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NARRATIVE :
1 Nov -°CH-37's flew to the asgsistance of MAG~36 when a
fH=34D crag#ed in the vicinity of Heip Duc. (AT 914-246)
The engipe and all removable gear was flown out and plans
made to external the trensmission and fuselage on 2 Nov.
Fuel eontamination held up UH~1E operations today. The .
con¥mination was traced to the refueling area at Chu lai.
p#ter an inspection all VMO-2 aircraft were returned to an
operational status. Hostile fire was received by two UH-1lE's
from (BT 065-627). Rocket fire was placed on the hut from
which the fire came. Redwood Bravo 6 directed the fire,

2 Nov - 4 CH-37 of Sub Unit #1 MAG-1l6 accompanied by a
UH-34 proceeded to (AT 914-246) to complete salvage opera—
tions on the MAG-36 downed UH~34, While externaling the
UH-34 transmisgsion, the CH-37 experienced a transmission
failure and made a forced landing at (BT 180-280). The
crew and weapons were picked up by the UH-34 chase and
taken to Chu Lai. 4 security force was flown in by MAG-36
aireraft. In the interval between the rescue of crew and
arrival of security personnel, enemy forces had grenaded
the interior of the CH-37 and shot up the fuselage with
rifle fire, Field repair was not possible. Salvage opera-
tionas were conducted under fire and the airecraft abandonsd,
After dark the helo was intentionally destroyed by air to ,
ground rocket fire from a UH-1E of VMO-2. 6 UH~34 escorted = .
by 2 UH-1E's departed MMAF at 2013H on a night retrograde . '
of 33 troops from (AT 868-729) to (AT 923-~736). Small arms
fire was received on the approach to the zone., No hits

were received and the migsion was completed at 2230H,

3 Nov - Continuous surveillance of the Da Nang TAOR was

flown by a UH-1E/UH-34 team. Small arms fire was received
from (BT 088-665).

4 Nov - A UH-34 was launched to the 3rd Marines C.P. to
coordinate the selection of suitable zones for MAG-16 helo
dispersal.

5 Nov - The surveillance flight observed between 0400 and

two boats in the Da Nang Harbor operating without lights
and with unusual activity aboard, The boats were illuminated
with the helo landing light until the harbor patrol boat
took them under tow at gun point, HMM-161 carried out two
resupply missions worthy of note. On the first mission 8
UH-34's lifted over 42,000 1lbs of cargo and 52 pax from
(AT 992-760) to Nong Son (AT 814-383), and Dia Loc (AT 915-582)e
The second mission, flown by 6 UH-34's airlifted 37,600 1lbs of
cargo and 77 pax between La Vang (YD 341~507) and Ba Long

(YD 164-403). 5
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6 Nov - The night surveillance flight received sporadic

small arms fire throughout the area of the TAOR. No hits

were taken.

7 Nov -~ 6 UH~34's 1lifted "L" Co, 3/3 from Da Nang to MIMAF,
e company has been assigned to provide security for the
Air Facility.

8 Nov - Weather hampered operations in the local areas and
forced cancellation of some fixed wing support. The TAOR
surveillance flight encountered hostile fire in the vicinii
of (BT 035-601) and grid square (BT 02-60). No hits were
taken. On a resupply mission from La Vong to Ba Long and

Ca Im a UH-34 piloted by lstlt D. B. WILLIAMS had complete
engine failure at 2500 feet. A perfect autorotation was
made to a small unsecure jungle olearing (YD 022-462), Ti.
wingman immediately picked up the crew and guns of the dcu. ..
helo. The other section of the division proceeded to Ca -
(YD 009-456) where they picked up ARVN troops and returne:l
to the downed aircraft. The landing zone was secured. @
aircraft was repaired in the field and flown to the basc -
Hue/Phu Bai.

9 Nov - Very low ceilings and poor visibility hampered h~"-
operations and forced cancellation of fixed wing support.
UH-1E's provided escort for two recon patrol insertions
and a recon pick-up. Two CH-37's of H&MS-16, SU #1 lift.~
the organic vehicles of "L" Co, the security force for NIM.:-
from Chu Lai to Marble Mountain Air Facility.

10 Nov ~ 7 UH-34'as of HMM-263 and 1 CH~37 of SU #1 launci.c.
o Ky Ha air field at Chu Lai to support MAG-36 on Opeva’.!=
"Blue Marlin". Col. T, J. O'CONNOR, C.0. MAG-16 cut *u:-
ribbons and the MAG-16 Enljsted and SNCO clubs were ciZi 3- .
1y opened for the Marble Mountain edition of the 190twL
Marine Corps Birthday. Commanding General, lst MAW, RG:zx
Ki;th B. Mc KUTCHEON presented the first piece of birincd: -
cake,

1l Nov = The Marble Mountain Air Facility security fcicos
were augmented by a squad of eight war dogs. Employout o7
these dogs on patrols assisted the security forece in aproe-
hending several V.C. suspects.

12 Nov -~ The night TAOR surveillance flight received fire
from (BT 035-623), One hit was taken by the UH-1E., Thex:
was no serious damage. MAG-16 helos carried 54,760 lbs -7
cargo and 162 pax in support of III MAF and ARVN I Corps
operations. |
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13 Nov = A UH-34 of HMM-263 was shot down while providing
SAR support for the USAF 2nd Alr Division. The wingman
effected pickup of the crew and armament. The helo was
destroyed by fixed wing aircraft to preclude its capture

by enemy forces. A UH-34 made a precautionary landing at
the ARVN outpost at Que Son (BT 045-350). Miss Martha RAYE
vigsited various Marine Positins in the Da Nang and Hoe An
areas. Congressman J. CORMAN and Judge H. PREGERSON tour=c
Landing Zones of the Da Nang enclave and visited with Marines,

14 Nov - CH-37's of SU #1, H&MS-16 carried a damaged UH-: .
pylon to Da Nang, then lifted R1820 engine and stand to tic
site of the UH~34 down at Que Som (BT 045-350). The engine
was changed and the UH-34 flown back to Hue/Phu Bai. Foll.:-
ing that the CH~37 was launched to retrieve a UH-1lE that

nad crashed at (BT 132-120), the hulk was externalled to K .-
air field at Chu Lai, Two UH-34's on an admin mission in *+
vicinity of Hoi An, received automatic weapons fire from

(AT 950-583) the lead aircraft took: one. round through a te. -
rotor blade. There was no appreciable damage and the m’--
was completed,

15 Nov ~ 2 UH-34's of HMM-263 operating in suppor¥ of the
9th Marines received small arms fire from (BT 015-637) bu-
no hits were taken. A reconnigiance mission flown by 2
UH-34's of HMM-361 drew fire from the vicinity of (BT 00-5"
There were no hits taken. The TAOR survelliance team en—
countered small arms fire at (BT 09-65) no hits were taker.
The CH-37's of SU #1, H&MS-16 carried various helc parts t..-
tween MMAF and Da Nang Air Freight. In all, 19,600 lbs of
UH~34D's were lifted.,

16 Nov - 6 UH-34's, 2 UH-1E's, and 2 CH-37's were utiliuzs?
in support of operation "Blue Marlin", The UH-1E's firc?
rockets and guns on V.C. caught in the open. Thirty fouc
V.C.S. were transported by UH-34's from the operation- . -
to the collecting psaint. HMM-161 purchased and distriou.. -
two tons of rice to civilians in the city of Hue. Purch- .
the rice was made with funds from the Staff NCO Club,
Congressman SAYLOR {R-Pa) and Congressman EDMUNDSON /I 2
were provided with a helo tour of the Da Nang TAOR, 0
a visit to MMAF, - '

17 Nov - 12 UB-34's were sent to Chu Lai to assist MAG-35 .
operation Q.T. 152 in support of ARVN I Corps. 198 pax « .
carried from Quang Ngai to (BS 712-440). 16 UH~34's wer.
committed to Operation "Blue Marlin", 1 UH-34 supportizy
the operation received a hit through the stabilizer at

