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HEADQUllRTERS 
Mlrine Aircraft Group 16 
1st ~rine Aircraft Wing 

Fleet ~ine FOrce, pacific 
FPO san Francisco 96602 

Fl'om: Comma.nding Officer 

3:GER:rcT 
5750 
Serf03Al6966 
18 JUne 1966 

To : C01lllllEl.Ilding General, Firs t Mlrine Aircraft Wing (At tn: a-.3) 

SUbj: command Chronology; submission of 

Ref: (a) vlgO 5750.1B 

Fbc1: J(l) Mlrine .Aircraft Group 16 Command Chronology 

1. In accordance with reference (a), the Command Chronology is hereb,y 
submitted. 

2. This lettor is downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED upon removal of enela-· 
sure (1). 

(7;11 
R. M. HUNT 
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Marine Aircraft Group l6 

Marble Mountain Air Facility 
f 

Republic .of Viet Nam 

Period covered: 1 through 31 Hay 1966 
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PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

Command and Rank Composition 

BILLET NAME/RANK 

CO, MAG-16 HtJNT, R. M. 
XO, MAG-16 SIMMONS, R. L. 
Adjutant ROSS, H. llf. 
S-l Officer JOHNSTON, C. B. 
S-2 Officer JONES, F. E. 
3-3 Officer CLARK, T. 
S-4 Officer MCBARRON, A. 
CO, H&MS-16 DARBYSHIRE, L. L. 
co, MABS-16 WEBSTER, W. J. 
co, HMM-161 Qunm, w. R. 
CO, HMM-163 HOUSE, C. A. 
co, llfM-164 WATSON, W. C. 
CO, HMM-263 GOEBEL, J. L. 
CO, HMM-265 MENDENHALL, H. E. 
CO, VMo- 2 BARDEN, A. W. 
OIC, su III BROKAW, J. C. 
orc, MATCU 68 COULTER, R. J. 
OIC, MATCU 68 BERCHIOLLI, K. v. 
TASK ORGANIZATION 

H&MS-16 - Marble Mountain Air Facility, 
MABS-16 - Marble Mountain Air FaCility, 
~161 - Marble Mountain Air Facility, 
HMM-16.3 - HUe Fhu Bai, RVN 

091 
LtCo1 
capt 
capt 
lstLt 
LtCo1 
LtCol 
Maj 
Ltcol 
Ltcol 
LtCo1 
Ltco1 
LtCo1 
LtCo1 
Ltco1 
capt 
Capt 
Capt 

RVN 
RVN 
RVN 

RVN 

PERIOD 

::1-31 Mly 1966 . 
1-.31 lfP.y 1966 
1-31 May 1966 
·1-31 May 1966 
1-31 M3.y 1966 
1-31 Mly 1966 
1-31 Yay 1966 
1-.31 Mly 1966 
1-31 M9-Y 1966 
1-31 M9-Y 1966 
1-31 MaY 1966 
1-31 Mty 1966 
1-22 May 1966 

2,..31 M/lY 1966 
1-31 MaY 1966' 
1-31 May 1966 
1-12 ~ttY 1966 

13-31 MaY 1966 

~·164 - Marble Mountain Air Facility, 
~26.3 - Marble MOuntain Air Facility, 

m~265 - Marble MOuntain Air FaCility, 

RVN .. J)epar\ed RVN on 22 Mly 
for HC.II.F, ]\ltema, Okinawa 

RVN - ArriTed RVN on 22 May 
from CONUS 

VMO- 2 - Mlrb1e Mountain Air Facility, RVN 
SU 111, H&MS-16 - M;!rb1e Mountain Air Facility, RVN 
MATeu 68- HUe phu Bai~ Rl'lJ,N·· 
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.3. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTHS 

USMC I USN 
off BP1 'Off Enl 

H&MS-16 36 .327 -0 0 
MABS-16 13 478 .3 10 
HMM-161 49 169 1 :.3 
HMM-163 52 164 1 2 
mlM-164 56 18'7 1 3 
HMM-265 56 186 1 .3 
VMo- 2 34 149 1 4 
su Ifl , 13 63 ft." 1 
MATeu 7 82 0 0 

4. ~ortant Visitors to the Command 

(a) Qanar~l KROLAK spent approximately 45 minutes at the H&MS-16 
maintenance line. General YOUNr5DALE spent one afternoon aboard the 
Air Facility. Both wero primari~~ here to discuss proble~areas of the 
CH-4c~ and UR-IE aircraft. 

7 En 
J 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 

FART II 

Harrative 

4 

DECLASSIFIED 



.' 
DECLASSIFIED 

" • 7 n 
1 MAY Two aircraft from ~161 lifted four RVN civilians, including 
Bishop CHI, from MMAF to Hoi an Air Strip. 14hen the aircraft returned 
to Hoi An to pick up Bishop CHI and party, enemy mortar rounds began to 
explode in the immediate area of the LZ. However, no damage or injury . 
was sustained Qy the aircraft, crew or passengers. HMM-163 supported 
operation VIRGINIa by carrying 12,000 Ibs and 65 passengers. 

