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SYNOPSIS 

Marine i....i.rcraft GTO~A}) 16 airc:i."af"t continued support 
of III mL.F, and ARYN I Corp8 Units throughout the month 
although hampered by illonsoon weather~ Some emphasis was 
placed on training and area fS .. mJ.liarization fligbts to 
ind.octrinate/Clualify pilots rGcently joined from CONUS 
and intra-squadron transfers. 1'11e majority of flights 
were of 8. rGsupply or troop lj,ft nature. Operation 
"RED SNAPPER" was carried out during the period. CB:- 37C 
aircraft of MAG-16 Sub Unit # 1 were frequently utilized 
for missions involving t~1eir heavy Ij,ft capabiltt;{.~ 
Fresh frozen food pl'ovided a vlelcome yariation to t!Brt 

and "0" Rations at marble M01)nta.in J,ir Faeili ty. In 1.1'J~'\l~~? 
support o:f Civil Af:fairs, mech.cal t~lams were flovm to ~ ~ 
various di stri cts to treat Viet-.aame8e civilians, and WG ff}.Qb'1'iS'-f4l 
PsyWar Leaflets and Loudspeaker Irj.2sions were flown. ~ .. Jo ~ 9 
(Enclo sure 1) ""r:::---:--:-----.J 
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Numeroua......: I?; ~.; '.'J;,~::-:: l)X'ov:idBd with tour of the 
--Danang and Chu 1,0:: X.:,.:': ~ ~ [! and opportunities to obaerve 

Marines i.n actj.lJ2;, '] ' .. <, crashes resulted in .. the death of 
·one crewman and. C1 .:: >~~ .. ;:i 'C 8 passenger. The ''Marble Mount­
ain Air Facili t;:· WciS ::<it!J.cked by Viet Cong sapper squads 
who inflicted COl1sj.cle:r:'o;iJl.e d'31D.age to the Group aircra£t. 
Casualties were light; and the attackers were routed. 
Two ds.ys later -'ene aV8.5.l.able aircraft were utili2ed in 
resupplying 1/1 and. evacuating casual ties from that 
unit which had come un<'!.er !lhuman wave!' 'attacks by Viet 
Congo 

HI GRGI C·HT S 

1 Oed:; - L'~ UH-34-:) 'iVa8 struck 'by o~e rovnd at coordinates 
tA11E'60·-'724-). r~llJe round passed through the tail cone. 
The c';j.:c~'.raft can t.in~led the mj_ssion wi -r;hout further in-
ci den '1;, A loudGpeE-l..~{81' confi.gt;'J.'dd UH-IE carri ed ou.t a 
leaflet drop an.ti r.;:ros,('!.cap·f: t:) v:U.l:-~g~s of Le Son (4) 
southwest of Denang. IJG8.tl WLf/J: a::-.LQ. BGen MG h'UTCHEON 
toured the J)3..llang a:-teet. Prior to c1e.yl:Lgh·c 2 UH-IE' . 
med evac heli copter~ flew 'I;c: thn AJ.oui. Border SUrveill­
ance Ou.t~)OSt7 65 mj.12s west of Danang to evacuate a 
wounded member of the lLR.VliJ SJ,)8cial JPorces. (Enclosure 2) 

2 Oct - FlJr the f:J.r.s t. ·t:l.me in several weeks Marine Heli­
copters flew into the \T:Lr:3t ArJ. area (13T 018-270). The 
flight of 6 UH·-34D· '.:; ;)X I-IlVm··261, accompanied by four 
UH-IE's of VMO-2 c<::\,::'::'~'3G. nine tons of cargo and 10~ 
passengers between ]} ... u·;;X).,:r" ';i"i et An, and Thang Binh (BT 
172-425). Sup.flOr-Gi;:l:~; cl..:Li'(,x':"ft t 4 USAF 13-57's and 4 
A-4C Skyhawks of ML;>-·l~~ ~ };:;.'()viclsc T,anding Zone Prep and 
Helo escort. (EncJ .. :),::fU.rc~·:\) '!I':'::O··2 carried out a Fey War 
mission to a villag0 t:lOUth'ir,18S"G c'f' Danang o The local 
Di.strict Chief made 8. l:J~·)8d(:8,st arJ leaflets were dropped 
to the villagers. 

3 Oct - 6 UlI··14-Dl s and ~~ r:.i:~-·13:1 A comprised an early morn­
ing strike force, lifting a 56 11"1:'1 Marine a.ssault unt t 
from Marble Moun'~ain jj.Y.' Facility to a posi t:~.on "1 miles 
south (BT 109-(47). e.hol'tly after 14·00H a UH-34D of 
100.1-261, re spondir:[; to .1. med evac, W8,9 gi vgn thE: signal 
to pick up 1::: USlvIO "CLl:.. 8 .r..j_leci sO'.:tth1:?9st of Dall9.1lg, (AT 
962-644). Imme<hately upon t,ju.chdO\'~:1. the helo VlJas taken 
under whi thering acct1.Y'a-ce fire frorr: two sides of the land­
ing zone. The crew chj.ef was WOU!lC!.id in the chest as the 
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L-.4.i-I.~±'-I<""""",I-;;· . ..:.f.lew·t'l'-; <"j. c~;·:':'~.ft to ;:C" Med ·:-;0 obtain medi..cal 
qsd.stance for th,? c:;,:::c: cb:Lef ~ where the helo was shut 
df)~m with extensi·':',st;r .. ::;'l;3'D.is!::'lon damage. A reaction 
force was lifted i~to ths zone shortly thereafter (AT 
962--648). On thA ~:-S c~)nd 1ift into the zone an aerial 
g' . .lnner was hit by;:::~ :.::!,::',~l. and received slight back 
wou.nds .. Two airc·;::::i.'·~ ;;y:::;,·r;;.l hit. Escorting DH-IE's pro­
vided f.;'U.ppressi V(' .~:::. J::::': Ul1"~:j.l one was hi t and forced to 
retu~~'j; 1;0 hase by contrul difficulties. Two additional 
DH-1E' ~~ 8.rrived on the fJCel1e but had difficulty deter­
mining the friendly posi·tj.ons. ]Iore troops were lifted 
into tho zone under fire. Three UH-34D 1 s responded to 
a call. :f0r med-e~racs and ul)on lCi~nding found themsleves 
in the T:::~:::8t of thG firefight, ~he helos picked up 2 
~lIA 8.~I.r) .. L J:Il ... be-!»rf) l1ostil,) :fiI'e ,made the zone unten­
a.ble., n"H' of tbe U~~'·.3!r:O: s -tcolc f'i v(: :td ~,s but was able to 
reach 'n" 1':1ed wj.·!:;;: ~.~h8 ~7IA~ bfdC:TG ret;iJ~-:').ling to base be­
cause r::~: damage" ·c···j·C's v/(~r2 cl~.J.lsC. :l.l"1. Fmd conducted 
strikeC:1 IJontroJJo:l r .. ;r '~,Ls Fn:::.E :;e·!.r-,I:-~., Additional troops' 
and sup")lj 88 W81:8 lif t(.,CI. Lctc ~;~:02 :)]..1.'? .'<:1(:. r.l.ed eV"acs 
taken to t'O!! Med 3.8 nif;ht fel). }jll ,:;;,L-:,c~·9.ft received 
fire in the zones, A.s c1.'3.r1.-ner:;,:; ?'cd"" ':l. :t.'lare ship began 
making j.1J.uminat::.on dr'o:~21 ~,~vb:~:_;:' cd. cU. 'donal F-4C's and 
UH-IE's pPl)vided a1':11.e1 ':;sc.o:::,t lC:.r· tee·. helos a...'"J.d support 
for IvIarLles on the g:':'o"UwL C' .. "0 1:' thi.l"ty stru.ctures were 
destroyeCl tn the aLc' ~~tTi kG,S. At approy.imately 2045H 
all ai:t':)rc~:l't; had rG·:·-'.JL'll!~d. b2,-['(.l1,):' to base. At 0245, 16 
wounded Marines we:::,;;· >. 'i_':' :_.~LfteG. from. "0" Med to Danang 
Air Force Operatio::-:.:; r .': t::\"·,:~ct!.atjon by fixed wing aircraft. 

4 Oct - At 0500 a ·b.l.·~,c: ~"5J~,:/ .~>~ ~~ tvventy-five plane strike 
supported by fou.r UH .. 1}~ i:)·1.~·~J.,;~;:·:i).:: "3:J ':"1 fixed wing aircraft 
of both Ml .. G--ll and 111,.,.8<1:2 1:';0 t 1.;hc.:,clv day underway. On 
this strike 426 i3VJ} and 160 ii.merioan troo:ps were lifted 
frem Quang Nga:~, to coord:Lnates (BS 845-450); Seven helos 
repo~ted receiving fire from coordinates (BT 201-575) -
but 110 hits were taken. Post strike activity consisted 
of uight rest:.?pJy TIli,ssLms d'J.ring which 223 passengers 
and 35, 700 pOti!la~:l of CE'.rgo were J.iftv'l. to various (I"'J-t­
posts in the QU.3.n~ Ngai area. 

