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Encl: V(1) Extract of VMO-2 Command Diary
+{2) Bronzs Star Medal Recormendation
v (3) Silver Star Medal Recommendation
V(4) Operation "MIDNIGHT" Narrative
v/(5) Operation "MIINIGHT" News Release
v(6) Operation "STARLIGHT" News Release
v(7) News Clipping on Operation "STARLIGHT"

r3{(8) News Clipping on Civil Affairs
\(9) MAG-16 (-) OPLAN 1-65
+(10) MAG-16 (-) Movement Order 1-65

v(11) MAG-16 Statistical Summary. Daily.dhﬁy.
1e Narrative,

A total of forty-one preplanned strikes were flown as the Group
continued operations in support of the 1st MAW, III MAF, and ARWN
I Corps.

Rear elements of VMO-2 were transferred from MCAF Futema to bring the
Squadron to full strength.

On 2 July, a group helicopter explerenced an engine failure while -
returning from the Nong Son area and was forced to land in the vieinity
of AT 950-600., The crew and weapons were picked up and eight Viet-
namese 'Nungs" were left to secure the zone., The "™ungs" came under
fire immediately by small arms, including an automatic weapon, UH-1E's
_end A-4C's were called for and UH-34D's circled the zone using machine
gun fire to supprees the Viet Cong forces until their arrival, Four

of the "Nungs" were wounded during their heroic defense of the zone in
a fire fight that lasted nearly an hour. With aid aid of suppressive
fire from UH~1E's, two UH-34D's landed in the zone to ecvacuate the
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MNung" force, The evacuation was successfully completed despite the
fact that the H-34!s took fifteen hite in the zone. The downed helo
was destroyed by the A-4C's due to the unfeasibiliby of recovery.

One crewman received minor wounds, He was treated and returned to duty,

On 6 July, elements of Marine Infrantry, Air and Army Air coordinated
in covering the dismantling and lifting of a downed UH-1E from coord=
inates BT 159-528 while under hostile fire., (see enclosure 1)

On 12 July, Group aircraft participated in the emergency withdrawl of
s Marine patrol that had been ambushed and surrounded at night., The
landing zone was under heavy automatic weapons fire, The evacuatian
was successful, As a result of the action and because of its hercic
conduct, Hospital Corpsman~3 Daniel J. BENNETT was recommended for the
Bronze Star. (enclosure 2) The pilots of the three aircraft were
recommended for the Distinguished Flying Cross,

On 17 July, while assisting in the removal of casualties from landing
zone AT 952-678 under mortar and small arms fire, Hospital Corpsman-3
Daniel J. BENNEIT was fatally wounded by Viet Cong fire. Corpsman
BENNETT was recommended for the Silver Star. (enclosure 3)

Aircraft of the Group transported Secretary of Defense MC NAMARA

and his party on a tour of the Danang enclave, Other notables flown
during the month included: Assistant Secretary of the Treasury REID,
Under Secretary of Defense SHERIDAN; Chairmsn of the JGS, General
WHEFLER; COMUSMACYV, General WESTMORELAND and other senior officers of
all five branches of the armed services; CINCFACFLT, VAdm BLACKBURN;
LtGen CONWAY, USA; LtGen DOLAND, USA; LtGen GOODPASTER, USA; LitGen
MOORE, USAF; CG III MAF, MGen WALT; MGen OSMANSKI, USA; CG FMAW BGen
MC MUTCHEON; BGen KARCH and BGen GARL.

During August Marine Aircraft Group 16 continued operations in support
of the IITI MAF, 1st MAW, and ARW I Corps units. A total of 44 pre—
planned strikes were flown in the I Corps area.

On 7 August, MAG-16 helicopter, fixed wing elements and Infrantry ARVN
I Corps units participated in Operation "THUNDERBOLT", a joint Marine
ARWN strike at suspected Viet Cong concentrations south of Chu Lai.

On 2 August, HMM-263 relieved HMM~365, HMM=365 had a total of seven
months in Vietnam, and was subsequently awarded the CNO Safety Award,
and recommended for the Commandant's Efficiency Trophy,

On the night of 12 = 13 August, twenty-four Group aircraft participated
in Operation "™IDNIGHT!", the first night helicopter assault in Vietnam.
Artillery was used to prepare the landing zone as well as mask the
sound of the assault wave. The helicopters landed with the aid of para-
chute flares, debarked the infrantry and returned to Danang without

encountering resistance. (see enclosures / and 5) CRCTARSTFTRD
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On 18 August, aircraft of the Group took part in a major battle
employing the vertical envelopement concept. Operation "STARLIGHT™
‘also involved Marine Infrantry, fixed wing elements and ARWN units,
Following the initial assault, resistence stiffened, as an estimated
Viet Cong regiment wes encountered, UH~34D's and UH-1E's received
numerous hits while evacuating wounded and resupplying troops during
the operation, One UH-34D was complétely disabled by enemy fire and
was landed just prior to becoming totally umcontrollable. The pilot,
administered first-aid to a badly wounded crewman until the crew was
evacuated by other UHw-34D!'s, The aircraft was destroyed intentiocnally
due to the irrepsirable damage, A UH-1E was forced to land as a result
of ground fire damage, but was repaired in thé field and flown to
safety, The pilot, Major Donald REILLY had two additional UH~1E's dise
abled bt hostile fire., He was prevented from returning to the battle a
fourth time by lack of available UH-1E's. He was recommended for the
Distinguished Flying Cross, Group aircraft continued med-evac and
resupply missions on a twenty-four hour basis until completion of the
operation when Marine infrantry units weére withdrawn by helicopter to
the Chu Lai area, The operation resulted in over five hundred Viet Cong
killed and approximately one hundred confirmed or suspected Viet Cong
prisoners, (enclosures 6 and 7)

