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MARBLE MOUNTAIN AIR P'ACILITY 

REPUBLIO OF VIET N}~~ 

PERIOD COVEREDt 1 THROUGH 31 JANUARY 1966 
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PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. COMMl\.ND AND RANK COMPOSURE (C I 
Billet· ~ Name/Rank 

CO MA.G-16:~ THOmS J. Of CONNOR Col 
XO MAG-16 \ ~ ROBERT L. SI'\1MONS LtCol 
Adjutant ~ CLlffiENGE D. DICKEY Capt 
S-1 Officer ~ FREDERICK 1~. M(SHEl:lS HA.j 
3-2 Officer . Ll'JJRENCE D. GLENN 1st Lt 
Sr 3 Officer HENRY tL 8TZllDMAN Naj 
8 ... 4 Officer il1DON HCBl"&'lI)T.~ LtCol 
CO H&MS-16 JERONE L c GOEBEL LtOo1 
CO Mi.:BS-16 LE~IS Io ZEIGLER Maj 
00 ~161 REX C. DEN~[i Jr LtCol 
CO m·W ..... J.63 CHl..RLES [:". HOUSE LtCol 
CO HMM..26] TRUH.f.I~ CLf.l.RI{ Lt'Ool 
CO HMM~ 361 LI,CYD J. CHILDERS LtCo1 
CO VMO-2 GEORGE F. BAll1l;N LtC01 
OIC ~U III H&HS JAMES C. BRO'Ui.\'; Capt 
Ole MATCU-68 ROBERT C. COULTER Capt 

2. l£~K ORGIl.l\JIZl.TION (c L 

H&MS-16 - Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN 
MA8S-l6 - Marble Mountai. n Air F acili ty, RVN 

Period 

1-31 Jan 1966 
1-31 Jan 1966 
1-31 Jan 1966 
1--31 Jan 1966 
1-31 Jan 1966 
1-31 Jan 1966 
1-31 Jan 1966 
1-31 Jan 1966 
2-31 Jan 1966 
1 ... 31 Jan 1966 
1-31 Jan 1966 
1-31 Jan 1966 
1-31 Jan 1966 
1-31 Jan 1966 
1-31 Jan 1966 
1-31 Jan 1966 

HMM-161 - Marine Corps Air Facility, Futema, Okinawa 
HHH-163 - Hue Phu Bai 0 RVN 
HMH ... 263 ... Harb1e Moun-Le.ln Air Facility, RVN 
ID1M ... 361 - Marble Mountain Air Facilit:r , RVN 
VMO-2.· Mar-Ue Mountain ll.ir Fadli ty, RVN 
SUf,~ H&t"1S-16 - Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN 
MiI.'l'Cjj. ... 6$ _ ¥JE.l.rble ~1ounta.in Air Facility, RVN 

3. J.'WEFA.,GE MONTHLY STRENGT'"d.§.J.gl 

S"Ul.DRON 
~.---
Mil.G.J.6 
H&MS~16 
l-W3S.-16 
ID1!-L161 
HMH ... 163 
HMH-'263 
HMM-361 
VMO., 2 _.i_ •.. -

SU+-l H8&IS 
HATOU-68 

USMC 
Off Enl 
2$9 1552 
,.34 286 
13 34$ 
4'l I'll 
48 169 
48 165 
50 158 
33 142 
10 56 
'6 57 

3 

DECLASSIFIED 

USN 
Off Enl 
10 25 
a 0 
5 6 
1 4 
1 4 
1 3 
1 3 
1 5 
o 0 
o 0 
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11-'. 
4. lroporta.rrt Visitors to the Command (U) 

a. iJM()....2 - There were many and varied missions with liaison 
and control functions, and several distinguished visitors carried. Among 
the latter w€lre included the Commandant of the Marine Corps, Gen. 1!lallace 
M~ Greene Jr.~ LtGen~ Engler, U.S.A., MajGenls Walt, McCutcheon~ and Fields; 
BrigGen1s Carl, Jones, and ~Dglish. From the Navy, the Squadron carried 
RAd:m~s Miller and Monroe. The civilian personnel were represented by 
SemI Gor : s Mondale and J a'li ts ~ Other dis tinguished paS sengel's were Sir . 
S:taphan Weir, Hasan Istinyeli,. LtGen Heintges, Cacabas Van dir Zwaal, 
SantiA..go Ro Tabanera, Ake Sjolin, Pharo Thu.y Lu, Rufino Laspiur, Edde Munch, 
Per Ryding, TIlilip Habit, B. F. Bolt, and Dr. Fran Van Do, 

b 0 1'1Am?::..lQ~ Charlton Heston, toured the area and ",as well received. 

CO H&HS .. 16 () 'Ihere were tilO distinguished visitors lifted by H&M3-l6! S 

C-117Do -They-'~ere BrigGenls Carl and Dobson D 
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PART II 

NA..RJ1.ATIVE SUi'tJ?fLliRY 

During the month of January the Group carried out normal resupply of 
ARITN I Corps and III HAF units as v;e11 as medevac functions. H&MS-16 
carried out fixed wing trans~ort sorties utilizing the Squadrons / C-ll7De 
Operations Th.gle 48, War Bonnet, Tam Son 219, Mallard, Long Knife, Long 
Lance, and Eagle 49 were carried out and 3upported by MAG-16 aircraft. 

The Sparrow Hawk flight vas insti tutei and successfully err~loyed dur­
jng this period, the Sparrow Ha",k being a variation of Eagle 1'lights of 
old" 

HMH-.16.3 re;>laced HW1-lcl as the llltte~ 'squadron moved to MCAF Futema, 
and the fo~er to Hue Phu Bai on 4 January, where they quickly buckled 
down to business v.Tith Operation Eagle 48 on the morning of 5 January~ 
ID1H-161 took with them the warm regard of the 1st ARVN Division in the 
form of a COmI".emorative plaque. In addition 12 members of the Squadron 
received the Viet~Bmese Cross of Gallantry at a formal coremony on 2 
January 1966 0 

Over 160 ~fudevac missions vere flown by Group aircraft, mostly by 
Vl10! s Slick/Gun medevac team, a combination th&t has proved to be the 
fastest, most reliable method of evac. '. 

The Harble Mountain Defense perimeter has been extended to the North 
and South and additional bunkers added.. Lt Col House, C.O. of F~l'-1M-163, 
reports that Hue Phu Bai i s defensive postions are being streng"t.hened 
considerablyo Sentry Dogs and Seismic Intrusion Devices have a~3isted 
guard personnel in detecting the approach of would-be infiltrators on 
several occasions. 

Operation Mallard saw the employment of the V~G-16 Comm-Liaison 
Party, consisting of 1 officer, 3 enlisted and HF~ UHF, FM radio equip­
ment fl01,rn to the advanced logistics area, The Cown-Liaison Team coord­
inated helo requests 1 deliveries, and greatly assisted in obtaining max­
imum utilization of helos assigned to resupply misrions for the operation. 
MAG-,16 vill be prepared to deploy a similiar team on future operations 
i~rloving a LSA or BSA in which the Group participates. 