5 Oct - Four UH-j4I"r: ;;..:.nd 2 UR--1Ets f3c'")od by a~\J ~~Udl1g 
~1--1'n su.1 .)"t. r .. ·r:- r')"'1"';'~'':''~'" I!~,il , 14 r;. t'I""i .. ,.,,;,....,O' -~"":ISUpp"'T l~gaJ J;';.J'..l.J J.l. '1j,·:'O:t!Jc.1.'." c .. C . .'_'" I _ . .L:;~.d,:; .!.{~ .L.f 
and med evac mis8~;.cn.D" .,.ct Huc./Pl'ru. I;~:_ (3 LiH-"34D's as--
carted by 4- 1,:·-40; ~,~ \"j:~ :(":.--.:-1 thi:rty-·ei.2·:~lt troo';'s ared over 
30,000 pounc.1e of C2.rg'J 1":.'um La Vc-ill€ '::; Ba Long. 2 UH-IE' a 
were diverted to China P'·~;e,ch where a drowning victim was 
picked up an:i taken to IiGI! I>/l:ed........-__ .... ~ 

_":1_ 
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6 Oct - In the Hue/Phu Bad area of operations 16 UH-34D's 
of H1~~-161 escorted by 4 UH-IE's of ~~0-2 carried out an 
ldr Land Assault, lifting 138 troops to an landing zone 
at coordinates (YD 128-136). Hostile fire was encount­
ercd in the vicinity and the gunships laid suppressive 
fire on the enemy positions. Twelve A-4C's provided 
escort for the mission. Weather in the LZ area_ delayed 
the landing by two hours. Between 2200H and 2300H 2 
UH-IE's carried out a night river recon-aissance. Pilots 
noted that wi thout artif!.cial illumination, an effective 
night recan raquires a clear night with low angle moon­
light and flight altitudes of 1000 to 1500 feet above 
the terrain. 

7 Oct - Two CH-37C's of Sub Unit # 1 carried over 37,000 
pounds of 115/145 LvGas from Ky Ha Airfield to Quang Ngai, 
utilizing the 300 gallon external tanks integral to the air­
craft for transporting purposes. Two UH-34D's of HMM-36l 
carried out a Psy War ffiission, dropping 20,000 leaflets 
at (AT 95-64), (J~T 96-64), C'~T 97-64), U~T 95-65), (L.T 
96-55), and (.t .. T 97-65). 

9 Oct - Fifteen UH-34D' s of ID~:r"~-261 escorted by 4 UH..:.;lE's 
bf -VMQ-2 and 8 J..I.-4C I s of m:'::..G-12 carried 207 troops and 
500 pounds of car~a into Landing zones at coordinates 
CAT 865-654) and U .. T 839-672). UH-IE's controlled A-4C's 
and expended their own rockets on the target. Two 
UR-lE's of VMO-2 wer;;; called to evacuate wounded LLDB 
personnel from a landing zone south of Ashau Border 
&~rveillance Outpost ap~roximately 45 miles west of 
Danang. The friendly troops were surrounded by Viet Cong 
and the zone was under fire. The med evac UH-IE was hit 
approaching the zone. The escort UH-IE laid suppressive 
fire on enemy positions but intense fire and insufficient 
fuel forced both aircraft to withdraw. In the meantime 
10 UH- 34D' s and 3 UH-IE gunships from mliM-261 and V1\10-2 
were making preparations to lift 110 Nungs from Danang 
to the relief of the LLDB patrol. UH-34D's rendezvoused 
with UIi-1E's and A-4C's from M1:..G-12. The only feas ble 
landing place was a high altitude two plane zone with 
numerous tree stumps. Two of the UH-34D's received 
slight damage from these stumps. Following the landing 
of the Nung force, one of the UH-34D's attempted to pick 
up the LLDB med evacs. Communications with the-troops 
(LLD:B) on the gr·:mnd indicated that they had no contact with 
the Viet Cong for over an hour. However, on final to an 
extremely small zone, the UH-34D was taken under fire from a 
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twelve 0' clock pesi tion at cluee range, rece1.V1.ng 10-11 
l,)j.ts mostly in the engine section. The rescue attempt 
was aborted and all aircraft returned to base. Later 
UH-34D's from HIifN[-16l were launched into the area and 
ei'fected pick-up of the med evacs. 

UR-lE's flew to Aloui on a med evac mission, to a 
point north of Ashau in dense jungle. The pilot, Capt­
ain ~r. A. COI'.'lr.JION took an armed DR-IE into the zone and 
beat the foliage dOl,vn with rotorwash until he was able 
to land. ',,{hen the wounded personnel had been lifted 
into the helicopter hC;:WEl8 too heavy for :take-off. He 
then emptied all of h:Ls ammo, smoke grenades and other 
loose gear, and utili-zing' a tight right-hand spiral to 
reduce tail rotor po\ver J.oss, was able to leave the zone 
with all med evaos on board o 

Two CH-37C's of CQb Unit #- I oonduoted para drops for _ 
25 recon personnel south of rv'i3.rble Mountain Air Facility. 

LtG(3n KRUL1J{, accompa..11iGd by BGen MC KUTCREONt)ured 
MAG-l~. His visit included llli~ch and a brief by Col­
onel T. J. O'CONNOR, 1L'j,G-16 C.O. 8l1d was followed by 

..... an address to the troops of the Group. Senator BREWSTER, 
D/~I[aryland visited MAG-16 and was briefed by the C.O. 
of M,t~G-16. 

10 Oct - UH-lE's of VMO-2, acting in their TACCt...) cap­
ability, controlled a fixed wing strike on a bunker at 
coordinates (J .. T 807-552), reporting eight structures 
c1Gstroyed. 

The first part of a three squadron change of position 
was completed. mombers of HMlvI-26l went aboard the USS 
I'VO JI.Mj~ as HL'Il'vT-163 came ashore at Marble Mountain Air 
Facili ty. 

The NORTH WIIJDV700D NE\Y JERSEY BEACH PATROL (Far- East- ' 
ern Division) was in~ugurated today. (Enclosures 4 and 5) 

11 Oct - The main body of HThThi-163 departed via KC-130 
for IdCAF Futema and HJYIT,1-263 arrived at Danang aboard the 
same aircraft. 

Seven UH-34D's of.' If:)~.r-36l? escorted by UH-lE's of 
VMO-2 and 1~-4c f s of rr:..,G~,-.J..2 flew a strike to a preselected 
8i te at coordinates (Lr~ 965-642). 164 Marines were land­
ed unopposed. 
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] . .!~_q_ct - Two CH-37C's lifted 68 barrels and 38 1 COO 
lHYlmds of 115/145 k'v"GEls from Ky Ha to Q-J.ang Ngai. 
IJ.'he aircraft also toot: an UH-34D engine and 6 pass.engera 
to IJ:a.m Ky in SUP1Jl):r~: ,>i:' T,L' .. G-36 e MAG-16 I s standby helos 
'd:i.l:'G scrambled to 1 if·t :~ 'l'G con team from coordinates 
(;l.T 838-673) to ]~Z 2In ;)i~ 2~'l.d later lifted an additional 
~3 troops from COI.:)JY'-~ ::):.:-:t;c~s (J:I..T 805-833) to the same dest­
ination. UR-IE' 8 :)]:''/:':S,J····2 flew support on both missi ms. 

~-3 Oct - UH-34D's of Fil',;::·':--1.61 carried out an urgent re­
supply of llRVN outIJr)8iJ::.1 a.-I:; Ca Lv. and Ba Long carrying over 
43,000 pounds of carg;,· a;.ld 14-3 passengers.. The r-3supply 
mission was made ·JY-{;i'o:.~Llc.11Y difficult by adverse weather 
wi th ceilings dovvu.·to 300 feet and visibility reducet!\. to 
one mile. 1.-4C (s from M/l.G-12 211d UR-lE I s of VMO-2 were 
unable to reach the area to provide escort for the UH-34!D'Sf 
but tbe flight was carried out wi th8ut incident. 

One aircraft of ID,IM-263 r8cei vecl a hit from coord­
inates (BT 113·-649) while on a ~:-GC;::.J!l mission. There 
were no injuries and i;11e aircj~aft cQmpleted the missi on 
and returned safely to base~ 

1~ UR·· J.E conducted a Psy War fJ.i.ght to the west and 
south c.f I~ar'ble Uountain. The Vletl'J.amese broadcaster 
referred to the Viet Cong as "Paper Tigers" and assured 
the villages that the RVN troops would prevail in the 
c~mflic"t. Im~18dia-j;el:r after onG such broadcast, intense 
automatic weapons j·~l:r.;:~ was received from a hamlet at 
coordinates CST 04--6E:.' Rifle fire was received fr'Jm 
coorcJ.inates (BT 11·--6~n Ilno. (BT 07-61). No hits were 
taken. Apparently t:~:G V:i.at Cong took violent exception 
to the broadcasta 

14 Oct - Adverse w82ther delayed several missions and 
forced the cancellu.ti.8Yl ~Jf others. 

ImriI-361 completed a troop retrograde for 1/1 per­
sonnel escorted by UB-1E' s of VJ:!IO-2. Small arms fire was 
received in the pick-up zone. The UH-IE's laid supp­
ressive fire and 1/1 Marines returned fire and rifle 
grenades from the zone and from the helos after t~e-off. 
No hit's were ·taken. 