~ Aircraft from l~l6l and HMP~l63 departed HUe Phu Bai at 0600H 
on a tactical troop mcvement. After an artillery prop, the initial 
assault landing was made at (YD 752-114) and (YD 767103), with no re­
ported resistance. Twenty minutes later, the second wave of ARVN troops 
was landed at (YD 780087) and (YD 790065) to ccmplete tho ARVlJ portion 
of the lift. The blocking force, two assault waves of U.S. Mlrines, was 
lifted to (YD 779120). The entire operation was completed at 0824H. 
Aerial support was provided by oxwood A-4 1s and two Deadlock UH-lE1s, 
with a U.S. Arnw O-lE acting as TAC(A). A total of 456 troops were lifted. 

3 MAY A two plane section from 1001-164 launched on Sparrow Hawk. Pick­
up zone for 16 troops was Hill 55 (AT 970620) drop zone (AT 965635). 
Both aircraft were hit by ground fire in the drop zone. MOderate struc­
tural damage required that both aircraft return to" home plate. 

5 MAY Aircraft from HMM-161 and HMM-163 and VMo- 2 participated in 
operation CHEROKEE. At 0648H, the first division of four departed HUe 
phu sal with U.S. Marines to~rve as a blocking force along a mountain 
range 14 miles Northwest,of Phu Bai. The first landing zone, (YD 570028) 
consisted of a series of small single aircraft zones, requiring indivi­
dual approach5s rather thon wave approaches. The troops were debarked 
without incident. The rest of the troops were picked up at phu Bai and 
debarked at the second LZ (YD 593234) located on a ridge crest. No fire 
incidents w"re roported throughout the entire landing operation. Six: 
aircraft from HMM-164 in support of I Corps transported 65,600 Ibs of 
equipment and 253 Vietnamese between Hoi An (BT 152578) and QUe Son 
(BT 045345). The H&W-16, C-1l7D flew from DaNang to Chu Itti to QUe 
Shon to Au Khe to Chu Lai to ])9.Nang. LtClan. WALT, Vtlj Gen. FIELDS were 
aboard. 

6 MaY Eight aircraft from HMM-161, in support of I Corps, new 13,850 
Ibs of Cllrgo plus 34 ARVN troops from Nang Son and Que Son. One enenw ' 
air burst was observed at (BT 1243), however, no aircraft receivad damage. 
Four OXwood A-4t s provided aerial cover. HMM-163 continued support of 
CHEROKEE qy lifting 76 troops and 2,200 lbs of cargo. 

7 MAY HM}~163 again supported operation CHEROKEE by lifting 121 troops 
and 33,000 Ibs of cargo into the operation area. 

8 MAY Eight aircraft frclm HMM-161 in support of I Corps, carried 37,550 
Ibs of cargo and 201 ARVN troops between Hoi An, Nong son, 1)9.i LOc, and 
Que Song. TWo UH-IE'S provided suppressive fire at (AT 982589) in sup­
port of Northbrook on a Sparrow Hawk mLssion. Three Mad EVacs were flown, 
evacuating eight U.S. casualties. 
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9 MAY Nine aircraft from HW~-l6l augmented MAG-36 for Operation MONT­
GOMERY. After the LZ was throughly prepped wi th both air and artillery, 
the first portion of the lift was commenced. RVN M3.rines WOr0 lifted 
from Quang Ngai (BS 648730) to LZ BROWN (BS 450'742) at the preplanned L 
hour of 0900H. Sporadic small arms fire was initially encountered but it 
was soon suppressed by the RVN ~rines and U.S. ~ UH-1B gunships. 
SUbsequent waves intc the area proceeded without further incident and 
the lift was completed with ffi~-l61 carrying 346 RVN Mfxines from QUang 
Ngai to LZ BLUE (BS 414765). Again sporadic fire was received and quickly 
supressed. DUring this phase of the oper~tion, both the aircraft crews 
and the embarked troops wore gas-masks. The lift was completed by l2l5H 
and HMM-161 returned to ~~illF after lifting 165 U.S. Marines. ttCol. 
WATSON with 10 aircrsft from HMM-164, in support of Operation MONTGO}1ERY 
in the NY Ha area, transported 434 troops and 36,200 lbs of equipment. 
staging area was BY Ha Air Facility with the major part of the lift 
going to landing zones located at (BS 42Cf749), (BS 435750) and (BS 524-
840). Aircraft were tired an with no hits recoived. HMM-163 flew normal 
rosupply, [,dmin, and troop lift. 

10 MAY ID-1IvI-163 augmented by HMM-161 supported Operation WAYNE bycarrying 
693 troops arid 22,000 lbs cargo. ~164, in diversionary support at 
Operation WnYNE, utilized 13 aircraft to transport 870 troops of the 
1st RVN Division from the pick-up zona (YD 635250) to landing zones 
(YD 575160) and '(YD 687093). VMo-2 provided a command and control air­
craft and a TnC(A) for the control of 15 flights of fixed wing in bombing 
grid sq~res: YO 9199, 9299, 9Ji9, and YD 9200, 9300, 9201 and 9301) as 
its role in Operation WAYNE. In aidi tion carried 9 Med Evaca, one VOS, 
and 15 U.S. casual ties f rom the thick jungle area ~ 

11 ~mY m~163 supportud Operation WAYNE carrying 59 troops and 37,000 
lba at cargo. 