During the month of August the Group Commander issued instructions to
prepare for a movement to Marble Mountain, MCAF, Planning began
immediately, On 14 August, MABS-16 installed a water purification
system at the Monkey Mountain Water Point (a natural spring with approx-
imately a 400 GMP flow). The 15th of August equipment was staged and
certain items of heavy construction were relocated in the Marble
Mountain Airfield area, The 16th of August the first echelon of MABS-16
moved to the Marble Mountain Airfield, Construction tegan immediately
upon arrival and by nightfall the galley and carpenter shop, (both
permanent construction), plus mess hall and first strongback tent for
living area were 80% completed, During the week that followed, the
MLBS-16 working and living spaces were constructed and ell was made
ready for the arrival of the lumber for the construction of the Marble
Mountain Airfield, cantonment, On the afternoon of 22 August the See
Bees (Company “D"S arrived with the first load of lumber, and construct-
ion began., By 31 August, the first block of 60 strongback tents were
completeds In addition, shower units, heads, reefers, galley extensioms,
ice house and electrical systems were built and installed, The See Bee
Construction Company laid one service road into the area., HMM-261 moved
into Marble Mountain Airfield and began operations on 25 August 1965,

The Group Chaplain was instrumented in a local goodwill program whereby
- three hundred bags of wheat were delivered to Vietnamese residents of

a village near Tra Kieu in Quang Ngai Province., The village includes an
Orphanage, Home for the Aged and a Refugee Camp, housing over eleven
hundred vwho have fled the Viet Cong,
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Distingmrished visitors transported during the month of August includeds
Gen WESTMORELAND, USA, COMUSMACV; BGen THI, ARWN CG I Corps; Adm
SANANG NISALAK, RTN; LtGen KRULAXK, CG FMFPAC: VAdm JOHNSON, USN; LiCen
THROCKMORTON, USA; MGen WALT, CG III MAF; MGen FIELDS, CG 1st MARDIV;
BGen MC CUTCHEON, CG FMAW; BGen KARCH 4SS!'T CG, 3rd MARDIV and RAdm's
BROWN, HOOPER, HULL and WELHAM, USN,
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 Part I - zation

L Data

uCnESSIT s

MAG~16 (-), Daneng, Republic of South Vietnsm

‘Period Covered - 1 July 1965 thru 31 August 1965 |

Task Organizationas

H&MS~16 (~), Danang Vietnam (1 July - 31 August)

MABS-16, Danang Vietnam (1 July - 31 August)

VMO-2 (-), Danang Vietnam (1 July - 31 August)

HMM~161, Hue Phu Bai Vietnam (1 July -~ 31 August)

Detactment # 1, Qui Nhon Vietnam (8 July ~ 31 August)

IMM-163, SLF (1 July - 31 August)

HMM~261, Donang Vietnam (1 July - 31 August)

HMM-361, Danang Vietnam (1 - 31 August)

HMM-~365, Daonang Vietnam (1 - 30 July)
Ourmand Rank Composure:

Billet

€0, MAG-16 (=)
€0, MAG-16 (-)

X0, MAG-16 (=)

Adjutant
S~1 Officer

S-2 Officer
S-2 Officer

S-3 Officer
S-3 Officer
S=3 Officer
8-/ Officer
€0, H&MS-16

CO, MABS-16

{-)

Nape/Rank
J. H, KING, JR. (1 July ~ 7 August) Colonel
T, J. O1CONNOR (8 - 31 August) Colonel
L. R. TUCKER, LtCol
P. M. PULETZ, Capt
Lo M, PATSKO, CWO-4
C. K. BRESLAUER (1 July ~ 8 August) Capt
L. D. GLENN (9 = 31 August) 1stLt
J. L. DAVIS (1 - 30 July) LtCol
R. D. FOSTER §1 Lugust) Major
C. A. HOUSE (8 - 31 August) LtCol
R. J. EITEL, Major
J. J. MC MASTERS, Major
ASSTFIED
T, E. VERNON, LtCol URCL
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CO, VMO-2 (=)

0, HMM-161
CO, HMM~163
CO, HMM-261
CO, HMM-361
CO, HMM-365

Go ¥, BAUMAN
G. W. MORRISON, LtCol

N,
M.
L,
Je

G.
B.

F.

» LtCol

EWERS, LtCol -

PORTER, LtGol |
CHILDRESS, LtCol

KOLER, JR. LtCol

hverage Monthly Strengths (July and August)

July
Squadron
UsMe NAVY

OFF EL COFF EIL
HEMs-16(-) 25 168 O 0
MABS-16 9 228 3 7
Wo-2 (=) 29 115 0 0
HMM~161 % 166 1 3
HMM-163 - - - -
HMM-261 56 181 1 2
HMM-361 10 19 1 1
m-3e5 AL _ 18 _1__ 3
MAG-16 (=) 229 1145 7 16
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OFF

25

3R
41
o4
56
57

August

USMC

ENL
168
247
123
171
172
181
179
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
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| CIVIY, AFFAIRS
Period 1 July - 31 August 1965

During the months of July and August MAG-16 (-) Chaplains, in
cooperation with other FMAW Chaplains delivered clothing and other
materials necessary for living comforts to the World Wide Evangeli-
zation Crusade Orphanage and the Christion Missionary Alliance
Compound,

On two August transportation to the village of Hoi in in Quang
Ngai Province was arranged by Chaplian LECKY through MAG-16 S=3 for
Miss Nency COSTILLO, Missionary, and her protege Montenand.