The sQu~dron also provided a French speaking inter­
preter for a MiiG-16 e:i..vj.c action del::~al clinic. 

m.'IM-263 aircraft on a routine resupply mission 
received fire from coordinates (BT 028-668) while lifting 

~
""'---"'~"-'" :'. -, .... "',' '.' ;,./ !til!' 
- ,'-- 'i {'.,. 

, ~:.."-1 -6-

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

o'J.t of the zone. No h:J. ts were taken. 

15 Oct - Again weather conditions were pOJr. A UH-34D 
'oi-:-:"91ill'l-361 was fired on from. coordinates (BT 025-605) 
but received no hits. UH-34D's of m~l-263 were fired on 
from coordinates (AT 877-712) and (BT 000-634); one air­
craft was hit by small arms fire. 

16 Oct - miTI.\[-263 lifted 40 Marines from coordinates (AT 
93t;=7))) to (AT 821-754) and from (AT 834-859) to (AT 
936-753). Fire was reoeived in the zones but no per­
sonnel or aircraft were hit. 

17 Oct - 2 UH-34D's of m~~-161, ran into heavy weather 
while-,:m a routine recon/resupply in the Hue/Phu Bai area. 
The # 2 aircraft, with ten sou.ls aboard was lost in the 
storm. J~rcraft launched frJID Hue/Phu Bai on search 
missions and located the crash site at coordinates (ZD 
023-015). Jungle foliage l:Jade a l&""lding impossible. 
Medical personnel were lowered by hOist and the eight 
survivors were hoisteo. into the rescue crafts. A pla~ 
toon from BLT 3/4 was lifted to cOJrdinates (ZD 018-012) 
to provide sGouri ty fJl' the crash site and bring out the 
bodies of the tWJ Marines killed in the crash. 

18 Oct - Low ceilings and visibility continued to ham­
per ;)perations. 

The platoon from BLT 3/4 was able to recover the bodies 
of the two Marines killed in the UH-34D crash on 17 Oct. 

19 Oct - Three CH-37C' s of II'[JIoG-16 Sub Unit # 1 transported 
nearly five tons of frozen beef to the Mj~G-12 l~r Freight 
Pad at Chu Lai. In addition the "heavies" lifted a 1,200 
pound fuel pump system to Dong Ha (YD 345-605) and extern­
aIled a 1,700 pound load for the U.S. Army to coordinates 
(AT 935-688). 

20 Oct - 15 UH-34D's of HMM-161 and 4 UH-IE's of TIlO-2 
fifted 467 troops and 93,000 pounds of cargo to the l..RVN 
troops at Ba Long outpost who had beaten off a large scale 
Viet Cong ass9,1.1lt during the night. Low ceilings and 
visibility prevented the use of fixed wing escort. The 
UH-1E's laid suppressive fire at (YD 134-395). A Pey War 
oissi,m was flown by \1\;10,,·'2, utilizing 2 UR-1E's for loud­
speaker broadcasiis and =:.:::.aflets dr'Jps southwest of Danan~. 
The helos were fired m'~ .trom the vicinity of (BT 035-690). 
No hits were taken. 
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The Chief of Boa Long village was issued a pass and 
j. d.>:::D.tiification card for Marble Mountain Air Fa.cili ty. 
f'ntj ect discussed wi th the Chief included 10 cal employ­
n:~;nt of ci viliful.s and the exercise of greater control in 
':~he natter of curfew enforcements. 

~:1 Oct - Four DH-34D' s of HlIiJ:M-263 escorted by 2 DR-IE's 
flew !1El.GLE" missions in sup)ort of .ARVN I Corps. Forty 
~;ro0ps were 1a.1'J.ded at coordinates (J .. T 997-556); recei v­
ing IJortar and harassing fire in the LZ. They were later 
pick up at (AT 997-56<3) where one of the ARVN trQops was 
fatally wounded by sniper fire while bJarding the air­
craft. One DH-34·D l',-'cej.ved two hi W.from automatic weap­
ons fire at coorclt1l.tOltoi3 (BT 005-610). Another UH-34D 
was hit at coorc.:i.lv<.,i.::::: .. ::; (B~) 51-77). Esoort UH-IE's laid 
supprGssive firE:: '.m :Jr1ET''y .'?Jsi tions near the recovGry 
zone as di:-':-8cted b~; ~s:L'nacJL personnel. Several structures 
werG destroyed. 

Eight UH- 34D I s ,~·f E';:;I~ .. 361 departed. Quang Tin wi th 
10,700 pounds cargJ 8l1.(j '( LC{ .. Yl~ passengers :for Tien Phuoc 
(BT 105-137). Escori; \"vas pr.)vidod by two A-4C I s of Mli.G-12. 
As the aircraft proceeded up the Phuoc Valley, the 10wer­
ing ceilings forced the A-4C 1 s to circle clear as the 
helos went on to attenpt the resupply. Fire was taken 
from (BT 203-169). The helos dropped to tree top level 
to avoid the fire being ruceived at 600 feet. Heavy 
rain showers forced the helos tJ turn back sh0rt of Tien 
PhuGC and the return down the valley was also made at 
tree tJp level. The escort 1.1.-4C's were wa.i ting and re­
j:Jined the flight when they reached a relatively clear 
area. Weather again forced the helos down to low-levels 
on the return to 1~arble Mountain. One helo was hit at 
CElT 04-67) wbile enrJU te back to base at an al ti tude of 
l~OOO feet xld 80 knots. 

UH-IE's of Vl'~0-2 utili zing their hoist capability 
r.l.ed evaced two Marine WIll. fr·)IiJ. a jungle area with fifty 
foot trees< 

22 Oct - Operati.)ll !ljl:8D SN.t:' .. PPER" cOLlrilenced supported by 
helos of HMI\I[-16l, 361; and VmO-2. Continuous surveill­
ance was flown by 1.].:1· ~;.E! ~:!Jperating in sections and rel­
ieving on statL1Y';' ;.:~'. ·ct::.' :~::d. Van Pass area. VMO-2 also 
provided radio :':'e1:~~y ~'_'~"'ice for OLJ:):B'IELD uni ts during 
pa:t"t of the da:r • H:{f:::.: fIDd HlllIl\[-361 provided 12 heli­
copters and med evac :.~~.·t'~jbys for i.i~:,.e strike force. 
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Later in the day HMM-36l attellpted to carry out a 
rGsupply of Que Son and Tien Phuoc. Heavy rain and 
ceilings down to terrain level forced ~he flight to abor~. 
On the return to Marble Mountain, the flight leader elect~ 
ed to remai.n at low level to minimize the possibility Of

r 
ground fire. Light small arms fire was received at coor -
inutes CBS 285-382) as the flight proceeded to the coast 
for an over water return. One aircraft took a round but 
continued to base. 

Six UH-34D's of HMM-36l attempted to resupply the 
l~VN outpost at Nong Son (~T 823-390) but were forced 
back by bad weather. Diverted to another Dission; three 
of the helos received hits on a single sortie; one by 
small aros fire from coordinates (AT 950-585) and two by 
[l.uto:r;J.atic weapons fire from c,)ordinates (I: .. T 895-518). 
A crew chief received shrapnel wounds of the leg. He 
was treated and returned to duty. 

A flight of UH-34lJ t s. of RM]',~-263 received small arms 
fire from (BT 113-650) but there were nJ hits taken. 

23 Oct - A Psy War nission was f10wn to the hanlets south 
of Danang in~the vicinity of cOJrdinates (AT 999-620). 
Broadcasts and leaflet dr0ps were made. 

A ~~0-2 helo was hit in one of the rotor blades while 
on a recon in the vicinity of coordinates (AT 930-675) • 

.At 0930 an amphibious tractor fron liB" Company, 1st 
luntrac Battalion struck a la:q.d ruine. The amtrac burst 
into flaues and the crew abandoned the vehicle. The 
.Orash Crew was notified and at 0950 was on the scene. 
Despite the fact that the i'Jlltrac was loaded with 30 
rounds of 81mm Dortar, 300 hand grenadeS t and 26 boxes of 
small arms anmo, the Crash Crew began bat~ling the blaze, 
utilizing an MB-5 crash truck and a '30-B Structural 
Truck with both foan and dry ohenuoa1s. This action by 
the neubers of the Crash Crew prevented destruction of 
the ADtrac and was in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the Marine Corps. 

24 Oct - A combined force of 22 UH-34D's from HMM-l61, 
HMl'JI-263, and HMM-36l, escorted by 4 UR-1E's of vr,m-2 and 
4 A-40's of r~~G-12 eX8cutBd a retrograde of 150 Marines 
froD coordinates (AT 846,.,..633) approxinately 14 niles 
southwest of Danang. The'X':e were no inci.dents. 2 CH-37 , c 
carried 10,500 pounds< of frozen turkeys and chickens to 
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Ky Ha Airfield and ferried 14,700 pounds of AvGas fron 
ICy. Ha to Quang Ngai. One CH-31C crmducted a paradrop 
oi ssiJn dropping 74 I.1en. 