12 MilY Twelve aircraft frcm HMM-161 departed MMr.F at 0600H for a tactical 
troop lift from Hoi AP to (AT 876464). 81- cradic small arms fire waS re­
ceived and VCwith nt'ms and pe,cks were observed fleeing the area. SUp­
pressive fire from the UH-34D's quickly diminished the eneIW fire.' ,The 
succeeding waves of troops wvrc landed without further inCident, and no 
aircraft were hit during the operation. A total of 201 U.S. Mlrines and" 
90 ARVN troops were carried in three waves. 

Four 0~-46ts from H~r164 lifted 47 u.s. ~rines from Dai LaC (AT 918-
579) to (AT.920550) where a VC contact with a possible company had been 
Wldc. The aircraft landed in the LZ and as they started to lift back out 
they came und{;)r heavy fire wit h four aircraft sustaining hits. The 
last aircraft w:J.'s dOl:ll1g.ed ,hel';vily J nULb.Jr 2.0 B<:.lde precautionary landings 
at Hill 55 and Dai Loc. The other aircraft~s able to return to ~~. 
taterl another CH-46A was alea hit at the same area as it dropped off 
repair crews for the three down aircrcft and picked up somo Med ~cs. 
EXtunsive dam1:'.ge to this aircraft caused it to have to return immediately 
to WJlF. 
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wqp • • 9 MAY Nine aircraft from HW~-16l augmented MAG-36 for operation MONT­
GOMERY. Af·ter the LZ was throughlj- prepped wi th both air and a.rtillery, 
the first portion of the lift was commenced. RVN Marines were lifted 
from Quang Ngai (BS 6487)0) to LZ BROWN (BS 450742) at the prepla.nned L 
hour of 0900H. Sporadic small arms firo was initially encountered but it 
was soon suppressed qy the RVN Y~rines and U.S. ~ UH-1B gunships. 
SUbsequent waves into the area proceeded without further incident and 
the lift was completed with ill4M-16l carrying 346 RVN Marines from QUang 
Ngai to LZ BLUE (00 414765). Again sporadic fire was received and quicklY 
supressed. During this phase of the opElr9.tion, both the aircraft crewS 
and the embarked troops wore gas-masks. The lift was completed by 1215H 
and HMf.'i-16l returned to WillF after lifting 165 U.S. Marines. LtCol. 
WATSON with 10 aircr!:1ft from HMM-164, in support of Operation MONTGOMERY 
in the KY Ha area, transported 434 troops and 36,200 lbs of equipment. 
staging area was KY Ha Air FacUi ty wi th the maj or part c.f' the lift 
going to landing z~nes located at (BS 429749), (BS 435750) and (BS 524-
840). Aircraft were fired on with no hits recoived. ~163 flew normal 
resupply, admin, and troop lift •. 

10 MAY HMtIl-163 augmented by HMM-161 supported Operation WAYNE byCBrrying 
693 troops and 22,000 Ibs cargo. HMM-164, in diversionary support of 
operation WAYNE, utilized 13 aircraft to transport 870 troops of the' 
1st RVN Division from the pick-up zone (YD 635250) to landing zones 
(YD 575160) and '(YD 68'7093). VMo-2 provided a COIJllllaIld and control air­
oraft and a TAC(A) for the control of 15 flights of fixed ving in bombing 
grid sq~ares: YC 9199, 9299, 9319, and YD 9200, 9300, 9201 and 9301) as 
its role in Operation WAYNE. In n:1dition carried 9 Med Evacs, one VCS, 
and 15 U.5. casual ties f rom the thick jungle arCQ. 

11 ¥AY Ht1VJ-163 support8d Operation WAThTE carrying 59 troops and 37,000 
Ibs of cargo. 

12 MiiY TWelve aircraft freID HMM-161 departed MMf.F at 0600H for a tactical 
troop lift from Hoi An to (AT B76464). SIGradic small arms fire was re­
cdved and VCw1th orma and packs were observed fleeing the area. SIlp­
pressive fire from the UH-34D 1s quickly diminished the enemy fire.' ;The 
succeeding waves of troops WGr9 lBnded without fUrthor inciGGnt, and no 
aircraft were hit during the operation. A total of 201 U.S. ~rines and .. 
90 ARVN troops were carried in three waves. 