Construction on a second parking mat for the Air Facility is under­
vay at the present time with hopes that it will be completed prior to tho 
arrival of the CH-46 squadron expected in the future e 

1 January 1966 

HMM-161 - (U) With the arrival of the ney year, the "Weather finally 
cleared and th8 ~11n shona thrJugh the partial overcast for the first 
'Gime -il'l. .three; weeks .; 
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With the limited scope of the frags for this date, ~161 requested 
permission from MAG-16 to complete a resu~ply to the ARVN outposts of 
Ba Long (YD 175-402) and Calu (YD 011-453), ·.,hich had been started on .31 
December and vas not completed beoause of darkness. 

Permission having been granted, and the liaison with the 1st ARVN 
Division Headquarters in Rue being conilllcted, g aircraft departed Phu 
Bai for the ARVN loading zone at La Vang (YD 342-507). Escort aircraft 
were scrambled through CofferDam Alpha. A total of 42,000 Ibs, of cargo 
"TA.S lifted into the two outposts without incident. 

ID1M-26.3 - (S) Launched two aircraft to Quang Tri to stand SM North in 
support of the USAF. 

HMM-361 - (U) Eight aircraft from ~.361 flew an ARVN resupply to Dai 
Loc and Nang Son led by Maj. R. IN, DUPHINEY. The total cargo lifted waS 
71,720 pounds in 119 sorties and 35.4 flight hours. Forty-one ARVN troops, 
94 civilians, and 1 U,S. military advisor were transported. 

VN0-2 - (C) Armed escort Huey for Power glide delivered suppressive fire 
on an area to the west of landing zone at (AT 875-695) but no damage 
estimate was avai1able Q 

2 January 1966 

HMM-26.3 - (S) During a .3rd Marines resupply, small arms fire ,JUS received 
from (BT 189-568); no hits resulting. One VO waS lifted on a 9th Marines 
resupply. 

Ht'~361 - (U) RAdm. ~moDts party of 12 waS taken on an inspection of 
the various naval facilities in the Da Nang area by Capt. D. L. CHAMBER's 
sectiono 

.3 January 1966 

~16l - (U) On the eve of HMM-161 1s departure of the Phu Bai area, 
the squadron waS committed for standby missions only. 

HMM-263 - (S) Supported Operation War Bonnet by lifting 193 U.S. mili­
tary and 2.5 tons of cargoa Supported USAF by standing S}lR North at 
Quang Tri. 

HMM-36l - (0) Maj. P. E. BENET' i.ed six aircraft on a sweep and clear 
action in the vicinity of (BT 154-597). A total of 305 MUrines were 
lifted in two separate 'flights. One wounded man was also evacuated at 
this time. 

4 January 1966 

~161 - (c) ! troop lift into (YD 783-126) from the Second Battalion 
First Marines Oommand Post was the final missi~n prior to deployment 
to Okinawa for HMM-161 in the Viet Nam area. The landing zone 'WaS prepped 
by gunfire from the Fourth Battalion T\velfth Marines for 10 min,.. 
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Approximately 750 rounds vrere fired into the zone. The final round 
fired w~s ~fuite Phosphorous and signaled the aerial observer to mark the 
landing zone with smoke as the sixteen aircraft, led by Lt Col Denny, 
The Squadron Commanding Officer, dropped into the zonSe No enemy 
resistance was encountered o 

Upon the comp1eti'Jn of the troop lift, the squadron conducted a 
fly over of the Phu Bai Airfield. After landing, all flight committments 
were aSS1.L'1led by HMl·1-163. 

By 1700, all squadron personnel v,ero enroute to Okimlwa aboard three 
KC-130 aircraft. 

:fl}IT~~26:3 - (C) During recon of the TAOR one hit waS received from small 
arms fire at (AT 960-590)0 

5 January 1966 

H}fr~-16:3 - (C) The squadron arrived in c0untry in the afternoon of 
4 Jan 1966< On tho morning of 5 Jan 1966 Operation Eagle 4g in support 
C)f the 1st ARVN Division waS initiated. Using 16 Helicopters, 180 ARVNts 
were lifted to (YD 7g5-09.4.) 0 The zone was prepared by aircraft and artil~ 
lery <> Approximately tHO hcmrs la.ter 6 helicopters carried a 90 man f.RiJN 
resorvo force from Phu Bai to Cm 785-094). The total waS 270 ARVN in 
16 CT tasks and 16.1 flight h"lurs. No fire vas received during this 
operati-:m. 

h1<1M .. 263 - (C) Suupor'Ged Operntion Lang Lance by lifting 243 U.S. mili­
tary, 5 VN military, 13 VG prisoners, and 5.1 tons of cargo. During this 
operation, small arms fire was received from (AT 8856), (AT 8956), and 
(J~T SOb-567)" r'~')rtar fire was received from (AT 806-567), Hi th no hits 
resulting. 

HMt1-361 - (C;) Lt Col L 0 F. CHILDERS commanded a flight of 2g nircraft, 
14 of which were from IiM;"! ... 263, 01:1 the initial strike of 0peration llLong 
Lanco "" B Company of 1/1 had moved, by CClllVOY, to 11ui Dnt the night of 
:3 January. 0 and D companies were then lifted to (AT 808-563), on the 
morning of 5 January? by Lt Col CHILDERS I flight~ rhe battalion command 
post and a 4,,2 in. mortar battery were also lifted into the zone$ A total 
of 244 l~rines were carried along with 9,900 lbs of cargo. The zone was 
hot with occasional mortar bursts and automatic fire received. At one 
point, an air strike was called in on the village south of the zone, v,hich 
neutralized much of the hostile fire from that area~ 

VM0-2 - (C) 4 UH_1ETS participated in Operation Long Lanoe. The air­
craft provided a v,eathor recon of the operational a.rea, armed escort for 
several UH-34D lifts~ and TAC(A) for airstrikes by Oxwood. They also placed 
suppressive machine gun fire on enemy positions and performed a Med Evac 
of one wounded Marine. One hit waS received in the vicinity of (AT 800-
558). Damage was slight, and the aircraft continued on its mission with 
no injury to personnel. 

-7 ENCL01H:'1h 
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6 January 1966 

HMM-26) - (0) Continued support of Operation Long Lance by lifting 148 
U.S. military, 1 VN military, 1 VN civilian, :lnd 7.1 tons of cargo. to ' 
.(AT S36S). On this mission, small arms fire was received from (AT ?SS-
652) wi~h no hits. One swimmer was rescued from AT 959-659. I Oorps 
was supported by lifting 6 u.s. military,14 VN militnry, 3 VN civilians, 
and 6.5 tons of cargo to (as 3S0-96S) (Ha Thanh). 

VM0-2 - (C) 4 UH-IE's were committed to Long Lance, flying as TAO(A), 
TAO missions for Parkgreen 14 F, armed escort, and providing evacuation 
for one wounded Marine. The med evac aircraft received hostile fire 
from automatic weapons at (AT 805-565), but no hits were received. 

7 January 1966 J 

~263 - (S) On a recon flight, small arms fire was received from (AT 
93S-58l) witb no hits. Operation Long Lance was supported by. lifting 
7.2 tons of cargo and 142 U.S. military and U.S. WIA. Small arms fire 
was recetved from (AT 89S-599) and (AT 920-595) \..rith one hit. USAF waS 
supported by standing SAR North at Quang Tri. 

