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Comprehenaive Damage Report of MAG-16
Recovered Items; Inventory and Disposition of
Activities of MAG-16 Dispensary on the
Morning of 28 Oct 65

.

Marine Aircraft Groupn 16 alrcraft continued support
of III M.iFP, and ARVN I Corps Units throughout the month
although hampered by wonegoon weather, Some emphasis was
placed on training and ares familiarization flights to
indoctrinate/qualify pilois rccently joined from CONUS
and intra-squadron transfers, The majority of flights
were of a resupply or troop lifli nature. Operation
"RED SNAPPER! was carried out during the pericd. CH-37C
aircraft of MAG-16 Sub Unit # 1 were frequently utilized
for migsions involving their heavy lift capability..
Fregsh frozen food provided a welcome variation to "BY
and "C" Rationz at Marbie Movntzin iir Facility. In

support of Civil Affairs, medical teams were flown to MAGB-TE S35

1/9 Sumrary of Events of Morning of 28 Oct 65

5

poNHD)  aly

various districts to treat Vietnamese civilians, end 85 800745-6S
PgyWar Leaflets and Loudspeaker missions werc flown, COF .b@&p¢

(Enclosure 1)
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Numerous
Danang and Chu Iiai fins ¢ and opportunitiesg to obgerve

Marines in action,
-one erewman andé oo

gassenger. The Marble Mount=-
ain Air Facility w

; sked by Viet Cong sapper squads
who inflicted cnﬂ~1w damage to the Group aircraft.
Casualties were ligh the atbackers were routed.

Two days later the LV{ iable aircraft were utilized in
resupplying 1/1 =nd evaouatlng casualties from that
unit which had come under Yhuman wave! attacks by Viet

Cong.
HIGHLICGHTS
1 Oct ~ o UH-34D was struck by one round at coordinates

TZT E€60-724), ™e round passed through the tail cone.
The azufraft continued the mission without further in-
cident, 4 loudsp .9{@? Cﬁnflgured UH-1% carried out a
leaflet drop and br deant 4o villages of Le Son (4)
gsouthwest of Dana Hé Mqan WiLT and BGea MT KUTCHEON

toured the Danang axrea, Pricr to daylight 2 UH-1E' -
med evac helicopters flew to the Aloui Border Surveill-
ance Outros®t; 69 wileg west of Danang to evacuate a
wounded member of the ALRVN Special Forces. (Enclosure 2)

2 Oct ~ Tor the firsl time in several weeks lMarine Heli-
copters fiew into the Viet 4n area (BT 018-270)., The
flight of 6 UH-34TL oF LMMu26¢. accompanied by four
UH-1E's of VMO-2 c= 36 nine btons of cargo and 104
passengers between D.ununz., Viet An, and Thang Binh (BT
172-425), Supporti ceoaflt, 4 USAP B-57's and 4

A-4GC Skyhawks of MAG~1Z, piv svidad handing Zone Prep and
Helo escort. (Enc“_uure 3)  ViHC-2 carried out a Psy War
mission to a village southwezt ¢f Danang., The local
District Chief made = wroadcast as leaflets were dropped
to the villazgers.

3 Oct - 6 UH-34D's and ¢ UE-1%'s comprised an early morn-
E-—— . -

ing strike force, lifiing a 56 uman Marine assault unit
from Marble Mountain /fir Facility fo a positron 7 miles
south (BT 109-G47). Shovtly after 1400H a UN-34D of
HMM~261, responding *¢ 2 med evac, was given the signal
to pick up =z USMC Wil 8 riles southwzst of Danang, %iT
962-644), Immediately upon iouchdcwi the Lelo was taken
under whithering accarate fire frowr two sides of the land-
ing zone. The crew chief was wounced in the chest as the
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*:«lew +t¥a ol
qqczsfance for the cus
anwn with extensive i
force was lifted ir.7
962--648), On the
gunner wag hit by

spitc of the numerous hits

45 to "CY" Med Ho obtain medireal
chief, where the helo was shut
Lgoojon damage, A reaction
zone shortly thereafter (4T

and received slight back
wounde., Two alrer 2 hit. JFscorting UH-1E's pro-
vided suppressive . & until one wag hit end forced to
returz #5 base by ’ont”u’ difficulties, Two additional
UH-1E" s arrived on the scene but had difficulty deter-
mining “the friendly pos¢u10ns. More troops were lifted
into the zone under fire. Three UH-34D's responded to

a call for med-evacgs and upon landing found themsleves
in the T'“ﬁT of tha firefight. The helos picked up 2
WIA 2and L ITA be¥osre hegtile firve made the zone unten-
able. Oae of the ~24D%e tcolk five hite but was able to
reach {7 Med witi: fihe VLA, be"”'m retvrming to base be-
caunge < damage. FP4G?S ¢ in and conducted
strikes ﬂon+ro’7@7 A, Additional troops
20502 «nc mned avacs
2irvergft received

3 flare ship began

s
<
L
—
(ﬁ

taken to 'C“ Mea as nlf%t 1
fire in the zcnes, Az darkness ol
making illumination dropsz, while additional F-4C's and
UH-1E's provided armed ﬁs,Oft For the hel os and support
for Marines on the g” ; Cver thirty structures were
destroyed in the ai: AT epproximately 2045H

AN 1
all girorsfy had ret fely to base, AL 0245, 16
wounded Marineg were Lo fted Trom "C" Med to Danang
Air Force Operaticr: f.r avacuation by fixed wing aircraft,

Trion twenty-five plane strike
supported by four UH-LX & sLee 2nd Tixed wing gircraft
of both MAG~-11l and M.GWR2 s0t the zew day underway, On
this strike 428 LRV and 160 /American troops were lifted
frem Quang Ngai to coord 1Uat@b (BS 845~ 450? Seven helos
reported receiving fire from coordinates (BT 201-575) °
but no hits were taken. DPost strike activity consisted
of eight resunply missiovns dvring which 223 passengers
and 35,700 poundas of cexgo wers 1ifted to various out~
posts in the Quang Ngai area,

4 Oct - At 0500 a bri-

5 0ct - Four UH-34D'c wnd 2 Ud-1E's gicod by av wuang

Ngai in support of Cpsrasion "PI 144", fiying rosuppiy

and med evac missicone. W4f Huc/Phu Ea“ 6 1 h«J4D’q eg-
corted by 4 L£-4C's caryxied thirty--ei troois and over
30,000 pounds of cargo Trom La Vang = Ba Toag. 2 UH-1E'sg
were diverted to China Foach where z drowning vietim was
picked up and taken to "C" Med.
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6 Oct — In the Hue/Phu Bai area of operations 16 UH-34D's
of HMIM~161 escorted by 4 UH-1E's of VMO-2 carried out an
Lir Land Assault, lifting 138 troops to an landing zone
at coordinates (YD 128-136). Hogtile fire was encount-
ered in the vicinity and the gunships laid suppressive
fire on the enemy positions. Twelve 4=-4C's provided
escort for the mission., Weather in the LZ area delayed
the landing by two hours. Between 2200H and 2300H 2
UH-1E's carried out a night river reconaissance. Pilots
noted that without artificial illumination, an effective
night recon requires a clear night with low angle moon-
light and flight altitudes of 1000 to 1500 feet above

the terrain.

7 0ot - Iwo CH-37C's of Sub Unit # 1 carried over 37,000
pounds of 115/145 ivGas from Ky Ha Adirfield to Quang Ngai,
utilizing the 300 gallon external tanks integral to the air-
craft for transporting purposes., Two UH-34D's of HMM-361
carried out a Psy War migsion, dropping 20,000 leaflets

at (AT 95-64), (LT 96-64), (AT 97-64), (LT 95-65), (LT
96-55), and (AT 97-65).