Four CH-46ts from HMH-164 lifted 47 u.s. Marines from 1)3.i LaC (AT 918-
579) to (AT.920550) where a VC contact with a possible company had been 
made. Tho aircraft landed in the LZ and as they started to lift back out 
they came under heavy fire with four aircraft sustaining hits. The 
last aircraft w::-:s dmunged .henvily, truI.·,b~r 2&3 r.le-de precautionary landings 
at Hill 55 and Dai !pc. The other aircraft was ablo to return to M¥illF. 
tater, another CH-46A was alsa hit at the same arOa as it dropped off 
repair crews for the three down aircrr.ft and pickec up some Mad EVacs. 
EXtensive dam~ge to this aircraft caused it to have to return immediately 
to WM. 
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At 1745H, twelve aircraft from HMM-16l launched on an emGrgency troop 

lift to the sarno area, (AT 920550).they picked up the U.S. troops at 
tl~ll 55 and proceeded to (AT 920550) where approxi~ely . U.S. ~rines 
were eng~ged in a fire fight with a VC force of superior numbers and were 
reporting intensive mortar and small arms fire. As the first three air­
craft commenced a high speed approach, they received intense small ~rms 
and mortar fire. As their troops debarked, they were immediately pinned 
down. The lift continued until all aircraft had I:lRde three lifts into 
the LZ. Six aircraft were daIDBged by 's~~ll arns fire and one was da 
damaged by mortar shra,pnel. A total of 193 combat troops and,4, 200 
lbs of ammo and supplies were lifted into the LZ and 2 WIAts and 2 
KIA's plus the crew from the disabled CH~46A were evacuated from the 
zone. 

Six UR-lEts were used to fly T~C(A) 8nd fire suppression missicns 
against the VC during this operation. 

14 MAY 'Four aircraft from HMM-16l wore launched on a Sparrow ,Hawk mis­
sion. 26 U.S. troe-ps were lifted into (BT OOJbll). Heavy srnall arms 
fire was recoived but tho aircraft debarked the troops without incident 
and doparted the LZo As the number three aircraft was climbing through 
1100 feet, it received a roung through the tail pylon causing the loss 
of directional control. Aftor apprc)ximately six 3600 rot~ticns around 
the vertical axis, the aircraft crashed in a tree lineat (AT 996608). 
The dcwneu crew with their weapons wers evacuated by the division leader 
despite intense ener~ fire. All four members of the dcwned aircraft 
received injuries from the crash and the gunner of the number two air­
err-ft was wc:unded in the arm. Three of the four aircraft from the flight 
sustained damnge due to hostile fire. Two maintenance Aircraft, attemp- . 
ting to fly crews to the downed aircraft but were driven off qy intense 
fire. During the night the dnwned aircraft was destroyed by ene~ forces. 

HMM-164 aircraft were on stand.,.by status for possible avacUtition of 
friendly personnel from DiNang froL'l 14 - 17 May. 

17 MAY HMM-163 lifted 29 Med EVacs from (YD 525263). The evncs wore the 
result of an early morning mortar and satchel chnrge 81_ttack on the 1st 
Eno, 4th Marines CPo In other medical evacuations, 15 U.S., one ARVN 
and two civilian casualties were carried by VMO-2. on one Hed Evac 
mission to (AT 941586), the flight leader, lv'tlj. M1\TTHEt-JS, landed and .was 
waiting for the casualty to be brought aboard when his aircraft came under 
enemy fire. Maj. 11ATTHEWS was seriously wounded but directed his co-pilot, 
Lt .. L1GVOLDSTAD, who was also wounded, to remain in the zone until the 
casualty was aboard, though he, hir.lself, required immediate attention. He 
turned the aircraft over to the co-pilot but continued to handle the r~dio 
communicati~ns, directing his escort aircrqft to attack the 6ne~ positions. 
When the casualty was safely aboard, Vpj. VATTHEWS directed the co-pilot 
to fly to the Medical facility. 

18 MAY Six aircraft from HMH-164 supported III MAF in the Hue phu Bai 
area bY transporting 324 U.S. troops and 9000 lbs cargo from the landing 
zone at (YD 545318) to two landing zones (YO 811156) and (YD 569245). 
Aircraft were fired upcn but not hit. HNVr164 launched on a Sparrow Hawk 
mission. Troop pick-up zone was Hill 55· (AT 970620) and drop zone was 
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(AT 946604)0 Aircraft received fire on approach to the landing zenes wi'th 
the wingman receiving one hito QySgt. J. A. ARNOTE 814141, the a,ircraft 
gunner, received a gunshot wound in the left hip and WGS tRken to 3rd 
Mod. Bo. 

The Ashau rco'verywas conducted for the purpose of recovering the 
bodies of 5 USASF and to bury indigenous bodies lying in the open, with­
out further 108s of U.S. lives. The operation wes based 'on the assump­
tions that no me.jor enemy forces remained in the vicinity of camp Ashau 
and that any rranor forces, if remainin[, could be neutralized by air 
support for 30 minutes. on 18 ~y the operation began. Planes 1 and 2 
of a 7 bird SUperchief flight discharged the security detail at points 
A and B (SOG map). These details reconned the camp ending at point C 
Charlie (map) where, UjAn reaching and ascertaining that there was no 
enemy activity in the camp, a green smcke grenade was popped. This was 
the signal for remaining birds, which had been orbiting, to land. Four 
birds landed between points A and B. discharged their details, and re­
mained on the deck until the scheduled return of their troops 30 minutes 
later. The seventh SUperchief aircraft remained airborne as an aerial 
recan and to search for a USASF body located in the .area of point D (map). 
Thirty minutes after touohdown, the exact alloted time for the mission, 
the trocps were aboard tho aircraft wi'lih their mission complete and the 
birds returned to phu Bai. 

