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DECLASSIFIED PART I
Organizational Data

1. Command Composition
BILLET NAME RANK PERIOD
CO, MAG-16 W. L. MAC QUARRIE Colonel 1-30 November 1968
X0, MAG-16 G. C. DOSTER, Jr. LtCol 1-30 November 1968
Adjutant R. G. WORK CW0-3 1-30 November 1968
S-1 Officer R. M. BALCH Major 1=30 November 1968
S-2 Officer J. R. CIVELLI Major. 1-30 November 1968
3-3 Officer E, R. BRADY LtCol 1-30 November 1968
S-4 Officer J. W. CONARD LtCol 1-4 November 1968
S=4 Officer J. R. DONALDS3ON LtCol 5-30 November 1968
C0O, H&MS-16 C. W. GOBAT LtCol 1~30 November 1968
C0O, MABS-16 L, W. PARISH LtCol 1-10 November 1968
CO, MABS-16 YWm. CUNNINGHAM LtCol 11-30 November 1968
CO, VMO-2 S. J. FULTON LtCol 1~/ November 1968
Co, VMO-2 T. J. DUMONT LtCol 5-30 November 1968
CO, HMM-164 W. E. SMILANICH LtCol 1-17 November 1968
CO, HMM=16/ R. T. TRUNDY LtCol 18-30 November 1968
CO0, HML-167 T. F. MILLER LtCol 1-30 November 1968
€O, HMI-362 J., E. SCHLARP LtCol 1-30 November 1968
CO, HMH-463 R. W. PEARD LtCol 1-30 November 1968

2. Task Organization

H&MS=<16 = Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN
MABS-16 - Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN
VMO-2 - Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN
HM-164 - Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN
HML-167 - Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN
HMM-~362 - Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN
HMH-463 - Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN

3. Ayerage Monthly Strength
USMC USN

Squadron OFF ENL OFF ENL
HEMS~16. 53 470

ey 265 o DEGLASSIFED
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USMC USN
SQUADRON OFF ENL OFF ENL
VMO~2 43 229 1 g
HMM-164 41 187 1 g
HML-167 33 142 g 4
HMM~362 51 209 1 &
HMH~463 49 182 g @
4. Important Visitors to the Command
Date Name Purpoge of Vigit
2 November 1968 Lieutenant General H. NICKERSON Presented Briefing on
(Director of Manpower) Marine Corps Personnel
Status/Policies
9 November 1968 Major General C. J. QUILTER Guest of Honor for
(Commanding General, First Marine Corps Birthday
Marine Aircraft Wing) Ceremoni es
@
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Narrative Summary for November 1968

MAG-16 continued to fly mainly in support of the First Marine Division.
Logistic flights were provided for the ROKMC, ARVN, Army Special Forces,
the Third Marine Division and Navy units, Administrative flights were flown
in support of the III MAF Headquarters., Statistically MAG-16 aircraft flew
18,508 sorties in 6735.6 hours carrying 31,222 passengers/troops and 3317.8
tons of cargo.

The most significant event was Operation MEADE RIVER, the largest com-
bat helicopter airborne assault in the history of the Marine Corps. MAGH16
plamned, coordinated and executed the air operations phase of the assault,
Aircraft and aircrews were provided by MAG-16, MAG-36, MAG-39 and the SLF.

Of note, was the first employment of the CH-53A aircraft in a combat assault
role, Paragraph 9d. of Part III of MAG-16 Command Chronology and Appendix 14
to MAG-16 Command Chronology contain details of the operation.

The following occurrences are listed by date:

7 Nov 1968 - An engine failure on a UH~1E aircraft necessitated an
autorotation into Happy Valley. The crew escaped injury and a tactical
aircraft recovery was successfully accomplished under hostile fire.
(Ref: HML-167 and HMH-463 Command Chronologies)

17 Nov 1968 - On a night medevac mission, a UH-3/D aircraft received
heavy automatic weapons fire from three positions while entering the landing
zone sustaining numerous hits and fatally wounding the crew chief, The
aireraft was on fire and crash landed. The pilots and corpsman escaped
from the burning aircraft which was destroyed. (Ref: HMM=362 Cormand
Chronology) :

20 Nov 1968 - At 0045H, Marble Mountain Air Facility was the target
of a mortar attack., Nine MAG-16 personnel suffered minor wounds, ten
aircraft sustained minor damage, and two hanggrs and two huts received
minor damage by the 14 round mortar attack, (Ref: MAG-16 S-4 Command
Chronology% Operation MEADE RIVER commended. L-Hour was executed at
o8oom, ’

22 Nov 1968 - Two UH-1E's rcceived enemy fire at coordinates AT 983598

seriously wounding the co-pilot of the lead aireraft. The aircraft lost
powWer and was substantially damaged as a result of an emergency landing.
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No further injuries were incurred., The second aircraft picked up the
crew of the downed aircraft and returned to Marble Mountain Air Facility.
(Ref: HML-167 Command Chronology)

25 Nov 1968 ~ At 0115H, Marble Mountain Air Facility was under a
rocket attack. Eight 122mm rockets fell within the MMAF perimeter. The
rockets inflicted major damage to one OV-104 aircraft, minor damage to

two additional OV-104 aircraft, two CH-53A and two UH-1E aircraft,
(Ref: MAG-16 COC Wateh Officer Log)
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PART III