(BT 208-493). There were no injuries. A UH=-1E flying oc-
vation in support of "Blue Marlin" received moderate auto:
matic weapons fire at (BT 202-523). Capt. W. B. COLE the
observer, was wounded by one round, 5 oo . : :
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18 Nov - Support of Blue Marlin continued. The Viet Cong
overran the District Headquarters, (Hiép Duc), during the
early hours of 18 Nov, 12 UH-34's and 2 UH-1E's were
dispatched from MAG-16 to assist MAG-36 in a lift of ARVE
forces to retake the District Headquarters, Landirg zones
were reconned and a small hilltop area was selected for the
landing. The zone would accomodate three aircraft but was
considered the least likely to be ambushed. The CG, 2nd
ARVN Division would permit air prep only in the immediste
landing zone area, because of the probability of injuring
VN civilians. The first three plana division of three he .-
received light small arms fire from an area just north of
the landing zone. Succeeding divisions received intense
small. arms and heavy 12.7 mm fire from the area east of t:
landing zone. One UH-34 was shot down in flames and thre-
others badly damaged immediately, After the first wave hac
braved the gauntlet of fire 1o land troops the flight wii.
drew with one KIA and 3 WIA among the crews, It was obvio o
that extensive preparations had been made by Viet Cong For =
with a view toward ambushing the helo force:. At least +% -
12.7 mm machine guns had been strategicly placed to cove:r -
avenues of approach by the helos, The Viet Cong were wel
dug in, camoflauged, and had not fired on the recon airc: .- .
vhich made low passes through the objective area just pri--
to the helo flights arrival. When an easily accesgable
landing zone near the village was ignored in favor of lai -
ing on higher ground, pilots noted large numbers of Vies
Cong leaving prepared positions around it and forming a
colum to march to the battle area. A landing in the lai
inviting zone would certainly have resulted in the annih: .
of the helo assault force. Following the withdrawel of *...
first wave of helos, the fixed wing aircraft was called i
on villages, tree linesyand hills within 600 meters ot 7=
landing zoneé, VN aircraft using 1,000 # bombs were uviar..=
to silence all of the 12,7 mm positions but the 1lifs wo-
resumed and continued till darkness necessitated terna:

A total of 521 ARVN troops were lifted by MAG-16 aircr.. .
10 UH-34'g and 1 UH-1E of the Group were hit by ememy fi. -.
In addition to the helo shot down in the landing zonc =1.

1 was forced to land near Tien Phuoc and 2 others at ©r -
air field (Chu Lai). Helo commanders involved in th: - .. -
ation recommended the use of napalm, V.T. fuse or "D gy
Cutter bombs, and "Lazy Dogs" on future landing zone wrey.
for helo landings. Preps should be of at least one hour=
durgtion. A CH-37 escorted by = UH~34 departed MMAF *o - . oim-
up a radio jeep at (BT 257-452) for return to Da Nang., -
CH~-37 developed engine trouble and was forced down in =7
zone, The approach of darkness and departure of frienilv
troops would have necegsitated leaving the helo in an un. .. -c:
landing zone overnight. The bad cylinder was el}ininated
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the engine, and the aircraft flown back to MMAF on one good
engine and 17 cylinders of the 2nd engine. The crash crew
at MMAF met the aircraft and extinguished a small fire tha

had developed in the bad engine,

19 Nov - A UH-1E of VMO-2 was launched to rescue drowning
victims from the surf off China beach. The pilot 1/Lt
Norman MAHALICH hovered the helo with the skide in the water
while his crew chief and flight surgen exited from the
aireraft to agsist the victimd, Two of the victims were
towed to shore and the third dbrought in by rescue personn:?l .

Two UH-34's in support of the 9th Marings received small ar..:
fire from the vicinity of (BT 045-675) The Lead Helo was lv . .

one round but was able to continue the migsion.

20 Nov - A CH-37 was launched to assist in calibration of
the USAF Radar at Da Nang. A CH-37 escorted by a UH=-34
carried an R 1820 engine and 38 empty fuel drums from Tam :

to MMAF. Weather in the Hue/Phu Bai area caused cancella:: ::

of all routine flights. Rainfall measured 7.8 inches fo-
the 24 hour period.

2). Nov — Weather again forced the cancellation of all mi. 7 .

ir. the Hue/Phu Bai area. 3 UH~34D's and 2 UH-1E's were
launched in heavy weather for an emergency pickup of a
Marine Patrol that was under fire in a zone rapidly filli—-
with water. The aireraft were forced to land at Da Nang +. .
a short period due to extremely heavy rain showers. Afte:
a ten minute wait, the aircraft relaunched and picked up .
17 man patrol. BGen JONEBS and party visited MAG-16 late ...
the afternoon where he was briefed By Col. T. J. O'CONNOR .
C.0. MAG-16,

22 Nov ~ Weather at Hue/Phu Bai prevented launching o:' < '~
eraft in that area. Rainfall was measured at 6.1 inci...
during the 24 hour period. Weather in the Da Nang are:
greatly restricted helo operations., 2 UH-34's of HMu- 5.
were launched on a search for survivors of a sunken "1 ¢ -
(AT 945-888). Three men were picked up and a Coast Ciw
Cutter was directed to three other men, 2 UH-1lE's coivi &
out a visual recon in the vicinity of (BS 765-467)., .. -
to ten Viet Cong were sighted in the area and opened “.»c
the lead aircraft was hit three times. Rocket and msc:is
fire was placed on the position. No damage estimate coul o
be obtained. There were no injuries to crew members.

23 Nov -~ 8 UH-34's of HMM-361 sugmentated MAG-36 aircraf’
or two strike missions, 1 from Ky Ha to (BS 764-469) onc
the 2nd from Ky Ha to (BS 732—4703’ and (BS 764-469), 225

U.S. Marines and 2,000# of cargo were lifted into the zonc .

¥
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H-34's on a resupply to Que Son received automatic weapons
fire from (ZC 168-540) and (ZC 125-530)., There were no hits
taken. Six UH-34's of HMM-161l attempted a resupply of Ca Iu
(YD 012-455) in the Ba Long Valley. Fixed Wing Escort air-
craft were unable to enter the valley because of weather, The
flight was able to make only one 1ift due to intense enemy
ground fire. Two aircraft received hits in the landing zone.
One crewmember was wounded and med evaced to "A" Med, at Hue/
Phu Bai, Pilots reported small arms automatic weaponeg fire
and 60 MM mortar fire, VT fused for air bursts. The remainder
of the nission was cancelled,

24 Nov — UH-34's of HMM-263 on a resupply mission for the 3rd
Marines received fire from (AT O73-630§, resulting in one hit
on the lead aircraft. The crew returned fire and clained

1l possible KBA., Four UH-34's operating in the Que Son area

in support of the 2nd ARVN Divigion received sporadic ground
fire. Two helcs were hit. There were no injuries to crew-
members. UH~1lE's of VMO-2 providing armed escort placed
supressive rocket and machinegun fire on suspected VC pogitions
at (AT 979-090) and (AT 979-253). Two structures were destroy-
ed at the first.location with two secondary explosions ob-
served. A%t the second location four structures were destroyed,
Light ground fire was encountered in return but the aircraft -
received no hits, '

25 Nov - Monsoon weather prevailed in the Bue/Phu Bai region,
The squadron launched two aircraft carrying 6 troops each on
a "hunter-killer" patrol in the Hue/Phu Bai TAOR: Negative
results, In the Da Nang arecs normal support of the IIT MAF
and ARVN I Corps was carriec out. Thanksgiving Dinner, con-
sisting of turkey and all the trimmings was enjoyed by all

26 Nov - Marginal weather restricted flight operations in the
Hue/Phu Bai area, Except for the "Hunter-Killer® patrol with-
in the TAOR, all flights were cancelleds In the Da Nang area
40 Marines were lifted to Hiep Duc in marginal weather. A4
flight of two airecraft was fired on while approaching Hot 4n
(BT 145-569) from the South for a landing. The lead helo
took two hits. There were no Injuries. Gen WALTS UH-1E

wag forced to land at Thon Quat outpost due to failure of the
hydraulic system. All personnel. were evacuated by escort
aircraft. Spare parts were flov.i in from MMAF and the UH-1E
was repaird and flown back to the base.