:~5 Oct - Operation \IRED SN1.PPER" was concluded with the 
li"'ftOf 380 N[arines fr,)::l the operating area to Danang and 
Hue/Phu Bai. 

Two CH-37C's transported over 10,000 pounds of frozen 
foods to the Chu Lai Air Freight tenJinal. The CH-37C's 
then carried 20,800 pounds of 115/145 AvGas to the Tl~DS 
at Quang Ngai. On the return to Marble Mountain a pass­
enger stop at Tao Ky was Dade. After take-off from TaQ Ky 
the CR-37c's received light snall arG1S fire. One helo 
was hit by a round in the lower fuselage. ~here were no 
injuries and the aircraft returned safely to base. 

Senator KENNEDY, Congressman CULVER, 
..... and an entourage of 

ss the installations 
Yr!I0-2 end RNIM-361 provided helo 

t~)ur. 

DR-lEI s took a victin of the Marble Mountain surf to 
"C n Med after his rescue frc)'o. the water. 

26 Oct - DR-IE aircraft of VMO-2 provided convoy escort 
for an OLDFIELD true}: convoy froIl north of Hai Van Pass 
down Route 1. One Marine, separated from the convoy was 
located by aircraft fr·JIJ. HMM-263. 

A DH-34D of IDill'{[-263 crashed at coordinates (AT 932-
767) while in a landing approach to LZ PHEAS.ANT Il~;'''. 
The 12 persJnnel aboard were flown to "c" Med for treat­
Dent of Dinor injuries and later released. 

Six UR-34D' s of IDllJ1.I£-16l flew logistic support of the 
1st L.RVN Divisi':m. Supplies were carried between Ca Lu, 
La Vang, Dong Ha and Ba Long. 81,900 pounds of cargo 
and 75 passengers were carried. One helo want down for 
an engine change at La Vang. Engine, crew, and parts 
were helo-lifted to the site; engine change c()Dpleted, 
a_nd the aircraft flown back to Hue/Ph'll Bai. 

Two F-4-C's crashed into the side of Monkey ~buntain 
and DR-IE's of VMO-2 werJ launched within five minutes 
after the report was received. The area was searched as 
thoroughly as possible utilizing landing lights but there 
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\"J?TP. no survivors. Darkness and unfav:)rable terrain 
})X'(;YGnte,d a landing at the site .. 

~L.Oct - .A Pay War oission was flown by UH-IE's of VMO-2 
o.rsJadcCtsting fr,JIll M8.rble Ivbuntain north to the bridge at 
IiJIla,ng. 

The Mobile Alert Force was launched. 8 UH-34D' s 'of 
m.r::M-361 lifted an 75 man ARVN force from Hoi An ldrfield 
to coordinates (BT 012-485). Iv10derate to heavy small arr1tl 
fire was received froD coordinates (ET 006-490) and (BT 
005-480). ArDed DR-IE escort helos of VMO-2 laid supp­
ressive fire on tJJese positi'ons and no hits were taken. 

28 Oct '.' 1',. i\C;:'N ui i:1u-ces after nidnight, -'the marble 1.lJuntain 
AirJracili ty was taJ:CGn under at{iack by suicide deIJoli tion 
teams. Tbe adj oining 1,WB-·9 area was SiIlUl tane0usly taken ' 
under :clvr'Gar attack. The denoli tiDn teans apparently gaired 
acc~ss t~) the flight line areas by knocking out a key 
bunker on the west sido :If the aircraft parking TJat. The 
three personnel occu:f'~li:J.g the bunker took the Viet Cong 
under fire until all th::cec were w'mnded in actLm by the 
Viet Cong infil trat)Y's. Tw'J te8 .. L1S of approxiDately ten 
Den each penetrated to the t9.ctical squadr0ns maintenance 
and office spaces looated in the tonts along the western 
edge of the parking raj~lp. One ,Jf the tOaL1S illoved riorth 
through the VMO-2 area grenading the sQuairJn tents. The 
other toan Doved in a 3.~\lltherly direction through the 
HMM-263 and IDIIM-36l a2:-l3a,S. Personnel of the three squad­
rons were roused by thc explosions and i~wediately re­
sisted the attackers wi"th snaIl arns fire, killing .)ne 
Viet Congo Lction by these squadrons significantly reduced 
the effectiveness -Jf this sapper tean. Several personnel 
frJD VMO-2 were wounded in action as was one. nan fr:m 
Hl'il:L1-3 61. 

The sapper tean attacking the ~~O-2 area penetrated 
the TJaint(mance and adDin area and out onto the parking 
ranp. Onco j.n the parking area they cooDenced a Llethod­
ical attack on each helicopter. J .. Chief Hospi talnan, 
standing his wat'.'h in a oed evac UH-IE was killed in action. 

As the Vi 0'1' Cong c:)ntinued across the parkingranp to 
the east side, they encountered. Crash Crew personnel who 
were engaged in dSl,c8ge o::mtrJl. One r:wober of the Crash 
Crew was killed tn I1ct;~_ .'.11. .i' PaJ:king ralJp sentries and a 
oachine gun b1Jnker t;:\.).:r. ~l1e sappers under fire. The sapper 
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k=~~~~~~tDr~o)1[e into snaller teams and moved south 
L.:.~:'~l;'..gh the UH-34D area of HMM-263 and IDlIM-36l, placing 
jCIl~li tion charges in aircraft as they iIlJved. Elewents 
of these tGams attempted to move eastward to the rwlway 
tJ attack dispersed aircraft in that location. Defenders 
be"tween the runway a..'1.d the parking ramp prevented this 
attempt. 

A third team of sappers attewpted to penetrate to the 
H&MS-16 maintenance and supply buildings but were virt­
ually annihilated by 2orsonnel frOB the Avionics and 
maintenance section wateh, killing seven and wounding 
four Viet Congo The attack was accompli shed in approx­
ioately twenty oinutes brl.t sporadic firing at the Viet 
Cong trapped in tho '-'.rea c.)ntinued f·Jr about 2ll hour. 
mAG-16 casualties '''J8T.'G three KIA and twenty-four wounded 
in action. This inclu.d.E:d ·me killed and five wounded in 
vehicles which struck Dines .In the [Jain service road. 

Imnecliately following the D:t<]o.~1{9 Ml~G-16 personnel 
of all squadrJns :c:loved to th8 airCl'ai'.:; ranp, reinfJrced 
the perioeter defenso~, assis-;;ecl j.n eV'lcuation of the 
wounded, and c.mmenced danage cJnt::'::"jl Jporations. Eight­
teen MAG-16 casualties were evacuated jy helicopter to 
"C" Med as were approxiIJ.ately forty-four of MOB-9. 
Operati)ns were rendered extrenely hazardJus by unexploded 
grenades, grenade clusters, and )ther ordnance scattered 
thrJughout the parking ra4lp and tent areas by Viet Cong 
sapper toans. By 1400H fifteen )f the danaged aircraft 
were again in an rrUP" status and with the assistance of 
HlIJll,l-16l, UH-34D's fro:::'l Hue/Phu Eai, were continuing 
support of the III Mj~ and l..RVN I C')Tps units. 

29 Oct - While still pob.cing up the ~ fr'oIJ the attack 
on 28 October, M.i~G-16 flew 333 sorties carrying 312 pass­
engers and 17 tons of supplies in support of III NIl..F and 
b.RVN I Oorps units. 

30 Oct - Six UH-34D's esoorted by 2 armed UH-IE's of VMO-2 
and 2 F-4B' s of MAG-II carried 1,600 pounds of aDIDuni tLm 
and ten nedi cal pers:mnel to Hill 22 (J~T 953-667) at 0445 
in sUPJ)ort of 1/1 1 F:i.fty "llIll. and 12 KIA were evacuated to 
"Oil Med. At 0710 nine UH-34Dv s of IWIM-361 COtu.:lenced an 
eDergency troop lift ·Jf ~7 U. S. nili tary and ten L.RVN froEl 
LZ GOOSE to coordinates (AT 935-650), 5 lJiles sJuthwest of 
DaDang. The flight WB.fJJuPPJrted b~,r ;~ UH-IE's of V.MO-2. 
At 0725, two UH-34D' s::;t' '~D'/JII,[-263 lj.fted 8 u.S. tlili tary 
dog handlers snd two cl'Jf:;s frm III ~/,i':J!' Pad to c"))rdinates 
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(AT 935-663). J~l jf thesQ early naming flights re~eived 
fire. 

l~t 0915, five UH-34n.-s of ID!J]Jl-36.1. augmented by 2 
UH-34D's of miITI~-263 and 8 UH-:>4DI S of HMM-362 (M1..G-36) 
flew a strike tlissiJnto c··)Jrdinates U .. T 928-628), 8 miles 
s.mthwest :Jf Danang. A total of 140 U. S. Marines were 
lifted into the landing z:me. Later in the day 140 MR.r:inI?R 
were retrograded to Landing ZJnes in the Danang TAOR. 