Significant Fyents

Personnel Changes

.a, Number Joined

b. Number Dropped

¢c. Promotions

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
Awards

Major to LtCol
Captain to Major
1stlt to Captain
2ndLt to 1stLt
Cpl to Sgt

LCpl to Cpl

PFC to LCpl

Pvt to PFC

187
264,

~2 W

a. Navy Commendation Medal

Lieutenant Colonel R. W. PEARD
Corporal M. D. FERRIN

b. Btfiple Heart Medal

First Lieutenant M. M. BOSWELL, Jr,
Corporal L. E, BLACK

Corporal S. E. LOSASSO

Lance Corporal C. O, HORVE
Lance Corporal F. H. PFEIFFER III
HM-1 D. W, WHITMER
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c. Air Medals

HMH-/63 114

HML-167 25

HMS-16 2

MABS-16 1
3. Casualties (Hostile)
GySgt Re. L. WOOD 1 November 1968 14 Miles SW Danang, RVN
HM-2 C. M. PEPPER " 2 November 1968 Hill 55, Quang Nam Province, RVN
Cpl D. G. OKADA 5 November 1968 114 Miles NW Danang, RVN
Cpl E. L. DOUGLAS 7 November 1968 11 Miles N Danang, RVN
SSgt  J. P. HENDERSON,Jr, 7 November 1968 12 Miles SW Danang, RVN
GySgt W. H. COX 13 November 1968 10 Miles SE Danang, RVN
1stlt A. C, NITCHMAN 17 November 1968 8}F Miles SW Danang, RVN

*1Cpl P. R. ANDERSON 17 November 1968 8% Miles SW Danang, RVN

1stlt B. F. WEAVER 20 November 1968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN
GySgt W. R. AVERY 20 November 1968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN
Sgt J. J. DALTON 20 November 1968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN
Cpl D. L. FRONMONGER 20 November 1968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN
Cpl S. E. LOSASSO 20 November 1968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN
Cpl G. C. YOUNG 20 November 1968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN
Cpl H. W. WHITE 20 November 1968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN
ICpl R. L. STOOPS 20 November 1968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN
PFC  C. T. JORDON 20 November 1968 MMAF, Quang Nam Province, RVN
Cpl M, D. FERRIN 21 November 1968 Hill 55, Quang Nam Province, RVN
1stlt L. T. PIERCE,Jr, 22 November 1968 83 Miles S Danang, RVN
Sgt J. T+ KOLTER 23 November 1968 9 Miles S Danang, RVN
SSgt B. T. KOLBE 25 November 1968 18 Miles S Danang, RVN
Cpl R. A. HAIN 25 November 1968 18 Miles S Danang, RVN
1stlt R. M. WILLIAMS 29 November 1968 9 Miles SW Danang, RVN

4. Morale/Welfare. (Chaplains Command Chronology). During the month of
November 1968, MAG=16 Chaplains provided Sunday and daily religious services
at Marble Mountain Air Facility in addition to weekly services at An Hoa
Airfield. The Group Catholic Chaplain also conducted masses at the chapels
of the 5th Comm Bn. and MCB-128, The Chaplains ministry and allied activi-
ties are reflected in the following figures:

Divine Services Sunday/Att — Weekday/Att Total Services/Att
Protestant 8 352 25 90 33 442
Catholic 13 YAral 28 296 41 767
L.D.S. A 31 5 21 9 5.
TOTALS 25 85/, 58 L07 1261
* Tndicates KIA @E©&m8§UF”E@>EOSWE (1)

ITI-2
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Memorial Services Number Attendance
1 107
a. Schedule of Weekly Religious Services:
Sunday Catholic Confession 0730
Catholic Mass 0800
Protestant Sunday School 0900
Protestant Divine Services 1000
Latter Day Saints Services 1330
Catholic Confession 1730
Catholic Mass 1800
Protestant Evening Services 1900
Monday-Wednesday & Friday-Saturday
Catholic Confession 1730
Catholic Mass 1800
Thursday Catholic Confession 11200
Catholic Mass 1230
Monday thru Saturday
Protestant Devotion Services 1800
Tuesday and Thursday
Bible Discussion 1800
Thursday Latter Day Saints Services 1930
Saturday Protestant Choir Practice 1830

5, Civic Action. (MAG-16 Civie Action Command Chronology)

a. Medical/Dental. During the month of November 1968, doctors and
corpsmen from MAG-16 assisted at the Stella Maris Dispensary/Orphanage,
Catholic Orphanage and the Hoa Long Village Dispensary. In their con-
tinuing effort to win the trust and confidence of the local populace, the
medical department treated 1994 patients and gave checkups to MAG-16
Vietnamese employees, One hundred and twenty-eight villagers were given
dental care during the month of November.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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b. Education. The Civic Action Officer presented 16 "General WALTY
Scholarships to students at the Hoa Long Primary School. Seven children
whose parents work aboard Marble Mountain Air Facility also received funds.

c. ZProjects. A Vietnamese girl trained as a nurse in the MMAF Dig-
pensary now assits the doctors and corpsmen of MAG-16's MEDCAP Tean)in
treating the local Vietnamese. Eleven Vietnamese farmefs were taken to
the CORDS Experimental Vegetable Farm near Camp Thien Sha, where they were
instructed in the growing of various vegetables on their native land, The
farmers were so impressed that each one reguested an immediate issue of
seeds. Also during the month, repairs were completed on the Hoa Long Pri-
mary school which was damaged during October.1968. Due to the classes
being overcrowded, plans are in progress to construct a new wing for the
school,

d. Material and Financial Assistance. A check for $450.00 was donated
by HMH-463 to MAG-16 Civic Action to be used in various projects. The check

was donated through the Captain DEETZ Memorial Fund. Other donations in-
cluded ten pounds of clothing and one large crate of laundry soap to MAG-16
Vietnamese employees. Various building materials consisting of 800 sand-
bags, 12 bags of cement, 10 sheets of roofing tin and one box of nails

were donated to surrounding villages. The Combined Action Platoon (CAP)
received ammunition, cement and medical supplies.