19 MAX ~163 flew a total of 137 wounded .~VN troops from the ARVN 
outpost of Gio Lin and brought in reinforcements to this same outpost 
which had sufferod an early mcrnillg VC attack. 

20 l1!Y HMM-163 flew a Recan Insertion in to coordinates (YD 715082). As 
soon as the aircraft set down in the zone the VC opened fire. The min 
rotor blade of one aircraft was hit by an enemy grenade fragment. DUring 
debrief of the mission, the pilots reported that the VC were within 20 
meters and completely surrounding the landing zone. 

VMo-2 began watching the development of the local politic81 situation 
especially as it involved the ARVN troops in the DaNang area. Ten Mad 
Evacs were flown' evacuating 12 U.S., one ARVN and 3 civilian 'casualties. 
The Med EVacs on this day were characterized Qy especially hot landing 
zones. On one flight both aircraft were hit and the slick, piloted qy 
Lt. SPINK, was ferced to land on Hill .55 streaming smoke and fuel. The 
Hill 55 area was among the hot landing zones, but another ~d EVB.c flight 
was sent and tho casualty on the groung was picked up. Later, a main­
tenance crew was sent to the site and hgd the aircraft operational in 
time to fly it home by nightfall. 

HMM-161 had three aircraft supporting the 9th Marines which were 
launched on an omergency ~d Evac mission to (AT 960650). Sporadic small 
arms fire was received. Six U,S. ~rine Battle casualties were extracted 
from the zone and flown to 3rd Med. En. courage in the highsst tradi­
tions of the Marine Carps was displayed by the crew chiefs of the rescue­
ing aircraft, when, despite sniper fire, they left the relative safety of 
the aircraft tocarry wounded Marines back to the ple~es. Three aircraft 
later flt3w an emergency resupply of critically neecled ammunition totaling 
3,600 Ibs to the same area. No battle damage was sustained qy eitb~r . 
fJi.ght. 
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• The H&MS-16 O-l17D £lew £rom DaNang to Chu Lai. Their passengers w 
were Haj Oen. YOUNGDJlJ.S, Col. HAN, and Col. REED. 

22 MAY The H&MS-16 C-117D flew £ram DaNang, to Saigon to DaNang carry­
ing 10 KIA IS from Ds.Nang to Saigon. 

?3 MAY Under extremely adverse weather conditions, RMM-16l launched two 
aircraft at 10l0H £or an emergency recovery of a reconnaissance patrol 
oonsisting of 9 u.s. Marinesn Two VMO-2 UH-IE1s accompanied the flight 
to assist in locating the patrol and provide aerial cover, if possible, 
under the oxisting weather ~~king the approach ~d landing attampts 
extremely hazardous. The skill and determination of the pilot flying the 
lead aircraft paid off and he W2S able to effect a landing under instru­
ment conditions. SUfficient power at the altitude o£ the zone necessita­
ting a landing b,y the socond aircraft which was finally accomplished 
a£ter several hazardous abortive attempts. An IFR take of£ and departure 
from the mountain area was success£ul and the troops ware returned to 
LZ FllJCH without incident. Both crews displayed outstnnding professional 
ability 0 

25 MAY The H&MS-16 C-1l7D flew from D9.Nang to Saigon to chu Lai to DaNang. 
Their passengers were M3.jG<;ln. YOUNGDI11S, 001. OTDOm'EL, Col. BROWLER. 

2'7 MAY '1\10 UH-lEts escorted Superchief 10-5 on inser·t~ons a t (YG 742083) 
and (YC 8(8942). The extraction at (YC 857977) vIas an emergency - the 
ground unit being under heavy automatic fire. The UH-lEts suppressed the 
fire, shooting into (ye 857982) and calling condole '65-1 on the same area. 
The £ire was silenced after the initial Deadlock runs and did not reCur. 
Nine Med Evacs ~er6 £lown evacuating 8 UoS., 1 ARVN, l veo and two ves 
casualties. 

H&.fvJS-16 C-1l7D flew from ])3.Nang to Chu Ifti to }):tNpJlg. Their passen­
gers were MljGen. YOUNGDALS, Colo HllRNED. 

28 MAY A three plane division £rom ~164 supported I Corps in the Hoi 
An area by tr8.D.sporting 55 troc-ps· and 2,200 1bs of ce.rgo to Due DUe 
(AT 873467). Another three plarfj division had launched on the same mis­
tion earlier~ The 'l:hird aircraft. in this flight crashed and burned 
shortly after take-o££ at Hoi An. ~ection aborted mission and remained 
at the crash scene to render assistalce. The crew of the downed air­
craft suffered only minor cuts and brbises and all passengers escaped 
without injury. The aircraft was a strtke, . 

29 MAY !'vIO aircraft supporting III HAF fle .. to phu Bai with BGen. ENGLISH 
and party. While waiting for the oeneral thcc6 same aircraft were diverted 
for Med Evacs to (YD 525625). Al though in tense small arms nre was re­
ceived, three landings were made in the zone evaumting 4 KIA and 12 WIA, 
U.S. M9.rines with one aircraft sustaining battle Ctmage. 

