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• 1 T NARRATIVE 
1 December 1965 .• . ) 

~16l ~ (U) TWo flights vere laUnched for reconnaissance missions 
in the Danang TAOR. Both flights reoeived small arms fire. Suppres"!' 

... ,'" sion fire vas returned at (AT 010646) and one Viet Cong was probably 
"rounded.. Immediately after breaking COllt~ct, one aircraft lIl8.de a 
precautionary landing into I$ Railbird because of an eng:lne ~:l'~lilP warn­
ing light indication. Miintenance check was cOlllp'l"r~e and fligirG con.,. 
tinned on mission.. The other flight called artillery fire into 
(AT 959603). Fire 8~ppre~sion wa~ returned. Neither flight received 
any damage. 

Four flights were flown in logistic support of the III MAY. These 
flights were in support of the Ninth Mirines; Third Mlrines and Third 
Battalion Fourth Marines. 

Six command liaison flights flev to Marble MOUntain in edministrative 
support of various III MAF units. Four Vietnamese doctors, two nurses 
and four technicians were taken to Quang Trifrotll Hue to conduct . a day 
long clinic at an orphanage. 

Increased enemy· movement reports from the intellig~~e section had 
this squadron launching two night reeonnaissanoe fligh'ts over the Phu 
Bai airfield and TAOR. . 

The orpl'lMage of Kim Hong, 100a ted in the 01 ty of Hue, WEt ~ present ad 
'Wi th various comfort 1 tems donated by ~16l. I\mong the 1 terns ",ere 
t'Wo electric hair clippers, underwear, mater1al~ towels, thread ~~n 
needles. 

~263 .' (U) Normal commitments for th~s month remain the same as 
for November. These include daily III M~F support, 3rd and 9th Mar­
ine suppOrt, and oceasional I Corps supporte The night dispersal has 
been continued with the same freclUenoy as during the month of Novem­
ber. In support of I Corps, 54 VN military ann VN civilians 'Were 
lifted from Hoi .An to CPT 055355), 9 US military, 306 VN mll~tary and 
12 VN e~ vilians were lifted from (M 1151.35) to (ZC 0(6092) (Celi1 Due). 
Small anna fire was received and returned from (ZC 1209) with .110 hits. 

HMM-36, - (U) Two escort missions of note 'WEIrs those for Senators 
MCGOVERN .~ TONERS. They. 'Were given tours 01' the installations in 
the Danang and Chu I.a1 complexes. Mij. H. '01. STEM)MAN and lstLt. 
lIT. A5mS flew to I1uang Ngai where they received the Vietnamese Cross 
of G!Lllantry with Silver and Bronze stars respeet1 vely, for their 
parts in the assault on H1ap D'.lC, 18 November. GEmeral LAM of the 
ARVN Second Division presented the decorations. 

VM)..2 - «(1) Cb the First day of December the Squad~Oll provid~ es­
cort tor Tar~Bh aircrart during an unsuccessful attempt to recover 
an If-.34 hulk from (BT 054718) w~ere it had been dropped by an H-37. 

'!be Mad Evac aircraft performed four missions, evaC1.1titing three US 
sick and one US wounded. 
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. H&MS-16 .:. () VIP lift: "dmira1 U. S. QttCN' SHARP J MOEN WALT and 
party from Danang to Cbu Iai to Phu &.i to Danang. 

2 December 1965 

HMM-l61 - (u) lUl morning flights were cancelled because of low 
clouds and reduced visibility in' rainshowers. 'l'he af"(;e:':'1100n i:;::l:edule 
c0:.1sisted of administrative and logistical SUpport cf the II! H;'\F 
t;J'.::hth t:he Phu BaJ TAOH. An administrative flight in suppc)l"'t of the 
J.i.n :l?7!J DiV'lsion carried 10 civilian from Quang Tn (YD 340540) to 
It.:.,>. fused on 100a1 intelligence reports, the night reconna1.s3anca, 
J"'~~igh~ ~.,as lau-TJ.ched for surveillance of the Phu Ba1 TAOH and ii:1rfieldo j 

No enenw actin ty was observed 0 , 

VlD-2 ., (U) en the second of December a night reconnaissance ·..me 
l'12.de of the beach area from Danang to Hoi An. 

J DecElnber 1965 

BI'-1M~161 - (n) A reS"J,pply to B9. Long from Oa I;u tWice was attempted 
btJ :?. :1:'l1ght of eight aircrafto Each attempt was thwarted by low 
ct)lHr:g~ and reduced i!isib~J.i ty. The minitn'Qrn ceiling and vi~i bili ty 
:)i:jf) :.'3!L1Ced to 200 ~:';;)9t and one quarter mile. With no forecast wea­
t~lOj:" iJlprcVemG:.lt, Jl.il'le mission was cancelled. 

Q:}1':1 flight of t:,{o aircraft on a reconnaicssnce mission with an aeria:l 
O;jrJA~I.'V9'.:" aboard j·,gceived f:h'e from (AT 968655) in the Danang TIlOR 
1}n.:Li .. El investigat:1.11g a group of personnel at 200 feet altitude. One 
ralmd penetrated tIle aircraft "iiailp:rlono The fUgb't was continued 
without further incident. 

The Third Marines were supported ~ two aircraft in various administra­
tive and logistical flights to subordinate units for the entire day. 

The night reconnaissance flight was launched for observation of the 
Fhu Ba1 airfield and TAOR. No unusual occur~nQ,;S 'were noted. 

HMM-263 - (C) 10 MedEvacs, 5 VN mill tary, 5 US military were lifted 
from "C" Mad to 8th Aerial Port, 2nd LAAM :en received the support of 
2 helicopters for drone pick-up at Chu lai. 2 tons of cargo (2 drones; 
and 7 US military were lifted. 

VMO-2 - (U) On three Deoember the MedEvac escort aircraft crashed 
south of Danang airfield while engaged on a pre-dawn mission. TLlere 
were no injuries to personnels and the accident was attributed to 
djsorientation in marginal weather conditions. Yaintenance personnel 
were flown in to disassemble the aircraft, and it was lifted back ~o 
MMAF by Junlonan with a Deadlock eS~0r~ .. 

MedEvac aircraft performed six missions, evacuating six US WIA, one 
US KIA, one US injured, one civilian vJIA, and three civilian KIA. 
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4 December 1965 

HMM-16l - (0) An emergency resupply to the ARVll outpost of :sa Long 
(YD 152400) from the loading zone at Ia Vang (YD 342507) was accom­
plished despite extremely poor weather in and around the '131" ~lg area. 
E::ght aircra.ft w-.l th 4 A4 and 2 F4 escort airCl"aft depar;lied Ia ifa...'I'lg 
~~d repeatedlY entered the vall91 under adverse weather cunaitic~s. 
O:;:,~~i]?~9d Viet Cong positions werlil located at (yD 195397) which 'is on 
'\:h·..iI ,.,estern side of the river at the mouth of the valley. S:l.:l!: flights 
"!2re Ii::::-:C'.9 into the valley. Each time a. d1ffer94"lt entry vas utilized 
a3 the ~16athor was constantly changing. At times, the fl1g}1'GS of fOU!" 
aircraft had to fly a column formation to enter or depart the valley 

"j'1..1·Oug:'l a small break in the weather'. Each flight of four opera'!;ed 
i:1.1ependently of' each other but cQnstantly ad-;.1.sed the other cf their 
rt,'l,at:t;,'s pos:tt:1on in the area. At times, one flight would hold out­
c.:lde c-:":' ·t;he 7Rl1ey ·~;.nti1 other flights were clear of the ridge lines. 
G:l tho :;':2.J:l;ial 1a::liillg at Ea Long, the marine adviser passed the Viet 
G.ng :;:'0:-:i":i1on to 'the flight of helicopters, who in turn relayed the 
J:-j~:':;)r!l:a:ti()n to the escort aircraft, Oxvood 14 •• 1. The escort aircraf"t 
:~a~ a strike missio::1 on this pos~tion. At times, it vas necessary to 
');:'.'T'?·1;e at 300 feef. or lees because of the existing weather condition~10 
O:rj.:):)G. 14~·1 demonsi:;cated 2, highly professional ability and excepticm2.'l 
(':"'_,:;::8 on ttin st:.;:l.:ke. VoJ.untar1ly, this flig:,"t en't'3red and remai~(Y': 
:';n ./te valley \:l'1.der extremeJ;y- hazardous conditions, escort:lng the buJ.:L~ 
C'):fYi:i6l"fJ /) :t.'I'l S'Wi1"!la.ry, the eight aircraft flew 95 sorties, carr:ted 
5I, 95~ po,.mds of nrJ.ch needed cargo and 119 troops into the valley. J"}U 
::.li~h'li helicop'Gey- and f1_xed liang support crews demonstrated superb a~":,'~ 
:nd...'"ldhip in the a.ccomplis~ent of' this mission. 

Two aircraft, in supper t of the Third B9.ttalion, Fourth Mlrines, lift­
ed a mobile a.lert team into LZ (YD 875054) afte+ the zone ¥as prepped 
by artillary fire. No resistanc~ was encountered. One Viet Cong KIA 
was carried from (YD 907(94) to the Battalion Command Post. 

In support of the Ninth Mlrines, two aircraft with two arme¢! gUnships, 
flew a strike of 75 troops to (BT 047718). The landing was unopposed. 
During a routine supply of other S''Ubordinate unHs, one aircraft re­
ceiVed a small round through the tail p,ylon when comne11ed to opera~e 
at 200 feat because of adverse weather conditions. 

Flight operatiops for the Third Marines were limited because of the 
poor weather cand~tions. 

~263 - (U) I Corps support consisted af resupply of (AT 813390) 
(Nong Son), (AT 875476) (Due Due), a.'1d (B':' 043349) (QQe Son), 4 tons 
Cif cargo, 4 US military, 82 VN rnilita:;::r, 57 VN civilians, and 1 in·: 
military vqA' were lifted. Small e.!,llJ~ fire was reeeived enroute B:~ 
(AT 976517). A recon ml~sion receiveC automatic weapons f'ire from 
(AT 872704), with one hit. 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
HMM-361 - (C) A flight led by Mlj. P. E. BENET eneountered mortar tire, 
exploding at an altitude of 1300 feet, whi~e on a· resupply mission to 
Bato (BS 565330). The weather during this period was genera~ly very 
marginai and hazard~s. Many pilots repo~ted flying vith ceilings as 
low as 300 feet. 

VMo-2 - (C) On four December Med~c ~lrcrart flew three missions, 
evacuating two US WIA, two US injured, and two civilian WIlt. 

5 December 1965 

HMM-16l - (C) Two aircraft on ~ resupply mission for the Ninth Mtrine.s, 
were diverted for a troop lift into an unsecure land~n~ zone without 
escort aircraft. While departL~g the LZ at (AT 968642), the lead air­
craft was hi·t; by small arms fire and had to mak e . an emergency landing 
into LZ 3 (Je: S?266~~)~ The aircraft was r4~ by two 30 cal ... rounds. 
One rl)und entl9j.'6C\ ':1:::.') lower left clamshell door, plssed througl1 the 
magneto ground lee./~;1 severed the number four cyUnder high tension 
lead, severed the i~ner valve oil drain line and lodged in the cooling 
fins. The second round pier;Jed a spar near the rotol' head... Repairs 
were made by the CrSl.oT and a quality control. inspe~tion was performed 
by the maintenance drcraf·t Cl'~w 1,lpon their arr~vale After a short 
check fl1g:i1ll'\jg '3.:r:. Ci.:!:.-·craft returned to Phu Eai. 

The Third Mll":i.:l~S utilized t".J'O aircraft alJ dl:l.Y in various adminis~" 
trative and logiat;'Lcal fl1g!1.ts for subordi.nate units. Two +ocal 
flights were l3.xi(';hed for :;lquadron co-pilot training and fam!1iariza-1;'l.(s~" 
The night reconnaissance flight reported no enenw in or around the I1~u 
Ea.1 TAOR. . 

Protestant church servtces wer~ held in the mess hall at 0900. Chap~ 
lain Leroy E. MUENZlDR of the Third Battalion Fourth Mlrines conducted 
the se~-iceo. Catholic mass was held at 1400 at the Eight R~aGU.Army 
compound" Squadron transportation was furnished for those desiring to 
attend. 

JiMM..263 .,. eU) Drone recovery ms flown at Chu tai in support of 2nd 
LAAM Eno CEl.rgolifted was 3 tons (3 drones) and 24 US militaryo 6 
aircraft scrambled for a strike on (BT 65504;). 76 US military were 
lifted into the zone. No fire was received;;' 

HMM-.361 - (U) Mij. P. E. BENET led a four-plEUle troop lift to aid a 
Marine com~y in trapping a VC unit operating in the vicinity of 
(ST 655045), ~outh of Chu lai. 

VMo-2 - (C) On the fifth day of the month a visual rec;lon of the Danang 
TAOR was flown dur:1ng the hours of darkaesss and the airCraft encototiJi'O·:': 
hostile small a!"lllS :fire from (BT OOS·~5cC) and (ST 012614) at 0500R, 'bc.:t 
no hits were reported. 

lI..edEvao aircraft performed five missions J evacuat1~g three US WIA, two 
US sick, and one US injured. 

- s - r lun 
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6 December 1965 

HMM-16l - (u) Eight aircraft with A4 esco:rt :):!'esupplied the ARVN out-" 
post at Que Son (BT 040349), Nong Son (AT8~5382) and Dai tac (AT 582 ... 
918) from Danang airfielde At Dai la~, the landing zone received mor­
tar rounds durtng the resupply. No aircraft received damage. 

All remaining flig~t~ \fere wi thin the confines of the Phu Pai 'rIiOR 
in support of the TM.rd Ea.tta~on Fourth Mu'ine,sll! 

HMM-263 - (D) USlW 'WaS suppo:rted by launching two airoraft to Quang 
Tri for SAR" Small arms fil'e W(:J received by one UH~)4D flying escort 
en a eIl-37 with no hits for the UH-349 On(l US mil! tary KIA was lifted 
from(BS 786424) to "B" Med at Chu ]:.ai. ' 

VN'J-2 - (C) ~t1rlng the sixth day of the ~onth there was no s~ gn1fican'~ 
acti vl'~y e}'Co7Yi.; t:7):'~ the Med Evac aJroraft performed nine missions, 
evacuating e1.g:lt TID 'vIIA, one US Sick, and one injured plus one ves WIAo 

, DeCrJlll~er 1965 

mlf1,.J.61 - (r:) S1;:1.: a:'!'craft resupplied the ARVN outposts at Tien Phou,: 
(:::rC 1131;7) and KC,m~ Dac ('ZC 090070) from Da.nang airfield. Two sec'tiio:':1s 
of 11.t~S prov;,l1e,l es~o:::'t" No unusua.l incidents occurred throughout t!1e 
fl:J.G:1t 0 

':.':,;0 aircraft car:'::ed a reconnaissanoe pa~rol from (AT 845862) to LZ 
Ji'::'llch o Additional troops and sargo were lift~d from (BT 040648) to 
~.tl.'l' 990678). 

A reconnaissance flight with an aerial observe~ was made into Elephant 
Valley (BT 0.42621). M'tercompletiol,1, the fli~ht resupplied various 
uni ts in the iJanang TAOR from 1Z Fagle 41 

~[~lle conducting a resupply for the Ninth 111r1oe8 out of tz Railbird 
(AT 99~678)~ an overturned boat in the river was observed. Upon in· 
vestigation, a marine wasdisco-vered clingIng to thebca tG A rescue 
'Was made utilizing the hoi~t, but the marine slipped out of the horse­
collar f:::-oni a bout 20 t al ti tVde and dropped. on the ri vel"l ba."lk. The air­
craft l&ndM and mediately evacua'ted the injured ma.rine to "On Med. 
The flignt then cantinu~d with it's assigned mission. 