6. Intelligence/Counterintelligence. (MAG-16 S-2 Command Chronology)

During the month, 156 fire incidents were reported by pilots returning
from combat operations, a significant decrease when compared to the 205
fire incidents reported during October. Forty-two of the 156 fire inci-
dents reported resulted in aircraft being hit, a decrease of 28 aircraft
struck in October. Enemy small arms, 30 caliber, and 50 caliber ground
fire were credited with killing one USMC crewman, wounding ten USMC crew-
men, three USN crewmen and seven passengers in aircraft of MAG-16.

Statistical Data:
a. Flight hours per fire incident: 43.0 up 17.7 from October
b, Flight hours per aircraft hit: 159.6 up 53.1 from October

c. Flight hours per aircrew spot report: 68.4 down 25.9 from October
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Ordnance fire by MAG-16 aircraft resulted in twenty-three KBMA and one
WBMA,

7. Air Operations. (MAG-16 Squadron Command Chronology)

IMM=164 CH-464/D HML-167 UH-1E

Hours 1323.3 Hours 144447

Sorties 5364 : Sorties L622

Pax 18,394 Pax 3,227

Evacs 483 BEvacs

Cargo (Tons) 3947 T Cargo (Tons) - -

HMM-362 UH-34D VMO-2 UH-1E ovV-104
Hours 1174.3 Hours 922,1 925.2
Sorties 3630 Sorties 1813 429

Pax 1547 Pax -19 -
Evacs 1043 Evacs - - - -
Cargo (Tons) 22,2 T Cargo (Tons) = = --
H&MS-16 C=117D UH-34D CH-53A4 TOTAL

Hours 125.3 yAA 25.2  196,9

Sorties 51 51 13 115

Pax 950 7 -- 957

Evacs - - - - - - -

Cargo (Tons) 14,0 T AT 1,9T 16,07

HMH~463 CH.534 TAR MAG-16 Totals
Hours 749,17 11 UH-34 (4F,74) Hours 6735.6
Sorties 2535 13 UH-1E (4F,9A) Sorties 18,508
Pax 7080 5 CHa46 (2F,34) Pax 31,222
Evacs - - 1 0-1C (Field) Evacs 1530
Cargo (Tons) 2884.9 T 1 0=2 (Admin) Cargo (Tons) 3317.8 T

8. Air Control, (MABS-16 Command Chronology)

a. During the month, the following operations at Marble Mountain Air
Facility were conducted:

Fixed VIing Operations 4y 367 @E@M@SW HE@

Helicopter Operations 23,413
IFR Operations 52
GGA Operations 433
Special VFR Operations 280
IIT-5
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9, Specia ration

a. Uperation VICTORY DRAGON V was supported throughout the month by
MAG-16 aircrews and aircraft. A total of 750.7 tons of cargo and 5143
passengers/troops were lifted, requiring 551.5 hours and 2406 sorties.

b, Operation HENDERSON HILL was supported by aircrews and aircraft
of MAG-16 on 4 November, and 12 thru 30 November 1968. Aircraft flew
1063 sorties, carried 988 passengers/troops and 53.4 tons of cargo, and
logged 323.7 flight hours.

c. MAG-16 aircraft and crews flew 96 sorties in 10,4 hours, while
carrying 203 passengers/troops and 7.8 tons of cargo on 14 November in
support of Operating DARING ENDEAVOR.

d. Operation MEADE RIVER which commenced on 20 November 1968 began
. the largest combat helicopter assault in the history of the Marine Corps
employing forty-six CH-46s, fourteen UH-1Es, seven CH-53s, six UH-34s and
three OV-10As; a total of seventy-six aireraft. In order to establish an
effective cordon on the west and south side of the operational area shown
in Appendix 14, 710 Marines were landed simltaneously along sectors 4,
B, C, and D. 1In all 2,700 men were helo-lifted into the objective area
within 2 hours and 20 minutes after L-Hour despite an initial delay caused
by fog and low stratus clouds and enemy fire encountered in B, C, and D
sectors. MAG-16 was tasked with planning and coordination of the assault
lifts. The classic execution can be attributed to the detailed planning,
accurate and timely airborne decisions of Lieutenant Colonel W. E. SMILANICH,
the Helicopter Coordinator Airborne (HC(A)). Participating squadrons were
HMH-462, HMM-364, HMM-265, HML-367, HMM-161 and HMM-165 in addition to
MAG-16 squadrons HMM=164, HMM=362, HMH-463, HML-167 and VMO-2. A detailed
discussion of the operation is contained in Appendix 14. Operation MEADE
RIVER was given full support by MAG-16 aircraft and crews during November.
A total of 1,906 sorties were flown in 549.6 hours carrying 2,030 passen-
gers/troops and 67.9 tons of cargo.

