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PART T

ORGANTZATTONaAL DATA

1. Designation Commanding Officer’”

Marine Aircraft Group 15 Colonel A. W, TALBERT
1 July to 25 July 1973
Colonel D. &. S5JoASLUND
26 July to 31 DJecember 1973

SULOR INATE UNITS

Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 15 Major J. F. kcNELLY
1 July to 19 November 1973
LtCol N. A, SH(TH
20 Wov to 31 fecember 1973

Harine Air 3ase Squadron 15 lajor u. J. KIELY
1 Juy to 3 July 1973
lizjor . F. PYLE, JR.
L July to 8 July 1973
LtCol J. C. BYRAM
9 July to 31 December 1973

ilarine Composite Reconnaissance Scuadron 1 LtCol R. J. mORLEY
1 July to 31 December 1973

ilarine Ti:ater Attack Squadron 115 ItCol H. C. IVY
23 July 1972 to 1 July 1973
LtCol C. V. V. SMILLIZ, JA.
2 July to 31 December 1973

Marine Fi-hter Attack Squadron 232 LtCol J. A, HMEAD
1 July to 31°December 1973

.

W

rine 411 veather Attack Squadron 533  iiajor @. E. MEITIEW
1 July to 30 August 1973
Squadiron Reassigned
31 August to 31 December 1973

2. Geographical Location Period
Nam Phong Hoyal Thai Air Force Base
Thailand 1 July to 12 September 1973
¥iCAS, Iwakuni, Japan 13 Septemier to 31 December 1973
3+ Staff Officers
Executive Officer LtCol A. ¥, RbaLSEN
1 July to 31 Decemver 1973
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. 2 e

S

SECRST

—— e ——

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

S=1 Officer Capt B.E. WELSH
1 July to 9 Septemher 1973
Major R.T. WARD
10 September to 31 December 1973

S=2 Officer CW0=3 R.D. WEEB
1 July to 31 October 1973
Major G. B. FRANKLIN
1 November to 31 December 1973

S=3 Officer LtCol R. PLANT
1 July to 31 December 1973

S=l Officer Major J.N BIBLER
1 July to 20 August 1973
Major F.J. SCHOEER
21 August to 30 September 1973
Major R.J. McGAN
1 October to 31 December 1973

Group Supply Officer LtCol J.W. FRIBERG
1 July to 18 October 1973
Major K.M. WILSON
19 October to 31 December 1973

Aviation Safety Officer Capt R.S5. JONES
1 July to 27 July 1973
Capt B.R. BATRD
28 July to 31 December 1973

L Average Monthly Strength

JULY
USMC USN OTHER
CFF Enl OFF Enl CFF Enl Civ
I T599 O 0 o "0 0
August
USMC USN OTHER
OFF  Enl OFF Enl OFF Enl Civ
71 1730 8 21 1T 1T 73
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. SEPTEMEER
USHC sy OTHER
OFF  ENL OFF  ENL OFF ENL CIV
88 1889 B 9 1 11 73
OCTOEER
UsMe UsN OTHER
OFF  ENL OFF  ENL OFF ENL OTHER
L, 16 0 O T 0 0
NOVEMBER
USHC - USN OTHER
OFE  ENL OFF  ENL L CWV
|2 T3 "0 0 0
DECEMEER
USHC UsN OTHER
‘ OFF  ENL OFF  ENL CIV
83 1L23 0 70 0
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PART I3
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

(8) During July = Combat flight operations continued for MAG-15 with all
tactical squadrons delivering ordnance in support of Khmer Forces of the
Cambodian Republic in the air-to-ground and close~air-support roles,

(U0) During July, increased emphasis was placed on construction of em~
bark boxes and embarkation preparation. The first of two tropical ware-
houses was completed by MABS and monsoon preparation work continued on
drainage ditches and road work.

(U) On 25 July, H&MS-15 Cryogemiés section received one lox generating
plant thereby providing increased support to the tactical squadrons,

(U) On 25 July, Colonel A.W. "Tall® TALBERT was relieved by Colonel D.E.
BJORKLUND .

(U) By the end of July, Ground Aviation Supply had completed retro-
grade of all known excesses with a program implemented to separate all
. A6A peculiar items in preparation for transfer of VMA(AW)=533 to MAG-12.

(U) The Fiscal Section was visited by LtCol FOULGER and CWO WILSON of
the Wing Comptrollerts Office. The purpose of their visits was to review
Southeast Asia reporting procedures as well as other operations peculiar
to operations at Nam Phong RTAFB, Thailand,
(8) On 15 August 1973, all combat operations against enemy forces within f;
the Republic of Cambodia were terminated in accordance with executive a
orders. MAG=1l5 was the last Marine aviation unit engaged in combat in
Southeast Asia. The last Combat sortie was flown by Lt BUCKNER (pilot)
and Capt HAGERMAN (RIO), and Lt Staver (pilot) and Lt HUMBERD (RIO) aboard
the last s@ction of aircraft to leave Cambodian airspace. The gbove
named aviators were all members of the "Red Devils" of VMFA~-232,

(8) On 30 August, operational control of VMA(AW)=533 was relinquished to 1
MAG-12 following the departure of the "HAWKS" aircraft from Nam Phong for
Iwakuni, Japan.

(8) Less than 24 hours later, the F-4B!'s of the "Silver Eagles®" of VMFA- ”
115 departéd the "Rose Garden" for their interium retrograde base, Nzha ¥
Air Base, Okinawa where training was continued with emphasis on maintaine=

dng aircrew proficiency in day and night air-to-air techniques.

(C) The WFA~115 Silver Eagles concluded the admin and logistical aspects
of redeployment and flight operations began on 7 September with an ACM
training syllabus designed to bring all aircrews to the same level of
readiness. Included in the syllabus was a complete BAM refresher for all
aircrews followed by one-on-one and two—~on=one ACM. In addition, a rew
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fresher air-intercept sylilabus was initiated which was pursued on a con~
tinuing basis to ensure readiness for the "Eagles" air-to-air mission,

monies on the Nam Phong flight line, The last tactical Marine aircraft
unit to fly in combat in Southeast Asia, they were also the last to fly
out of the "Rose Garden", leaving at 15 minute intervals beginning at
0800 the morning of the first. At 0915 the last of :gix° sections of
FufJ's left for Cubi Point, Republic of the Phillipines, Their interium
retrograde base where training was continued in air-to-air, serial combat
maneuvering, and air-to-ground phases of the aircrew training syllabus,

(S) September First the Red Devils of VMFA=232 had their farewell ceres /%

(8) On five September, it was personnel of H&S~-15 who, after supporting
the aircraft retrograde, boarded MAC aircraft and began their exodus from
the Royal Thai Air Force Base, leaving behind a small "rear" unit to close
the Marine facility.

