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1. In accordance with reference (a), the Command Chronology is hereby 
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S--1 Off'icer 
fl"',2 OffiC!:i~ 
~" "" ,- OJ~fics:r-
S,..,,3 Off.iC3!' 
S-'4 nrficsr 
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CO~ H?Wm16t. 
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CO~ VHO- 2 
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ID-1N-161 

HllY'ble 
Ns.rb18 
}'~crbJ.e 

• 
PART I 

Nr,m~/Ran1r 

R» M,. HlINT, Col 
H .• Lo S:Dv:Mmrs .~ I'tCol 
If,. ... T" C'LIT2;~:r') :l.st:C"t 
II., 7T 

RCt~Ej ~ C,9~p~;.: l..J,jC1 

C. B. J()mi:31'CN~. G8.:?·~ 
J-I': 'II 

,LI 'J GII.B17J :, :.i f~ t~:;~t 
'P •. 0 ;~~ Tr"-"l";'Cl 

t,; .• .I._.J~~ ... P ]. n "h J .. ;'ti 
m G1.J,.~Rt·~s J);[01 J. ,. 

IL,~ l'Ir:Br.F.J,CW ~ J.;~C01 
T 
a"..Jr: I;.} DltRBJ~;JI~JJ{$ , ,<1': • 

~'"3.J . T Zr.;rCrI,!;';I1i: Ji .... j , •• '.e. ..i,..;o. 

~r. 
.,. 

vJ]J~5T~;R,~ LtGol ;J f!t 

u. Ro QUJJ\;rI~ J~'!,:(1o~l 

C," J}q }ICj'G~;.~'I !.~GGol 

llo OR 1 .. tl~T2,ON ~ . .. J.,..., • ., 
J .. i.J'JO ..... 

.J. ,1~1'J Q()BBT:aj~ L'hG:Jl 
G • -~i' 

• !. • BA(.i}\lAN~ r;:'!G()l 
Aa :!J. B.mDlNI' J~~:J{jal 
T C" bRm:AH~ .On,p't " 9 

R. C. COULTKll, (j~~rot 
J. 

N011'.1:j8i!l Air Fnc:Hit,y, R\TN 
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1.-30 Apr 1966 
1-·30 Apr 1966 
1~·20 j'--1:-')}'!' :;.966 

2J.~JO .Ar.;z, 1966 
1.-30 .A;T:.':' 1966 
1~5 p(p,,:·~ 1966 
6':'JO itp::, 1966 , .. ,.., .. 6 ... pl~ 1966 ~_-.-'u 

]',.30 Jtll\.· 1966 
1.,,30 Jlpr 1966 
1-20 A:'i}!' 1.966 

21-30 Ap:r:- 1966 
1-;1O A:nr 1966 
1-30 11pr 1966 
1-;'1) Ap'J:' 1966 
1-30 1~r?i! 1966 
I-a E\"'''''' "- 1966 
9~·:'O A~.re 1966 
J.~30 J'4:01" 1.966 
l~)O fJlsC 19·:,6 

1-30 Ap!' 1966 
J.-.30 tlj?"!: lS:'~,S 
], •. )0 ApI' 1966 
1 ... ·3° /1....,.". 1'76£; J ...... 

1-30 ll:r;r.!' 1966 
J.-.'30 1\'1"'\'1' 19~16 .41.,;-J'.' 

:l.·-30 Ap1'" lSf]6 
} •• JO Apr 1966 
l-~O Apr 1966 
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3. AverMe Mmthly strengths (0) 

,1.-, USMC USN 
Sgladron Off ]hl Off Ehl 

H&MS - 16 32 319 0 0 
MflBS - 1.6 14 ' 432 4 8 
HMM-161 48 165 1 :3 
HMM-163 49 178 2 :3 
ffi.1M-164 56 187 1 :3 
HMM-263 47 160 1 2 
VHO - 2 35 156 1 5 
SU fIl, H&MS-16 10 E4 0 1 
M1'.TOU 68, Mf,BS-16 7 79 0 0 

4. I!$2ortant Visitors to the Command (U) 

a. VMO - 2 D.lring the lIDnth of l~ril, this squadr:m carried USMACV 
Commander, General WES'lMORELliND, USA; III M,~ Cbmmam.er, Lieutenant 
General UALT; Generals OARL, ELWOOD, ENGLISH, FIELDS, FREnND, KYLE, 
McCUTOHEON, PLATT, Van STOC~, and RES3:lN (US~); Admiral SHARP; Rear 
l.drniral WESCHLER; Brigadier General LONG, Royal llustre.lian Army; General. 
DINH, Cormnander, I Corps, ARVN; Under Secretary of the Air ]brco CH1UlLES; 
and a group of members of Chngress, the senior of whom was Senator McGEE. 

b. HMM-16tj. Major General McCUTCHEON and Brigadier General Van 
S'lOCKUM were transported on 20 4>rll and. 9 lpril respectively. 

c. HMM-161 Generals KYLE, ENGLISR, Van S'IOC~<UM, and EL'{I1)OD were 
airlifted to various pOints during the month. 