27 Nov - CH-37's made an attempi to recover the HMM-361 aire
craft shot down in the Hiep Duc area. The migsion was forced
to abort duc to weather. Small arms fire was received by a
UH-34 from (BT 032-612), there were no hits.  Two UH=34's in
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support of the 3rd Marines received small arms fire fron
(AT 436-622). One zircraft was hit but continued o the
Dission. Two UH-34'3 supporting the 9th Marines received
sma.l arcs fire from (BT 090-663) and automatic weapons
fire from (BT 969-629,. No hits were taken.

28 llov - 2 aircraft of HMM~-161 operating in support of the

9th Marines received fire from three different locations %u#,w
no hits were taken. 8 Ul-34's of HMM~263 escorted by 2 UH-1EVg
of VMO-2 were launcied to lien Phuoc in support of I Corpsg.
Weather forced terminaticn of the 1lift prior to completion.
Small arms fire was received from (BT 129-150), (BT 150-~140)

and (BT 200-206). One aircraft was hit. Mhere were no injuries
™-34's of EMM-263 rstrograding troops from (AT 909-337) to .
lardicyg zune Vulturc received small arms fire from (AT 911-84%)
There were no hits. A UH-1E of VMO-2 crashed while lifting
from the III MAF pad. There were no injuries to personnel.

The aircraft received Overhaul damage.

29 Nov - Aircraft of HMM-263 supporting the 7th Marines
received small arms fire from (BT 132-547). No hits were
taken. Bishop LEWIS and four chaplains were flown on a tour
of the Da Nang TAOR. The night recon flight of the Hue/Phu
Bal airfield received small arms fire from (YD 885-180)
twice. There were no hitse.

30 Nov - Four UH-34's were launched to the Hiep Duc area to
recover the aircraft downed vy 12,7 mm fire on 18 November.

The aircraft was determined %o be beyond salvage. Admiral
HEAMAN was flown on a tour ci the Da Nang TAOR.

-8 - S
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ORGANIZATIONALﬁDATA_
Marine Aircraft Group 16, Marble Mountain Air Facility,
Danana, Republic of Vicinam

Period Covered - l thru 30 November 1965

' Task Organlzatlon

H&MS-16, Danang, Vietnam (1 - 30 November 1965)

MABS-16, Danang, Vietnam .1 - 30 November 1965)

VMO-2, Danang, Vietnam (1 = 30 November 1965) _
HMM-161l, HJue Phu Bai, Vietnam (1 - 30 November 1965)
HM-163, Futcma, Okinawa (1 - 30 November 1965)

HMM-2€3, Danang, Vietnam (1 - 30 November 1965)

HMM~-361, Danang, Vietnam (1 - 30 November 1965)

Sub Unit #1, H&MS-16, Danang, Vietnam (1 - 30 November 1965)

' MATCU-68, Danang, Vietnam (1 - 30 November 1965)

Command Rank Composure:

Billet Name Rank Period

CO, MiAG-16  T. J. O'CONNOR - Colomel 1-30 Nov 65
X0, MaG-16  R. L. SIMMONS LtCol 1-30 Nov 65
sdjutent ' C. D. DICKEY Gaptain 1-30 Nov 65
S-1 Officer  F. 4. MATHEWS  Major  1-30 No¥ 65
S-2 Officer L. P. GLENN 1stLt 1-30 Nov 65
S-3 Officer  C. A. HOUSE LtCol 1-30 Nov 65
S-4 Officer  A. MCBARRON LtCol  1-30 Nov 65
€O, H&MS-16 J. L. GOEBEL LitCol 1~30 Nov 65
c0, M.LBS-16 7. E. VIRNON LtCol 1-30 Nov 65
¢0, HMM-161  R. C. DENNY,Jr. ILtCol 1-30 Nov 65
C0, HMM-163 N. G. EVERS Colonel 1-30 Nov 65
co, HMM-263 T. CLARK LtCol 1-30 Nov 65
cO, HMM-361 L. J. CHILDERS  LtCol 1~30 Nov 65
0IC, SU #1 - G. C. PENNEL Jr. Captain 1-30 Nov 65
CO, VMO-2 G. F, BAUMAN LtCol  1-30 Nov 65
0IC, MATCU 68 R. C. COULTER Captain 1~30 Fov 65

-9 - _—
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Average Monthly Strengths:

© Sguadron

H&MS-16
MABS-16
- SU#1
VMO--2
HMM-161
HMM--163
HMM--263
HMW-- 3¢ %
MALTCU 68

TOTALS

USMC: OFF

32
12

3
Y.

RIS
>

o=

52
44
53
55

3
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ENL USN
280
330
61
141
180
145
186
163
66

P w————

299

1540
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BROCE3, B.
ANTCRELLY, C.

NAME

LAZERATION, J.

WALICN, R. L.
DUCKWORTH, T.
CCIE, W. B.

GARCIA, I. E.
WRIGHT, C. P.

J.

JgT.

L.

7
L

Q

CASUALTIES
Z.LLEZD IN ACTION

RAITK/ SERNO UNIT

Sg%/1391769 HMM-361
Cpi/2015792 HMM->.61

WGCFDZD IN_AGTION

% /JK/SERNO UNIT
GySgt/603443 HMM-361
Gpl§l846880 HMM-361
Cpl/1949654 HMM~361
Capt/076876 YMO-2

1stLt/086657 HIMM--161
Cpl/1559490 TM-161

- 11 -
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DATE OF INCIDENT

18 Nov 1965
5 Nov 1965

DATE OF INCIDEN?

18 Nov 1965
18 Nov 1965
18 Nov 1965
7T Nov 1965
18 Nov 1965
23 Nov 1965
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MOR(LE :ND WELFARE PROGRANS ‘

Morale and heligious programs coriducted by MAG-16
Chz~l.ains are as follows:

soman Catholie. Holy Masgs celebrated daily at 1700 in.
Bleci;ed Scerament Chapel . Sunday Masses at 0830 in the New
Mess Hall. Confegsione heard one half hour wrior to Magses,.

Additional Sunday i'.3s at 1/9 CF at 12320; Confessions
heerd at 1000. Four re:miem Masges celebrated for indiwidual
Companies of 1/¢

Instruction classes held each Tuesday and Wednesday from
0830 to 0930.

Protestant. Divine Worship every Sunday at 0930 in the
New WMess Hall,

Frequent trips to Da Nang 0ld Age Home, Sacred Heart
Orphunage and the refugee village at China Beach. Left over
"C" rations, clothing, medicine, soap, baby food, candy and
CARE packages distributed accordingly.

HMM-161
Four  tape recorders, with tapes, were obtained from the
1st MAW Special Services for use in the squadron elubs. The

squadron Specigl Services now employs two barbers on a full
time basgisg.

=12 - __
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CIVIL AFF.IRS

The Clariaizn's ol MAG-16 were =active in the Civil Affairs
Program throtgaocut th: month, Their activities were as
Zeslows: -

Vis® .~d Refugee Village 2X, Distributcd candy, food,

. N
anc 5,05 nin=ters.

Three vigits to » i"~gee villar: K Lk’ 12 Beach, Donated
material for clothins. Left over *(C% ruticus, candy, 2,00C
piasters, midwife k' 5. 2 volley bali gz,

Two visits to Czirolic Orphanage and Mursery near MMAF.
Donater tooth tiushes and tooth paste, 5,000 piasters and
iefs cver "C" rations.

Thr2e visits to Catholic Serimaxr,. lwnhated tooth brusics
and tooth paste, 3,000 piasters, 4 voili¢y ©all sets, left over
"C" rations. A donation of $165,00 was made as a part of the
program of the Catholiec Chapel sponsorship of seminariancs.

Two viesits to 01ld Age Home, Da Nang. Donation of lei-
over "C" rations, material for clothing, scrap wood, and
3.000 piasters.

Arranged for CB's to aid Catholic Seminary in building =
road by the donation of laterite dirt.

Two visits to Sacred Heart Orphanage, downtown Da Nang.
Visit with Dr. ARK, new bishop of diocese of Bien Hoa,

Four visits to World Evangelization Crusade Orphanage.
Donated 7,000 piasters, left over "C" rations, vitamins, candy
and nuts, and four cartons of new and used clothing.