9 Oct - Fifteen UH-34D's of HI-261 escortéd by 4 UH=1Et's
of VMO-2 and 8 4-4C's of MiG-12 carried 207 troops and
500 pounds of cargo into Landing zones at coordinates

(AT 865-654) and (AT 839-672). UH-1E's controlled A-4C's
and expended their own rockets on the target, Two
UH-1E's of VMO-2 wers called to evacuate wounded LLDB
personnel from a landing zone south of Ashau Border
Surveillance Outpost approximately 45 miles west of
Danang. The friendly troops were surrounded by Viet Cong
and the zone was under fire, The med evac UH-1E was hit
approaching the zone., The egcort UH-1lE laid suppressive
fire on enemy positions but intense fire and insufficient
fuel forced both aircraft to withdraw, In the meantime
10 UH-34D's and 3 UH-1E gunships from HMM-261 and VIMO-2
were making preparations to lift 110 Nungs from Danang

to the relief of the LLDB patrol, UH-34D's rendezvoused
with UH-1E's and 4-4C's from M4iG-12, The only feas Dble
landing place was a high altitude two plane zone with
numerous tree stumps. Two of the UH-34D's received
slight damage from these stumps. Following the landing
of the Nung force, one of the UH-34D's attempted to pick
up the LLDB med evacs. Communications with the 'troops
(LLDB) on the ground indicated that they had no eontact with
the Viet Cong for over an hour, However, on final to an
extremely small zone, the UH-34D was taken under fire from g
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twelve o'clock position at close range, receiving 10-11
bits mogtly in the engine section., The rescue attempt
was aborted and all aircraft returned to base. Later
UH-34D's from HM-161 were launched into the area and
effected pick-up of the med evacs,

UH-1E's flew to Aloul on a med evac migsion, to a
point north of Ashau in dense jungle, The pilot, Capt-
ain T. A. COMMON took an armed UH-1E into the zone and
begt the foliage down with rotorwash until he was able
to land. hen the wounded personnel had been lifted
into the helicopter he was too heavy for take-~off, He
then emptied all of his ammo, smoke grenades and other
loose gear, and utilizing a tight right-hand spiral to
reduce tail rotor vower logs, was able to leave the zone
with all med evacs on board,

Two CH-37C's of Sub Unit # 1 conducted para drops for .
25 recon personnel south of Marble Mountain Air Facility.

LtGen KRULAK, accompanicd by BGen MC KUTCHEON toured
MAG-15. His viegit included lunch and a brief by Col-
onel T, J, O'CONNOR, M..G-16 C,0, and was followed by
an zaddress to the troops of the Group. Senator BREWSTER,
D/Maryland visited MiG-16 and was briefed by the C.O,
of MAG-16,

10 Oct - UH~1E's of VMO-2, acting in their TAC(A) cap-
abllity, controlled g fixed wing strike on a bunker at
coordinates (4T 807-552), reporting eight structures
destroyed.

The first part of a three squadron change of position
was completeq, Members of HMi-261 went aboard the USS

IO JIM/A as HMM-163 came ashore at Marble Mountain Air
FaCl J.l .ty-

The NORTH WILDWOOD NEW JERSEY BEACH PATROL (Far~ Zast- I
ern Division) was inaugurated today. (BEnclosures 4 and 5)

11 Oct - The main body of HMM~163 departed via KC-130
Tor TiICAF Futema and HMI-263 arrived at Danang aboard the
same aircraft.

Seven UH-34D's of TiI1-361, escorted by UH~1E's oOf
VMO~-2 and fL-4c's of M.iG-12 flew a strike to a preselected
site at coordinates (A% 965-642)., 164 Marines were land-
ed unopposed.

-5
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12 0ct - Two CH~-37C's lifted 68 barrels and 38,000

vounds of 115/145 Avias from Ky Ha to Quang Ngai,

The aircraft also tcool an UH-34D engine and 6 passengers

to Tam Ky in support of FLiG-36. MAG-16's standby helos

wzre scrambled to 1ift =z recon team from coordinates

(AT 838-673) to L4 FIiH and later lifted an additional
ST (LT 805-833) to the same degte

ination. UH-1Efg of flew gsupport on both missioins.

13 Oct - UH-34D's of HDFL-161 carried out an urgent re-
supply of ARVN outposgis at Ca Lu and Ba Long carrying over
43,000 pounds of cargo and 143 passengers, The roesupply
mission was made «xiPouely difficult by adverse weather
with ceilings down to 3C0 feet and visibility reduced to

one rmile. A~4C's from MAG-12 and UH-1E's of VMO-2 were
unable to reach the area to provide escort for the UH-34D's,
but the flight was carried out without incident,

Cne aircraft of H-263 rzceived a hit from coord-
inates (BT 113-649) while on a recon mission., There
were no injuries and the aireraft completed the mission
and returned safely to base,

4 UH-17 conducted a Pgy War f£ligat to the west and
south of Marble Mountain., The Vieinamese broadcaster
referred to the Viet Cong as "Paper Tigers" and assured
the villages that the RVN troops would prevail in the
conflict, Immediately after cne such broadcast, intense
automatic weapons firs was received from a hamlet at

coordinates (BT O4~6&f: Rifle fire was received from
coordinates (BT 11~&3%) and (BT 07-61)., No hits were
taken., Apparently ths Viet Cong took violent exeception

to the broadcast,

14 Oct - Adverse weather delayed several migsions and
forced the cancellziion of others,

HMM-361 completed z troop retrograde for 1/1 per-
gsonnel escorted by UH~1E's of VMO-2. Small arms fire was
received in the pick-up zone., The UH-1E's laid supp~
ressive fire and 1/1 Marines returned fire and rifle
grenades from the zone and from the helos after take-off,
No hitg were tazken.

The sguadron also provided a French speaking inter~
preter for a MiG-16 civic action dental clinic.

HMiM~-263 aircraft on a routine resupply mission
received fire from coordinates (BT 028-668) while lifting

TNV
DR
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out 0of the zone, No hits were taken.
15 Oct - Again weather conditions were poor, A UH-34D
of HMM-361 was fired on from coordinates (BT 025-605)
but received no hits., UH-34D's of HMM-263 were fired on
from coordinates (AT 877-712) and (BT 000-634); one air-
craft was hit by small arms fire,

16 Oct - HMM-263 lifted 40 Marines from coordinates (AT
936=753) to (AT 821-754) and from (AT 834-859) to (AT
936~753). TFire was received in the zones but no per-
gsonnel or aircraft were hit.

17 Oct -~ 2 UH-34D's of HIMI-161, ran into heavy weather
while on a2 routine recon/resupply in the Hue/Phu Bai area,
The # 2 aircraft, with ten souls aboard was lost in the
storm. Aircraft launched from Hue/Phu Bai on search
migsions and located the crash site at coordinates (2D
023-015). Jungle foliage made a landing impossible,
Medical personnel were lowered by hoist and the eight
survivors were hoigted into the rescue crafts. A plax
toon from BLT 3/4 was lifted to coordinates (ZD 018-012)
to provide security for the crash site and bring out the
bodies of the two Marines killed in the crash,

18 Oct - Low ceilings and visibility continued to ham~
per operations.

The platoon from BLT 3/4 was able to recover the bodies
of the two Marines killed in the UH-34D crash on 17 Oct.