d. H~1S-l6 Generals WllLT and KYLE, 0::> 10 nels AXTELL and CALLENDER 
(USMO) and H.lIMELER (USA), \lero tranSported at various timeS during the 
month. 
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•• • P ART II .NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

1. Iprll - (0) Two UH-1E's from VMO-.2 flew TAO(A) for the start of 
Operation ORANCE. After the ai..r and artiller'Y preparation, We UH-1E's 
escorted 16 DH-34D's and 8 CH-46At S in the li-n of 656 troops from LZ 
'lUrkey to LZ's at (zc :143536) and (ZC 166556). After the troop lift 
vat; completed, the UH-34D'S carried 11,495 pounds of cargo into the 
operational area. .17 CH-46A's lifted 137,621 pounds of cargo, including 
two 105 Howitzers and two radio jeeps into the· same areaS. D.lring the 
late mOrning and afternoon, two CH-370f s from StJ I!l, carried 24,000 
pounds of cargo and 43 troops from LZ 'furkey to LZ Albatross. . 'lhey then 
carried 11,000 pounds of ammo, two mules and thl:'ee troops from Albatross 
to ASP-l. '!he C--1l7D from H&M&-16 flew from DaNa.ng to PHu Ba.i a.nd Chu 
Lai. Colonel AXTELL, Ut:MO, from First Harine Aircraft Vling Headquarters 
was the pilot during the flight. 

2lpril - (C) As support of Operation ORANGE contirued into its second 
day, two CH-37's flew 17,750 pounds of cargo from A.$l to (zo 156540). 
lhth aircraft received fire but no hits were sustained. HMM-263 con­
tinued their support of the operation by carrying 25,000 pounds of· 
cargo, 261 U.S. troops and 16 U.S. Mad Evacs. Dlring the daYS operations, 
squadron aircraft received fire from ten (10) different locations :i.n the 
operational areas. As one of the aircraft was making an approach to 
(ZC ;1.93537), it received heavy automatic veapons fire from (ZO 185536), 
sustaining several hits. ']he pilot, crew and 1 U. S. Med Evac evacuated 
the aircraft and left it in the LZ ~ich was held by friendly troops. 
La.ter, during the night, the aircraft was accidentally burned. 

Also, 8 OH0w46A's from HMM-l64. flew a 242 man troOp lift into LZ 
Rock (ZO 148539). '!he aircraft received ground fire and 2 aircraft were 
hi t. Sergeant N.F. HOLI,ISTER beoame the squadrons second casualty vllen 
he was wounded in the leg. '!hey alB:) lifted 41,000 pounds of cargo, 
52 troops and 12 Med Evacs around the ORANGE area during the day. 

Jj Jpri1 - (0) As Operation QRA,.\1(m went into its third day, HHM-263 
carried 464 u.S. troops, 47,000 pounds of cargo, l2,TJ.S. WIA's and. 
7 t\IAts. Small arms fire was received from(ZO 133564) and (ZO 161537). 
One of the aircraft received a hit and the cOlllsman, HN3 J. S. OODWIN, 
USN, was seriously \,IOunded during an attempt to evacuate a U.S. Med 
Evac from (ZC 160534). ~164. lifted two 105 HOwitzers from Hill 41 
(AT 933660) sod tw from LZ Albatros!J (ZC 147530) to (ZC 150538). 
HMivi-163 lifted 713 ARVN troops from (YD 5503;:B) to (YD 550;00). From 
there, the ARVN troops swept in a westerly direct! on. In the afternoon, 
,?.fter milking no va contact, 353 of the· ARVNf s were lifted from 
(Yi) ;20540) back "00 (YD 5503213). 

;~"~21- (C) 1M4-263 continued sUpport of Operation ORANGE by carrying 
::.~.(~c:O pounds of cargo, 251 U .. s. troops and 27 VO'e in the operational 
, ',. \' .'~} 

:·._ .. '::~~~:',;1 - (S) 'J\Jo aircraft from HMM .. 161 were launched on SAR NJrth to· 
~YD (123) to search for downed Mohawk aircraft a.TJ.d crew. One of the air­
t" ~'['i't received t'WO hits from enemy ground fire. Unable to locate the 
:~;:::\med crov, the two aircraft returned to Ihng Ha, (YD ~5605) ~ th 
i~-tngo fuel state. HMM-l6!.. a.nd SU #l mpported Operation ORANGE by 
Qau.J.ing 60,672 pounds of cargo and 37 troops. 
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7 .April - (0) HMM-263 and 'HMM-l&4; con'timcd 'suppbrt of-Operation ORANGE by 
carrying '57,560 pounds of cargo,- 21 t,I"oClp'S, 23 1JC~s .• 
... . I 

Lllpril - (0) Hl-1M-263 continued the support of Operation ORANGEJo trrl:'lich 
wns in its eighth day' by carrying 25,000 pounds of cargo and 105 troops 
into the operational area. 'I\.JO air:::raft from HMH-l64 returned from 
de>ployment aboard the WSS PRINCE'IDN. MJ.ile deployed during the period 
4-7 April, they carried 14,000 pounds of cargo, 373 ARVN troops and lS7 
U.S. troops in support of Operation "JACK STAY". 