Distributed two bags of Christmas Cardes and letters and
three cartons of cookieg to pergonnel of M4AG-1l6 as a part of
Operation Christmas,

HMM-161

During the month of November arrangements were made with
the Air Force to get transportation for two of the sigters
from the Daughter of the Immaculate Hear't of Mary Convent
from Hue to Saigon to vigit a member of their family who was
critically ill, On 16 November two tons of rice was purchased
for the Kim Long Orphanage in Hue with funds donated by the
Da Nang SNCO Club, On 28 November supplies ordered and re-
ceived through CARE were distributed to the Kim Long Orphanage,

- 13 - -
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These supplies included 100 blankets, 3 cartons of assorted
clothing, salt, baby food, vitaming, Medi-Quick first =id
cream, and two cartons of soap. The Immaculate Heart of
Mary Convent received salt, Medi-Quick Cream and soap.
Additional items of this nature are expected to be forth
coming in the near future. Plansg for the Squadron Christmas
Party at the Kim Long Orphanage are well under way. At the
present time coloring boocks, candy, gum, 20 playground balls
and a soft drink mix are available for the party, Individual
members of the squadron have written home requesting that
snall toys be sent to them for distribution at the party,

- 14 -
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PUBLIC INFORM.TION/ISO

Four hometown releases submitted to the Wing, During this
period, PIO coverage included awards presentations, the Marine
Corps' 190th Birthday celebration, and a memorial servicece for
Cpl. Charles J. ANTONELLY, who was killed in acetion on 5 Nov.

MAG-26

News photographers from television station WWI, TV, New
Orleans held television interviews utilizing several people
who maintain their permanent re¢sidemee in or about the New

Orleans area. The tape is to be telecast during_the Christ-
mas holidays in the United States,

. . .
- .. . PR
RS ST PRCh EAY) .
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VMO-~2

Pax
Sortieg
Cargo
Hours
Med Evacs

HMM--162

Pax
Sorties
Cargo
Hours
Med Evacs

HMY- 361

Pax
Sorties
Cargo
Hours
Maed Evacs
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AIR OPERATIONS STATISTLES

NOVEMBER TOTALS

UJH-1E HVN-161
401 Pax
650 Sorties
¢ Cargo
969.7 Hours
23 Med Evacs
UH-34D HMM—26§
1105 Pax
1336 Sorties
6,550 Tos Cargo

.87 Hours
2 . Med Bvacs
UH-34D SU_# 1 H&MS
3681 Pax
3356 Sortieg
323,625 1lbs Cargo
1073.4 Hours
194

 MAG-16 TOTALS

Sorties - e o = o = -
Cargo = — = = = = = = = =
Hourg = = = = = = = = = = =
Med Evacg = = = = - - -

16 -
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109,935 1bs
1585.7
79

UH-34D

3087

2671
248,500 1bs
994,2

125

CH-370

145

197
100,880 1bs
62.8

14,649

- 12,639

542,224 1bs
5,524,2
423
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COMMAND AND CONTROL

VMO-2

i

During the month a total of 148 Air Medals, 4 Navy
Commendation Medals, 10 Bronze Stars, 1 Purple Hear¥, and
2 Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry awards were presented to
officers and men of VMO-2,

HMM=-161

Digtribution of 15 /ir Medalg, 1 N-vy Coumendati.om Medal
with C.mbat *V", and 4 Goond Conduct Ncedals were oade.

HMM-163

4ir Medals were awarded to 15 personnel of this command.
There were also 4 Good Conduct Awards. 1 recommendation for
a Navy Commendation Award was submitted.
 HMM-361 |

Recommendations for 8 Distinguished Flying Crosses, 10
Air Medals, and 4 Purple Hearts were made for HMV-361

personnel. In addition, a Purple Heart was awarded posthum-
ously tc Sgt. B. BROOKS.

HMM926§

Recommendations for 45 Air Medals, 4 Purple Hearts and
15 Bronze Stars were put in for HM-263 personnel.

-7 - -
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INTELLIGENCE

The MAG-16 Intelligence Section condueted normal
intelligence functions throughout the reporting period,

Numerous VIP briefs were conducted by the Intelligence
section for this reporting period.

HMM-161

During the month of November primary areas of interes:.
were the Northern provinces of Quang Tre and Thra Thein, 4
inerease of flight operations in the areas west of Da Nang
and Tam Ky necesgitates the keeping of the Viet Cong order
of Battle information from north of Chu Lai to the DMZ.

Squadron aircraft have received fire on l4 occasions
during the month with 7 hits being infliected upon the aixr-
craft. 1lstlt. I. E. GARCIA was wounded on 18 November wi''!
flying as co-pilot in a strike against the Viet Cong in I
Duc area. Cpl. C. F. WRIGHT was wounded while flying on .
resupply of the Ca Lu outpost on 23 November.

Listed below are the antieaireraft fire incidents dur -«
the month of November:

(1) 061900H courier run returning from Da Nang receiv: '
small arms fire from ZD 025102, No hits.

(2) 451850H Aircraft reccived several rounds of small
arms fire from BT 070770. Airceraft had just departed Mar.’
Mountain and was at 700 feet. No hits.

(3) 181500H 6 Aircraft on an ARVN troop lift received
small arms automatic fire from BT 146518. Ome airerar v .
hit in the main rotor blade. The aireraft continued - . .-
with no injuries sustained, Aircraft was at 100 feet iil:
an airspeed of 50 knots. Fire was returned by aireral - L
the effect could not be judged.

(4) 181530H 4 aircraft participating in a strike riisei v
at AT 925217 received .30 and ,50 calibre machine gur. YU,
2 of the aircraft were hit. One aircraft was hit whi’ @ In»
the zone, the round hit the cockpit on the co-pilot's .id-

woundipg the co-pilot. The other airecraft was hit in she 7=
cone, Pilot noted that a mortar round hit in the gone ag ;cox

as he had lifted out. All the aircraft returned fire but

to friendly troops in the area the fire could not be deli= o}

effectively: All the aireraft returned to base safely.
(5) 181700H 4 aircraft returning from Da Nang receive.
small arms fire from AT 9095 and YD 9014. Pire was retur: .-
at first coordinate, results unknown, No hits,
(6) 231020H 1 of 6 aircraft on an emergency resupply m' -
sion received small arms fire from YD 2951. No hits.

O s
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(7) 231030H 6 aircraft on an ARVN emergency resupply
migsion received moderate ground fire from YD 050452, 2 of
the aircraft were hit, damage was minor. One crew chief wag
wounded in the shoulder on this mission. Two of the aircraf$
returned fire, results unknown., All the aireraft retumed
safely,

(8) 241700H 2 aircraft reccived small arms fire from
BT 100300. Adircraft were at 700 feet with an airspeed of
100 knots. Both aircraft were hit with only minor damage
being inflicted. No injuries sustained.

{9) 251100H 2 airecraft received small arms fire from
BT 160605 and BT 220430, No hits,

(12 271320H 2 aircraft on a resupply and recon mission
received small arms fire from AT 9561 and AT 9962. No hits.

(11) 272345H 1 aircraft on a night recon mission received
small arms fire from YD 900155, No hits.

(12) 281230H 2 aircraft on a recon mission received small
arms fire from YD 900155, ©No hits.

~ (13) 291100H 8 airecraft on a resupply mission received
small arms fire from YD 175415, No hits.

(14) 297.500H 2 airecraft returning from Da Nang received
swcil arms fire from ZD 045115, No hits.

HMM-163

In addition to daily recognition training of friendly
and unfriendly ground weapons and ships, the Intelligence
Officer and squadron load masters are enrolled in the
Vietnamese Language School. Access lists and security
clearances have been received and brought up to date., 4
problem in the Nothern Training area has been plotted on a
Situation Map, and Enemy Activity Reports are being plotted.
This will be used for squadron training problems, giving
current intelligence at the briefs.