Two flight were launched for night reconnaissance of the Phu Ba1 ai~­
field and T40~. Numerous low passes 'N'ere made in the vicinity of th e 
airfieJl; utilizing the aircraft landing ligh~ .. in an attempt to loca'lj<;l 
enemy patrols suspected in the al"ea" No 1.ll1us".lal activity was noted" 

~-}-26;\ - (Uy 193 1:'S m:111tary 'WGr9 :ai'ted from (BT 043723) and (BT 
01,,6718) to (ll':' 992eZS) o?~ a pr'1c:t·;tJ~,y z'eJ;;rogr'ade for the Ninth Marines o 

II to!l(;) of: ca:-go were also l:i.fted. 2nd lltJ'Jl-! :an was supported by 2 
aircraft whicn lifted 30 US military from iv Fa to (~ 052150).' 

-6- 2 
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VMO-2 - (') The squadron conducted a search for the victim of an 
,overturnecV boat in the vic+ni ty of (BT 043723), without suQeess. the 
aircraft used it's rotor wash to return the boat to shore. 

The Med Evac aircraft performed four mis~ion~, evacuating 4 US WIA. 

8 December 1965. 

HMM-161 - (U) Ten aircraft launched on an emergency mission in support 
of Harvest Moon. Flight leader briefed by MAG-16 8-3 uPon arrival at 
Varble Mountain. The mission consisted of two waves of troops and 
cargo from 'l'am l\Y(Br 320215) to (BT 122351). Helicopter escort was 
provided by A4 aircraft wn11e inbound to the landing 'zone, sporadic 
small arms fire was received from (BT 105352). No suppression fire 
was returned e No hits were receivede 

Two aircra:N cond7.'l.c'tied a reconnaissance n4ssion from LZ Kiwi vith an 
aerial obseI"'1a:,~ sonth of the Danang TAOR in the vicinity of (BT 1060)0 
~31ief aircraft conducted a reoonna1ss~ce throughout Elephant Va11e,y 
to F~ppy Val1e.Y (AT 8085). . 

ThE! Third M:L"":1ne~ ntUized two aircraft fqr the entire day in logistio, 
re~onn~issrolee and administrative flights for subordin&te units in and 
a:,,~oi1nd the D:3.::.'t';Jg '!'AORo 

Four aircraf'(; ooper-a ted :f.n the Phu Bai TAOR in suppo:rt. of the Third 
a'l'~~'c':b.()::, 'Foill·~,.L ihrines i:r;t troop lift, resupj:ly and reoonnaissance 
m1ssi~uso . 

The night airborne Teconnai~sance flight reported no unusual occurrences o 

IfMM...263 .... (S) USAF waseupported by launching two aircraft to Quang Tri 
for ~Ro ! Corps received 2.5 tons of ~mergency ammunjtion at (BT 104-
337)0 5'mal.l arms fire was received on the a.pproach and in the zone, 
resultinG in two hits •. nn aircraft recovering a drone f'or III ¥.A:F re­
ceived firefr6m (13T 065976) with no hit~, recovery was completed. 

P.MM-361 - (0) 

Elements of the fifth Regiment, ~cond ARVN Division had been overrun 
in 15 minuteR by an estin:n:ted JGWO batta.lions of VC main ferce troops 
when MaJo A. H. ELOOM'~ section was called in to evacuat~ casualties. 
/{ total of 41 troops were evacuated Under fire, The ARVN force had b"'n:i:l 
setting up a blooking pas! tion for 1:;he Harvest ~on CaJDpaign when the;)" 
made contact with t he Viet Conge 

VMo-2 - (U) 0.1 the eigth day of De~':(lr.be:- the tempo picked up some'W'ha::; 
when tiro UH~ln8 performed H'''. armed reconnaissance in support of an In{~'N 
tIl1:tti in ~he v::.c:lnit-.l of Chau. Due (BT 085342)c The aircraft made rocke'~ 
and macr.J.negtu.'l runs on attacking VC., iJ9.f'oAge estimates were unavaila"ole.) 

I 1 R 
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The aircraft then evacuated four Mirinas and one ARVN who were surrmmded 
b.1 enem,y troops. The airc~ft encountered no hostile fire although many 
VC were evident around the zone" For this reason, the pilot of tbe lead 
aircraft, Mlj. James E. GILLIS, received the Silver Star Medal from· the 
Commanding General of FMF Facific. 

Two UH-iEs fired rockete and machineguns on VC at (BT 122351) on th~ 
request of Iurical 6. No damage estimate was available. One UH-IE 
gunship escort carried General HENDERSON to the battle ares. (BT 160-
410), lifted seventeen troops between points in the area; later carried 
Ge:leral WALT ~o ~·bserve operations in that area, and in the ,)O'Qr6~ of 
flying these missions, the escort received one hit from small arms fire, 
probably from the vicinity of (BT 143358). There was no injury to the 
crewo 

ltrr aircraft enroute to III M[F for standby duty encountered one round 
of small arms fi~e from (AT 99~760)" . 

Fourteen l1Bd Evac missions Were performed, evacuating three US injured, 
t'qC A.R\lJ ielIA, two ARVN injured, four more uS WIA, one US KIA, four more 
.ll.R'ji·y ~':;TJl, one VCS 1.rIA, and two VC~ KIA, and transferring one US WIA, 
aDd 'hm AR'VN WIA from "C" M3d to o.ther pointe within the Danang Air 
E:-tE' 3 a 

9 DeC'3~r}cn' 1965 

~,:;tJ~'16? -, (U) ~e·,e~ aircraft ill support of Harvest Moon conduoted a 
'li:t'DOP lif-" of the ?hu'd. ~dl'le Battalion Third Varines and Second Bat-.. 
hlfon Seventh Msrine fro)ll LZ Oak (BT 154450) to Quang Tin (BT 045348) 
and LZ Spruce (BT 012325). Escort was proVided byF4 aircraft. Small 
arms fire was received from (BT 010305) •. Two aircraft received hits 
but no personnel were injured. No 'suppression fire was returned. This 
flight logged 98.6 fligM hb'.lrs and 30'7 sorties. j2,775 pounds of car­
go am 508 troops were lifted. 

Two airc~aft were launched for a Medical Evacuation at the ARVN out~ 
post of !tshua (YO 49()"'840). The cloud bases were lesa than 100 feet .. 
above the ground so the flight climbed up and navigated above the 
existing weather. tocating a break in the overcast, the flight pene­
trated 1nto the valley" The existing weather was beyond possible 
navigati0n cap1.bilities so the mission was not completed and the flight 
returne~ ·to Phu Bai. 

Ten aircraft were scrambled by MAG-16 for a pr1ori~ night standby in 
tz Oak (BT 153450) in support of operation "Harvest Moon". Two air-­
craft remained at LZ Oake The remainder of the flight returned to 
M3.rble YJOuntai11 for standby" EnroU'be from Phu Bal to LZ Oak, the 
fl:1ghJ:; 7.'ecei"'!ad amaJ.1 arn.r:> '~racer fire f;.:'Ol!l (BT 003615) and (BT 13?-
559). !;o aircraft oj,"' peroo!)nel recQlved hits. 

Ona air.craft was airborne for the night reeonnaissanoe pat~ol ot the 
Fhu Bai TAOR. No unusual ID@Vements were detected. 

-8-
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HMM-263 - (u) l·1hi1e sul'porting MAG-16 on a lift from lwhrble Mountd~ 
Air Facility to (m 224310), small arms fire was received fram (BT 320 
306) with no hits. rn supl'ort of l Corl's' and III MAP' while lifting 
39 VN military, 230 US military and 1 ton of cargo, small arms fire 

was received from (BT 020345) and (m 123352) with two hits, resulting 
at both locations. Continued support of III MAF in O:pr;lrations If Harvest 
¥;Q.:n" by lifting 11 US military KIA, 30 US military loIIA$' 1 us civilian, 
lC7 US military, and 2~5 tons of cargo. Small arms fire was reoeived 
from: {!~~ 165450 with 2 hits, (M 125300) with one hit, (BT 148456) with 
r.O hits" and (BT 117517) with no hits.. Automatio fire and aerial mortars 

were reco:i"ved from (BT 112405) and (BT 1l7317) with several hits resu! t:1J:t..g 0 

it creloT chief was wounded on ap~Qach .to (BT 117316) on a night MedEvac .. 

El-lM-361 - (0) The first strike flow by mp..K-361 on Harvest ~on was led 
b~;' L'hCol .. L. F. CHILDERS.. A total of 244 lhnerican and 42 ARVN troops .' 
Y;'E"!"e lifted by six a:lroraf~ in 122 sorties. Fire was received in all 
z~nes and one t'l.ircran was hit. The squadron was also active in resup­
plTJ.ng the 3trik9 foroes. The elemen.ts involved were from the Fourth 
?'fig:'i.me;Y:>J Second AR"v1~ Division and Mlrines of the Se~ond Batta.lion, 
8G~;-O~":':j~1 M:i:rines e 

V"}'~J<:; ." (0) On nine December the squadron vas committed to Operation 
W(~·.!·T''3f.l'G M.)on rt to the south of Danang. It prov:1ded two tJH..IEs for eoY""~ 
n:~tr:( :l'~:;:,cra:'i; a..:.d e~cort ror General HENDERSON. One tm-lE acted as 
:l~AC (Ie') ±'or the ope,:'~tion and also expended its ow ordnan¢9 on va a-1; 
:']T n0315) and (BT 0833) after receiving small arms fire in that area.~ 

Eo hitd were rece:'_7ed. Two UH-1Es performed visual recon for target:: .. 
b :~;:le area and made rocket and machinegun rune at VC at various po:Ln':';D 
in the vicinity of (BT 0932).,. The lead aircraft then attempted to pel'­
form a. MedEvao mission in the rte1nity of (B'I' 1231) bUt encountered .. 
heavy fire from the area of the LZ and crashed •. The pilot, Major 
Donald P~ILLY, died of wounds received, and tre ·other three crew mem~ 
bers W9':~9 injured 1.n the crash. Mij or' REILLY was recommended for the 
Nt,~ Cross, posthUffiou.slyo '.The A/e was ordered destroyed ar.d the crew 
menibe!-s were brought to 'toiarehouse 14 Lima CP for later evacuation. 
One UH-1E fl~ to the area and spent the night providing escort for 
Mad Evac missiona by UH-34 aircraft in the a't>ea. 

An escort UH-:tE fpr Gen~ WAtT flew a Mad Evae for twelve ARVN WIA in 
the vic:ini ty of (BT 0832) 8 

10 December. 1965 

HMM-161 - fc) E:l.ght independent missions were now in support of 
operation "Harvest Moon" by the aircraft that were launched to LZ Oil\: 
OIl the p:::'eviolls night. 'l'he two airoraft that remained in LZ Oak were 
la1:!lChod 011 tvo medical e""'sC"Jations dur:1ng the n1gbt.. Neither pid:", 
up ZOllSU wer;:: seeuT'O" "1:1::::l sm (y,rercssi. night, navigation wss diffil~'~;lte 
Fe.(lh ~"O:,oar.!l was li1'lde torI th all na-v.tgaticr.l1a:i. lights secured. Pickups 
were moe at CST 123319) and (B'l' 0493:;.4).. EnemY ground fire was re­
ceived in both approaches, but no hits were received. A total of 5 US 
W'IA were lifted to "C" Med. . 
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Two aircraft were laun9hed to Quang Tri (YD .335530) to assume 'the SAR 
north mission.. No launches occurred out of the area .. 

One airoraft fl~w ~~oort for a GH-J7 that wa~ to ~ift a downed ua-34D 
from (aT 015321) to Marble MJ~lta1~. The downed airQraft was not pro­
perly prepared for th~ lift, eo Qoth aircraft carried supplies to tz 
Oak.. . .. 

T'r:o a :h>~rart flew c~oy escort f)"om the Danang TAOR south along High­
;,tay 1 '[:0 (A'l' 999705) • Two additional ail"craft eS~or'~ed anothel" convoy 
£·:;."'om t::o TAoa ,to tZ· Oalt. . . 

Two aircrat~ ~aunched on a medical evae pick ... un at (BT 049~14). The 
coord;lnt1:~e~ wex:e one mile off l.ocation. Tn ~ear(lh1ng for the correct 
zo~e, the flight rece1ved automatic weapons f~re from (BT 040273 l .. 
K') hits wel'e :r'eceiv~d. After looatL"lg the limdipg ~one, 7 US 1.J'lA were 

. . 

F':i:ve nJ.:~c!:afi.; c~dl.i.cted an emergEplcy' resupply iTem the ARVN pos~t!on 
a'l; (~'I' 06:::581) to f.,Z Spruce (BT 040358). Two M aircraft proyided 
eSG:)f'(;" Included among the resupply vasa ~~"'1,lrP lift of vtetJ}amese 
'/' r:,:)i: a'1.d children to (BT 065 S81) • ., .. . 

Y.],'.:::- !llinsioi:,(1 lfrere :L'lct'-4l in support of the Th!rd Fattal10n F~rth 
~l''12';(\i-fJ in '~te Pbt:. Ba:l regiona Logist;1cal,administrat1ve, recon·. 
:;1,:;.:1D~i.lD:;'3!l and l:la:t;.:on flights were conducted. The Under··Secreta~r· 
0·(: :,l?-lYY a::ld part:? ::,econnoi~ered the Phu l3a1 TAO~ and were than flown 
"i.:o '~{'le IJI MAF Headquar-Ge!'s. 

Two flights conducted a night reconnais~ance of the Phu Bai TAOR. No 
E".nerrw actl vi ty was 0 b~e",ed •. . 

fDrJM-26.3 ,. (U) In f1upport of Opera1;;ton "f1a:rvest Moon", one US lllil1tanr 
Wll~., 1vbm8nt J, was ·i;a.ken from(l3T l40450) tollC" Med. One· US m!litary 
1.-JIlt was <,tlso taken i'i'om (B'r 082296) to "C!' Med. Heavy automatic weapons 
fire was received in the p1ck .... .lp zone l!e8u1'i~1ng iP numerous hits for 
both aircra!to 305 tons of cargo, 35 U$military, and 5 US civ1li~s 
WGre also lifted in support of Operatio:p. "Harvest Moon". 2nd LAAM En 
was suppo!"ted by l:J,fting ... 5 tons of ea,+'go and 42 US mili tary ~ 

m,f}~361 '" (C) Capt .. G, N. BAILEY led two aircraft on a medical evacu­
e/ii:LOll mJ."Jslm to re'tr:1eve n. wounded ARVN at (BT 115345). Upon Imd1,."1g" 
Sg(j 0 G. D. Gi1RRETT J his crew chief J ran across the zone to get the 
1010".:.nded ma."1o The terraiu was rough and fire had be(tn receh'ed 1p the 
area ear:t:1.el"o Subs~q1.lent~ Sgto GARRE':'T gave '~he casualty first aid 
9l1d aOl;~:!"ibu'l;l3d ma.terially towa~d the fJa.V:t<lg of hie lit'9. For his 
Q1xi:;3ta:I~C .. "~~lg e::'i"ol't Sgte G~R.RWI'T was !,9~(Jrmne:l1ded for the Navy Commenda­
t.Jon NiY·o-;lo :::"~le sG119.dror:. :;cri;als fOl· the day weIl9 77 .. 2 hours, 326 
GO:~'i:;ie8~ 74,912 pounds of eaz'go, ~93 pasl;lengers, and ~ med:lcalevacuees9 

V}n·~2 ~ (C) Cll~ ten Deoember tvlQ UH-IEs flew a total or 23,S 1l0l1r~ whHe 
participating in If}tq,r(."estMoon ll .. They ware act:mg as T4C(A) for Condole 
and Oxwood airoraft for several sorties agains~ va t~oops and positions, 
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and made' several rocket and maehinegun runs themselves against con­
centrations of VC, killing and w~~d1ng several. No damage assess­
ment available. They acted as Pathfinder aircraft and flew escort for 
Tarb1.lsh tr?cpl1fts and Med l!.vacs. Several fire missions l(9re now 
in support of Glinnner14~ The tJH..,.l.Es a:+60 performed Mad Evacs to 
assist the H-34 Med Eva~ aircraft, evaquat~lg a total of 13 us WIA. 
DurL"1g the various mission.a hea-vy (melI\1 fire was encoun~e:i"ed by 'the 
a:i.rcraft OIl several occas:l.ons!l the most seve:re beirig 'fl'om (BT 112-302), 
(B'1104296), and (BT 110-300). No Qits were received. 