2.."ooril - ·(C) '!he evacuation of foreifl'n na.tionals from DaNang waS begun 
wi-c, ... 1-t HNM ... 161 lifting 183 troops into {B'l' 03.3?9B} and {BT 043794) to set 
up a perimeter dofense ar01md the helD LZ's. All the civilian and 
mili ta!""! per:=<onnel were lifted out and the evacuation completed by 3400. 
VM0-2 providod S?enker ships to fly over the City, advising the porsonnel 
where the hoJ.o pickups were boing made. HMH-l64 and 263 carried 263 U.S. 
troops ana 51,700 pounds of cargo in support of Operation ORANGE. As two 
aircraft from HNH-263 werE:: lirt;:ing out of LZ Buzza.rd on the afternoon 
9th Marine rosupply, a U.S. military truck hit a landmine on the road 
adj acent to the JJZ. '!he two helicopters immediately landed, gave assist­
ance to the personnel in the truck· and removed them to G-4 Hi) Bpi tal. 
Two CH-37C's carried four 105 Hovr.i tzers to (AT 923791) in SUPDort of 
Operation OR1..NGE. '!he aircraft r9ceived fire and sustained r hit. 

10 1roI?-_~. - (S) HHM-l64 and SU 111 started the backloading of Operation 
OMNGE by lifting 121 troops and 12(~,000 pounds of Cargo from (ZO 153547) 
back t.) AsP-l. ID-111-263 had t1.0J0 (2) aircraft launched on SA."It l-hrth. On 
the first launch, they picked up one (1) Laotinn mill tnry WIA. '1he 
second launch, to (XE 600002) was to rescue survivors from a damaged 
PT boat. The USN made the actual pickup -while the tiro aircraft orbited. 

11 April - (c) The backloading from Operation ORiliTIJGE continued with su 111, 
fOO!~l64. and HHM-263 lifting 60,000 pounds of c'lrgo and 7'i!) U.S. troops 
from (ZO 152540) to Hill 55 (AT 9706ZJ) LZ Turkey (AT 9427S6) and ASF-l 
(AT 990737). 

~ril - (S) VM0-2 and HMM-164 launched on a Sparro'-T Hawk mission to 
(BT104630) the CH-46 received fire from (BT 099.632) and observed It 
va running to a bunker there. '!heUH;..lE fired upon this bunker and then 
[i'"J.rked it with red smoke. 'lhe ground troops m)ved on the bunker and 
'~''rotured 15 vcs. fue CH-46At s again received fire from (BT 1086,3S) 
·,:h~n they landed to pickup the Sparrow Hawk troops and sustained one (1) 
;l:.t? ilie mI-lE then made 3 gun and rocket runs on VC positions in a 
.,,:,.,'1. line at (YD 7L~6090). '1\10 aircraft from ID1M-l61 were launched on SAR 

;': .,~:,~ to pickup the pilot of a d;)Wned 0-1. 'The pilot was picked. up in 
.<.:.; :::.nd returned to Khe Sanh. 
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17 ilpri1- (C) LtCol J. L. GOEBEL led 16 aircr~ft of HMM-263 on a strike 
from Dai IDe (AT 915577) to L3! ~~ at (t"T 94.55'-/4.) and (AT 943557). 311 U.S. 
troops and 1100 pounds of cargo Ufted. ch.lrj.:t',g the operation. TAC(A) was 
flown by VM0-2 and the LZ's UG:::'G p-::c'lpnrod by OXtrood 48-1 flight. ']he 
UH.·1E's and },.41 s then gave l~lose air support to the helioopters by 
providing suppressive fire in all qU::l.drants d-olring the lift. 

19 At2....ri1 - (S) HMM-263 lau.ncliod tw::> airr~raft on SAR lbrth to Om 390740) 
for pickup of downed pilot, hut upon arrival they found the pickup had 
alre/il.dy been accr:lmplished. Hl.ftfi'-lEl+ supported I Corps by lifting lS7 
passengers and 2L"OOO poundf3 of cargo between Dai wc (AT 91S5'i9); 

. Hoi An (BT 0435~) and Ibng 3JniI (AT 812.391). '!'ney also lifted 106 
passengers &nd J1,,000 pounds of ac.rgo from La Vang (YD 341507) to Ba long 
(YD 164,403) and lling Ha (YD 2:'.4593). 

19 April .. (G) ':IT~4#163 started 0;) eration VIRGINIA off by lifting a com­
pany of U.S. }b.rines from 1<he San.,. to (XD 904B). After the U.S. troOps 
made their S\le>JpS, HJ\1f.'I-163 picked up all three companies and returned 
thGIIl to Khe San.". 

22. .4Pri1: - (C) Operation GEDRGI! commenced today with HNM-263 liftipg . 
?tj.2 U.S. troops and 3,000 pounds of cargo to the strip at A:J. Hon (AT S73477). 
SU Ifl lifted 13,000 pounds of cargo from LZ Buzzard to An Hoa also. 
Two UH-lE's escorted ID-1M-163 to (YD S300) to drop troops in a. sea.rch for 
a missing Marine. After two lifts into the area, one UH-IE spotted the 
yellow smoke of the missing Marine directed HMM--163 aircraft in for the 
pickup. HMM-161 and HMt·~163 then lifted 400 ARVN troops OD 11 strike in 
the Hue area. 