VM0-2 - (U) The Commandant was carried on a tour of the Danang TAOR. 
During the hours of darkness, the Medevac aircraft were called to Ashau, 
50 miles away from the Laotion border~ 

8 January 1966 

~263 - (U) During recons of the TAOR, small arms fire was received 
from (aT 040-694) (AT 994-610) and (AT 019-600) with no hits. 

ID-1M,...361 - (C) During a retrograde of 9S U.S. troops, led by Maj. r" 

R. W. DUPHlNEY, PFC JOHN J. GRIFFITH was wounded slightly by a round 
which passed through the aircraft, through the scat cushion, and into 
his wallet. The slug cut through the wallet and bro~e the skin. At 
the time the r0und was received, the aircraft was loading on the gr0 und. 

VMO-2 - (0) While UH-IEts were performing a visual recon of the Danang 
TAOR, they encountered light hostile fire from (BT 040-694). Squadron 
aircraft performed as TAC (A), c,:mtrolling Oxwood aircraft in an air­
strike for Parkgreen 14F in the Mallard area (BT 041-693). The Hueyls 
also expended their own ordnance on the target, in the vicinity of (aT 
00-60). Hostile fire was en~ountered ~ (BT 019-59B) and (BT 005-609) 
and returned by the crmed UR-IEl s • Artillery was also directed on the 
area after several VO were spotted firing from the open. Results were 
undetermined. On a visual recon mission, encountered light small arms, 
fire areaS southwest of Dnnang at (BT 063-267) and (BT 058-625). No 
hits werereceived~ 
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9 January 1966 

HMM .. 263 _ (C) Supported I Corps by lifting 6 U.s. Mil, 41 VN J:vfil, 121 
VN civilians and 7,,5 tons of c:3.rgo to (AT 947-584) (Giao Ai), where intens­
ive small arms fire waS received on a'Jproach resulting in 3 hits. Small 
arms fire was also rec.eived on a recon of the TAOR from (ET 054-635) wi th 
no hits. 

VNO-2 - (U) Flm.,r visual and photo recr:m JI1issirms Gf Dawng T.4.0R and area 
northwest of Danang. EDc!)untered light small arms fire from (BT 152-61;;:). 
No hits on aircraft. 

],0 January 1966 

Hl1l:-i-263 - (0) lrllring :passenger run for I Corps, small arms fire was 
receive0 from (AT 9353) with no hits Q One UoS. Mil WIA was lIfted from 
(BT 065c;700) to IICII Ned., 

ffiltvI-361 _ (C) Ma.j ~ Go M. SHIFFLER and his wingman attempted to pick up 
h.,ro dovmed jet pilots in the vicinity of (BT 013-505). After remaining 
on tho scene and giving medical aid to the dOlmed airmen, Maj" SHIFFLER 
W8.S forcGrJ. to give up the rescue due to the extensive injuries of one 
of the men~ He then called in the Air Force rescue team, lv-hich had more 
suttClble equipment for the rescue, and ret.urned to home field. 

11 January 1966 

1001-263 - (8) Supported USAF by standtng SAR North at Quang Trio 
Flew recon of v£,cratbn K'lllard area ::-eceiving small arms fire from (AT~ 
850-549) and (AT S'05-545) vith no hits. Commenced support of Operatio!) 
Mallard by lifting 5.4 tons of cargo, 17 ARVN's and 15 U.S. m:i.li tary. 

lli'1I1-.361 - (0) A force of 147 Vlarines was lifted into (AT 842-518) by a 
flight of 24 :tircraft led by Lt 0')1 CHI1DERS& These troops were to set 
up a blocking p)si tion f'or operation "Mallard ", which start~)d the follow­
ing day. The flight received fire in the zone while flying 56 sorties, 
Five VC were shot by squadron crew chiefs and gunners. 

VMO •. 2 - (C) The Squadron c'lmmitted aircraft to Operation K'lUard as 
TAC(A) and visual recon. Light small arms fire was encJuntered from 
(BT 848-5.6,1) but no hits were received o 1t,111il0 e:Bcortin~ a Tarbush troop 
lift, DH_IEt s encountered hostile fire from (liT 841-515).. N() hits ~.Jere 
received and the aircraft replied ,to the fire with suppressive rocket 
and machinegun fire.,. No damage estimo.te. 

12 January 1966 

HMH-263 - (0) 331 personnel of the 7th Marines were lifted into AT 
8046 for Operation Mallard. This operation received general support 
throughout the day by lifting 3.8 tons of cargo, 26 U.S. Mil, 4 UcS a Civ 
1 VN }iil, 8 VN civ and .30 Viet Oong suspedts. 9 U.s. Viil WIA were taken 
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IV ~ m 
from (J.lT 845-495) to IIC II Med in support of 3rd Marines. Small arms fire 
was received on this sortie from (AT 9665) idth no hits. 

'H:Mt-1-361 - (8) Operation "Nallard l ' went into full svring \-lith Lt Col CHILDERS' 
flight of 16 joining HMl-1-263 in a C'Jmbined effort. The dayf s action con­
sisted of lifting 324 troops and 2,300 Ibs of support gear in 3402 h'Jurs 
and 112 sorties 6 The strike was preceedod by a 40 minute B-52 bombing 
nia . which it ,.,raS hoped ',.'Quld trap the VO between the incoming troops and 
the bloc Icing fr)rce put in the night before. 

13 .Jam:ary 1966 

HM:fv:'--163 - (C) On 13 Jan 1')66 9 aircraft frCJm HMi~163 lifted a company of 
136 men from the 1st i.w'?V:tJ Division to LZ IlB 11 (YD 562-2.32) at 10eOH. 
Simultaneously, 8 o.ircrnft from h;Al'1.-163 supported by 6 aircraft fr0m HMM-
263 lifted 182 tr00ps from the 1st L.RVN Divisicm L'1.to LZ Illl.' (m 572-235). 
i.Rlm intelligence and rec0nnaisance of the area indicated Viet Cong activ-
ity tdth limited firepoVTGr, in the arC8. o To exploit the element of sur-
pr:Lae $ no preparation of Lt; r s waS employed Qnd all tr'Jops were deployed 
in one w"'.'i"e. One Viet Cong Rqllad.;was soon running for the hills in the 
vi-nnl ty of LZ I'B 11 0 Element.s of 'lne or two Squads were spotted west of 
Is,~ Ii /1" but Here caught unav13.re and 1.lnal:lle to bring weapons to bear. ilo 
ceili:1g of' 200 to 300 feet orLlJ.anced the oper"1tion, by gi.tng the Viet Gong 
a sonse of false securit¥. h?pr0ximately two hours later a reserve force 
w<::.s flovm to (m 495-273) as a blocking force in 10 aircraft from HIv1}:J;...16.3. 

HH1'<1-263 - (0) Opo:('ation l''k.'1.lJ.Qrd received r'lutine resupply and administrQt­
i1£8 runs consisting of 2J..9 tons of cargo~ 80 U.S. mil, 25 VN Civ, 90 ves 
and 6Ll- VO, .3 u c S. H:Ll HIlI. ,·Jere taken t·o 110 11 Med and 1 VN ci v 111IA was 
taken to:) the iLl-fiN HosoitaJ. in Damn:z~ SnaIl imns fire waS received at (liT 
835 .. 4(33) e.nd (J~T 866-558) vrith no 11:lts rosnl ting.. One troop lift carriGd 
208 U.S. l1il to (..T 335-488) 0 

HH]'r~· 361 - (U) Maj ~ P. 
si:dke 'GO (m 5g5··242). 
HHM-163. Sporadic fire 
flight took no hits. 

