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PART 1 

Or~anizatiQnal Data 

1. Command Composition 

BILLET ~ !Wlli 

CO, MAG-16 W. L. MAO QUARRIE Colonel 
XO, MAG-16 G. C. DOSTER, Jr. LtCol 
Adjutant R. G. vJORK CHO-J 
S-1 Officer R. M. BllLCH Major 
S-2 Oi'ficer J. R. CIVELLI Major 
3-3 Officer E. R. BRADY LtCol 
3-4 Officer J. IV. CONARD LtCol 
S-4 Officer J. R. DONALDSON LtCol 
CO, H&J-1S-16 c. H. GOBAT LtCol 
CO, NABS-16 L. H. PARISH LtCol 
CO, IvfABS-16 \'Jm. CUNNINGHAM LtCol 
CO, VMO-2 S. J. FULTON LtCol 
CO, VMO-2 T. J. DUMONT LtCol 
CO, HMM-164 IV. E. SMILANIOH LtCol 
CO, HMJ'·1-1 64 R. T. TRUNDY LtCol 
CO, ID1L-167 T. F. HILLER LtCol 
CO, m·'lltI-362 J. E. SCHLARP LtCol 
CO, HMH-463 R. W. PEARD LtCol 

2. Task Organization 

H&MS-16 - Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN 
MABS-16 - Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN 
VMO-2 - Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN 
HMM-164 - Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN 
ID1L-167 - Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN 
HMt'I-362 - Marble lvtountain Air Facility, RVN 
i111H-463 - Marble 110untain Air Facility, RVN 

3. Average Monthly Strength 

• 

PERIOD 

Ser: 003A35068 
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1-JO November 1968 
1-30 November 1968 
1-JO November 1968 
1-30 November 1968 
1-30 November 1968 
1-30 November 1968 
1-4 November 1968 
5-30 November 1968 
1-30 November 1968 ' 
1-10 November 1968 
11-30 November 1968 
1-4 November 1968 
5-30 November 1968 
1-17 November 1968 
18-30 November 1968 
1 -30 November 1968 
1-30 November 1968 
1-30 November 1968 

Squadron 
USMC 

OFF ENL 
USN 

OFF !rn1 

H&MS-16 
MABS-16' 

53 470 
24 671 
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SQUADRON 

VMO-2 
HMM-164 
HML-167 
HMM-362 
HMH-463 

DECLASSIFIED 

USMC 
ill]: ~ 

43 229 
47 187 
33 142 
51 209 
49 1$2 

USN 
OFF ID11 

1 
1 
¢ 
1 
¢ 

. Ser: OO]A] 5068 
15-'Dec 1968 

4. Important Visitors to the Command 

Dat§ 

2 November 1968 

9 November 19M 

Lieutenant General H. NICKERSON 
(Director of Manpower) 

Major General C. J. QUILTER 
(Commanding General, First 
Marine Aircraft Wing) 

1-2 
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Purpose of Visit 

Presented Briefing on 
Marine Corps Personnel 
Status/Policies 

Guest of Honor for 
Marine Corps Birthday 
Ceremonies 

ENCLOSURE (1) 



DECLASSIFIED 

- e 
"""'\> 

. 'IfII/II//" "" 
5750 

lID~©(Lro$~U~~~[ID Ser: 003A35068 
15 Dec 1968 

PART II 
) 

Narr§.tive Surnrnar;z ;for NO:llember 12M 

MAG-16 continued to fly mainly in support of the First Marine Division. 
Logistic flights were provided for the ROKMC, ARVN, Army Special Forces, 
the Third Marine Division and Navy units. Administrative flights were flown 
in support of the III MAF Headquarters. Statistically MAG-16 aircraft flew 
18,508 sorties in 6735.6 hours carrying 31,222 passengers/troops and 3317.8 
tons of cargo. 

The most significant event was Operation !1EADE RIVER., the largest com­
bat helicopter airborne assault in the history of the Marine CClrps. HAG;j..16 
planned, coordinated and executed the air operations phase of'the assault. 
Aircraft and aircrews were provided by MAG-16, MAG-36 , MAG-39 amd the SLF. 
Of note, was the first employment of the CH-53A aircraft in a combat assault 
role. Paragraph 9d. of Part III of MAG-16 Cormnand Chronology e.nd Appendix 14 
to MAG-16 Command Chronology contain details of the operation. 

The following occurrences are listed by date: 

7 Nov 1968 - An engine failure on a UH-1E aircraft necessitatGd an 
autorotation into Happy Valley. The crew escaped injury and a tactical 
aircraft recovery was successfully accomplished under hostile fire. 
(Ref: HM1-167 and HMH-463 Command Chronologies) 

17 Nov 1968 - On a night medevac mission, a UH-34D aircraft. received 
heavy automatic weapons fire from three positions ,·,hile entering the landing 
zone sustaining numerous hits and fatally wounding the crew chief. The 
aircraft was on fire and crash landed. The pilots and corpsman escaped 
from the burning aircraft which was destroyed. (Ref: HMM-J62 Command 
Chronology) 

20 Nov 1968 - At 0045H, Marble Mountain Air Facility was the target 
of a mortar attack. Nine 1~iG-16 personnel suffered minor wounds, ten 
aircraft sustained minor damage, and two hangars and two huts rGceived 
minor dama€e by the 14 round mortar attack. (Ref: NAG-16 8-4 Command 
Chronology) Operation MEAD~ RIVER commenced. L-Hour was executed at 
0800H. 

22 Nov 1968 - Two UH-1E's received enemy fire at coordinates AT 983598 
seriously wounding the co-pilot of the lead aircraft. The aircraft lost 
power and was substantially damaged as a result of an emergency landing. 
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No further injuries were incurred. The second aircraft picked up the 
crew of the downed aircraft and returned to Marble Mountain Air Facility. 
(Ref: HML-167 Command Chronology) 

25 Nov 1968 - At 0115H, Marble Mountain Air Facility was under a 
rocket attack. Eight 122mm rockets fell within the MMAF perimeter. The 
rockets inflicted major damage to one OV-10A aircraft, minor damage to 
two additional OV-10A aircraft, two CH-53A and two UH-1E aircraft. 
(Ref: MAG-16 COC Watch Officer Log) 
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PARTIn 

Significant Eyents 

1. Personnel Changes 

·a. Number Joined 187 

b. Number Dropped 264 

c. Promotions 

(1 ) :Major to LtCol 1 

(2) Captain to Major 3 

(3) 1stLt to Captain 7 

(4) 2ndLt to 1stLt 1 

(5) Cpl to Sgt 1 

(6) LCpl to Cpl 9 

(7) PFC to LCpl 6 

(8) Pvt to PFC 2 

2. Awards 

a. Navy Commendation Medal 

Lieutenant Colonel R. W. PEARn 
Corporal M. D. FERRIN 

b. ~le Heart Medal 

First Lieutenant M. M. BOSWELL, Jr. 
Corporal L. E. BLACK 
Corporal S. E. LOSASSO 
Lance Corporal O. O. HORVE 
Lance Corporal F. H. PFEIFFER III 
HM-1 D. W. WHITMER 

III-1 
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HMH-463 
HMM-164 

VM0-2 
HMM-164 
HMM-164 
H&MS-16 
HMH-463 
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c. Air Medals 

HMH-463 114 
HML-167 25 
H&MS-16 2 
MABS-16 1 

3. Casualties (Hostile) 

GySgt R. L. WOOD 1 November 1968 14 Miles SW Danang, RVN 
HM-2 C. M. PEPPER 2 November 1968 Hill 55, Quang Nam Province, RVN 
Cpl D. G. OKADA 5 November 1968 11t Miles NW Danang, RVN 
Cpl E. L. DOUGLAS 7 November 1968 11 Miles N Danang, RVN 
SSgt J. P. HENDERSON ,Jr. 7 November 1968 12 Miles SW Danang, RVN 
GySgt w. H. COX 13 November 1968 1 0 Miles SE Danang, RVN 
1stLt A. C. NITCHMAN 17 November 1968 st Miles SW Danang, RVN 

* LCpl P. R. ANDERSON 17 November 1968 at Miles SW Danang, RVN 
1stLt B. F. WEAVER 20 November 1968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN 
GySgt W. R. AVERY 20 November 1 968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN 
Sgt J. J. DALTON 20 November 1968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN 
Cpl D. L. FRONMONGER 20 November 1968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN 
Cpl S. E. LOSASSO 20 November 1968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN 
Cpl G. C. YOUNG 20 November 1968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN 
Cpl H. W. WHITE 20 November 1968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN 
LCpl R. L. STOOPS 20 November 1 968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN 
PFC C. T. JORDON 20 November 1968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN 
Cpl M. D. FERRIN 21 November 1968 Hill 55, Quang Nam Province, RVN 
1stLt L. T. PIERCE, Jr. 22 November 1 968 at Miles S Danang, RVN 
Sgt J. T. KOLTER 23 November 1968 9 Miles S Danang, RVN 
SSgt B. T. KOLBE 25 November 1968 18 Miles S Danang, RVN 
Cpl R. A. RAIN 25 November 1968 18 Miles S Danang, RVN 
1 stLt R. 11. WILLIAMS 29 November 1968 9 Miles SW Danang, RVN 

4. Morale/Welfare. (Chaplains Command Chronology). During the month of 
November 1968, MAQ..16 Chaplains provided Sunday and daily religious services 
at Marble Mountain Air Facility in addition to weekly services at An Roa 
Airfield. The Group Catholic Chaplain also conducted masses at the chapels 
of the 5th Comm Bn. and MCB-128. The Chaplains ministry and allied activi­
ties are reflected in the follovung figures: 

Divine Services Sunday/Att Weekday/Att Total Services/Att 

Protestant 8 352 25 90 33 442 
Catholic 13 471 28 296 41 767 
L.D.S. !± 21 ~ 23 2 52 
TOTALS 25 854 58 407 83 1261 

* Indicates KIA @~©~!A\~~n~nli1tOSURE (1) 
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Number 
1 

• 
Attendance 

107 

a. Schedule of Weekly Religigus Services: 

Sunday Catholic Confession 
Catholic Mass 
Protestant Sunday School 
Protestant Divine Services 
Latter Day Saints Services 
Catholic Confession 
Catholic Mass 
Protestant Evening Services 

MondaY-Ifednesday & Friday-Saturday 

Thursday 

Monday thru Saturday 

Catholic Confession 
Catholic Mass 

Catholic Confession 
Ca tholi c Mas s 

5750 
Ser: 003A35068 
15 Dec 1968 

0730 
0800 
0900 
1000 
1330 
1730 
1800 
1900 

1730 
1800 

~:1200 

1230 

Protestant Devotion Services 1800 

Tuesday and Thursday 

Bible Discussion 

Thursday Latter Day Saints Services 

Saturday Protestant Choir Practice 

1800 

1930 

1830 

5. Civic Action. (MAG-16 Civic Action Command Chronology) 

a. Medical/Dental. During the month of November 1968, doctors and 
corpsmen from MAG-16 assisted at the Stella Maris Dispensary/Orphanage, 
Catholic Orphanage and the Hoa Long Village Dispensary. In their con­
tinuing effort to win the trust and confidence of the local populace, the 
medical department treated 1994 patients and gave checkups to MAG-16 
Vietnamese employees. One hundred and twenty-eight villagers were given 
dental care during the month of November. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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b. :@ucation. The Civic Action Officer presented 16 "Generall-lALT" 
Scholarships to students at the Hoa Long Primary School. Seven children 
whose parents work aboard Marble Mountain Air Facility also received funds. 

c. Projects. A Vietnamese girl trained as a nurse in the MlYrAF Dis­
pensary now assits the doctors and corpsmen of MAG-16's ~ffiDCAP Te~)in 
treating the local Vietnamese. Eleven Vietnamese farmers were taken to 
the CORDS Experimental Vegetable Farm near Camp Thien Sha, where they Here 
instructed in the grOl\ring of various vegetables on their native land. The 
farmers were so impressed that each one requested an immediate issue of 
seeds. Also during the month, repairs were completed on the Hoa Long Pri­
mary school llThich was damaged during October, 1968. Due to the classes 
being overcrowded, plans are in progress to construct a new wing for the 
school. 

d. Material and Financial Assistance. A check for $450.00 was donated 
by HMH-463 to MAG-16 Civic Action to be used in various projects. The .check 
was donated through the Captain DEETZ Hemorial Fund. Other donations in­
cluded ten pounds of clothing and one large crate of laundry soap to MAG-16 
Vietnamese employees. Various building materials consisting of 800 sand­
bags, 12 bags of cement, 10 sheets of roofing tin and one box of nails 
were donated to surrounding villages. The Combined Action Platoon (CAP) 
received ammunition, cement and medical supplies. 