21 April- (S) ']he support of Operation GmRGI! continued today with 
HMM.-263 lifting 221 U.S. troops end 4200 pounds of cargo. Most of this 
was accomplished at night and the aircraft received small arms and auto­
matic fir8 at both the pickup LZ and drop LZI s. One aircraft received 
one hit but the damage 'Was only mimr so it continued the flight until·· 
the mission was completed. 1);Lring the dny, two aircraft standing S~-­
l'hrth were launched into Laos to reseuc the crew of a downed uSAF F-4~. 
The lead rescue aircraft received heavy automatic fire while attempting 
to pick up the crew and the pilot (Capt. Gerald C. HUGGIN, 071914, USMC) 
was wounded while the aircraft was heavily damaged. '!he wingman (lstLt' 
David E. WALKER) then made the pickup under hazardous condi ti'Jns and 
both aircraft returned to Khe Sanh. 'n1e cre~chief' of' the second air­
craft, Sgt. D. D. r~RDON, effected a horoic rescue of' the RIO by leaping 
from his aircraft while under intense fire and assisting the injured 
cre\VIllember up the hill and into the aircraft • 

. 22 April - (C) HMM-26.3 continued their support or Operation GEORGIA by 
flying 7175 pou-"lds ot cargo and 165 U.S. troops. 

?4 April - '!he C-1l7D fl'i)m H&MS-16 flew LtGen. WALT. Maj Gen. KYLE, Col­
onel CALLENDER and COlonel HAMBLER (U.S.A.) from DaNang to Nha. Trang and 
returned. 
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25 lIpril - (0) HMH ... 263 flew a strike in support of Operation aIDRGIA. 
Eight aircraft lifted 42 U .8, :l'.1d 99 Pl1.rr! '~:!:,0')P s from An Roa to 
(AT 905516). 

2f~_A2..£il - (C) Two large strik'3S 'wer8 flown t.'Jday in support of Operation 
GE,oRGIA. On the first lift, 10'1ircraft liftc,d 176 U~S. and 24 .ARVN 
tro'Jps from An Hoa to (AT 8Z:)j+,4~3). '!he second lift consisted of six 
airc)"o.ft lifting 117 U.S. t::'0011J and 58 VN t!'o.')ps from (AT 8074€4) and 
(AT 82:473) back to JJJ. Hoa~ .~I;'3c,! 6$000 pounis and 158 U.s. troops were 
lifted to various LZ! s in 'C:tl8 G/.i;QRGIA areao Hl-1t1-.164 supported Operation 
VIHGINIA by li fting 302 trcnp S 3."[10. '(1,105 pounds :) f c ~irgo from Phu Bai 
t·:) K!.18 Sarfrl and e11 Lu (YD CHO.p 5 ) " 

2L.Jk2ril .. , (ci .il large troop 3.:-'Lft. ~.ms flown in support of Operation 
GE'JRGIA ku[.i7 by HMI-1-26.30 Eight aircraft lifted 99 U.S. tro')ps from 
}.JJ. Hoa to (AT ')//r~65). Fbur ai reraft from HMM-164. supported I anps 
by tr·an8por:'i'Y6 J61 '\iN troops and 27,000 pounds of cargo" '!he pickup 
was at n'n~ Ha (YD 245598) and the trw:rps were dropped at Be. long 
(YD 1E44(3). J..5 (YD 090520), and La Vang (YD 34,2507). 

21 ]lpri.,!- (0) HMM-263 and HMM-161 picked up 320 U.S. t,!'Onps at 
{AT 9S9::;71) and dropped t!lem at (AT 989562). A Inrge [llllou:'l.t of fire 
was r::;ce:i. ved from all quadrants adj Ilcent to t."le LZ, but 0j,111 t,.;o air­
craft wore hit. Then during the afterno'-m, the aircraft rstUl'ued to 
(AT 973583) and retI"Jgraded the tI"JOps. Again heavy fire was received 
ann. t1r)f) hits tyore taken • 

.22..JIDril - (0) Two aircraft from tTI-1t{...263 gcrformed an :3mergency retro­
grade of a Recon Team from (BT 005495). 1.;.'1e ReC0n Team was taking fire 
in the LZ and darkness had already moved in by the time the aircraft 
arrived. As the aircraft were landing they received small arms fire from 
(BT 008500). They returned the fire nnd picked up all the troops in tbe 
LZ. HMM-16l flew a resupply missi0n in support of I Corp s. A total 
of ?4,OOO pounds of carg0 and 223 A.i.1VN troops were lifted between Nong 
Son (AT 814383) Que Son (BT 045345) and Dai loc (ZC 193863). 
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PA.~T III 

Q., lTI'lH-16~ - eu) IiTin0 :'1.':!C8 G~rporals ,.,ere promoted to o::>rporal 
duri'og the rs>portwl p er::i.o d •. 