Eo BEtGI led a flight of six aircraft o~ an i}RVN 
The action was in conjutlction vd th ,drcraft from 

was received a~ the edge of t~e .zoue~but the 

VNO-·2 - (U) Light small arms fire waS encountered on a visual and photo 
rec'on mission"'in the vicinity of (BT 077-622), . ut no hits werG received o 

l/~ January 1966 

HMM-263 - (C) ~'Jhne supporting I Corps two aircraft lifting 200 Ibs, 5 
U.S. Mil, and 5 ARVN received intensive automatic weapons fire from (BT 
2428). Lead aircraft received 15 hits and made a semi controlled landing 
at (BT 234-315)~ It is estimated 9 VC were killed by the crew chief and 
gunner 0 
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In ~port of Operation M:!.llard, 100 U.S. Mil 1t,ere lifted from (AT 

845-532) to (AT 98S-677). Other Operation Ha1lard support ~onsisted of 
lifting 11.4 tons of captured rice to D~1 Loc (AT P85-580) for redls­
trbution to civilians. 11 USMC Mil, 10 VN Mil, and S8 VN Civ were also 
lifted4 One USlvtc. Hil 10llA vas lifted from (AT 935-603) to lie" Med. 
Small arms fire was received from (AT B49-549) with no hits. . 

15 Js,nua.ry 1966 

H}fi~263 - (S) Operation Sparrow Havk was introduced to this squadron 
with a practice launch in wnich 4 aircraft lifted 40 u.s. ~fil to{BT 103-
645)and recovered them 20 minutes later. Small arms fire was received 
from (BT 102-(53) with no hit-so Support of Operation lhllard consisted 
of lifting 1305 tons of cargo, 78 U.S. ~al, 4 Japanese photographers, 73 
VlJ civ and 30 VC o Throughout the day small arms fire was received from 
(AT 820-501) and (AT 855502), automatic weapons fire waS received from 
(AT 865-515) with no hits~ Medevacs consisted of lifting one U.S. Mil 
tVIA from (BT 89 rl-51L:.) while receiving intense small arms and automatic 
veo.pons fire in the zon.::;;) The :1il!craft. was hit twice and the pilot 
was clighUy wounded. A second medevac flight lifted 2 U.S. Mil WIA for 
(LT ~35-51q). Automatic and small arms weapon fire was received in the 
zone wi t."tJ no hits ~ L.'3.unched two aircraft to Quang' Tri for S,AR., North in 
suppo~t of the USllF. 

VNO-2 - (G) 11 UH-1E performed a psywar and visual recon mission for 
l'Qrkereen 14 in the aJ,'Oo. south of Danangg also evacuating one civilian 
"lB. and three USJ',1C T;JIA. The regulal~ Hedevac encountered small arms an d 
':1.L'.GCJma';:'ic weapons fire from (BT 063·-625), and while sitting in the zone, 
received morta:..~ fire~ but no hits wel'e received. The Medevac escort 
laid suppressive fire ou the area surr~unding (AT 877-520) where other 
drcrar·t, h<J.d oncounto!'ed fire. 1"100 UB:-IE' s provided armed eSc0rt at 
liigh·~ for. Tarhush ai:!:"~!'aft in the Ballard area, and also flew 11 nigh'li 
viGual recon of the s~.me araa. 

16 January 1966 

HMt1 ... 263 - (S) Supported USAF by standing SilR North at ~uang Trl. Flight 
'HaS launched to La0s (:xC 820-6GO) to recover two downed American pilots. 
JQtitude of pick up zone w~s too high for h0vering capability of the UH-
34D, and an Air Force hela completed the mission. Supported Operation 
Ballard by lifting 404 bns 'Jf cargo: 167 U.S. Hil, 157 VN Civ~ 32 VC' S , 

6 VN Hil, and medevaced ;2 U.S. VJ.l HIll. and 13 VN civ hJIA. 

VH0-2 - (C) j~ U'1-lE with a speaker system attached flew a psywar mission 
in the Mallard operational area. Two UH-IE's acted as TAC(A) for oper­
ation r-r.allard. 

17 Jamary 1966 

HMH-163 - (C) On 'J.7 Jan 1966, in the first operation with 1st ARVN 
Division personnel under U.S. Harine Operational GontTol,- B 
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aircraft lifted 119 AFVN troops from Hue Ci~~del to (YD 884-988) at 
first 1ig'ht~ Simultansouflly ~ 10 aircraft lHied 120 Jv!.arines from P!1u 
Bai to (YD gg4-9137)e Both fiights received light small arms fire, bu.t 
no helos viere nit.a Gunners and Crew Chiefs returned the fire with lat.er 
report.s of 3 VG UA found in the L2. 

Hlii1.26) - (C) Two aircraft· launched to assis'c HMH-163 on a strike at 
("m 090.-025). Ope:~atiori 1A"..allard lJaS Sllpportec. by retraction of 3rd Bat­
te~lion, 7th MG.rines. The lift scheduled for the morning was postponed 
due to enemy fil~e in the pick up zone. It we.S completed in the afternoon 
by lif.-Hng 2.S tons oi' ca.!:'go, 270 U.S. Milp 15 VN Mil, 22 VN civ and 22 
VC :t:'i'Oill (AT 540-~e93) to Danang Air Base., 

ID-lM-36J. - (C) Op era tion il£l,a1:.s.rd II came -to a OLoa e l"hen Lt Col CHILDERS! 
15 a:'rcraft. r·eturned 3/7 'co their staging area c Plying both morning and 
afternoon th6 '3.lJ:craft lifted 435 U .So "G::-oops and 6 VC prisoners. A total 
of 16L} sorties ~·Oi'E:l flo(·):1 in 47 flight hours.. During the morning ret'l7o­
gradE) c"ho aL:c.;:,af~ vJere Cil!'Bcted into <:l. !3one which .Jas receiving fire 
fl·cm ·lihr.98 sidss o 1bo ZO:FJ was also unier mortar attack. Despite the 
hea"~'Y fire Gl1cc.unte!'erl, only two aircraf"~ were hit. 

VJIi(I--~ - ::(:1) Ufi-IE on a Hedevac encountered hostile mortar and small arms 
fire l,rhilo in tho lanr:j.ilg zo!;.e for tho pick up. The aircraf"~ received no 
hits:; and the es~o!'t hid suppressive fire on the area~ (AT 998-613). 

WD';~ ... (U:: 'G'i{ •. H~ flew ['. p;...;y;m.: hop south of Marble l<Iountain in support 
of R8Ch.1cC)cl',· u'~il:Lzil1g the sptjuker systo:n and leaflet drop" 

19 J"anuary 1966 

m{!~L26J - (r;) S",)<'l.17rCl':..r Ea~.;l{ ""<:t·S l:lUYl(;neJ. and carded 42 U.S. Hll to (BT 
090 •• 6 .~C) o,J.'lc. 1 V:jS f 1',)11 therE.! to MlvIAi'. 