(U) During this period, all the MABS-15 sections devoted extensive hours
to ensuring the retrograde went as scheduled., Advance parties departed
Nam Phong on 29 August 1973, The Military Airlift Command airlift began
on 3 September 1973. This airlift was to continue until 12 September 1973.

(C) The MABS=15 TAFDS Section which secured operations on 14 September
1973 at Nam Phong, Thailand was re-constituded and delivering fuel again
at MCAS Iwakuni on 18 September 1973,

(C) Beginning on 17 September, the Marines oldest tactical aircraft
squadron insignia, the "Red Devil" of VMFA=-232, flew commencing the two
day missile exercise of the squadrons Cubi Point training syllabus while
members of the unit celebrated the 48th birthday of the "Red Devil'". The
missile exercise was scheduled to qualify aircrew men in Phase II and
Phase III air=to-air training,

(C) On 21 September, MABS~15 departed Nam Phong after completing their
duties of US~to=Thai base twrnover. MABS-15 continued base support and
services until shortly after the last MAC Logistics flight of the retro-
grade departed. Communications and support personnel remained behind
until completion of Base Turnover to the Thai Air Force affording the
necessary manpower for last minute repair and area police,

(C) PAGASA II was a joint exercise which included elements of the United
States Navy and Marine Corps operating in conjunction with the Armed For-
ces of the Republic of the Phillippines. VMFA-232 was an element of PROV-
MAG-12, This command flew beach preparation, close air support and combat
air patrol missions as a member of the invasion force amd also doubled as
part of the air power of the defending units. From 27 September until 2
October, VMFA-232 flew 51 missions in support of the exercise and maine-
tained alert crews to be called upon if needed.

6 ENCLOSURE (1)
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(C) During the month of September, the S-4 section was predominately in-
volved in COperation Sunset. The operation consisted of an air and surface
lift,

The air portion commenced on 3 September with MAC C~141 and C-52 air-
craft. The MAC airlift concluded on 14 September after having moved 4.5
million pounds of cargo and 1371 passengers in 93 C-141 and 13 C~54 air-
craft, On 16 September the PATMA C-130 airlift moved the first of 124,000
pounds of cargo and 274 passengers which was to involve 11 aircraft in 4
days.

The surface portion started on 2 September with the first convoy of
Thai contract trucking departing from Nam Phong. All surface cargo was
trucked to Sattahip, Thailand between 2 and 21 September with the excep-
tion of 3 CH-46 helicopters which were ferried on 16 and 17 September. The
% million péunds of surface cargo was then loaded on MSC shipping (the SS
Seatrain Pusrto Rico for Ckinawa and the SS Green Forest for Iwakuni) be-
tween 18 and 23 September,

(C) October found all units of MAG-15 out of Nam Fhong and in the process
of readjusting to a non-combat enviromment, Orders and Bulletins were re=
written to cover operations from Iwakuni and other peace-time bases and
new garrison training programs.were begun.

(C) VMFA-115 conducted Phase II ACM and air-to-ground refresher training
with emphasis on low level soft ordnance delivery techniques. In addition
to normal training operations 4 sorties/12 hours were flown in support of
operation Commando Jade and 3 sorties// hours in support of Second Battalion
9th Marines.

N{U) Gendral Robert E. CUSHMAN Jr., Commandant of the Marine Corps, visited
MAG-15 in conjunction with his first MAW visit on 29 September., He was
“briefed on MAG-15 operations and specifically the Nam Phong retrograde.

(C) During this period Marine Air Base Squadron-15 continued to off-load
equipnent shipped from RTAFB Nam Phong via surface. Extensive time was
devoted to up-grading all equipment to a fully operational status.

(U) The MABS~15 Motor Transport section was transferred to Wing Engineering
and Transport Squadron-l17, and the majority of personnel of the Weather,

Recovery, Crash Crew, MATCU, Food Services and Communications sections were
transferred to Station activities as part of the Fleet Augmentation Program.

(U) Throughout November the S-4 section and MABS=-15 were primarily involved
with the re-organization of MAG-15 personnel, Equipment and material, This
re-organization was aimed at rapidly achieving a return to a posture of
Combat Readiness following the retrograde. Large amounts of equipment and
material were moved from the port srea into lst MAW and MAG=15 areas whaxe
it was inventoried and either surveyed or prepared for future use.

(U) LtCol N.A. SMITH assumed command of H&MS~15, relieving Major J.JF. McNELLY.
on 19 November 1973.
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(U) Major General W.G. JOHNSON and Major General F.C. LANG, CG lst MAW,
visited the MAG=1l5 Ordnance department and were highly impressed with all
Ordnance work centers,

(U) Personnel from all units not deployed participated in various fields of
training such as GMS Testing, Pistol Qualification, Drill and Fhysical Fit-
ness Training. The training had developed quite well to this point follow-
ing retrograde from Nam Phong,

(C) WFA-232 returned to Iwakuni from Cubi Point, Republic of the FPhillip-
pines.13 November 1973,

(C) WF4-115 continued an aggressive Phase II ACM and VID intercept pro-
gram, refreshing nine (9) aircrew in two on one F4 vs F4 ACM, and bring-
ing eight (&) other crews within one or two sorties of completion. Eight-
een (18) sorties of air-to-air gunnery were also flown firing the MK 4 Gun
Pod against a towed dart.

(C) The RF4B flight hours and sorties increased significantly from the pre-

vious month due to the high percentage of aircraft availability and minimal
deployment of RF4B's,.

(C) The EA6A flight hours and sorties decreased sharply from the previous
month due to the nonmavailability of operationally ready aircraft. s detern-

ining factor was the unusually high NORS rate encountered during the month
of November.

(C) On 2 November 1973, one EA6A and one RF/B departed for Taipei Taiwan
for Exercise Eagle Planning Conference, The exercise was unfortunately can-
celled due partly to the energy crisis/comservation program. On 5 November
1973, two RF-4B's deployed to Naha, AB for four days of extensive official
photo operations. During the middle portion of the month squadron efforts
were centered on preparing Det 101 for redeployment aboard the USS Midway.
Supply accrwement of parts hampered the EAGA efforis while the RF=4B's cone-
tinued their aggressive flying, Also during this time air refueling haps
were conducted by the EA6A's, VMA-211 furnished one A4 configured with a
buddy store for the refueling sorties. Cooperation was at a maximum during
this effort.

(C) On 23 November 1973 VMCJ-1 Det 101 began its "walk aboard" on the USS
Midway. On 27 November 1973, three EA6A's flew aboard CVA-41 to begin its
second sea period. At this time VMCJ-1 was also tasked with furnishing an
RF4B detachment to Misawa Air Base for day and night operations for a peri-
od of three weeks. On 29 Novemwber 1973, the advance party departed for Mi-
sawa to begin liaison with COMFAIRWESTPAC Det, Misawa.