A UH-34D of HMM-263 went down at c)·:>rdinates (AT 871-
707). Rec:)very was attenpted" but daylight ran .Jut before 
the recJvery was acc~)mplished. Security personnel were 
retrograded to Landing z()nes in the Danang TAOR. 

31 Oct - Six UH-34D's of IDlm-263 and three arced UH-1Els 
of V1\TO-2 c»,Jrdinated in the lift :)f a plato In of U. S. 
Marines and EOD pers ~)nr..el int) the site of a downed UH-34D 
at coordinates (AT 87l-707). The aircraft had previously 
been abandoned and left overnight when daylight ran out 
on attenpted recovery. RGc·)n personnel in the area had 
reported that Viet CJng Viere b~JJby trapping the UH-34D 
after U. S. Marine seduri ty porsJnnel had been retrograded 
froD the site last night. Today's rec~very force landed 
in a nearby ~Jne and secured a defense perioeter while EOD 
personnel dearoed arid deactivated uines and b:).jby traps 
.)n the d0wned helot The first CH-37C lifted the trans­
uission :Jut ()f the fuselage and returned with it t::J Marble 
Mountain !.:ir Facility. The second CH-37C reL1ained in the 
area until the return of the first aircraft. ~~ter an un­
successful atteopt at lifting the fuselage, the pick-up 
was acc)Dplished and the CH-37C pr'Jceeded toward Marble 
:Mountain Air Facility with it's fuselage load beneath. 
Minutes later the CH-37C was hit by ground fire which 
severed the fuel puop intake gas line ()n one engine. Fuel 
fr,),[1 the ruptured line streaoed fr.)o the engine presenting 
a hazard_ms potential of fire ,)r explosiJn, but the pil'Jt 
1st Lt. COSTA, ign.'Jred the danger and kept power <)n both 
engines until he was able to set the UH-34D fuselage down 
in a rice paddy. Only then did he secure the danaged 
engine 2.nd land the CH-37C nearby at c.)ordinates (.AT 910-
61r;). The UH-34D's flew the security platoon to the site 
and Jnce again a perioeter defense was established. The 
second CH-37C returned and picked up the UH-34D fuselage, 
carrying it t:) the Marble 1vbuntain .<".:ir Facility. Main­
tenance persJnne1 were f1)wn to the new site and quickly 
deterlJ;i.nGd the repairs necessary. Repairs were c)opleteo. 
and the CH-37C flew back to base. UH-IE's of VMO-2 flew 
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er over both the UH-34D site and the OH-37C site for a + 

total of five hours. 1-.. short title later while retro­
grading the security f()rces a second tiIJe the second 
CH-37C experienced a chip detect')r light and made a pre­
cautionary landing at LZ GOOSE. The trouble was detenJined 
to be a oalfuncti,)n in the elctrical system and the helC) 
returned to base. Note ,Jf interest: 1st Lt COSTA has a 
t,Jtal of 69G flight h)urs of which 400 are in the CH-37C. 
He has flown 200 h)urs as a CH-;7C HAC. I 

(a1~ 
·C. A. HOUSE 

By directi·Jn 
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ORGANIZATIONAL DATA ------... -~ ... ---.------

~'Garine Aircraft. Group 16 y Ma-rble' Mounta.iu .Ai r 1J'8.c.i.' :tty,. 
Danang, Republic of Vietnam .' . 

reriod Oovered. - 1 thru 31 October 1965 

Ta8k Organiza.tiop..: 

H&1/13-16, Danang y Vietnam (1 - 31 October 1965) 

M.A.BS-16, Danang, Vietnam (1 - 31 Octob.er 1965) 

Vh~0-2y Danang, Vietnam (1 - 31 October 1~65) 

HIv1M-161 y Hue/Phu Bai, Vietnam (1 - 31 October 1965) 

m/IT~-163, Danang, Vi etnam (1 - 11 October 1965) 
1!'u te:1'.l8., Ok-l..nawa (11 - 31 October 1965) 

HMM-263, Fute-tID" C.:~L::1:':\va (1 - 12 October 1965) 
Dan3:-:.:;:> 0 ::.'-.:.,am (12 - 31 October 1965) 

HM1YI-361, DanallG, IT:",::;' ~:;'JJl (1 - 31 October 1965) 

Sub Unit # 17 E:;·1":S-·16 , Danane, Vietnam (1 - 31 October 6~) 

MATCU-68, Danang] Vietnam (1 -31 October 1965) 

Command Rank Compo sure: 

Billet Name Rank Period 

CO, MAG-16 T. J. O'CONNOR Colonel 1-31 Oct 65 
XO, MAG-16 R. L. 3IMl'IIONS LtCol 1-31 Oct 65 
Adjutant E. D. MOSER lstLt 1-31 Oct 65 
S-l Officer F. A. MATHEWS Captain 1-31 Oct 65 

8-2 Officer L. P. GLENN lstLt 1-31 Oct 65 
8-3 Officer C. A. HOUSE LtCo1 1-31 Oct 65 
S-4 Officer A. lYlC BARRON LtOo1 1-31 Oct 65 

CO, H&,1I;1S-16 J. L. GOEBEL LtCol 1-31 Oct 65 
CO, MABS-16 T. E. VERNON LtCol 1-31 Oct 65 
00, HMM-161 R. C. DENNY.Jr. LtCo1 1-31 Oct 65 

CO, HMM-163 N. G. E1.7ERS LtCo1 1-31 Oct 65 

CO, HI-IIM-263 T. CL1;"B.K LtCo1 . 1-31. Oct 65 
CO, IDIllvT- 3 61 Ilo T CHILDERS LtCol 1-31 Oct 65 <.J • 

OIC, SU # 1 Go H. PENNE~, Jr. Captain 1-31 O.ot 65 
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CO, VMO-2 G. F. BAUMAN 

orc, MATCU-68 R. C. COULTER 

Average ~onth1y strengths: 

SCluadron 

H&MS-16 
SU # 1 

MABS-16 
ifflIO-2 

HMIvI-161 
HMM-163 
mvnvI-263 
HMM-361 
MATGU-68 
TOTAL 

~ 
OFF ENL - -

30 273 
13 62 
12 298 
29 142 
49 184 
52 170 
56 181 
56 180 

7 57 
304 I547 

• 
~ Period 
LtCol 1-31 Oct 65 
Captain 1-31 Oct 65 

USN -
OFF ENL 

o 0 

o 0 

5 11 
• ·4 
1 3 
1 2 
1 -2 

1 3 
o 0 
'9 2; 

Note: HMr~-261 not included in totals. Squadron dropped 
from OPCON of MAG-16 9 October 1965. 
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G ELI EN, W. J. 

ROWLl.ND, T. P. 

GRABOSKEY, E. E. 
CHEMI S , C • R. ( -ii- ) 

Nl~E 

MILLIGl.N, M. E. 
SHERLIN, C. H. 
EARLE, R. 1~. 

JOHNSON, J. L. 
PIl .. TT, J. 

DECH1.NT, G. M. 

JENNINGS, R. 
K.i'.RR, J. E. 

LlJUS, H. G. 

WOOD, R. L. 
WOOD, L. C. 
SMITH, H. F. 
JONES, R. L. 
DOUGHTY, D. E. 
P~illKIN, 1. A. 

HAYNES, R. E. 

SCOTT, S. F. 
RJ~CHEL, J. M. 

STj~ER, D. R. 

BROTiVN, E. C. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
CASU1...LTIES 

KILLED IN ACTION 

Ri.NK/ SERNO 1!lll1 DATE OF INCIDENT 

HMC/5690990 VMO-2 28 Oct 65 
LCp1/2077202 VMO-2 28 Oct 65 
PFC/2107247 MABS-16 28 Oct 65 
GySgt/1125190 HW~-161 17 Oct 65 

WOUNDED IN ACTION 

RANK/SERNa UNIT Dl~TE OF INCIDENT 

Sgt/1429907 HlViM-261 3 Oct 65 
Cp1/1803510 m~1I-261 3 Oct 65 
PFC/2015546 tmIM-361 22 Oct 65 
PFC/2024823 HMM-361 3 Oct 65 
1/Lt/086092 HWd-263 28 Oct 65 
1/Lt/088452 VMO-2 28 Oct 65 
1/Lt/088539 VMO-2 28 Oct 65 
\70/066086 H&1.1S-16 28 Oct 65 
WO/089226 Hl'IIM-263 28 Oct 65 
GySgt/ll07014 ~~O-2 28 Oct 65 
Sgt/1192673 VMO-2 28 Oct 65 
Sgt/1475567 VMO-2 28 Oct 65 
Sgt/1583069 VTh10-2 28 Oct 65 
Cp1/1906655 Ml~S-16 28 Oct 65 
Cpl/1919975 VMO-2 28 Oct 65 
Cp1/2006675 vnm-2 28 Oct 65 
Cp1/2032996 VMO-2 28 Oct 65 
Cp1/1906614 H&MS-16 28 Oct 65 
LCp1/2046403 VMO-2 28 Oct 65 
LCp1/2031089 HMM-263 28 Oc:.::t~65:::.-____ --r 
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SCHAFER, R. 