One hundred pounds of clothing were delivered on 3 August to
the World Wide Evanglization Orphanage, Danang Fast. This clothing
was donated by the enlisted men of the Utilities Section, MABS-16,

On 14 August Chaplain P, TOLAND was responsible for the delivery
of 15 tons of food from the Catholic Relief Society to the village
of Tra Kieu in Hoi An Province,

On 17 August 200 dolls were distributed to children of the
Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Orphanage, Danang, and World Wide
Evangelization Crusade Orphanage, Danang Bast. This distribution was
nade in conjunction with other FMAW Chaplains,

Close contact and liaison between MAG-16 Chaplains and Roman
Catholic, Protestant and Buddist leaders in Danang was established
during this reporting period,

On 25 August, Lt RAULSTON, USN(MC) of HMM-161, treated 25 people
for secalp infections in the town of Dong Da, and an artifieal leg
was nade by DMM-161%s Metal Shop fora wonon®Duc Anh Kim Orphanage,
250 Mattel dolls and various clothing collected by the wives of the

SNCOt's in 161 were given to the children of Duc Anh Kim Orphanage
in Hue,

On 29 August Chaplain TOLAND celebrated Mass at St. Joeseph's
Catholic Church, Danang for 1,400 worshippers. Rosaries and medals
were given to the congrogation, 15,000 piasters were distributéd
to 30 recently beteaved fanilies, 150 dollars were prcsented to
children of these fanilies,

Viotnanese language olasses were begun by Chaplain TOLAND with
registration being held 10 August 1965, Classes are held on Tuesdays

and Thursdays at 1900 in the MAG=16 (~) Chapel, Average attendance ™
has beeb about 30 personnel, ‘UNC‘LASS.I FTED
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MORALE AND WELFARF PROGRAMS
Period 1 July -~ 31 bugust 195

Instruction and. J.nfomal classes 2re continuing to be stressed by
this command on the vital topics of current éevents, particularly the
United States position in South Bast Asis. and the progress of our
own conmittment to the people of South Vietnan,

Moral and Religious prograns conducted by MAG-16 (~) Chaplains
are as follows: ‘ '

Roman Catholie, Daily Mass is held at 1700 in the Chapel
with confessions immediately preceeding, Two Masses are held each
Sunday in the Chapel at 0800 and 1100, Due to the fact that a portion
of MAG=16 (=) personnel are now located at Marble Mountain Air Field,
a Sunday Mass is also being said there, Personal counseling and
religious instruetiors are held by appointment,

Protestant Worship is held on Sunday in the MAG-16 (=)
Chapel at 0930, An 0815 service has been established for the personnel
at Marble Mountain Air Field. A discussion group meeting is held
in the Chapel at 1830 on Wednesday, -and a Choir rehearsel is held at
1900 on Fridey, Personal counseling and instruction is by appoint-~
ment.,.

UNCLASSIFIED

«10m —

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

o

PUBLIC INFORMATION DNCLASSIFIED

Period 1 July - 31 August 1965,

Adrcraft of this cormand have carried journalists and reporters
to various areas of operations during this reporting period.

A feature story on WMO-R was planned by YLEATHERNECE" Magazine,
whose representatives accompanied a UH-1E aircraft on a typical

combat mission, photographing them in the attack for possible use
as a cover pichure.

UPI Reported Bob MILLER visited the Hue Phu Bai area from 23 -
25 August, covering various aspects of MMM=161's role as an Operating
Helicopter Squadron in Vietnam,

chLKSSTwrﬁﬁ
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. CASUALTTES
Period 1 July - 31 August 1965,

Kiljed Ain Action

Nane Bank/SerNo - Date of "Inc’:j:.dent»;" o e
BENNET, D. J, HM-3/5943086 17 July 1965 '
REESE, C. B,  Major/063327 12 July 1965 (%)
MYATT, R, D,  1stlLt/088389 18 Bugust 1965 (*)
SANDERS, W. L. 1stLt/085068 18 fugust 1965 (¥*)
KENDALL, S, O, 1stLt/085049 18 August 1965 (%)
SLOWEY, K, L., 1stLt/087648 18 Angust 1965
MIELKE, D, D, SSgt/1064874 18 August 1965 (*)
HOWARD, R, G. Cpl/1952617 2 July 1965

ELY, R, E. 16pl /2029522 18 Mugust 1965 (*)
CLOUSE, J. R.  LCpl/2060906 18 August 1965 (*)
WORRELL, J. D. PFC/2006383 12 July 1965

(%) Casualties evacuated to Glark AFB Hospital, Phillipines., Others
treated locally and returned to duty,

TUNCLASSIFIED
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INTELLIGENCE aCLASSTE TED
Period 1 July ~ 31 August 1965.

. The Intelligence Section(s) of this command participated in ‘
the daily dissemination of intelligence matters relating to heli-
copter operations in support of the assigned mission of MAG-16 (-)
which included s .

a, Landing Zone Analysis
(1) Eneny ground defenses
(2) L4 weapons reported of fire encountered

(3) L4, Automatic and small arms fire previously encountered.

b, Hostile fire or limiting factors on approach and retirement
routes.

¢, Dally eneny Order of Battle dissemination,
Collection, evaluation and dissemination of intelligence

natters used in Operations "STARLIGHT" end "MIDNIGHT" gave all units
a complete and understanding of the enemy situation,

FRCTASSIFTED
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B AIR OPFRATIONS STATISTICS ﬁéﬁé sﬁ@
Period 1 July - 31 Lugust 1965,
July Tota:

o2 OB UH-1E . M-161 UH-34D

Pax 1 43 }l Pax 10,735

Sortios 256 86 ' Sorties 3,664

Cargo 0 0 % Cargo 509,965 1bs

Hours 11549 45749 | Fours 922.8

Med Evaes 0 0 i Me‘d Evacs 31

Hits 3 » 1 ' Hits 1

o261 UE-34D - EMM=365 ‘_J_H:l@.'