(C) On 30 November 1973, VMCJ-lreceived the 1973 CNO pviation Safety Award
and for its performance in Indo-China operations during periods cf 1968 and
1969, was also awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendation, The ceremony
took place on VMCJ-1l's flight line presented by Major General JCOHNSON,
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(U) MAG-15 S-2 initiated three programs to provide security and in-
telligence support for MAG~15 Headquarters and subordinate units. The
first was the publication and dissemination of a MAG=15 periodic Intelligence
Newsletter. This newsletter contains information on foreign military/
political events which are deemed pertinent to MAG=15. The second program
initiated was a Security Training Program primarily directed toward the
actuzl handling of classified materials. The training includes clearance,
access requirements, control methods, stowage requirements, transmittal and
distruction. The third program initiated after hours security checks of
MAG=15 working areas. These checks, conducted by the MAG=15 Intelligence
Officer or Chief, are conducted on a periodic basis, unannounced and after
normal working hours to ensure proper stowage of classified materials.

(C) Embarkation activities during December included the return of VMFA-115
to Iwakuni and the deployment of VMFA-232 to Naha Airbase, R.P. In addition
VMCJ=-1 deployed a detachment to Misawa and subsequently returned that
detachment and Det-101 from the USS Midway.

(U) The MABS~-15 Cormunications Section commenced a three week joint
training program with MWCS=18 during the first week of December. The train-
ing syllabus included all areas of operational communications. 4 com-
munications field exercise was conducted, following the training program,
with MVCS~18, MABS~12 and WERS-17. The GEMEX was the final practical ap=
plication phase for the Joint Training Program.

(C) Commando Jade, the training exercise over Korea, was scheduled and

cancelled during the month due to fuel considerations in line with the
fuel conservation program.
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SEQUENTTAL LISTING OF SICNIFICANT EVENTS

JULY

2 Julys MABS-15 completed the first tropical warehouse for LSG.

4 July: A boxing smoker was organized by Special Services. The boxing
gear was borrowed from Udorn Special Services. There were eleven bouts

and attendance was excelleht. Additional smokers are planned for the
future,

16~2ly July ALCE affiliation training at Iwakuni for 8 persons.

20 July: SSgb C.M. MORROW and SSgt R.R. CIESLINSKI, LCpl H.E. RAMSEY
and IFC C.E. TAYLOR Liaison visit to the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing at
RTAFB Ubon and the 3:8th Tactical Fighter Wing at RTAFB Korat. For
purpose of receiving briefing on unit missions, aircraft characteristics,
USAF briefing/de-briefing procedures and S.E.R.E./SAR procedures.
20-25.July: Preparations for MAG-15 CO's change of command.

22 July: 250 kw MUSE generator moved to power station 2,

25 July: The H&M3~15 Cryogenics Section received one Lo2/Ln2 Cenerating
Plant thereby providing increased support to the tactical squadrons.

‘l. AUQUST
1-3 August: ALCE affiliation training conducted at WNam Phong.
1=3 August: Liaison with 603 ALCE.

2-6 August: The new AC/S, G-1, 1stMAW visited Nam Phong to discuss
personnel problems during the first week in August.

-8 August: & representative from the Wing Management Office visited
MAG=-15 S-1,

1L August: The new Cesium Beam Frequency Standard, possessed by Mobile
Calibration Complex=One (MCC-1), became operational. This highly stable
unit increases the frequency accuracy capability of the lab to a point
of + 5 parts in 1012 parts. As a side feature to the unit there is a
clock which allows this laboratory to maintain very accurate time, + 1
second in approximately 1997 years. This is the most accurate frequency
standard held by the Marine Corps in the 1lst MAW area.

15 August: The bombing stopped.

15 August: MAG-15 ceased combat operations over S.E. Asia. S5-2 secured
combat briefing/debriefing and ceased publishing OPREP=}'s and INTSWM's.
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28-30 August: Advance parties and staging parties departed Nam Phong.
30 August: Execution order for Operation Sunset, Nam Phong retrograde.
30-31 August: 3S-2 conducted Intelligence brief for VTMFA-~115 and VMFA-232

on Communist Forces Air Defense Systems in Laos, NVN and SVN in prepara=
tion of retrograde.

September
s s s

1-19 September: All MAG-15 Marines retrograded from Nam Phong with the I
exception of a ten (10) man logistics party remaining at the ship land=-

ing point and a three (3) man staff remaining at Udorn, Thailand to

serve as a retrograde personnel liaison point.

2-21 September: Convoys move surface cargo to DWP Sattahip.

3-1) September: MAC Airlift 93 C-1l1 and 13 C~5A moved L.5 million 20
of cargo and 1371 pax. g
b

3 September: HE&MS~15 commenced retrograde from RTAFB Nam Phong, Thailand |
to Iwakuni, Japan:

IMA A6A personnel joined VMA(AW)-533 and departed for Iwakuni. Fourteen
MiF'!'s, two G=-2000 air conditioners and four sets 6f running gear were
transferred from H&MS-15 Avionics to MAG-12.

L September: Two AERO 1A's, one INU, eight IMA technicians from Avionics
were attached to VMFA-115 Maintenance deployed eleven men and 67 pieces
of equipment to ViFA-115 at Naha, Japan and WFA-232 at Cubi Pt., R.P.
for IMA support of those squadrons.

S September: Avionics attached seven MiF!s, three INU's and twenty-nine
IMA technicians to VMFA-232 at Cubi Pt., R.P.

5 September: S-2 Equipment staged for retrograde.

6 September: Intelligence Chief with S-2 classified files retrograded
from Nam Phong.

7 September: S-2 enlisted retrograded from Nam Phong.
10 September: The H&MS-15 Ordnance was in full operation in Iwakuni,

Japan, consisting of the following shops; MER/TER, Handling Equipment,
and Gun Pod Shop, RF4 Avionics joined the H&MS-15 Avionics complex,

Administpative control of VMCJ-l was assumed by MAG-15,

13 September: Intelligence Files/Equipment in place at MAG-15 HQ MCAS
Iwakuni.
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1L September: Intelligence Officer departs Nam Phong arrives riCAS Iwdkuni.
1l September: H&MS«15 retrograde to Iwakuni, Japan completed. iff/;ﬁ /i
16 September: The H&MS-15 Ground Support Equipment continued partial
support of VMA(AW)~533 and gave support to H&MS=12 Ground Support Equip~
ment in support of VMCJ=1

16-17 September: 3 CHLS helo moved to Sattahip for sufface shipment.

16-19 September: PATMA Airlift 11 C~130 A/C moved 124,000 pounds of
cargo and 274 pax.