VMO-·2 - (C) JI ... l111od Huey' s flew escort f?r Powerglide r.d-reraft on a troop 
lift to (BT 095-632) ~ placing supp::.~essivc machinegun and rocket fire on 
suspected sr~per positions o TIle Squadron also flew a night recon mission 
for the survivors of an overturned USMC boat at (AT 890.-829) with no 
St1.ccess~ 

;:0 January 1966 

m1t1-·263 - (3) Supported USAF by standing S.AR North at Quang Trio 

BMM-361 - (U) g aircraft, led by Maj T. Co COX, flew an ARVN resupply 
to Que Son and to the vicinity ~f (BT 075-58/ ... ) I> .It total of 380 .ARVN 
troops were lifted along !"11th lO~500 Ibs of ca.rgo o The aircraft made 82 
sorties in 23.4 flight hourso 
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VNO-2 - (U) Flew visual rearm missions of the Danang TllOR, and made 
a psywar braadcast and leaflet drop in the vicinity of (AT 9666)" 

2.2 J anual'Y 1966 

HMH-263 - (8) Launched two aircraft to Ba To' (PS 58'i-lj-2J) fen" emergency 
resupply but were unable to get through due to l,.reather. 

23 January 1966 

HHf'·1-263 - (8) Supported I Corps with erne:r:-gency resupply from Hoi An 
BT 875-470 t-:> Que Son (8'I' 040-346L .7 tons of cargo~ 5 VN ~,fil. and 2 
VN Civ were lifted.. Another attempt to emergoncy r!1Jsupply Ba '£0 (5g7-
4?J) waS made but weather again cancelled • 

ill~361 - (8) Capt B. J. NICHOL ,,,as called upon to make a rescue attempt 
north of the DMZ '\-!hile on SAR north. He and his wingman were launched to 
grid square (YD 5090). Ai::, this point Capt NICHOL was unable to contact 
the lOCdl cont,rcling agency and was for~ed to return to Quang Tri. Upon 
th.eil'" return they learned t:-ia t the pilot had returned safely. 

24 January 1966 

HH!1 ... J.63- (0) Again supporting the 1st AR·m Division, 8 aircraft, supported 
by 4 aircraft from EHfv\-263~ lifted 102 lillVN's from Phu Bai to LZ Yellow 
(YD 767-10/",), 1vhile 8 ni:ccraft Simultaneously lifted 74 men from Phu Bai 
to LZ Gree~ (YD 786-091). Using no preparation, the aircraft landed in an 
aren repox'ted as a V:l.e-t Gong unit training area, receiving no fire. Over­
:wa:::'uu.s friendljT troops ,lid hit '1:1'-·3 l"ith two rounds, but no one waS 
injured. As a reserve fo:rce~ 6S ARVN's ,-Jere landed at (YD 792-076) after 
a 10 minu-/;,C) artiHsry preparation. Upon landing in the zone, new graves 
and G.8fonsiv8 positioriS ~ ... o:t'e spotted. H01,.,ever, the close timing of t.1-:te 
landing after tee proparation enabled all aircraft .~ depart before the 
Vie'\::' Cong were able to re.-organize. 

HMlv.i..263 - (S) 4 ~lircraft supplemented HMM-163 on n strike at (YD 767-
104) and carried 46 VN Hil in support of I Corps 0 Received small arms 
fire from (YD 9518) resulting in two hitS6 Launched 6 aircraft to conduct 
a search for two miSSing F4B aircrafto No contact reportedo Supported 
the USAF by stqnding SlUt North at Quang Tri. 

VMO-2 - (C) Two UH_IE1 s used rockets and machineguns to attack a suspaated 
va column on trail vicinity of (YD 799-089), in support of Runoff 74. 
Attack \laS controlled by Birddog. No damage estimate. 

25 January 1966 

}IMM-~63 - (C) Medevac standby aircraft throughout the day lifted one sic1{ 

U.S. Hil and 3 1.rIA VN Civ~ It received fire and one hit from (BT 105-
644)p A 9th Ml,rines resupply mission received fire from (BT 0580639) and 
(AT 986-692) without ta1dng any hits. 
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·tlMl 
VHO-2 - (C) Two UH-IE's flew an armed night recon of (BT 0571) for Red­
wood 14 and controlled Spoo ky flnreship. mi-lE equipped "ri th speaker 
performed psywar broadcast and leaflet drop in area between National 
Route 1 and sea south of 11arble Mountain. 

26 January 1966 

HMV~263 - (G) Lifted 6 tr:ms of cargo, 1 U.S. Mil, and 52 VN Hil to Loc 
Son (BT 020-288) and Que Son (BT 045-350) in support of I Corps. vfuile 
escorting a CH-37 on 9th Narines resupply, received small arms fire from 
(AT 975-665); no hits taken" Sparrow H~1-r!~ WRS launched and carried 24-
U~3c Mil to (BT 066·-693) and later to (BT 081·.674). Automatic weapons 
fire was received from (BT 083-70,!~) with no hits" A night recovery 1.ras 
made of SparrotT Hawk personnel from (BT 073-669). 

VHO-2 - (C) 1\JO WI-IE's provided escort for Sparrow Hawk mission s0uth 
:)f M<J.rtJ.e Mountain~ Aircraft encountered light small arms fire from (BT 
079-662) btdi 11') hits were received., Suppressive rocket and machinegun 
fire waS p}.s.cod 011 the area, setting fire to two houses. Med evac air­
craf~ made a night searcb for survivors of an overturned tugboat in Danang 
Ha:::-oo:i'1 wi;('7:l l'le gaJci ".re re suli,s • 

ZI January 1966 

Hl1N-263 - (0) Supported I C0l'pS by lifting 17.2 tons of cargo, 65 VN. 
l'ljil~ 182 VN Civ on a routine resupply of Doi Lac (AT 885-580) a.nd Nong 
Son (AT 83~4G6)u 

\1H0-2 -" (0) TI,}8 Hod evE'.c escort aircraft delivered suppresPive fire ')n 
va n6d~~ t~'}e Medevac pic!( up point at (BT 078-674) after ~c..'rJ.e g-.r.ound unit 
rG'po:r:-"ced receiving h08tHe fire n 

28 :7arrlA.ary 1966 

fu"1M-263 - (C;) SpaT.'rOlv Hawk was launched and 22 U.S. Hil were inserted 
at (AT 958-637) 0 The :tnsertion and retraction 1.-!ere l.;ithcmt incident~ 
~o aircraft were flown to Ky Ha for Med€vac standby for HAG-36~ 

~40-2 - (C) Two UH-IE's provided armed escort for a Sparrow Hawk missi0n 
and laid suppressive fire on esccping VC at (BT 097-527), No damage eDtimate. 

29 January 1966 

HHlf .... 263 - (S) l.Jhile inserting 59 U.S. Mil at (BT 118-618) in suppnrt 
of 9th Marines, small arms fire waS received from (BT 125-626) with no 
hits taken. Supported I Corps by lifting 36 NaNGS in 0 strike to (YC 
745-500). \ 

\ 
\ 

HMM-361 - (C) Despit& ceilings of 300 to 500 feet and no escort, Lt Col 
CHILDERS tr)Ok his fligltt of six into Hui Dau (BS 867-314) to resupply an 

\, 
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ARVN outpost. Just as the last aircraft uas D.Dproaching the zone, the 
flight encountered heavy fire and three planes were hit.. 1st Lt K. R. 
POLH~illS suffered a severe log w~und and had to be evacuatedo The crew 
chief in Lt POLHEMUS' plane, Sgt. T. J. Mfi.RABLE, returned the fire and 
claimed 8 VO KIAJ s .. The mission was discontinued at this p~int due to 
weather and heavy enemy fire. 