10. Ground Defense. (MABS-16 Command Chronology)
MAG=16 Ground Defense personnel continute to improve defense positions
and bunkers. Mobile Ground Defense Reserve platoons were mustered and

trained throughout the month to maintain MAG-16's Quick-Reaction defense
capability,
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11. Logisticse (MAG-16 S~/ Command Chronoloty)

a, Base construction continued in spite of eight days of heavy rains
and two enemy rocket/mortar attacks. Two of the four newly programmed
squadron operations buildings are 90% complete and the training and crash
crew buildings have been completed. The crosswind runway is complete
except for taxiways.

b. Minor New Construction (Public Works) and self-help efforts repaired
a washed out road and began installation of runway strobe lighting. Twenty-
two enlisted quarters were also repaired.

c. A self-help program was initiated to prepare for the influz of two
additional squadrons at Marble Mountain., Barrel revetments were relocated
on the west side of the field to accommodate the larger CH-46 aircraft,
replacing the smaller H-34 aircraft in that area, FRevamping of the south~
east area of the airstrip was started to make provisions for additional
aircraft parking space. Quarters, office and hangar space reassignments
vere initiated to accommodate the increase in base loading.

d. Logistics work was interrupted briefly on 20 November and again
on 25 November due to necessary repair work on facilities damaged by rocket
rounds. Public Works repair crews repaired fourteen holes 6n the aircraft
parking aprons. Nine of these holes were located on the east ramp and
four on the west ramp, Other crews repaired shrapnel damage to the HMM-164
and H&MS-16 hangaes. Self-help crews repaired minor -damage to two S.E.A.
huts. On 25 November three holes were repaired on the VMO-2 parking
apromn,

e, Marble Mountain Air Facility Air Freight section processed 1,230
passengers and 169.9 tons of cargo. 1,189,369 gallons of aviation fuel
were dispenced by MAG-16 TAFDS personnel
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MAG~16 SC Log NO,

01064-68

C0, MABS-16 1tr
WCstre over 5750
dtd 7 Dec 1968
01756-68

001055-68

01053-68

00104468

01065-68

S-1 0 1tr 1:RIM:wos
over 5213 dtd

6 Dec 1968

01051-68

S-/. 0 1tr A:JRG:mvn
over 4000 dtd

11 Dec 1968

Grp Chaplain ltr
19:kjd over 5750
dtd 2 Dec 1968

Comm O 1ltr 10:JMD:iebf
dtd 3 Dec 1968

CAQO 1tr BBN:cdw dtd
L Dec 1968

LtCol W.E. SMILANICH
1tr 3:WES:aba dtd
23 Nov 1968
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PN Se1 COMMAND CHROMOLOGY

Part 1 Organization data
MAG-16, liarble Mountain Air Facility,
Period Covered 1~30 November 1968

TASK ORGANIZATION

Adr ¥aeility,
r Facility,
Facllity,
Facility, ¢
a T"ac:.l].'ty,

H&MS~16 Marble Mountain
MAS3-16 Merrhle Hountoin

Republic of Vietnsm

g/ ~ ng ‘s p

PERIOD
T-30Nov68
1-30Wové8
1-30Nov68.
1-30iovb8
1~3C ovh 8
1-30tovb68
1-hHov68
5~301 ov68
1-30ov6l -
1-1Qlov68
11 3Cl ové8 S 4 was

| 1-301\ ov685 30 N0 b¥

1-17Kovb8
18-30K ov68
1-3Wov68

- 1-30Nov68

=t
£

L+Col.
Co-3
Lol
LtCol
T.1Col
LtCol
Ltlol
' LtCol
y Se do LtCol .
rmm 7. T.OUMENT TS 1 oasThree
SHIL m«xm We E, LtCol
TRUKDY, 3?.., Te Mes LY COL
€O, Wu-362 SCHLARP, Je Es LtCol
CO, HMH-L63 - PEARD, R. W, LtCol
AVERIGE ‘t W‘TFILY STRENGTH :
- usme USY
SOIL.DRQ\x OFF  EIL oy
IS 16 53 L70 0
MABS-16 2l 671 3
VMO=2 ' 43 291 1
Hii1-362 51 209 1
H=164 _ L 1 1
HITL-167 _ 33 139 0
HMH-L63 h 201 0
APPENDVY 8
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Following Fersonnel Changes 1—30““‘1\3'9vez_nb§;"‘l-]".968:' |
A, Number of Joinings: 107
B, Number bf'ﬁropsé iéﬁ-
C. Promotions:

¥Maj te LtCol:
Capt to iaj:s .
1stlt to Capt:
2ndl% to lstLt:
Cpl to Sgis
LCpl to Cpl:
PrC to LCpl:
Pvt to PFC:

N OO H R -1

CASUALATES L

RANK WAME . SERNO/4US WNIT . POSITION
GySet 000, ®. T - 110704L, 5351 HML-167  Crew Chief-

HOSTILE: 1 Novemper 1966. 1L iles southwes:t of Danang, Quang Nam Province,

RW, Flying as crew chief on UH-1E on resupply m1351on w%en aperabtapas s
hit by schrapnel wounding crew chief in lower cheek % inch from lip. '

H2 PAPPER, Go ife ' B818998/2,.0! MABS-14  Corpsman

l:RJM:wos . N ‘ : | | | \

o

HOSTLE: ) November 156G.. Hill S5jiﬁhang Nam Province, R7. While on emergency

medevac missirn r2ceived nissile wound on right hand.
Cpl © . CKaDA, D. G 2211567/6320 HR{-16l,  Crew Chief

HOSTIﬁE “5 Nevembe.r 1963, 11% miles northwnet of Danang, Quang Nam Province,
RWN. T Tlying cn CH-i6 on medevac mission. ZMdrerafi took small arms automatic
Wweapons fire resulting in crew chief belng wourded by schrapnel in chest.

Gpl.... .. DOUGLAS, F. L. 2163306/6 320 BM-16  Crew: Ch:n.ef

HOSTLLE: . 7 iirvember 196C. 11 mles north of Danang, Muang Nam Province, RWN,
Flying. un. CH-116 "on. emergency medevac mission. 'Alrcraft received small amms
fire while 1nav1ng landing zone resulting 1n crew chief receiving schrapnel
wound‘on right cheek. - . ..