18-20 September: SS Seatrain Puerto Rico loaded with QOkinawa surface
shipment/sails.

19-23 September: S5 CGreen Forest loaded with Iwakuni surface shipment/
sails,

20 September: H&MS-15 Avionics complex fully operational.

29 September: Gen Robert E. CUSHMAN, Commandant of the Marine @orps visited.

NOVEMBER

1 November: Maj G.E. FRANKLIN assumed duty as S-2 Officer.

7 November: First C-~130 launched on WNNFA-232 Airlift from Cubi Pt. R.P.
to MCAS Iwakuni.

15 November: Final aircraft of VMFA-232 airlift element arrived at MCAS
Jwakuni.

16 November: SSgt J.W. MASON reassigned from MAG-15, S-2 to WMFA-232, S-2,
20-28November: Maj G.E. FRANKLIN to Okinawa for liaison with VMFA~115.

23 November: LtCol. N.A. SMITH relieved Maj J.P. McNELLY AS Commanding
Officer of H&MS-15,

30 November: MGen F.C. LANG, CG lstMAW and MGen W.G. JOHNSON, Asst.
CG FMFPAC visited MAG-15 ordnance.

29-30 November: Visit of Maj. Gen. William S. JCHNSON, the Deputy
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific.

DECEMBER

3 December: i RFLB's deply to Misawa AB.

22 ENCLOSURE (1)
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i December: WCJ-1 Det, airlifted from Iwakuni to Misawa, Japan.
6 December: Visit of Major Ceneral M.?. RYAN, Commanding General Third
10 December: VIMCJ~1 briefed officers from the 3rd Marine Division.

11 December: WMFA-115 advance party arrived in Iwakuni from Naha, VMFA-
232 advance party departed from Iwakuni to Naha on return aircraft.

11 December: Commando Jade was cancelled.

17 December: First C~130 aircraft launched from Naha on VMFA-115 main
body airlift to Iwakuni. WMFA-232 began main body airlift from Iwakuni
to Naha on return aircraft.

19 December: Two EA6A's return from the USS Midway.

19 December: Final C-130 aircraft of VMFA-115 airlift element arrived
at Iwakuni and returned to Naha with final load of VMFA-232 airlift.

20 December: One EA6A returns from the USS Midway and 3 RFL4B's return
from Misawa AB.

20 December: SgtMaje. P.J. MAROVICH relieved by SgtMaj. RANDALL as
Sgtifaj. of Marine Aircraft Group 15. '

21 Decembef: One FFYB returns from Misawa AB,

22 December: Main Body returns from Misawa AB.

23 December: VMCJ-1 Misawa Det. airlifted back to Iwakunie.

23 December: KMain body from Det 101 aboard USS Midway returns to Iwakuni.

31 December: Year ended..

13 ENCLOSURE (1)

CORFIDERT AL

DECLASSIFIED




DEEI:.ASSIFIED
® o

PART IV

UNCLASSIFIED

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

MOVREPS FERICD 1 JUL TO 31 Dec 1973
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‘ HEADCIARTERS
Varine Alrcraft Group 15
1st Marine Aircraft Uing
FPN San Francisco $6602

CoM

STAFF CHRONOLOGY
1 July to 31 December 1973
Index
PART I = ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
PART IT - WARRATIVE SUMMARY
PART ITI - SFOENTTAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT REVENTS

PART IV = SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
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UNCLASSIFIED

O PART T

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1, DESIGNATION GROUP INTELLIGENCE OFFICER

Marine Aircraft Group 15 CWo-3 R. D, WEBB
1 July to 31 Tecember 1973

MAJOR G. E., FRANKLIN
1 November to 31 December 1973

2. GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION PERIOD
Royal Thal Air Force Base 1 July to 13 September 1973
Yam Phong, Thailand
© MCAS Iwakuni, Japan 1l; September to 31 December
1973

3. AVERAGE HONTHLY STRERGTH

USIC uUsh OTHER
® OFF BML  OFF  ENL QN ENL
1 5 0 0 0 0
‘. 2 ENCLOSURE (1)
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COUFINGNTIAL PART TI

NARRATTIVE SUMMARY

1. (C) During the pariod 1 July to 15 August 1973, MAG=15 Intellicence

Section (32) continued Intelligence support of MAG-15 ajr combat oper=
ations over Cambodia, "uring this period the Group $=2 briefed/debrief-
ed 83 combat air sorties, published 231 OPRTP=l's and L6 Tntelligence
Summaries, processed over LOOO classified messapes, conducted eight
3.2,R.5./0AR Yraining sessions to include practical exercizes in the use
oft the Jungle Pernetrator and SAR equipment, A total of 42 officers were
provided  _ _this training., !1AG-15 S-2 persomnel also conducted periodic
liaison visits with the L32nd Tactical Reconnaissance Wing a UDORN,
Thailand and also sent four MAG-15 S-2 personnel to the 8th Tactical
Fighter Wing at RTAFB UBON and the 388th Tactical Fighter Jing at RTAFB
at KORAT for the purpose of receiving briefings on unit missions, air-
craft characteristics; USAF briefing/debriefing procedures and S.8.R.3./
SAR procedures., '

2, (C) tn 15 August 1973 MAG=15 ceased air combat operations over S.3.
Asia and MAG<15 S5-2 published the final OPRAP-l, and Intelligence Summary
after briefing and debriefing the final combat sorties. The MAG=15 S-2
Officer prepared and presented an intelligence briefing to the MAG-L5
gun squadrons on Communist Forces Air Nefense Systems in LAOS, WVN and
SV in preparation for overflights of these areas during retrograde.

3. (U) On 6 September 1973 MAG-15 S-2 received the order to manifest
the S=2 personnel and equinment for retrograde from FAX PHONG, The
first iuncrement of S=2 personnel and equipment departed on 6 September
with the second increment departing on 7 September. The S<2 Officér ve-
nained at HAIT PI'ONG with the Headquarters Staff until 1l September at
wvhich time he departed for MCAS Twakuni.