Pax 145034 ‘ Pax 16,233

Sorties 45676 2 Sorties 75537

Cargo 1,208,669 1bs * Cargo 747,852 1bs

Hours 1584101 Hours 1,218.9

Med Evacs 156 : Med Evecs 405

Hits 3 % Hits 2

~July-Total (A11 Squadrong)-July-

Pax 41,047

Sorties 16,219

Cargo 245 466,486 1bs

Hours 4455646 »
Med Evacs 592 ‘“‘Cﬂs{iﬂ@
Hits 30

e b
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Wo-2  0«1B  IH-IE
Pax 0 7
Sorties 102 403
Cargo 0 0
Hours 217.2 51043
~Med Evacs O 0
Hits 0 7
met-261 UH=34D
Pax 12,058
Sorties Ly644
Cargo 15173,247 1bs
Hours 1581642
Med Evacs 78
Hits 9

~August-Total (411 Squadrons)-August~

Pax 30,462
Sorties 16,809
Cargo 2,569,786 lbs
Hours 5559545
Med Evacs 289
Hita 175

August Totals
 IMM=161
Pax |
Sorties
Cargo
Hours

i Med Evacs

Hits

IMM-361
Pax
Sorties
Cargo
Hours

Med Evacs

" Hits

Pax
Sorties
Cargo
Hours

- Med Bvacs

Hits

15w
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UH-34D
6,582
3,330

v782.375 1bs

982.5
24
3

11,815
8,330
614,164 1bs
2,069,3
187
156

Total July and August
71,508

33,025

5,036,272 1bs

10,152,1
881

205
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GROUND DEFENSE
Period 1 July - 31 August,

In the defense of the 1st MAW Compound, H&MS-16 {(-) has the
mission of defending the West Wall, In various niorts during tho.

months of July and August H&MS-16 (-) demost“ated thelr ability to
men the wall quickly and effectively, :

HMM~161 at Hue Phu Bai continued a squadron perimeter guard in
the immediate area of the airfield, Limited incidents occurred

during the reporting period which included attempted probes by
person(s) unknown,

The MABS-16 (~) Security Section, ccimprising of 20 men from
various sections of MABS-16 provided security during the hours of
darkness at Marble Mountain Airfield, HMM-261 augmented the security
group with 20 men upan arrival at Marble Mountain Airfield, During
the reporting period small probes were attempted by what appeared to
be groups of one, to four person (unknown) in various places around the
perimeter of the cantonment. No casualties reported,

A1l other squadrong provided both Flight Line and Interior
Guards for thelr own respective units.

st
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Period 1 July - 31 August 1965,

1 August 1965 - HMM~365 previously based in Dsnang RWN, changed
location to MCLF Futema, Okinawa and HMM-361 based at Futema changed
location to Danang RVN, )

Command and Control were established at the Marble Mountain
Mrfield on 16 August 1965, (See enclosure 6 (Movement Order 1~65))

The psywar public address system was used on 29 August 1965 by
a Marine Compgny commander being utilized from a UH-1E of VMO-2,
Broadcasting from a position above them, he repositioned the entire
unit in an area 1500 meters from where they had been, putting them in
a better location to participate in a sweep of a village,

ﬁaﬁssﬁm@
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NBC WARFARE {NCLAS SIFIED

Period 1 July - 31 August 1965,

£11 NBC work has consisted of chemical defoliation around the
perimeter of Danang Air Base. The entire perimeter of the Air Base
has been cleared with the assistance of perscnnel of 2/9,

11 NBC equipment currently held by H&MS-16 (~) has been ine
spected and found to be in sufficient quantity and in serviceable
condition,

GRCTASSTFIED
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LOGISTICS/SUPPLY
Period 1 July - 31 August 1965.

Logistic support of all organic units cortinues.. Sourceés of -
supply remain the same., MABS-16 displaced Command Post fram Danang
EKir Basc to thc nowly eonstructed Air Facility ot Danang East (Marble
Mountain), The facility is in the early stages of construction,
Moble Construction Battalion 9 with the assistance of MABS-16 are
constructing a cantonment area and working spaces. Units of MAG=16
are phasing to Danang East as facilities become available, HM-261
has displaced Command Post to Marble Mountain Air Base and is
currently operational. A detachment of six (6) CH-37's from HiM-462
Joined MAG-16 permamently., The advance echelon of Marine Tactical
Control Unit 68 reported aboard, The complete unit is expected in
the near future,

The Marine 'C‘orp's Supply formgl account vhich was. in Futema,
Okinawa shifted to Danang during the month of August,

MAG-16 (Rear) loaded aboard LST 1168 WEXFORD COUNTY on 30 fugust
1965 at Naha, Okinawa. They are expected to arrive in Danang on or

about 12 September 1965. They will be phased into Danang upon their
arrival,

-5~ . ]
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COMMUNICATIONS

Period 1 July - 31 August 1965,

The primary task of MAG-16 Commuiications Section was to in-
corporate the newly arriving squadrons into the existing communicat~
ions systemn, :

During the reporting period MAG-16 has expierenced the trans-
placement of varicus squadrons and the relocation of some of these
squadrons to Marble Mountain Air Base,

Establishing commnications with thé transplacing squadrons posed
little difficulty. To maintain commumications with those units located
at Marble Mountain Airfield, namely HMM-261, MiBS-16 and DET of 462,

a TRC-27 radio relay system was established. To insure 24 hour comm~
unications with these seperated units a "back up" system in the form
of a phone patch was established, The TRC-27 provided approximately

70-80% reliability., During thid 20-30% down time the "back up" phone
patch system was employed,

Repair and maintenance has been operating at a ratio to the influx
of requested parts,

The Corm Center of MAG-16 has been maintained by a three man unit.
The additional persomnel have been utilized in alljeviating the burden

of the under-manned Wing Corm Center.
Overall communications during this perlod has been good consider-
ing the over-loading of requirements to the wire, radio and message

center sections., All sections are working with maximm effort and
efficiency although undermanned and in many instences ill-equipped.