VM0-2 - (0) The Squadron began committing aircraft to Operation Double 
Engle, sending them down to Ky Ha Jdr Field at Chu Lai in support of MAG-
36 0 Reo.on aircraft observed two VCS at (BT 131-607) and directed their 
capture by troops flown in by escort aircraft~ Recon aircraft oaptured 
one ves at (BTl20-6l0)o On its next flight, the recon aircraft carried a 
squad of £.1arincs to (BT 102-606) and (BTl22....620) c> After the Squad. 
engaged these VC. killing one and capturing two, the aircraft carried the 
squad, its POWI s' and si."I{ ves to (BT 193-619). all "I/O were delivered to 
nod\vood a Performed a night visual recon for Peepsight and encountered.: 
moderate .50 cal hostile fire from (BT 034-623) ~ut no hits were received. 

,30 January 1966 

Hl1J:'1--263 - (C) 1~lhile standing SAR at Ky Ha, in support of HAG-;36, 3 VN 
Mil HTA were lifted from (BS 3$9-S78) (Trahong) to Quang Ngai ARVN Hospital .. 
Sparrow Hawk WaS launched and 22 U"Se Mil were lifted to (AT 992-623). 
Ther were later extracted from (AT 990.643). Fire was received from (AT 
9861) on the Sparrow Hawk insertion with no hitso 

HvlM-361 - CO') nSpa:rrow Ha\oJ!~ 1: $ the ne"T plan for a quick reaction force. 
got e, stHf tost as j:,tt·o:'. uHI11.J'1!aS lad five ai rcraft on an emergency backup 
nissi0t: in support of this new concept" ~']hen his flight arrived, air : 
st:dkcs \vere being called in on the landing zone and poor weather made 
separation between the helicopters and the fixed wing support htlztlrdouS~ 
Finally the air strilo was lifted and Lt Col CHILDERS' aircr~lft carried 
a 'total of 9~ l-hri118s int.o "Ll:.e zone. 

VM0-2 - (C) SpCl:rrow Hawk escor'c aircraft encountered light small arms 
f:i.re from (AT 996-623) and had another UH-1E conduct an. airs trike by 
Condole aircraft. Medevac aircraft performed several eV:lcua tions in 
the area and encountered light small arms fire. The escort laid suppres­
sive fire on the suspected soUrce.1 , 

31 January 1966 

HMH-263 - (U) Small arms fire waS received on a TAOR recon mission at 
(BT 0469) with no hitso MAG-36 was supported with 5 H~263 aircraft 
for courier flght, medevac standby and SAR standby. 

HMM-36l - (C) 4 aircraft, led again by LtCol L. F. CHILDERS, lifted 240 
passengers and 7,250 lbs during a resupply of Que Son. During the 24 
sorties flown, light small arms and automQtic weapons fire was received • 
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PART III 

a" JI&M.9~l9..,. 8U~...mrrT i!!:.o Three Sta,ff NCO's and three enlisted were 
transferred out of Sub Unit during the month. 

b, !'MIill;:.l~D Captain L~ JOHNSON vTaS appointed to fill the newly 
created billet of Industrial Relations Officer on 10 January 1966 0 

Co I%'1::2blft 1\10 1st. I,tfs were promoted to the rank of Captain and 
hro Corporal i s were p:r.cmo-ced to Sergearl"c r, There -weTe 1 off'icer~ 2 Staff 
NCO's, and .3 81l.listed joined during the mrmth. There ,.,ere 16 personnel 
transferred during this periorL. 

d" .ID~.::.?~J... lbi'ea enlisted joined and 10 were transferred' during 
this reporti:r.:g period. 'There were a.lso 37 personnel promoted to the next 
highe~ I"aDk~ 

e. ID1J1.'29J.. There -;';'81.e 1 officer. and.4 e.,J,~~sted. tranaferr:sd arid':l I '. 

(;:c':~'lcer and 11 enlisted joj.ned during this reporting period. 

aG £if4:b~16,. The equac.ron personnel participated in off duty educa­
':~ion programs in the ?:):1..:i.c'iJinZ :na::mer~ 

1'7 - Harii.18 Corps Institute courses ,~ere enrolled. 
9 - Harii.18 Corps School courses ,.Jer.·e enrolled. 
3 •. USAFI exten~5.on er)11Y'ses 't,J~re taken, 

16 - US.fG.."I COllI'80S were 'caken. 

b. !i~'i::J;;.Ql. Tho 8.-1 section packed up and readied their records for 
~·nj.pment to Okinawa. lr!hlch was effected on 4 Jan 1966 0 

.3" !~ (C) 

1 - Bronze Star 
6 - Air Medals 
3 - Purple Hearts 
1 _ Air Force Commendation Medal 

b. VMO-2o Squadron personnal were nominated for 223 awards during 
January. -'Thes 0 included& 

5 - Navy and Yl3.rine Corps Hedals 
215 - Air Medals 
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2 - DFC's 
1 - Purple Heart 
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c. MABS-16. Two enlisted personnel received Goo~ Oonduct Medals. 

d. ~16l. Squadron personnel were presented the following awards 
by MajGen Chuan, CG, 1st ARVN Division: 

5 - Division Cross of Gallantry with Silver Star 
7 - Brigade Cross of Gallantry with Bronze Star 

eo ~~?£l. During the month of January 19661 application was mnde 
to FMFP AC for the fol101.Jing awards: 

94 - Air Medals 
4 - Purp 1e Hearts 
1 - Silver Star 
1 - DFO 

The follO\'ring awards were presented during the reporting period: 

14 .- A:ir Hedals 
23 - Oombat Aircrew Insignia 

f, ill1M-·361. This Unit made the following recommendations Q.ll:cing 
Ja:'lua'!.7~ 

.lS9 - Air Medals 
5 - Navy Commendation Hedals 

L, • £~~}!Q:J. ti~§. (C) 

a, !I&':12-~J&, • ...§UB UNTIJ.'l - There were two WIA t s with minor injuries 
for this reporting period. 

b. lliTvJl1-'J61 a. This Squadron had two personnel sustain wounds for this 
reporting periodo 

5 ~ Qivlc Action (U) 

a. ~~16. SUB UNJI.i.1. This Squadron is presently participating 
in a School. restoration project in Hamlet of My Thi. 

b. ~. The Squadron continued its project of aiding reconstructi:.:>D. 
of the school in My Thi hamlet, using funds accumulated during 1965 from 
Stateside friends. Materials were purchased on the open market. The 
Squadron provided 1500 board feet ot lumber, 20 bags of cement, ~ cubic 
feet of crushed rock, one roll of screen, and nails and hinges. he rest 
of tho labor and material is being provided by the hamlet. Beginning 
work on 1 January, the people are making good progress. 

The Squadron continued to provide one French interpreter for the 
Group-sponsored' weekly clinic at the convent. 
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c. ~16l - On 3 January, 500 t"lYs were delivered to the Kim Long 
Orphanage for distribution on the Buddist New Year, Tet. 