19 Oct = Three CH-37C's of MAG-16 Sudb Unit # 1 transported
nearly five tons of frozen beef to the M.iG~-12 Air Freight

Pad at Chu Lai, In addition the "heavieg" lifted a 1,200

pound fuel pump system to Dong Ha (YD 345-605) and extern—~
alled a 1,700 pound load for the U.S. Army to coordinates

(AT 935-688),

20 Oct - 15 UH-34D's of HMM~-161l and 4 UH=-1E's of VMO-2
I1fted 467 troops and 93,000 pounds of cargo to the ARVN
troops at Ba Long outpost who had beaten off a large scale
Viet Cong assgenlt during the night. Low ceilings and
vieibility prevented the use of fixed wing escort, The
UH-1E'g laid suppressive fire at (YD 134-395)., 4 Psy War
mission was flown by VMN-~2, utilizing 2 UH-1E's for loud-
gpeaker broadcasts and Z:aflets drops southwest of Danang.
The helos were fired on irom the viecinity of (BT 035-690%.
No hits were +%aken.

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

A e e

The Chief of Hoa Long village wag issued a pass and
icdantification card for Marble Mountain Air Paeility,
‘ibject discussed with the Chief included local employ-
mant of civilians and the exercise of greater control in
tne nmatter of curfew enforcements.

2k Oct — Four UH-34D's of HMM-263 escorted by 2 UH-1lE's
ilew "EAGLE" miseions in support of ARVN I Corps. Forty
sroops were landed at coordinates (AT 997-556); receiv-
ing mortar and harassing fire in the LZ. They were later
pick up at (AT ¢97~568) where one of the ALRVN troops was
fatally wounded by sniper fire while boarding the air-
craft, One UH-34D received two hitsfrom automatic weap-
ong fire at coordinastes (BT 005-610), inother UH-34D
was hit at% coordinates (Bf 51-77)., Escort UH-1E's laid
suppressive fire oo 2oneny nositions near the recovery
zone asg directed by zv-und personnel. Several struchures
were destroyed,

Eight UH-34D's ot HM-35]l departed Quang Tin with
10,700 pounds cargo and 7 LRVN passengers for Tien Phuoc
(BT 105-137). BEscort was provided by two A-4C's of MiG-12,
As the aircraft proceeded up the Phuoe Valley, the lower-
ing ceilings forced the A-4C's to circle clear as the
helos went on to attenpt the resupply. Fire was taken
from (BT 203-169). The helos dropped to tree top level
to avoid the fire being rcceived at 600 feet. Heavy
rain showers forced the helog to turn back short of Tien
Phuoc and the return down the valley was also made at
tree top level, The escort A-4C's were waiting and re-
joined the flight when they reached a relatively clear
arca, Weather again forced the helos down to low=levels
on the return to Marble Mountain., One helo was hit at
(BT 04-67) while enroute back to base at an altitude of
1,000 feet zand 80 knots,

UH-1E's of VIi0-2 utilizing their hoist capability -
ned evaced two Marine WIA from a jungle area with fifty
foot trees.

22 Oct ~ Operation "IED SNLPPER" commenced supported by
helos of HMM-161, 36L, and VMO-2, Continudus surveill-
ance was flown by UMH-LE's operating in sections and rel-
ieving on stati.n i ned Van Pass area, VMO-2 glso
provided radio wela ice for OLIFYELD units during
part of the day. ¥ 150 and HMM~-351 provided 12 heli-
copters and med evac zirndbys Lor tue strike force,
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Later in the day HMM-361 attenpted to carry out a
resupply of Que Son and Tien Phuoe¢. Heavy rain and
ceilings down to terrain level forced the flight to abort,

On the return to Marble Mountain, the flight leader elect-
ed to remain at low level to minimize the possibility of
ground fire. Light small arms fire weas received at coorf—
inates (BS 285-382) as the flight proceeded to the coast
for an over water return., One aircraft took a round but
continued to base.

Six UH~-34D's of HMM-361 attempted to resupply the
ARVN outpost at Nong Son (AT 823~390) but were forced
back by bad weather, Diverted to another nission; three
of the helos received hits on a single sortie; one by
small arms fire from coordinates (AT 350-585) and two by
autonatic weapons fire from coordinates (AT 895~518).

A crew chief received shrapnel woundg of the leg., He
was treated and returned to duty.

A flight of UH-34D's of HMM-263 received small arns
fire from (BT 113~650) but there were no hits taken,

23 Oct - A Psy War migsion was flown to the hamlets south
of Danang ingthe vicinity of coordinates (4T 999~620).
Broadcasts and leaflet drops were nade,

A VIO-2 helo was hit in one of the rotor blades while
on a recon in the wicinity of coordinates (AT 930-675).

At 0930 an anmphibious tractor from "B" Company, lst
Antrac Battalion struck a land mine, The amtrac burst
into flanes and the crew abandoned the vehicle. The
Crash Crew was notifiéd and at 0950 was on the scene.
Despite the fact that the Amtrac was loaded with 30
roundg of 8lmm mortar, 300 hand grenades, and 26 boxes of
small arms ammo, the Crash Crew began battling the blaze,
utilizing an MB-5 crash truck and a 530-B Structural
Pruck with both foan and dry chemicals. This action by
the menmbers of the Crash Crew prevented destruction of
the Amtrac and was in keeping with the highest traditions
of the Marine Corps.

24 Oct - A combined force of 22 UH-34D's from HMM-161,
IM-263, and HMM-361, escorted by 4 UH-1E's of VMO-2 and
4 A-4C's of MAG-12 executed a retrograde of 150 Marines
fron coordinates (AT 846~633) approxinately 14 niles
southwest of Danang. Theye were no incidents. 2 CH-37'c
carried 10,500 pounds of frozen turkeys and chickens to

L9 1,
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Ky Ha Airfield and ferried 14,700 pounds of AvGas fron
Ky Ha to Quang Ngai. One CH-37C conducted a paradrop
nission dropping 74 nen.

25 Oct - Operation YRED SNALPPER" was concluded with the
TiTt of 380 Marines from the operating area to Danang and
Hue/Phu Bai,

Two CH-37C's transported over 10,000 pounds of frozen
foods to the Chu Lai Air Freight terminal, The CH-37C!'s
then carried 20,800 pounds of 115/145 AvGas to the TAFDS
at Quang Ngai, On the return to Marble Mountain a pass—
enger stop at Tan Ky was nmade. After take-off from Tan Ky
the CH-37c's received light small arms fire, One helo
was hit by a round in the lower fuselage. There were no
injuries and the aircraft returned safely to base.

Senator TYDING3, Senator KENNEDY, Congressman CULVER,
D I B cnd an entourage of

30 menbers of the Press ftoured the installations

of the Danang enclave., VMO-2 and HMM-361 provided helo
transportation for the tour,

UH~1E's took a vietin of the Marble Mountain surf to
"C" Med after his rescue from the water.

26 Oct -~ UH-1E aircraft of VMO-2 provided convoy escort
Tor an OLDFIELD truck convoy from north of Hai Van Pass
down Route 1. One Marine, separated from the convoy was
located by aircraft from HMM-263,

A UH-34D of HMM-263 crashed at coordinates (AT 932-
767) while in a landing approach to LZ PHEASANT "a",
The 12 personnel aboard were flown to "C" Med for treat-
nent of minor injuries and later released.