30 1-1l1Y Six aircraft of HMY~164 complded a troops 6XC'ange between Hill 
22"l"AT 953677) and landing zono (BT 092658) in support ~f III J.ID'. A 
total of 328 troops and 1,8.30 1bs of cargo wero carried. 
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r 3 • • 1. personnel 

a. HMtII-163 - (U) promotions: 1 2/Lt to l/Lt; 2 LCpls to Cpl; 2 pres 
2 LOpl. 

b. MABS-16 - (C) Joinod 57 for the month. promotions: 20 E-4s to 
sergeant; 4 LCpIs to Cpl; 3 prcs to LOpl; 15 pvts to Pic. 1 QYSgt was 
uommissioned a Second Lieutenant on 27 May. Three Meritorious Masts 
were awarded. OF 03 strength was increased by 30 new arrivals. 

e. MIl.TCU 68 - (C) promo~ons: 1 LCpl to cpl; 1 pfe to LCpl. Olptain 
K. V. BERCHIOLLI relieved cap\ain J. C. COULTER as Officer in Charge. 

do HW1-161 - (C) Transfers: 5 officers and 8 enlisted. Joinings: 
5 officers and 2 enlisted. Promotions: 1 liLt to captain; l2/Lt to 
l/Lt; 1 Cpl to Sgt; 2 LCpls to Cpl; 2 Pfcs to LCpl and 2 pvts to pfe. 
All promotions wore effectiv~ 1 ~y. 

9,.., HMM-164 - (C) Tr.ansfars: 2 officers and J enlisted. Joinings: 
3 enlisted. promotions: 1 Cpl to Sgt; 2 LCpls to Cpl; 2 pfes to LOpl 
and 1 pvt to pf'c o 

f. SU #1, H&MS-16 - (C) Transfers: 1 officer' and "2 enlisted. 
Joining: 1 enlisted. promotion: I LOpI to Cpl. 

2g Administration 

(a) ouring M':ly, MAG-16 Special Services was reinspec'ted by the Wing 
Special Services Officer. Discrepancios were noted and correctiv~ action 
is being taken. 

3. Awards 

(a) Tho folh:wing awards were distrubutod for presentation during 
l'.tay, 

,VMo- 2 

2 Distinguished Flying cressas 
4 Navy commendation Medals 
4 purple Heart Medals 
206 Air M;lc1als 

HMM-161 

6 purple Heart Had-als 
67 Air Medals 

HMM-163 

78 Air Medals 
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:2 purple Heart Medals 
47 Air Nedals 

4 Purple Heart 
129 Air Medals 

34 Air Medals 

H&MS-16 

2 purple Heart Hedals 
22 Air Medals 

DECLASSIFIED 

2 Navy Commend a tion Medals 
1 purple Heart Medal 
:2 Air Medals 

4.. Informational services 

• 

(a) The below listing is the participation in the Fleet Home Town 
News program: 

H&MS-16 None 
MABS-16 None 
HMM-16l 3 
HMM-163 107 
Hl-it1-l64 14 
HMtr.-263 19 
HMM-2~5 None 
VMC>- 2 4 

(b) These releases were mainly awards, new J01nees, promotions. 
Numerous stories both newsworthy and humorous wer~j submitted to eIB for 
processing o Photographs with short stories appeared in the stars & 
stripes and the Sea Tiger. ' 

5. Casualties 

a. ffi.'1I1-l64 - (C) ClYSgt. Jackson A, ARMOTE was WIA on 18 rvay. 
was evacuated to USNH, yokosuka, Japan. 
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.. : • • b • .tlM.M:-161 - (C) capt Z. V. LAMASCUS, lstLt W. G. DWINELL, Sgt 
K. G. SANDBERG» Cpl M. J. HEWITT and LCpl R. J. CALMm Jr. were WIA on 
14 Miy 19660 capt LA...l;fASCU and Cpl HEWITT were returned to duty and the 
remaining three wara evacuated to hospitals in CONUS. 

CO VMo--2 - (C) WIA: Maj J. E. GILLIS, 21 Mly; ~j F.A. MATTHEWS, 
17 Miy; capt J. \oJ. RIDER, 21 May; lstLt O. INGVOLDSTlgl.")III, 17 May; Sgt 
J. W. HODSON, 18 Miy. Major MATTHEWS1.ras avacuated--to CONUS; Captain 
RIDER returned to duty; Major GILLIS evacuated to 3rd Medical Battalion; 
lstLt INGVOLDSTAD evacuated to USS Repass; Sgt HODSON returned to duty. 

6. Civil Affairs o In MlY 1966 MA.G-16 began organizing the civi<? action 
program in Hoa Long Village which is in District #2 of the civic action 
areas of responsibilities. The organizations operating· in this area are: 
MAG-16, MC&-6, MCB-li, 5thComm En, and USNH. These units have been given 
areas of responsibilities as have each of the squadrons in MAG-16. MCB-ll 
has securtiy having right in their assigned hamlet of W' Thi. Fifth Comm 
is responible for De Man Hamlet. Son Th~, being the 'largest. hamlet was 
divided into three sections. MCs-6 was given one of the sub hamlets. The 
other two sections were given to squadrons of M;1G-16 'along with the fourth 
hamlet of Dong 93.i. ill1 units h8.ve appointed civic action of:ficers. All 
activities are coordinated through a weekly meeting of all .units. 

