotable Pool was packed and shipped 
to MCAS Iwakuni on the first air lift of retrograde. All Aviation Supply 
Stores were packed and staged for retrograde prior to the main body of sup­
ply personnel leaving 10 September 1973. Lt.Col. FRIBERG and 10 supply per­
sonnel remained with the rear echelon to complete the retrograde from Nam 
Phong. A massive program was conducted by Marine Corps Property Section to 
set up a new Office, Warehouse and a complete new functioning system in gen­
eral. All rolling stock started being invoiced to WETS-17. Lt. WESTtv~ORELJl.ND 
reported for duty as assistant ~CP Officer and completed back order valid­
ations from HPP and 3rd FSR. Personnel in the Fiscal Section attended a Ac­
counting Seminar held 17-25 September. The purpose of this Seminar was to 
familarize our personnel with Financial procedures established at MCAS Iwakuni 
Japan. 

(U) During the month of O(!tober~ Group Aviation Supply was clearing warehouse 
space in building 1205 and 1245. All Supply Officers Stores were moved from 
the staging areas with the bulk items stored in building 1245 and all remain­
ing supplies in 1205. A Wall-to-Wall inventory was ini tated. Three HSP Vans 
were set up in the location of the Avionics complex and Rotable Pool in order 
to provide faster supply support. Marine Corps Property completed all in­
voices for transfering V1v:CJ-1 to MAC-15 from MAG-12. MAJOR K.M. ":ILSON re­
lieved Lt.Col. FRIEERG on 18 October as the new Croup Supply Officer. 

Page 1 of 2 Pages 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUlf.MARY 

(U) During the month of November, Group Aviation Supply started a program 
where all items of supply not meeting stocking criteria for garrison type 
duty would be identified and excessed to the proper supply points. All 
N800 Vans were invoiced to "i'iETS-17 in compliance with the new Wing Program 
of consolidated support. An outside storage area was designated for all 
POL and Wing Tanks which resulted in all items of supply officers stores be­
ing in an signed location. The Marine Corps Property Section established 
and placed on order all requirements for cold weather clothing for VMFA-115, 
and VMCJ-1. The annual inventory was completed and all adjustments are in 
the process of being posted to the account. The Marine Corps Property SRC­
tion established a Armory to control and handle all excess weapons in MAG-15 
and other highly negotiablf! items. The Fiscal Section was visited by the 
FMFPAC Naval Audit Team. The purpose of this visit was to Audit Accounting 
procedure s of all \~ ing Units. 

(U) During the month of December, Group Aviation Supply completed posting 
of the inventory with all balance cards and financial records being updated. 
Technical Training for all 3071's was established for SUADPS U-1500 Computer 
in preparation for implementation in January 1974. Since MAG-15 retrograded 
from Thailand, the Marine Corps Property Section has been under a continuous 
program to identify and invoice back all equipment that had originally came 
from the 3rd MAW Div. MAG.·15 Fiscal Section submitted the annual Navy and 
Marine Corps Mid-Year Review. 

Page 2 of 2 Pages 
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23 JULY 

19 AUG 

29 AUG 

10 SEn' 

15 OCT 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

(U) AVIATION SUPPLY SECTION 

The Aviation Section reviewed its stock to identify all A6A 
peculiar items on hand. 

A pack-up for operating squadrons were pulled from stock. 

Supply deployed its advance element to HCAS nJAKUNI. 

The main body of Supply Personnel deployed to MCAS IHAKUNI. 

The Aviation Section started its Wall-to~all inventory. 

Page 1 of 2 Pages 
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3 JULY 

26 AUC 

7 SEPT 

17 OCT 

20 OCT 

25 NOV 

7 DFC 

26 DEC 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LIS'l'INf' 0:"' SIGNH'IC.l...NT EVENTS 

(U) VlliRINE CORPS PROPERTY SECTION 

Annual Physical Inventory by all Squadrons and ~CP Section 
commenced. 

Jv:CP completed Retrograde and joined Group Supply in these efforts. 

MCP retrograded to Iwakuni. 

Joined VtviCJ-1 from MAG~12. 

started Post Deployment Inventory. 

Completed post deployment inventory. 

Inspected Squadrons Material Sections. 