=20 Y
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EXTRACT OF VMO—2 COMMAND DIARY (JULY)

On 6 July, a UH-1E returning from an armed escort mission expierenced
engine trouble and was forced to make an autorotation landing south of Hoi
An, The pilot was able to set the aircraft down on an island on the river,
and all personnel were safely evacuated., A rescue team flown in by UH-1E
to repair the aircraft came under fire from the bank of the river, but
managed to provide its own security until it could strip the aircraft of
removable gear. Marine infrantry units were then flowm in by UH-34D, and
squadron aireraft acted as TAC(A) for Army UH-~1B's and A-4C's suppressing
Viet Cong fire from the area south of the river, providing protection
vhile maintenance personnel partially dismantled the downed aircraft
which was lifted back to danang by an Army H-37,

Enclosure (1)
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OPERATION MIDNEGHT

1,

Operation Midnight was a night helicopter lift of 245 troops from

Danang, RVN, to two landing zones located in the Ca De Song River Valley
(Elephant Valley) onthe night of 12-13 August 1965,

2.

3.

4,

Participating Ground Units:

Foxtrot Co,, 2nd Bn, 3d Marines
Platoon, Hotel Co,, 2nd Bn, 3d Marines
HQ Elements, 2nd Bn, 3d Marines

Participating Aviation Units:

HMM-361 14 UH=~34D

HMM-261 6 UH«34D

VMO-2 4 UB-1E (armed)
311th Commando Squadron, USAF 1 C-123 Flare Plane
Purpose,

To block and cut-off VC who reportedly enter the village about °

1900 and depart about 0500 daily,

Je

Concept,

To utilize the element of surprise of an uncxpected night heliborne
landing; to mesk the sound of approaching helicopters by an artillery
preparation; to use air dropped flares to permit safe helicopter operations

in a mountain valleye

6.

7.

Statistics,

Troops lifted: 245
Aircraft involved: 25
North LZ Coordinates: 850-860
South LZ Coordinates: . 857-848
L=Hour: i 2400
TAC(A): Deadlock 1=0
No, of flares used: 136
Type of flare: Mark 26, Mod. 24
Lozding zone: _ Grass area, Danang Airfield

Enemy Situation,

1t was believed that not more then 50 VC operate in and out of the

villagee concerned,

8,

Plauning Phase,

a, The S$=3 of 2nd Bn, 3d Marines presented the problem to the

Commandiny Cffircor, HMM-361, approximately one week prior to the desired

date of exccution, It was determined that a night helicopter operation

as-proposced was feasible under favorable conditions of weather and moone
light, It was also decided that, in order to operate helicopters in the
mountain valley, it should be conducted under flare light, Based on the
estimated number of troops and equipment involved, and the desired load

#
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per aircraft of seven troops or the equivalent, the number of transport
helicopters required was determined to be 20. Another consideration

was that, in case resistance should be encountered, the number of round
trips per aircraft should not exceed two,.

b, 1In addition to the first meeting between the battalion S=3 and
C.0. of the helicopter squadron, there were two planning conferences
of representatives of participating units. The final planning conference
was conducted the day prior to the date of execcution,

c. The aviation planning consisted of the foliowing:

(1) Flight formation: The UH-34D helicopters were organized
into two flights of 10 aircraft each, The pattern of the formation
within each flight was a stoggered column of two-plane sections in an
attempt to reduce the hazards of night formation flying.

(2) An aircraft spotting diagram was prepared providing for
specific location of each aircraft; one light was placed in a position
to mark the right wheel dpot for each section lead aircraft, The light
also served to organize the troops into heli-teams and to facilitate
loading of troops, A4 meeting of squadron loadmasters and trcop commanders
wgs conducted prior to forming the troops in the loading zones,

(3) A deteiled time schedule was prepared from the time of
arrival of troops in the loading area to the time of return of the last
aircraft at the completion of the lift,

(4) A helicopter route diagram was prepared using three inter~
mediate terrain features as check points. The terrain features were
designated by Tacan radial and distence and one terrain feature (Dong
Den) was marked by a flashing light provided by the 3d Marines outpost
located thereon, The flashing light was rigged to the directional,

9. Execution. .
a., The preliminaries proceeded exactly as scheduled. At the comp-

letion of the pilots! briefing, about 2300, the weather was observed

to hove deteriorated, The local weather office reported the existing
weather as 8/10 to 9/10 cloud coverage, strato-cumulus, with base of
clouds at 1900 feet and thin spots in the overcast. This caused some
concern because a ceiling of at least 3000 feet was required for the
heliceniers ond a ceiling of 5000 feet was required for the flere plane.