Que Uf}"lE ac'!:ed as Tile (A) for several air-strikes by Condole and Oxwood 
d1ll"ing a heli1anding at (BT 0742CJ7) and opeI'a'Gionsin the vlc:ln:lty .. 
'£lle aircra.ft ellcOImtered enemy fire from the area and received one i"dt 
f.X"om a 050 caliber mach:lnsgun, wou:ad the c~p:1l6t, Clolo YUNCK. Af1;er 
e7acuat1::lg '~he W:m to LZ Oak, the a:l.rcraft piloted by Mljor YUYKENDAU., 
continued as TAC(A) and ey.~ended its own ormlence on VC positions, 
knocking o"!;,~ !.l.~ least one mort.ar. One more Med Erno was periot"Illed, on 
which a US lo.r:m was carriod from IZ Oak to "C" Mad at Danang. 

Orle UH-IE vd th a UH-IE armed e:'JQol't pe:r:fo~"II1ed rou1:1ne lia~son missions 
ill the Drulang area l' 

In addition to all the activl~y that was taking place in the "Harvef"~' 
II-icon" ope:r·a·~:~.oLal area, the r::t:padrcxl performed five Med Nvac missiO'~sr.' 
evacus:Hn.g one US KIA, f01l1l' WiA, and three US $:!.oke One of '~m sick 
was e'vacua."iied 11<j hoist from a mO".,mtainside with fifty foot trees. 
(AT 823'(53) .. 

11 December 1965 

HMl+-161.,. (cY Tenf),I;I.';x;praft lifted a 105mm Howitzer Batte:r.rfrom (V:~~:, 
(BT 155456) to Que ~ori (BT 040'50) il'1 S'~PpOl't of opera"iiioll "Harvest 
Moon II 0 Durizi.g the 1if'~~ se-;'en aircraft were diverted for emergency 
evat.'Us't:tons from (BT 1554~j6)" Seventeen Mll':i.!le KIA, OllS Vie'~namaee' 
gi:'l KIll, ni119 Ml.rine W:m vlere oarried ,to IiG" Med o UpOl1 completiOl), 
the fligh'~ rej oined the l:1:f,t in progress, 

In support of the Th~rd Pflttal10n Fourth M9.rines, two aircraft carried 
3 Viet Cong KIli and 1 prieonel' :from (YD 8151'"(5) to the ba'ctalion com­
mand posto One compan:; .... raa moved from (YD 81008~.i) to Jehe battalion 
eomznand post-o The 'QutPOfJJGS of H:lll 180 and Hill 225 vere res~pplied 
t'l'i th food l' water, arrmnmitiop and troop~lc ' 

IIMM-26J .... (S) Supported USAF by 1au.'lching 2 aircraft to Q'.leng Tr:t 
£'0J;' BAR., 2nd LAAM En was supported h'; lifting :2 tOllS of cargo and 17 
US mil:l:Lary" Small arms fire was reee::"ed from (BT 5'19165) (Hoi An) 
while f:';:y1ng escort for a CH-47. No hi'cs ,to ljH-34~ 

HW4-·36J .•• (e) Mljor G. M~ SHI}'FLER. 8.11.d Capt. A ,C, HANSEN neva to'~'],l 
o:f 18,,;~ hours and 7B sortias w11:):.1e e'vac'q.a:t:'i.llg 76 casualt:"!-es and l:J.fti!lg 
7 ;200 p01lZlds of cargo. For the f'1.!,Rt t!me, HMfvf..r36!i. aircraft wer$ US,eo 
to esco:::,,'~ trt+ck con7OYS between Danang and the lrHa"a~rt l1oon" area. 
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VMO-2 - (C) On eleven December four UH-IEs partic1.pated in "HElrvest 
MOonn" Two were utilized in TAC(A) roles for several airs trikes b.Y 
Condole and Oxwood aircraft. ]n addition, one of them evacuated two 
US VIA .. Ol~~" Ufl"'l~~ with UH-1E armed escort carried commanders on visual 
recOIlS of front linesdlld performed TAC(A) mission;:! .. 

The assignoti .Med Evac aircraft performed four mis~iolls, evaCUI. M.ng one 
TIS· injured, one ARVN WIA\, alld two uswm, ipadd1ti07l to the 13 US WIA. 
mentioned above. 

12 December 1965 

RMM-161 .- (C) Four aircraft resupplied the ARVN outpost at Tian Phouc 
fJ:·-:,'ffi Danang airfield" '1'\.10 114 aircraft provided escort. EnrOll'he to the 
dr:;p ZOlle! 0119 aircra.ft 1'9:;eived a round througb the main fuel cell. 
Ajl ai1'c1"a:("', -,lare a'!::~e to '1omplete the miss·lon. 

A medical e\Tac was launched in support of the I Corps from Phu Ba1 
to (YD 530290)0 Ehroute weather necessitated low level navtgat1on. 
0;19 AP.vN civilian KIA and one ARVN WIA were carried to Hue hospital~ 

'I".10 airera!":; lifted twenty troops from (YD 821081) to the Third lht .. 
t'llio~ :r'our'~h Marines command post" 

'r-W's EJ_!"Cl'af't were launched at different intervals for night recon ... 
naissaLo8 of' the Fhu Ba1 TAOR., No enslJij'" activity was ObS9NSd. 

Protestant ohurch services were held in the meGS hall at 0900. Chap­
lain LeroY MUENZLER of the Third Battalion Fourth Marines conduoted 
the se~ces. Transportation was provided for catholic persOnnel 
deair~tng to attend ch'srch seI'Vio9s at the Eighth R.R.U. Army compound. 

HMH ... 26;: - (U:' A11-hoII'atic ~Je!1pon$ t:J.re vas rec~iveq from (m 075394) 
wh:Ue 8T:ppor'li:tng MACir~16, no hits.. 2 US military WIA were lifted from 
(B'f 140450) to flC" l-Ied o Small arms fire received from (BT 2235.3Q) with 
no hitso 7 US mili'~ary WIA and 2 VN miUtar:,. WIA were also lifted from. 
(BT 140-'450) to "C" Mad. Small arms fire was received while escorting 
a trulJk eonvoy from Hoi An to Danang a·t (m 038618) resulting in one 
11:~-~ .. Slrsl1 arms fire was r.eeeived at (BT 107412) with no hits. 2nd 
LHI.M R::. ~('eceivr3d the support of 2 aircraft for range sweei) and lifting 
-:L'? US J!1.:U:l tary ~ 

"\ry,!'j.,·2 - ro) Twelve December; four UH-IE (armed) aircraft performed TAC 
(...'i..' and escort mission on operation "Harvest Moon". They aoted as TAG (,':.) 
fo!' several airstrikes by ?ondole and Q~ood, B.nd for several trooplH'·~f.l, 
wl::ri.le p:,;,r.7:1di:~\s esco:::-t for troopUfts and resupply miss1 ons and fo:.." a 
slo,.r Hol1 ca.-:;':"cry on .~rat:!otl&l Route 1" Jir.otheI' lJH-IE with armedes(jo!"'~ 
f'lcii visual :ceGon o:? roads 1..n the area for engineer units and carried. 
Genora:;. 'V7A.LT on viS'!:,-J.l recon of the a":"ea of operations,Two tJH-1Es 
were a.ssigned to etandb,v during the night at 1Z Oak. 
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General CARL flew to Que Son and the flHarvest Moon" area of operations. 
The Alc enccnmtered light small arms fire in the Qije Son area, and ·re­
ceived one hit through the rotor blade., No seriO'ij.s damage res~·bed, 
a nd the aircraft continued an its mission. 

13 Dece~ber 1965 

HY\1 .... 16J. - (~) 1\ section of aircraft in support of the Ninth Mirines, 
operated in the Danang reg~on conducting resupply and reconnaissance 
mL:lsions for subordinate units. /mother section duplicated this mis­
sIon in support of the Third Ml.rines. 

F3.79 lIIissions were conducted in support of operation "Harvest Moon". 
'i'f4<>:::tty-"ii.1"..ree US WIA vere lifted from LZ oak to Bearnat (LP&-8). Nine 
UE' IJY- ·vl01'e o,rc,(!U8,ten from eBT 085288), (M 043297) and (BT 140298) 
t(; VI. Or-lk o ]I,:t ARVN' '~;roop 1:lrt was made from !ZBirch (sr 040380) to 
tile c:t ty o:~ i1:JJ. An (BT Jl;Jf575). Included in the 11ft were two v§! , .. ' 
ch1:!.ia:::ts li:L1to It resupply and troop lift was conducted from LZ Oak 
(;J'~ J'.';(450) to (DT 129286). 

'r[{O a:i,r'<~ra:?t!) \4th four sections of 1\4s, relief on station, resuppl:f.ec'1 
t;J3 Cp0c:).al For.ces Ot~tposts of Ha Thanh CBS 380695) and Tra Bong· (ES 3!~:l·· 
S ~L'} ::"j"om D8.:18::: g airfield. 

'7\.r;; SE:lc:':j:l.OOD of a.ircraft supported the Third Battalion Fourtb Mlrlnac 
~-,}t~e nJU Bal TAOR. The "Hu.."1ter-Killerri team was 1a'lOl'lched" No un­
u3'ual movements were noted. Hll1 225 (10 848087) and Hill 180 (YD 8:>5 •• 
133) were resupplied. 

m.M-263 - (U) Euring a recon of the TAOR small arms fire 'WaS received 
froin ~Bl' 056640), and (BT010680) with no hits resulting •. Tn, support 
of Ope:r'e:~:1.on flHarve.rti Moon", one US millta.ry WIA was lifted from (m 
l-";'Of;.5C; '::0 r:G~: Med.] 8 va were lifted between em 1122'n) and (BT l40-
4~jJJo :;;VCs were ts,kon to DanangC! 2.5 toni;) of cargo <;.;'O:'e lifMd f:rom 
(Br 140~.50) to (BT 044347) (Que Son). 55 US milHary were also lifted 
to variouBcoordinates during the d~~ 

\~~2 - :P) On the 13th day of the month two tJH..1Es sent to JH.ep Due 
f'):;,~ escc.~'h of ARVN H-34s ~""9re di'i7erted to sii!e of downed A/e (m 202-
4;}?) fo:~' '':'1,lpp~~,,,t of g.:'OUl1C: 'h'oops, eseort of recovery aireraf"li, and TAC­
V) in ;·;:J.PPOl"C of the reco'?ery operationC! 'They controlled several aiZ'":­
sb,'ikes b:r Oxwood on S"Jspeoted VC poal tions in the area, a1ao expendir.l@: 
thdr o~,;n ordnance. The aircraft enccr~tered small arms fire from v:t:j.,~ 
1G.ge at (T'T 2Q34(5), but with no hits received. Several small buildL:3'.::; 
wOJ:"e de2~:t"oyed~ and 1 US WIJl vas. evacua.ted from the area. 

T'~_') d';' :':.'.:'on p:"ovided escc::'t for Pedro in search for downed aircraf'~ (~.~ 
(.;:",' 2c.,l'~";-)). '·,LWO u:.FJ,EB p~,'ovided COV8r fOl" dO'W!led CUp Clon aireraf'G at 
(R.' 275~;5i;;5), alld the:1 performed a visual reco:n of 1Z (m 050250) and 

TAG (it) for Dixie D:!r:'8r. They controlled four air.strikes in. the vicinity 
of (BT 016270), and also expended their ow ordZl.81 ce. sma,1l!U'!n~ fire 
wae encountered by the aircraft in the vicinity of (M' 020282), (B'l' 025 .. 
260) and (m 016278), but no hits were received. 
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The Med Evao aircraft performed four mission, e-m.cuating two US sick, 
two US injured, two US WIll, one VCS KIA, and one VCS W1Jl. 

14 December 1965 

~161 - .(U) Six aircraft condu~ted a night resupply from LZ Oak to 
(DT 002222). The aircraft were direoted into the LZ by means of two 
lJc.::ld-held flashlights. Small arms fire was rece!. ved from (BT 153452). 
:~r.k oJ: proper zone lllarking caused the resupply to be incomple·l;ed. 

tt.:L9 secJcion of' aircraft in support of' the Ninth Mu-ines conducted a 
~0aflet drop in the area of (AT 9967). Civil affairs material was 
:iJlted from (BT 017684) to (ET 9r166i~).. Additional, resupply and admin­
:;f:':'~!'at:17e sorties were conducted for subordinate 1,In:1tsQ 

Nu:;:'JJIa::' l"'8sllpply and reconnaissance missions were conduct.ed :lnsupport 
0:::' the '1'2::\'.1.'0 ·.j;.l·~ta::":'~.on FOt.'r'th Mlrines in the Phu &i TAGR. 

1.Tj\1C',,<2 .• (n) On the 14th of the month, tvo HIleys acted as TAC(A) for 
Sc.f .;-('lral 30:11' strikes in the Harvest Moon area of operations, by Condole 
('.ne :l:-r,mCld in support of trooplifta to (BT 000-230) and other LZe in 
·~.1:8 "'";:L(~!nit~7 ~ 

If'rr,.:;SL '" ~ r: :: N:'.n 9 aircraft, with three sections of' A4s, l"elief' on 
f:;:e:i;:l(J.'..!.~ resuPi?lied the ARv"'N outposts of Dai lac (AT 918579) and Nong 
Scm (le' 812391) from Danang airfield. Eight aircraft resuppl:ted the 
ARVN outposts of ..:'i..4e SQ."l (BT 045.350) from Danang airfield. 

In suppor.t of operaJ,;;ion "Harvest Moon", two aircraft made a night Med 
E~7!tc o~C' one "C"3 WIA f:r-om (BT 075243) to IZ Oak. 1! flight of four air ... 
("l'~ft (; )i.";.ctuc'~6d m.l armrun1:bion resupply frolll LZ Oak to (BT CY'"I42M..). 