Six UH-34D's of HMM-161 flew logistic support of the
lst LRVN Division. Supplies were carried between Ca Ium,
La Vang, Dong Ha and Ba Long. 81,900 pounds of cargo
and 75 passengers were carried, One helo went down for
an engine change at La Vang. Engine, crew, and parts
were helo-lifted to the site; engine change completed,
and the aircraft flown back to Hue/Phu Bai.

Two P=4C's crashed into the side of Monkey Mountain
and UH-1E's of VMO-2 werc launched within five nminutes
after the report was received. The area was gsearched as
thoroughly as possible utilizing landing lights but there

w10~
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waTe no survivors. Darimess and unfavorable terrain
prevented a landing at the gite,

27 O0ct - A Psy War mission was flown by UH-1E's of VMO-2
ozuadcastlng from Marble Mountain north to the bridge at
o AANENE .

The Mobile Alert Force was lauvunched. 8 UH-34D's of
I-361 1ifted an 75 man LRVN force from Hoi An Adrfield
to coordinates (BT 012-485), Mrderate to heavy small arns
fire was received fron cosrdinates (BT 006-490) and (BT
005~480)., Armed UH-1E escor’t helos of VMO-2 laid supp-
regsive fire cn these positions and no hits were taken,

28 Ocii ~ 4 few ninutes after midnight, "the Marble Mountain
AT Fzeility was taken under att ack by suicide demolition
teans, The adjoining MCB-9 arca was simultaneously taken -
under morsar attack. The demolition teams apparently gained
accgss to the flight lJn@ areas by knocking out a key
bunker >n the west side 5f the aircraft parking mat, The
three personnel occu;zlcg the bunker took the Viet Cong
under fire until all threc were wounded in action by the
Viet Cong infiltrators Two teans of approx1nately ten
men each penetrated tJ tiic tactical squadrons maintenance
and office spaces located in the tents along the western
edge of the parking ramp. One of the teams moved north
through the VMO-2 area grenading the squadron tents. The
other tecam moved in a southerly direction through the
HM-263 and HMM-361 =ziaas, Personnel of the three squad-
rons were rouscd by the explosions and iumediately re-
sisted the attackers with small arms fire, killing one
Viet Cong. ALction by these squadrons significantly reduced
the effectiveness of this sapper team. Several personnel
from VMO-2 were wounded in action as was one man fron
HMZI-361.

The sapper team attacking the VMO-2 area penetrated
the maintenance and admin area and out onto the parking
ranp. Oncc in the parking area they conmenced a method-
ical attack on each helicopter. 4 Chief Hosgpitalnan,
standing his watch in a med evac UH-~1E was killed in action.

Ls the Vieuv Cong continued across the parking ranp to
the east side, they encountered Crash Crew personnel whod
were engaged in damsge control. One nember of the Crash
Crew was killed in sction, ;Parking ramp sentries and a
nachine gun bunker tosk Lhe sappers under fire. The sapper
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=teorgthell broke into shaller teams and moved south
nzovgh the UH-34D ares of HMM-263 and HMM-361, placing
12iition charges in aircraft as they maoved, Elements
off these tcams attempted to move eastward to the runway
® atvack dispersed aircraft in that location. Defenders
tetween the runway and the parking ramp prevented this
attenpt.

L third tean of sappers attenpted to penetrate to the
H&MS-16 maintenance and supply buildings but were virt-
nally annihilated by personnel from the Avionics and
Maintenance section watch, killing seven and wounding
four Viet Cong. The attack was accomplished in approx-
inately twenty ninutes but sporadic firing at the Viet
Cong trapped in the ares continued for about an hour,
MAG-16 casualties were three KIA and twenty-four wounded
in action. This included one killed and five wounded in
vehicles which struck mines on the main service road,

Immediately following the attack, MAG-16 personnel
of all squadrons noved to the aircrats ranp, reinforced
the perimeter defensceg, assisted in evacuation of the
wounded, and commenced danage contxold odpcrations. Eight-
teen MAG-16 casualties were evacuated by helicopter to
"C" Med as were approximately forty-four of MCB-9,
Operati sns were rendered extrenely hazardous by unexploded
grenades, grenade clusters, and sther ordnance scattered
throughout the parking ramp and tent areas by Viet Cong
sapper teams, By 140CH fifteen 3f the damaged aircraft
were again in an "UP" status and with the assistance of
Hi-161, UH-34D's from Hue/Phu Bai, were continuing
support of the III MAF and ARVN I Corps units.

29 Oct - While still policing up theﬁgé&ss fron the attack
on 28 October, MiG-16 flew 333 sorties carrying 312 pass—
engers and 17 tins of supplies in support of III MAF and
ARVN I Corps units.

30 Oct - Six UH—34D’s escorted by 2 armed UH-1E'g of VMO~2
and 2 F-4B's of MAG-11 carried 1,600 pounds of ammunition
and ten nmedical persgnnuT to Hill 22 (AT 953-667) at 0445
in supyport of 1/1, Pifty WIA and 12 KIA were evacuated to
"ot Med, At 0710 nine UH-34D's of HMM-361 commenced an
energency troop lift of 5, U.S. nilitary and ten LRVN fron
LZ GOOSE to coordinates (AT 9?5—680), 5 niles gouthwest of
Danang., The flight wss cupported by 2 UH-1E's of VIMO-2,.

At 0725, two UH-34D's ot ¥MM~-263 1lifted 8 U.S. nilitary
dog handlers and two dogs fron ITT MAE Pad to crordinates

-12—
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%@T 935-663)., All of thess early norning flights received
ire,

4t 0915, five UH-34Df'g of HMM-3Al, augmented by 2
UH-34D's of HMM-263 and 8 UH-34D'gs of HMU-362 (MLG-36)
flew a strike mission to cosrdinates (AT 928-628), 8 miles
southwest of Danang. A total of 140 U.S. Marines were
lifted into the landing zone, ZLater in the day 140 Marines
were retrograded to Landing zones in the Danang TLOR.

A UH=-34D of HMM-263 went down at coordinates (AT 871-
707). Recovery was attenpted,but daylight ran out before
the recovery was acconplished, Security personnel were
retrograded to Landing zones in the Danang TAOR.

31 Oct -~ Six UH-34D's of HMM-263 =2nd three armed UH-1E's
of VM0O=2 coourdinated in the 1lift of a platoon of U.S.
Marines and EOD pers-nnel into the site of a downed UH-34D
at coordinates (4T 871-707)., The aircraft had previously
been abandoned and left overnight when daylight ran out

on attempted recovery, Recon personnel in the area had
reported that Viet Cong were booby trapping the UH-34D
after U.S. Marine sedurity personnel had been retrograded
fron the site last night. Today's recovery force landed
in a nearby zone and secured a defense perimeter while EOD
personnel dearned and deactivated mines and booby traps

>n the downed helo, The first CH-37C lifted the trans—
nission out of the fuselage and returned with it to Marble
Mountain Air Pacility., The second CH-37C remained in the
area until the return of the first aircraft. JAfter an un-
successful attempt at lifting the fuselage, the pick-up
was acconplished and the CH-37C proceeded toward Marble
Mountain Air Pacility with it's fuselage lcad beneath,
Minutes later the CH-37C was hit by ground fire which
severed the fuel punp intake gas line on one engine. Fuel
from the ruptured line streamed from the engine presenting
2 hazardous potential of fire or explosion, but the pilot
1st Lt, COSTA, ignored the danger and kept power on both
engines until he was able to set the UH-34D fuselage down
in a rice paddy. Only then did he secure the danaged
engine and land the CH-37C nearby at coordinates (AT 910-
616). The UH-34D's flew the security platoon to the site
and once again a perineter defense was established. The
second CH~37C returned and picked up the UH-34D fuselage,
carrying it to the Marble Mountain Air Facility. Main-
tenance personnel were flown +2 the new site and quickly
deternined the repairs necessary. Repairs were completed
and the CH-37C flew back to base., UH-1E's of VMO-2 flew