6, Morale/Welfare Progra~~ (u) 

a. (See Chaplain report) 

b ~ l-fJU3S-:J6. Two Squadron parties were held in January. Half the 
Squadron attended on the 22nd and the other half participated on the 23rd. 

7. Informational Serv~~(u) 

a. The Group Career and Advisory Dopartment bas been conducting a week­
ly information program in the Group Messhall for all hands. 

b. ~16l, Stories concorning the Squadrons activities while in 
Viet Narn were prepared for release upon arrival in Okinawa, and ISO 
coverage waS providod for awards cerem~ny conducted on 2 Jan at Hue Phu 
Bai. 

8 0 Intelli.g53tlCe/C.'mnter-+ntelligenc.§, (C) 

a. The MAG-16 S-2 section fulfilled normal Intelligence and Counter­
Intelligence functions during the month of January. 

b. [~~~~~~UB UNIT ~~.~ Intelligence program well organized"and 
fllnctioning wi thin guidelines emanating from· neXt senior ooiJlmaid. 

c.. HMM- 361" There were 32 fire rep'Jrts and 1$ spot reports sub­
mitted by-ili;-Sq1ladron in January .. 

9 0 .~1r ..Qr2..era tio~ (C) 

a~ B!iM-J.§2 - The squadron deployed to the Republic of Viet Nam on 
4 January 1966, and commenced air operations. 
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HMM-161 

Pax 
Sorties 
Cargo 
Hours 
Med Evacs 

Pax 
Sorties 
Cargo 
Hours 
Med Ehracs 

Fax 
Sorties 
Oargo 
Hours 
Hed Evacs 

UH-34D 

353 
346 

70,0,30 
118.8 

5 

1.Tf!-34D 

1,221 
4,707 

602,098 
1,503.2 

35 

UH-IE 

759 
2,281 

o 
1?021.7 

191 
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AIR OPERATION STATISTICS 

JANUARY TOTALS 

HMM..163 

Pax 
Sorties 
Cargo 
Hours 
Med E'lTacs 

HM1~361 

Pax 
Sorties 
Cargo 
Hours 
Med Evacs 

SUB UNIT #1: 

Pax 
Sorties 
Cargo 
Hours 
Med Evac 

Pax ••••• " ••• 18,305 
Sorties ••••••• 17,342 
Cargo • • • • • • 2,092,010 
Hours •••••••• 5,176.5 
Med Evac .. • • • • • • .468 

19 

DECLASSIFIED 

UH-34.D 

8A20 
5:157 
759,600 
1,)35.7 

128 

UH-34D 

7,380 
4,919 

532,497 
1,335.7 

128 

CH-37C 

)85 
232 

127,785 
94.9 
27 
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10. Air Control (C) 

a.. MATCU-68. During the month of J arniary our tower has been in 
full operation 24 hours a day. GOA has been up for VFR approaches, with 
a total of 36 for the month. This month marked the birthdate of GCA ~t 
Marble Mountain Air Facility. 

11. Ground Defense (C) 

ao The MlillS-l6 Security Section comprising of 88 permanent and 96 
auginentation personnel from all units of :Marble MountE!i n Air Facility 
provided security during the hours of darkness. During the month of 
January there was an average of 9 SID-l50' s in place wi th many contacts. 

12. Command Relationships/Command and Control (C) 

a. ~ 

(1) During the month Squadron personnel were nominated for 223 
awards~ These included a 5 Navy and Marine Corps Medals, 215 Air Medals, 
2 Distinguished Flying Crosses, and 1 Purple Heart. 

(1) MajGen Chuan', Commanding General, 1st ARVN Divisirm, pre­
sented the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry to personnel of the Squadron 
during a formal ceremony held at Hue/Phu Bai, Republic of Viet Nam on 2 
Jan 1966. 

(l)During the month Squadron personnel were nominated for 152 
awards. These included: 146 Air Medals, 4 Purple Hearts, 1 Distinguished 
Flying Cross, and 1 Silver Staro luso during this reporting period, per­
sonnel of this Squadron were presented with,26 Air Med~ls and 23'Combat 
idrcrew Insignia'se 

d.. HMM-36l 

(1) 
194 Medals. 
Medals. 

During the month of January, recommendations were made fnr 
These included: 189 Mr Medals and 5 Navy Commendation 

13. Trainiug (U) 

a. During the month of January, 40 personnel attended Jungle Sur­
vival Sch'.)ol at Ni~S Cubi P''Jint, Phillipine Islands. luso Vietmmese 
language classes are being held in the group Messhnll on a weekly basiS. 
Combat Operations briefings "rere given to personnel of MAG-16 • 
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14. Logistics (0) 

a. Logistic support of all organic units continues. Sources of 
supply remain the srume. 

15. Maintenance 

a. H&MS-16. SUB UNIT #1. Acquisition of replacement parts is con­
tinuing at an acceptable pace. Eight ADCPls as of 31 January 1966. Four 
engines were changed during the month. 

b o ~e Four engines were changed due to either sand erosion or 
FOD. 

c. B1:1M' - 2620 The Squadron flew a total of 1503.2 hours d'lring the 
month. Average availability wa~ 16 out of an average of 21 aircraft in an 
A1 status o The 16 average aircraft up flew an average of 94 hours each, 
for a utilization figure of 236%. 

Tnere ',las an average of two aircraft AOCP during the month. The 
Squadron has not yet received AOepfs ordered as long ago as November. Some 
AOOPts come in right away, but it is obvious that the supply system was 
not designod ·to handle combat conditions, as very low useage items or itemS 
which usually last the entire service lif€ of the aircraft are extremely 
hard to get •. ' 

TIle following aircraft were received by the Squadron during the month 
on date indicated~ 

UiI .. ·3.~D 
UH.-3!tD 

UH-J4D 
illI-34D 

m·2 
F.G-5 
EG~lO 

EC1-14 

143979 
1457g1 
145783 
145770 

6 Jan 66 
11 Jan 66 
14 Jan 66 
25 Jan 66 

~[,he follo1ving aircraft were transferred from the squadron to overhaul 
on the dates indicatedt 

UH-34D 
UH-34D 

150568 
148788 

16 Jan 66 
16 Jan 66 

The following aircraft are at overhaul (FAWPRA SMC) and have been 
there s:i nee December; they are in a G-3 status: 

UH-.34D 

lrd-34D 150573 enroute {jO overhaul in an Fl status (as of 31 Jan 66). 