In the F'hu Eai TAOR} two aircraft evacuated one Nung WlA from. the out­
post at Ashua (YO 449840) to the ARVN hospital in FIr .. e. Ammunition 
was can'ied to a patrol in the vicinity of Ashua.. The Th:trd Battalion 
FClurth iv!J.:":":lnes outposts of 11111 180 and Hill 225 were resupplied with 
r~,od, wo. ter, amintm:):~icin atld fresh t!'oops,-, 

};,\1-l-26j -. (rr) In S'.1pport of Operation "Ha!"Vest Moon", 2.5 tons of 
:3}t~.11(J:·? r01.mds WEll'e takell from. (BT 140450) to (BT 044347) (Que SOIl)" 
~~G US D:Ui tary, and 5 VN military were also lifted.. 4 US mili ta...""7 
\-J~:,1 vere taken from (BT 140450) to "0" Mad o 2.5 tone of HowTar suP'"' 
pHes W97.'e :tlfted to (BT 140450) from (AT 9383), During a racon of 
tee TAO:S, smll arms :l:'1re was recieved fl·O:n (A'l' 955650), with no hi ts c 

k.'. 3.rt;~·~.~.er:r st:r-1ke ',18.9 '~,lned on the pas! M.ona 2 VCWIA and 2 in; 
,.,. .. ~ ... t f' '1 ,f ":'. fi " .. . - " "0' ,,",'~l '11'S·:;>;'. l.;a..r:8:r.o 0 'L·'· NeG ~:~:"om ,I3'.i. .I~.l)..:.;.) ).. Automatic weapons fire 
"r-':s re~'/L~'ed from U':;:' 115{;2) witi'l ~10 hi:Gs" (BT 003220) va~ :resuppli8d 
'.d":::h 2 0 ; '\iO!'1S of cai.'go, 3~ US ndl1tar,;. and .3 vc taken from this zone '\..6 
(BT 140450). 2.5 to:ns of cargo W€.lre Iifted to ooo+'dlnates (AT CY76277)r 
(El' 000230), and (rr.:: 003220). g VC were taken from these zones to 
(ET 140450). . 
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On a recon of the IR small arms '1re rece! ved from (AT S635) with no 
hits.. An air strike we called on ,the coo~·o.\1nates. 

HMM-J61 - (U Capt. J. L. USHER was called upon itJl16Ve!l!' .'.Jll'tipN,~:]\mtely 
30 feet and drop a radio to a patrol which had lost all communications. 
Capt, USHER launched into the hills vest of Danang and spent 45 minutes 
searching for the pos1t1o~ of the patrol. The coordinates given in the 
brief were approxiIrately 3 mileu from the actual positioll of the patrol. 
The mission was f:coompl1shed while ilampered by poor visibility due to 
margL"la1 weather and approach:1ng duskll The terrain was rough wHh :braes 
up to 60 feet high. Moderate to severe turbulence was encountered durl.ng 
the time the aircraft wae hovering. 

IlMCl-2 - (c) On the fifteenth day of the month the squadron Med Evac 
a ircraft were launched to the site of a downed U-6. The crew had 
all"'eady bee..."'l evacua'l~Gd, bu'o the Med Evao aircraft performed five other 
rrdssions 9 9'V9.c-.latL"1g six 'as WIA, and one ARVN injured.. l;lght smaU 
arms fire W3.S encountered in the LZ at (BT 112652) b-J.t no hits were 
received a nd the aircraft ws able. to perform the evacuation of a 
wounded ML~ineQ . . 

16 December 1965 

B}i£!F-'161 - (C) The flight. schedule ws hampered by. the monsoon rains 
'ibich have returned. Jtll flights to the Danang area. were cancelled 
because of low ceilings and heavy rains south of the Phu Bai TAOR. 

Four aircraft launched on emergenc,y Med Evac~. Enr~lte weather was 
4CO feet and 2 miles visibility in rain. Two aircraft carried one 
ARVN m from Calu (YD 009456) to Hue hospital. The second Med :mva.e 
flight carried four ARVN WIA from (YD 449591) to HuE;) hospital.. Sniper 
fire was race! ved from the vicinity of (YD 448590) when departing the 
landing zone, but no hits were recorded. . 

An emergency night resupply and Med Evac mission utilizing two aircraft 
was launched in support of' I Corps. Ammt rd tion was carried from Quang 
Tri to a patrol at (YO 450590). The lean aircraft received shotgun 
fire which scraped the side of the aircraft. The fire was ret~ed, 
but no confirmation of accuracy determined due to darkness. Five ARim 
l.JAI were returned to Hue hospital. 

The night reconnaissance flight was cancelled because of inclement wea-
ther. . 

HMM-263 - (S) The USAF waS! supported by launching 2 aircraft to Quang 
Trifor SAR. An artillery spotting mission received small arms fire 
from (AT988602) and CBT 002632) with 2 hits resulting. liJur'lng reccn 
flights of the TAOR small arms fire vTaS recei·~ed from (HI' 02(668), 
(BT 002667) and (AT 928598). Automatic weapons fire was reoe!ved f~om 
(BT 001631), with no hits. 

... 15 ... 
r T'I 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED •. •. .-
ffilM-)61-(U) Althlh hampered by hellardous weathe (a six-plans. 
flight, led by M:l.j. R. 1,.1. DUPHINEY, flev -a resupply to Giao At 
(AT 947584)n Tne flight was forced down to 300 feet and below be~ 
cause of low ceilings, Th~ encountered heavy automat1Q weapons fire 
10 the zone and ~mall avrns fire enroute~ A total of 27 sorties were 
flown. 5,000 pounds of cargo lifted, and 18 ARVN Droops lifted. 

VID-2 - (r,) Nothing of any significance on the sixteenth day of the 
month~ The Med Evao airoraft performed five missions, eVAcuating 
four r..,'S si>.~k, two US v1IA, and one civilian WIA. Hostile small arms 
fire was c:ilGOun tared in LZ (AT 993645) ~ but the aircraft rer~e:'l. ved 
no hHs and was able to parfoI'fll the eva C'Uati on· of a wo1Jhaed tlmerican 
atd a wounded child. 

17 D~cember 1965 

:::JMM-1Sl - (IT) All flig:'l'ts were cancelled because of bad weather. 
Gale ·tJar:::~.~~g[l \'TSre 5_n effect mltil 24,OOe All a1rcraf'~ ..,lere folded 
and se:::ured for. p03sible forecast high windso Four aircraft rema1 ned 
:1X1 f:) ready conca tion for flfed Evac standby. The Camp M:1i. ntenance was 
:U13P"l(1tr.d and all loose gear secured., The JMvf-161 choir participated 
:1.:1 <:. chapel dedica'bion at the Third Battalion Four'hh Iviu'ines9 

~-~':·-26J - (U) 2 US milita!'7 were taken from (BT 140450) to "C" Med" 
2;;11.11 arms fire fr.om (BT 233487) was received while flying escort 
011 CI~J7o Support of Operation "Harvest Moon!I continued by lifting 
168 CS milital~T and 87 '~militar.1,from(BT 140450) to (BT 170311). 

VMo-2 - (0) On the sev~nteenth of' December th~ Med Evac aircraft had 
a very busy day performing five missions, evacuating five USWIA, t\t:'L;;­
im\l(f siok:, foul" civil:'an s!ok, one US:' a:l5k. Two of these missions 
were to Thu')ngDuc outpost (ZC 144534) where the aircraft experienced 
hosc.He gl'o'l1nd fire.. The first incident in the nc:Lnity of (~l,l 1853) 
~Then the Hel :f)ro.c aircraft was departing the area and race! ved modera ta 
small arms fi:i"e~ No hi tfl were received. The second incident W,S at 
(ZC 165542i, wh9re moderate small arms fil'awas again encountered, from 
a wida areae The lead aireraft received ~wo hits, the fir$t round pas­
sing t~')"rough the tail, ani the second rO'l:!ld entering the cabin and wound~, 
ing the pilot, Capto P. M. McALLISn...9., who was evacuated to "C" Med. 
The escort e:1rcraft returned fire, but oould detoct no damage to the 
enenwc 

~le injured pilot directed the return of the flight, although he was 
in great paiI+. He eustained injury to his left kneecap. 

Armed UH-1Es provided esoort for Statlon&eak troopUfts and White .. 
~olQ }led Evs.cs and peri'o-rmed two wea·~heI" reconsin the If Harvest M-JO~l" 
a·~8an Two G~her ar'Jled H:wys provided escor-~ for Slow Roll and l.ja:r.'~·~ 
h0Ut;e .1l107emmlts in the C'f'erati:.tg area.. TCey encOlL'Yltered hO!3tile fh"e 
i'.rom (]jl' 180.315) a:.'ld 'Used rocke·ts and machilleguns to suppress the fire ~ 
No hits were received~ 

Med Evae airoraft performed 3 misst ons, evaeuating 1 US '-ITA, 1 tTS sick, 
and 1 civilian ~ 
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18 December 1965 

HMM-161 - en) All flight were cancelled because of low clouds and r&.-
duced visiQil1tyin heavy rainshowers~ . 

HMM-263'~- (0) 79 Mad Evacs; 73 US mil! tary WIA and 6 US miH tary KIA 
were transported between (BT 140450) and nC" Med. During these Mad 
Evacs, fire was rec.elved from (BT 215225), no hit~, (RT 245255j two" 
hits, slightly wounding one pilot, (ET :j.W450), (RT 015625), and 
(BT 052347), with no hits and (m' 214223) with one hit. 43 US mili­
t::try and 13 VN milll1ary were +ifted from (ST 140450) to (BT 1?8312~. .. 
414 US mil! tray a.t1d 37 VN i:IJ.li tary 'lEll'f'j l1f~13(l'~q' (W 1'7$,08). 2 .. 
o.1rcraft were launched at 2230H to ca.rry p1al!J!M. fl'om Panang to (BT 14Q.. 
1o,.:Y;' they received fire wh~le f'ly-".mg at 500' in near insttiunent condi ... 
t'lO.:'lS, taklng 5 hits, slightlY wOWlCij,ng onE;! pilot,. 

EMlvf-J?)l - iJJ) ttCol o t. F. CHILDERS and J.ttj. G. M. SHlYTi'!,ER lEild four 
p::ld 'bb:('6 }ll2.ne fEghts respectively in Sl,lPPOl't of "Harvest Moon" ,r10 
'G,fO f):igh'hl'l f16'1"; combined totals of 204 sorties with 10,700 pounds of 
c""o:q::'(~ 2.nd 625 troops e l!ach fligllt wa~ s~bj ected to sporadic Viet Cong 
f-1.re '~~l~O'L'lghout the day 0 

i;"Y}-·? ~ (n) On the eighteenth of December, the pace continued to rise .. 
::'It ~" ~'['opia :1'8::e as the sq'l.ladroJl providedUH-Us to act as TAC(A), GAP~ 
rrll(l :}{;';'j ~.'o!' r..: ... de D:i.ner and Parkgr"eep. units, as well as e~~ort:tng Min ... 
pd1!.\;~ I'oue:"'g.i.ld3, Ta:rbush and Stat~onbrea.l< ail'craft in support of 
~·;!al"'·.r ... ~U·G MoO~l \": .. 

Two UH-·1Es acting as escorts for Stat~onbreak ~d Evacall'oraft p:J.aCG 
suppressive fire on va positions ~t (BT 215225), One of the attacking 
Ht.'ElJ'F:i I'ecei'ved three bits as intense automatic weapons f!:re was rec.eived e 

}:o :;";'~j''''''::'J to personnel or ser;l.ous damage was sustained a Four UH-1Es . 
a.t (it:<:::b''ld V''J p,')si"i:iiol'.s at Vinh Qo,le (BT 206221) in supr-ort of l'arkgreen.H. 
'l\ro UI·I~J.:E\3 J;;.'iUr3 a 8~jrafir.g attack on enemy posi t:l!'r;~ in lW' Ml (BT 212-
2;~2) ::.:<1 S'l..1pport of Dixie Diner. '!'wo airs 'trikes were conotrolled by U&-lEs 
B·t (K' 2J32;~6). Hostile f'ire was encountereci on the gl'.ound by aircraft 
in LZ at (BT 203221), but no bits were received. 

19 D0cember 1965 

fiMM..·161 - (U) Flight operations were limited because of heavy monsoro 
W8&'G:W:'" which remained in o(jhe Fhu Bai area. lUI flights beyond the 
Pt'i!.l fu~. 'fAO?o were cancelledo Two aircraft in support of the Third 
B~l:~talio:l Fom-th Miripes r~supplied the outposts of }:ijll lS0 and Hill 
225 '1,0':.""11 food, water and armnunition. The "Itunter.Killer" airborne 
?~trol did not encounter any unauthorized persann~l Within the TAORft 
BAC€t"J.:3e of the exi.z'\iing poo!" wea.ther, the night reoonnaissance patrol 
m '::h~ Phu B-::J.i TACFi. was ca.'"l.cel1ec1~ . 

P-"ot(~<~te':1t :::orvice'3 were :ls1d in the mess hall at 0900. Chaple.inr Lo!:oy 
MiJZJ.'JZ}BR, Third Battalio':'l Fourth M3.rines condu~ted the sex-vtcee, The 
ill'iM-lbl choir assisted in the services • 
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The ~l6l choir assisted in the dedication of a n$W chapel at the 
E1ghth Radio Researeh Unit A~ Compound. 

ffi.1M.,.26J ... (u) 6 tons of eargo were lifted from (BT 2l8226) to 1ST 140 
450), and 27 Mad Evacs were taken from. (BT 1404S0) to "C" Mad in support 
of Operation "Harvest Moon". 34 Mad Evaos vere lifted from "e" Mad to 
Eighth Aerial Port for evacuation. 

:fMS..36+ - (U) Mlj. P •. E. BENET's four aircraft transported 24,,800 pounds 
of cargo on an ARVN resupply'. This was accomplished in 49 sor'~ies and 
1502 total flight hours. In addition, the fUght lif\ied 67 ARVN personneL 

~,~2 - (rr) On the 19th day of the month, two ~lES flew visual recon, 
e2cort and CAS miss10ns on Operation aHarvest Moon". The aircraft p1ac-· 
ee: :3Upp::'Gssive fire on enemy positions at (BT 228228), and (re 238231), 
h-.. s'L:ppm:'!\i o~ Dixie Diner, and performed one Med Evao J evacuating one 
ITS ~ic~~:"1 

A T,;'E--J:'~ fJ 9'~T a m.ght recan of LZ cak and eE;lcorted a convoy in the 
v:l :.:; l~·1"-7' of (BT 300235). Two Hueys' made an emergency resupply of blood 
::':ccm l'iJ-: ;'bd to !lC" Med at midnigpt, then flew Visual recan of the 
ef';I~J:l.:r. ·~\~ls·i; o-? MMIl.F. 

));;.j, 'f;;y,.(~ aircrt\i't performed four missions, evaoua~ill5 one civilian V;~l], ~ 
f'Oi..t!' ',J<~ HIh: Rnd transferr-lng eleven US WIA from V;C;'f Mad to Air Force 
0;le~'at::"ol~so 

20 DO(~0Ir.Jel' 2965 

HMM-J.61 -, (U) All morning flights were c.aneelled because of heavy 
mOllGOJn ~ains which still remained in the area~ In the afternoon, the 
n::'eht3 '"gre :!_:?m1ted in operation to the Phu Ba1 TAOR. 

~.'.h':-":6 e.J .. '." .. n'af ~ on a rO".;ttlne resupply of Hill 180 and Hill 225 were 
div8rte.c, for a~ emel'eeney resupply to an ARVN battalion at (YD 474",,: 

45:;;)" ,l~)':~er the res'I.lpp1y of armnunition and food, one ARVN KIA and 
six AR1/~'~ WIA were evacuated .. Hue Citadel airfie1d o While inbound to 
the la:ld:7.ng zO!l.e, the flight received small arms fire. No hits were 
reQei~9~ or s~ppression fire returned. Two aircraft conducted training 
fEghts for cCJo~·pilot famHiarization and qualificat:1cn. Two aircr~ft 
car.,:,J.8::~ ;\)3,jor General CHULN from Hue Citadel to HMM-161. 