PORTER, R. W. 
SOCCORSO, E. 1'... 

PIERCE, G. A. 

RlJiTKl SERNO 

:LCpl/2064569 
PFC/2036130 

l?vt;!2067279 

LCJ1/2006778 

P.l..PP, D. E. LCy l./2029600 

CHRISTllJiJ, P. w. PFC/2122250 

EATl~ROOK, C. s. LOpl/1938797 

SEE, D. C. LCpl/2028378 

RYNDERS, M. W. PFC/20G0851 

WOMJtiC, R. L. LCpl/2040616 

W~i.GEL, D. E. LCpl/2061144 

COUGHR .. :.N, R. P. LCpl/1985153 
GENTNER, M. C. LCp1/2063803 
MILLER, E. J. (-1~) 1/Lt/086743 

OWENS, D. J. C*) 1/Lt/088506 
M~THEWS, R. ~. (*) PFC/1683895 

(J,~) Non-Comoantant casualty. 
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HHlM-263 
MlJ3S-16 
MJJ3S-16 
Mi..BS-16 
VMO-2 
H&MS-16 
ITh1M-361 
VMO-2 
VMO-2 
MLBS-16 
m:.BS-16 
MLES-16 
VllIIO-2 
HMrvi-161 
Hl.Vllvi -161 
HIvINI-161 

DECLASSIFIED 

DATE OF INCIDENT 

28 Oct 65 
28 Oct 65 
28 Oct 65 
28 Oct 65 
28 Oel; 65 
28 Oct 65 
28 Oct 65 
28 Oct 65 
28 Oct 65 
28 Oct 65 
28 Oct 65 
28 Oct 65 
28 Oct 65 
17 Oct 65 
17 Oct 65 
17 Oct 65 
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MORU,E liliD WELF A...'lli PROGR;~1S 

Morale and Religious programs conducted by MAG-16 
Chaplains are as follows: 

Roman Catholic. Daily Mass in Bles.sed Sacre­
ment Chapel, Marble Mountain Air Facility at 1700. 
Sunday Mass at 0830. Sunday Mass at 1/9 OP south of 
of Marble Mountain Jar Facility held directly thereafter. 

Protestant. Sunday worship at 0830 in Officer 
Mess. Church party to LDS service in Air Force Chapel, 
Danang at 1400. Two services were held at "B" Battery1 
1st LA1~S on Monkey Mountain. Memorial Services held 
for men killed in action 28 October on Sunday 31 October. 

Several visits to Old Folks Home, Danang~ A total 
of 6,000 piasters and $50.00 were donated. Three coffins, 
one truck load of scrap lumber, one bicycle and portions 
of "C" rations and used clothing were also donated. 

Several visitsWGTe made to the refugee camp estab­
lished by the 51st Division l..RVN. Distributed candy to 
approximately 1,800 people and 500 dependents of l..RVN 
Soldiers and donated $50.00 to the refugee villagers. 

Tho S-3 section of MAG-16 started a Baseball Pool 
during the World Series. Half of the kitty was donated to 
the Catholic Orphanage and Nurae~y south of the airfield. 

HlVllYI -161 

Daily liberty runs to Hue Citadel were made until 
)0 October, when all liberty was cancelled by the III Jl.lfl..F. 
The four squadron clubs are running efficiently and in­
ventories and new purchases of supplies have been made. 

-19-

DECLASSIFIED 



/ 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
CIVIL AFF ;..IRS 

The Chaplains of M~G-16 were active in the Civil 
ilffairs Program throughout the month. Their a~tivities 
were as follows: 

Visited village of Hoa Long. Contributed a total 
of 6,000 piasters to help with funernal expenses of 
deceased vi.lle.gers. Dolls and candy were given "to the 
children of Hoa Long. 

J~ visi t was made to the Christian Missionary Allisnce 
Compound in an attempt to arrange transportation to a 
rofugee village south of Marble Mountain. 

Visited World Evangelization Crusade Orphanage. 
Distributed three bOXGS of candy and clothing donated 
by the Material Section 1 MIJ38-16. 

Distributed contributions of the SNCO Club, MAG-16 
to orphanages in the Da:a311g and Phu Bai arealii. 1>-
total of 15,000 piasters was distributed to Roman Catholic, 
Protestant, and Buddhist Orphenages. 

A visit was made to the village of Me Te for the purpose 
of ascertaining the condition of a boy hit by one of 
~\G-16's vehicles. The family was donated 600 piasters. 

Chaplain TOLlillD, MAG-16 and Lt GR1:.HIJ1I, H:MTh1-361, are 
teaching English classes at St. John's Seminary on a 
woekly basis. 

IDI.IM-161 

During October, interviews were held with Sister 
Superiors of the Daughters of the Immaculate Mary Convent 
and the Kim-Long Orphanage in Hue in an effort to deter­
mine what type of assistance is needed for those estab­
lishments'- Requisitions were sent to Cl&E on 4 Oc~ober 
for food, clothing, soap, and building repair kits based 
on these interviews. A bolt of clothing was donated to the 
orphanage and the convent on 27 October. The Danang Staff 
NCO Club donated $250.00 to the s~uadronfs Civil ~~fairs 
program and prescntly a determination as to the best ways 
to employ this donation is being reachod. 
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Pr.@LI C INFORMi .. TI oN/I SO 

1 .. 11 units of :M.i~G-1.6 have established liaison wi th 
the Danang Press Centor. 

HMM-l6l 

Sergean t BE:..RDSL BY of the LEL.THERNECK MAGj~ZINE staff 
has been with the squadron since the 26th of October and 
has taken pictures of combat operations, squadron civil 
affairs personnel working at the daughters of the Immac­
ulate Mary Convont and Kim-Long Orphanage, as the pre­
sentati.on of sixteen l..ir Medals at a Squadron Awards 
Ceremony on the 31st of October. 

miLM-2~1 

No PIO releases wero initiated during this period al­
though Okinawan newspapers carried accounts of the squadrons 
participat:Lon in tho lift of doctors? nurses and medical 
supplies to Kure-Shima, R~lku Islands. A plaque was award­
ed to the SQuadron in appreciation of its efforts on be­
half of -bhe Modical Association of Okinawa. 

VIVIO-2 

Squadron aircraft carried reporters from several 
Japanese periododical, plus the managing editor of "TIME" 
Magazine. A newsreel team from the ISO Office took sequ­
ential pictures to use in an article about the medical 
evacuation aircraft ~~d mission. 
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V1110-2 

Pax 

Sorties 
Cargo 
Hours 
iVIed Evacs 

Pax 

Sorties 
Cargo 
Hours 
Med Evacs 

Hl®I-3~~ 

Pa..."'C 

Sorties 
Cargo 
Hours 

~!Ied macs 
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AIR OPERATION STATISTICS -------.. _,"--_._--_ ... -.-._------_. __ .-

; .... 
UH-1E 

OCTOBER TOTALS 

HMM-161 

370 
650 
o 
975.5 
120 

UH-31D 

1,294· 
1/)t;·7 
154,326 Ibs 

382.0 
21 

UH-34D 

5,177 
3,895. 

509,046 1bs 
1,353.3 
93 

Pax 

Sorties 
Cargo 
Hours 

Med Evacs 

ID.4M-263 

Pax 

Sorties 

Cargo 

Hours 

:Mod Evacs 

SU' # 1 H&MS 

Pax 

Sorties 

Cargo 
Hours 

MJ:..G-16 TOTl,LS 

Pax .0.0.0 ••••• 0 •••• •••••• 

• 
UH-34D 

6,701 
3,39> 
588.~OO lbs 

1,300.7 
102 

UH-34D 

2,604 
2,495-
362,000 1bs 
768.0 
170 

CH-37C 

781 
24 (52 mans) 

433,876 1bs 
160.4-

16,927 
Sorties •••.•••••.•••..••• 11,507 
Cargo ••.••••••••••••••••• 2,047,448 1bs 
Hours .. 0<6000 •••••••••••••• 4,939.9 
Med Evacs •••••••••••••••• 578 
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CO::C ... :;,·\fD .AND CONTROL 

H&J.'Vr S-16 

The sQuadron transferred its C-117D 17216 ·to M.AG-36 
on 20 October 1965. 

The following awards were presented to personnel of 
the squadron: two ?URPLE HEARTS; two .AIR MEDALS; and 
,T'~l e NAVY UNI T COlvlllTENDATI ON. 

IviAD f)-·16 _cr ____ ••• __ _ 

R.ecommendationa for decorations to personnel of 
MABS-16 are: twelve NAVY COlVIMEtl'DATIONS; three BRONZE 
STARS? and one SIIi,,TlLR STAR (Posthumous). 

HMJIiI- 2 6.1 

Four FURPLE HRu'1T3 VJGre aW8.rded. personnel of the 
squadro~ durj_ng the I'!:"porting period. 

VMO-2 

During the month a total of 43 AIR MEDALS, 5 NAVY 
COlVIMENDATION f,1EDALS 9 2nd 16 PURPLE HEP..RTS were awared 
to personnel of Yr:JO.<',. 