~s  Ihe rirst and second waves of UH=34D*s were airborne on schedule
at 2347 sond 2350, receiving a time sheck and weather report from the
flare plane immedictely thereafter, The flight encountered clouds at
1500 feet and was forced to maoke a 360 degree climbing turn to the south
of course in order to get on top of the cloud layer at 3000 feet, As
prearranged, the f£light leader notified the flare plene of the four
minute delay, The flight reported over the first fix using the Tacan

ENCLOSURE .é'i)

.
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radial and distance« Approaching the second fix, the flight leader saw
the flashing red light at Dong Den and provided the flare plane warnings.
at 3 minutes, 1 minute, and 30 seconds, When the first wave was abeam
Dong Den, the flare plane commenced the flare drops. Prior to the ignition
of the first flare, the hills and the river were vaguely visible below,
The first string of flares appeared to be ragged in alignment; some
ignited well below 2000 feet; and the drops were directly over the valley
and the leanding zones rather than al ong the northern edge of the valley
as planned, The brilliance of the flares was good, although not as bright
as cxpecteds There was no blinding effect from looking directly at the
flares, The flight leader had picked a paddy as intended landing point;
however, at about 1000 feet altitude in the approach, one flare appeared
directly ahead and above, seemed to be drifting left to right instead

of right to left as predicted, Therefore, a turn to the left side of the
LZ was made during the final approach to avoid the flare, The first wave
lended in the north LZ because of the emple flare light, However, the
predetermined departure herding of 135 degrees was valuable to ensure
avoidance of 2 750 foot hill,

c. The third wave (10 A/C) loaded troops in exactly two minutes as
predicted and was airborne on schedule (the lost three minutes were made
up on the return trip), The fourth wave was also on schedule, The second
trip into the area was not hampered by the clouds, The flare plane asked
for time estimates again which were provided and the string of flares
was dropped just a mile or more shead of the lead helicopter, This flare
drop was over the northern edge of the valley as originally planned, The
light was excellent and there were no flares dropping into the LZ. Just
prior tc tzke-off from the LZ, the flight leader observed a 20 to 30
foot defoliated tree directly shead which had not been seen during landing,
The last aircraft of the fourth wave was clear of the zone at 0032, The
time lapse between the first wave of troops and the last wave was 28
minutes. All ol reraft were backed at home field by 0040. No ai rcraft were
damaged and there was no instances of difficulty reported,

(T’
3 ENCLOSURE )
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DA NAND, Vietmsm, Aug. 15 — America's firt might hellcopber aseault
took place on Friday the 13th beneath the senith of a full moon at the
witching hour. But right there ends any similarity between superstition
and Operation Midnight.

To the 96 helicopter crewmen who flew the historic misaion and the

’I otaff officers who planned it, the Lift which hit two landing sones (12s)

+ at three mimites past midnight, Aug. 13, was a calculated set of statistics.
‘ | A deviation fram the datum could have stamped the first night assault

& heli-1ift into history as a fiasco.

It wasn't, It was, instead, many other nouns,

‘ r o mmmm
that point in evolution,

3 It was dangerous because, although the pilots had flown night exeroises
;5 back in the Statﬁ"im two-plane medical evacuations here, there were the
elements of massed flight and enemy opposition, Who could forecast

: whether or not — or how much — stepped up adrenalin would affect a

steady hand at the controls? Or, worse, if one coordinating microphone

i should go dead, throwing the whole lift off Jdlter?
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historfe: WQ&M N ’
gwugi“utwm«“mmm everything in pale

WMﬂm with bright red and green and harsh white, The
red ;lcund‘up*lﬁill night-light instrument panels and seemed to soak into
the features of piizto axd co~pilots, Outeide their planes, red ard green
mnngnimmu &Lws other dlui 1:‘:-»:1 ‘uhngﬁn ight.
And the ewumom rain of million-plus cendlepower flam around the LZs

Mmoo

suffused trees, bushes, houses and people into white-reflected imeges.
The 1lift was many things, but most of all, it was successful.
The idea came from Maj, Marc A, Moore, of Carlsbad, Calif., and
Dallas, Tex., who is Assigned to' the 2nd Pn,'s .. operations section.

There had been recurring reports of 50 or more Viet Corg mcving into two

villages 10 miles northwest of Da Nang. The VC spent Lhe nights in the

hamlete, leaving befcre dawn.

A heli-borne assault late at night should “rap them,

Thus Operation Midnight was conceived.

This is the way it unfolded:

"H" Co., of the Third Marines, augmented by a platoon from "F" Co,,

g e - . s

was tapped to carry ‘out the three-dav opﬂ“ﬂt*on. Faces hlackened, the men

were trucked to Da Nang's 'copter flight I.-¢ and, prior to 11:30 p.m.,

were divided into seven-man chopper "sticxs® and lined up with the birds,

sitting black and squat in the moon-creom,

AR et gl . iR

Inside a tent 100:yards away, LtCcle LYcyd Childers {Sinta Ary,

et .5

Calif.) briefed the flisht erews. "“You have tha dubisus distinetion,” he
said quietly, "of being the first men to fly a nighttime -omhat helicupter
X strike."

o S
[
«

«NOT e
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historie heli-lift @@ -3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3.3 : ,

It was dubious because, at that time and in that temt, the making of
i . dstory was far frem reality, What was real was the exescution — the precisi:
‘required to make the lift successful, The exhilarati-n, the impact
of being first, came later, with shouts and back-pounding and the knowledge
that nene w died in ;qtenti&l mid-air collisions and that the cronl
troops h:d boen set down exactly on target.

LtCol. Childers is skipper of Marine Medium Helicopter Sempad=an
(HMMM)-361. Sixteen of his UHILD troop-toters were used for the 1if%,
with eix others from HMM-261. 5o, it war the colonel's shoor. Ho tod
done most of the cecordinatin;, He would ¢:li the signals.,. irn perasoen
while on the ground and through 2 tactical air contreller ~nce airborne,

’

"Airborne" came 15 minutes before midnicht. In wrves of 10, the

'copters lifted off and formed intc a staggered coluan of twos, The

Landing Hour (L-Hour) was set for midnight, but rlouis nad moved in at

1500 feet over the field, and thres minutes were loe® whils Liinl, Chilaers

vtk e st

and his pilots behind him maneuverasd to get abowe them. Tr: time wns

mede up @fthe second vave.