6. Intelli~ence(Counterintelligence. (MAG-16 S-2 Command Ohronology) 

During the month, 156 fire incidents Here reported by pilots returning 
from combat operations, a significant decrease when compared to the 295 
fire incidents reported during October. Forty-two of the 156 fire inci­
dents reported resulted in aircraft being hit, a decrease of 28 aircraft 
struck in October. Enemy small arms, 30 caliber, and 50 caliber ground 
fire were credited with killing one USMC crewman, wounding ten USMC crew­
men, three USN crewmen and seven passengers in aircraft of fffiG-16. 

Statistical Data: 

a. Flight hours per fire incident: 43.0 up 17.7 from October 

b. Flight hours per aircraft hit: 159.6 up 53.1 from October 

c. Flight hours per aircrew spot report: 68.4 down 25.9 from October 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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Ordnance fire ~ MAG-16 aircraft resulted in twenty-three KBMA and one 
WBMA. 

7. Air Operations. (MAG-16 Squadron Command Chronology) 

Hours 
Sorties 
Pax 
Evacs 
Cargo (Tons) 

HMM-362 

Hours 
Sorties 
Pax 
Evacs 
Cargo (Tons) 

~MS-16 

Hours 
Sorties 
Pax 
Evacs 

CH-46A/D 

1323.3 
5364 

18,394 
483 

394.7 T 

UH-34D 

1174.3 
3630 
1547 
1043 
22.2 T 

0-11'ZD 

125.3 
51 

950 

UH-34.D 

46.4 
51 
7 

Cargo (Tons) 14.0 T .1 T 

HMH-463 CH-53A 1!ill 

749.1 
2535 
70$0 

00-167 

Hours 
Sorties 
Pax 
Evacs 

UH-1E 

1444.7 
4622 

3,227 
4 

Cargo (Tons) 

Hours 
Sorties 
Pax 
Evacs 

UH-1E 

922.1 
1813 
-w 

Cargo (Tons) 

OH-53A TOTAL 

25.2 196.9 
13 115 

957 

1.9T 16.0T 

NAG-16 

Hours 
Sorties 
Pax 
Evacs 

OV-10A 

925.2 
429 

Totals 

6735.6 
18,508 
31,222 . 

Hours 
Sorties 
Pax 
Evacs 
Cargo (Tons) 

11 illI-34 (4F,?A) 
13 UH-1E (4F,9A) 

5 CH"'46 (2F,3A) 
1 0-1 C (Field) 

2884.9 T 1 0-2 (Admin) Cargo (Tons) 
1530 

3317.8 T 

8. Air Control. (NABS-16 Command Chronology) 

a. During the month, the following operations at Marble Mountain Air 
Facility were conducted: 

Fixed vling Operations 
Helicopter Operations 
IFR Operations 
GCA Operations 
Special VFR Operations 

4,367 
23,413 

52 
433 
280 
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a. Operation VICTORY DRAGON V was supported throughout the month ~ 
MAG-16 alrcrews and aircraft. A total of 750.7 tons of cargo and 5143 
passengers/troops were lifted, requiring 551.5 hours and 2406 sorties. 

b. Operation HENDERSON HILL was supported ~ aircrews and aircraft 
of MAG-16 on 4 November, and 12 thru 30 November 1968. Aircraft flew 
1063 sorties, carried 988 passengers/troops and 53.4 tons of cargo, and 
logged 323.7 flight hours. 

c. MAG-16 aircraft and crews flew 96 sorties in 10.4 hours, while 
carrying 203 passengers/troops and 7.8 tons of cargo on 14 November in 
support of Operating DARING ENDEAVOR. 

d. Operation HEADE RIVER which commenced on 20 November 1968 qegan 
, the largest combat helicopter assault in the history of the Marine Corps 
employing forty-six CH-46s, fourteen UH-1Es, seven CH-53s, six UH-34s and 
three OV-10As; a total of seventy-six aircraft. In order to establish an 
effective cordon on the west and south side of the operational area shown 
in Appendix 14, 710 Marines were landed simultaneously along sectors A, 
B, 0, and D. In all 2,700 men were helo-lifted into' the objective area 
within 2 hours and 20 minutes after L-Hour despite an initial delay caused 
by fog and low stratus clouds and enemy fire encountered in B, C, and D 
sectors. ~ffiG-16 was tasked with planning and coordination of the assault 
lifts. The classic execution can be attributed to the detailed planning, 
accurate and timely airborne decisions of Lieutenant Colonel W. E. SI{[LANICH, 
the Helicopter Coordinator Airborne (HC(A)). Participating squadrons were 
H}lli-462, HMM-364, ~265, ~IT-367, HMM-161 and HMM-165 in addition to 
MAG-16 squadrons HMM-164, HMM-362 , HMH-463 , HML-167 and VMO-2. A detailed 
discussion of the operation is contained in Appendix 14. Operation MEADE 
RIVER was given full support by MAG-16 aircraft .and crews during November. 
A total of 1,906 sorties were flown in 549.6 hours carrying 2,0]0 passen­
gers/troops and 67.9 tons of cargo. 

10. Graund Def§~. (MABS-16 Command Chronology) 

MAG-16 Ground Defense personnel continute to improve defense positions 
and bunkers. Mobile Ground Defense Reserve platoons were mustered and 
trained throughout the month to maintain l1AG-16 I s Quick-Reaction defense 
capability. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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a. Base construction continued in spite of eight days of heavy rains 
and two enemy rocket/mortar attacks. T\"o of the four newly programmed 
squadron operations buildings are 90% complete and the training and crash 
crew buildings have been completed. The crosswind runway is complete 
except for taxiways. 

b. Minor New Construction (Public \<forks) and self-help efforts repaired 
a washed out road and began installation of runway strobe light~ng. Twenty­
two enlisted quarters "Tere also repaired. 

c. A self-help program was initiated to prepare for the influx of two 
additional squadrons at Marble Mountain. Barrel revetments were relocated 
on the west side of the field to accommodate the larger CH-46 aircraft, 
replacing the smaller H-J4 aircraft in that area. Revamping of the south­
east area of the airstrip was started to make provisions for additional 
aircraft parking space. Quarters, office and hangar space reassignments 
"18re initiated to accommodate the increase in base loading. 

d. Logistics work was interrupted briefly on 20 November and again 
on 25 November due to necessary repair work on facilities damaged by rocket 
rounds. Public Works repair crews repaired fourteen holes .on the aircraft 
parking aprons. Nine of these holes were located on the east ramp and 
four on the west ramp. Other crews repaired shrapnel damage to the HMN-164 
and H&MS-16 hangaes. Self-help crews repaired minor'damage to two S.E.A. 
huts. On 25 November three holes were repaired on the VHO-2 parking 
apron. 

e. Marble Mountain Air Facility Air Freight section processed 1,230 
passengers and 169.9 tons of cargo. 1,189,369 gallons of aviation fUel 
were dispenced by HAG-16 TAFDS personnel. 
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irtommand Chronology of H&NS-16 - Appendix 1 
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MAG-16 S&C Log NO. 

01064-68 
CO, MABS-16 ltr 
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Vfommand Chronology of VMO-2 - Appendix 3 01756-68 
~ommand Chronology of HMM-164 - Appendix 4 001055-68 

l ommand Chronology of IDiJL-167 - Appendix 5 01053-68 
Command Chronology of HMM-362 - Appendix 6 001044-68 

-lyommand Chronology of H}1H-463 - Appendix 7 01065-68 
\bommand Chronology of MAG-16 S-1-Appendix 8,\ .~' S-1 0 ltr 1 :RJM:wos F ~€t>_ over 5213 d td 
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vtommand Chronology of MAG-16 S-2-Appendix 9 i 01051-68 
JCommand Chronology of MAG-16 S-4-Appendix 10 ' S-4 0 ltr 4:JRG:mvn 

',,- vJ \ over 4000 d td 
, ' 11 Dec 1968 

VCommand Chronology of IvIAG-16 Chaplain-Appendix 11 '~ Grp Chaplain 1 tr 
J , 19:kjd over 5750 

) I ~",<-6 dtd 2 Dec 1968 
VOommand Chronology of MAG-16 Comm 0 - Appendix 12 COITlm 0 ltr 10:J~ID:ebf 
J /0 dtd 3 Dec 1968 

Command Chronology of HAG-16 Civic Action-Appendi x 13 CAO ltr BBN: cdw d tel 
J : 4 Dec 1968 

Operation Meade River: debrief of - Appendix 14 c)wY'''v LtCol vI.E. SHILANICH 
ltr 3 :!tIES:aba dtd 
23 Nov 1968 
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Part 1 Organization Data 

MAG-16, Harble Nountai:o. Air }i'acility, Republic of Vietn8~:11 

Period Covered 1-30 November 1968 

TASK ORGP.NIZATION 

H&lYJS-16 1~,3.rble r'~ountcl.ir:. Air ):"8cility, RVW 
MA.BS~16 }12.,~b1e X":ount:.\in ,::::' .. 7 l"aci1ity, RVl:r 
VEO",? 'i::"~'b18 YiolmtaL:. ~;:; .. ~:·,-,.cility; RVE 
m1J.J.~16? :(iB1"ble Hountai.::l i:'r Ji'acility, RV~'T 
mJl![-362 /'c..:r'::lle r:0.mt.air;. ;'~.r Facility, WI"I 
HI-fij., "i(;i.,. ::"'.:J:,bJ.c 11c:':1.t,',·.i.'.' .. :':.:;,~.' f8.cility, H\')'.:. 
Hl:D:r·· .. ~.~(.:: ~ :s:cble i'~lC.t.l~;tt,j .. Xl,:.~.:Lj" Facility, }l\~'.: 

BILE,'" 
CO;-·':7.r(~ . ~], (-, 
XO:: I~~~;.O .,,,(1 
Ad:3si·::;.'.'\. 
S-"\ 
S<-~; 

S'~.3 
S-h 

co y ";':', C···.2 
COt' rr·;-t;··~;.67 
CO" 1-1:::.; (:;.,.·16l.!. 