~3- . : "“.‘! R T
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'over over both the UH-34D site and the CH-3ITC egite for g +
total of five hours. 4L short tinhe later while retro-
grading the security forces a second time the second

CH-~37C experienced a chip detector light and nmade a pre-
cautionary landing at LZ GOOSE., The trouble was deternined
to be a malfunction in the elctrical system and the helo
returned to base, Note of interest: 1st Lt COSTA has a
total of 690 flight hours of which 400 are in the CH-37C,
He has flown 200 hours as a CH-37C HAC,

/@@7W

C. 4. HOUSE
By direetion

~14~

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

e o\

| EEESSIFiED

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

Yarine Aircraft. Group 16, Marble Mountain Air Facility,.
Danang, Republic of Vietnam -

Period Coversd - 1 thru 31 October 1965
Task Organization:

HEMS-16, Danang, Vietnam (1 - 31 October 1965)
MABS-16, Danang, Vietnam (1 - 31 October 1965)
VMO-2, Danang, Vietnam (1 - 31 October 1365)
HVII-161, Hue/Phu Bai, Vietnam (1 - 31 October 1965)

HMY-163, Danang, Vietnam El ~ 11 October 1965)
Futems, Okinawa (11 - 31 October 1965)

) El - 12 October 1965)
vam (12 - 31 October 1965)

HMM-361, Danang, vi:z’ ism (1 - 31 October 1965)
Sub Unit # 1, £¥7S-16, Danang, Vietnam (1 = 31 October 6%)
MATCU-68, Danang, Vietnam (1 -31 October 1965)

HM-263, Futewrsz, .
Danzng, i

Command Rank Composure:

Billet Name Rank Period

CO, MAG-16 T. J. O'CONNOR  Colonel  1-31 Oct 65
X0, MAG-16 R, L. SIMMONS LtCol 1-31 Oct 65
Adjutent E. D. MOSZER 1stlt  1-31 Oct 65
S-1 Officer F. A. MATHEWS Captain 1-31 Oct 65
S-2 Officer L. P. GLENN 1stlt 1-31 Oct 65
§-3 Officer  C. A. HOUSE = LtCol ~  1-31 Oct 65
S-4 Officer  A. MC BARRON LtCol ~ 1-31 Oct 65
CO, H&MS-16  J. L. GOEBEL ~  LtCol 1-31 Oct 65
CO, MABS~16  T. E. VERNON LtCol 1-31 Oct 65
CO, HMM-161  R. C. DENNY Jr, LtCol 1-31 Oct 65
CO, HMM-163  N. G. EVERS LtCol 1-31 Oct 65
CO, HMN-263 T. CLARK LtCol 1~31 Oct 65
CO, HMM-361 L. J. CHILDERS  LtCol 1-31 Oct 65

0IC, SU # 1 G. H, PENNE., Jr. Captain 1-31 Oct 65

~15-
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Billet Name Rank Period

co, VMO-2 G. F. BAUMAN LtCol 1-31 Oct 65
0IC, MATCU-68 R. C. COULTER Captain  1-31 Oct 65
Average Monthly Strengths:
Squadron
USMC USN
OFF  HL OFF L
HaMS-16 30 273 0
SU # 1 13 62 0
MABS-16 12 298 5 11
VMO-2 29 142 [ ] 4
HM-161 49 184 1 3
HMM-163 52 170 1 2
HMM-263 - 56 181 1 2
HMM-361 56 - 180 1 3
MATCU-68 __7 57 0 0
TOTAL 304 9 25

Note: HMM-261 not included in totals, Sguadron dropped
from OPCON of MAG-16 9 October 1965.

~16-
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NLME

GELIEN, W. J.
ROWL.ND, T. P.
GRABOSKEY, E. E.
CHEMIS, C. R. (3%)

AME

MILLIGIN, M. E.
SHERLIN, C. H.
EARLE, R. A.
JOHNSON, J. L.
PILTT, J.
DECH/NT, G. M,
JENNINGS, R.
K:RR, J. E.
L/NIS, H. G.
WOOD, R. L.
700D, L. C.
SMITH, H. F.
JONES, R. L.
DOUGHTY, D. E.
P.RKIN, L. A.
HAYNES, R. E.
SCOTT, S. F.
RALCHEL, J. M.
STLRNER, D. R.
BROWN, E. C.

CLASUALTIES

KILLED IN ACTION

RLNK/ SERNO

UNIT

HMC/5690990

LCpl/2077202

PFC/2107247

DATE OF INCIDENT

VMO-2
VMO=-2
MABS-16

GySgt/1125190 HMM~161

WOUNDED IN ACTION

28 Oct 65
28 Oct 65
28 Oct 65
17 Oct 65

RANK/SERNO UNIT DLTE OF INCIDENT
Sgt/1429907 HMM-261 3 Oct 65
Cpl/1803510 HMM-261 3 Oct 65
PFC/2015546  HMM~361 22 Oct 65
PFC/2024823  HMM-361 3 Oct 65
1/Lt/086092 HMM-263 28 Oct 65
1/1t/088452 VMO-2 28 Oct 65
1/Lt/088533 VMO-2 28 Oct 65
170/066086 H&liS~-16 28 Oct 65
W0/089226 HMII~263 28 Oct 65
GySgt/1107014 VM0-2 28 Oct 65
Sgt/1192673  VMO-2 28 Oct 65
Sgt/1475567 VMO-2 28 Oct 65
Sgt/1583069 VMO-2 28 Qct 65
Cpl/1906655 M.BS-16 28 Oct 65
Cpl/1919975 VMO-2 28 Oct 65
Opl/2006675 VMO-2 28 Oct 65
Cpl/2032996 VMO-2 28 Oct 65
Cpl/1906614  H&MS-16 28 Oct 65
LCpl/2046403 VMO-2 28 Oct 65
LCpl/2031089 HIM-263 28 Oct 65
-17~

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

TRLSSIFIED

WOUNDED IN ACTION (con't)

NAME RALNK/SERNO UNIT DATE OF INCIDENT
SCHAFER, R, LCpl/2054569  HMM-263 28 Oct 65
PORTER, R. W. TFG/2036130  M4BS-16 28 Oct 65
SOCCORSO, E. 4. Pv+/2067279  MABS-16 28 Oct 65
PIERCE, G. A. LCpl/2006778  MiBS~16 28 Oct 65
PiPP, D. E. LCpl,/2029600  VMO-2 28 Oc% 65

CHRISTILN, P. W, PFC/2122250 H&MS~16 28 Oct 65
EATABROOK, C. S. ILCpl/1938797 HMM-361 28 Oct 65

SEE, D. C. LCpl/2028378  VMO-2 28 Oct 65
RYNDERS, M. W. PFC/2060851 VMO-2 28 Oct 65
WOMAK, R. L, LCpl/2040616 M/BS-16 28 Oct 65
W.GEL, D. E. LCpl/2061144  M.BS-16 28 Oct 65
COUGHRAN, R. P. L0pl/1985153 MAiBS-16 28 Oct 65
GENTNER, M. C. LCpl/2063803  VMO-2 28 Oct 65

MILLER, E. J. (%) 1/Lt/086743 HMM-161 17 Oct 65
OWENS, D. J. (%) 1/Lt/088506 HMIM-161 17 Oct 65
MATHEWS, R. 4. (%) PFC/1683895 HMM-161 17 Oct 65

(%) Non-Combantant casualty.