b. IOO·1-l§, - (C) A to"~al of 11, pJ"l)moti''':r:'3 were effected, three 
officers being p)~':'m:)t86. 'GO Ga..'Jt.~l; ~:; one NCO to' starf Sergeant, and ten 
Lancs O::;roorc,J_s to Cnporr:.L. r'"iQ 8flasted \Olere transf~rred from the 
SCfL13,drono' 

c, !~2~t.J~i1~ - (0) Thr tbe .!'Jmth, a total. of 14 officers and 33 enlisted 
'l-r8r9 transft:;:l:"X~ :Y'lt. of tho lb:;";:. ~Cld 9 officers and 35 enlisted were jOined. 
TwelveL::.:n(~G G;:::-';:,r)y'~;.Js ~.!9:t.:; pi:'):n:::ted to Corporal and eight Private First . 
Class wc:r r3 V;:,:-~:n:) t:x".. to IJ::~nce Corporal. 

d. m~l,...;~t2.J - (0)' During the month, 4 officers ,md 20 enlisted were 
,joinedz c.nd 6 officers and 9 enlisted ,.,ere trans±"erredout of this unit. 
FcnrteQl1 promotions to C:J:rporal and f'6fWl3(:Jen promot:Lons 'fl.J T ... ance Corporal 
were effected. 

e. 3i.L'~ti~~s...16 - (0) T'lr89 officers and thJ~ee euJlst-sd were joined, 
while one a-J11isted VIas transferred. 

f ~ HABS-16 - (U) Toiouf:jc:mant Col ~nel 1,[ oJ" HEBSTEP. assumed command of 
t.."'o Sc:uarlrc:;non 21 Jpr::.l 1966, relieving IhjoT.' L. L Z:TIGLER who became 
Elrecuti ve Officer. 

g. }1ATOU 6'§Jffi3S-16 - (U) Illring the month, 'six (}):rparals were pro­
moted to their present rank. 

2. A~~inistration 

a. HMM-161 - (U) '!he F.trst Marine Aircraft Wing sent Administra.tive 
and Materiel Inspection Teams in the Legal and Career Advisory/Education 
fields to inspect the Squadron. All discrepancies wre noted and COl'­

rective actiQn taken. 

3. AwardS 

a. MAB8-16 - (U) Fbur Air Medals and one Navy Commendation Medal, 
with Combat "V" -g-ere awarded. 

b. SU #1. H&MS-16 - (u) 'l\tenty Air Medals and eight sets of Oombat 
Air Crew Insignia were awarded. 

c. HBMS-16 - (U) Eight Air Medals vere awarded. 
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d. ~26J - (u) 'I\..ro hundred and forty four Air Medals, two Purple 

Heart Medals, eight ODod Conduct Medals, and thirteen Combat Air Crew 
Insignia were awarded. 

e. HMM-164 - (U) One Purple Heart Medal' and fifteen Air Medals were 
awarded. 

f. HMH-161 - (U) 'I\..ro Dtstinguished Flying Crossas, and eight Air 
Medals were awarded. . 

g. VMO- 2 - (U) .one Distinguished Flying Cross and one hundred and 
fifty two Air Medal were awaf-ded. 

h. HMl'4-l63 - (U) Seventeen Air Medals and one Purple Heart were 
awarded. 

4. Oasualties (e) 

a. R1M-l64 .. Sergeant N. F. HOLLlsTER" 1800232, USMC was wounded 1n 
action on 2 April 1966. . . 

b. aM .. 161 - Captain ,G. C. HUGGIN was wound.ed 111 a.ction on 21, AprU 
1966. 

c. HMM-263 - On 6 AprU 1966" 1fII3 J. S. GOINm died of wounds re­
celved :tn actiOn on 4 Aprll 1966. Corporal Danny N. BRAY wa.s wounded. 
in action on 17 April 1966. Sergeant G. E. WALtER and Corporals M. E. 
JOHNSON and L. M. S2YM.ANIK were also wounded in action dur:lng the month. 

d. SU At mcl.ffi-l6 ... One officer and one enlisted man received m1nor 
Wounds on 29 April 19b6. . 

5. C1v1c Action (U) 

a. G!'oup Chaplin - Catholic projects: 17,700 piasters donated. to 
St.- Johnis Sem1na:17i 18,645 p:Lasters donated. to the Sacred Heart Orphanage. 
106,200 piAsters (9QO':-dollars) was donated by Father Paul TOWID to 
B1shop CHI tor aid to the Cathol:tc refugees :In the Diocese of DaNang. 

Protestant projects: Attended ground brea.ldng 
for Protestant School (Tin Lab); donated three loads of scrap lumber 
for Protestant Orphanage. . 