COs ffiIH-362 
CO, m'iH-463 

SQUADRG1 
H&NS-16 
Y..ABS-16 
Vl10-2 
HNli-362 
lU:!H-l64 
lfi'IL-161 
ID1H-463 

rl.::O , '(iT. L. 
;:-/)~ '.C'i;. ~~. ~ n ~ c., Jr. 
VJC, ~7IC J .J. 
BAL c.{;" JI :.,.-, J~r. 
CTiiJ:i;, t::. ,.,J. R. 
BR,,\[';;:$ T,:. It. 
CQJJ<?D.> t'f 0 1!J. 
D(HA1):S2!;i t J. H. •. 
GOBi'. T t. i:" ~rJ 0 

P A:'US i-::,~ :~~. 1jJ. 
CUID~\~'It,~ ({['l~li:j:, W. 
FrJr :"(ii'" S J -.j ...• ~, • -',/)U'WI4A/T· 7"3 
£'IILLEH, T. J'.. . 
S):m':'AN ICH, ·W. E, 
TlnmDX, H •. T. 
SCHLilRP, J. E. 
PEA?..D, R, W, 

U3r1C 
OFF E,NL 
~ 410 

2h 67.1 
43 291 
51 209 
41 191 
33 139 
49 201 

LtC"J. 
010-3 
1"j;1 ; •.•.• ,,:J 

~,'::oj 

1';)801 
Lt.Col 
LtCol 
LtCol 
LtCol 
1tCol 
LtCo.! "''TCO'­
ttCol 
LtCol 
·Mat l,COL 
LtCol 
LtCo1 

US}! . 
OFF EKL 
--0 '0 

3· 26 
10 
1 0 
1 0 
o 0 
o 0 
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5-30liiov68 
1-30Nov68 
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~ 
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1-17Nov68 
18-30Nov68 
1-30Nov68 
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A. NUmber of ,Joinings,' lC1lt 

B. Number of Drops: ~::(;h 

c. Promotions: 

NB.j to LtCol: 1 
Capt to Haj~ 
IstLt to Capt: 
2ndLJ~, to lstLt: j. 

r· 
I 

Cpl to Sgt: 
LCpl to Cp1: 
PFO to LCpI: 
Pvt to PFC: 

CASUAL'fIE3 

1'1.4J13 

1 
9 
6 
2 

1i!OOD, 1'£. ,) J .. '~, 
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POS IT IOU 
Crew Chief" 

HOSTn.E: 1 November 1966<. l~ I''Ii1es' southwest of Danang, Q\rsr:g Nam Province, 
RVN. F'.l.ying as crEl-W' chief on UH-1E on resupply mission l"hen a~h"cral'1'~afi" .... 
hH by schrapnol wounding crew chief in lower ;::heek :;'4 inch frorr.lip. -

Hl12 B818998/2J.OI,~ MABS-J 6 Gorp~1man 

HOST:i1E: ~ November 1960~, Hill 55;.'Quang ~JaIT! ProVincG, R7N. 'While on emergency 
meqevac miss: ,in :.'9ceived nissile ':..round on right hand. 

Cp1 22l~5071.6320 Crew Chief 

HOSTJ;LE:, 5 Nr;;vembe:..' 1.963. ltl,? !niles north~e9t of Danang, Quang Nam ProVince, 
RVN., -Flying en CH-l:6 onmedeiV~c mission; A.i.reran took small arms automatic 
l.{eapons fire resuJ. t1ng, in crew chief being _ wounded by schrapnel in chest ~ 

r Cpl ... ,:, _, ... DOUGLAS, E. L. 21633.06/6 ::>26 HMM-16L Crew'Chief 

HOSTn£;.'" 7d(;~iember 1960. l,l'Ir1iles nortb of Danang, Cuang Nam PrOvince, RVN. 
Flying, un, CH·-~6 -on, _emerg~pcy medevacniission. Aircraft received small arms 
fire. ', .. rh:iJ.e 10aving landing,: zone resulting in crew chief' reeei ving schrapnel, 
woUnd, 'on, right, cheek. " ", - ' .', , - . • 

SSgt HENDERSON, J. P., Jr. 1558137/6332 . HML-167 Gunner 
" 

HOSTILE: 7' ~c1>~mber 1968. l)miies southwest of Dana~g, Quang Nam.Province, 
RVN! Flying, on ~-lE 1>1h11e retr1e:ving another UH-1E which had been downed. 
Race; ved smal.l arms fire resulting in gunnel:' being' liropnded by schr~pnelfrom 
shattered 'cockPit", . , , 

I,' 

2 

.,. , .. : .... 
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• 
GySgt COX, T.,!. H. 13~ 2470/6511 

1 :RJM:wos 
5213 

Vl:10-2 Gunner 

HOSTILE: 13 November 1963, 10 miles southeast of Danang, Quang Nam Province, 
RVN. lr-Jhile nying on UH-\E on gun run, H-60 blew up resulting in schrapnel 
wounds upper neck and 10"'T~:,',:, face. 

lstLt UITCh'"JItAN, ,~ 

v. 09405L/7561 ID1r4-362 Pilot 

HOSTILE: 17 ~\1c""embe:~ 19(;LL 8J.~ Miles southwest 'of J>mang, Quang Nam Province, 
RW. F.1y:i.ng rTH-3b on eme:o:'gency night medevac when aircraft received he'avy auto­
matic \1'Onp,)112 fire from t.h.::'ee pod tions. Aircraft flamed and was forced down 
1000 meJjE.!!'S ~;:'Tay. Pilot rec~d ved slight bum on len. kn(:')8. 

LCp1 ,"l-IDERSON, 1-, R., 233it1:\it/6332/6311,HMM-362 Crew Chief 

HOSTILE: 17 Nc-"rember 1968" 8\~ mUes southlriGst of D"'nang, Quang Nam Province, 
RVN. Flj"!ng UH-3L em emergency night medevae "rhen Clirer-aft received heavy auto­

'matic ~'Teapons fire from three positions. Aircraft flamed and ",ras forced down 
1000 motel's m ..... ay ,LCpJ. A'NDERSON had, boen hH and body could not be removed trom 
aircraft due to ~~ntense :lre. Causs 01 Je8th t.hird degre8 01l:r.nS entire body. 

1stLt' 
GySgt 
Sgt 
Cp,L " 
C ., pL 
Cp:_ 
Cpl 
LCp1 
PFe 

1rlEAiJER, Bn '!f. 
AVE.RY, IrJ. R. 
DALTON, J. J. 
FRONHONGER, D. L. 
LOSASSO, s: E. 
YOUNG, (), C. 
~'JHITE, H. 1",T 0 

STOOPS, R. L. 
JORDAN ~ C,~ T. 

098173/6302 
l39~,22/6320/6tJ2 
l556L72/62l2/03~1 
2210001/0351 ' 
2250270/6331 
216-'3030/6320 
22],.071it/6320 
22~803716320 
2LL77L9/3531 

m1j.1-IS~ 
mlN-16i.1 
ID1!! -lbw 
Hl'Jfi·1-161.j 
HNH-16:} 
HMlR.-J..6L 
:tOC,l·-J.6L 
m'r[oo16L 
HilBS-16 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

, N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

HOSTJLE: 20 November J.9C:~. Harb1s rlountain }\ir Facility, QuC.:tlg Nam Province, 
RVN. ',lorking on night line ,.vh8~ enemy J'tlortar att.ecic started. <1.1 recEJivod 
scm-ap71o:rl WO"I..L:icl.;;",' 

Opl FERRIN, H.D. 2191077 /6~20 H1I~1-16): 

HOSTILE: 21 Nrwembor 1968. Hill 55, Cluang F,:r.1 Provinco, RVN. 1~Jhile fiying"on 
CH-L6 -0;'1 resupply mis8io'1) fell out of cargo fiold Nhilc approaching landing zone. 

lst,Lt r'IEECE, L. 'T 0, J t·. 094333/7563 :, t 'rTi'1J-I -167 Co -pilot 

HOSTIl};: 22 ~Jovemhe:r 1968. 31;. miles south of Danang, Quang Nam Province, RVN. 
J:I'lying UI-l-lEr. on gtm run ,,,hen aircraft was hit by enemy small arms fire resulting 
in co-piJ.ot being wounded by bullets'penetrating left, leg upper and lower. 

Sgt KOLTER, J. T. 2199772/62L 2 m.m-362 Gunner 

HOSTILE: 23 November 196R. 9 miles south southwest of Dnnnng, Quang Nam 
Province, RVN. ('hile flying on UH-34 on medevac miss';'on, received schr?pnel 
from explosive device While in the landing zone resulting in wound in left ' 
upper arm. 

3 
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SSgt KOLBE, B. T. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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1921879/3071, lM4-16L Gunner 

HOSTlLF,: 25 November 1968. 18 miles south of ,Danarig, ~ng N~m Province, RVN. 
Flying On CH:..L6, on troop :Lift. Took intense small arms ,i'fre res..uiting. in' " 
sC~~pD:Gi wound rignt si6>, of fa 01') ~ 

Cp1 HD .. N, R. A" 220355.5/6320 HW-l-16L Crew Chief, ' 

HOSTILE: 25 ;-bvem1?e~ 1962.. 18 miles south of Daneug, Quant ilam Province, RVN. 
~yi.n'g ~n CH-h6 on -i:,~oop :i,:Lct. Took intense small nrmsfire resulting in, 

, sbhrapn8j~ 1r,YOtlnd ~laf-:; shou::,d8r. 

IstLt H1LLIANS, E. )).1.··· 01OO778/756L 00I-L63 Co-pilot 

HOSTD:.E:' 29 November '196::;0 9 miles so~thwest of DRnang, Quang Nam Province, 
RVN." . Flying on UH-iE on jl1cc1ov .. ~c mission whon aircrnft received intense small 
ann's' ri!'G. resul tiri~~' in schr.:-;pne:; :vounds, upper and J.ower extreJ'l'):i. ties left side • 

. ,' . ;:.,' ': 

f)frJ~d C ~~ ::;"" RllLCH :~ 
By dL,-ection. 

. . 

. . ~~ .J. 

L 
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INTELLIGENCE SECTION 

IVIarine Aircraft Group 16 
~st Marine Aircraft Hing, FMFPac 

FPO San Francisco, 96602 

From: 
To: 

S-2 Officer 
S-3 Officer 

Subj: Intelligence Input for Command Chronology (U) 

Ref: (a) Group Order 5750.1C, paragraph 6c 

CONfIDENTIAl 
2:JRC:dpn 
05750 
02A34068 
5Dec68 

1. In compliance with reference (a)t the intelligence input for j 
the MAG-~6 Command Chronology for November 1968 is submitted herein. ~ 

2. Ground Activity. During the month of November the enemy conducted~ 
the follovdng attacks against Marble Mountain Air Faci~i ty. ,~ 

20 November - 17 Rounds of 82mm Mortars 
25 November - 7 Rounds of 122mm Rockets 

3. Antiaircraft Fire Incidents. 

a. 156 fire incidents were reported during the period, down 
139 from the previous month; 42 of which resulted in aircraft hits, 
down 28 from the previous month. 

b. Enemy AA fire caused 1 USMC KIA 
10 USMC \HA 
3 USN UIA 
7 PASSENGERS \'IIA 

4. Intelligence Information. 

a. 98 aircrew spot reports of intellXgence value were received 
from aircrews and other sources; this is an increase of 19 from the 
previous month. 

b. No reports of intelligence value were received from indig­
enous sources. 

CONFIDENTIAl 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Subj: Intelligenoe Input :for Command Chronology (U) 

5. Statistioal Data. 

CONflOfNn ~, 
2:JRC:dpn 
05750 
02A34068 

a. Flight Hours per Fire Inoident: 43.0; up 17.7 :from the 
previous month. 

b. Flight Hours per aircra£t hit: 159.6; up 53.l from the 
previous month. 

c. Flight Hours per aircrew Spot Report: 68.4; down 25.9 
from the previous month. 