~18~
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MORALE AND WELPARE PROGRAMS

Morale and Religious programs conducted by MLG-16
Chaplaing are as follows:

Roman Catholic, Daily Mass in Blessed Sacre-
ment Chapel, Marble Mountain Air PFacility at 1700,
Sunday Mass at 0830, Sunday Mass at 1/9 CP south of
of Marble Mountain Air Facility held directly thercafter.

Protestant., Sunday worship at 0830 in Officer
Mess, Church party to LDS service in Air Force Chapel,
Denang at 1400, Two services were held at "B" Battery,
lst LAAMS on Monkey Mountain., Memorial Services held
for men killed in action 28 October on Sunday 31 October,

Several visits to 0ld Folks Home, Danang. A4 total
of 6,000 piasters and $50.00 were donated. Three coffins,
one truck load of scrap lumber, one bicycle and portions
of "C" rations and used clothing were also donated.

Several visitswere made to the refugee camp estab-
lished by the 5lst Division .LRVN. Distributed candy to
approximately 1,800 people and 500 dependents of ARVN
Soldiers and donated $50.00 to the refugee villagers,

The $-3 section of MAG-16 started a Baseball Pool
during the World Series., Half of the kitty was donated to
the Catholic Orphanage and Nursexy south of the airfield,

HMM-161

Daily liberty runs to Hue Citadel were made until
30 October, when all liberty was cancelled by the III MAF.
The four squadron clubs are running efficiently and in-
ventories and new purchases of supplies have been made,

~19~
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The Chaplain's of MiG-16 were active in the Civil
AMfairs Program throughout the month. Their aetivities
were as follows:

CIVIL AFF,LIRS

Visited village of Hoa Long, Contributed a total
of 6,000 piasters to help with funernal expensesg of
deceased villegers. Dolls and candy were given %o the
children of Hoa Long. '

L visit was made to the Christian Missionary Alliance
Compound in an attempt to arrange transportation to a
rcfugee village south of Marble Mountain,

Visited World Evangelization Crusade Orphanage,
Distributed three boxcs of candy and clothing donated
by the Material Section, M/iBS~16,

Distributed coniributions of the SNCO Club, MAG-16
to orphanages in the Danang and Phu Bail areas, A
total of 15,000 piasters was distributed to Roman Catholic,
Protestant, and Buddhist Orphanages.

L vislit was made to the village of le Te for the purpose
of ascertaining the condition of a boy hit by one of
AG-16's vehicles. The family was donated 600 piasters.

Chaplain TOLAND, MAG-16 and Lt GRAHAM, HMM-361, are
teaching IEnglish classes at St., John's Sceminary on a
woekly basis,

EVM-161

During October, interviews were held with Sister
Superiors of the Daughters of the Immaculate Mary Convent
and the Kim-Long Orphanage in Hue in an effort to deter-
mine what type of assistance is needed for these estab-
lishments, Requisitions were sent to CARE on 4 October
for food, clothing, soap, and building repair kits based
on these interviews. A bolt of clothing was donated to the
orphanage and the convent on 27 October. The Danang Staff
NCO Club donated $250,00 to the squadronts Civil Affairs
program and prescntly a determination as to the best ways
to employ this donation is being reached.

=20
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PUBLIC INFORM.TION/ISO

L1)1 units of M.G-16 have egtablished liaison with
the Danang Press Center,

HM-161

Sergeant BELRDSLEY of the LELTHERNECK MAGLZINE staff
has becen with the squadron since the 26th of October and
has taken pictures of combat operations, squadron civil
affairs personncel working at the daughters of the Immac~-
ulate Mary Convent and Kim-Long Orphanage, as the pre-
sentation of sixtecen Air Medals at a Squadron Awards
Ceremony on the 31lst of October,

HVMM-263

No PIO releases werc initiated during this period al-
though Okinawan newspapers carried accounts of the squadrons
participation in the 1ift of doctors, nurscs and medical
supplies to Kure-Shima, Ryuku Islands. A4 plaque was award-
ed to the squadron in appreciation of its efforts on be-
half of the Mcdical Association of Okinawa.

VIIO=~2

Squadron aircraft carried reporters from several
Japanese periododical, plus the managing editor of '"TIME"
Magazine. 4 newsrcel tcam from the IS0 Office took sequ~
ential pictures to use in an article about the medical
evacuation aircraft and mission,

-21- ' . A
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4IR OPERATION STATISTICS

OCTOBER TOTALS

—

*

VHO=2 UH-1E HM-161 UH-34D
Pax 370 Pax 6,701
Sorties 650 Sorties 3,39
Cargo 0 Cargo 588,200 1bs
Hours 975.5 Hours 1,300.7
Med Evacs 120 Med Evacs 102
. HMM-261 UH-34D HMM=26 3 UH-34D
Pax 1,294 Pax 2,604
Sorties 1,047 Sorties 2,495
Cargo 154,326 lbs Cargo 362,000 1bs
Hours 382.0 Hours 768,0
Med Evacs 21 Med Evacs 170
HII-361 UH-34D SU # 1 H&MS CH-37C
Pax 5,177 Pax 781
Sorties 3,895, Sorties 24 (52 mens)
Cargo 509,046 1bs Cargo 433,876 1bs
Hours 1,353,3 Hours 160.4
Med Evacs, 93
MAG=16 TOTALLS

Pax ccveocnas cecsseescssss 16,927

SOrties secsoovsocosacens . 11,507

CATEO ovinsovcoenssanrsnes 2,047,448 1bs

HOUPS ...covvceoasnsanecs . 4,939.9

Med Evacs cecoe

e ceoeee o ase 578
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JOV2.AMD AND CONTROL

i

HEMS-16

The squadron *ransferred its C-117D 17?16 to MAG-36
onn 20 October 1865,

The following awards were presented to personnel of
the squadron: two PURPLE HEARTS; two AIR MEDALS; and
one WAVY UNIT COMMENDATION,

MARS-16

O ot s v 110

Recommendations for decorations to personnel of
MABS~16 are: twelve NAVY COMMENDATIONS; three BRONZE
STARS, and one SILVER STAR (Posthumous).

HMM-263

Four FURPLE HEARTS were awarded personnel of the
sguadron during the reporiing pexriod,

VMO-2
During the month a total of 43 AIR MEDALS, 5 NAVY

COMMENDATION MEDALS, znd 16 PURPLE HEARTS weré awared
to personnel of VIIO-Z.

-23
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INTELLIGENCE

The MAG-16 Intelligence Section conducted normal
intelligence functions throughout the reporting period.

11 Oct - Senator BREWSTER toured the MAG-16 area,
Also, attended a briefing by the Commanding Officer,

19 Oc¢t - Arranged the first meeting between the Hoa
Vang district chief and the Commanding Officer,

20 Oct « Counter-intelligence personnel provided
assistance to the lst Battalion, Sth Marines in a search
and destroy operation.

28 Oct - 0010 MiG~16 attacked by Viet Cong Main Force
Unit, Conducted interrogationg of VCS's, and debriefs of
Staff Officers.

HM=-161

During the reporting period the primary interest of
the Inteliigence Section was the Hue/Phu Bai and northern
province of Quang Tri where the squadron has been operating
in support of the ARVN 1st Division.