BC-G:lc G',FJ~, . .':~8sistan·t Wing Commander, First Mlrine Aircraft lo)lng, anel 
Colonel (' 1 COWJOR, Commanding Qt'ficer, ~.m- i..'"le l\ircraft Group 16, arri .. teci 
at :HMl-F;':·1 by mr-1B helicopter~ t-l:i.th t11e arrival of these distinguished 
PG~('30!18 :~.n the HMM-161 ar.ea, the inner pe,:':!meier g-.mrd was inereased" 
1i.1 '::'~;,e u":9nin B',' the~'f."flcl~c"::; of 100+·:61 held a mess night.. The Jnes'b 
of :10;')0": ·was !i.~n. G;::r';im f LCDinanc.l:lg i;'.:~L;:;;'t),}. l4"irst ARVN Division. 
cr.;!.'Cl' dicting1;:'; shed g-J.esta lnclild~d BGan. CAm~~ Assistant Wing COnma naGI'j) 

1s';': :b.::'~:.·O A:i':-,:'(:l"'8.f·;j ';jing, Col" BOSTON, l:'""'irst ImVN Dlvision Senior Ad­
visor o.-c~(l Col~ O'CO]NOR, Commanding Officer, r.nrine Aircraft Gr01,lp""l6. 
Higl1Hgh~s of this meSS nigh~ are detailed in the S-1 section of this 
reporte . . 
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~263 - (S) I Corpe s~pported by resupplying (AT 914578) (Dai Loo) 
with .3 tons of cargo, and lifting 48 VN ~l1tary and 60 VN civilians. 
Small arms fire was received at (AT 9156) with one hit. The USAF was 
supported on Operation "Blue Spring" with .3 aircraft. 

HMrIJ"-.361 - (U) ttCo1. t. F. CHILDERS led a n1ght of six on another . 
ARVN resupply. The t.otalsfor this dayts flying vere:26,750 pounds, 
63 sorties, 24 • .3 total hours, 147 ARVN troops, 25 Vietnamese clviliaos, 
one va prisoner, and four U. S. military personnel. 

VHo-2 - (C) On t,ne 20th of December two UH-1Es provided escort for .. 
a SlaV Roll convOy from LZ Oak to the Danang TAOR Ia They encountered 
omall arms fire and automatic weapons fire from (~03l64.3). Attack~ 
:bg the tree line frcim where the fire came, one aircraft racei vedone 
11:1;, the round entering the oottery compartment. No injuries to pe~ 
sOI'Jlel, but the misaion had to be aborted due to damage, rurl the aircrai>'~i 
retu.~ed to Marble Mountain. 

One UH-U provided support for a Redwood patrol by firing on a VC 
position at (BT076l). The aircraft then escorted Junkman a.ircraft 
to LZ Ql.k and provided escort ~ Slow Roll oonvoy north from Oak. 
Hostile fire was encountered at (BT 051599) and the aircIaft exnended 
rockets a~d machinegun ammunition in response. No damage estimate 
va! availablee Two UH~1ES relieved the a~rcraft and provided escort 
for the convoy to Danang, encountering hostile fire from (AT 099685). 
Fire was not returned and no hits were received. 

Med E';tac aircraft performed four rniss~ons, evaeuatitg one US sick, 
one US KIA, one US WIA and on~ civilian injured,. 

21 December 1965 

~161 - (U) Eight aircraft on an emergen~ re~upply in support of 
I Corps resupplied the First ARVN Division at LZ (YD 472575) with 
troops and ammunition from Q'uang Tri (YD .340500). Twe~l.ve aircraft 
with tl.ree sections of A4 aircraft relie~ng on station, commenced an 
emerg?!Ll,Gy resupply of the ARVN outpost of Balong (10 164403) from 
I.a Vang (YD 342507). FOl,lr aircraft on this initial entry into the 
Balong valle,y carried replacement troops. The weather in t~e vall~ 
was 200 feet and 1 mile. After landL~g, all incoming flights WEre 
diverted back to Ia. Vang by the flight leader.. llfter a. three hour 
delay at La Vang because of the inclement weather in the Balong valle,y, 
t~e resupply was resumed and complete6 wjthout incident. on this 
resuppj~ mission, 131 combat troops and 111$890 pounds of cargo vere 
caf'ried into the B9.long outpost ... 

Two aircraft carried a ViAt.namese child, that had stopped breathing, 
from (l"D 881175) to "Ji" t1£)Ci. The rapid evacuation and instantfllleous 
meuical aid received saved the life of the child. 

One aircraft escorted a convqy from Hue Citadel to the Third Battalion 
Fourth M:trines command post.. . .. 

Tole night recon patrol reported no unusual movements within the Phu BaA 
TAOR, 
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-~263 - (U) 12.4 tons of cargo ware carried to sUpport 3rd and 9th 
Mirines. 3 va were lifted from (BT 099(60) to (BT 068713). While re­
supplying 9th Mirines, small arms fire· and autcinat1c weapons fire was 
received and returned from (AT 970655), 3 hits being taken. 

VMQ..-Z - ('0') en the 21st of December the ;squadron Med Evac aircraft per­
formed three missionfj, e~acuating five civilians ·~.rIA and one civilian 
sicl. One VCS died while the Mad Evao a~reraft was loading him, so was 
not carried out.· . 

SU #1 H&MS-16 - (U) Participated in Operation "Harvest Moon" from 9 
December to 21 December 1965. 457 passengers, 310.700 pounds of cargo 
and 58;000 pounds of fuel were hauled. Cargo consisted of radio jeeps: 
105 howitzer carriages, UH-34 hulls and engines and miscellaneous gear. 

22 December 1965 

HMtv1"162 - ('0) Fom-teen aircraft assisted RMM--261 in the of no ad of the 
Second B9.tta~'.ion Firs'b M:l.r1nesfrom LPH--8 to the battalion command 
post at (YD 646280) and the on-load of the Third Battalion Fourth 
Mlr:1:nE:S to the LPlr.B 0 

'I'v1O aircraft esco1":"::d a convoy from the beach area at (Y0827317) to 
the Pb.:!. BaJ. eJ.::,"~~,e1ciQ One additional aircraft provided SI\R for. incom:L-:g 
LCUs from );jhe ship to the beach~ An eme:rgeney resupply of emmuni tion 
in S~lPp01't of tIle 1st ARVN Division 'Was carried from PK 17 (YD 646280) 
to 1:2; (YDg45379)o Two airc:i.'a.ft on a Mad Evac mission to" (xn 845379) an 
outpost near the laotian border, received smal1 a.rms fire from (YD 1:..90 
330)c One hit was raceived in the oil cooler armor plate but was de­
fleded with no da.mage. One ARVN WIA was taken to Hue Hospital. In 
SUppOl~ of the twelfth Marines in the ~a.nang TAOR, two aircraft conducted 
an arpa recon of (za 9665) and artillery gurvei1lance at (BT0662). Two 
ARVN WIA W9:'9 lif'r.ed from (YD 752242) to the Arm hospital a.t Danang 
airfield~ ~~O aircraft n~pported the Third Marines in various resupply, 
reconnaissan . .::e and administrative missions to subordinS:.j e units in the 
Danang enclave. Two aircraft conducted a &irnilar mission in support 
of the Ninth Marines. Two aircraft, relief on station, patrolled the 
Phu :89.1 TAOR on a night reconnaissance flight. No unusual movement 
was reported g 

HMM-~263 - (S) The USAF was supported by launching 2 aircraft to QUang 
Tri for SAR ft 4 US military VIlA were taken £'rom "G" Med to 8th Aerial 
Port for e'VCicuat1on. HMY-26J has assumed a portion of the Mobile Ale1"'~ 
Force \~hich involves maintaining 6 airc!!aft and crews ready to go (:30 
minutes standby) for a 24 hour period~ 

HMM-361 - (U) While conducting a routine ARVN resupply, M9j. G. M. 
SHIFFIE.R I s f'li(5ht of 6 'Was ass1~ed t? emergen~ ARVN trooplift to. :(,00 
Son (BT 024289).. The zone, perChed a'~:)p a hllJ., was small and darK­
ness 'olas descending rapidly. Oocasional fire was being received froI!l 
the low areas around the zone. Although short of fuel. all six air­
oraft negotiated the landing with a total of 72 ARVN ~ersonnel. 
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-VMD-2 ,:,. (C~ On 22 Deeambel'" two -UH-~1~9 acted as 'l'AC{A) i'Qr several 
air3tr!kes by Oxwood and Condole ai:-c:j.·aft. Da.me.gE;l waa infUc"hed on 
trench lines and gun positions at (AT $00297)0 Damage to trench 
lines and gun position at (AT 918518) was axtendve. Two UH~JEspro ... 
vided armed escort for a USN ship convoy up the Song Huong to Rile" 
One UH-1E carried Gen. WHEELER to points within the Danarlg TAGH. 

Med Evac aircraft performed five missions, evacuat:!ng three USMC UTA 
and three US sick. Aircraft emc~Jntered light small a~ms fire over the 
zone in the vicinity (BT 044722) but not hits were rebaived and the 
lied Evac was executed. 

23 December 196, 

HMM-16l - (C) .Ill1 flights scheduled in the morning were held because 
of heavy rai11 storms in the Phu &1 area. 

Two aircraft 1au-~ched on an emergenqy resupply and Med Evac in support 
of the First ARVN Division.. Ammunition, food and reinf'oraemsl...:ts were 
carried from Quang Tri to (YD 175405). Thirty-six ARVN Med 1Vacs were 
lifted from the zones at (rD 379645) and (YD 415614). Twice while en­
tering the landing zones, the flight Came under small arms fire but no 
hits were recorded. Eight aircraft, on a telephone scramble mission 
from the 1st MAW, with 2 A4 escort aircraft conducted an emergene,r 
trooplift of 1S0 elite troops (Hao Bac) of the Black Banther Battalion, 
from HUe Citadel to landing zane (YD 3856)0) in support of the First 
ARVN Division. Two aircraft were diverted for a medical evacuation of 
an American Advisor Mlrine WIA yho was ori tically wounded in the landing 
zone. Fe was takGn to "A" Med and later evacuated to fle" Med at ])e.nang. 
The remaining six aircraft upon completion of the troop lift, conducted 
an emergency ammunition resupply from LaVang to.the ARVN outpost of 
Lang Vei (XD 795360). One section of AI+s provided escort. Four ARVN 
WIll. yere returned to Hue hospital. In the Danang enclave, two aircraft 
in support of the Third Mlripes and two aircraft in support of the Nd.llth 
Mlrines, oonducted resupply of ammun:aion, food, water and various 
admini~tratlve flights for subordinate units. 

The Phu Bai night reconnaissance f+ight reported no enemy activj~ 
near the TAOR. . 

24 December 1965 

HMM-l6l - (U) At the squadron morning muster, Capt. J. M. Coykendall, 
CY70204/7335 was awarded the Distinguished Flying m+qas fblr tldM'-' ' 

entering an unsecure landing zone to evacuate wounded personnel while 
under heavy enemy small arms fire. 

The monsoons continued to plague the Phu Bai area and all flights were 
cancelled. 

The ~16l choir led the squadron in Christmas carols around the squadro~ 
Christmas tree. 
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it non-denominational Christmas service was held in the squadron mess 
hall 0 Chaplain Hadle,y of the Second Battalion First Marines cohduoted 
the servioe o . 

HMM-~l. - (0) Ei.ght aircraft led by }.Bj. R, W. DUPHThlEY, £'lew all ARvN 
resupply to NongSon (AT 812391) and Que Son (BT 046347). Tot~l cargo 
carried was 45,270 pounds in 104 sorties and 38.3 flight hours. the 
flight also lifted 203 VietnameSe in the operation. 

\TM0-2 - (0) On the 24th of December the ~quadron provided escort fer 
the recovery of Recon units from (AT 896606) and (ZC 204843)0 

Med Evac aircraft performed seven missions, evacuating eight US WIA, two 
US Sick, one US injured, and one civilian s~ko 

25 December 196:3 

HMM-161 - (U) With the monsoon weather still remaining in the Phu Ba! 
area, the f'HgIlt schedule was cancelled. A wea.:\iher plene reported a 
marlnrum ceiling of 300 feet in the area. Rainfall for twenty-four 
hour period was 2.0 inches. 

HM:M-263 - (U) Merry Christmas. On a prioMty retrograde, 6 aircraf"t 
IH.'ted 180 US milillary from(AT 874714) to (AT 939'72:;';.. Modera'~e S;:12.D 

a"-~ms fire and automatic weapons fire ws recei"ved ,<tOld returned on Eo.:ll. 
appl'oacn.es to the zone with no hits taken e :3 it'N mili"tiary(,.]!A were 
brought to ARVN hospital from(BT 06554S). A hot Christmas dinner waz 
brought to the troops in the field. 

VMO-2 - (U) The Med Evac aircraft was used for ~ unsuccess~J1 search 
for a missing M3.rine NO!,'~L! of Hoi An shortly before midnight. 

26 December 1965 

HMM-161 - CO) Weather condi tions 1mpro~Ted and eight atrc!'aft with a 
section of A4 aircraft providing escort resupplied the ARVN outpost 
of Thuong Due (AT 143535) from the cl"ty of Hoi :'11 enroute to the lanoing 
zone, the flight received automatic ~r..all arms fire from three positions 
at (BT 012508), (~T 148549) and (FT 0125~8). Fire suppression was re­
turned. One aircraft received a round through the tail pylono With 
the weather in the landing zone steadi1v decre~sing, the resupp1ywas 
discontinued and the flight commenced a resupp:;"y to the ARVN outpost of 
Tien Phuoc (BT 118140) from Danang airfield o No difficulties were en­
countered" 

Two aircraft in 10gist~ea1 support of the Third Marines conducted re­
supply, administrative and troop movem~nts for subordinate units in the 
Danang TAOR. 

Two aircraft on an administrative liaison mioulan the new Executive 
Officer, Major Roger D. SWANSON, 057020, from the III MAF p~d to Phu Beia 

- 22 -

DECLASSIFIED 



" 

DECLASSIFIED 

7 P 
Two aircraft bonduo~ed a resupply to Hill ISO and HilJ 225 in support 
of the Second Battalion First Ma~ines in the Phu Bai TAOR. 

The squadron was honored by a surprise visit by the Navy Chief' of' 
Chaplai~"ls, AAdm James KELLY. Admiral KELLY waS invited and accepted 
an invi~ation to conduct churbh services. He remained onehotU~ in 
t:19 squadron a.rea 

HMM-263 - (U) While f1ving 11 recon sorties in the TAOR, $mall arme 
fire was received from (AT 960575), (AT ~/2578), (AT 977580) and 
(BT 030615) with no hits. IS r'S military WIll were lifted from "e" 
Med to 8th Aerial Port. 2 aircraft supporting 9th M3rines were 
diverted for emergency Med Evac at (AT 051644)$ They received in-

~t,-'i:)3e automatic weapons fire entering the !lone, and picRed up one hit 
in the cockpit departing the zone o The co-pilot was wounded slightly. 
4 US military WIA and 4 VN WIA were picked up in the TAOH d~~g the 
afternoon and brought respectively to flC" Med and ARVN hospital. .3 

VN civilian WIlt were picked up on rliight Med Evacs and brought to "C" Med o 

27 December 1965 

HMIv'!'"1~1 - (U) Five aircraft with 114 escort resupplied the ARVN out .... 
post of Tien Phouo (BT 117140) with food and ammunition from Danang 
a:tr:-'!~'31do After completion the flight, with two additional aircraft 
j cining the flight, resupplied the ARVN outpost of Dai tac (AT 917 
58~) from the Hoi An air£ield. 

Two airoraft in logistical support of the Third Marines were diverted 
for a troop lift into an unsecure landing zone at (AT 869695)0 Escort 
aircraft were scrambled in support of the f1ight~ After dronping off 
the reconnaissance party, the flight returned to general suppnrt nUs'" 
sions for the Third M3.rinas .. 

Two aircraft conducted general support missions for the Ninth Marines. 
The fllght was diverted by tandshark to carry gas mask;'! and demolitions 
to the landing zone (BT 005615) and twenty-one Viet Cong prisoners were 
returned to the battalion command poate 

HMM-263 - (u) DuH.ng a recon of the. TAOR automatic we~pons fire was re­
cei ved at (BT 02459'7) wi th no hi ts. 4 US mill tary 'WIA were lifted from 
nCff Med to 8th Aerial Port. 