6. Casu ties and Dama e Inflicted. MAG-~6 inflicted 23 KBMA 
and Con:f , 12 structures destroyed, 10 structures damaged, 
2 secondary explosions, l secondary :fire, 1 AA site damaged, 2 £oot 
bridges destroyed and 3 boats destroyed. 

opL~ 
7;. &R: CIVELLI 

lONFIDENTlAI 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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HEADQUARTERS 
Marine Aircraft Group 16 

• 
1st Marine Aircraft tIling, FMFPac 

FPO, San Francisco 96602 

From: Group 5-4 Officer 
To: Group B-3 Officer 

Subj: Command Chronology; submission of 

Ref: (a) GruO 5750.lA 

4:JRG:mvn 
4000 

lEe 111S6e 

1. In accordance with reference (a), significant events 
within the Logistics field for the period 1 through 30 
November 1968 are as follows: 

a. All base construction continued in spite of eight (8) 
days of heavy rains and mandatory repair interuptions induced 
by two(2) enemy mortar/rocket attacks. End of ' the month MILCON 
status (civilian contractors) showed two of the four squadron 
operations buildings 90% complete and both the training and 
fire/crash crew buildings 100% complete awaiting Public Works 
acceptance inspections. It further revealed the crosswind 
runway complete except for painting and taxiways. The taxiways 
are under seperate contract due to resiting. 

b. Minor New Construction (Public Works) and self-help 
(~1AG-16) end of the month status showed the joint Marine/Army 
ammunition storage area 70% complete and the relocation of 
water towers for improved efficiency 60% complete. The washed 
out road to the enlisted club has been repaired and a new 
culvert and sidewalk has been installed leading to the enlisted 
showers. A combined self-help/Seabee project to install runway 
strobe lights was started and the use of Public Works indigenous 
personnel resulted in twenty-two (22) enlisted quarters receiv­
ing minor but much needed repairs. 

c. A crash self-help program was initiated to prepare for 
the influx of new squadrons anticipated in December. Barrel 
revetments were relocated to provide additional and larger 
aircraft parking spaces, bunkers were resited and revamping 
of the southeast end of the airstrip was started for further 
aircraft parking space. All billeting, office and hangar areas 
were reviewed and consolidated to accomodate this inflow. 

d. Logistics work was interupted briefly on 20 November 
and again on 25 November due to mandatory repair work resulting 

A PFEN'OIX \0 
DECLASSIFIED 
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from enemy mortar/rocket attacks. Public Works repair crews 
were called in on the 20th to repair fourteen (14) holes in 
the aircraft parking aprons. Nine (9) of these holes were on 
the east ramp and four (4) on the west ramp. Other crews re­
paired shrapnel damage to the HMM-164 and H&MS-16 hangars. 
Self-help crews repaired minor damage to two (2) S.E.A. huts 
in this area. On 25 November, three (3) holes were repaired 
in the VNO-2 parking apron. 

e •. On the 23rd of November, all 1~G-16 M-14 rifles were 
exchanged for M16Al rifles and a new 5.56 ammunition procure­
ment procedure was established with the FLC ammo supply point. 

f. During the month of November the Marble Mountain Air 
Facility Air Freight section processed 1230 passengers and 
12,483 cubic feet of cargo weighing 331,771 pounds. During the 
same period the Tactical Air Fuel Dispensing System personnel 
dispensed 113,140 gallons of 115/145 AVGAS and 1,076,229 gallons 
of JP-4 fuel. JVlarble Mountain Air Facility utilized 109,013 
gallons of this AVGAS and An Hoa airstrip utilized the remaining 
4127 gallons. The Jp-4 utilization was divided between Marble 
Mountain Air Facility - 808,386 gallons, An Hoa - 180,040 
gallons and Hill 55 - 87,803 gallons. 

g. The motor transport section traveled 85,291 miles 
transporting 31,355 passengers, 986 short tons of cargo, 363,300 
gallons of water, 21,154 gallons of ~10GAS, 20,341 gallons of 
diesel, 770 gallons of AV fuel, 3,786 gallons of 115/145 AVGAS 
and 116,152 gallons of JP-4 fuel. 

J. R. DONALDSON 

DECLASSIFIED 
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OFFICE OF THE CHAPIAm 
Marine Aircraft Group 16 

• 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, Fl-lFPac 

FPO San Francisco, 96602 
19:kjd 
5750 
2 Dec. 1968 

From: Group Chaplain 
To: Commanding Officer (Attn: S-) 

Subj: Monthly Chronology Report fOD the month of November 1968; submission of 

Ref: (a) Wing Order 5150.16 
(b) Group Order 5750.1C 

1. In accordance with reference (a) and (b), the following report of the 
Group Chaplain 1s activities for the month of November is hereby submitted. 

2. Religious Activities 
A. Protestant 

Sunday services - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - 8 
Attendance - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3S~ 
Offerings - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $)10.40 

Evening Devotions - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -25 
Attendance- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -90 

Bible Class - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 
Attendance- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -11 

Choir Fraotice- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ .. _""- - - - - - - 4 
Attendance- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -1$ 

Communion services- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 
Cammunicants- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -76 

Attended Protestant Monthly Rally - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 

B. Catholic 
Sunday Masses - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~l3 

Attendance- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _71 
Offerings - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $284.15 

Weekly Masses - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -28 
Attendance- - - - - - - - - - - - - -"- - - - - - - - - - - 296 

C. Latter-Day Saints 
Sunday services - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 

Attendance- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 31 
Weekly services - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3 

Attendance- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 21 
--
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• 
3. Command Activities 

. Check in - - - - - ... - - - -
Check out- - - - - - - - - -
letters to NOK - - - - - - -

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
$7$0 
2 Dec. 1968 

- - - - - - - 201 
- - - - - - - 245 

- - - - laO 
Counseling cases - ... - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .143 
Red Cross Messages - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 49 
Memorial Services ( Requiem ~~ss ) ... - - - - ... - - - - - - - 1 

Attendance - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 107 

4. Civic Action 

a~o 1bs. of surveyed P.X. goods to St. John's Seminar,y 

5. Chaplain's Activities 

Attended Day of Recollection at St. John's Seminar,y on 

Convened the Group Narcotics Board for inventory on 2 N.ovi:imber ... :_'. 

Attended Group Relations Board meeting 6 & 13 November. 

Conducted combined Catholic & Protestant Thanksgiving service on 
28 Nov, AttnJ SO. 

Showed film:" The Bobby Richardson Story", on 26 November, Attn: 51 

Conducted Masses at 5th Communications Battalion 3, 10, 17, 24,November. 

Gave I'iora1 Guidance Lectures for Hmm-362:on the 14 of November,Attn; 30. 
on the 15 of November,Attn: 41. 

l::!:~. ~ 
JreE~ N. SESTITO 
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COMl.roN lO ATIONS 

Marine Aircraft Group 16 
1 st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac 

FPO~ San Francisco 96602 

From: Communications Officer 
To: S-3 Officer 

• 

Subj: Comments for the Command Chronology, November 1968 

10:JMD:ebf 
3 Dec 1968 

1. Attached are the comments from Communica.tions for inclusion in the 
Command Chronology~, 

ptIiM 
J. M. rom 
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•• 
COMMUNICATIONS: Personnel gains kept pace with personnel losses during 
this period. A shortage continues to exist in Communication Center 
(MOS 2542) and Wire (MOS 2511) personnel; however, by cross-training 
personnel from the Radio Section the Communication Center and Wire Section 
continue to operate effiCiently. 

A total of 6,306 messages were processed by the MAG-t6 Communication 
CenteiI.', a decrease of 2,042' from the previous month. 41 hours of circuit 
outage time was experienced during the mouth due to faulty equipment. 

The following transactions were effected by the Repair Section: 

1. 164 items of equipment processed. 
2. 1.51 items of equipment returned to sections. 
3. 8 pieces of equipment evacuated to higher echelon of maintenance. 
4. 6 pieces of equipment returned from higher eohelon of maintenance.' 
5. 36 requisitions. processed by supply. 

The wire section continues to repair, replace and maintain the' 
extensive wire system supporting MAG-16. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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n.t.AD~ DART l..iRS 
Narine Aircraft Group 16 

• 
1 st l':arine Aircraft l:ing, Fi.viFPAC 

FlO, San Francisco, 96602 

From: Civic kction Officer 
To: Commanding Officer 

BBN: Cdvi 
4 Dec 1968 

Subj: Command Chronology for the month of November, 1968 

Ref: (a) Group Order 5750.1C 

1. In accordance. with reference (~), the following statistics 
represent civic action accomplishments by liAG-16 during the 
period 010001H NovemBer to 302400H November 1968. 

t. Medical/Dental Treatment 

(1) The doctors and corpsmen of MAG-16 assisted the 
following dispensaries and orphanages during this 
reporting period: 

(~) Catholic Orphanage 
(b) Hoa Long Dis~ensary 

(2) Modical treatment was rendered to 1994 persons 
during November. 

(3) Twenty-eight (28) villagers were given dental aid. 

(4) There has been a d~finite increase in patients at 
the bi-weekly M~DCAP. ~ore refugees from the sur­
rounding ~efugee camps are showing an interest and 
coming for treatment. They seem to have more trust 
in the doctors and corpsmen and the civic action 
personnel. A girl from Nui-Kim-Son w~o has been 
trained at the MAG-16 aispensary is now assisting as 
a nurse at the KCDCh.fs. 

B .. :Education 

(1) Sixte~n (16) students were presented with $500 VN 
each through the General ~alt Scholarship fund for 
the month of November. ~ach of these children are 

~\ 
I 

,~ 

excellent students but lack the funds to sufficiently ~ 
complete their education. ~ 
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C. Projects 

(1) On November 29, 1968, J:~L.G-16 Civil A.ffairs took 
eleven farmers from Nui-Kim-Son hamlet to the 
GORDS experiment~l vegetable farm near Tien Sha. 
The variety and the ability of the vegetables to 
grow in Vietnam so impressed the Nui-Kim~Son farmers 
that they requested immediate issue of seeds. i'!A.G-16 
civic action will contact the CORD5 representative 
and it is understood that he will instruct the 
farmers on the proper cultivation of the vegetables 
on their land. 

(2) Repairs have been completed on the wing of the 
Hoa Long Primary SchooL building which was damaged 
in October. Still conditions remain crowded and 
classes are being held in the neighoorine dispensary. 
Action is being taken in the making of plans for 
still anot,ler wing for t,".e schoo1 .. 

D .. Distribution of Commodities 

(1) HhH-463 gave Civic Action a check for $450.00 
to be used for civic action projects. The check 
was donated by the citizens ot Northfield, Kinnesota 
through the Captain Deetz Memorial Fund. 

(2) One large crate of laundry soap and about ten 
})ounds of clothing were distributed among Vietnamese 
employees of MAG-16. 

(3) Various building materials were transported to the 
villages. The3e included 800 sandbac..;s, 12. bags of 
cement, 10 sheets of roofing tinl and 1 box of nails. 
Also, materials were given to the local Combined 
Action Platoon to assist them in tHeir protection of. 
the village. These included ammunition, cement, and 
medical suppliea. 

I:. Summary 

(1) During the first part of the reporting period 
efforts were hampered due to the lack of trans­
portation. GySgt. G. F. Raymond relieved GySgt. 
L. A. Robison as NCOlC. of MAG-16 Civil Affairs. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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(2) One serious incident occurred during November 
in Nui-Kim-Son which involved two boys from the 
area. Two U. S. Army trucks were destroyed by 
satchel charges on 28 November 1968. The second 
truck was destroyed while evacuating personnel from 
the first truck. The two boys, ages 13 and 15 were 
detained and taken to Hoa Vang District Headquarters. 
where interrogators confirmed them as Viet Congo 

(3) Large donations vlere re eei ved from the United 
states of clothing, toys, and medical supplies. 
They will be distributed in t4e village in the 
near future, 

COllY to: 
1\~ii.G-16 5-3 (6) 
1 s t IJiA.T!I (1) 
File (1) 
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HEADQUARTERS 
Marine Aircraf't Group 16 

• 
1 st Marine Aircraft tUna t FHFPac 

FPO, San francisco. 96602 

hom: Lieutenant Oolonsl lJilla1m E. sr,iILANIOH 061039.. (1SNG 
To: Commanding Ofticer. Marine Air Group 16 

Subj: Operation Reade River; operational debrief of 

I. fWNING PHASE 

3.WES=a.ba 

23 Nov 1968 

Cb 14 November 1968 a briefing ws held at the 1st Marine Division at 
1300 as the in! t1al planning for a cordon operation in the IIDodge City" area 
within the 1et Harine Division AO. 'lthe basic concept of the operation in­
cluded the uae ot 9 Marine Battalions, (4 of whioh were helo lifted) and :3 
AltiTN' Battalions to completely seal ort an 'area bounded by the river along 
the 61 grid line to the North, Route 1 Delta tn the l1sflt, Haute 1 to the 
East a...'ld Houte 4 to the South. 