One of the first jobs was to organize the medical programs in the village 
at certain locations at specified times. Each sick ca'll is st~ffed by: 
two doctors, one dentist, and a large number of corpsmen. Over 800 persons 
were treated at sick ca1ls in M'lY. Madcap patrols are still:sent out to 
treat minor cases. Any diffictllt cases are treated by the naval hospital. 
One example was an eight year old girl with a cleft pa,let. ana hair lip. 
It took three major operations to help her. 

The town of Son Th~ was placed in an off limits stetus because of 
prices of mecrchandize sold and prostitutes. The village chief has submitted 
a price list of articles sold in town, which was received favorably by us. 
The major problem was that all merchants did not agree ~ the prices. An 
attempt was made to move the prostitutes out of town, but due to politioal 
influence it was made impossible. . 

The census of three of the hamlets has been completed. The census of 
Dong Hai, the last hamlet, was begun and will be finished soon. Fach hamlet 
has a chief. The village has a village chief and a staff consisting of: 
Assistant village chief, village secretary, chief of police, and popular ' 
forces advisor. Four elementary schools are operating in the village with 
an enrollment of over 250 students. Three of the schools are private hamlet 
schools with one teacher. The one public school is staffed by three govern­
ment paid teachers. 

DUe to the departure of 3-9 the people of the area began moving into the 
dump operated by NSA at Mlrble Mountain. The village chief agreed at a 
meeting to provide popular forces to keep the civilinns out of the dump. 

The Bv~dist prieots of Mlrble MtQ requested that a pond, supposedly 
destroyed by MC~8 when building their positions) be rebuilt. Tho Buddists 
were contacted' e~d said no claim would be submitted in regard to the land . 
destroyed in building the pond. Agriculture experto from USOM came out and 
picked the best site. Work was begun late in l~. Work also wnsstarted 
b'. MCB-II in ro'l?atringa d1ka:s'Upp)sediy ~es,troyad byamtracks • 
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'!!LL. • • The catholic chaplains havemado contributions to charities in the 
area in the following amounts: 

Sacred Heart orphanage 

Danang Charities 
ca tholic Refugee program 

- 600 lbs of sugar 
5,500 dong 

-.5,900 dong 
- 76,200 dong 

In cooperation with the ~otastant chaplain H~163 gave the following 
items to the listed organizatians in the HUe area. 

Kim Long Ot'phanage - 11,800 dong 
250 Ibs of clothing 

Thuy Puc Orphanage' - 12,980 dong 
85 Ibs of clothing 

The MAG-16 civic action officer attended the advisors orientation course 
in Saigon. Various projects of a smaller scale are being 'conducted through­
out the villago; e.g. building of showers and. head fa.cilities. The village 
officals are becoming more active in the program with the exception of the 
village chief, who has submitted his resignation. 

7. Morale/Welfare program 

a. Group Chaplain - (U) Church services were held at scheduled hours 
for both Catholic and Protestant personnelo plans for construction of a 
permanent chaple for all faiths of MAa-16 are being dev~loped. Services 
were provided for adjacent activities as requested. 

b. HMM-164 - (U) A s~ua.dronparty was held for all hands at the 
~rble MOuntain Air Facility Beach on 31 ~y. 

c. llM!1-163 - (U) A continuing program of religious services by the 
Squadron Chaplain was conducted throughout the month. 

d. ~-16 - (U) A Group AlIlphitheater was completed and the first 
movie shown on 18 M3.y 1966. 

e. MAG-16 - (U) A Sergeant IS Club was erected . and be cane operable 
as a branch of the MAG-16 Staff NCO Club during the month. This club 
is temporary and will be closed at such time as a permanent E-4/E-5 Club 
is built" . 

8. Ihtelligence/eounterintell1g§nce 

a. DUring the month of May, normal Intelligence and counterintelligence 
functions were conducted by Group 8-2 and Squadron S-2 sections. 

b. No items of special significance were reported in squadron 8-2 
section ohronologies. 

·13 
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7 F • c. The Group S-2 section has the following events of minor significance 
tA report: 

(1) The ¥Aa-16 xntelligence SOP vas rewritten t. conform vith 
changes in the nev lstMAW SOP. 

(2) ~265 was given the standard Intelligence area briefing by 
the Group S-2 section upon arrival in country. 

(3) Extensive liaison was conducted with the Air Force throughout 
tho month with the airm of improving intelligence support for SAR missions 
flown by the groupo . 

(4.) An Ordor of Battle briefing was given the Squadron $-2 
sections by Group S-2. 

(5) The Group Intelligence Officer published a Spacial Intelli­
gence Report on Ehenv Capabilities for Espionage/Sabotage/Terrorism aboard 
MMlI.F and at HUe Phu Bai airfield. 