~361 .... (U) Despite marginal weather during the day M3.j. G. M. SHlF'­
FLER led a six-aircraft ARVN retrograde from (AT 984584), ten miles 
south of Danang. The troops involved had previously been lifted in 
by LtCol. L. F. CHILDERS flight to establish blocldng positions. In 
two trips, 24 sorties, and 6.9 f1i~ht hours; 82 ARVN troops almd 2 US 
Advisors ware lifted to (BT 01966S)e Sn~ll arms and automatic rifle 
fire were rec~lved from all quadrants and the escort of F4Bs was 
called in on the target. 
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VMO-2 - (U) On the 2?th of the month the squadron launched two 
UH-lEe to rescue l-Brines cut off fl'om a patrol, but they were safe 
before the aircraft arrived. 

~~g a Med ~c mission the escort aircraft delivered suppressive 
fire on an enernf position adjacent to the LZ at (BT 06463l)~ The 
pIlot observed VC camouflaged in utilities and disguised as bushes, 
and he attacked the same. Redwood"B" gave the aircraft credit for 
6 KBA~ confirmed. This is a significant incident as it shows the 
verE,H:.'Cl:~y of the UH-1E in a role that a fixed wing aircraf'~ would 
have had difficult.1 in performing. 

SU #1, H&1.f5-l6 - (u) Hauled 10,840 pounds of weed killer from Hoi 
A., to Que Son. 

28 December 1965 

HMY~l6l - (C) Two aircraft in reconnaissance support of the Twelfth 
M'l.rbes in tbe Danang TAOR received small arms fire at (AT 938979) 
Bautag. While conducting a po~itive identification low pass over 
pe:r-sc:nnel at (AT 972644),tbe aerial observer in the left seat of the 
laad aircl~ft, lstLt. J. S. SCHMID, 084862, was hit b.1 sma:l arms fire 
a11d 1:ii:m.ediai;ely evacuated to ~\C"Med. Fire suppr·"ssion vas returned" 
'(JpC:"l :l.anding a'~ Mlrble Mountain and received a replacement aerial 
o~:;s('3;:ver ~ the flight recoJnlllo:1ced a reconnaiSsance of the Danang TAORe 

S~ll arms fire was receivod at (AT 962630). One round penetrated 
the~!·:'nter fuel cell and tI-..rough a rotor blade a.nd necessitated "he 
i'ligh~(i be~g aborted. 

Two aircraft carried the First ARVN Division briefing team from lfu.e 
Citadel to Marble M~~ta1n for a conference and returned them to 
ltJ.e Oitadel af"ter completion •. 

A flight of two aircraft reconnaissanced the general area of PK 17 
(YD 605270). An ARVN UH-34 was located on the ground at (YD 6939). 
The flight landed to render a.ssistance but no aid was required. 

Two aircraft conducted resupply miss! ons to Hill 180 and Hill 225 in 
support of the Second &lttalion First Mlrines. . 

One aircraft launched on a night Medical ~cuation to (YD 881175) to 
pick up one Popular Forces WIA and returned him to "A" Med at Phu Ba!'. 

BGan ENGLISH, Assistant Division Commander, Third Mlrine Division paid 
an informal call to the squadron area~ 

The HMM-163 adverrce party arrived by 0-130 from }l'utema Ok1na-wa and HW' ... 
161 advance party departed for Futema aboard the ~ame aircraft. 
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IfMI+..263 - eU) While resupplying 3rd M:l.rines, small arms nre was 
received at (BT 922658) and (BT923681) with no hits. In support of 
I Corps (BT 044347) (Que Son) was rsw<lpplied 'With 9 tons of ammunition. 
3 US military Wl/i were !if'Ged from (AT 155555) to "C" Med. On areoon 
o~ Highways 1, 14 and 5, small arm~ fire 'WaS received at (AT 945588). 

\,'110--2 = (U) Nothing UBusua.l for thE;! 28th. 1O.ondike reported that they 
hE<.d fa·.:;:nd a cracked lift link on one of their aircraft, and a safety 
o:f fliis-Lt message was sent out, and all UH-lEs were downed by the Wing 
unJ~il they cam;J.d be x-·rayed. 

29 December 1965 

HM}f-161 - (U) All flights were cancelled because of the severe mon-
80Cll'l rains and low '31G)i'i.tl coverage in the Phu Ba1 area. 

HNM .. 263 - (U) Operation Big Cheer was lifted from Danang Air Freight 
JG'~ ':l~,'?a of performance and retUl'!lsd. 99 oivilians and 88 US mil! tary 
weI":; :!1fteu5 

ffi:~vk:6l ~ (11) Seven aircraft from HMM-361 were used to transport 
t,; OOp~j to land:bg zone Quail to view the "Bob Hope Show". ' Mlj ~ G. H. 
Sj~'~l!:n:J::R led '~;~,e flight ,.,hic::h made 137 sorties in 16,,2 total fligh'~ 
rccr,::-;r, ~~1 r.i~:.:.ltary pej:,so~:.riU~~ totalling 499 were lif-:;ed. 

30 De''';';':-):;' ,:L' 1965 

HMM-,161 - (U) 11.11 flights were again cancelled because of the heavy 
rainfall ffild low cloud coverage in the Phu :ea.! area. The rainfall for 
the past two day period totaled 3.3 inches. 

ffi.W-263 - (U) 297 US military and 245 civilians were lifted into., 
(AT 8~0710) (Moi Vue) for a seRrch and clear mission, during very 
marginal weathe!".. Intense automatic weapons fire was received ap.,.. 
proaching and departing the zone resulting in two hits~ Cover a1r­
craf't; wer'3 not utilized because of weather.. In suppor'~ of I Corps, 
225 VN mill tary, 33 VN oi vilians, and 2 US mili tar:", W6:zoe lifted from 
Hoi An to reinforce (AT 915584) (Dai Lao)o 2 VN WIA were extracted. 

ffi'lM-361 "':" (U) Capt. G. N. BAIi..EY took his sev~n aircraf~j to Ho;tAn 
(BT 142575) where they embarked a total of b~~RVN troopSe This force 
was taken to re1~ eve Dai toe (AT 915570), which was under attack at t~'i'1 
time. The aircraft involved fle,T 28 sorties and a total of 6 .. 7 hou:..~f1o 
Fire was recetved upon entering tIle zone, and again low ceilings and 
poor visibility made the operation e~,.re:r.. more hazardous" 

31 December 1965 

HMY~161 - (U) Two aircraft conducted a recon of (YD 790090) outside 
the Phu Ea.1 TAOR for evaluation as a. land:1ngzcne. Eight aircraft 
with A4 providing ~scort resupplied the ARVN outpo~te in the ~a.ng Tri 
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provinoe. Four aircraft resupplied the outposts of D-5 (YD 525095) 
and Con Thien (YD 705112) from Dong 1fa. (YD 602241 h The other four 
aircraft resupplied the outpost of BaLor.g (YD 403175) from La Vang 
(YD 505343)" The resupply to BaIpng was discontinued as the hours of 
darkness approached" BGan CARL ~lew escort in a ~lE helicopter and 
also assisted in the resupply" Eight aircraft with FB aircraft provid-

ing escort resupplied the ARVN outpost of Dai lac (AT 910580) in the 
Quang Tri provinoe from the city of Hoi An (BT 145575) and Da~lang 
airfield. One aircraft received a small arms round through the aft 
fuel cell in the approach to Dai Lac but was able to complete the mis­
sionG No suppression fire was returnedQ 

~263 - (u) 32 US military personnel were lifted from (AT 875762) 
on a retrograde, without incidento A lift to several special fc~ces 
camps in the area carried 18 US military, 2 VN civilians, and 1 Aus­
tralian military. A retrograde of 96 US mil1 tary was accomplidl ed ' 
from (AT 846722). Small arms fire was received from (872712) w.1th no 
hits .. 
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.'111 e • ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 
Mtrine Aircraft Group 16, Mwble MoWlta:t.n Air Faci1;lty, Danang, Republ1c 
of Vietnam 

Period Covered - 1 - )1 Dece~ber 1965 

Task Organization: 

H&.T>,jS-16, Danang, Vietnam (1 or- 31 DecE;lmber :r.9(5) 
MilB..q,.~16, Danang, Vietnam (1 - 31 December 1965)' 
VID·2, Danang, Vietnam (1 - 31 December 1965) 
HMM··:.t61, Hue Phu &'i, Vietnam (1 - 31 Deeember 1965) 
~163, Futema~Ol~nawa (1-- 31 December 1965) 
HMM-263, Danang, Vietnam (1 - 31 December 1965) 
~+·361, Danang, Vietnam (1 - 31 December 1965) 
Sub Unit #1, H&MS-16, Danang, Vietnam (1 • ;1 December 1065) 
MIlTClJ--68 J Danang, Vietnam (1 - 31 December 1965) 

Command rank Composure: 

Billet Name Rank Period 
CO, MAG-J.6 - Wooel 1-31 Dec 65 T. J. O'CONNOR 
XO~ VJ!G-16 R. L. SIMMONS LtCo1 l-31 Dec 65 
Adjuta:;lti C. D. DICKh'Y 6aptain 1 ... 31 Dec 65 
S-1,Off'icer F. A. }lATHEWS Mljor 1 ... 31 Dec 65 
5-2 Officor 1,. Pq GLENN Lstu 1-31 Dec 65 
g...J OffiOGl' H. W. STEADMllN M:J.j or 4-31 Dec 65 
S=~. 0i'f'i(;F3!' A. MC BARRON L1;Co1 1-31 Dec 65 
CO, H&MS'~-16 J. L. GOEBEL LtCol 1-31 Dec 65 
CO, HAJ38-.J.6 T. E. VERl'l'ON LtCo1 h·31 Dec 65 
CO, HMM-161 R. C. DENNY, JR. X/tOol 1-31 Dec 65 
CO, HMM-163 Q,. i:.; EIOImE ttCol 4-31 Dee 65 
CO, :fIMM..263 T. ClARK LtCo1 1-,-31 Dec 65 
CO, HMM-361 L. J. CHILDERS LtCol 1-31 Dec 65 
OIC, SU /fl ".O"RtID~ Captain 1-:-31 Dec 65 
CO, VM0-2 G. F. BllUMlW LtCol 1-.31 Dec 65 
OIC, MATCU-68 R. C. COULTER Captain 1-31 Dec 65 

Average Monthly Strengths: 

Sguadron USM1; OFF ENL .Jl§N: OFF ENL 
H&MS-16 31 281 0- 0 
MIl.BS-16 13 358 5 6 
SU #1 10 61 0 0 
VM0-2 32 136 1 5 
JIMM..161 47 I'll 1 4 
HMM-16,3 44 129 1 4 
HMM-263 46 174 1 .3 
HMM-361 50 158 1 .3 
MATCU-68 6 62 ° 0 
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NAME 

REILLY, D. J. 
SCHMID, J. S. 

~ 

JONES, J. D. 
ADAj\.J3, J. W. 
BABJ!~R, R. L. 
FORSYTH, R. W. 
CHESTER, J. C. 
OWENS, J. H. 
OETJEN, R. T. 
BEEBE!, C. B. 
PORZIO, L. J. 
SLAH:JCKA, R. F. 
RODINSlCY, C. L. 
KE'l'TERING ~ It. J. 
PORZIO, L. J. 
RAMSBURG, H. R. 
SPRING, H. D. 

DECLASSIFIED 

-• • CASUALTIES 
: 

KI~D IN ACTION 
. .,' t , 

RANK/SERNO 
( , ' 

DATE OF ThTCIDENT 

MAJ/061230 
lLt/C84862 

VMo-2 9 Dec 65 
TAD to VM0- 28 Dec 65 
2 fIn JD1v 

WOUNDED IN ACTION 

RANlVSERNO UNIT DATE OF INCID~ 

GySgt/1130466 SU #l 3 Dec 65 
SSg%1390924 HMM-263 7 Dec 65 
Cpl 1633919 Hl-1M-361 8 Dec 65 
lu/088687 HMM-263 9 Dec 65 
lLt/088390 VMO-2 9 Dec 65 
LCpl/2046424 VMO ... 2 9 Dec 65 
LCpl/2012716 00-2 9 Dec 6? 
LCpl/2012735 ill1M-263 9 Dec 65 
2Lt/090579 HMM-263 10 Dec 65 
Capt/08/~52 HMM-263 10 Dec 65 
S8gt/1368832 H&MS-16 16 Dec 65 
Cap%067506 HMM-263 18 Dec 65 
l!Jt 090579 HMM-263 18 Dec 65 
lLt/090389 HMM-263 26 Dec 65 
Sgt/1179697 HMJ'I-263 30 Dec 65 
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MORALE AND WELFARE PROGMt'G 

t 

Morale and Religious programs conclucted by MAG-l6 Chaplains are as 
tollows: 

Roman Catholic. Daily mass in Blessed Sacrament Chapel at 1700. Sun­
day mass at 0830. Sunday mass ~t 1/9 CF South of l-hrble }Buntain Air 
Field. One Memorial Ml.ss for MAG-16, three Memorial M:lsses for 1/9. Nine 
men confirmed at st. John Seminary on 27 December 1965. Transportation 
arranged to Cardinal Spellmants Christmas Day Mass. 

Protestant. Sunday worship at 0930. Church party to LDS service at 
Air Force Chapel, Danang. Wednesday evening bible study. Christmas Eve 
candlelight service. Christmas Day service (RAdm James VI. KELLY, Chief of 
Naval Chaplains was the guest speaker for the day .. 

HMM.·lbl 

The morale continues, as in the past, to be excellent. The various 
clubs were decorated for Christmas and a large Christmas tree was erected 
and decorated by squadron personnel on the southern end of the mrade field. 
The squadron choir sang for the Christmas Eve services, and later performed 
caroling services throughout the camp. Chr:1.stmas dinner exceeded all ex­
pectations and was superbly prepared from the shrimp cockt:iU. appetize~ 
to the pumpkin pie dessert. Mail service, while hindered qy the additional 
holiday volume, continued to be good, and hundreds of packages were re­
oeived and distributed by the squadron mail room. . 

MllBS-·16 

The largest single moraJe boosting event was the opening of the new 
mess hall on 9 December 1965. Having three hot meals per day instead of 
"C" rations at noon has had a tremendous effect on the men of MAG-lb. The 
quality and quantity of the food in the new mess hall has been outstanding. 

SU #l H&MS-16 

All hands duly noted Christmas and the passing of the old year. A 
noticeable increase in morale resulted from the easing of tensions in­
herent in the traditional observance of these events. 
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The Chaplains of MM-16 were active in the Civil Affairs Program 
throughout the month. Their activities were as follows: 

Two plane loads of food from Catholic Relief Services (Rice, Wheat, 
Soybean oil) clothing and toys delive ed t'o 250 widows andol"phans of 51st 
ARVN Re~""""J.c:n.j, 

A total of 80,832 Piastres donated as gifts to the following organiza­
tions. 

World ~~gelizaticn Crusade Orphanage - 13,922 
St. John Seminary - 15,710 
Old Age Home Danang - 27,600 
Refugee Village (China Beach) - 26,200 
Sacred Heart Orphanage - 5,900 
Roman Catholio Orphanage (China Beach) - 11,800 
Bishop of Danang - 5,900 

Unused portions of "G" rations delivered to Old Age Home, Danang, 
Catbblic' Orphanage, China Beach; Refugee Village, China Beach; and World 
Evangelization Crusade Orphanage o 

Eight cartons of clothing delivered to Refugee Village, China Beach and 
to World Evangelization Crusade Orphanage, . 