The squadron is expecting to receive two more aircraft, 142100, 113 in 
the near future. 
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16. Base Develooment/Hilitary ConstructiQn (0) 

a. The MABS-16 plumbing section accomplished the foll'lrloing 1,rork during 
January: Installed one 3,000 gallon water storage tank at the mess hall; 
installed additional water supply lines throughout the mess hall; modified 
and reinstalled plumbing and drains at the MAC-16 Dispensary; installed a 
leach bed and completed plumhing at the Qar1'er shop; installed three 3,000 
gallon capacity water storage tanl<;s on platforms for \vater treatment at the 
waterpoint and three 3,000 gallon capacity water storage tan~s on platforms 
for potable water.. Throughout the month latrines, url.J:1..als and shower units 
were serviced and maintained. 

b o The follo'"ring electrical construction was accomulished: Installed 
electrical uti~ity polos throughout offices and troop living area for the 
installation of primary electrical supply lines; reinstalled electrical 
feeder lines to CP i:mnkers and rewired three CP bunker tents after the 
peri~eter waS extended; reinstalled wiring at Group communications building; 
installed secondary electrical feeder line at the 14AG-16 Dispensary for the 
emergency standby generator a Drafted master plans and ordered required 
supplies and materials for the revision and complete "Tiring of the messhall. 

c. The refrigeration shop completed the following "fork during Jan­
ua17t Fabricated one ice storage chest from salvaged materials for the 
icc fla1dng machine in the messhall; overhauled and completely rehabili­
tated two ice cream machines; performed daily preventive ma:tntenance 
of all reefers, jce crenm machin8s~ and ice flaking machines; serviced 
all refrig6rators in Hue/Phu Bai area. 

d. The follo1 .. .d.ng construction WdS completed by the HAG-16 construction 
section; Converted and tinned eleven tents in the Officers section; con­
verted and inste.lled plY'llood siding 011 the dispenssry operating room; removed 
a pl?c!·ti tion in the messhall and instalJed a vegetable reefer; installed 
partitions in the officerf and SNCO's mess; constru"ted three platforms at 
the i,.mter point9 faoricated and painted various signs throughout the Group 
area, eleven sets of steps throughout the camp area. 

17. CQ,mmunicat.ions/Electronics (sl 

a. Communications for thif1 period continued at a normal pace. Minimum 
outages occured in radio and "rire <"ectione 1"hereas increased problems were 
prominent in message center, due entirely to malfunctioning of field equip­
ment. 

b. Forward steps have been ta\cen in the improvement of HAG-16/Phu Bai 
rommunl.cations o Additional personnel and equipment hdve augmented the 
existing communications system at P~'1.'.i Bai. In addition a letter is ~Jeing 
prepared for assistance from Wing in telephonic improvement. An uncovered 
teletype circuit has been established between TADC and MAG-16 operations 
center. Future plans include ma'dng this a covered circuit and will be 
eo directed. 
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c. Preventi v·" maintonance pr'Jgr8.ms ,m all equipment' are in full pro­
gress. At present 90% of all EE-8!TA3121s have been rotated so guaran­
teeing a minmum to telephone trouble. Radio section has given top prior­
ty to the care of the B13-45 1 , s, wor1cing in close coordination with main­
tenance secti.)n to insure accurate records and procedures are maintained o 

d~ Repair and maintenance section has almost emptied the AP bench 
by actual repair or evacuation to higher echelon. Their maintenance 
program is now fully in process and has greatly increased the availability 
of equipment for communications section. 

e. The arrivai of an ASRT-,DEVASTATE nB" - had placed tHO commitments 
0n MAG-16 to inclUde one COIDffi0n user into ROSEANN swithch board ~nd ,ne 
"hotll line to Devastate" The Ilhot li line is terminated in-the S-·3 operations 
center S8-22 and switched to Landshark as required. 

f~ An overall oicture of ~ffiC-l6 communications has shown increased 
development and eff"iciency in the past 4 months 0 The men, both old and 
ncw~ are working as hard and effiuiently as ever and are making every 
effort to keep HAG-16 com.TJlun:i.cationl3 operating at peak efficiency. 

g. Particular (8) 

(1) .Reoair - DJ.:cing the m0nth of January 

156 pieces ()f eq:.1ipment "Jere processed 
12 pieces evacu~ted to higher echelon 
12 IJieces returned from higher echelon 

140 pieces ratu.rned to sect1. rms 
190 new reguisitio':ms pmcos"ed 

(2) T.r8 presej1"~ repair I)pGrati0ns are held up (mly by the unavail-
abi],ity of ropair parts. 

b." RncgQ 

(1) Radio communicati'm of Wing Cmd #2 and 'ltJing TAO net have been 
excsJ.lent.. The KAA-60 is nop in daily use o.nd all members of r.ldi I) sec­
t:i.on are well versed il, its employment. 

(2) Sandbag reve'Qnents 'for, p:cctection of "'eh~ Coles • • "_ I?re :"!.l a semi-
completed status" this \lill be finished by March 1. 

(3) T'ne communicatbns pn.cl{age (sec Command Diary f0r Dec) was 
deployed on Operation Mallard. During such oper8tions various personnel 
are deployed to provide OJT for all members of tho ra.dio sectirm. 

(4) 
by a PU-346. 
equipment is 

An AN/TRC-75 waS installed within the c')mm.~nd bunl{er DOHored 
This radio is fr.Jr uSe 011y in emergency 1Then all o'th~r 

inoperable 01' dectroyed~ MTrJHG-1 has taken over the rndio/ 
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~elay circuit to 1st MAW, relieving 5th Co~n Bno C~od communications h~ve 
continued and transfor of epuipment was accomplished.in minutes. 

(1) Trouble sh'Joting continued HUh maximum effort this period. 
lilthough there W::lS a sr.laH de~rease in trou'11e calls ·the ca;~',,:aes~ rem.a1.n 
the same, heavy equipment and neglignece. 

(2) The phone supply still remains critical with an increasing 
demand for additional l)hones. 'l"ae needed phones should 1Je arriving during 
February. 

I (3) Tile CO' s~ XOT sand fW.j 1 s phones Here relocated and a buzzer 
Isystem installed" The Hork was accomplished quic1cly and professionally. 

l'AIGO Sparrow HavTk system was established being controlled by the 8-3. 

(4) A wire tapping incident l..Jas reported on 20 Jan 66 by L/Opl 
DUVALL on one of the security lineso A CIT team investigated the situ­
ation and claimed it was not done 1)y the ememy. 

(5) A weekly battery report is submitted to radio section who 
inturn orders batteries for both sections. This system porvides better 
control and issue of the batteries. 

(1) The 'eotal volume of meS8ar~e traffic has decreased consider­
ably from the urevious period Hith a total volume of 2,S24 outgoing and 
539 incoming 0 ' .. 

Apparently the messaJ?'e reduction program has shown results. 

(3) Due to continual Dm.Jer failure the ,S-126 van was swithced to 
Air Force power. This swi.tch has greatly cut outage time. 

(4) :2;quipment outage \-Tas negligable except for the last wee1( 

dur:tng 1-.!hieh the TT-4 IS, GGO-J and TH-5' s all had minor brea!<: downs. 
But by constant effort of repair section the equipment was returnsd 
to an operable status. The volume of traffic Has not hampered due to 
courier runs and pert::onnel using lVing equipment for outgoing traffic. 

(5) Our problem was small hOH8ver, compared to the large scale 
equipment failures at FHAvT. Field equipment and outdated equipment can 
only work for so long, regardless of tl:le,~i:::tfant...likeattention a.nd ca.re 
they are given. 

le• Personnel. Departed: GySgt J. E. SHITH, SSgt J. J. REALE, Sgt 
R. J. MILE,sp SgtCo L. UASHINGTON, Cpl II. D. FARRELL. Arrived: GySgt 
J. R. DZrrg:LOFli', 'PPC 1". 11. BLOON. Effecti ve s trenght 1 Officer 58 Enli std. 
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