HMM-263

During November 1965, the Squadron had a total of 40
hostile fire incidents, of whick 9 involved aircraft being
hit by the fire: On 13 November 1 of 2 aircraft on a SiR
North rescue mission was hit by 27 automatic weapon vie
(XE 962-059), and forced to land (XE 950-085). The crews
were recovered safely and the aircraft was destroyed by
friendly aireraft in the area.

Of the hostile groundfire rep.rts, the geographic
distribution indicated several areas of significance:

13 of the 40 reports were in grid square (AT 9.6)
6 of the 40 reports were in grid square (BT 0.6)
3 of the 40 reports were in grid square (BT 0.5)

. N
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Of the remaining 18 reports, 10 were outside the Da Nang
TAQR.

Intelligence generated by the squadron aerial observation
congisted of two major types: illicit boat traffic reports,
and suspicious movement of indigenous personnel.

The only significant counterintelligence problem en=—
countered by the squadron was the loss of a map by a pilot
which contained LZ information on it. Corrective measures
have been taken to overcome this problem of sengitive infor-
mation being carried by air crews.

HMM-361

Duriig the month, it became evident the Viet Cong
ground fire has definitely increased in accuracgy, The 24
ground 7Tire incidents reported by the squadrom and the large
number of hits for the number of incidents -~ 28 plus those
0f the aircraft logt at Hiep Duc == bear this fact out.
Twenty~f¢wf spot reports were also processed along with one
incidertv veport of possible UHF jamming.

VMO-2

—— i - s

The squadron continued %o fly PSYWAR operations. A
total of 3 zircraft received battle damage during this
reporting period.

SU_#1, H&MS-16

Intelligence program well organizsd and functioning
within guide lines emanating from next senior command,

- 20 -
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GROUND DEFENSE

The MABS~16 Security Section comprising of 90 permancent
pergonnel and 75 augmentation personnel from all wnits of
MMAF provided security during the hours of darknese., ALleo
formed a PMO for intermal security. This unit consists of
1l Officer and 36 Enlisted., Also one infantry company attached,

During this reporting period there were a number of small
prcbes by groups of undeternined sizes.

HMM-161

A new ground defense order was written and executed this
mornth. Practice alerts have been conducted in coordination
with the exterior perimeter defense with gratifying results.

HMM= 367,

With the formation of "Z" Company, the five machinegin
vunkers wewes of the line area were dismantled. In their
pizce, wuriars for shelter were constructed behind eath *tent,
certain of them with gsteel and sand bag roofs: The bunl:srs
in front of the office area were also improved with stecl
and sand bag roofs.

SU #1, H&MS-16

Complying with existing directives, construction of
additional fortifications in areas of responsibility complete.
Aircraft are being digpersed in accordance with Group planning.

-2 - — I

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED
® ®
> 1

AIRCRAFT'MAINTENANCE[LOGISTICS

SUB UNIT #1, HeMS-16

Aireraft parts supply problem partially alleviated.
Presently have 24 AOCP parts outstanding. Lack of replace-
ment parts has curtailed aircraft availability.

HVM--161

Aircraft availability for the month averaged 78%. AOCP's
for the month amounted to 47 aircraft days.

Six ehgine changes occurred for the month. Two were for
metal contamination, three for high oil consumption and one
for damaged prop shaft,

Safety signs have been constructed and are displayed
throughout the hangar and in shop spaces.

Crew chief training in all NATOPS subjects was starte:
anc nightly classes are being held., Emphasis is being
placed on beth NATOPS and mechanieal training,.

HMM--153

During the month, 7 engines were received. Two of the
engines were rejected due to low power, znd two more because
of corrosion during shipping. ,

The squadron is presently AOCP for three engines. There
are AOCP's for 4 main transmissions, one of which has been
on order since 23 September, Transmissions have become a
critical item. The daily average of outstanding LOCP's wasg 25.

HMM=-26 3

During most of the month, the squadron operated with 16
aireraft in an A-1 status, while holding 4 in an EK (awaiting)
shipment to overhaul status., We have been AOCP against three

aircraft during the month and are still awaiting clam shell
door sets for then,

The squadron maintained an average of 9 aircraft up dur-
ing the month, and dverage availability has been 11 during th
the last week of the month, On several occasions, the maximum
number of aireraft (13), were up. 4An average of 110 hours per
9 aircraft up was flown during the period.

Three recently overhauled aircraft were received on 3
November., Two aircraft were gtruck during the month, EG 18
and EG 17, BEG 18 (150197) suffered B damage in a hard landing
and incurred A damage during its recovery from the zone. EG 17
(150575) was shot down on a classified mission and destroyed

to prevent capture.
- 22 - r
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HMM-36Y

Through the period an average of 16.5 aircraft were agsigned
to the squadron. Utilization averaged 35.8 hours per aircraft.
Daily average availability was 12.2 aireraft -- 74%, One
aircraft was lost and over 28 hits were taken during the month,
VMO-2

During the month of November VMO~-2 aircraft used 68,037

gallons of JP-4 fuel, 25,300 rounds of 7.62 ammupition were
expended, and 301 2.75 rockets expended.

VMO-2 averaged 15 airecraft. Also 4 aircraft were accepted
during. the month,

One UH-1E status changed from Al to EK due to aireraft
accident. Cause Unknown. Extent of damage is Bravo, regui-
ing rework., Date of accident 28 Nov 1965,

One 1h-117 was struck by flying debris from another UE - ¥
on 8 Nov 1955, and extent of damage is Echo,

Two engine changes were completed during the month.

- 23 - L
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CAMP MAINTENANCE

During the month of November, MABS~-16 performed routine
services in support of VMO-2, HMM-263, HMM-361, HMM-161,
and H&MS-16. These gervices consisted of messing facilities,
baking facilities, transportation, heavy maintenance of
generators and vehicles, sewage disposal and plumbing instal-
lations, communications and with the TAFDS, provided avia-
tion fuel for the squadrons located at MMAF and outlying
fields at Quang Tri, Phu Bai and Quang Tien.

The E.M. Club and SNCO club were completed in time for
the Marine Corps Birthday. The second well was completed
and the first pump was purchased and installed. A water
point nas been established at this second well and is bein:
test pumped. Water from this well began to be used for rca-
drinking purposes on 29 November, It is hoped that this
Facility will become self sufficient for its total water & =
by the erd of the first week of December. A second pump !
be purchased in the very near future. A work request for 3
Seahees to tuild three water towers for use at both well. - .4
at ~he galley was approved and assigned to MCB-9, MCB=-Q ¢ .-
MABS-16 personnel continued construetion on the new mess .0
and galley. MABS~16 personnel screened the inside and ouv -
gide of the new galley, built the mess officers office, pinc
two other rooms and closed in the bake shop. In addition ©
doors for the mess hall were constructed and installed.,

Five MABS-16 utilities personnel were sent to Phu Bai for
two weeks. While there they bailt 30 gtrong backed tents. 2
heads and made repairs on the HMM-161 mess hall,

A completely new MABS-16 laundry building was constimiod
and the laundry relocated. Due to the monsgoon rains vhc meixn
accegs road and many of the streets within the cantonmsnt arca
became almost impassable., An almost continuous effort by
MABS~16, MCB-9 and MCB-8 personnel and equipment have been
required to keep these roads open. MABS-16 does not have “ne
capability to perform the maintenance required on the »i-
road system within this camp., 4 request that this rezr o
gibility be assigned to 30th NCR was submitted. Cons=.iciiom
was beguh on two permanent shower facilities by MCB-9. Tio
building for the first permanent aecad was completed., “ne
concrete slab extension for the galley was poured. All
temporary heads were repaired with permanent flooring and
complete fly proofing insgtalled,

The following electrical construction was completed;
wired 14 living tents, 14 tents on the flight line, 13 teni.:
for Group Supply, one tent for the medical department, the

- 24 - T
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SNCO Club, the E.M. Club, the new MABS laundry, the GP bunker,
the bake shop in the galley, installed upright panel board
and ran overhead feeder line on the flight line; installed
pole line from 75 KW generator to galley and mess hall;
relocated and rewired the movie, replaced roter and stator

in one 75 KW generator, and repaired 5-30 KW generators.