At 1600 on 16 November the in! tial planni..'lg conference was held to plan 
the specific details of the operation at LZ 410, the 1st Marines OP. GO, 
1 at Marines was designa.ted as overall 'Iroop COIl'lll1ancier. Avia.tion attendees 
at this eonrerenc,~ included the IlACA (MAo...16); HAG-16 S-.3, TACA, tTfT_1:8 Ou.n 
~;hip Comdr; HAG-.36 S-3; HMI>i-265 XO; HAG-39, MajwELLS; Ass't Div Air Officer's 
r.lil.Jl1LEY, MAJ RANTA; III lllA:li' Helicopter !duson G£NeeI', NAJ Z'YKETWI'l'Z; utE' 
"Bravo It Co; 1 at Marines 14; :t1M Nh~,VTON, 1 stMAy. 

In order to provide a cordon in a min1mwn time frame, Division requested 
the assignment of the following: 

7 CH-53's 

l or 60 OH_46t s 
40 OR-46's 

12 UH-1E (G) 

2 0i1 ... 1E (S) 

2 UH-.34 

2 OV-10A 

8 A4's (Road prep) 

16 .M's (Olose itlr bupport) 

ftPPEN DIX J ~ 
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In view of terrain considerations and Intelligence on suspected enemy 

posi tions and vulnerabill ty of eli-53 helicopters it vas requested that the 
OU-53 be utillzed a1on~ Route 1 J.>elta. This was denied by di'V18i.('U which 
insisted that 2/7 the SLF Battalion be nssiened that area o£ responsibility. 
It was further suggested that 2/7 be broueht ashore and atap,ad at eithar 
lR1l 55 or LZ 410 on 0..1. In view of Naval objections thAt the SLF Battalion 
be helo llfted as an amphibious assault by the SLF CH ... 46 squadron this ws 
denied. 

l"he HACll. and MAG..16 Sw3 flew a. road recon of the area on 16 November a.n4 
ascertained. although there was etn increase in risk, the CH.53 could be utili.­
along the first 2000 meters o.r Houts 4 extending .Eastward. This ws brought to 
the 1st MA~J 0-3 for deoision and approval was received on 17 November .. 

Operations plans were formulated \dtb tho fol1o~dng considerations. 

a. The ares. would receive a road prep a.t r-Uour minus 10 minutes with 
I-Hour tentati wly scheduled .at 0800, utilizing 8 .Mfs with forrJJard firing 
ordnance to detonate any mines that may have been placed along Route 4. The 
division insisted upon no zone prep as such, sinoe Route 4 was aome 9200 
meters in length. Zone prep WAS considered extremely delicate in the l:astorn 
"C tt area in viev of the HOK Marine Corps pcs1 tion at "Ham Salad CharUe". 
Prep ceased 200 meters east and weRt of the posi t1on. 

The HAC! presentated to the 1st l5arines 10 pre-planned artillery fire mi ... 
sions on areas posing the crreatest threat to the helicopter assault. Those 
were to be tired at I-Hour ... 3 hours and cease at I-flour minus 2 hours. 

Assignmenta o~ Helo Assets ware as follows: 

Flight "A" 12 on.46's HN~2-165 lift SLF 2/7 along Route 1 1>. 

Flight tlB" 7 OiJ_S3 f s rn-1N-463, -462 lift 3/26 along area Era-vo. 

F.l.ight "Oft 14 OR-/,.6 , s fiMV-'-26S, ,64 lift 3/5 along area Charlie. 

F.t1ght flD" 14 CH-46's HMl-1-164 lift 2/5 alone area Delta. 

OII .... 1E (G) 'W'OUld be attached by ares. to provide helo escort and suppresa1ve 
tire. MAG.36 guns were ass1r'l1ad areas Alpha and Bravo. MAG-16 guns were as­
signed areas Charlie and Ilel.ta in view of area tamillar:lty. 

TAOA (2 aircraft) 'Would control road prep and on call CAS wi tltLn the 
Objeotive area. 

Artillery check tire from I,.o.Hour m1nue 2 hours until tel'1tJ1ns.tion of the 
helo assault. 

Final planning with the 1 at ~-1a.r1nes was held on 18 November at 1500 with 
represenatives trom Div Air. III M.lU?, VliDth Hll.(1-16, 36 and 39 attending. 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
No objection on Annex K of Op Order .318-68 were raised at this t:.mG • 

A briefing was held in MAo.16 COO Bunker on 19 November at 1500 with 
all flight leaders of SLF, MAQ.39 and }fAG..,.12. Also attending were 
Wing and Oiv A:lr personnel. Overlqa of approaches and retirement. lanes 
were provided each fUght leader along with photo'. or the objoctive and 
landing arMS. A briefing sheet. vas g1 'USn each night leader in order that 
eontinuti ty of brief be maintained at. each MAG. 

MAG-39 wuld support. the belo aeaault with 6 CH-46t s to act as spares 
and provide SAR oapab1~ty. (2 in orbit over HUl YI and 4 at An Boa) . 

Stag:l.ng of Helo's was as follows. 

HAG.16 

SLF ItB" 

II. ASSAULT PHASE 

6 CH-46 remain Mt-l'AF D.1 proeeed An Hoa 0630 on J).J)l\V. 

14 C}{...46t e depart Phu P.a.i arrive An Hoa refueled a.t 
0700 on :o.~. 4 ClI-53 depart Phu Bd. arrive Dai J.a 
Pass at rnoo refueled. 6 tnt..11 (G) arrive An Hoo a.t 
0700 D-De;y ref.'uelad. 

14 OR-46*s depart MHAF at 0630 on J)..J)q tor An Hoa.. 
4 OIl-53's depart MMAF arrive Da1 I.e. Pass at 0700 on 
D-Day. 6 fJH-1E (0) depart MMAF arrive in objaotiw 
area at I-Hour minus 15 minutes. 

Depart U3S Tripoli with 12 CH-46 arrl ". orbit. point 
Alpha at L-Hour minus 05 rdnutes on D-~. 

Aircraft launched from bases as directed in the planning ~Utse and all 
were at pick up sones at aaslgned. times. TM HACA launohed from l-lMAF at 
0700 proceeded to LZ 410 and piCked up Panama Hat 6 in the C & C aircraft. 
A problem had arisen the awning before vhere1n 2/; had requested that they 
be dropped 500 meters from Ham Salad "Charlie" pos! tion to the East. Deci­
sion by Panama Hat 6 was requested and 2/S was directed to conduot his opera­
tion as pre-briefed. 

llACA arriWd. OWl" the object! ~ 8.l"ea at 0725H on D.Da\Y 20 Nov_bar. A 
sweep of the AO s~d that one of the trucks in the Motor lift had detonated 
a mine on Route 1. H&wever, troops were disembarked and prooeedine to their 
assigned posi tiona. 

3 
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South ot Route 4 a toe lMDk had tol'lleci during the early mornillg hoUl's 

along the Hoi An river and ...... d to be drifting North and could poeB1bq 
obscure the landina areu alona Route 4. Fixed lJing airora:lt. were on sta­
tion III d the decillion .U _de to commence the .frep of Route 4. (Iote. 
Rout. 1 D VB not prep'd by drection of Division 1nasmuch ae it 18 • -.s. 
LOO fr_ m.ll 55 South) Preparation oommenced At L-Hour minua 13"'We. 
!rotal. p-.p.a'at on or the area was conducted \4 th the exception of the are. 
stipulated around Ham SAlad "Charlie f ett position. Prep oonsi8ted ot .!-4 
alrcraft utiliSing 2.7$ rockets. 

fhe fog bank continued to 1IlOVe in a North Bast direction 81 d obscured 
portione of area IfCharl1" .. wDelta" area :received the last ot the prep • 

.AssaUlt aircraft arrived at their orbit points at L-Hour lIlinua 0) 
mnutes. However, a.t this tloo" the fJastorn portion of -Bravo· area and 
"Charlie" area became obscured under the fog. ~e TACA was djrect.d to 
descend and check the base of tl:e fog, which was established as topa 400' 
bsse zero. . 

CO of troops l-ltmted aU a1rcl'aft to land at L .. ;qour and the llACA would 
not concur, but Buggested-that. elements of "Alphaft a1'ld tllJeltalf be landed. 
CO of troops concurred. Alpha end L"'elta nights landed at t-}!our plus 02 
minutes, wt.thout incident. Alpha. 4 shut down in the mone, cause unknown. 
(However he lifted prior to the last wave being inserted). 

j;;ravo a1 d Charlie flights c:,ntinued to orb! t their respective orb1 t 
area.s • At I.-Hour plus 16 Bravo area cleared of fog and Bravo tllght landed 
in their assigned area. Charlie &rea was under the fog bank at this time, 
as wan Delta area. 

At L-Hour plus 28 Charlie area cleared and Oharlie flight landed, 
recei Ving moderate to heavy- small 8l"!US and a';.tomatic v;eapoDS .fire fitom 
the North .. tel South of ltoute 4. 4. tTH-l.E gun sW.ps were providing suppres­
ive fire during and while the assault belots were on the ground. Upon 
lift out of the zone, the TACiA was directed to use A-4'. tor attack on 
enemy positions. During the 2nd wave 4 at rcraft received substantial 
battle damage With Charlie..,5 leaVing for a..4 Hoer,Hal If. th a wounded pilot. 
Charlie 6 followed him back. l!lcho 1, 2, .3 and 4 (MJO-.39 spares) were 
directed to t:U:l in on sUbsequent waVElS. 

Time lapse between waves was approximately 12 minutes with the excep­
tion of Alpha fl:1.ght. llIImecliatGly tollo1f1ng the departure ot Oharlie 
flight from the zone ".4 attack cOn'..meIlc:::d and was terminated after 1 flight 
due to ground elemeniill cla:1m1ng they were receiving shrapnel. (It 18 of 
s1gnificant note that ground elements remained standing along Route 4 
observing the air strike). lTd-IE's continued with suppress! ve fire until 
Charl:ie flight returnedWith the )rei wsve of troops. 
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Flight Delta'_ area cleared at L-Hour pl_ 32 minutes and inserted 

their 2nd. wave. 

Flight Alpha and Bravo 2nd WaTeS wero la.nded Ilt L-Hour pltH, 33 minutes. 

Flight Charlie's 2nd wave landed at L-Hour plus bl minutes, reo.1V1~ 
intense small 81"JllS and automatic weapons tire along the center portion of 
Route 4. Charlie 11, f{Mr-1j".26$ I crashed at B1'()(1.)S64 (cause yet undetermined) .. 
As at rcraf't denarted the landing zone they continued to receive enerq fil'P. 
tluppressivo fire continued during their egress. Due to close proximity at 
ground elements to enemy (2S-50 meters) orb! ting Fixed Wing airoraft could 
not be o1l!ployed. 

Charlie night was thondireated to drop ell remaining lifts at poa1 "ions 
500 meters from t!1eir J;;aet and lilOSt area boundl'ios. Subsequent waves 
received inter.nittent snipSI' tire. 

Immed:i.a.tely after tho departure of Charlie flight's second wave, Echo $ 
(SAlViJedeVllC cn ... 46 o::-biting Hill 31) RR.S directed to procoed to the crash 
site of Charlie 11 for madevac. Echo S recelved battle danage during his 
approach. did not land and returned to Hill 55. Fdlo 6 was called in ald 
also roceived battle damage and was shot out of the zone - returning to 
Hill 55. 

&3ravo fl1cht WEW completed at t ... Hour plvl3 41 minutes (3 waves ... 1 air­
craft) and released to parent Groups. 

Alpha fli[!ht was completed at t-!lour plus 130 minutes end released to 
assume T..og/Admin/t,Zedev4c role at LZ 490 mo LZ 412. 