On 31 October at approximately 1203 BARRELHOUSE was
advised by lst ARVN Division that ARVN troops in the Hue/
Phu Bai area observed two large VC units in the area. One
company size unit at coordinates (YD 83-17) and a force of
about 200 at coordinates (YD 96-16)

From 1 - 10 October, the weather was generally fair
with mean temperature/humidity of 86/82. On 10 October
monsoon type rains began and lasted until 20 October; dur—~
ing this period the Hue/Phu Bai area received 20,0 inches
of rain with ceilings generally about one thousand feet,
Since the rains ended the Hue Phu Bal area has enjoyed
CAVU flying weather,

Squadron aircraft have received small arms fire on '
eight separate occasions during the reporting period with
one hit being inflicted upon the aircraft,

24
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During the first month of operations in RVN, there were
two types of enemy activity which affeeted squadron opera-
tions: VG "Sapper" attackson MAG-1é helicopter, and the
incidents of squadron aircraft being hit by hostile ground
fire in the local area of the TAOR and in other parts of I
Corps.

L VC Sapper Unit with an estimated 30-40 men, entered
the MAG-16 compound area about 005, 28 October 1965, with
demolitions to destroy MAG-16 aireraft., In this attack,
HMM-263, lost one aircraft, had four damaged sufficiently
to require overhaul by 0&R, and thirteen of the remaining
fifteen aircraft sustained damages repairable by squadron
personnel, One Sapper team attempted to enter the mat area
through the squadron line tents,; but were repulsed by squad-
ron personnel in the area, resulting in 5 VC kia, and two
VO WIA, captured (of which one later died). Captured from
these VC were two Chinege Communist submachine guns, one
Chinese Communist automatic pistol, one US caliber .38
revolver, znd a variety of grenades,

Friendly casualtiee from this squadron were limited to
one WIA from small arms fire of the VC and two WIA resulting
from their jeep hitting a land mine just outside the base
during the attack.

Enemy grounf fire during the reporting period account-
ed for seven incidents of aircraft being hit by small arms
fire, with no personncl injuries,

Location of aircraft when hit and when fired upon with-
out being hit (14 incidents) indicated that, with the excep-
tion of strike zones, there were three (3) areas within the
TAOR from which ground fire was reguarly received:

1. Grid Sguares (AT 88-70), (4T 88-71), (AT 87-70),
from villages of Hai Vue, and Giao Tri.

2. Area near dam at (4T 959-658) and LZ "4" for 3/9.

3. Along the river from railway bridge (LT 998-707)
to Marble Mountain Air Facility.

Llmost all ground fire incidents occurred within 1,000

meters of company or larger sized VC units operating in the
area. N \za:_ﬂ_:_&:w .
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HIM- 361

During the reporting period, the squadron reported
a total of 28 ground fire incidents and 35 sightings,
4L total of 22 hits were taken from ememy ground fire
during the month, No count was made of the many hole
inflicted during the VC sapper attack 27-28 October,

The squzadron continued to fly PSYWAR operations
utilizing both the leaflets and the lod speaker system,

A total of 2 hitewere received during the month due to
enemy ground fire.

SU # 1, H&MS-16

. One aireraft received one hit during the month, The
intelligence progrem is well organized and functioning
within the guidance of +the next senior command,

5
L
Pt
£
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GROUND DEFENSE

The M/BS-16 Security Section comprising of 80 men
from all units at Marble Mountain fir Facility provided
security during the howrs of darkness., During this per-
iod there were a number of small probes by group of
undetermined size. On 20 October the Security Section
was placed under the Group S-3 for Operational Control,

At approximately €000H, 28 October, the LAir Facility
came under heavy attack by VC demolition squads who broke
through the perimeter and infiltrated positions in a
coordinated attack on Marble Mountzin [dir PFacility and
MCB-S,

HM-161

On 31 October at approximately 2045H BLT 3/4 report-
ed contact SE of Phu Bai with 2 VC KI.i's resulting., US
Marines on the NW perlmeter also reported obgerving 3 VC
west of hill 180, 4s a precautionary measure the per-
imeter guard was doubled and all bunkers manned with M-60
machine guns. Throughout the night aircraft were kept
airborne in the Hue/Phu Bai area, Onec aircraft was fired
on from an area 120 degrees, 3 miles from Phu Bai TLCALN,
There were no unusual occurances during the night.

A new security policy is being put into effect within
the sguadron compound. All Vietnamese nationals that enter
the compound on a regular basis will surrender their nat-
ional identification card and be issued a HMM-161 security
badge., Those who come in on an occasional visit will be
issued a visitors pass after clearance has bcen granted
by a representative of the S~-2. L new gentry booth has
been constructed and is located at the squadron entrabcee,
Instructions have been written for this sentry in Viet-
namese so0 that he may show a local national should a
misunderstnading oceur, 4in English translation is also on
the sheet in the corrcsponding numbered paragraph,

The security badges are serialized and contain the
name, position, date issued and a picture of the individual.

HVMM-361

Bunkers for passive defense were constructed in the
living arca in accordance with Group Orders.

N i —
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The attatk of 28 October pointed out the need for both
shelter and fighting positions in the line area and for
active defense positions in the living area. Accordingly,
five macnine gun bunkcrs were constructed west of the
Office area, These positions will be manned by the squadron
damage control party should the necessity arise, Two sand-
bag shelters were also constructed between the office area
and the mat. Fields of fire were established for the
bunkers., To aid in covering the most vulnerable avenue of
approach from the west, tin can alarms, trip flarces made
from the night end of day-night flarces, and punji stakes
ingtallecd, Hand-fired parachute illumination flares are
also issued to the damage control party nightly. None of
these measures are used except for imminent threats of a
penetration of the line area. Machine gun positions were
also built east and west of the officers' living areca and
east of both the Staff NCO and enlisted billeting areas,
All defensive facilities were stlll under improvement at
the end of the month,

VMO=-2

Members of the sguadron are assigned %0 the provis-
ional ground defense company, and the reaction force,

On the night of 27 October these men accounted for
themselves exceedingly well during the attack., Subsequ-
ent to the attack, the squadron has built many bunkers in
the area of. the line and working spaces, and maintain an
additional ten men to guard the working areas themsgelves,
during the hour of darkness,

In addition the officers and enlisted living spaces
all have adequate bunkers and foxholes in the event of any
type of attack,

SU # 1, H&MS-16

Complyinz with existing directives, construection of
additional fortifications in areag of respongibility are
currently in progress., alrcraft are being dispersed in
accordance with Group planning.

-8~
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LIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE/LOGISTICS

A detachmen’s of U.S. Army UH-1E's began moving to
Marble Mountsin Air Facility on 27 October 1965,

161
Mreraft availability dropped to 75% this month,

This was due mainly to 36 AOCP's; 230 hours of scheduled

and 1,440 hours of unscheduled maintenance was performed,

Seven (7) engine changes were completed in October,

The squadron is now down to 22 aircraft. On the 17th,
one aircraft was lost when it crashed into a mountain. The
accident claimed two lives. - '

The metal shop is installing re-enforced gunner seats
and re-ingtalling the crew chiefs geats originally design-
ed by HM-161. These sents provide greater protection than
the standard seats. _

The distruction of aircraft at Marble Mountain re-
emphasized the need for aircraft dispersion. Each night
aircraft of this squadron are dispersed as much as possible
within our limited parking area. The parking pattern is
changed nightly.

HIM-263

During the month two engine changes were made on
aircraft because of high o0il consumption.