The following projects were completed by the MiBS~16
plumbing shop; installed 2 -~ 27 foot and 2 -~ 34 foot concrete
culverts in road behind the flight line, installed concrete
drains in the officers and SNCO showers and at the new laundry,
moved gick bay water tower and tank to operating room tent anc
installcd plumbing including electric hot water heater, in-
stalled plumbing in dental tent, dug 14 heads and replaced
14 urinals, installed plumbing in SNCO and E.M. Clubs, made
repairs %o officers and E.M. showersg, repaired one water
trailer, installed ovens in bake shop, and set up water point
at new MAG-16 well,

Reefer personnel made daily checks on all reefers, re-

paired the rlake ice machine and ice cream machine; rebuilt
one MQ51 refrigeration unit.

~ 25 — -
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COMMUNICATIONS

The communications section of MAG=16 is now established
in a more or less permanent posture. Up until this time nor-
mal working operations were negligable due to our semi-tactical
situation. Approximately 95% of necessary communications are
established and functioning. Radio and wire sections are now
in the process of bringing FPM and modifications cards up to
date. A maintenance program is being established by repair
gection and routine operator maintenance and cleaning is in
full process on telephones, which due to understrength anc
over comm:tment, was diffiéult. The Command and Control
Communicavions established in the S-3 operations office were
trangplaced %o the Command and Control bunker. All systems
are functioning and checked daily. The TSC-15 van has beex
relocated in close proximity to the "Bunker". Wing Commaxn :
and Wing Tactical are now being operated from the TSC-15 wi+h
success.,

The following replacements have been effected:

Comm Chief: GyS8gt W. R. GRIMES vice GySgt J. E, TTTTH
Repair Chief: GySgt R, W. SNYDER vice SSgt J. REL.T
MagCen Chief: SSgt H. F. KILCREASE

Wire Chief: Sgt E. L. KNIGHT vice SSgt F. E. JESSE:

The last of one for one replacements with MAG-36 have beei
completed. Six (6) promotions were effected 5 Cpl to Set.

Cpl R: W. FULKERSON to Sgt
Cpl E: R. OVERBY to Sgt
Opl R. J. MILES to Sgt

Cpl R. L. COOPER to Sgt
Cpl J. L. SMITH to Sgt

and one (1) Lt to Captain
Lt J. S, SIROTNIAK to Captain

Communi-cations for the month of November have been 2.
erally good, with a high percentage of reliability. .. :uilc
relay teams attached from 5th Comis Bn have been doing -xce’. -
lent work in maintsining our link to Wing., Constant e ror.
being devoted to care and maintenance of equipment esysci-..
during this monsoon season.

The wire section continued to install field phones an®

trouble shooting, and the largest percentage of trouble c= .. -
show up as cut lines or the absence of personnel to answer

the phone. ﬁ
- 26 - -—
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As a result of the attack on 28 Oct 1965 all wire lines .
located on the flight line wers re-located and overheaded,

With the arrival of an infantry company, the wire system
WAk =qingtalled as a company tactical net.

Tag Wyre portinon of the command and Control center was
re12§2\9° in the recently constructed defense bunker similar
to \perémions in the S-3, but not duplicating.

. %FtIQuous OP¢wations of Wing CMD#2 and Wing Tac net wer:
main %nea. Some diTgiculty has been experienced on the Wir.:
Tac ni%.  BARRELHOUSE is capable of receiving all stations bu
can I:E')T fasily transmit, To remedy this situation an AN/THC-7C
and £-499 v>re sent to HMM-161. However, due to lack of

suitélle 50/80 cyele po .
in opwation. v power pupply the AN/TRC-75 has not bewun

_ Frce Bulletin 2000 has adninistratively deadlined
ali rdio vehiclex,

: Tt 5 They will b6 used only in emergency
vondiions and with appraval of the Commanding Officer.

Tp'design of radio's tent is being altered to provic-
more .torage space and eagier sccess to equipment.

1 serious shortage of B&~279's has occured and supply -~
begn alerted to the prablem. Outstanding requisitions ha-«
not teen filled,” resulding in this critical situation.

% 7 Nov 1965 the accidental deatruction of a KL-47 os-us.é

due ¥ 4 faulty thermite grenade. Th e
been filed.. : € | e neggsegry report ho.=

2 ¢onsiderable amount of trouble has been experier o3¢ wi it
the KW-7, believed due to the fluctuating camp power.

Modification and maintenance records are being ini-= g«
N IniLlara
and maintained on all equipment within the sectiog. :

In spite of COMUSMACV, FMFPAC and Wing di i e
. T A irectives - -:

Vo}ume 9f traffic has greétly innreased—rgason unknow: -

units within the MAG are making every aptempt to util = :

other means of sending messages to info addees. 4n S0T g e
1ng megsage handling is gsoon to be published.

In regard to repairs, 143 pi i . |
. . y Pieces of equipment were pzc. .-
sed; 14 pieces of equipment sent to highe% echelon; l47ppjg‘n4

of equipment returned to seotio 1 ey S
Processed by supply. ms and 146 requisitions we- .

- 27~ —
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The once crippled supply system is regaining it's footing.
Requisitions are being filled close to the expected tims as
ihdicated by the PRIORITY.

A well needed maintenance program is being established
to facilitate the care and cleaning of equipment.

- 28 - S
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‘OMBAT INFORMATION BUREAU .
III Marine Amphibious Force and Naval Component Command
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
c¢/o FPO, San Francisco,
California 96601

Release No: 7L9=65 Photo No: 1~330-65 Da Nang Press Center

First Marine Air Wing Release No: X=319-65 Da Nang, Vietnam
By: Sgt. Don Kellet Tel: Falcon 6259
donations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

~ DA NANG, Vietnam, Oct, 9 — Part of a $1500 donation by staff
non-commissioned officers of Marine Aircraft Group-16 (MAG)=16 was
distributed at two local orphanages here this week., ‘ ‘

FirstSgt. William L. Akers (Arlington, Va,) and GySgts Kent F, Nickerson
(Westbrook, Conn.); representing all.staff noti=commissioned officers of the
group, made the contributions at the two orphanages,

The receipients of the donations are the World Wide Evangilation
Crusade and the Sacred Heart Mursery Homes, located near Marine Airoraft
Group=16%s Marble Mountain Air Facility, two miles east of Da Nang.

In coming weeks, through the unit's chaplain, the remainder of the
donations will be given to other institution for the homeless.

= STICw

Enclosure (1)
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COMBAT INFORMATION BUREAU __
III I E AMPHIBIQOUS FORCZ AND HAVAL ONEZNT COMMAND
MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM
C/0 FPO, SiN FRANCISCO

CALIFORNTA
Release Nos 717-65 Da ffang Press Center
First Marine Air Wing Release Nos X=297-65 Da Rang, Vietnam
Bys Sgte Don Kellett Tels Falcon 6259

corpsman

FOR IMMEDIATE RELELSE

Di NANG, Vietnam, Oct 1 == "Duc” Fred E. Davis is a Navy corpsman
whose ambulance is a Marine forps heligcopter,

If one person cag~ be typical of a profession. "Doc", a seven year Navy
veteran and a Hospitalman. second class rank, is typical of the manjr
helicopter airborne corpsmen. He has an unshakablé belief in his job
and is here now on an extension whﬁch he asked for. _ .

Davis is attached to Marine Observa.t:on Squadron (wo)-z here, the

. (MED evac)
‘Huey" 'copter unit which handles most of the medical evacuation/flights.,
+hen his 24;hour étand-by starts, he and the crewmen of the two choppers
1gsigned to med evac stay in a tent on the flight line. A few yardé away the

)ilots snd co-pilots wait in another tent used as a ready room.

When a man has been wounded ‘anyWwhere in the Da ﬂang perimeter, a

claxon eoundss - "That thing scares me out of my wits," Doc Davis mumbles. T

'I*ve heard it.dozens of times and I still jump."

‘The jump-gives him a head start to the nearby Hueys. Davis runs for—the-. -

copter which has been stripped of armsment to allow room. for ‘wounded, The - — -
sther crew runs for the escort craft bristling with machinguns and rocketd -

which provides protection for Davis' copter. . T e e s

(we) Tl » T " LT

chlosure (2) -~
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"We are airborne within five minutes from the time the ground people
have radioed," explains the Dravosburg, Pa. native, "and we can fly to any
spot in this area within ten minutes, Add another ten to get to the field
hospital, and we can deliver a wounded man within 25 minutes of the time
he's hite That's maximum time."