J.)elta £light was CompletEI-; at L-Jour plus 120 minutes. Delta 1 md 2 
were directed to Delta orbit. H.emaindar Delta night released from mission. 
Jelta 1 was directed to attempt modavac of crew an'.l injured personnel of 
Charlie 11. A suceolisfuJ,. approach was made from the south with U!l ... lB's 
providing suppressive fire. Delta 1 pickod up II emorgency/vr1ortty made­
VICS leeving 4 routine in the zone. 0.1 reoeived ene~ fire on egress from 
the ~one~ 

~e entire helo assault was comploted at L-aour plus 140 minutes. 

~le HACA and i~a-16 CO returned to An IIoa ai~field to assess battle 
damage to Charlie fllght. 1) of 14 at rcrBf't l'Gce:1ved va.rl.ous degrees of 
daJnaee. 

:Jcho flight received minor battJ.e da."28gC and returned to Quang Tri. 

:1ACA reiil.lrned to KtW'. 

Respectfully BUbmi tted, 
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HE:illCjU:.RTERS 
t~rine Aircraft Group 16 

• 
1st Narine Aircraft tiring, FI-lFPac 

FPO, San Francisco 96602 

SECRET--Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1) 

From: Commanding Officer 

SECRET 

3:GCD:jry 
5750 
Ser: 003A0l569 
15 Jan 1969 

To: Commanding General, First 1-1arine Aircraft Hine (Attn: G-3) 

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1-31 December 1968; submission of 

Ref: );a) ~'JgO 5750.1C (U) 

Enc1: (1) HIW-16 Command Chronology (8) with Appendices 

1. In accordance vIi th reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted. 

2. 1:"''lG-16 is loca.ted at Narble NO'J.ntain Air FaciEty, Quang l'Ial'l Province, 

Republic of Vietnam. W. -£ ~J ~ 
; T. L. iUC Qu,,: .. m.m 

DISTrrIBUTIG:lT: 
IsUhH (5) 
HAG-16 Files (1) 
i\;]~G-16 8-3 (1) 
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HFAIQUARTERS 

}/"J.al'ine Aircraft Group 16 
1st ~'Iarine Aircraft 'lrJing, FMFPac 

FPO, San Francisco 96602 

GROUP S-l COMIvIAND CHRONOLOGY 
'-t's".,,,,,,-,,,,;. 

Part'l Org~riiia;tion Data 
.: ., .. ".' \'> >(~'., .' ; '-".''''':~;'~';:.;.:::,.~, 

l:RJMrwos 
5213 
8 Jan 1969 

114(}r.1.9" '~bl~'M~tain Air Fa.cility, Republic of Vietnam 

feri9d pqy~re~'l~~;L D,ecember 1968 
.- .. .' - . ':: -.' ~. ' ) 

., .. ",' 

'rASK ORGANIZATrQ\!' ," ': .-. ,. ',.,. 

\ .- '," 

H&M,S~l6 ~arb1eMountain Air Facility, RVN 
MABs-16 Marble Mountain Air Facility" RVN 
~-2 Marble Mountain Air Facility; RVN 
~iM7~p~~larbl~ MOWl tt\~' .f\.~r~§'\Qi1* ~1~',lfVN 
1ll·1M7-'+9'Jf.;itP;Le ~ounti!+n ~~rF aQi1:l.'I;.y"RVN 
HMM~3~~~rb+~Mqqn~ainA~r. Fapiliiy, ~VN 
~lH;;)62'~rii~b;Le Houn~airl Air Faq:Llity, R'i1N 
m~;:t-M ·J;Ie,.rb1~ f1mmta;m Ai~Faci:l,i1?!. IWN 
l-JMl:l .. 4eta lfur1?le Mo:tm,.~in ~ir fac;l.li W~ RVN 

CO~.AND AND RANK CCJ1f'O$URE 

,BILLET. 
OQ".~Qr+6 
~O,,~~~l:9 
'.;, . ", ; " 

~d.juym~'.· 
. §~+:' ~.' ,­
S~2 

$"'J' 
:" ~,.' 

'S';'4 ',' '.' 

CO" H&MS-16 
CO, MABS-16 
CO, VMO-2 
CO, HML':"167 
00, HMM-362 
CO, HHH-364 
CO, HMH-463 
CO" HMM-l64 
CO, HMH-165 

:N~ . 
l'1l,t(:J:·QVAARIE, W. L. 

, J)Q~TER, G. c., Jr. 
FVL,!,~ ~ F;, K., . Jl,'. 
WO~~; R. G~ . 
l3i,'~~9~J ,:ji. M •.. 
CIWU,I, J. R. 
J~RADY~ E •. ~~ . 
DO,$TE.i'{,tl, ~! ;J:r; 
OONALDSON J' ~ R" 

",". '". ,,,'I 
GOBA.T" G. W. 
CUNNINGHAM, W. 
DUMCNT, T. J. 
Mn.LER, T. F. 
SCHIJ.RP, J. E. 
STATZER1 M. V. 
PEARD, R. W. 
TRtTNDY, R. T. 
PATl:UCK, G. L. 

RANK 
Col, 
LtQ01 
~tP9+ 
OW!)!!) 
MaJ 
Maj 
LtOol 
ttQol 
LtCQl 
LtCo1 
LtCol 
LtCol 
LtCol 
LtCol 
LtCol 
LtCo1 
LtCol 
LtCol 
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PERIOD 
1 ... 3lDec68 
l-11Pec68 
l8~3iDec68 
i,,~lDeq68 
1-.3lD.ec68 
1-3lri~c68 . 
1;"17Dec68 
18:310e066 
1~3iDec68 
1-31De668 
1-31Dec68 
1-31Dec68. 
1-31Dec68 
1-9De068 
10-,3lDec68 
1-31Dec68 
l-28Dec68 
29-31Dec68 
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AVERAGE MrnTHtY STRENGTH 

SQtiADR(JiJ. ' 
H&M3-16 
MABS~l6-
VM~ 
HML-167 
Hl~1-362 . 
Hlt'i:-364 
HMH~63 
HMM-164 
HMM-16, 

USMC· 
OFF ENL 
~ .~ 
19 648 
42 207 
37 137 ,4 2Q, 
,0119 
ll4 186 
48 " ·177 4, 157 

~, 

Following Personnel Changes 1-31 Decemoer 1968: 

a. Number of JoiningSg 321 

b. Nwnber of Drops: 297 

c. PrOmotions: 

Maj to ttCo1: 1 
, capt to Maj: 3 
lstLt to Capt: 1 
2ndLt to lstLt: 1 

. G:~.'~Gt to M§gt: 2 
Sgt to SSgt: 2 
Cpl. to Sgt: 2 
LCpl to Cp1: 26 
PFC to LOp1: 14 
Pvt to PFe: 3 

CA$UALTIES 

RANK ", 
is'tLt " 

NAME·· ....... '. 
NORTON, Ii. L. 

, : 

USN . 
.OFF ENL 
00 

3 .26 
1 0 
o 0 
1 . 0 
1'0 

·0 . 0 
·1 0 

1 .0 

POSITlrn 
Pilot ' 

HOSTILE: 3 December 1968~ l~mUes we,st of Danang, Quang Ham Province, RVN. 
Flying ('11-10' on TAC(A) visual recon m:!ssion. Wreckage of aircraft sighted by 
OV-IO pilot conducting search of area:'!-:' Lt NORTCll was ldlled in crash. 

lstLt 
LCpl 

ASTLE,·J. C. 094092/7562 
PAlERMO, C. t., Jr. 2363881/6320 

Hl1M-164 
HIt1-l64 

PUot 
Gunner 

HOSTIlE: Fl~gon:' CH-46A on resupply mission when aircraft was hit by enemy 
small arms fire. ' Pilot receivqd schrapnel wounds of chin and left upper ann. 
Gunner ,~eceived schrapnel wound to right buttock. 

• 2 
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RANK NAME SERNOhIOS 
\1 l" 
UNIT POSTrICN 

Sit PIERCE, K. D. 212~~0l/i391 m;:m~16 N/A 
Cpl HESTER, J. C. 2160525/1391 MABS-16 N/A 

NON~HQSTILE:'.'21 December 1968, ' 1m HOI:}, Quang Nam Province, RW. lvorking in· : 
fuel pit when ,pit caught fire,' SgtPI$RCE received 2nd and 3rd degree burns over 
90% of body and Cpl ~TER rece1v~d 3r~ degree burns over 95% of body. 
Sgt Plf.RCE died on 27Dec68 and Cpl H~'l%R d~'ad ~ 24Dec68 
ls:tLt CASCIlINA, C. A. 010010717562 ffi.1H-364 Co-Pilot 

HOSTILE: "31 Deeember-:: 1~68. 6 miles ~or~hwest 0:£ AnHOa, Qumg Nam Province, RVN. 
Flying 'on ,CH-46, on medeVao mission when aircratt received enemy small arms fire 
whU. in landing O.M,.r9suJ.tin'g in .Chra;~:l :;;;0 ~ft foream. . .. 

I R:- ; MOCKENHAUP;;J-
. B ireotion "YI 

'\' " 

, . ..;': 

...• 

. ,:"~; 

.; . .,. . 
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RANK NAME SEId\TO/MOS UNIT Pa3ITICN 
SgtMaj 'PiITLLIPS, H. 546267/9999 VMQ.:2 Gunner 

HCBTILE: 8 December 1968. 10 miles southwest of Danang, Quang Nam Province, 
RVN. Flying as gunner on UH-IE when aircraft received small arms fire resulting 
in wound to right buttock. 

Cpl SI-JANEY, K. B. 21)8625/6320 HMM-164 Crew Chief 

HOSTILE: 9 December 1968. 10 raile$ south of Danang, Quang Nam Provinc'e, RVN. 
Flying on CH-46 on troop 1i.1't mission. Sitting in zone wh.en enemy mortar a~tack 
started resulting in sch.rapnel wound to back. 

LCp1 WEGENER, J. B. tI 19;'0274/3071 N/A 

HOSTn.E: Reoccurr,mae of old injury to left hand sustained while gunner on CH-b6 
on recon mission on 10 Octcber 1968. 

Cp1 Hl~, R. A. 2~03555/6320 HMM-164 Crew Chief 

HOSTILE: - 13 December 1963ci 21 :;rdles southwest of Danang, RVN. Flying on 
CH-lib .pn resuwly mission tvhen a~.rcra£t lost RPM's going into limited space 
zone'. Crew Chief sustaine~l a sprained back when aircrai't was fqrced to hit trees. 

le,stLt 0101599/7564 HMH-364 Co-Filot 

HOSTILE: 1.7 December 196D. 10 miles southwest of Danang, RVN. Flying on CH-46 
on troop .1ift mission Whell' aircraft received small anns fire going into zone 
resulting ill schrapno1 wmmds to face. 

':,' lstLt SULLIVA'&, D. P. 094207/7562 Co-Pilot, 

HOSTILE: 19 December 1968. 21 miles southWest Of Dannng, Quang Nam Province, 
RW. Flylng on CH .. 46 on Re~fm insertion missiop when aircrai't received intensive 
small aITqs and autcmatic weapons fire result:i,ngin traumatic amputation of third 
toa, right foot. 

lstLt HMU-364 Co-Pilot 

HOSTILE: 21 December 1968. 10 m:J.lessout,hwest of An Hoa, HVN. Flying on CH-46 
on resupply mission when aircraft had :doUble engina failure causing aircraft to 
crash into perimeter oit la>lding zone. Sustained abrasion to left leg and lumbar 
area. 

LtCo1 BRADY, E .. R. o~66417562/7530/7500 H&MS-16 Pilot 

HOSTn.E: 21 December 1968. 7 miles south of MMAF I Quang Nam Province I RVN. 
Flyi~~I-46 on troop lift when aircraft'received enemy fire resulting in wound 
to left forearm. 