-23-

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
INTELLIGENCE 

The MAG-16 Intelligence Section conducted normal 
intelligence functions throughout the reporting period. 

11 Oct - Senator BR~NSTER toured the MAG-16 area. 
Also, attended a briefing by ~he Commanding Officer. 

19 Oct - Arranged the first meeting between th~ Hoa 
Vang district chief and the Commanding Officer. 

20 Oct - Counter-intelligence personnel provided 
assistance to the 1st Battalion., 9th Marines in a search 
and destroy operation~ 

28 Oct - 0010 MAG-16 attacked by Viet Con~ Main Force 
Unit. Conducted interrogations of ves's, and debriefs of 
Staff Officers. 

HMIVI-16l 

During the reporting period the primary 
the IntelLigence Section was the Hue/phu Bai 
province of Quang Tri where the squadron has 
in support of the j~VN 1st Division. 

interest of 
and northern 
been operating 

On 31 October at approximately 1203 BARRELHOUSE was 
advised by 1st ARVN Division that .ARVN troops in the Hue/ 
Phu Bai area observed two large VC unite in the area. One 
company size unit at coordinates (YD 83-17) and a force of 
about 200 at coordinates (YD 96-16) 

From 1 - 10 October, the weather was generally fair 
with mean temperature/humidity of 86/82. On 10 October 
monsoon type rains began and lasted until 20 October; dur­
ing this period the Hue/Phu Bai area received 20.G inches 
of rain with ceilings generally about one thousand feet. 
Since the rains ended the Hue Phu Bai area has enjoyed 
CAVU flying weather. 

Squadron aircraft have received small arms fire on 
eight separate occasions during the reporting period with 
one hit being inflicted upon the aircraft. 
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During the first month of operations in RVN, there were 

two types of enemy activity which affeeted squadron opera­
tions: VC "Sapper ll attackson MAG-Ii helicopter, and the 
incidents of squadron aircraft being hit by hostile ground 
fire in the local area of the TAOR and in other parts of I 
Corps. 

A VC Sapper Unit with an estimated 30-40 men, entered 
the MAG-16 compound area about 005, 28 October 1965, with 
demolitions to destro¥ MAG-16 aircraft. In this attack, 
HMM-263, lost one aircraft, had four damaged su.fficiently 
to require overhaul by O&R, and thirteen of the remaining 
fifteen aircraft sustained damages repairable by squadron 
personnel. One Sapper team attempted to enter the mat area 
through the squadron line tents, but were repulsed by squad­
ron personnel in the area, resulting in 5 VC kia, and two 
VC \ITA, captured (of which one later died). Captured from 
these VC were two Chinese Communist submachine guns, one 
Chinese Communist automatic pistol, one US caliber .38 
revolver, ~nd a variety of grenades. 

Friendly casualties from this squadron were limited to 
one WIA from small arms fire of the VC and two vITA resulting 
from their jeep hitting a land mine just outside the base 
during the attack. 

Enemy grounf fire during the reporting period account­
ed for seven incidents of aircraft being hit by small arms 
fire, with no pGrsonnel injuries. 

Location of aircraft when hit and when fired upon with­
out being hit (14 incidents) indicated that, with the excep­
tion of strike zones, there were three (3) areas within the 
T:1.0R from which ground fire was reguarly received; 

1. Grid Squares (AT 88-70), (AT 88-71), (J .. T 87-70), 
from villages of Hai Vue, and Giao Tri. 

2. Area near a aID at (l. .. T 959-658) and LZ "A" for 3/9. 

3. Along the river from railway bridge (J~T 998-707) 
to Marble Mountain Air Facili"iy. 

Llmost all ground fire incidentQ occurred within 1,000 
meters of company or larger sized VC units operating in the 
area. 
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• ':'1@!1I1d 

HMM-3_61 

During the reporting perio.d, the squadron reported 
a total of 28 ground fire incidents and 35 sightings. 
A total of 22 hits were taken from enemy ground fire 
during the month. No count was made of the many hole 
inflicted ~uring the VC sapper attack 27-28 October. 

~'J~ 

The squadron continued to fly PSYWAll operations 
utilizing both the leaflets and the lod speaker system. 
1 .. to tal of 2 hits V'lere re oei ved during the month due to 
enemy ground fire. 

§IT # 1, H&MS-].~ 

One aircraft Y'Gcei.v8d one hit during the month. The 
intelligence progr81I1 i,] ',11311 organized and functioning 
wi thin -the guidance of' 7,he next senior command • 
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• 
(mOUND DEFENSE 

The M1.:88-16 iJoGuri ty Section comprising of 80 men 
from all uni ts at MGrble M::lUntain l..:i..r Facility provided 
s8curi ty during the hCl.~~~ of darkness. :During this per­
iod there were a m;':Clber of small probes by group of 
undetermined size. On 20 October the Security Section 
was placed under the Group 3-3 for Operational Controlo 

At approximately eOOOH, 28 October, the l..:i..r Facility 
came undor heavy attack by VC demolition squads who broke 
through the perimeter and infiltrated positions in a 
coordinated attack on Marble Mountain l~r Facility and 
MCB-9. 

mlJrlI~161 

On 31 October at approximately 2045H BLT 3/4 report­
ed contact SE of Phu Bai with 2 va KL: .. 's resulting. US 
Marines on the NW perimeter also reported observing 3 VC 
west of hill 180. .L~s a precautionary measure the per­
imeter guard was doubled and all bunkers manned with M-60 
machine guns. Throughout the night aircraft were kept 
airborne in the Hue/Phu Bai area. One aircraft was fired 
on from an area 120 degrees, 3 miles from Phu Bai TLClill. 
There were no unusual occurances during the night. 

A new security l)olicy is being put into effect wi thin 
tho squadron compound. J~ll Vietnamese nationals that enter 
the compound on a regular basis will surrender .their nat­
ional identification card and be issued a Hr~-16l security 
badge. Those who como in on an occasional visit will be 
issued a visi tors pass after clearance has been granted 
by a representative of the 8-2. ~ new sentry booth has 
been constructed and is located at the squadron entrabce. 
Instructions have been written for this sentry in Viet­
namese so that he may show a local national should a 
misunderstnading occur. iUl English translation is also on 
the sheet in the corresponding numbered paragraph. 

The security badges are serialized and contain the 
name, position, date issued and a picture of the individual. 

fffi'llY[ - 3 61 

Bunkers for passive defense were constructed in the 
living area in accordsnce with Group Orders. 
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• 
of 28 October pointed out the need for b8th 

shelter Jond fighting positions in the line area and for 
active defense positions in the living area. accordingly, 
five machine gun bunkers were constructed west of the 
Office area. These positions will be manned by the squadron 
damage control party should the necessity arise, Two sand­
bag shelters were also constructed between the office area 
and the mat. Fields of fire were established for the 
bunkers. To aid in covering the most vulnerable avenue of 
approach from the west, tin can alarms, trip flares made 
from the night end of day-night flares, and punji stakes 
installed. Hand-fired parachute illumination flares are 
also issued to the d~age control party nightly. None of 
these measures are used except for imminent threats of a 
penetration of the line area. Machine gun posi·ti·Jns were 
also built east and west of the officers' living area and 
east of both the Staff NCO and enlisted billeting areas. 
All defensive facilities were still under improvement at 
the end of the month. 

VMO-2 

Members of the dqu~dron are assigned lO the provis­
ional ground defense company, and the reaction force. 

On the night of 27 October these men accounted for 
themselves exceedingly well during the attack. SUbsequ­
ent to the attack, the squadron has built many bunkers in 
the area of-the line and working spaces, and maintain an 
additional ten men to guard the working areas themselves, 
during the hour of darkness. 

In addition the officers and enlisted living spaces 
all have adequate bunkers and foxholes in the event of any 
type of attack. 

SU i¥ 1, H&MS-16 

Complying with existing directives, construction of 
additiJnal fortifications in areas of responsibility are 
currently in progress. ~lircraft are being dispersed in 
accordance with Group planning. 
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!.!.l~RAFT MAINTEH ANCEfLOGI STI C S 

A detachment of U.S. Army UR-IE's began moving to 
Marble Mountain Air Facility on 27 October 1965. 

IGlI,1-161 

Aircraft availability dropped to 75% this month. 
This was due mainly to 36 AOOP's; 230 hours of scheduled 
and 1,440 hours of unscheduled maintenance was performed. 

Seven (7) engine changes were completed in October. 

The s~uadron is now down to 22 aircraft. On the 17th, 
one aircraft was lost when it crashed into a mountain. The 
acciden t claimed two lives. 

The metal shop i 8 i::lstalling re-enforced gunner seats 
and re-installing the ere,,! chiefs seats originally design­
ed by IDlIDi-161. Those S8~1.ts provide greater protection than 
the standard seats. 

The distruction of aircraft at Marble Mountain re­
emphasized the need for aircraft dispersion. Each night 
aircraft of this squadron are dispersed as much as possible 
within our limited parking area o The parking pattern is 
changed nightly. 

HI'.'ITvI- 263 

During the month two engine changes were made on 
aircraft because of high oil consumption. 