Lo () Turing the period September to Necember 1973, MAG-15 S-2 prepar-
ed for changing the intelligence functions from a combat environment to
Garrison duty, S-2 published or updated various Group Orders on Visitor
Control; Control of Photography, Intelligence/Security Training, Survival/
Evasion/Resistance/Escape (SERE§ and Sabotage/Tspionage/Subversion/Nissi=
dent Activities. In preparation of planned a required Intelliyence/Sec-
urity trairing functions, MAG-15 S-2 requested and received two quotas
for the Jungle Envirommental Training (JEST) school at Subic Bay, Philip-
ines. Two MAG=15 $-2 personnel were sent to this course of instruction,
HAG=15 5-2 also commenced providing instructors for Security of Classif-
ied Materiel briefings/lectures with the first presentation being to
H&MS<15 personnel on 12 Decembers The S-2 initiated a program of after
hours security checks on HQ MAG-15 offices/sections to provide additional
security within MAG=15. WAG-15 S-2 published the first of the MAG=15
Periodic Intelligence Newsletter. This Newsletter, dissiminated to
MAG-15 subordinate units, contains information on foreign military/
political events which are deemed pertinent to MAG-15,

CONFIDENT AL
3 BYCLOSURE. (1)
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5. (U) On 1 Kovember 1973; Major C. T, FRANKLIN assumed duties as the
1MAG-15 Intelligence Officer relieving CWO=3 R.. D, WiBB, HMajor FRANKLIN
conducted liaison visits with MAG-15 subordinate unit Tnislligence

Sections at MCAS Iwakuni and with VITA-115 a% Okinawa during 20 to 28
November.

6. {U) In anticipation of the scheduled Functional Management Inspec=
tion scheduled to be conducted by lst M&Y during Jamiary 197hL, S=2
comenced conducting preliminary inspections on subordinate units in
the functions of intelligence, counterintelligence and security. In
additional, MAG-15 S-2 monitored the procedures required for estab-
lishing Classified Material Control Centers and Secondary Control
Points for the MAG-15 Headgquarters and subordinate units.

CORFINDFNTIAL
L ENCLOSURE (1)
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PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF STIGETFICANT EVENTS

20 July 1973

15 August 1973

30=31 August 1973

6 Sep 1973

7 Sep 1973
13 Sep 1973

1), September 1973

1 November 1973

2=9 November 1973

20-28 Nov 1973

10 Dacembar 1973

16 December 1973

S3gt Co M. MORROW, SSgt R. R. CIESLINSKI, LCpl
H, E. RAMSEY, and Pfec C. B, TAYLOR: Liaison
visit to the 8th Tactical Tighter Wing at
RTAPR UBON and the 388th Tactical Fighter
Wing at RTAFB KORAT. For purpose of receiving
briefing on Unit lMissions, Aircraft Characie
eristics, USAF briefing/de-briefing procedures
and SSE.R.E./SAR procedures.,

MAG=15 ceased combat operations over S F. Asia,
3=2 secured combat briefing/de=briefing and
cocased publishing OPREP-l's and INTSTI's,

Conducted Intelligence brief for VMFA=115 and
VMFA=232 on Communist Forces Air Defensge
Systems in LAOS, NVN and SVN in preparation
of retrograde.

Intelligence Chief with S=2 classified files
retrograded from Nam Phong,

S5=2 Enlisted retrograded Trom Nam Phong,

Intelligence Files/Equipment in place at
MAG-15 Headquarters MCAS Iwakuni.

Intelligence Officer departs Wam Phong
and arrives MCAS Iwakuni.

Major G. E. FRANKLIN assumed duty as
3-2 Officer,

S3gt J. W, MASON and LCpl R. D. ROMERO
attended JEST 3School in Philippines.

Maj G. E. FRANKLIN to Okinawa for Liaison
with ViFA<115,

Initiated 11AG=15 periocic Intelligence
Newsletier.

Instituted system of after hours Group

Headquarters checks,

CONFIDERTTAL
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CONTINENTIAL

PART 7V

SITPPORTING DOCUMENTS

Jomb damage assessment was derlved from Intelligence Summaries and
Operational Keportel's for period 1 July thru 15 August 1973,

BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT FOR JULY, AHID. AUGUST

TARGET

KBA Confirmed

WBA

: Sustained Fires ,
Secondary Explosions
HABLY

Road Cuts

Bridges

FrP/Bunkers
Individual Weapons
Crew Surveyed Weapons
Supply Stacks/Cache
Buildingzs/Structures
Motorcycles

DESTROYED

118
28
51
53

L
3

1
3h5
59

-
4

68
162
6

ONOWOHOOHOOOO

DAMAGE
—_—

1

3

Silenced

CONTTINRNTT AT,
ENCLO3RE. (1)
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HEADQUARTERS
Marine Aircraft Group 15
1st Marine Alrcraft Wing
FPO Sen Francisco 96602

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
-1 July to 31 December 1973
PART T ~ ORGANIZATICN DATA

PART IT - NARRATIVE SUMMARY

o

PART IIT - SEQUENTIAL LISTING

OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
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PART T ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

Desipnation

Group Supply Department

Geographical Location

Nam Phong, Thailand
MCAS, Iwakuni Japan

Section Officer

GASSCO

MCPO

SRS0

SAS0

ADPO

CCso

WHSEQ

Page 1 of 2 Pages

Supply Officer

Ircor. J.W. FRIBERG
1 JULY - 18 OCT 1973

MAJ K.M. WILS(N
18 OCT - 31 DEC 1973

1 JULY - 12 SEPT 1973

13 SEPT - 31 DEC 1973

CAPT. L.E. SPEARS
1 JULY - 2 JULY 1973

CAPT., M,L. AWALT
26 JULY - 31 DEC 1973

CAPT. M,S. FRASIER
1 JULY - 31 DEC 1973

1STLI J.W. WESIMORELAND

6 OCT - 31 DEC 1973

CAPT. R.W. BENNEIT
1 JULY - 3 JULY 1973

CAPT, H.E, GURNEY
1 JULY - 31 DFC 1973

1STLT T.C. LAUSH
1 JULY - 11 AUG 1973

1STLT T.J. ROTHCHILD
1 JULY - 31 DIC 1973

2NDIT C.C. CHAMBERS
27 SEPT - 20 DEC 1973

CWo-1 G,B, MOORE
1 JULY - 31 DFC 1973

CW0-2 T.D. ROSE
1 JULY - 17 DEC 1973

1STLT C. WRZENSKI
5 NOV - 31 DEC 1973

A\

;?;/%k/

P .
i
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PART I ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

GRUSUPCHIEF MSGT, W.F, BARKER
1 JULY - 31 DFC 1973
GASSG CHIEF GYSGT. R.E. SICE

1 JULY - 30 JULY 1973

MSGT. T. HUNTER
20 AUG -~ 31 DEC 1973

Average Monthly Strength

USMC USN OTHER
OFF ENL OEF ENL OFf  ENL
14 147 o} ) o) o)
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PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

(U) During the month of July, Group Aviation Supply completed shipment of
all known excesses. A program was implemented to seperate all AEA peculiar
items in preparation of transfer of VMA-533 to MAG-12. On the Marine Corps
Property side, the annual physical inventory commenced on zll Sguadron and
MCP stocks. GySgt. REED went TAD to Iwakuni to inventory Retrograded sup-
plies, MCP completed renovation of the RIO located in the MARS-15 area and
also completed a massive program of receiving and distribution of all minor
property items invoiced from Wing to Nam Phong. The Fiscal Section was vis-
ited by Lt.Col. FORGER and CWO VU ILSON of the Wing Comptroller's Office. The
purpose of their visits was to review Southeast Asia report procedures as
well as other operations peculiar to operation at Nam Phong, Thailand.