DECLASSIFIED 



\ 
1 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

COtliJvIAND CHRONOLOGY 
Narine Aircraft GToup 16 

N'arble }·fountain Air Facility 
Republic of Vietnam 

• 
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PART I 

Organizational Data 

1. Command Composition 

BILLET NANE RANK 

CO, NAG-16 H. L. MAC QWL.UUE Colonel 
XO, MAG-16 G. C. DOSTER. Jr. LtCol 
KO, MAG-16 F. K. FULTON Jr. LtCo1 
Adjutant R. G. HORK C~VO-.3 

S-1 Officer R. M. BALCH Major 
8-2 Officer J. R. CIVELLI He.jor 
8-3 Officer E. R. BRADY LtCol 
8-3 Officer G. C. DOSTER Jr. LtCo1 
8-4 Officer J. R. DONALDSmr LtCo1 
CO, H&N8-16 " ~1. GOBAT LtCol \.r. 

CO, MABS-16 iJ. CUNNINGHAH LtCo1 
CO, VEO-2 T. J. DmiONT LtCol 
CO, Hl'·1L-167 T. F. HILLER LtCo1 
CO, ffi·:L-362 J. T{~ • SCHLAHP LtCo1 
CC, ffi..H-364 H. V. STA'i'Zlffi LtCol 
CO, BNH-~.63 R. ~J. PEliJ.'i.D LtCol 
00, ffi\fr:-164 R. T. TRU.'iDY LtOol 
CO, .HNi~-165 G. L. PATRICK LtOol 

2. Task Orr>'anization 

I~(l1S-16 :.. Harble Nountain Air Facility, RVN 
H:mS-16 - Narble Hountain Air Facility, RVN 
VMO-2 - Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN 
HMl';-16L - 1-1arble Hountain Air Facility, RVN 
mJ1-165 - lvfarble IvIountain Air Facility, nVN 
HJvIH-364 - Ivfarb1e IvIountain Air Facility, RVN 
HMI'~-362 - !l-1arble IvIountain Air Facility, nVN 
I{t·iL-16? - l'-1arble Mountain Air Facility, RVN 
HNH-463 - JI.1arble Hountain Air FaCility, HVN 

• 

3. Avera~e Nonthly Strength 
USMO 

OFF E;NL 
USN 

OFF ENL 

H&liS-16 
NABS-16 

56 
19 
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PERIOD 

1-31 December 1968 
1-17 December 1968 
18-31 December 1968 
1-31 December 1968 
1-31 December 1968 
1-31 December 1968 
1-17 December 1968 
18-31 December 1968 
1-31 December 1968 
1-31 December 1968 
1-31 December 1968 
1-31 December 1968 
1-31 December 1968 
1-9 December 1968 
10-31 December 1968 
1-31 December 1968 
1-28 December 1968 
6-31 December 1968 
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S~uadron 

VHO-2 
ill1L-167 
ffi.iN-362 
HMH-364 
HNH-463 
HHH-164 
HHM-165 
l1AG-16 

-
[D)~©~&~~nW~~[D) 

USNC 
OFF ENL 

42 207 
37 137 
54 205 
50 179 
44 Ig6 
48 177 
~ ill 
395 2317 

4. Important Visitors to the Command. 

16 Dec 1969 Lieutenant General 
H. ':1. BUSE Jr. 
(Commanding General Fleet 
~~rine Force, Pacific) 

1-2 

USN 
OFF E11L 

1 0 
o 0 
1 0 
1 0 
o 0 
1 0 

J ~ 
8 26 
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PURPOSE OF VISIT 

Present A,'lards and visit 
l'flAG-16 Complete Engine 
Repair F"acili ty • 
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During December of 196~ ~\G-16 continued to support the III ~~ and 
major subordinate co~nds in the central I Corps zone. The First 
Marine Division received the major portion of helicopter support. The 
ROKHC, Itrrrry Special Forces, A.."RVN, and First Marine Aircraft Hing com­
mands continued to receive a proportionate share of the HAG-16 helicopter 
lift capability. 

Operation ":t-fEADE RIVER" First Harine Division operation (central 
plains, south.,est of DaNang) was ter::ninated for NAG-16 as major support 
objective on or about 10 December 1968 (see report November 1968 and 
Part III, Special Operations of this report). Helicopter support 
emphasis was shifted on 11 December 1968 to the newly organized "TASK 
FORCE YANKEE" (TFY) under the command of Brigadier General Ross T. 
mITER, with command post headquarters at An Hoa Airfield, sixteen miles· 
south~ southwest of DaNang. TFY was tasked to occupy the mountain 
range known as Base l~ea 112 extending ~nd additional sixteen miles 
south, southwest of An Hoa. The operation was expected to extend over 
five months l·!ith major troop movements and their resupply entirely 
dependent upon helicopters because of the dense jungle and mountat.ous 
terrain ranging in height from 500 to 1050 meters abo1Te sea level. The 
concept envisioned successive movement from one hill top to another by 
the establishment of mutually supporting fire support bases. The 
technique of clearing landing zones on the hill tops first employed 
conventional aircraft delivered high explosive bombs and napalm followed 
by a helicopter lifted team of engineers and security force to blast 
or sa,,, down remaining trees or obstructions in the proposed helicopter 
landing zone. Normally the heUlifted engineer team is delivered by 
the helicopter hovering over the zone, above obstructions, and lOHered 
by means of the external hoist or rappelling technique. Hhen a one plane 
zone is cleared helicopters immediately begin landing operations. 

During ,December five fire support bases .Jere established in the ob­
jective area, without serious opposition, ,,,ith IVlAG-16 providing heli­
copter lift support (for statistical summary see Part III, Special 
Operations). 

Overall during December 1968 ~~G-16 recorded 7847 flight hours, 
23,364 sorties, 50,854 passengers/troops and 4980 tons of cargo. 

During the calendar year of 1968 NAG-16 air crews and aircraft of 
HAG-16 in support of USHC, ROKKC, ARVN, Navy Forces in I Corps flew a 
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total of 240,717 sorites in 82,976 flight hours carrying 352,~86 pas­
sengers/troops and 54,472 tons of cargo. They also carried a total of 
24,852 medical-evacuations, and made 466 Tactical .4ircraft Recoveries. 

The fonoving occurrences are listed by date: 

6 Dec 68 - I~~-165 (18 CH-46A) from Special Landing Force Bravo 
(SLF B) joined 1'I,.1\.G-16 for operational control from LPH Tripoli. 

g Dec 68 - rfrfM-362 (24 UH-34's) detached, joined Special Landing 
Force Alfa (SLli' A), LPH Okinaua off Viet Nam, for operational/admini­
strative control. ffivJl1f-.362 represented the only UH-.34 squadron in Iv1fl.G-16. 

10 Dec 68 - ffi'11-1-364 (.28 CH-46D I 5) joined for command from t·:!.AG-36 
at Phu Bai. The additional CH-46D aircraft were shifted to assist 
HAG-16 in support of operation "TAYLOR COJvl}·lON". 

29 Dec 68 - IIf'.Il·I-164 detached from MAG-16 to SLF B aboard LPH 
Tripoli. m-ll·l-165 shifted to l1AG-16 for command. 
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Significant Events 

Personnel Changes 

a. Number Joined 321 

b. Nmnber Dropped 297 

c. Promotions 

(1) Hajor to LtCol 1 

(2) Capt to Hajor 3 

(3) lstLt to Capt I 

(4) 2ndLt to IstLt I 

(5) GySgt to HSgt 2 

(6) Sgt to SSgt 2 

(7) Cpl to Sgt 2 

(8) LCpl to Cpl 26 

(9) P::?C to LCpl 14 

(10) Pvt to PFC 

Awards 

a. 

b. 

Legion of JvIerit Medal 

Colonel ~'J. L. IviAC QUARRIE MAG-16 

Distinguished Flying Cross Medal 

11ajor R. D. TAYLOR 
l-!ajor D. D. WILSON 

.ffi.'jVI-165 
ID/.iH-164 

• 
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c. Bronze Star Hedal l"fi th Combat Di s tingui shing Devi ce 

Staff Sergeant F. L •• \1'1OS 
Sergeant L. E. St:lITH 

VlVIO-2 
VlVIO-2 
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d. Navy Commendation Nedal lJi th Combat Distinguishing iJevice 

Lance Corporal B. F. LANE HABS-16 

e. Purple Heart Medal ", 

First Lieutenant T. U. ~!ALL IIMi':-164 
First Lieutenant B. F. vTEAVER illlM-164 
Sergeant J. J. DALTON m'lH-164 
Corporal R. A. HIAlIf ill1E_164 
Corporal 1). L. DOUGLAS HMt·'i-16L" 
Corporal D .,:L.Ii1OiiIHONGER m,n,'l-164 
Corporal H. ~-1. ~mI'I'E HNN-164 

f. Air Hedals 

HL'cNS-16 7 
HADS-16 18 
flliiH-164 30 
f-l}i.:L-167 146 
HlclH-463 156 

3. Casualties 

a. Hostile 

RAUK NM·IE DA'fE fMQE 

lstLt B.. L. NORTO:~ ,'(KIA) 3 December 1968 1o§- giles \1 . Dano.nc; , ~WN 
IstLt J. C. ASTLE 4 December 1968 Quang Nam Province, l~Vi:T 

LC1)l C. L. P1J.L&11iO Jr. 4 December 1968 Quang Nara Province, ~1VrJ 

SgtHaj H. PHILLIPS 8 December 1965 10 f.iiles 8U Danang, nVN 
Cp1 l~ • B. S~JjJJ~'Y 9 Decen1ber 1968 10 Eiles S Dan8.ll~, RVH 
LCp1 J. B. ':I.e G:r~I~J111 II 10 October 1968 Quang Nam PrOVince, }tVN 
Cp1 R. A. HlAN 13 December 1969 21 I~iles J~! Danang, RV1~ 

IstLt l~ • ~J. J ... 11~NDO 17 December 1968 10 lv~iles ::J'.J :Oanang, :lva 
1stLt D. P. SULLIVAN 19 December 1968 21 ~Jd1es SJ Danant:;, ltV] 
lstLt \1. A. REIN£LhW Jr. 21 December 196$ 10 Niles S'.! Danang, J.VrT 

LtCol '.~ R. BR;my 21 December 196$ 7 liiles S Ni-ulF, H.VN J.!l. 