SSet - HENDERSON, J. P., Jr. 1558137/6332 . HML-67 Gunner
HOSTILE: .¢° November 1968. 13 miles southwest of Danang, Quang Nam Province,
RW, Flying on UH-LE while retrieving another UH-1E which had been downed.

Received small arms fire resulting in gunnev being wounded by schrapnel from
shattored. cockpit. oo
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GySgt , c0x, W. H. 1352470/6511 VM0 ~2 Gunner

HOSTILE: 13 November 1968, 10 miles southeast of Danang, Quang Nam Province,
RWN, thile flying on UH-:E on gun run, M-60 blew up resulting in schrapnel
wounds upper neck and lowzr face.

lstlt NITCHMAN sy “ O 09405L /7561 mMM-362 Pilot

HOSTILE: 17 Hcvember 1948, 8% miles southwest ‘of Panang, Quang Nam Province,
RW, Flying UH-3L on emergency night medevac when aircraft received heavy auto-
matic weapone fire from three positions. Aircraft flamed and was forced down
1000 meiers away. Filot muﬂved slight burn on left knce. :

Lopl ANDERSON, ¥. R.- 23314L/6332/6311 HMM-362  Crew Chief

HOSTILE: 17 Nevember 1968, 8% miles southwest of D-nang, Quang Nem Province,
_RWN, Flying UH- 3 on emergency night medevac when aircraft received heavy asuto-
“matic weapons fire from three positlons. Aircraft flamed and was forced down
1000 meters away, LCp3. 3NDERSOW had boen hit and bedy could not be removed from

aircraft due to intense lire. Cause of death third degren burns entire body.

1stlt WEAVER, B. 7, 098173/6:02 BM-a4,  N/A
GySgt -~ AVERY, W. R. 1364522 /5320/6%32 HMM-15 m N/A
Sgt DALTON, J. dJ. 1556, 72/0212/0351 HMM-16y  N/A
Cik ~ FRONMONGER, D, L, 2210001/6351 n-16l | N/A
Cpi. L0SASSO, S. E. 2250270/6331 BM-16  N/A
Cpl YOUNG, ¢, Co 2162030/6320 HMM-165  N/A
Cpl YHITE, He W, 2210714 /6320 BEL6y  N/A
LCﬁl STOOPS, R. L. 22,8037/6320 HMi16y  N/A
PFC JORDAN, C. T. 2LL77h9/3531 MABS-16 N/A

HOSTILE: 20 November 13(Z. larble Mountain Air Facility, Musng Yam Province,
RWN. W "Jorklng on flight line when enemy morbtar atteci started. #l1 received
schrapne® wouids.: ‘

Cpl FERRIN, ¥.D. 2191077/83290 m®-16)  Crew Chief

HOSTILE: 21 November 1963. Hill 55, Muang F':m Provinece, RWN. Uhile flying'on
CH-L6 on resupply missior, fell out of cargo nhold while approaching landing zone.

1stLt PIERCE, L. Ty Jr. 094333/7563 o HL-167  Co-pilot
HOSTL3: 22 Vovember 1968. 3% miles seuth of Danang, Ouang Nam Province, RWN.

Flying U‘L-]E on gun run waen alrcraft ‘was hit by enemy small arms fire resulting
in co-piJ ot being wounded by bullets penetratlng left leg upper and lower.

Sgt KOLTER, J. T. 2199772/62L2 HE1-362  Gunner
HOSTILE: 23 November 1968. 9 miles south southwest of Danang, Quang Nam _
Province, RW, Vhile flying on UH-3L on medevac misdion, received schrapnel

from explosive device while in the landing zone resulting in wound in left
upper arm. .
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SSgt KOLBE, B.T. 1921879/3071. HMM-16l  Gunner
HOSTILE : 25 November 196ﬁ. 18 miles south of Danang, Quang Nam Provlnce, RW.

Flying on CH-L6 on troop 1ift. Took intense small arms. fire resnltlng in" .
schrapnel’ wound right sid:: of face. .

ol . . HIN, R. A | 2203555/6320 M6l Crow Chief.
HOSTILR: 25 Yovember 1957, 18 miles south of Dangug, Quang dam Profince; RWN,

_'Flying en CH-L5 on twoop n‘t. Took intense small arms fire resulting in
schrapnol wownd ;e? shoulder. : . : : :

1stlt - WILLIAMS, R. M. ' 0100778/756k HMH-463  Co-pllot -
HOSTTLE-' 59 Hovember 1965, 9 miles southwest of Danang, Ousng Nam Province,

RVN Flying on UH-i% on medevac mission when aircraft reccived intense small
} arms firevresu¢tino in schrhpno wounds, upper and Lower thremntles left side.

Méa/a/

Re . BALCH -7
By thectlon.
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INTELLIGENCE SECTION

Marine Aircraft Group 16
lst Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac

FPO Sen Francisco, 96602 'CONFIDENTIAL
2:JRC:dpn
05750
02434068
5Dec6t8
CONFIDENTIAL
MEMORANDUM

From: 8S-2 Officer
To: . S-3 Officer

Subj: Intelligence Input for Command Chronology (U)
Ref: (a) Group Order 5750.1C, paragraph 6c

l. In compliance with reference (a), the intelligence input for
the MAG-16 Command Chronology for November 1968 is submitted herein.

2, Ground Activity. During the month of November the enemy conducted

the following attacks against Marble Mountein Air Pacility.