Completed T/E Deficiency/Excess Program. 
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PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. DESIGNATION 
J 

~1, -Mariri~A:l..~cra-ft -Group -t5~- ----- - ---

2.- GEOORAPHICAL LOCATION -------------
Rotal Thai Air Force Base, 
Nam Phong, Thailand 

Harine Corps Air Station, 
Iwaklmi, Japan 

3. STAFF OFFICER.~ 

Adjutant 

Assistant 5-·1 Officer 

CHS Officer 

- HAD Officer 

Legal Officer ..... ' "" ... , 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 

-,.;, 

,C(llMANDlW-

Capt B. E. WELCH 
1 July - 9 September 1973 
Hajor R. T. HARD 

/ 
,. i : 
{i' 
" 

10 September - 31 December 1973 

1 July - 10 September 1973 

11 September - 31 December 1973 

2ndLt R. A. CRITZER 
1 July - 8 October 1973 
CW(}..3 G. S. LANE 
9 October - 16 December 1973 
lstLt J. R. BROWN • 
17 December - 31 December 1973 

lstLt D. A. ECHTERNACH 
1 July - 9 September 1973 
Capt P. SULLIVAN 
10 September - 31 December 1973 

lstLt Do A. ECHTERNACH 
1 July - 31 August 1973 
lstLt R. L. SCHMIDT 
1 September - 31 Dece~ber 1973 

lstLt J. M. HIMES 
1 July - 2 November 1973 
lstLt C. A. GONSER. . 
3 November - 31 December 1973 

2ndLt R. A. CRITZER 
1 July ~ 28 September 1973 
lstLt 1. A. DILlNAN 
29 September.- 31-December 1973 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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I 

S&C Officer 

Speccial Services! 
Career Planning Officer 

4. h.YERAG]:..JiQ~X ~TRENQ.TIi' 

USMC 

OFF 

7 

ENt 

12 

QEE 

o 

DECLASSIFIED 
...• 

USN 

ENL 

o 

PART II 

lstLt_J. 1. CIESLAK 
1. July - 11 September 1973 
lstLt A. R. PARKHURST 
12 September - 24 October 1973 
IstLt E. R. KFLLY 
25 October - 31 December 1973 

IstLt S. A. MILLER 
1 July - IS November 1973 
IstLt Go M. DENKLER 
19 November - 31 December 1973 

OFF 

$0 

NARRATIVE SU1ilMARY 

1. From 1 July to 19 September 1973, HAG-15 5..1 continued to perform 
administrative functions concerning five squadrons and two detachments 
at Royal Thai Air Force Base, Nam Phong, Thailand." 

, i 
2. From 19 September to 31 December 1973, MAG-15 S-1 was located at 
Marine Corps Air Station, Iwakuni, Japan and was busy converting admin­
istrative functions from a forward deployed operation to a garrison 
operation. 

PART III 

• 't 

1. Administrative control of VNA (AltI)-533 viaS transferred t,o MAG-12 in 
August 1973. 

2. MAG-15 &"1 returned to }1CAS, Iwakuni, Japan f~om 1 September -
19 September 1973. '. . 

- I 

3. Major R. To vIARD relieved Captain B. E. 'w'JEI,CH as MAG-15 &"1 Officer 
on 10 September 1973. 

4~' AdministratiYe control of VMCJ-1 VI 3 assumed 'or'. 10 October J-973. 

---. .. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED 
,-~-

. _. --4t-' -- - - - ':: __ - _0. _ . _. _ '. _____ ~ ...'... .. ___ _ -. 
UNCLf~SSIFIEJ) 

I 

5. Sub-Unit 1, MAB~15 waS deactivated and the RUe closed on 30 October 
1973· 

6. During November 1973 Motor Transport and Engineering personnel 
transferred from t·1ABE-15 t l-'lAG-15 to HET&"17, J;JWSQ.-17 to establiSh the 
First ~larine Aircraft Wing test of the centralized Motor Transport and 
Engineering concept. 

None 

;".,'\'O:'~. I 

-.' ... ~ 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
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SECRElI 

S-3, Marine Aircraft Group..J.5 

C01MAND CHRONOLOGY 

1 July 1973 to 31 December 1973 

INDEX 

PART I - ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

PART II - STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

PART III .... SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
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DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. De Bina tion 
S-3, Marine Aircraft Group 15 

Commander 
:LWol R. ,PLANT 
1 JUly to 31 Dec 1973 

2. Geographical Location Period 
Royal Thai AirForce Base Nam Phong, Thailand 1 July'to 12 September 1973 
MCAS hrakuni, Japan 13 Sep to 31 December 1973 