IstLt C. A. CASCIAlJA .31 December 196$ 6 Hiles lifd An Iioa, IWH 
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RANK NAHE 

~~Sgt K. D. PIEH.CE 
~fCpl J. C. HEST~R 

* Indicates Killed Not 
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Quang Nam Province, 
Quang Nam Province, 

4. Norale-(·Telfare. (Chaplains Command Chronology) During the month of 
December 1968, ~illG-16 Chaplains provided Sunday and daily religious 
services at l'farble Hountain Air Facility. Civic Action activities by 
~U~G-16 Chaplains provided 2,000 pounds of surveyed P.X. goods to St. 
John I s SeminRry, sup:,lied 500 gifts for children of Tinh Lanh Churches 
and An Hai Church and arranged for 16,000 pounds of rice, bu1gar, fish 
sauce, and canned fish to be flown to Pastor Quang (Tinh Lanh Church) 
for the needy people in the vicinity of Ninh Binh village. The Chap­
lains ministry and allied acti vi ties are reflected in the follovring 
figures: 

Divine Seryjces 

Protestant 
Catholic 
L. D. S. 
TOTALS 

NemQria1 Servicet:l 

a. Scbeg1J,le 

Sunday 

Sunday/Att vleekday!Att Total Services/Att 

9 438 8 39 17 477 
15 576 39 481 54 1057 

:2 40 3 2l 8 61 
29 1054 50 543- 79 1595 

Number Attengance 
2 102 

gf He~k1;::: ReUB;;i.gu§ Servl~es: 

Catholic Confession 
Catholic Mass 
Protestant Sunday School 
Protestant Divine Services 
Latter Day Saints Services 
Catholic Confession 
Catholic lvrass 
Protestant Evening Services 
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MondaY-I'[ednesday & Friday-Saturday 

Thursday 

Tuesday and Thursday 

Thursday 

Saturday, 

Catholic Confession 
Catholic Hass 

Catholic Confession 
Catholic Nass 

Bible Discussion 

Latter Day Saints Services 

Protestant Choir Practice 

5. Civic Action. (HAG-16 Civic Action Command Chronology) 

1730 
1800 

1200 
1230 

1800 

1930 

1830 

a. Medical/Dental. During the month of December 1968, Doctors and 
Corpsmen from NAG-16 assisted the Catholic Orphanage and the Hoa Long 
Dispensary. In their continuing effort to vTin the trust and confi­
dence of the local populace, the HAG-16 Hedical Department treated 1546 
patients and provided dental treatment to 40 villagers and orphans. 

b. Education. The Civic Action Team presented nine "General ~{alt" 
scholarships to the Hoa Long School principle. These scholarships are 
given to students of high academic caliber who lack sufficient funds to 
complete their education. 

c. Projects. Primary effort was directed toward the introduction of 
non-native vegetables to the Roa Long area and general increase of farm 
productivity. NevT and wholesome vegetables are thriving in the Hoa 
Long area. The use of L~ecticides has effectively eliminated crop 
destruction by harmful insects. 

d. lIJaterial Assistance. In keeping with the holiday spirit, 
three boxes of assorted toys and tHO boxes of candy were distributed to 
the Hoa Long school. The village of Boa Long received three truckloads 
of lumber for the building of a nevI school room and the repair and recon­
struction of homes affected by enemy terrorism. In addition, fourteen 
bags of cement, ten pounds of clothing, six sheets of tin and assorted 
pieces of lumber were distributed to families living in substandard 
conditions. 
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6. Intelligence/Counterintelligence. (~~G-16 S-2 Command Chronology) 

During the month of December 1968, 226 fire incidents were reported 
by pilots returning from combat operations, a significant increase when 
compared to the 156 fire incidents reported during November. Fifty 
seven of the 226 fire incidents reported resulted in aircraft being hit, 
an increase of 15 aircraft hit over the previous month. Enemy small arms, 
30 caliber, and 50 caliber ground fire '.-1ere credited '\-.Ii th 1-1ounding 
eight USMC crewman and two passengers in HAG-16 aircraft. 

Statistical Data: 

a. Flight hours per fire incident: 34.7 do'\-m 8.3 from November 

b. Flight hours per aircraft hit: 137.7 dmvn 21. 9 from November 

c, Flight hours per aircrew spot report: 46.4 down 22.0 from November 

Ordnance fire by HAG-16 aircraft resulted in seven KBJ'.11I. (confirmed), 
seven structures destroyed, thirteen hoo\ches destroyed, one hoo\ch 
damaged, four secondary explosions, one raft destroyed, three surface 
explosions, one underground explosion and three underground fires. 

7. Air Opera ti ons • (MAG-16 Squadron Command Chronology) 

r-n,nvr-164 CH-46A/D Hl1L-167 U:-I-IE 

Hours 1264.7 Hours 1648.1 
Sorties 5132 Sorties 5083 
Pax 13588 PaxO 3957 
Evacs 797 Evacs 8 
Cargo (tons) 332.0 T Cargo (tons) 

ill11-362 UH-34D VHO-2 m'l-IE OV-IOA 

Hours 820.5 Hours 782.6 1112.2 
Sorties 778 Sorties 1714 470 
Pax 338 Pax 52 
Evacs Evacs 1 
Cargo (tons) 2.8 T Cargo (tons) 

HMN-165 CH-46A/D HMN-364 CH-46A/D 

Hours 1086.8 Hours 756.3 f •• , 

Sorties 4138 Sorties 2276 j 

Pax 7398 Pax 5583 ; 
Evacs 752 Evacs 446 
Cargo (tons) 352.8 T Cargo (tons) 434.4 T 
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H&HS-16 C-117D UH-J4 D CH-53A 

Hours 128.6 48.5 0.7 
Sorties 62 37 1 
Pax 730 II.! 
Evacs 
Cargo (tons) 19.4 T 0.2:T 

HMH..q6:2 CH-52A TAR 

Hours 820.9 UH-3LD (SF, 8A) 
Sorties 36Lo UH-IE (2F) llA) 
p' 12,932 CH~6 (IA ax. 
Evacs 52 
Cargo (tons) 38L1.7 T 

8. Air Control. (MABS-16 Connnand Chronology) 

TOTAL 

177.8 
100 
74L 

19.6 T 

MAG-16 
~ 
Hours 
Sorties 
Pax 
Evacs 
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TOTALS 

7869.9 
23,331 
LL,592 

2,056 
Cargo (tons) L684.5 

roU.OW/~fi-
a. During the month, theA operations at Marble MOuntain Air Facility 

were conducted: 

Fixed Wing Operations 
Helicopter Operations 
IFR Operations 
GCA Operations 
Special VFR Operations 

9. Special Operations 

4,LoL 
2?~476 

31 
327 
30 

a. Operation ItVICTORY DRAGON VI" was supported throughout the month 
by MAG-16 aircrews and aircraft. A total of 8,807 tons of cargo and 6,205 
passengers/troops were lifted, requiring 394.7 flight hours and 2,149 sorties. 

b. Operation IlHENDERSON Hn.L" was supported by aircrelfS and aircraft 
of MAG-16, until its termination on 7 December 1968. During this period 
M~G-16 aircraft flew 79 sorties, carried 197 passengers/troops and 11.4 
tons of cargo and logged 69.3 flight hours. 

c. Operation liMEADE RlVER/s{AlIFT MOVE" was supported by aircrei.,ys and 
aircraft of MAG-16 until its conclusion on 9 December 1968. During this .~ 
time aircraft of H.AG-16 flew a total of 1600 sorties, carrying 4,L,03 pass­
engers/troops and 117.3 tons of cargo and logged ~.080 flight hours. 

Throughout the duration of Operation liMEADE RIVER!::>wIFT MOVE", 20 November 
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1968 through 9 December 1968, MAG-16 aircreYs and aircraft carried 6433 
passengers/troops and 185.2 tons of cargo requiring 957.6 flight hours 
and 3506 sorties. Operation "HEADE RIVER/S~nFT HOVE" is considered to 
be the largest and most successful operation of this type conducted in 
the Republic of Vietnam by the Marine Corps resulting in over 1,000 
enemy toaps being killed or captured. 

d. Operation "TAYLOR COI·'1MONu which commenced on 11 December 1968 
began the first advance fire base concept of operations in the First 
~1arine Division TAOR. VlAG-16 and the Third l'iJarine Regiment were jbintly 
tasked with the planning coordination for the establishment of the five 
advance fire bases during December. l>IAG-16 provided ten CH-46D/ A IS, 
three CH-5]IS four HU-lEls, and one OV-IOA on a daily basis in support 
of the operation. A total of 2389.1 tons of cargo and 10,756 passen­
gers/troops yere lifted by ~ffiG-16 requiring 1460.] flight hours and 
5514 sorties 

10. Ground Defense. (IVIABS-16 COIn.mand Chronology) 

Hobile Ground Defense Reserve Platoons ,{ere l1n.lstered and trained 
throughout the month to maintain HAG-16's qU5ck-reaction def'ense capa­
bility. 1.,fork continued on the improvement and preparation of ground 
defense positions. 

11. Logistics. (HAG-16 8-4 Command Chronology) 

a. Military construction at Yl8.!'ble Hountain Air Facility contin­
ued at a rapid pace throughout the month of December. Several struct­
ures were completed, the most significant units were four squadron 
operation bUildings and the group training building. Three operations 
buildings are presently occupied and the fourth awaiting the arrival 
of HNIVl-263 in January 1969. The Group training building will be utilized 
for training, education and a hobby shqp area for H .. I\.G-16 personnel. 
mLCON Status Reports showed the Motor Transport buildings 99% complete, 
the Nain Sewer System 95% complete, HMH-463 maintenance hangar 90% com­
plete, and one-half of the Dispensary 50% complete. Construction 1.raS 

started on the taxiyay for the cross.rind rumvay and the aircraft main­
tenance h~Dgar on the yest side of the Air Facility. 

b. ilork continued on ldnor neh' construction. Public 1'Jorks estimaters 
and deSigners started work on t,,,rO infiltration galleries, GCA PAD, 02/C02 
Facility, yater tower, Officer's quarters, 5 ton chain falls for each 
hangar and vehicle/pedestrian runway crossing lights. A 120 gallon hot 
water heater yas installed in the enlisted shoyer and runyay strob~ lights 
.rere installed and connected. 
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c. The Logistics section supported and assisted the embarkation and 
debarkation of four tactical squadrons. Heavy equipment and trucks were 
provided to these units and general support was given as required. 

d. Marble Mountain Air Facility, Air Freight Section processed 
1534 passengers and 134.9 tons of cargo. 1,377,702 gallons of aviation 
fuel were dispensed by MAG-16 TAFDS personnel. 
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1.fA.G-16 S&C Log No. 

-033-69 
CO MABEl Ltr HO:cac 
over 5750 dtd 7Jan69 

·024-69 
- 035-69 
'-0034-69 

031-69 
025-69 
001094-68 

. 037-69 
S-l 0 Ltr 1 :RJi··.;.:vTOS 
over 5213 dtd SJan69 

-016-69 
8-4 0 Ltr 4:JaG:mvn 
over 4000 dtd 6Jan69 
Grp Chaplain Ltr 
19:iss over 5750 
dtd 5Jan69 

.~ Comman~ Chronology of MAG..,16 Comm 0 - Appendix l~ ~ Comm 0 Ltr 10:JMD:ebf 
~~::t\; dtd 3Jan69 

J COIllT1.and Chronology of MAG-16 Civic Action - Appendix 15 
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FPO San Francisco, 96602 

CONFIDENTIAL 

MEIVIORANDUM 

From: S-2 O££icer 
To: S-3 O£ficer 

., 
, . 

(ONFJDBm41 
2:JRC:dpn 
05750 
02A00469 
4Jan69 

Subj: Intelligence Input for Command Chronology (U) 

Ref: (a) Group Order 5750.10, paragraph 60 ~ 

1. In compliance with reference (a), the intelligence input for 
the MAG-16 Command Chronology for December 1968 is submitted herein. 

2. Antiaircraft. Fire Incidents. 
. . 

a. 226 £ire incidents were reported during the period, up 
70 from the previous month; 57 of which resulted in aircraft hits, 
up 15 from the previous month. 

b. Enemy AA fire caused 8 USMU VIIA 
2 PASSENGERS ilIA 

3. Intelligence Information. 

a. 169 aircrew ~p~' reports of intelligence value were received 
from aircrews and other sources; this is an. increase of 7l £rom the 
previous. month. 

b. No reports of' intelligence value were received from indig­
enous sources. 
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Subj: Intelligence Input for Command Chronology (U) 

4. Statistical Data. 

a... F~ight Hours per Fire Incident: 34.7; down 8.3 from the 
previous month. 

b. Flight Hours' per aircraft hit: 1:37.7; dO"Tn 21.9 from the 
previous mon:;t;h. 

c. Flight Hours, per aircrew Spot Report: 46.4; down 22.0 
from the previous. month. 

5. Enem.y Casualties. and Damage Inflicted .• MA.G-16 inflicted 7 KBl\'IA 
(conf), 7 structures des.troyed, 13 hootches destroyed, 1 hootch 
dama.ged~ 4 secondary explosions, 1 raft destroyed, ~ surface 
explosions., 1 underground explosion?land :3 underground fires. 

QKr!c~d/ 
/':r. R. CIVELLI 

, (OIffIDmIAl 
DECLASSIFIED 

/ 