Y i

S W

TP DTN WEPE eNYoTts, Wardne artiYlery n&inded ThHe Tarrvat¥A -
: surrounding the [Zs, Artilicry ir th>t 22 vie nou wnssal, srd the
; § ‘ impects masked the engine sounds =f the ~-yr- - "~ <heppers,
i

-

Four minutes before touchdown, the zrty wiz called off, snd four

A
A

armed "Huey" !copters from Marine Chservitinn Squadiran {(TMO)w2 roved over
the landing zones. In one of them was Cel, L, E, '"Les" Brown, fro: Kailus,

Hawaii, He is the lst Marine Aireraft Wing cper=timme cfficer and he was

z
F

cr to say later, "We've atill got to study night lifte, but now we have &

i ‘ springboard to concentrate on the full potential of nieht assaults."

i}
!

RSN

-nore~
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historic mn»nﬁ&%-a—w.—a—a—w.—a Q
The ﬂnqt‘m bait. They were to draw fire, if there wos any, ard

| mlﬂﬁ it Idtb rockets and machine guns, + it was auist becausa th= VO

wers olcqnng B0 the tactical air controller radiced that the I7a wers “cyaat

The first wave of troop-earriers was rotoring throwsh i 277-foon
pase, only a minute from touchdown, when the onll wer® %o oan “io 7o
transport to begin dropping flare=, The pline hud Deon &iphi™y ol O
the IZ valley, and when the mnd earme, a padbenrn o pepncuds Tinver wiy

dropped from SOOC feeb ard illumin~io? =% 000

Elaphant Valley, with the {u 0Is Tdver Blecsbimg 80, unil it e, oo

o Py s -

“ o, .
£hh Raes B oo cm g Tariiat cangl e
J ise gluls 0 \‘f .‘O b n/\) eV T

an arena of unratirsl W
mountain passz and eased @own dmbo the milgy opdifielcl Coyiinht,

The flares lit the 1,000-2,000-yard-wide valley Tilke the ni-kdiis-
a bathroom, But it was difficult teo Juvise rreciss alSitudo and somm

pilots had their crew chiefs leanins cub of the [Looon, wendley 08 D00

estimates, But all pllots set dewn oo perfoguly 10 00Ot ghc cresbeos oo

an anti-climax to the planning. Nene of the getmd Gtrues

p
b
55
o

o
G4

which bracketed the river 1000 yards apart, wore miciccenvel rnd tho
ETWE WA ABYEUeTTENK Up ATmesY Yr-etiately.

Within 40 minutes, every sround ¥ariue vns :.-ﬁ pinee rad heginmige -~
three days which netted twn Vied Comg killed and 30 eropoghs debniued,
plus the capture of a VO rocked inunsher, wlih (wo pounis, awenadss oni
other items,

Agd avery heliropter was parked baek ab D Mang,

LoD

o
) N
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Then, men like Maj, Robert P, Guay, of New York City and Jacksonville,

: Me Co, f.ft relidved cnaagh to recount, The maji:r was plloting the cnly

bird which refused to start, so he, his crew and the seven Marine passercars

practically broke Olympic records sprinting to a stand-by "corwtn.r 53 yard:

awy, They made it without upsetting the airborne departuve s=d, <~ e L W

up, Maj. Guay radiced his co-pllot cn the intercam: "Havern't wmw ot o *v¢

since high school, But I'll be dammed if I was going to miss this ooo.”
Which was exactly the feelings of every man imvclved in .o.o .

night assault helicepter lift,

~GH0 -
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3 COMBAT INFOEMATION BUI &~
AMPHIBIOUS FORCE AND NAVAL mmxvx* COMMAND
MILIT \RY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM
e/o ¥PO, SAK FR'NCISCO,
CALIFORNIA, 96601
¢ 3.65 Photo Bo: 142,3-253-65 Da Nang Preks Center
Mel Jomes and ICpl. Bruce J. Barelay Da Nang, Vietnam
(MMAW Release #X206w65) Tel: Faleon 6259

- starlight helicopters ‘ -

“n

L

W, \

DA MANG, Vietnam, Aug, 23 -- Operation Starlight, which this week brox:
the spine of a Viet Cong regiment 12 miles south of Chu Laiy was the largest
operation to date employing the Marine Corps doctrine of wertical envelopmer:

Starlight showed how devastating a major vertical assault can be. Thea

1st Viet Cong Regiment, considered by the VC as one of its bast, was decimate
There are 600 confirmed VC dead and, undoubtedly, many more will be uncover:

,:i from collapsed bunkers and caves when mop-up operations which began today a.-
£ finished.
| The entirs flying strength of five helicopter squadrens Wag exertsd 1 )
> | the battle, As the fighting raged, ‘copters were diverted from othe» =ir -
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Medium Helicopter Squadron (HMM)-1635, rotering from ths UL Iwe Jima, set «

down into lead-streaked fields beside their landlubber counterparts from
Da Nang and Hue/Phu Bad, -

Three squadgong were 4nigialdy writtgn ingo the assamlt: a .chopper

task foree from MMM-35]1 and 261 to carry the ground elsments into position,
and armed Ruey ‘copters and fixed.wing observation planes from Marine

Observation Squadron (VMO)-2, The Hueys provided gun-escort service for * i

i
é troop-carriers while the light fixed-uingers coordinated the air supoort. J
That was the original plan, It was augmented,
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The 500-plus Marines were liftasd into thres zones, each about a mile

spart, The VC regiment was bottled batween the heli-borne Marines and

another battalion which had landed anph* biocualy cn tha opposite flank o7 -
peninsula, There was only the South China Sea to ezcaps irto. Ore - ,

of VC tried that, and naval gunfire and Marine jete meggaesrod o3 h_
The troop off-loads were practically wmegsossd. Shon, AR

Frem hedgerows, from reinforaed bunkerz, from holms - oo

k. acted.