Joint projects: 6 large cases of clothing" 3 
rolls of blankot::l.ng material. (150 OLankots) t 16 cases of soap, B cases 
of "C" rations, 3 cases of dried mUk, 31 bol.ts of clothing material, 
1 case of candy and. toys, 2 cases ot medical supplies, and. lumber tor 
crutches were donated to the Protestant Leprosar:J.um for the use of 
patients and refugees. 
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a. m'IM-161 - (U) Tt .. o softball teams were organized with:1n the Squad­
ron :in anticipation of the proposed First Marme Aircraft Wing softball 
tournament. Implementation of the Squadrons R&R program is aiiaiting the 
assignment of R&R quotas. 

b. SU #1, mrMs...J.6 ... (U) A unit party was held. on IS April 1966. 

c. GrOUt Chaplain ... (U) Church Services were held at scheduled hours 
for both Cat olk and Protestant personnel. Spec1al services were held 
on request for neighboring units. Nine lectures on the Religions and 
Culture of Vietnnm were conducted for personnel of this Command. and one 
lecture was conducted at a ne1ghboring un1t. 

7. Informatfnnal Services 

a. lH1-l61 - (U) News artic18s of the Squadron A~Tarcls Ccrano:r:tY' have 
been written and are now in the process of be:tng forwarded to home town 
news media e.nd for Far East mlli"Gar:v' nffifspapers • 

. 8. Intelligence/eounter-rntell~~ES-~ 

a. HtlM-164 - (C) During the reported per1od, forty-eigl:J.t aircraft 
were i.r:rvolved in thirteen ground f:ire incid.ents. Four aircr<lft received. 
a total of six hits resulting in minor dmnage. 

b. HHM-16l - (S) During the reported. period, normal intelligence 
functions were conducted. Tho enemy IrOrder of Battle ll for I Corps was 
ma:1ntairied, and in addition, a situ<ltion map of the entire I Corps area 
1 .. as mounted. 1n the ready room. The purpose of this is/was to enable 
the pilots to see the enemy situation at a glance. A ha.lf hour lecture 
was presented to a.lJ.. enlisted personnel on liThe Importance of Security 
To Themll and reporting observations WbllB .flying. A handout concerning 
the personal responsibility for counter-intelligence prepared and. dis­
tributed. and. posted. consp1cuous~ within the squadron. Normal intell­
igence training was conductod. for the intelligence personnel utilizing 
MCl courses and OJT. The Group Order on SERE requirements wn.s received. 

TIle equipment required for each aircraft was not ava.ilable; however, it 
hc.'1.S been ordered and will be ut:Uized as it becomes available. 

c. 00[",263 - (1) (e) Following Marchls record for highest number of 
hits on squadron aircraft a.s a resuJ.t of hostUe ground. fire" squadron 
operations during April resulted in a squadron record for tho highest -
number of hostile fire incidents dUring a calendar month. This e:lgni:r.;., 
:tcant increase was attributed to two factors: The squJ:dron IS ass'UIllption 

.of the majority of the helicopter support r6le during Operations"QRANGE 
and. GEORGIA. and squadron support of IISearch and. Destroyll missions under­
taken to expand the Southwest partion of the DaNang TAOR down to the 

Song Thu Bon River. 
SECRET 
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(2) (0) Squadron aircraft experienced a total of 85 

hostile fire incidents, which resulted in 32 aircraft receiving a total 
of 3S hits. 

9. Air Operations - Anril 1966 ~cl 

HMM - 161 

Passengers 
Cargo (pounds) 
Med Evacs 
Sorties 
Hours 

HMM - 164: 

Passenf,ers 
Cargo pounds) 
Med Evacs 
Sorties 
Hours 

VMO- 2 

passenfers 
Cargo pounds) 
Med Evacs 
Sorties 
Hours 

H&MS - 16 

Passengers 
Cargo (pounds) 
Med Evacs 
Sorties 
Hours 

UH - 34D - RMM - 16,3 

8.S86 
911,00O 

Passenters 
Cargo pounds) 

69 Med Evacs 
6,764 Sorties 
1,752.9 Hours 

CH - 46A HMM - 263 

4,9E4 passenters 
889,000 Cargo pounds) 

7 IVied Evacs 
1,802 ~;-0rties 

662.8 Efours 

UH - lE SU !,ll. H&MS - 16 
I 

1,026 
0 

. " 
passen~ers 
Cargo pounds) 

224- Med Evans 
3~698 t. : Sorties 
1,34-1.9 Hour4; 

C - 117D 

.53 
2,200 

0 
14 
15.5 

MAG - 16 'lb tal 

Passen~ers 
Cargo (pounds) 
Med Evacs 
Sorties 
Hours 

II 
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UH'- 34-D 

9,246 
SZ),OOO 

.308 
4,873 
1,472.1 

UH - 34D 

9,010 
776,457 

160 
6,688 
1,721.4 

.CR - 210 
2,620 

58 2,230 
0 

81~ ? 6.S 
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10. Air (})ntrol 

a. MATCU 68 - (C) turing the month, the 'Ib1,Ter, which was deployed 
to Phu Bai the end of March, was in full operation on a 24 hour-a-day 
basis, the GOA rna. king a total of 101 VFR approaches and 49 IFR approaches. 
Flight checks on 18 and 19 April by the Ffight Check Division of the 
1964. th Air Force Commu!'..ications Group determined that this Unit was 
fully operational. 