Ten cases of Gerber Baby Food delivered to Roman Cathf)lic Orphanage, 
China Beach. 

Ten cases of Vitamins, aspirins, and four cases of soap delivered to 
Old age Home, Danang. 

Gifts of candy and toys were made to Roman Catholic Orphanage, China 
Beach, World El'langelization Crusa:de Orphanage, and to Refugee Village, China 
Beach. 

li Christmas party was held for 40 refugee children from the Village at 
China Beach on Sunday 26 December in MAG-16 Mess Hall. Candy and toys were 
distributed to the children. . 

During the month of December support was given to Lim Long Orphanage, 
Daughters of Immaculate Miry Convent and the Phu Bai Kindergarden. In 
addition, a cash donation was made to the representative of the ftIch Bishop 
of Vietnam in support of a newly founded refUgee village. On 1 December, 
the Kim Long Orphanage received assorted clothing, blankets, materia:., 
needles, thread and two sets of electric clippers. Throughout the month 
scrap lumber left over from camp construction was delivered to the orp?:lli.·,,, ,,-, 
nags for use in the wood burning cooking stoves~ 

The request to CliRE placed in October for school kits was filled this 
month and on the 14th 125 school kits were delivered to the Ki~ Long Orpha­
nage and the Daughters of Imma.~late Miry Convent~ 
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The squadrons member!! request home for toys was extremely frui tfull 
and over 600 toys were sent in response to our request. 

On 21 December a. Christmas party was held at the Kim Long Orphanage 
in conjunction with the U. S. Army Advisors in Hue. At the party a movie 
was shown, gifts and candy were given to each of the children, and a meal 
was provided. 

On 22 December a representative group of the high school and college 
students from the city of Hue visited the squa.dron area to deliver gifts 
in appreciation of support rendered b,y the United States Marine Corps in 
the Republic of South Vietnam. 

On 23 December approximately 150 toys were delivered to the Daughters 
of Immaculate Ml.ry Convent for distribution to the children of refugee .. 
famiIies supported by the convent. On the afternoon of the 23:ed, 150 toys, 
paper cups, and assorted Christmas candy were given to the Phu Pai Kinder .... 
garden for their Christmas party. 

Tovs are still being sent to the squadron and will be t~ed over to the 
Civil Affairs Officer of ~~163, our relieving squadvon, for distribution 
in late January on the Buddhist New Year Tet. 

su #1 H&''1S-l6 

School restoration project in Hamlet of ~ Thi continuing with joint 
support aontributed by VMo-2. 

The squadron began a project with SU #1 to reconstruct the school 
building in M1 Thi hamlet near MMAF. Several visits have been made to 
l1Y' '!'hi and a meeting was held with the men of the hamlet to plan the re­
construction beginning in early January. Cost of material purcbased has 
been shared by the two perticipating organizations, ~nth ~ill:ds received 
from Statesides donors. The people of Mr Thi are providing the labo~, 

Several sickcalls have also been held in l1Y' ?ni, and the squadron 
Flight Surgeon has made plans for a VMO-2 medical aC'biol'l projec'G there, 

During the month, the squadron acquired a civio aotion fund in excess 
of 600 dollars, with contributions coming from the people of Nebraska CitJ", .. 
Nebraska, the Crescent Street Methodist Church of Sioux City, Iowa, the 
people of Riverdale illinois, and individual members of the squadron. mf:-· 
position of the fund has been planned, with the greater part to go to local 
orphanages, a leprasarium, and a hamefor the aged. The remainder will be 
used for local civic action projects, in accordance with the donors desil"e;,~, 

Squadron personnel have participated in civic action visits to Da Me 
Hamlet, and future plans call for a bui~ding reconstruction project in Son 
Tuy hamlet near Ml.rble Mountain. The sq1:aGran also provides a French :1nte:c­
preter to the weekly clinic sponsored ny }1A~16~ Clothing donated Qy the 
people of Ann Arbor, Miohigan, was presented to the olinio. 
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R,PB1IC INFORMATIONtIS~ 

On 20 ~cember the squadron held a traditional }<Brine Corps Mess 
Night. Quests included Mlj~' Gen!3ral CHAUN, CQIJlIllalldillg GenEl:ral, First 
ARVN Division, Brigadier General CARL, USMC. Assistant Wing Commander, 
First Mlrina Aircraft Wing, Colonal BOSTON, USA, Sanior Advisor, First 
ARVN Division, and Colonel O'CONNOR, USMC, Commanding Officer, ¥arine 
Aircraft Group 16, All honored guests delivered short speeches. The 
high degree of cooperation between the First ARVN Division and Marina 
Medium Helicopter Squadron 161 while working together in Quang Tri Pro~ 
vinca in the Republic of Vietn~ was also emphasized. V-ajor General 
CROAN presented a ver,y attractive First Pivisiap p1aoue to the squadron~ 

SrrJ'eral articles on Unit published locally and ~n CONUS~ Lie! son 
with :iiS"O personnel continuing, . ' . 
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HMM-161 

t;ax.~ 
Sorties 
Cargo 
Hours 
Med Evacs 

Pax 
Sorties 
Cargo 
Hours 
Med Evacs 

Pax 
Sorties 
Cargo 
HotU's 
Mea ENacs 
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• 
AI1l OPERATIONS STAT!STICS" 

DECEMBER TOTII.!S 

UH-34D HMM-163 

6396 Pax 
4292 Sorties 
515.1 Tons Car;o 
1585.5 Hours 
53 Med Evape 

UH-34D I;lMM=361 

7281 Pax 
4384 Sorties 
151 Tons Cargo 
1422.7 Hour:;! 
293 Med Evacs 

UH-IE SU ttl H&MS-16 

596 Pax 
871 Sorties 
0 Ca.:rgo 
1087.0 Hours 
223 Meq Evace 

MM-16 TOTAlS 

Pax - - .. - - .... - - .... 24,196 
Sorties - .... - - .,. - - 16;\);;'0-
Sargo .......... - - - 1299 Tons 
Hours ...... - - - .. - 6267.6 
Med Evacs - - .. - .... - 932 
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OO-34D 

~995 
1397 
2 Tons 
666 Q O 
0 

UH-34D 

5766 
467S 
378 Tons 
1362.0 
363 

CH-37C 

1162 
418 
253 Tom 
1800 4 
0 
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• - COMMAND AND CONTROL 
HMM-16l 

i 

BGen CARL, Assistant Wing Commander, First Mlrine ~ircre.ft Wing, pre­
sented the Distinguished Flying Cross ,to Oapt. Alan C. MACATJLAY on 6 
December while visiting ldth the squadron at Hue Fhu Bai. Captain 
John M. KUYKENDALL was presented with a Distinguished Flying Cross on 
the 24th of December by LtCol R. C. DENNY Jr., Commanding Officer of 
the squadron 4' Also during the month a Navy Commendation Medal for 
Major W,ydel U. BLAKEMAN, transferred forwarded. During the last four 
weeks twenty five Air Medals were received and presented to members 
of the squadron. 

Recommendations for 78 Air Medals, 8 PUrple Hearts, 4 Navy Commendation 
Medals with Combat "V", 3 Letters of C~enaa:~io:l, FMFPae, I Letter of 
Commendation, CG, lstMAWand 1 man was awarded Meritorious Mist. There 
vere 11 Air Medals awarded and 17 Combat llirerew Insignia awarded. 

HMI'+-36l 

Captc B. D. RINEHAR~~s Distinguished Flying Cross recommendation 
was up-graded to a Silver Star for his part in Operat1on Starlight. 
Capt~ RINEHART successfully evacuated 44 ca&ual~1Ga while receiving 
mul~1ple hits on three different aircraft througbout the day of 
18 Augus t 1965. 

A total of 139 Air Medal recommendations were submitted by .this 
command during the month. One man was recommended for the Navy 
Commendation Medal and ane map for the Purple Heart. 

Squadron personnel were nominated for 67 c~~rda during December broken 
down as follows: 1 Navy Cross, 1 Silver Star, 6 DFC, 40 Air Medals, 
6 Purple Hearts, 13 Navy COJ!lI1lendation Medals with Combat "V". 

H&MS-16 

Five officers of H&MS-16 were awarded the Air Medal during the month 
of December: Mij. H. W. STEADMt1N, 5th award. Capt. J. ltl. BRIDGES, 
4th Award, Capt. P. W. BRONSON, 4th award, Capt. J. A. CREECH, 3rd 
award, and Capt. J. D. STRICKLAND, 1st award. 
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INTELLIGENCE ... 

The MAG-16 ~2 Section fulfilled normal Intelligence and Counter­
intelligence functions during the month of December? 

Group Intelligence Section operated as part of MAG-16's forward e~ement 
~ing Operation "Harvest Moon". 

~Jring the month of December primary areas of interest were the Provin­
ces of Quang Tri and Thua Thien. Additional interest was taken in Quang 
Tin Province in the a.reas of Tam :KY and the Phouc Valley. The latter area 
was the sight of Operation "Harvest Moon", a combined ARVN, l'arine Corps 
Opera:':) ('1, agains"!; units of the 1st VC Regim31r;~" 

Sr;:l~<ldro::l a:T.rcraft have received fire on 1.3 occasions during the month 
wi tho ': t"::t +, a 031.::\:5 ~v.:flic,'jed upon the aircraf:h. 

L:1 ,.ted oelol" are the anti-aircraft fire incidents during the month: 

10 0313.30H 2 aircraft on a recon mission received small arms automatic 
fire from (AT 96S655)o One aircraft was hit in the tail pylon. No injuries 
sustained 0 

2" O/.l1~5H ~i\:!.:!'craft on a resupply mission received S111'111 arms fire from 
(BT 0:2':;:'0). One a:lrcraft .Tas hit in the tail pylon 0 No injuries sustained. 
Crew Chitlt" retu:~ed fire, resuHs unknOWIlo 

30 O;lJ30H ltlrcraft received small arms fire from (AT 968642) while 
participatiilg in a resupply mission. Aircraft took a round through the c1.am 
shell door and through one of the inter oil lines. .JU,rcrafJG was forced ·tio 
land but managed to fly clear of the qnseC'"Jl'e araa before land:tng~ 1~int­
enanee crew was dispatched and the aircraft repaired and returned to base 
with no injuries being sustained. 

48 06ll00H A flight of 8 aircraft received small arms automatic fire 
from (ZC 1455.35) while on an emergency resupply mission. Wnile one aircraft 
was in the zone at this coordinate a 60mm mortar rot~1d hit a few yards ip 
front of the aircraft. The pilot inunediately took off with no damage or 
injuries resulting from the martar round. 

5. 090900H A flight of 10 aircraft r~ceived small arms fire from (ST 
095556) while on a resupply missiono One aircraft rece:ived a hit.. Round 
hit the co-rilot's window and out the top of the cockpit. No injuries were 
sustained. 

6. 121000H A flight of 6 aircraft received small arms automatic fire 
from (BT 220170). One aircraft was hit in the aft fuel cello Aircraft 
continued to fly with no injuries being sustainedo 

7. 1612.30H 2 aircraft on Med Evac mission received small arms fire fr~ 
(YO 499591). No hits or injuries sustained. 

S. 2217l5H 2 aircraft on Med Evac mission received emall arms fire rro~ 
(YD 490330). One aircraft received a hit on the armor plate, pilot 's B!Lj~j" 
No damage or injuries sustained. 

9. 22l045H 2 aircraft on a resupply mission received small arms fire 
from (AT 95865S). No hits or injuries 8uetained. 

10. 221700H 2 aircraft on a resupply missiou received small arms fire 
from (AT 962653). No hits or injuries sustained. 
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11. 281140H 2 aircraft on a recon mission received small arms fire 
from (AT 972644). One round entered the left window of the lead aircr~ft 
fatally wounding the aerial observer, lstLt. J. A. SCHIMD 084862~ The 
round exited the top of the left canopy. 

12~ 281515H 2 aircraft on a recan mission received ~ll arms fire 
from (AT 962630). The aircraft received two small arms hits resulting in 
minor damage, one round hit the center ft,lel cell, went through the cabin 
and exited through the left side of the turtleba~k. The second round hit 
the rotor balde. No injurieG ~ere sustained. 

13. 31 Dec (Time unknown) Aircraft on a resupply mission received 
small arms fire from (AT 915584). One bit was sustained i~ aft fuel cell. 
No injuries were sustained. 

HMM-263 

In the month of December, the squadron had a total of 80 hostile fire 
incidents, including 30 aircraft sorties receiving 46 hits. Thissigni­
ficant increase in the incidents of hostile groundfire is directly attri­
butable to increased Viet Cong activity in the squadron area of operationse 
The increased number and percentage of aircraft hits appears to be a con-,. 
sequence of the influx of hard-core Viet Cong/PAVN troops in this area of 
operations, who are more experienced and proficient in tech:Jiques of anM.­
aircraft firing. This was evidenced in Operation "Harvest Hoon li during 
Gr .. 19 December in which Mlrine Units were in contact with esMmated elements 
of the 1st va Regiment and of an unidentified PAVN unit (Later evaluated 
to be from the 319 Anti-aircraft Battalion. Squadron participation in th1.8 
operation resulted in 33 hostile fire incidents including 15 aircraft sort­
ies receiving 25 hits, one of these being the first inciaent of a squadron 
aircraft being hit Oy a round from a 12.7mm/.50 caliber automat~~ weapon. 

The areas of heaviest hostile groundfire during December were grid 
squ8~es 'DT 66)17 incidents, (AT 95)10 incidents, (RT 13}~' incidents, 
(DT 03)7 incidenGs, and (AT 96)6 incidents. 

One possible compromise of classified information occurred when a. pilotts 
classified frequenqy card for Operation "Harvest Moon" blew out the cockpit 
window during flight. This incident was reported to higher headquarters and 
corrective measures were effected to prevent a recurrence. 

The intelligence section of ~361 is now briefing all missions other 
than those remaining within the local TAORo During IlHarvest Moon", a cozn;:;; 
plete situation map of troop dispositions, ene~ gun ~placements, and 
anti-aircraft incidents was kept at the squadron level. Capt. D. M. L01.JE 
made several trips to the scene in order to suPPl1 more information to 
pilots flying in the area of 9peration. 

There were 42 fire reports a"d 19 spot reports s~bmitted by the 
squadron in December. The majority of these reports were in connection 
with Harvest MOo~~ 
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-. 
su ~'1. H&MS-16 

Intelligence program well organised and functioning within the 
guidelines emanating from next senior command. 
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• 1 7 
CROUND DEFENSE 

Nav: g'uard ord~rs put into ~ff~ct last month have proven to give maximum 
covflr'sge of the squadron area.. Posts number 'llhl"ee, four and five on the 
second and third reliefs have been doubled to provide increased security. 

Aircraft continue to be dispersed nightly with a constant shift in park­
ing location in a continuing effort to prevent a discernable pattern fram 
being established. 

On the morning of 10 December at 0200, the squadron was notified that __ 
the district headquar,tc-,;s two miles to the north had received a mortar attack. 
The Squad:;:'Ol'l '..tas placed on 100% alert and all defensive positions were T~'an­
ned throughout the nighto 

The evening of the 10th at approximately 1930 intelligence sources 
revealed the possib:i1ity of an attack that evening on the Phu Ba1 air­
field.. Based on this intelligen ce ten aircraft were dispersed to the Hue. 
Citadel airstrip and the squadron was placed on 100% secUl'Hy. That even .. 
ing a patrol from the Third Battalion Fourth Marines encountered a VC pat­
rol, intentions unknown, approximately 750 meters east of the airstrip. 8 
VC KIlt, 1 VC captured. No further incidents were recorded and all aircraft 
returned to base by 0700 on 11 December. 