(U) During the month of August, Group Aviation Supply completed segregation
of all known A6A peculiar items of supply. Documents were cut and all items
were physically relocated into a warehouse designated for A6A equipment. A
pack-up of spare parts was assembled for each operating squadron in prepar-
ation for retrograde. An advance party of supply personnel was deployed to
MCAS, Iwakuni. A complete Renovation of the Marine Corps Property warehouse
location system and Embarkation program was conducted, There was alsc a com-
plete pack-up of all Marine Corps Property supplies and Marine Corps Property
personnel joined Group Supply to help retrograde the entire group. On 1 Aug-
ust 1973 the Fiscal Section had a change in 0IC's. 2ndLt. ROTHCEILD re-
placed 1stLt. LAUSH as the Officer in Charge of MAG-15 Fiscal Section.

(U) During the month of September, Group Aviation Supply sent a pack-up of
spare partis supported by three Group Supply Personnel to locations at Cubi

Pt. Philippines and Naha Okinawa. The Rotable Pool was packed and shipped

to MCAS Iwakuni on the first air 1ift of retrograde. All Aviation Supply
Stores were packed and staged for retrograde prior to the main body of sup-
ply personnel leaving 10 September 1973. Lt.Col. FRIBERG and 10 supply per-
sonnel remained with the resr echelon to complete the retrograde from Nam
Phong. A massive program was conducted by Marine Corps Property Section to
set up a new Office, Warehouse and a complste new functioning system in gen- -
eral. All rolling stock started being invoiced to WETS-17. Lt. WESTMORELAND
reported for duty as assistant MCP Officer and completed back order valid-
ations from MPEF and 3rd FSR. DPersonnel in the Fiscal Section attended a Ac-
counting Seminar held 17-25 September. The purpose of this Seminar was to
familarize our personnel with Financial procedures established at MCAS Iwakuni
Japan.

(U) During the month of October, Group Aviation Supply was clearing warehouse
space in building 1205 and 1245. All Supply Officers Stores were moved from
the staging areas with the bulk items stored in building 1245 and all remain-
ing supplies in 1205. A Wall-to-Wall inventory was initated. Three MSP Vans
were set up in the location of the Avionics complex and Rotable Pool in order
to provide faster supply support. DMarine Corps Property completed all in-
voices for transfering VMCJ-1 to MAG-15 from MAG-12. MAJOR X.M. VILSON re-
lieved Lt.Col. FRIRERG on 18 October as the new Group Supply Officer.

Page 1 of 2 Pages
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PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

(U) During the month of November, Group Aviation Supply started a program
where all items of supply not meeting stocking criteria for garrison type
duty would be identified and excessed to the proper supply points. All
M800 Vans were invoiced to WEIS-17 in compliance with the new Wing Program
of consolidated support. An outside storage area was designated for all
POL and Wing Tanks which resulted in all items of supply officers stores be-
ing in an signed location. The Marine Corps Property Section established
and placed on order all requirements for cold weather clothing for VMFA-115,
and WMCJ-1. The annual inventory was completed and all adjustments are in
the process of being posted to the account. The Marine Corps Property Sec-
tion established a Armory to control and handle all excess weapons in MAG-15
and other highly negotiable items., The Fiscal Section was visited by the
FMFPAC Naval Audit Team. The purpose of this visit was to Audit Accounting
procedures of all wing Units.

(U) During the month of December, Group Aviation Supply completed posting
of the inventory with all balance cards and financial records being updated.
Technical Training for all 3071's was established for SUADPS U-1500 Computer
in preparation for implementation in January 1974. Since MAG-15 retrograded
‘from Thailand, the Marine Corps Property Section has been under a continuous
program to identify and invoice back all equipment that had originally came
from the 3rd MAW Div. MAG-15 Fiscal Section submitted the annual Navy and
Marine Corps Mid-Year Review.
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23 JULY

19 ATG
29 AUG
10 SEPT

15 OCT
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PART IIT

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

(U) AVIATION SUPPLY SECTION

The Aviation Section reviewed its stock to identify all A6A
peculiar items on hand.

A pack-up for operating squadrons were pulled from stock.
Supply deployed its advance element to MCAS IWAKUNI,
The main body of Supply Personnel deployed to MCAS IWAKUNI.

The Aviation Section started its Wall-to-Wall inventory.
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3 JULY

26 AUC
7 SEPT
17 OCT
20 OCT
25 NOV
7 DEC

26 DEC

PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTIN® OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

(U) MARINE CORPS PRCPERTY SECTION

innual Physical Inventory by all Squadrons end MCP Section
commenced,

MCP completed Retrograde and joined Group Supply in these efforis.
MCP retrograded to Iwakuni.

Joined VMCJ-1 from MAG=12.

Started Post Deployment Inventory.

Completed post deployment inventory.

Inspected Squadrons Material Sections.

Completed T/E Deficiency/Excess Program.
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1. DESIGNATION

S-1, Marine Aircraft Group 15
fy Marang Air

2. GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION

Ro§al Thai Air Force Base,
Nam Phong, Thailand

Marine Corps Air Station,
Iwakuni, Japan

3. STAFF OFFICERS

Ad jutant

Assistant &1 Officer

CMS Officer

- HAD Officer

Legal Officer

= .;:“5"‘«‘7;,
e

DECLASSIFIED

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

COMANDER

Capt B. E. WELCH

1 July -~ 9 September 1973
Major R. T. WARD

10 September - 31 December 1973

1 July ~ 10 September 1973
11 September -~ 31 December 1973

2ndlLt R. A. CRITZER

1 July - 8 October 1973

CWO-~3 G. S. LAVE.

9 October — 16 December 1973
1stLt J. R. BROWN .
177 December = 31 December 1973

1stLt D. A. ECHTERNACH

1 July - 9 September 1573

Capt P. SULLIVAN

10 September = 31 December 1973

1s5tlt De Ae ECHTERNACH

1 July ~ 31 August 1973

1stlt R. L. SCHMIDT

1 September ~ 31 December 1973
-", *

1stlt J. M. HIMES

1 July ~ 2 November 1973

1stLt C. A. GONSER.