11. Training r, 

a. HMM - 161:.. (U) t-lltl:1 the arrival of the squadron; the Training 
Department prepared and delivered a lecture covering the operating area 
in Viet Nam. Three of the squadrons personnel were sent to Escape and 
Evasion School. 'Ihe Administrative and Materiel inSpection of this ,1 

dem rtment revealed no significant discrop3!lci J s. 

b. 11&HS-16 - (U) A total of t.'lrce }:8:r:'sonnel were sent to schools. 
One to ARG-94 Radio School, and O::JC) to (j:;J'i'Osion School (both in Japan), 
while the third man went to the .TJ.;~g1e ],i:,,-vironmental and Survival Train­
ing (JEST) Course in the Philippine I.~J2·YlJ~;o 

12. Logistics 

a. ID-1H - 161 .. (U) The sq'.l3dron has been inventorying and ?urvey­
ing squadron property. Navy Property Section has be8n busy annotating 
the Individual Material Readiness Li st, compiling an inventory of organ­
izational property as shown in the IMRL, computing an excess list, and 
submitting requisitions for needed items or Navy property. 'Ihe Armory 
was inventoried and one pistol was missing. A report to that effect 
was submitted and an investigation initiated. 

(1) (S) Many items of Marine Corps property were received 
which brought the unit readiness up to 90 per cent. 

b. MABS-16 - (0) - ']he TAFDS Section continued its support of 
units at Marble Mountain Air F-acility and outlying fields, dispensing 
470,132 gallons of AVGbS and 274,108 gallons of JPfuel. 

c. Group S-4 (U) - Logistic? support of all organic units con­
tiIlU(;)S. Dlring the evacuation of DaNang, the section processed 231 
'military and 222 ~ivilian personnel. Billeti:ng md messin,'! at this 
station were provided for 105 military and 44' civilian personnel for 
various periods during the evacuation operation. 

13. Maintenance 

a. HMM-lg - (0) The average daily availability for this squadron 
,.,ras 34.8%, ,d th 1!l average aircraft utilization figtlr8 of 92% (base on 
30 hours per aircraft per month). A total of 2J engines required change 
due to sand erosion and foreign object 'damage. 

SECRET 
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b. H&MS-16 - (C) A total of4? engines were issued to the HMM 

Squadrons of the Group and 13 were rebuilt. 'lhree aircraft with fuse­
lage and structural damage due to comhst ",ere repaired. 

c. ~ - (C) 'Ihe average numb8r of !CoP I S for the month was 90 
plus. A total of seven aircraft received battle damage, and one aircraft 
received minor damage when the tail rotor drive shaft sheared \bile on 
ground turn-up. Six T53L-ll engines were changed due to sand erosion, 
two tail rotor blades "rere changed due to link damage, and four main 
rotor blades were changed due to sand erosion and battle damage. 

d. HMH-161 - (8) 1he aVGrJ.ge &"ircraft availability was 77%, or a 
Ii ttle bGtter than 18 out of 24 aircraft in cOmmission during during , 
the month. Five per cent of the 23% unavai..lable 'vere attributable to 
AOCP f sand 2% to c aleridar inap ections. Maintenance strength was 133 
personnel, 15 below manning level. '!here b a critical shortage of 
senior (Gunnery Sergeant) Staff NCO t s in the OF 64.22. Guard, mess, and 
life guard details create additio!J.Q.l ::hortages. 

e. m1M-263 - (1) (C) Aprili-iaf +.11:0 :~drgest flight hour month for 
the squadron to date with a final 1:ota2.. of 1721.4 hours. The average 
number of !TIp 11 aircraft was 16, r8~:)resenting an increase OVer the pre­
vious two months. Of the squadrons tlNO AOCP aircraft, enough parts 
arrived during the month to allow one to be brought into :n 1'up II 
-status on the 25th. ']he squadron had an average of Q2 aircraft assigned 
in .&-1 status. 'lhe above data yields a utilization of 107.6 flight 
hours per up aircraft for a utilization rate of 269%. The high number 
of flir,ht hours necessitated a great deal of maintenance; as an example, 
57 thirty-hour inspections were pullod during the month. 

(2) (C) Again durinp' April, battle damage was signif­
icant. Only 5 aircraft did not recelve battle damage during the month. 
A total of 45 aircraft hits were taken. On the afternoon of 2 April, 
E~5 (1457Sl);'.J'as shot down by heavy ground fire while on final approach 
to a company landing me. Dlring the night the eircraft Was completely 
destroyed by fire, severely burning several Marines Who were guarding 
it, one fatally. 

(3) (C) EG-23, which was sent to overhaul on the 
27th, probably set a record for the most time in a single tour, flying 
1,S32 hours since January 1963, most of the time being accumulated in 
Viet NaJIl. 