Sand is our.biggest singlé problem. Sand wears out.
the impeller oil seal, causing high oil consumption and
engine changes. Sand also wears out the leading edges of
the main and tail rotor blades, causing more frequent than
usual changes.

Because of the sand and climate, the average engine

life is around 250 hours, about 30% of allowable engine
iife,

The major problem of the month was of course the raid
by the VC on the night of 27-28 October., On the night of
the 27th, the squadron had reached a new high in availability

SR
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of 17 "UP" aircraft. The VC totally destroyed one aircrafs,
-and damaged four others badly enough to send to 0&R. Of

the 20 aircraft on the ramp, 18 were damaged in one way or
another, One aircraft had 122 holes in the fuselage from
shrapnel,

The squadron also had two "strikKes" during the period,
One aircraft was logt on 26 October and the other on the
28th of the month,

On 31 October, the squadron had 19 aircraft, of which
one wag awaiting "strike" and four awaiting shipment to
O&R.

The squadron began operating with only 8 YUP" air-

craft, the rest being in very poor condition, The average
availability during the month was 12 aircraft "UP",

By 1500 on the 28th, the day following the raid, the
squadron had 6 "UP" aircraft, and that temained a constant
average for the rest of the month,

HMIM~361

During October, an average of 22,7 aircraft were asgs-
igned., Average utilization was 59.6 hours. The average
number of aircraft available was 16.1 or 72% for the period.

VMO=-2

During the month of October VMO-2 aircraft used
76,826 gallong JP-4 fuel; 67,201 rounds of 7.62 ammunition
were expended, and 935 2,75 rockets expended.

Mreraft struck from inventory due to the attack on
27-28 October totaled thirteen (13).

One UH-1lE received "Bravo" damage and another '"Charlie"
damage. Three other aircraft received minor damage and
were repaired locally and put back into commigsion,

Two engines were changed due to sand erosion of the
compressor section.

Two of the squadron's vehicles were lost the night of
the attack., Both vehicles struck land mines on the per-
imeter road.
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CAMP MAINTENANCE

During the month of October, MABS-16 performed
routine services in support of Vil0-2; HMM=-261, HMM-263;
HiM-361; HiMM-161 and H&MS-16, These services consisted
of megsing facilites; baking facilities; transportation,
heavy maintenace of generators and vehicles; sewage dis-
rosal and plumbing installations; communications; and with
the TAFDS, provided aviation fuel for the squadrons located
at Marble Mountain Air Facility and outlying airfields at
Quang Tri, Phu Bai, and Quang Tien.

During this period barber facilities; a PX and Post
Office were completed by MABS-16 personnel. Twenty-three
strong-back tents were built for gquarters, Base Operations;
motor transport; dispensary; security and IRO. The 3,000
gallon water tower to provide showers and water for the
BOQ area and future oificers club was completed. In add-
ition, another 3,000 gallon water tower was constructed
for use at the new galley Also two gmaller water towers,
gupporting 250 gallon aireraft drop tanks, were installed
at the barber shop and dental clinic for wash water (new
tanks damaged in shipping, beyond use for aircraft).
MABS-16 personnel constructed three latrines and poured
the concrete slab for refrigerators was poured at the new
mess hall, Construction of the new mess hall and galley
were continued by MCB-9. MNABS-16 personnel began running
service wire to provide electricity to all squadrons on
the flight line. Additional wiring and fixtures were in-
stalled in living quarters as it became available, The
MiBS~16 utilities shop was relocated, Deck supports for
the propsed base chapel was constructed. MiBS-16 person-
ncl began constuction of the E,M. Lounge. The E.M. Club
and SNCO Club are 80% complete ag of this date. The
water point at the base of Monkey Mountain was closed due
to inclement weather and zll water for this installation is
being hauled from MCB-9 and Danang Air Base. Average con-
sumption runs approximatsly 18,000 gallions per day. :
MABS—16 has provided a pump oporator at the MCB-9 pumplng
station during th: hours orf 1700-07003; the hours MiBS-16
ig permitted to draw water from the water point. The
first well has becn sunk at Marble Mountain Air Facility
by MCB-9, It is cased and capped off, awaiting arrival
of the necessary pumping equipment. A second well is
being drilled, Electrical power continues to be a
problem due to the high percentage of deadlined generators,
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COMMUNICATIORS

The move to Marble Mountain has been completed.
Communications has been expanding with the intermal devel-
opment of the base, PFulfilling the needs of communications
for an Air Group have been developed along guidlines set
dovn by FMFM 10-1 with additional needs being recognized
and fulfilled in accordance with the unique status of
MAG-16 . '

Support from the lst Mobile Communications Unit (Det)
Team 42-65 USAF has been outstanding and cooperation and
efforts between USMC and USAF Communication Units are ex
tremely harmonious, . :

Strength of the Communications Section during the
month is; 1 Officer and 52 Enligted. Inter-group transfers
were effected on an idontical, one for one, MOS bagis with
MAG-36.

Overall communicoiions both inter group and inter
wing has improved considerably with the addition of 5 USAF
trunks to PALCON/QUAITL and relocation of the AN/MRC-62
van . to the vicinity of the Communication Center, Comm-
unications sustained a minimum of damage during the VC
attack 28 October., A wire circuit is planned to be in-
stalled to MCB-8, MCB-9, USNH and 1lst Force Recon to
further coordinate movement zand defensive fire, along with
an FM radio back-up.

The message center is still operating a half/duplex
teletype circuit with 1lst MAW due to the unavailability
of needed equipment at the lst MiW Communications Center,
A courier run is still in effect. A4 TOP SECRET key list
nag been allocated for use by this command and a modifica-
tion to our present KW-7 equipment has been installed,

Approximately 2,500 incoming and 200 outgoing messages
have been processcd during this period.

During this perind 158 pieces of equipment were pro-
cesged by repair which includes actual repair, sending to
higher echeloan for repasir and minor adjustments. The Group
mountout stock was made available to the Communicationsg
Section which resulted in putting several pieces of equip-
ment into operation:.. use. The repair section after repeat-
© ed efforts has brought into sultable operation one TT-4
which inturn has produccd messages of a readable nature.
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The radio section continued operations over radio
nets. Wing TAC net was established on 8 October both
here and Hue/Phu Bal and is operated on a 24 hour basis.

Routine preventive maintenance and minor repair
rrevaeiled, Stress wag ced on FM and every means is
veing employed to pictaect The equipment parts, and batt—
.eries from the corrusive atmosphere of Marble Mountaine.

Additional eguipment was sent to Phu Bai to maintain
reliable communicationg on the Wing TAC net,

Installation =aiid Srouble shooting maintained its hectic
pace, heavy eguipzent being the primary contributor to
cut and torn out wire lines.

The present loudspeaker and siren system was found
inadeguate due %o the lack of eguipment., A4 letter re-

questing the ﬁdd1t¢an3“ squipnent hag been forwarded to the
Group S-4. : ' ‘

Reesulting damage fronm fhe attack on 28 October is:
w1 wire communications to the flight linc was out.

The lines to the Crash Crew were jerked out and cut
by the Viet Cong.,

A grenade was placed atop wire lines in the rear. of
the first hangar, thus indicating a definite kmowledge of
their location, RUX workers (indigenous personnel) are

probably ruspon31ble for aiding the attackers by dlSClOSlng
thelr exact location

The Security Loop in the vicinity of squad 6 was out
%2 the position was overrun.

Temporary communications was roestabllshed with the
flight line at approximately 0100, The remainder of the . .
lines were installed after daylight, due to ordnance hagzards,
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