3 November ~ 31 December 1973

. 2ndLt R. A. CRITZER

1 July - 28 September 1973
1stLt L. A. DILIMAN
29 September — 31 -December 1973

e
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S&C Officer - 1stlt. J. L. CIESLAK

1 July = 11 September 1973
IStLt A+ Re PARKHURST

12 September - 24 October 1973

, o 1stLt E. Re. KELLY
‘ y v 25 October = 31 December 1973

Speccial Services/ - 1stLt S A, MILLER
Career Planning Officer 1 July - 18 November 1973
' ‘ 1stLt G. M. DENKLER

19 November - 31 December 1973

L. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

USMC usN . winmR

OFF  BL  OFF EL - OFF BNL
7 12 0 0 o 0
‘ PART IT

e NARRATIVE SUMMARY

“1l. From 1 July to 19 September 1973, MAG-15 S=1 continued to perform

administrative functions concerning five squadrons and two detdchments
at Royal Thai Air Force Base, Nam Phong, Thailand.,

, . ! '
2. From 19 September to 31 December 1973, MAG-15 S-1 was located at *
Marine Corps Air Station, Iwakuni, Japan and was busy converting admin-

* istrative functions from a forward deployed operation to a garrlson

operation.

"PART III ;

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS o 2

1. Admlnlstratlve control of VMA (AW) 533 was transferred to NAG—12 1n

August 1973.

2. MAG-15 S-1 returned to MCAS, Twakuni, Japan from 1 September -

19 September 1973. : N

3, Major R. T. WARD relleVed Captain Be E. WELCH as MAG-15 S=1 Officer
on 10 September 1973 : -

Lo Administrative control of WMCJ-1 Q 5 assumed or. 10 October 1973,
' : 3. .

-
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5¢ Sub-Unit 1, MABS-15 was deactivéted and.the'RUC ¢losed on 30 October

1973.

6. During November 1973 Motor Transport and Engineering persornel
transferred from MABS-15, MAG=15 to WETS-17, MWEG-17 to establish the
First Marine Aircraft Wing test of thé centralized Motor Transport and

Engineering concept.
PART IV

SUPPOEIING DOCUMENTS

None
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' S=3, Marine ALircraft Group-ld5
COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1 July 1973 to 31 December 1973
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PART T

DECLASSIFIED

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1. Desination
S=3, Marine Aircraft Group 15

2. Geographical Location
Royal Thai AirForce Base Nam Phong, Thailand
MCAS Iwakuni, Japan '

3. Staff Officers
Assistant S5=3 Officer

NATOPS Officer

Training/NBC Defense Officer

Adrcrew training Officer

Mares/Forstat Officer
Operations Admin Officer

e Average Monthly Strength (USMC)
JULY AUG

OFF ENL OFF ENL
I3 & S 7

Commander
ithl R. 'PLANT
1 July to 31 Dec 1973

Period
1 July to 12 September 13973
13 Sep to 31 December 1973

Capt E. EDELEN

1 July to 15 July 1973
Capt W.J. SIMPSON

16 July to 2L Sep 1973
Major J.W. SANDERS

25 Sep to 12 Nov 1973
Ma jor P. KRUSE

13 Nov to 31 Dec 1973

Capt PRIESTER

1 July to 27 September 1973
Capt T.J. SINGLETON

28 Sep to 31 Dec 1973

Capt E. EDELEN

1 July to 15 July 1973
Capt W.J. SIMPSON

16 July to 31 Dec 1973

Capt F. PRIESTER

1 July to 11 Uct 1973
Capt T.A. TOTH

12 Qct to 31 Dec 1973

Capt D.W. THEUNE
1 July to 31 Dec 1973

Capt D.W. THEUNE
1 July to 31 Dec 1973
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SECRET
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SECRET
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OV DEC
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SECRET

SECHRET

A.

PART II

STATISTICAL SUMMARY

BDA for period 1 July to 31 December 1973 (includes VMFA-115,
VMFA-232 and VMA(AW)-533).

Killed by Air
Wounded by Air
Bunkers Destroyed/Damaged
Structures Destroyed/Damaged
Other Buildings
Fortified Positions
Fox Holes
Secondary Explosions
Secondary Fires
Supply Stacks

75M4 Recoilless Rifles
82MM Mortars

M=79 Grenade Launchers
51 Caliber A/A Cun
30 Caliber Machine Gun
B-lj0 Rockets
AX-L7 Rifles
Sustained Fires
Road/Trail Cuts
Sampans Destroyed
Bridge
Tank Dams
Automatic Weapons
Motorcycles
Other Small Arms
Results Not Observed

Sorties/Hours

418
28
345/10
13L/62
28/11
/3
18

53
15
68

|_l
l-ci,l—"l—' osNUL N

\Ju

H
owHHOE

25

in excess of 100

(includes VMFA-115, VMFA-232, VMA(AW)=-533 and VMCJ-1)

Total Hours Flouwn
Total Sorties
Combat Hours
Combat Sorties

8048.6

LhL7
1280.3

7hé
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SECGRET ® @

SECRET

C. Ordnance Expenditures

Ordnance Tons Expended
ATM=7/E 2 1.52
ATM-9 W29
MK~76 6.1
MK"?? 7 .O
M](-Bl 6 .8
MK-82 2144,,07
MK-106 18
2.75 FFAR 12.7
ZUNI 15.55
MK-83 o 38622
20MM APT 295 rounds
2QMM TP 98 rounds
PART III

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

NONE
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STAFF CIRONOLOGY S-4
1 July to 31 December 1973
INDEX
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N/RRATIVE SUMIIARY
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PART 1

ORGANTAATTONAL DATL

1, DESIGHATION COlMIANDIR

MiG=15  8-4 2je Jo N. DIDLER
1 July - 20 August 73
Maj. F. J. SCHOB:R
21 zugust - 30 September T3
I2je Re Jo McGAN
1 October = 31 December T3

2. GUOCRAVIICAL LCCATION PERTOD
RTAFB, WAl: PHONG THAILAND 1 July = 11 September 73
1ICLS T/AKUNT JopPal 12 September - 31 December 73

3¢ OTAFF QFFICERS

S=4 Officer Maje Je o BIBLER

1 July - 20 wugust 73
S-4 Officer ¥aje s Je SCHOB

21 fugust - 30 September T3
S5-4 Officer Maje ke Je llcGAN

1 October -~ 31 December 73
mbark & Ground Safety Officer lst LY. e S¢ LuNTZ

1 July = 1 October T3
Assists S=4 Officer Capt. R. HAYNES

21 fugust - 21 December 73
Ground Safety & B & G Officer lst LT D. VANESSELSTYW

1 November = 31 December 73
Imbark Officexr Capt. J. RICHTUR

1 November = 31 December 73
Aggigte Swd Offiger Capte Re L. TILCIC

12 November - 31 December 73

4o AVIRAGS MNONTILY SIRANGTIL

JULY
USLC
OrFPIC.AR TN LSTED
7 — 6
LUGUST
USIC
OFFICIR ENLIST:ZD
) 6
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4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

DECLASSIFIED

(Cont,)

OFFICER
4

OFFICER

3

OFFICER

OFFICER
6

SE PTEMBER

USMG

ENLISTED

6
OCTOBER

USMC

5
NOVEMBER

UsMC

ENLISTED

5
DECEMBER

USMC

ENLISTED
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PART 1%

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

The MAG-15 S~4 was working in Nam Phong, Tailand during
July and increased emphasis was placed on the construction of
emharkation boxes and embarkation preparation. The first of two tropical
warehouses was completed at LSG. Monsoon preparation work continued
on the drainage with mindmm road work commenced. 4 250 kw MUSE
generator was moved to increase the capabilities and better serve
the Headquarters and Communications center.