It's maximum time if all goes well in the pick-up zone.

"Time is against me in the zones The longer it takes me to get a
patient into the helfcopter the more time were eating out of his life,"

That's why heli~corpsmen, like Davis, are usually on the ground running
before the chopper fully settles down. He is giving first aid as the groumd
Marines are hauling the stretcher towards the Huey.

The wounded man aboard, the copter joins its armed escort, whicl; has
been serving as an armed umbrella.

First aid continues in the air., It may be nothing more than carrying
on where & corpsman attﬁ.ched to the ground unit left off. Or it may be
as involved as a tracheotomy,

Davis sayss "The really important thing is letting the patient know
that someone who really knows something about medicine is there to help
hime I've given morphine to men who've been hurt bad, then had them shoot
the breeze with me all the way back.,"

Once Davis has delivered his patient w~ or uometimes, patients == to
the hospital his responsibility ends.

Hls emotions don't.

"You know, in those minutes we have together...well there's a
closeness. A comradeship I guess vou could call ite I wonder how they're
making out afterwards." - -

(o) ENCLOSURE (>
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corpaman3-3-3-3-3-3-4) | .

That's why, on the few days he has off, you'll find Doc Davis at the

field hospital,

usme
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ENCLOSURE (2>

Suy art
5 III MAF Release Nos T17-65
corpsman #2 of 2

IN-ATR TREATMEWT - Fred B. Davie, Eﬁ?, one of the many U. S. Navy
corpsmen assigned to medical evacuatiops with the Marine helicopters
at Da Nang, administers to a wounded Marine enroute to a field
hospital., "Doc" davis may treat a dozen wounded men his *copter has taken
out of firefights during a 24=hour tour of watch.

'ENCLOSURE (2

. ngme
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¢ . COMBAT INFORMATION BUREAU .
IIT MARINE CORPS AMPHIBIOUS FORCE AND NAVAL COMPONET COMMAND
MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM
¢/0 FPO, SAN FRANCISCE
CALIFORNTA 96601

Release No: 765-65 Da Nang Press Center
Fipst Marine Aircraft Wing Release No: 327-65 Da Nang, Vietnan

By: Sgt. Don Kellet Tel: Faleon 6259
pre~show

FOR_TMMEDIATE RELEASE

DA NANG, V;etnam, Oct 11 =~ It was Big Brother-ism at its most
powerful, plus a steel-encased warning to the Viet'Congto leave the little
guys alone,

The smaller brothers were six UH3UD helos from Marine Medium Helicopter
Squadron (HMM)-261, sent to resupply an Army of the Republic of Vietnam
(ARVN) outpost, 35 miles southwest of Da Nang,

More than a month ago, another column was hit by small arms fire as it
attempted to unload supplies on the same knoll, The VC continually
harrassed the oubpost so it has been resupplied with parachuted air drops.
This type of drop has its limitations. It was decided to try the copters:
again,

The small ones brought their larger brothers along this time. As the
choppers cireled overhead, ouf of rifle range, two U. S. Air Force bombers
blasted the hills surrounding the ARVN position., Then, four Marine
Skyhaw: jets raked the area with bombs, rockets and camnon fire. Finally,
four Marine Huey armed helicopters buzzed alongside the hills, machine-gunning |
and rocketing at closer range. There was random sm2ll arms fire from the

Viet Cong at this time bui‘the Huevs smashed the token resistance,
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With only the echoes of Big Brothers' thunder distmrbing the peace,
HMM-~261 birds sat down and off-ldaded thousands of pounds of .smpplies.
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QOMBAT INFORMATION BUREAU .
III Marine Amphibious Force and Naval Component Command
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
c/o FPO, San Francisco,
California 9660L

Release No: 759-65 Photo No: 1=327-065 Da Nang Press Center
First Marine Air Wing Release No, X«325-65 Da Nang, Vietnam

By: Sgt. Don Kellett Tel: Falcon 6259
gear

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DA NANG, Vietnam;, Oct. 10 «~ There are few chamber of commerce type
items to publicize about the Marble Mountain Air Faecility, home of Marine
Aircraft Group (MAG)-16, Whils the heli field is hot, dusty and barren,
it does have the most natural shoreline anywhere along the South China Sea.

When theytre off duty, MAG~1l6 Marines head for the water to cool off,
Some find that the pounding surf hides treacherous undertows and riptides,

That's why lstLt. Walter J. Gallagher (Philadelphia, Penn,) wrote to
a chamber of commerce, For years the lieutenant was a lifeguard at Wildwood
Beach, N. J. He wrote explaining Marble Mountain's need as a recreational
spot.

The mayor of North Wildwood sent the town's answer almost immediatelye.ea
huge air mail package containing new bouys, ropes and life-saving essentials,

There were also a few non-essentials, such as jerseys with N. W, B.AP.
blocked on them, which prompted MAG-lé6 tq erect a huge sign on the beach,

"North Wildwood, N. J?, Beach Patrol," it reads, then adds, "Eastern
Division, Da Nang, Vietnam,"

wllSNCw
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Supporting Art .
III MAF Release #759=65 oo ~ ~r—n
Photo Release #1-327=65 L F”W

ON THE BEACH -~ Col, Thomas J. OfConnor (29 Palms, Calif.) fits a
lifeguard jersey te lstLt, Walter J. Gallagher (Philadelphia, Penn.). 21lstlt,
Gallagher wrote to the North Wildwood, N. J., Chamber of Commerce, and
received lifesaving equipment to be used at the new Marble Mountain
Alr Facility beach near Da Nang., The town responded with a box of lifelines,
bouys, ete, The lisutenant was a i:feguard at a New Jersey beach, which,
along with the donated equipment, explains the sign. At right is Cpl.
Robert C, Barr (Chillicothe, Ohio), (OFFICIAL USMC PHOTO by Sgte J. G. McCullough)
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Marine Aircraft Group 18
18t Marine Adrcraft Wing
Fleet Marine Porce, Pacific
FPO San PFrancisco 96601

L0t jep
9 Oet 1865
/\"-.:'."4
tfionorable Anthony T. Catanoso
Mayor of the City of North Wildwood
ity Hall
North ¥ildwood, New Jersey

My Dear Mayor Catanoso

It i8 vith a feeling of deep gratitude that we, here at Marine Airerafi
Group 18, extend our thanks to you and tbe people of North Wildvood,
New Jerasey.

It is not often that a military unit deployed in the field has the good
fortune to be blessed with & Leach like ours. However, even though the
boach has provided the backbone of our reereation progrsm, the problem
of water safety has been an object of .reat consern. Through your jene—

. rosity our task of making the beach a safe rccroctlon area hae been made
mueh easior. -

First Lieutenant Walter J. GiLLAGHIR, a former member of yuur commnity

has been highly instrumental in the success of our water safety prugram.

He has personally screened our life-guards and on one cccasioun displayed

a great amount of courage and abllity in saving the lives of threc

Marines on our heach. Through his efforts and your concerm we are con—
fident that our beach will reflect the standards of safety that your ecity _
has attained at the North Wildwood beach.

The mign in the encloused picture was ereeted on our beach as a iokem of
our gratitude. From left to right ore Colonel T. J. 0YCONNOR, Comman-
ding Officer, Marine ilrcraft Group 18, First Lieutenant “alter J.
GA-LIJAG“ER, and cﬁrpor&l Ro‘ C. BARR.