.3. Staff Officers 
Assistant S-3 Officer 

NATO'P8 Officer 

Training/NBC Defense Officer 

Aircrew training Officer 

Mares/Forstat Officer 

Operations Admin Officer 

4. Average lvIonthly Strength (USlvIC) 

OFF 
b 

JULY 

ENL 
b 

OFF 
T 

AUG 

ENL 
-7-

2 

Capt E. EDELEN 
1 July 1:0 15 July 1973 
Capt W.J. SIHPSON 
16 July to 24 Sep 1973 
Hajor J .~V. SANDERS 
25 Sep to 12 Nov 1973 
Major P. KRUSE 
13 Nov to 31 Dec 1973 

Capt PRIESTER 
1 July to 27 September 1973 
Capt T.J. SINGLETON 
28 Sep to 31 Dec 1973 

Capt E. EDELEN 
1 July to 15 July 1973 
Capt W.J. SJNPSON 
16 July to 31 Dec 1973 

Capt F. PRmSTER 
1 July to 11 Oct 1973 
Capt T.A. TOTH 
12 Oct to 31 Dec 1973 

Capt D. vi. THEUNE 
1 July to 31 Dec 1973 

Capt DoW. THEUNE 
1 July to 31 Dec 1973 

ENCLOSURE (1) 

SECRET 

SECRET 
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SECRET 

SEPT OCT 

OFF ENL OFF ENL 
5 6"" b T 

NOV DEC 

OFF ENL OFF ENL 
tr 0- T T 
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SECRET 
SECRET 

PART II 

STATISTICAL S1JlV!I1ARY 

A. EDA for period 1 July to 31 December 1973 (includes V~WA-115, 
VlVIFA-232 and VMA(AW)-533). 

Killed by ,Air 
1tJounded by Air 
Bunkers Destroyed/Damaged 
Structures Destroyed/Damaged 
Other Buildings 
Fortified Positions 
Fox Holes 
Secondary Explosions 
Secondary Fires 
Supply Stacks 
75IYJr.I Recoilless Rifles 
82M.1.i Mortars 
M-79 Grenade Launchers 
51 Caliber A/A Gun 
30 Caliber Machine Gun 
B-40 Rockets 
AK-47 Rifles 
Sustained Fires 
Road/rrail Cuts 
Sampans Destroyed 
Bridge 
Tank Dams 
Automatic Weapons 
Motorcycles 
Other Small Arms 
Results Not Observed 

418 
28 

345/1U 
134/62 

28/11 
14/3 

18 
53 
15 
68 

1 
2 
5 
2 

16 
1 
4 

5l! 
4 

10 
1 
1 
.3 
6 

25 
in excess of 100 

B. Sorties/Hours 
(includes V¥JFA-1l5, V1-1FA-232, WLA(AW)-533 and VHCJ-l) 

Total Hours Flotm 
Total Sorties 
Combat Hours 
Combat Sorties 

8048.6 
4447 
1280 • .3 
746 

~-. ':-'::'::'c::-.' c'.;:' ~._ ,_.,. __ ,- c ' -- ," I 

I n ~'\~r:;\r. r.", 1(\:'(,-")~:::nl[0i) ! 

4 II'!\~" I ,'\ "" \~'!" i",'III' \ 
:\ 1!.;'\1\JIS.,::,1'V0'.l.J d,'j,,) ;, 

t _. __ -;_ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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SECRET 

C. Ordnance Expenditures 

Ordnance 

AIM-7/E 2 
AIM-9 
MK-76 
MK-77 
11K-81 
11K-82 
NK-106 
2075 FFAR 
ZUNI 
MK-83 
20MM APT 
20YIM TP 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART III 

Tons Expended 

1.52 
.29 
6.1 
7.0 
6.8 

2144,07 
e18 

12.7 
15.55 
38,,22 

'29.5 rounds 
98 rounds 

SUPfORTING DOCID1ENTS 

NONE 

DECLASSIFIED 
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1 July to 31 December 1973 

INDlillC 

l'iillT III - SE'l.U;mq'fUL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVlill'JTS 

PART N SU1~FOB.'.J.1ING DOCUHENTS 

J]]NCLOSUltE (1) ~ . 
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" 
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1. ]1~l3IGlbTroN 