MAB3-J.6 

The provisional rifle company continued to provide security for Marbla 
Mountain Air Facility. This company is formed from. personnel from all 
units aboard this facility and supported logistically by ~ARS-16. 
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• 
AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE. 

tiMM-161 

The maintenance section facilities imprnved this month with the com­
pletion of Hardback tents for shop and storage areas. This greatly en­
htmO'3G the working conditions and certainly was paramount in providing 
sheltered areas ror equipment which may otherwise have been damaged due 
to the predomin&~ce or inclement weather during the last two weeks of 
December. 

The aircraft availability during this month averaged 84%. The AOCP 
rate decreased 5% during this month. lnginuity in the repair of fuel 
cells is note worthy. Rubber cement and battle dressing gauze applied 
to both sides of the puncture seals the fuel cell effectively. Vere it 
not for this simple repair we would presently have 3 aircraft AOCP for 
fuel c\311s ~ 

The squadron received its first 150 series UH-34D this month. Al­
though additional replacement aircraft will of necessity be provided. 
Periodically it is not necoc3sari1y true that 150 series aircraft wi1l.be 
the normal replaosmen'1; series. 

As always typical of a combat situation problems arj.se which re-
quire immediate action under other than ideal conditions. One such case 
in point was the fact maintenance repair in the field of the tail rotor 
replacement of a UH-34D at Ashua 25 miles to the west of Phu lli1. One hour 
and 45 minutes after the aircraft developed trouble it was flying againo 

HMM-263 

During the month of December, the squadron flew a total of 1422.7 hours, 
more than any month so far in Vietnam. 

Average aircraft availability rose to 11 for the whole month, and 13 
during the last week, showing a steady rising number of available aircraft. 

The squadron began the month with 20 aircraft assigned, 16 in A-1 status 
and 4 in a G-3 (in repair ~t O&R) status. On 2 December one of the aircr.aft 
at O&R, EG-10(150574),wns transferred to O&R; on the same day, the squadron 
picked up a newly overhauled aircraft, EG-21 (150255). On 3 December EG-5 
(148797) had an engine failure on take-off from Danang and in subsequent 
hard landing the aircraft suffered B (overhaul) darragse A priority DIR was 
requested for the engine; results have not yet been received, but it is 
strongly suspected that the :a:agl1sto was the cause of the failure. It was.­
the fi~st (and only) engine failure in the squadron. The aircraft was 
eventually shipped to O&R. ]n December the squadron received another new­
ly overhauled aircraft, EG-7 (150263), and another on 13 December, EG-19 
(150228). On 23 December, a low time aircraft, E~18 (l48081), was received 
from ~163, bringing the total aircraft assigned to the squadron to 23, 
19 in A-1 status. On 26 December, all squadron's aircraft at O&R were trans­
ferred to ~~163, giving the squadron a total of 19 aircraft, all in an 
A-l status. On 29 December, the latest aircr~ft was received, again from 
O&R, EG-17 (145792). The squadron ended the month with 20 aircraft, all 
in the A-1 status. 

The squadron had .3 aircraft AOCP from 1 through 28 December, and 
finished the month with 2 AOCP, the lowest numberAOC~ since arrival in 
Vietnam. 
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• 
VM0-2 expended during the month of December, 402 2.75 FFAR rockets, 

22,30J rounds of 7.62 and used 41,000 gallons of JP-4. 
'1'.>:,01'9 we:-e seven engine changes required, ranginp' in reason from sand 

eror:;~.n~' OD. one, stator vane corrosion on one, Nl nozzle burnt out on two, 
to s-:,ri;:e .damage in three accid'3:::1ts. 

There were five aircraft damaged by small arms fire, three by ,,50 caliber, 
and three by .30 caliber. One of the fiVe suffered damage by both .50 and 
.30. 

The average aircraft availability for the month of December was 9.4. 

The evrage number of aircraft assigned for the month was 18.:2: Average 
utilization waS 74.8 hours with a daily average availability of 12.5 air-
0:,,'30::' .'. The ac·~ual aveila bili ty was 60/10. Total number of hits was 17 on 
12 aircraft. 

Aircra~t parts availability has improved considerably. Presently have 
14 Aocr parts outstanding. 
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• • 
CAMP MAINTENANCE 

HMM-161 

Keeping up with the drainage, repairs due to water darrage and tre frel!rh 
water and trash details became major projects in the adverse weather condi­
tions. The Officer I sand SNCO 1 s side of the mess hall lNa.S overheaded with 
parachute material under the supervision of the Mess Officer. The Hess 
Hall] pot shack, and Vietnamese head ~ere rescreened. ~so, the urinals 
around the camp ~ere screened with canvas and the washing facilities 
next to the heads \-rere improved. Usable lumber was segregi#.~;ed from scrap 
with the scrap lumber donated and delivered to neeqy Vietnamese families. 
Pallets, screen wire, lumber, etc. have all been stacked according to size 
and type. 

MIl.BS-16 

A new to~er for a 3000 gallon water tank was completed at the galley, 
and construction was begun on a ~awer to hold 2-)000 gallon water tanks 
at the well by MCB-9 personnel. MCB-9 completed the t~o permanent shower 
facilities except for the required plumbing. 

1~e foloYing constructions completed by the MABS-16 construction section v 
constl~cted 125 mess hall tables, built a new Group CO's office and confer- -
ence room, converted 7 strong-backed GP frames to permanent tinned buildings, 
converted the S-l, S-2 and 5-3 complex from strong-backed tents to perma.n:3.'1'(j 
tinned buildings, constructed a water tower for a 3000 gallon tank at the 
EM shower, partitioned off the Staff NCO area in the new mess hall, instal­
led partition and food service counter in the officers mess wing, poured, 
20' X 40' concrete slab for garbage house, pre-cut all lumber for garbage 
house, buiH hot locker and storage room for MABS.,.16 M:tterial, began con~ 
struction on five hot lockers for the mess hall, built and installed shut­
ters and sorting bins at MABS-16 laundry, constructed several large boxes 
for shipment and storage of motor transport and material equipment, and 
made continuous repairs on all heads. 

The following electrical construction was accomplished; pole.lipe con­
struction from pump house to motor transport section, --revrl:e9d entirely the 
S-l, 5-2 and S-3 offices, the motor transport office and the Jll~263 read,y­
room, wired the new Group CC's office, the water point tent and pump house, 
the welding and paint shops at H&MS-16, installed runway lighting, wired all 
VMQ-2 tents on flight line, wired eating areas in new mess hall, installed 
wiring and receptacles in several living tents and MliBS-16 office, installEd 
conversion boards for standby genera,tors at sick bay and communications, a:o.d 
repaired 9 generators. 

The plumbing section accomplished the following; installed all plumbing 
in new galley and mess hall, including piping from 3000 galJon water stor~ge 
tank outside galley, installed leach bed behind mess fall to facilit~.::;\i 
drainage, installed drains in all sinks in galley, installed draina.nd s~;:','k 
at Sick bay, cleaned 3000 gallons water ta.Jks at officers and SNCO show::J!:a~ 
completed plumbing of SNCO Olub, ins·balled shower drains at EM sho~e:r, 
hlUlt trap for drain at the officers showar and made plumbing repairs to 
all shower:!, 
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• • - The reefer section had the following major jobs: prepared one ME-IO 
reefer for its transfer to Phu Bai, moved ice flakes machine to new galley 
and b:::Ut new ice chest for same and se:rviced and repaired reefers and 
ice r:r.oh:"cnes as required. 

'::'he '.i.'llFDS section issued 2S9,03S gallons of Av1at~on Gas at Mtrble 
Mounta:i.:il J:"l,T:' Fac.U:t ty c> Members of the TAFDS section conducted a technical 
insp9ction on the ~AFDS equipment at Mn~ll and established a V~BS SOP for 
safety dur1l1g T'~7DS fuel handling operations. Embarkation data was brought 
up to date and eq'l1ipmen"h remarked~ Support wasgive-ll to VJAG-36 which had 
established a TA~?DS at landing zone OAK during the Operation Ii¥,arvest Moon". 
Transportr.:i;ion a'(j outlying sites still remains a proplem for TAFDS persom:a 1e 
TAFDS personnel at Dong Ha live at Quang Tri and nmst rely oh Army and Air 
Force vehicles to travel the 9 miles between tte placeS a At Tam Ky the 
personnel live at the MACV compound, work at theProvinc~ Headq~ters 
3 miles away and are resupplied by druma which are delivered to an airstrip 
appro::.:l:rnn t"ly S miles away. Here, again Army and Air Force vehicles must 
be used (when available) to transport personnel and drums. 
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• • - COMMUNICATIONS 

The communicatiane for this period were in most instances at the h1~hest 
standards, with a reliability factor of 90%+. Numerous improvements and 
addi-;jional equipment are largely accountable, namely: 

I~·161 has finally provided adequate power to operate a TRC-75 on the 
Wing TAC net. This has resulted in reliable 24 ho~ communications with 
HMM-161. 

Several AN/TT-4s we:::'e found in Group Supply Warehousel Of these, :2 
were in excellent operating condition. One is presently installed in MAG-16 
~g center - which has resulted in good quality run-off. The other was .. sent 
to MAG-12 who also were in a similar predicament. 

Utl1ities has relocated and r8tlired thei:: 75 KW generator which sup­
ports the mess hall and comm: center, thus resulting in constant steady 
power., 

To further alleviate our power source, the AN/MRC-~:2 van and S-126 
crypto shelter were oonnected to the USAF generator. 

But with all these improvements there is one that excel1s above all. 
That is the spirit and devotion of the of MAG-16 who stand and work at 
their lIunglorious ll tasks. These men, for the most part, realize the-mission 
communications-to Serve the Command and to serve in the highest standards. 

During the 2nd an~ 3rd week of Dec, comm section supported the Advance 
Operations unit of MAG-16's S-3 section on operation Harvest ¥oon. Comm­
unications were provided for landing zone control and frag missions. De­
ployed equipment consisted of: 1 MRC-38, 1 PRC-47, 1 PRC-41 plus batteries 
and accessories, 1 PRO-IO and 1 RC-292. 

Enclosure (1) shows the equipment being off loaded. For future operat~ons 
the follo-"ling package is recommerlded depending on the miSflj on and require­
ments submitted by the 5-3. I MRC-87, 1 MRC-83, 1 PRC-47, I PRC-41, 1 PRC-lO, 
1 RG-292 and 1 PIQ-5 accessories etc. 

As a helpful note to future MAG-16 ConnnOls~ During such operations 
we are usually callee'! upon to assist other units with a.dditionaJ comm 
equipment primarily rRC-47's and PRO-41's. Special emphasis shou1n be 
placed on care and maintenance of this equipment and its power supplies to 
maintain all in a constant useable status. 

Conmnmications section underwent an A&M inspection by C~, lstMA1~r. The 
resulting grade was 90%, Discrepancies which were noted are being cor­
rected. 

Particulars: Message Center: Attempts were made to reinstall full duplex 
TT circuit but either Wing or MAG-16 was without the necessary back up 
equipment 0 

Modification and maintenance cards were initiated on all equipment and 
are being maintained qy Tech shop. 

MAG-16 message center processed 2,999 incoming run 572 outgoing messages. 
There was a notable drop in outage time resulting from MAG-16. Wing 

however has been plagued with considerable equipment failures • 
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• • -~: Communioations over Wing Cmd #2 and Wing TAO Net continued success­
fully and have :1:~proved with the employment of an AN/TRC-75 with HMM-161. 

Radio Section made a fine performance of the aforementioned "spirit" .. 
Oy th9 hard work of the personnel deplqyed on "Harvest Moon". 

Rad~06 . for the perimeter guard have heen taking unusual rou~h treat ... 
men·t d"':9 to the elements 0 Constant stress has been plaoed on care and 
cleaning. 

The BA-279 situation has temporarily been solved qy the support of 1st 
LAAM Battalion. The batteries are available in the system and supply has 
been notifiede 

Repair: 1t1der -the guidance and knowledge of GySgt SNYDER (maintenance Chief) 
and the pr.").:?essiona1 skill of repair section close to 90% of "downed" equip­
ment has been brought to an operational status. 

A maintenance program has been initiated and kept in progress. 
Total repair activity: 13S pieces of equipment processed, 27 pieces 

evacuated to higher echelon maintenance, 15 pieces returned from higher 
echelon maintenance, 118 pieces of equipment returned to sections and 121 
new requiSitions processed. 

~: Trouble shooting of lines and phones has continued with maximum 
effo:::'t~ 

Various phones were H~1oca ted and 5 addi ti onal installed. 
Three new speakers (LS-l03) were received and installed immediately .. 

Plastic bags are now used to cover the terminal pc;'i'~ of these speakers to 
keep corrosion and rust at a mininrum,; 

MAG-16 para1oft, upon request from comm section, provided blue canvas 
duck covers for all test stations. These covers are being installed and 
will prevent moisture and sand from corroding terminal posts and wires. 

Personnel: Effective Strength 

1 Officer 61 Enlisted 

Joined: 

prc N. C. BOWHAN 2531/2532 
LCpl F. GUNTHER 2541 

Departed: 

Cpl. L. D. STOVER 2511 
SSgt F. E. JESSEE 2511 
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• 
LOGISTICS 

HMM-16l 
-~ 

Ti'~9 logistics work this past month ha.s centered around the completion .. 
of camp construction, further 'Work on internal projects and ueparatians 
for the move to Okinawa" Honsoon rains hampered the outdoor work serious­
ly, howeve~ w~ch time was spent profitably on indoor projects. 

Food Services: This month, many of the items on order thro~gh Material 
arrived, and the receipt of stoves, brooms, swabs, glasses and serving 
dishes has improved the capability to serve attractive and well-prepared 
meals 0 A wa~er trailer was mounted on a CONE! box at the rear of the Mess 
Hall provid~~g running water inside the galle.r. The request ror a galley 
extension was approved and a bid has been submitted to the Group Fiscal 
arficer. The Wing Contracting Officer will solicate and approve the final 
contract. . 

M:lterial: Inventories are being conducted with the IM"-163 Responsible 
arficer of our organizational property. At this time, all equipnent is in 
dry storage which was accomplished with our "hot box" and the aid of two 
~unny days this month. Our oold weather equipment has been turned in to 
Group SnpplY and has reduced the ell10unt of storage apace that is required 
for this squadron. A weather shelter was built to shlelo those items which 
do not necessarily require indoor storage. 

Medical: The medical department has been able to process a consider­
able amount of backlogge~ paperwork. This is a direct result of our new 
"Sick Bayll. Daily sanitation reports are now being made which aid both 
ourselves and Crunp Maintenance in sanitation control. 

MJlBS-16 

This unit has received 63% of its 180 day spares. This unit still has 
P.ri 02 requisitions out on Diesel parts for 90 days. 
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MOTOR TRANSPORT 

~J36-16 

MAG-16 Motor Transport section received 21 new M38Al jeeps and one 
new MB-5 crash truck on 24 December 1965. These vehicles will replace 
all 1+-422 Mighty Mites which will be turned in, and the MB.-5 whieh was 
destrqyed during the Viet Cong attack on 28 October 1965. 

~ 

The Motor Transport office vas able to establish better and more effic­
ient working spaces during the month, and constructed a shop. They turned 
in one aircraft ref~$16r to MABS-16 MT and received one in replacement. 
The former was burned during the attack on the morning of 28 October 1965. 

The Motor T office received three new jeeps, ~38Al, and one truck, 
platform, airfield maintenance, from MllBS-l6., 

Fuel"consumption was 146 gallons and 313 gallons of diesel. Total 
mileage was 4 695 miles. . 

As of 31 December there are no prime moving vehicles on deadline. 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 