20 November - 17 Rounds of 82mm Mortars
25 November - 7 Rounds of 1l22mm Rockets

3. Antisircraft Fire Incidentsg.,

a. 156 fire incidents were reported during the period, down
139 from the previous month; 42 of which resulted in aircraft hits,
down 28 from the previous month.

b. Enemy AA fire caused 1 USMC KIa
10 USMC WIA
3 USN WIA
7T PASSENGERS VWIA

4. Intelligence Information.

g. 98 aircrew spot reports of intellligence value were received
from aircrews and other sources; this is an increase of 19 from the
previous month,

b. No reports of intelligence value were received from indig-
€nous Sources.

CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTTIATL

MAG-15
SAC # Glost-es
cory #

E

~ EpbenE A
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CONFIDENTIM

2:JRC:dpn

05750

02434068
CONFIDENTIATL

Subj: Intelligence Input for Commend Chronology (U)

5. Statistical Data.

a. PFlight Hours per Fire Incident: 43.0; up 17.7 from the
previous month.

b. Flight Hours per aircraft hit: 159.6; up 53.1 from the
previous month.

¢, Flight Hours per aircrew Spot Report: 68.4; down 25,9
from the previous month.

6. Enemy Casualties end Damage Inflicted. MAG-16 inflicted 23 KBMA
and 1 WBMA ZConfj, 12 structures destroyed, 10 structures damaged,
2 secondary explosions, 1 secondary fire, 1 AA site damaged, 2 foot
bridges destroyed and 3 boats destroyed.

Je. R, CIVELLI

(ONFIDENTIM

CONFIDENTIAL
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HEADQUARTERS
Mgrine Aircraft Group 16
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac
PO, San Francisco 96602
L JRG:mwvn
1,000

BEC 11 13686

From: Group Sl Officer
To: Group S-~3 Officer

Subj: Commend Chronology; submission of
Ref's (a) Gru0 5750.14

1. In accordance with reference (a), significant events
within the Logistics field for the period 1 through 30
November 1968 are as follows: :

a. All base construction continued in spite of eight (8)
days of heavy rains and mandatory repair interuptions induced
by two(2) enemy mortar/rocket attacks. End of ‘the month MILCON
status (civilian contractors) showed two of the four squadron
operations buildings 90% complete and both the training and
fire/crash crew buildings 100% complete awaliting Public Works
acceptance inspections. It further revealed the crosswind
runway complete except for painting and taxiways. The taxiways
are under seperate contract due to resiting. :

b, Minor New Construction (Public Works) and self-help
(MAG-16) end of the month status showed the joint Marine/Army
smmunition storage area 70% complete and the relocation of
water towers for improved efficiency 60% complete. The washed
out road to the enlisted club has been repaired and a new
culvert and sidewalk has been installed leading to the enlisted
showers. A combined self-help/Seabee project to install runway

strobe lights was started and the use of Public Works indigenous

personnel resulted in twenty-two (22) enlisted quarters receiv-
ing minor but much needed repairs.

cs A crash self-help progream was initiated to prepare for
the influx of new squadrons anticipated in December. Barrel
revetments were relocated to provide additional and larger
aircraft parking spaces, bunkers were resited and revamping
of the southeast end of the airstrip was started for further
aircraft parking space. All billeting, office and hangar aress
were reviewed and consolidated to accomodate this inflow.

d. Logistics work was interupted briefly on 20 November
and again on 25 November due to mandatory repair work resulting

APPENDIX VO
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from enemy mortar/rocket attacks. Public Works repair crews
were called in on the 20th to repair fourteen (1l) holes in
the aireraft parking sprons. Nine (9) of these holes were on
the east ramp and four (L) on the west ramp. Other crews re-
paired shrapnel damage to the HMM-16l and H&MS-16 hangars.
Self-help crews repaired minor damage to two (2) S.E.A. huts
in this area. On 25 November, three (3) holes were repasired
in the VMO-2 parking apron.

e, On the 23rd of November, all MAG-16 M-1l) rifles were
exchanged for M16Al rifles and a new 5.56 ammunition procure-
ment procedure was established with the FLC ammo supply point.

f. During the month of November the Marble Mountain Air
Facility Alr Freight section processed 1230 passengers and
12,483 cubic feet of cargo weighing 331,771 pounds. During the
same period the Tactical Air Fuel Dispensing System personnel
dispensed 113,140 gallons of 115/1L45 AVGAS and 1,076,229 gallons
of JP-lL fuel. Marble Mountain Air Facility utilized 109,013
gallons of this AVGAS and An Hoa airstrip utilized the remaining
127 gallons. The JP-l utilization was divided between Marble
Mountain Air Facility - 808,386 gallons, An Hoa - 180,040
gallons and Hill 55 - 87,803 gallons.

g. The motor transport section traveled 85,291 miles
transporting 31,355 passengers, 986 short tons of cargo, 363,300
gallons of water, 21,15l gallons of MOGAS, 20,34l gallons of
diesel, 770 gallons of AV fuel, 3,786 gallons of 115/145 AVGAS
and 116,152 gallons of JP-l fuel,

J. R. DONALDSON
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OFFICE OF THE CHAPLATN
Marine Aircraft Group 16
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FiiFPac
FPO San Francisco, 96602
19:kjd
5750
2 Dec. 1968

From: Group Chaplain
To: Commanding Officer (Attn: S-3)

Subj: Monthly Chronology Report for the month of November 1968; submission of

Ref: (a) Wing Order 5750.16
(b) Group Order 5750.1C

1. In accordance with reference (a) and (b), the following report of the
Group Chaplain's activities for the month of November is hereby submitted.