IUG-15 S-4 

R'.cAFB, Rill:; PHONG TIhILJUID 

IlCL8 IihilillNI JLJ?LlN 

3. i3Tll.FF OFFICEB.S 

8-4 Officer 

S-4 Officer 

8-4 Officer 

Embark & Ground Safety Officer 

~ssist. 8-4 Officer 

Ground Safety & B & G Officer 

Embark Officer 

ussist. 8-4 Offider 

4. AY..:;.1."i,G:,}] ~LOl:JTm:JY 3'l'.a.cJ'1"GTII 
JULY 

OFFIC:Jll 
4 

OF]!,IC.:JR 
4 

JJlifIJ I GTE}) 
6 

ENLIS1%D 
6 

DECLASSIFIED 

J.lJiciT 1 

C OI:Jlii.'J:ID::illl 

lIaj. Jon. l1IDLBR 
1 July - 20 bugust 73 
Haj. F. J. SCHOll;:a 
21 august - 30 September 73 
IiIaj • R. J. HcGiu1 
1 October - 31 December 73 

PZ1IOD 

1 July - 11 September 73 

12 September - 31 December 73 

Haj. J. n. BIBLEH. 
1 July - 20 .L.ugust 73 
~raj • F. J. SCHORi,R 
21 i~GUst - 30 September 73 
11aj. R. J. I1cGilH 
1 October - 31 ))ecember 73 
1st L~. F. s. L0NTZ 
1 July - 1 October 73 
Capt. R. BiiYNDS 
21 ilugust - 21 December 73 
1st LT. D. V/:J:JESSJI:LSTYH 
1 November - 31 December 73 
Capt. J. RICH'ell 
1 November - 31 December 73 
Capt. 11. J.Je Tr:[i~crOO 
12 November - 31 December 73 

ENCLOrnJRE (1) 
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4. AYE!LAGE MONTHLY ST?.EHGTH (Cont.) 

SEPI'EMBER 

!lm1Q 
OFFICER ENLISTED 

4 6 

OCTOBER 

~ 
OFFICEB. ENLISTED 

3 5 

NOVEMBER 

JmMQ 
OFFICER ENLISTED 

5 5 

DECEHBER 

USMC 
OFFICER ENLISTED 

6 6 
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PART JtI 

NA.l1:l.ATlVE SUl111AH,Y 

The 11AG-15 S-4 Has >{Orking in Nam Phong, Tailand during 
July and increased emphasis was placed on the construction of 
eml,arkation boxes and embarkation pt'Ieparation. The first of two tropical 
~mrehouses was completed at LSG. Monsoon preparation vlork continued 
on the drainage with mininrum road work commenced. A 250 kw HUSE 
generator tvas moved to increase the capabilities and better serve 
the Headquarters and Co~~nications center. 

The August maximum effort was placed on embark preparations 
and much of the construction effort and resources were directed toward 
embark boxes. Airlift Control Element (ALGE) affiliation training was 
conducted by members of the 603rd ALCE at Nam Phong for optimum 
retrograde readiness. Duri.ng that period Hason t.Jas conducted tvi th 
603rd ALeE coveringtall phases of the MAC move for the expected 
retrograde. At the direction of CG, 1st MA:~, in preparation for 
aperatian Sunset a maximum of non-essential equipment ioTas retrograded. 
Advance and staging parties were positioned on 28-30 August in 
preparation for an execute order. The execute order for Operation 
Sl'nset vras received on 30 AUG, R-day. 

The air portion of Operation Sl1llSet commenced on 3 September 
",i th NAC C-l41 and C-5A aircraft. The MAC airlift concluded on 14 
September after having moved 4.5 million pounds of cargo and 1371 passen­
gers in 93 C-141 and 13 C-5A aircraft. On 16 September the PATIiA 
C-130 airlift moved the first of 124,000 pounds of cargo and 274 
passengers which was to involve 11 aircraft in 4 days. The 
surface portion of Operation Sunset started on 2 September with the first 
convoy of Thai contract trucking departing from Nam Phong. All 
surface cargo '-.Jas trucked to Sattahip, Thailand betvJeen 2 and 21 
September Hi th the exception of .3 CH-46 helicopters v!hich were 
ferried on 16 and 17 September. The 7 million pounds of surface 
cargo t.JaS then loaded on HSC shipping (the SS Seatrain Puerto .\.ico for 
OkinaHa and the SS Green Forest for Iwakuni) bett,een 18 and 23 September. 

The tlSS Green Forest" arrived at lwakuni on 30 September 73 and un­
loading commenced on 1 Oct 73 lasting through 7 Oct 73. The unloading 
procedure .... ]as somewhat hampered by the need to barr,e all the eqUipment 
from the ship to the pier. Hany vehicles and pieces of equipment were 
noted to have suffered damage and/or pilferage. Tons of cargo Here off 
loaded and staged at the SliPl,ray area for customs iii;pectiJ)Po and further 
movement to the HAG-l5 area for dispersal to proper storage. October 
:was",also the1nonth which begah a ' year long study on Motor transport 

4 

ENCLOSURE (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

and heavy equipment. All motor transport and heavy equipment .~gan_/! 
transfer to H&MS-17 for incorportion into the WETS system. 