T • 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
9. llir Operations,,:" t1l.y 1966 

JjMM-161 

Sorties 
Hours 
Evacs 
Cargo 
pax 

HMM-164 

Sorties 
Hours 
Evacs 
cargo 
pax 

HMM-265 

Sorties 
Hours 
Evacs 
Cargo 
pax 

§1L#! 
Sorties 
Hours 
Evacs 
Cargo 
Pax 

UH-;34D 

5841 
1538.4 

61 
533,500 ' 

7312 

CH-46A 

1484 
531.8 

6 
349,000 

46S3 

QH-#A 

635 
362.1 

0 
383,200 

.359 

QH-)7C 

880 
331.3 

0 
1)430,400 

3029 

}W.G-16 TOTAL 

Sorties ••••••••• 21,012 
Houra •••••••••••• 6,192.1 
Evacs •••••••••••• 1,298 
Cargo ••••• ~ •• J,685,100 
BaX ••••••••••••• 29,9S7 

15 

Sort1.es 
Hours 
Evacs 
Cargo 
pax 

Sorties 
Hours, 
Evacs ' 
Cargo 
FaX ' 

Sorties 
Hours 
Evacs 
Cargo 
pax 

H&MS-16 

Sorties 
Hours 
Evacs 
Cargo 
Pax 
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1lli::2£4l 

4263 
1323.8 

522 
512,000 

7257 

UH-34D 

4202 
961.5 
141 

460,000 
5670 

3692 
1124.7 

568 
o 

1570 

C-117D 

15 
18.5 
o 

17,000 
77 
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10. Air Control 

a. MATCU-68 - DUring the month of Mly the twoer. and TsQ-18 were in 
full operation 24 hours a day. GCA made a total of 284 VFR and 26 IFR 
approaches. There was a total of 91. civil and 386 military instrument 
operations, and the tower at phU Ba1 and Mirble Mountain conducted 8,515 
and 13,413 operations respectively. 

11. yommunieations. Tho communications section was reorganized b.Y relo­
cating tho Commots office into a smaller area in order to provide more 
storage space for the wire and radio seotions. . 

The justification for the retention of exoessequipment"i:h the form 
of a Request for Modification of Allowance, was fo~ed to CMC via the 
chain of command. Certain difficulty is being experienced in obtaining 
the proper AN/PR0-6 crystals for the Provisional Rifle.Company, Conso-

'quently I a frequency is being used that is not assigned, but for which 
crystals are available. " 

The new teletypes installed in April continue to give ~cellent avail­
ability. Outage time was less than 10%. Total traffic processed Qy the 

. Camm Center was 4,489 messages for the month of M,ty, 
Telephone service has improved ~th the addition of another SB-86 from 

M1-llia-l on a temperay basis. . 
The following ~ransactions took placs within the repair section: 

(1) 186 pieces of eqUipment prooessed. 

(2) 155 pieces of equipment returned to sections.· 

(3) 33 new requiSitions proceesed. 

12. Maintenance 

a. HMM-16l - Maintained an average avai1abili ty of 72.4% during Mly. 
Also during Mly the total number of squadron aircraft was restored to the 
usual 24. I . 

I, . 
b. ~164 - A total of )8 engines were changed this month, with the 

large percentage geing for sand errosion. Hepetully,' 'his ttumber will 
decrease with the incorpcratil.n of an improved inlet fil~er" Average 
daily availability was 9 air~rt. 

c. JiMM-26!2 - After coming aboard in fine fashion, HMM-265 has main­
tained a high percentage of availability with no major problems present-
ing themselves to date. . 

·d. HMM-16;3 - This squadrstotal number of ·aircraft was also increased 
to 24 by the receipt "f 5 aircraft from HMM-263... . 
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e. ~2_- The avorage number of AOepts for VMQ-2.was over BO for 
the month. 12 aircraft received battle damage o In addition, 3 engines 
and 2 n~in rotor blades were replaced due to link damage. 

f. SU ~ - Changed 4 engines during ~y. Assorted surplus parts 
were acqtured from the 339th Transportation Company, U.S. Army at Nha 
Trang 0 

g. H&}B-16 - Repaired 3 battle damaged aircraft for different sque"drons. 
A total of 81 engines v16!'eprocessea. A new tool room was established -with­
in the Sts &~elt0r, al101lling expansion of the hydraulic shop. 9 aircraft 
vere accepted into the H&}f)-16 pool, and one was transferred. .l\n average 
of 30 8 man hours per day was spent perforLung non-aeronnutical work in 
support of other base activHies Q Examples of this are; construction of 
sinks and steam tables for messhalls, welding and machine lathe work for 
MABS~ wanufacturc of gas caps for field ranges, etc. 

130 Ease D~vel?12ment/Milita!:y construction~. IvUmS-16 continued base 
development by drilling and developing a new well, installing a new pump 
and 700 feet of pipe from the new well site to the we.ter point. The water 
s~pp1y point produced B17~765 gallons of potable water and issued 32,000 
bal of raw water. Constnlction of several tin buildings, two 20 1 high 
water towers, and ice block plant and an amphitheater stage, dreSSing 
rooms and projection booth was completed. 
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