(Pilsesths VO poursd every cunce ¢f lead they had st wrhe ¥y s,

P

and Murines firing point blazk ab o Vied Cemp widlo wotaded o+ .o

Ny
P

2

>

alarde %

»

The next day, mors help cameo..0ll the way fron 23160, ob o

N

- wore than 100 :*ﬂ“ma to the morth, And every type of hold.idiv oo

. w8 mede. Hgdtarsk a8 cress Lotwesn g mordor and eannon, were LY -
- externally to Lrﬁ;ﬁg ‘a,reas. Woundsd wore ¢© g
oo Ceo - IR . .

saplacenents browgit idy  Prsusimrs of wag o ¥ e

whick had Zust dicpped si\? Maripe radic deams,

Al up zn? down ¢he *aurs*ﬂf frort ana thvsughoud oo ¢ -0
of the badtlcsisld, hemcz};tws boseed in and oot Like Lesx - -
Y
g haneyc;:rh, o the entire fiwo \chjs an’ Pour wighby, o n

grouad forees inetantanssus ade "a’:\-&‘v&tﬁe

\\

o= - D a2, oy 8 o ; . -y
he choppers wern Dlocllod, kub ¢ ferrter darine oo

i MR
Prad

eamilt) Q3 W3T opbEeiely G453, N\

&

Jage
k3
2
R

3

o
T

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

U.S. Marine Ope‘f:lon

é

‘Starlite’ Costs VC Losses Of 672

By MSgt. Mel Jones and
LCpl Bruce Barclay
DA NANG, Vietnam — “OQperation

Starlite,” which broke the spine of a
Viet Cong regiment 12 miles south of
Chu Lai last month, was the first major
hattle employing the Marine Corps
doctrine of vertical envelopment.

Starlite showed how devastating
a major vertical assault can be.
The 1Ist Viet Cong Regiment,
considered by the VC as one of
its best, was vanquished. There are
564 dead VC and undoubtedly
many more will be uncovered from
collapsed bunkers and caves when
mop-up operations are finished.

Also, 108 confirmed or suspected
Viet Cong were captured, as were
scores of weapons.

The entire flying strength of five
‘helicopter squadrons was flexed for the
battle, and as the fighting raged, ‘copters
were diverted from their missions and
radioed into assault landing points. From
the USS lwo Jima, HMM-163 flew ashore to
aid their counterparts from Da Nang and
Hue/Phu Bai.

Three squadrons were initially
written into the assault: a 24-
chopper task force from HMM-
361 and 261 to carry the ground
elements into position, armed
Huey ‘copters and observation
planes from VMO-2.

The VMO craft provided
gun-escort service for the
troop carriers while the light
fixed-wingers coordinated the
air support.

Athough that was the original
plan, it was later added, too.

The 500-plus Marines were
lifted into three landing zones,
called appropriately enough,

Red, White and Blue. Each of
the zones were about a mile
apart and all were picked to
throttle the throat of the four-
mile, Van Tuong Peninsula.

The VC regiment was
bottled between the heliborne
Marines and another bat-
talion which had landed
amphibiously on the southern
flank of the triangular-shaped
peninsula.

The only route of escape was
the South China Sea.

= Ve

One company of VC tried to take the
route, but were destroyed by Naval gunfire
and Marine jets.

The troop off-loading was practically
unopposed. Two birds were holed by
sporadic fire, but there were no injuries
and the ‘copters weren’t crippled.

So, HMM-261 took off for Da Nang, as
planned, leaving 16 ‘copters of ’361 to
provide re-supply runs, medical evacuations,
and- other missions.

Then the Viet Viet Cong reacted. From
hedgerows, re-enforced bunkers, and holes
in the ground the VC opened fire, scoring
hits on 14 of HMM-361’s 16 choppers almost
immediately.

Most of them were ferrying in ammo
or taking out wounded when they came
under fire from 300 feet to ground level.
Still, the helos came down on request,
firing point blank at the Viet Cong while
wounded were loaded aboard.

Only one helicopter was totally lost.
It received more than 100 bullet
punctures, But it managed to get
airborne long enough to escape the
landing zome. Then it lost power and
had to set down beside a VC stronghold.

With the plane’s machine guns
dismounted and emplaced outside, the
flight crew held off the enemy until another
’copter dropped down and took them

DECLASSIFIED

aboard. The pilot, Capt. Paul Bronson,
worked on his badly wounded crew chief
all the way to Chu Lai’s field hospital.
His first aid saved the Marine’s life.

By 1300, HMM-361 had only seven flyable
choppers. But nine more had been diverted
from a re-supply run to the west, During
the afternoon, eight more flew in vital
*‘drop-ins’”’ througout the combat zone were
hardly interrupted.

The next day more help came from
HMM-161, dispatched from Hue/Phu Bai,
more than 100 milés to the north.

Every type of heli-lift imagineable
was made. Wounded were evacuated
and food, ammunition and replacements
were brought in.

Prisoners were ferried out by
helicopters which had just unloaded
Marine radio teams. For the five
days and four nights, the birds gave the
ground forces-instantaneous air transport
service.

The choppers weare stained with blood,
but no airborne Marines died and overall
casualties were extremely light. Courage
rather than blood, flowed during Starlite

It takes courage if a coucept which
has been practiced for 15 years is to
succeed the first time it’s used in a major
battle.

MARINES DISEMBARK —U.S. Marines disembark Marine helicopters at the beginning of
‘“Operation Starlight.”’ Five hundred and sixty-four Viet Cong were killed and 108 capturad.
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