In November the 3'-;4 section was primarily involved Hith the reorgan­
ization of HAG-15 personnel, equipment and material. This re­
organization was aimed towards a rapid return to a posture of readiness. 
Large amounts of equipment and material were moved from the port area into 
the 1st HA.H and MAG-15 area ,.here it ,.as inventoried and either surveyed 
or prenared for futUre use. 

The November emphasis on the reorganization of NAG-15 personnel, 
eq~ipment and material continued into December. A great deal of 
progress Has evidenced by the physical appearance of the HAG-IS area. 
8-4 embarkation activities included the return of V~iFA-1l5 from NAHA, 
OkinaHa to hlakt'ni and, ':r.~iFJ'-232 ·w::s deployed from Ivlakuni to Naha. 
In addition, IT'J.~CJ-l deploved a Det. to MisaHa and slJbsequently returned 
that Det, and their Det. from the U.S.S. HidHay. There Has a g eat 
deal of emphasis, dlJring the month of December, on administrative 
preparation for the upcoming Wing A&N inspection. 
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PART III 

SEQl1ENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

2 JULY 1973 

16-24 July 1973 

20-25 July 1973 

1-3 August 1973 

28-30 August 1973 

30 August 1973 

2-21 September 1973 

3-14 September 1973 

16-17 September 1973 

16-19 September 1973 

19-23 September 1973 

1-7 October 1973 

5 October 1973 

Completed the first tropical vTarehouse 
for LSG. 

ALCE affiliation training at Iwakuni 
for 8 persons. 

Preparations for MAG-15 CO's change 
of command .. 

250 kH HUSE generator moved to 
power station 2 

ALCE affiliation training conducted 
at Nam Phong. Liaison with 603rd ALCE 

Advance parties and staging parties 
departed Nam Phong. 

Execution order for Operation Sun­
set. 

Convoys move surface cargo to DWP 
Sattahip. 

MAC airlift 93 C-141 and 13 C-5A 
aircraft moved 4.5 million pounds 
of cargo and 1371 pax. 

3 DH-46 helo's involed to Sattahip for 
s11rface shipment. 

S8 8eatrain PuE)rto Rico loaded ,-lith 
OkinaHa surface shipment sails. 

SS Green Forest loaded with Iwakuni 
surface shipment sails. 

Unloading of ship, flSS Green Forest". 

Transfer of all motor transport and 
heavy equipment began-_ to H&MS-17 for 
incorporation into the WETS system. 
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7 November 1973 

15 November 1973 

23 November 1973 

29-30 Novsmber 1973 

4 December 1973 

6 December 1':'073 

11 December In73 

17 December 1973 

19 December 1973 

21 December 1973 

23 December 1973 

DECLASSIFIED 
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First 0-130 launched an VHFA 232 air­
lift from Cubi Pt. R.P. to HCAS 
Iwalruni. 

Final aircraft of VEFA 232 airlift 
element arrived at HCAS Iwalruni. 

LTCOL. N.A. SI'uTH relieved Maj. J. F. 
},lcNELLY as 60mmanding Officer of 
H&l'-:!S-15 

Visit of Maj Gen I1IL11A1I1 G. JOHNSON 
the deputy Commandi,ng General Fleet 
Marine Force, Pacific. 

m~CJ-l Det. airlifted from lwalruni 
to Misawa, Japan. 

Visi t of Maj. General !1. P. RYAN, 
Commanding General Third M.arine 
Amphibious Force. 

~,PA-115 advance party arrived in 
Iwakuni from Naha. ~'YA-232 advance 
party departed from hlakuni to Naha 
on return aircraft. 

First C-130 aircraft launched from 
Naha on VHFA-1l5 main body airlift 
to Iwakuni. VMFA-2.32 began main body 
to Iwakuni to Naha on return aircraft. 

Final C-130 airCl'aft of W-fFA-1l5 
airlift element arrived at Iwakuni 
and returned to Naha with final 
load of VMFA-232 airlift. 

VHCJ-l Det. from U.S.S. Midway 
airlifted from Atsugi to Iwakuni, 
Japan. 

~~CJ-l Missawa Det. airlifted back 
to Iwakuni. 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
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