2. Religious Activities
A. Protestant

Sunday Services = = @ = = = = v = e m e e c 2 c - .- -8
Attendance = = = = = = = - e e aaaaaa - - 352
Offerings = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = o === - - - $310.40

Evening DevVOotions = = = = = = =+ @ e e e o m e o - m o~ == - 25
Attendances = = = = = = = = - « 4 o - v c c - e - - .. 90

Bible ClaSS = = =~ =« @ @« o = @ = 0 @ = @ c = ° = = = == = = = = L
Attendance= = = = = = = = = - = - - - e - - .- .- - - 11

Choir Practice= = = = = = =~ = ¢ = c =@ & 0 @ c cimite = = == - - L
Attendance- = = = = « = = = . e m e e ... —a- - 15

Communion SEerviceS= = = « = = = = o = = 0 = = = = = = = = = = = 2
Commnicants~ = = = = = = = = = 0 = 0 0 = = = 0 = == == = = 76

Attended Protestant Monthly Rally = = = = = = = o c = 0 = v = = 2

B. Catholic

Sunday Magses = = = = = = = = c c e c e e c e e = nme====13
Attendance= = = =« = = = = - I I T e L V21
Offerings = = = = = = 2 = & = = 0 = e e = =0 = = = = = = $284.15

WeeKly MASSES = = = = = = = = o = = = m @ = m = e = == = = = 28
Attendance- - = = = = =« = = = = = ~ - - - . - - == - - 296

C. Latter-Day Saints
Sunday ServiCes = = = = = = = = = = = = = c = = = = = = - - = L
Attendance= = = = = = = = = & &0 e e - .- e e m- - 31

Weekly 8eIViCes = = = = = = = ¢ o 0 = 0 - e - e - - - === - 3

Attendance- = = = = = = = & & - o o e e e e s - == 21

APPENOIX M
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5750
2 Dec. 1968
3. Command Activities
"Check in = = = = - T R I 201
CheCk OUt= = = = = = = = = = 0 = = = & & & o o === = === == 2ks
Letters tONOK = = = = = = = = @ = = = = = e @ =@ =@ = = = = = = 130
Counseling Cases8 = = = = = =« = o = = = = = @ = = = = 0 = = = = = 13
Red Cross Messages « = = = = = = = o« & = = @ o = & = &0 o = = = = L9
Memorial Services ( Requiem MaSS ) = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 1
AttendanCe = amm = = o = & m = = = - o e .= = e - - 107
Le Civic Action
350 1bs, of surveyed P.X. goods to St. John's Seminary
5¢ Chaplain's Activities
Attended Day of Recollection at St. John's Seminary on
Convened the Group Narcotics Board for inventory on £ Novémber. . ..

Attended Group Ralations Board meeting 6 & 13 November.

Conducted combined Catholic & Protestant Thanksgiving service om
28 Nov, Attny 50,

Showed film:" The Bobby Richardson Story”, on 26 November, Attn: 51
Conducted Masses at 5th Communications Battalion 3, 10, 17, 2L,November.

Gave Moral Guidance Lectures for Hmm-362:on the 1l of November,Attn: 30.
on the 15 of November,Attn: L1,

2, Ot

JOSEPFH N, SESTITO
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COMMUN IC ATIONS
Marine Aircraft Group 16
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, MMFPagc
FPO, San Francisco 96602

10:JMD:ebf
3 Dec 1968

From: Communicagtions Officer
Tos S-3 Officer

Subj: Comments for the Command Chronology, November 1968

1. Attached are the comments from Communications for inclusion in the
Command Chronology.

IS4 |
j
\D
)
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COMMUNICATIONS: Personnel gains kept pace with personnel losses during
this period. A shortage continues to exist in Communication Center

(MOS 2542) and Wire (MOS 2511) personnel; however, by cross-training
personnel from the Radio Section the Communication Center and Wire Section
continue to cperate efficiently.

A total of 6,306 messages were processed by the MAG-16 Communication
Center, a decrease of 2,042 from the previous month. 41 hours of circuit
outage time was experienced during the morjth due to faulty equipment.

The following transactions were effected by the Repair Sections

1. 164 items of equipment processed.

2. 151 items of equipment returned to sections.

3. 8 pieces of equipment evacuated to higher echelon of maintenance.
4. 6 pieces of equipment returned from higher echelon of maintenances
5« 36 requisitions. processed by supplye.

The wire section continues to repair, replace amnd maintain the:
extensive wire system supporting MAG-16.
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HEADQUARTLRS
Marine Aircraft Group 16
1st karine Aircraft iiing, FuFPAC
F20, San Francisco, 96602
BBN:cdw
4 Dec 1968

From: Civic hAction Officer
To: Commanding Officer

Subj: Command Chronology for the month of Wovember, 1968

Ref: (&) Group Order 5750.1C

1. In accordance with reference (z), the following statistics
represent civic action accomplishments by HAG-16 during the
period 010001H NovemBer to 302400H November 19368,

is Medical/Dental Treatment

(1) The doctors and corpsmen of MAG-16 assisted the
following dispensaties and orphanages during this
reporting period:

(2) Catholic Orphanage
(b) Hoa Long Dispensary

(2) Medical treatment was rendered to 1994 persons
during November,

(3) Twenty-eight (28) villagers were given dental aid.

(4) There has been a d&finite increase in patients at
the bi-weekly MiDCAP, wmore refugees from the sur-
rounding Pefugee camps are showing an interest and
coming for treatment. They seem to have more trust
in the doctors and corpsmen and the civic action
personnel., A girl from Nui-Kim-Son wao has been
trained at the MAG-16 uispensery is now assisting as
a nurse at the MTIOCAPs.