Sand is our ;biggest single problem. Sand wears out. 
the impeller oil seal, causing high oil consumption and 
engine changes. Sand also wears out the leading edges of 
the main and tail rotor blades, causing more frequen t than 
usual changes. 

Because of the sand and climate, the average engine 
life is around 250 hours, about 30% of allowable engine 
life. 

The major problem of the month was of course the raid 
by tb.e VO on the night of 27-28 October. On the night of 
the 27th, the squadron had reached a new high in availability 
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of 17 "UP" aircraft. The VC totally 
and damaged four others badly enough 
the 20 aircraft on the ramp~ 18 were 
another. One aircraft had 122 holes 
shrapnel. 

destroyed one aircraft~ 
to send to O&R. Of 
damaged in one way or 
in the fuselage from 

The squadron also had two IIstrikes" during the period. 
One aircraft was lost on 26 October and the other on the 
28th of the month. 

On 31 October, the squadron'had 19 aircraft, of which 
one was awaiting "strike" and four awaiting shipment to 
O&R. 

The squadron began operating with only 8!'UP" air­
craft, the rest being in very poor condition. The average 
availabili ty during the month was 12 aircraft "UP". 

By 1500 on the 28th, the day following the raid, the 
squadron had 6 "upn aircraft, and that remained a constant 
average for the rest of the month. 

HMM-361 

During October, an average of 22.7 aircraft were ass­
igned. Average utilization was 59.6 hours. The average 
number of aircraft available was 16.1 or 72% for the period. 

VMO-2 

During the month of October ~~O-2 aircraft used 
76,826 gallons JP-4 fue1 9 67, 201 round~ of 7.62 armnuni tion 
were expended f and 935 2.75 rockets expended. 

Aircraft struck from inventory due to the attack on 
27-28 October totaled thirteen (13). 

One UH-IE received lIJ3ravo lt damage and another "Charlie" 
damago. Throe other aircraft received minor damage and 
were repaired locally and put back into commission. 

Two engines were changed due to sand erosion of the 
compressor section. 

Two of the squadrons vehicles were lost the night of 
the attack. Both vehicles struck land mines on the per­
imeter road. 
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OAW)]? ]H .. INTENl'.NOE 

During the month of October~ MABS-16 performed 
routine services in sUPIlort of vnm-2; IDilM-26 1 , IDIIM-263i 
Hi'.'ll[- 361; ffi'iIM-161 and H&VIS-16. These servi ces consisted 
of messing facilites; baking facilities; transportation, 
heavy maintenace of generators and vehicles; sewage dis­
posal and plumbing installations; communications; and with 
the T;JDS, provided aviation fuel for the squadrons located 
at Marble Mountain Air Facility and outlying airfields at 
Quang Tri, Phu Bai, an d Quang Ti en. 

During this period barber facilities; a PX and Post 
Office were completed by MABS-16 personnel. Twenty-three 
strong-back tents were built for quarters, Base Operations; 
motor transport; d:ispensary; security and IRO. The 3,000 
gallon water tower to provide showers and water for the 
BOQ area and future officers club was completed. In add­
ition, another 3,000 gallon water tower was constructed 
for use at the now galley. Llso two smaller water towers~ 
supporting 250 gallon aircraft drop ta.'l1ks, were installed 
at the barber shop and dental clinic for wash water (new 
tanks damaged in ship)ing, beyond use for aircraft). 
mA8S-16 personnel constructed three latrines and poured 
the concrete slab for refri"gerators was poured at the new 
mess ball. Oonstruction of the new mess hall and galley 
were continued by II/ICB-9. W:J;.:sS-16 personnel began running 
service wire to provide electricity to all squadrons on 
the flight line. Additional wiring and fixtures were in­
stalled in living quarters as it became available. The 
m.:;.:sS-16 utili ties shop was relocated. Deck supports for 
the propsed base cbapel was constructed. MiffiS-16 person­
nel began constuction of tbe E.M. Lounge. The E.M. Club 
and SNCO Club are 80% complete as of this date. The 
water point at the base of Monkey Mountain was closed due 
to inclement weather and all water for this installation is 
being hauled from MCB-9 and Danang f,ir Base. Average con­
sumption runs approximately 18,000 gallons per day. 
m.ABS-16 bas provided a pump operator at the MOB-9 pumping 
station during tha hours of 1700-0700; the bours Ml.BS-16 
is permitted to draw water from the water point. The 
first well bas beon sunk at Marble Mountain lur Facility 
by MCB-9. It is cased and capped off1 awaiting arrival 
of the necessary pumping equipment. A second well is 
being drilled. Electrical power continues to be a 
problem dUG to the bigh percentage of deadlined generators. 
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Tbe MABS-16 19.Ul!.cl.J.'.{ continued to provide m~n::J.mum 
laundry service t:):?,,':::"c(mnGJ. at Marble Mountain Air 
Facility, A critj.~~2,:. t"tJOrtQ.gG of Lad Oil at the Tl~DS 
saGIDS to :'1aVG been O\/:;~··C:Oille. A transportation problem 
to and. from the bi2.J.(~t:Ln,(~ area at Quang Tri to the work­
ing areas at Dong =~3, for the T,AFDS personnel exists. 
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COMMUNI CATION S 

The move to Marble Mountain has been completed. 
Communications has been expanding with the intornal devel­
opment of the base. Fulfilling the needs of communications 
for an Air Group have been developed along guidlines set 
do'Wll by FMFM 10-1 with additional needs being recognized 
and fulfilled in accordance with the unique status of 
MAG-Hi. 

Support from the 1st Mobile Communications Unit (Det) 
Team 42-65 USAF has been outstanding and cooperation and 
efforts between USMC and US}~ Communication Units are ex­
tremely harmonious. 

Strength of the CODIDunications Section during the 
month iSi 1 Officer !'ffid 52 Enlis.ted. Inter-group transfers 
were effected on ::'ill ic'c,-'nticEl1 9 one for one, MOS basis with 
MAG-36. 

Overall communic~tions both inter group and inter 
wing has improved considerably with the addition of 5 us.\]' 
trunks to FALCON/QU1JL and r81ocation of the AN/MRC-62 
van to the vicinity of the Communication Center. Comm­
uni ca tions sustaine d a minimum ,)f damage during the VC 
attack 28 October. A wire circuit is planned to be in­
stalled to MCB-8, MCB-9, USNH and 1st Force Recon to 
further coordinate movement and defensive fire, along with 
an FM radio back-up. 

The message center is still operating a half/duplex 
teletype circuit with 1st MAW due to the unavailability 
of needed eCluipment at the 1st }[.AW Communications Center. 
A courier run is still in effect. A TOP SECRET key list 
has been allocated for use by this command and a modifica­
tion to our present KW-7 equipment has been installed. 

Approximately 2 9 500 incoming and 200 outgoing messages 
ha-vG been processed during this period. 

During this period 158 pieces of equipment were pro­
cessed. by :i7'2p9.ir which includes actual repair, sending to 
higher echelon for n~pair and minor adjustments. The Group 
mountout stock was riLl-de available to the Communications 
Section whi ch result:~d :in putting several pieces of eQuip­
L1e:J.t into oper,),ticm<,_ ~cde. The repair section after repeat­
ed efforts has brougll~; into sui table ol?eration one TT-4 
which inturn has prod."JeGd messages of a readable nature. =- ) . . . , 7,j, 
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The radio section continu.ed operations over radio 
nets. Wing TAC net was established on 8 October both 
here &~d Hue/Phu Bai and is o~erated on a 24 hour basis. 

Routine preV8Ilti '/8 l:La~l.ntenance md minor repair 
pr,3vailed. Stress '0.18"r!~;J.,=;,ced on PM and every means is 
being emplo~Ted to J)1':'-:,·;-;<;)0'1; the equipment parts, and b~tt­
.eries from the COrl'\)f:.:!.·/8 atmosphere of Marble Mountal.n. 

Addi tional eq'lipnt8nt was sent to Phu Bai to maintain 
reliable commu:aj.c',3.tj.GYlS on the Wing TAC not. 

Inst3.11atioll cj~d -jroub1e sh'Joting maintained its hectic 
pace, heavy equip::;:mt being the primary contributor to 
eu t and i;orn '}!J. t 7vire lines. 

The preS8':'l1; loudspeal~er and siron system was found 
inadequate due to the lack of equipment. A letter re­
questing the addi tional squipment has been foryvarded to the 
Group 8-48' . 

Rosul ting d.amage fron ti1G 2,ttack em 28 October is: 

/,.1.1 wire communications to the flight line was out. 

Tho lines to the Crash Crew were jerked out and cut 
by the Viet Congo 

l.. grenade was place d atop wire lines in the rear. of 
the first hangar, thus indi eating a defini te knowledge of 
their location. R1\1[l( w0rkers (indigenous personnel) are 
probably responsible fJr aiding the attackers by disclosing 
their exact location. 

The Secu.ri ty Loop in the vicinity of squad 6 was out 
~:,.F: the posi tion was overrun. 

TGmporary communicatiJns was reel?tablished with the 
flight line at approximately 0100. The remainder of the 
lines were installed after daylight, due to ordnance hazards. 
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