The August maximum effort was placed on embark preparations
and much of the construetion effort and resources were directed toward
embark boxes., Airlift Control Element (ALCE) affiliation training was
conducted by members of the 603rd ALCE at Nam Phong for optimum
retrograde readiness. During that period liason was conducted with
603rd ALCE coveringtall phases of the MAC move for the expected
retrograde. At the direction of CG, 1lst MAW, in preparation for
Operation Sunset a maximum of non-essential equipment was retrograded.
Advance and staging parties were positioned on 28-30 August in
preparation for an execute order. The execute order for Operation
Srnset was received on 30 Aup, R-daye.

The air portion of Operation Sunset commenced on 3 September
with MAC C=141 and C=5A aircraft., The MAC airlift concluded on 14
September after having moved 4.5 million pounds of cargo and 1371 passen-
gers in 93 C~141 and 13 C-5A aircraft. On 16 September the PATMA
C-130 airlift moved the first of 124,000 pounds of cargo and 274
passengers which was to involve 11 aircraft in 4 days. The
surface portion of Operation Sunset started on 2 September with the first
convoy of Thai contract trucking departing from Nam Phong. All
surface cargo was ftrucked to Sattahip, Thailand between 2 and 21
September with the exception of 3 CH-46 helicopters which were
ferried on 16 and 17 September. The 7 million pounds of surface
cargo was then loaded on MEC shipping (the $8 Seatrain Puerto .ico for
Okinawa and the SS Green Forest for Iwakuni) between 18 and 23 September.

The "SS Creen Forest! arrived st Iwakuni on 30 September 73 and un-
loading cormenced on 1 Oct 73 lasting through 7 Oct 73. The unloading
procedure was somewhat hampered by the need to barge all the equipment
from the ship to the pier. Many vehicles and pleces of eguipment were
noted to have suffered damage and/or pilferage, Tons of cargo were off
loaded and staged at the slipway area for customs igspection and further
movement to the MAG-15 area for dispersal to proper storage. October
was=also the month which begah a . year long study on Motor transport

ENCLOSURE (1)
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and heavy equipment. All motor transport and heavy equipment begaﬁ;;’
transfer to H&MS5-17 for incorportion into the WETS system. o

In November the S<4 section was primarily involved with the reorgan-—
ization of MAG-15 personnel, equipment and msterial. This re-
organization was aimed towards a rapid return to a posture of readiness.
Large amounts of equipment and material were moved from the port area into
the 1st MAW and MAG-15 area where it was inventoried and either surveyed
or prepared for futbre use,

The November emphasis on the reorganigzation of MAG-15 personnel,
equipment and material continued into December. A great deal of
progress was evidenced by the physical appearance of the MAG-15 area.
S~/ embarkation activities included the return of V.[FA-115 from NAHA,
Okinawa to Iwakvni and, VMFA-232 was deployed from Iwakuni to Naha.

In addition, W¥CJ-1 deploved a Det. to Misawa and subsequently returned
that Det, and their Det. from the U.5.S. Midway. There was a g eatl
deal of emphasis, dvring the month of December, on administrative
preparation for the upcoming Wing A&M inspection,
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PART ITI

SEQUENTTAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

2 JULY 1973

16-2/ July 1973

20-25 July 1973

22 July 1973

1-3 Augvst 1973

28-30 Avgust 1973

30 August 1973

2-21 September 1973

3-14 September 1973

16-17 September 1973

16-19 September 1973

19-23 September 1973

1-7 October 1973

5 October 1973

Completed the fiwrst tropical warehouse
for LSG,

ALCE affiliation training at Iwakuni
for 2 persons.

Preparations for MAG-15 CO's change
of command, .

250 kw MUSE generator moved to
power station 2

ALCE affiliation training conducted
at Nem Phong., Liaison with 603rd ALCE

Advance parties and staging parties
departed Nam Phong.

Execution order for Operation Sun-
set.

Convoys move surface cargo to DWP
Sattahip.

MAC airlift 93 C-141 and 13 C-54
aircraft moved 4.5 million pounds

of cargo and 1371 pax.

3 DH-46 helo's involed to Sattahip for
surface shipment.

SS Seatrain Puerto Rico loaded with
OUkinawa surface shipment sails.

SS GreenForest loaded with Iwakuni
surface shipment sails.

Unloading of ship "SS Green Forest".
Transfer of all motor transport and

heavy equipment began~ to H&MS-17 for
incorporation into the WETS system.
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7 November 1973 First C-130 launched an VMFA 232 air-
1ift from Cubi Pt. R.P. to MCAS
Twakuni.

15 November 1973 Final aircraft of VMFA 232 airlift
element arrived at MCAS Iwakuni.

23 November 1973 LTCOL. N.A. SMITH relieved Maj. J. F.
McNELLY as Gommanding Officer of
H&MS-15

29-30 November 1973 Visit of Maj Gen WILLIAM G. JOHNSON
the deputy Comrmanding General Fleet
Marine Force, Pacific.

4 December 1973 VMCI-1 Det. airlifted from Iwakuni
to Misawa, Japan.

6 December 1773 Visit of Maj, General M. P. RYAN,
Commanding General Third Marine
Amphibious Forece.

11 December 1973 VFA-115 advance party arrived in
Iwakuni from Naha, VI'FA-232 advance
party departed from Iwakuni to Naha
on return aireraft.

17 December 1973 First C-130 aircraft launched from
Naha on VMFA-115 main body airlift
to Iwakuni, VMFA~232 began main body
to Iwakuni to Naha on return atrecraft.

19 December 1973 Final C=~130 aircraft of MFA-115
airlift element arrived at Iwakuni
and returned to Naha with final
load of VMFA-232 airlift,

21 December 1973 VMCJ~1 Det. from U.S.S. Midway
airlifted from Atsugi to Iwakuni,
Japan,

23 December 1973 VMCJ-1 Missawa Det, airlifted back
to Iwakuni.
7
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PART IV
(. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
l. None.
8 ENCLOSURE (1)

DECLASSIFIED