14. Base Development/Mill tau Construction (U) 

a. The following construction was completed by the MABS-16 con­
struction section: Constructed 4 complete l6 t x 32' tin buildings at 
Phu w; 5 heads (barrel t~e), one 12t water tovrer for 3000 gallon 
t,ank at phu OOi ana one 4 t platform for 3000 gallon tank at Marble 
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Mountain, screen and two dressing rooms at Amphitheater, two genera+~r 
sheds, a shed room over the reefers at the Messhall, cut out 2D con­
version kits (GP tents to tin buildings), continued construction of 
utilities Shop, completed pouring concrete slab for perm~nent M. T. 
shops and office, poured concrete and began construction on ice plant, 
and repaired heads throughout the camp. The sign shop painted some 50 
signs of various sizes. 

b. 'lhe plumbing section installed a )000 gallon water tank, plumb­
ing necessary to Messhall at Phu &i, installed plumbing to hot 1-later 
tank at Officers Clubl serviced fie ld bath unit at Phu Bail and began 
dnveloping a 1vell dug by MCB-9. 

c. '1he '\-later supply point produced 659,211 gallons of potable 
vTater and issued 51,600 gallons of rcTiv water. 

, 
d. 1he electrical :::e~tion retvired th.e Messhall, ran new power 

lines to ZULU Company CP, wired the SNCO and Officers shower for use 
as a temporary Chapel, installed panel control board and conneoted a 
100 KW generator at HeMS Avionics, rewired and rel/orked electrical 
sj'stem throughout Camp in HMM-163 area at Phu Bai, reworked and balanced 
secondary power system e~d installed 50 junction boxes, 50 circuit 
breakers and 72 insulator assemblies in the Officers and SNCO living 
areas, and OffiCers Club, received and placed into service two 60 KW 
generators 0 

e. The refrigeration section began construction of eqUipment for 
an ice block plant, prefabricated and installed air conditioner in CP 
bunker, made major repairs on l·fQ 51E and ME-IO reefers at the Messhall, 
and produced 300 gallons of ice orea.'tl. 

f. The NABS-16 laundry processsd 30,650 pounds of elDthing. 

15. Communications 

a. General 

(1) (U) The only common user telephone channel we had to Phu 
Bai was made a three pronged hot line from MHAF to ~,f.ing ~3 to Super­
Chief (Phu Bai). It is unsatisfactory, at best, due to the limitations 
of the present radio relay eqUipment. 

(2) CU) Equipment failures have diminished considerably with 
the installation of fixed plant teletype equipment on temporarY loan 
from Wing. We still depend on courier service for approximately 50% 
of the traffic between HNAF and vling. 

(3) (U) '!he Radio Section sUD.iJ li8d men and eqUipment in the 
support of two o~erations in iipril. They ",ere Operation VIRGINIA (in 
the Phu BSi TAOR) and Operation GEORGIA (in the DaNang TAOR). 
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(4) (U) Of great concern to the Command is our serious lack of 

generator power. We have several generators deadlined and one on 
order. 

b. Particular 

(1) CommunicatiDns Center 

(n.) (n) The installation of the AN/FGo...9 teletype On 20 
April has improved our equipment reliablii ty about 200%. 

(b) (U) Stationn-'I"jT items, particularly ditto fluid and run­
off paper, have been in short supply, and have caused us to go tQ 
external sources on many occasions. It tabss approximately 6 to Scans 
of ditto fluid and 40 reams of ~off paper to operate the CommOenter 
for one week. 

(c) (0) Troop strength is critical in the OommCenter. We 
are operating three yatch sections, one of three and two with four men. 
There should be at l~ast five men on pach watch in order to maintain 
opt~~ efficiency. 

(d) (0) Tbtal traffic procGssed by the CommOenter in April 
was 2700 incoming and 627 outgoing messages. These figures do not 
shoy the services and retransmissions processed, which would r::tise the 
total to well ovor 4000 messages. 

(2Lwire 

(a) (U) The switchboards are worn out which accounts for 
most of the delays in the switchboard service by the ROSE ANN operators. 
'!he parts ye need are just not available in the SUpply sYfltem, and 
until they are, the situation ,rill get worse. We have borrowed an 
SB-22 switchboard from the 5th Communications Battalion Which has 
helped somewhat. 

(b) (0) 111e wire equipment we have, even 1.men at 100% 
effieiency, is not adequate to operate a facility of this size. The 
T/E needs revision. 

(J) ~ 

(a) (n) Operation of the Wing TACAN Net and the MA~16 
o::>mmand Net to phu Bai was limi ted due to generator failures. All 
of our 400 cycle generators were deadlined. We are operating now 
wi th a 400 cycle converter borrowed from 5th ~cations 
Battalion. 
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(4) Rej:nir 

(a) (U) Repa.ir haS worked at a heavy pace in order to 
maintain our equipment. 'l1:le biggest drm..rback is a lack of parts in 
the system. 

(b) (U) The Cbmmumcations-Electronics supply point has 
been moved from Marine Q:>rps supply to Carom with an addition on our 
present building which ,.,as built by Cbmm personnel. This will improve 
our spare parts availabili tye 

(0) (U) 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 

']he following transactions took placet 

193 pieces of equipment processed 
5 pieces of equipmont eVacuated to higher eche10n 
5 pieces of equipment returned from higher eChelon 

175 pieces of equipment returned to sections 
125 new requisitions processed 

c. Personnel (U) - Dlring the period, one Officer and six Enlist­
ed were transfered while nine Enlisted were jOined. 
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PART IV 

SUPPORTING OOCUMEN1'St none 
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