Sincerely yours,

T, J. 0'CORKOR L
COl.oan, UsSMC v

Fnclosure (5)

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

N v — p—

e sl o 8

— 3600
/
; "Wiw_,‘ ‘ @ ‘ 5—3
e F_MOXXING OF 28 OCTUBER 1963

At SV8400i! a VC force estimated at 200 mem lsunched an attack on Harble
Nowmtaia Air Pasility, MCB.B, aad NCB.O, Simultaneeusly with this
diversienary attacks vere on Battery "D" (BT 063G80), Company “A"
(5T 092668), and a squad from the 3d Flatoen, Company "C" lecated at
the French bunker (BT 082607), The main VC force apparently landed

hy boat between ceordinates (BT 0707i0) and (BT 078724) and ponetrated
the perimeter of }3AP, This force em, loyed small arms, including autow
~satis weapons, grensdes, satehel sharges, and bangalere torpedosn, The
astien basted from rlu&en wmtil 280300# and MAF suffered two KIA,

13 ¥iA;, and 26 helicepters @estroyed, Niveteen VC were KlA and four
VIA ¥C were talcem POV, Piftesn grenade siusters (six greuades per
sluster), four )49 SMd, one Cal, 448 pistol, t'ree satehel charges,

two bangulore torpedoes, and ene ChiCom roeket launcher were capturede

At 3800100 MCBe8 (BT 064727) was hit from the north ans west by an ume
known number of VC arwed with semiautomatic and autowatic weapornss The
fire fight comtinued until 280300} when the VC broke contast, There
were no friendly losees and VC caswalties, if any, are no! known. Three
eivilians were apprehended for interrogation,

At 380004H MCB=9 (BT 063734) received heavy fire from 60w wortars
lecated at (7T 054743) and autematic weapons [ruo the northwest :mv
soUtheast, The mumber of VC i3 met mowm, jiortar fire cessed at
280013H but sperndic small arms fire continued umtil 260204, Durirg
‘the fire fight ene VC was ssen to b )it and 'C=9 had 67 .1i, During
this fight the USN lespital at (BT 060728) wa: overrum and itwu zZenerators
and several hildings were destroyed, probably by matehel clarves. There
were no casualties at the hospital suemg friendly forcess .ivse actions
ware the wain attacks, Iaterrogation of PUV's indicated Liat t.e imitial
foree of 2300 VC was $0 be follewed up by another group of the sine sive,
Bowever this group never landed and it 18 belioved that tic altacking
force withirew by sea, It is further delieved that the wortar crews
o88aped by boat to the west oa ene of the ameveral pousaible rivers,

At 28024511 a vehicle frem 1/9 enreuts to !7i\F carrying per-onsel to
aasist in interrogation of the VI POW's, struck a uine at coordinates
(B® 067723) resulting in four Vii'e froa 1/9, After thin the road was
swept by engineers from 1/9 C¥ (BT 0G3737) and a wine - nzinting of

18 pounds of 18 peunds of TRT and an eletrical detonator was discovered
and dlown in plass.at cecrdinatas (BT 063737), These minas o laced
some time after 27.400H, The imfuntry along with the onpginocera observed
tos VC at a distance of about 400 seters and opened fire, hitting one,
The area was not physieally checkad,
The
the

1/9 CP (BT 068717), Cempany "D*, 34 Tank Battalion C* (4T 008717),
1/0 OP (BT 073708), the water yoist (BT 071701), and the suuply
peint (BT 071708) did net hewe sy sostact with the VC, lowever, three
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: mv;du of mertar fire s-...’tu upnréxmuly $00 meters to the mewrth
“of the Company *B", 3d Tank Bn CP,

At S80005R Battery "D (BT 083680) received 12 rounds of memi-automatie
vifle fire from an estimated four VC;, The fire was at o distance of

wm meters and frem the souwth and east, Fire wag returmed and the VC

¥

\

N

‘breke sentast at 280000, Thete wvere »e losses,

A squad freg Cempany "C" lesated at the Prench bunker (T 081697) re=
esived 10 sounds frem ene carbine and one mutematic weapou from the -
southwest at a distance of 73 metérs, Pire was returned and the VC

broke cemtact, This mstion began at 2800151 and. ended at 280038lie

Nere were ne sasmalifes, ' i

Company "A", losated at ecerdinates (B? 002668), ‘.\neelved 10 rounds of

- earbine fire frem several direstions frem approximately four VCq The

firiag began at 280030H and eided at B80043H without lossea on efther
side, \

These last three astions aye M“m‘ to hawve dinﬁtoam in nature amd
intended to harress asd divert our attentiong '

A% 2801158 the 34 Plateon, Company "B* left the 1/0 CP with three tenks
and preceeded to coordlu‘u (BT 088698) to set up an amhuah in an attempt
te Block the VC, A¢ 200380H the platoen patrolled to (DT 084703)
appretonding four YO8y They thes proceeded to TAN AX (1T 084887) then
south to (BT 097680) where they fired om three boats sinking one, The
xqtm presesded bask te the 1/9 CP witbeut further incident, and arrived

At 2804485 Cempany "A" “'f“‘h“ ita 3d Platoon to join its patrel,
Hemer 27C, at coerdinates (B? mt)x and them weve to coordinates

(7T 094685) and oseupy Blogking positions while the 3d i‘latoony Company "0"
searched TAN AN (BT O04687)¢ Twe tanks attaciied to the blocking feres
sbeerved three beats off the esast and breught fire on them, ainking two,
No other sontact wys made and the platoocn returned to its CF at 2806150,

The Stus Mertar Platesn fived mesmal WAL fires betSeen 278000H and
280030 at which time fire was intensified, HR was fired in crid squnres
(BT 0870), (BT 0470), (BY 0¢71), (BT 0571), (DT 0371), and (DT 0473),
IMlunination was fired is grid sqwares (¥7°0870), (nT'0871), (B 06V2),
(BT 0672), (BT 0871), (BT 0670), (BT 0ue9), (BT 0770), (BT 0771),

(8T 0772), (BT O871), (BY oovo)h:na (BT 0769), Illunination expenditure

vas 63 younds and NR Light was reunds, All fire missions sesured
at 280815H,

Battery "D% 2/18 fired 115 MR aad towe flluninatica younmds bDetween
272100l and 280800H, NE was fired {a grid squares (BT O542), (RT 0861),
(92 0cs1), (BT O768), (BT 0761), (IT 0801), (BT 1061), (i 1962,

(92 1101), (37 1188), (BT 1863), (BT t861), (PP 1382), (BT 0869) und
(37 0870), Ill-ln:in was fired ia grid square (BT 0070) :

2 o [ o—c |
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A flayre ship vas on statfien betwess 2801308 and 2808152 and previded
esdtipucus illuminationy Am AD arvived over the TAOR at 280230H and i
still on station, He reseived heary small aywms fire over TAK AN (BT

¥ OBAGET) at 200330H, Frem S800S00R te 2804008 twe FUB's were on atatien
bet pere not employed, Helisepters for the MedBvas of 44 ¥IA from
i were previded hy NWUP, » .
Priendly casualtios tetaled ¢we K1i, snd 80 WIA while the VC lest
19 KIA, four POV (Vii), smd twe peasidle VIA,
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MEDIGAL ow;rn
Marine Aircrafy geewp S‘ oen
1ot -Maring Airosdt Wing FMFPac
a/o FPO San Francisco
96E0)

4 ~ ‘mRe/in
30 October 1965

Tt

Fran:  Madical Offiver, MAG-16
TO: CnAo KO\IHQ, Lta Coln uw 2

Subj: Activities of Mide16 Mispensary the morning of Z8 October
15655 report of i

1. 4t approximately 9683, 28 Ucteber 1965, f£irst charges were heard
caming from the area of the flight lines The dispensary lights were
secured and all hospital corpmman, dentalmen, the Chaplain, Medical
Gfficers, and ward patients wews 4n the bunker shortly thereafter,
The first ambulance departed the dispensary at 0015 with three corps-
men and procgeded to the BAS; HMS hanger and the VMO-2 lins ares.

2. The second group of corpsmen and an smbulance daparted the diapep~
sary area five mimtes later. .

3« By 0030, the first Marine casualties arrived and they contimied
arriving for one and one-half hours, The final count of those wound-
ed in action from MAG=16, twenty-five, and those killed in action, three.

ke 4 total of seven wounded V.C. were sean and treated. Four of these
vere subsequently transferred via smbulance to the ARW Hospital, DaNang
Air Base, ™

5. By 0330 all casualtiae had been air evacuated to "C" Mad and no
others wers received &t this facility,

Z«Re CAIR
LT MC USKR
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