Be Lducation

(1) sixtecn (16) students were presented with $500 VN
each through the General Walt Scholarship fund for
the month of November. DZach of these children are
excellent students but lack the funds to sufficiently
complete their education.

APPENDIX I3 o
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C. Projects

(1) On November 29, 1968, ©iG-16 Civil Affairs took
eleven farmers from Nui-Kim=-Son hamlet to the

CORDS experimental vegetable farm near Tien Sha,

The vatriety aad the ability of the vegetables to

grow in Vietnam so impressed the Nui-Kim#Son farmers
that they requested immediate issue of seeds. uAG-16
civie action will contact the CORLS representative
and it is understood that he will instruct the
farmers on the proper cultivation of the vegetables
on their land.

(2) Repairs have been completed on the wing of the

Hoa Long Primary School. building which was damaged

in October. &till conditions remain crowded and
classes are being held in the neighooring dispensary.
Action is being taken in the making of plans for
still anot.ier wing for tre schools

De Distribution of Commodities

(1) HEH-L63 gave Givie hction a check for $450.00

to be used for civic action projects. The check

was donated by the citizens of Northfield, Minnesota -
through the Captain Deetz Memorial Fund,

(2) One large crate of laundry soap and about ten
Pounds of clothing were distributed among Vietnamese
employces of MAG~16.

(3) Various building materials were transported to the
villagese These included 800 sandba, s, 12 bags of
cement, 10 sheets of roofing tin, and 1 box of nails.
Also, materials were given to the local Combined
Action Platoon to assist them in tueir protection of
the village. These included ammunition, cement, and
medical supplies.

L, Summary

(1) During the first part of the reporting period
efforts were hampered due to the lack of trans-
portation. GySgt. G. F. Raymond relieved GySgt.
L. A. Robison as NCOIC. of MAG-16 Civil Affairs.
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(2) One serious incident occurred during November

in Nui-Kim-Son which involved two boys from the
area., Two U, S. Army trucks were destroyed by
satchel charges on 28 November 1968. The second
truck was destroyed while evacuating personnel from
the first trucks The two boys, ages 13 and 15 were
detained and taken to Hoa Vang District Headguarters
where interrogators confirmed them as Viet Cong.

(3) Large donations were received from the United
States of clothing, toys, and medical supplies,
They will be distributed in tue vililage in the
near future,

J5-/3- /VLZM—
B. B. NELSON
Copy to:
MLG-16 S-3 (6)
1st MAW (1)
File (1)

N el A i

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

— = —

HEADQUARTERS
Marine Aircraft Group 16
1at Marine Aireraft Wing, RiFPac
¥FPJ, San Francisco, 96602
33WES:abn

23 Nov 1968

From: Ideutenant Colonel Willaim E. SMILANICH 061039, USMC
To: Comranding Officer, Marine Alr Group 16

Subj: Operation Meade River; operational debrief of

I. IDLANNING PHASE

On 14 November 1968 a briefing wme held at the 1st Marine Division at
1300 as the initial planning for a cordon operation in the "Dodge City" area
vithin the 1st Marine Division A0. 'he baslc concept of the operation in-
cluded the use of 9 Marine Battalions, (4 of which were helo 1ifted) and 3
ALVN Battalions to completely scal off an area bounded by the river along
the 61 grid line to the North, Route 1 Delta tn the Wast, Houte 1 to the
Bast and Youte 4 to the South,

At 1600 on 16 November the initial planning conference was held to plan
the specific detalls of the operation at LZ 410, the 18t Marines CP. (O,
1at Marines was designated as overall Uroop Commander. Aviation attendees
at this conference included the NACA (MAG-16); NMAG-16 S-3, TACA§ UM-1% Cun
Ship Comdr; MAG-36 S<33 HMM-265 X0; MAG-39, Maj WELLS; Ass't Div idr Officor's
MAJ JILEY, MAJ RANTA; III }MAF Helicopter Liaison Ofticer, MAJ ZYKETWITZ; ULF
"Bravo" Co; 1st Marines 14; IMAJ NiWTON, 1otMAW,

In order to provide a cordon in & minimm time frame, Division requested
the assignment of the following:

7 Ch=53's
}or 60 CH-467s
40 CH-46's
12 TH.1E {G)
2 UH1E ()
- 2 UH=34
2 0V-10A
8 A4's {Road prep)
16 A4's (Close Adr Support)

"
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] In view of terrain considerations and Intelligence on suspscted ensmy

positions and vulnerability of CH-53 helicopters it wes requested that the
Cll-53 be utiliged along Route 1 Delta. This was denied by division which
insisted that 2/7 the SLF Battalion be assigned that area of responsibility.
It was further suggested that 2/7 be broucht ashore and staged at either
Hill 55 or LZ 410 on De1., In view of Naval objections that the SLF Battalion
be helo lifted as an amphibious agssault by the SLF Cll-46 gquadron this was
denied. .

- The HACA and MAG-16 S3 flew a road recon of the area on 16 November and
ascertained, although there was an increase in risk, the CHw-53 could be utiliged
along the first 2000 meters of Route 4 extending Fastward., This was brought to
the 18t MAJ G-3 for deeision and approval was received on 17 November.

Operations plans were formlated with the following considerationst

a. The area would receive a road prep at Lelour mimis 10 mimutes with
Imlour tentativwly scheduled at 0800, utilizing 8 A4's with forward firing
ordnance to detonates any mines that may have been placed alonz Route 4. The
division insisted upon no zone prep as such, since Route 4 was aome 9200
meters in length. Zone prap was consldered extremely delicate in tho Lastorn
9C¥ ares in view of the ROK Marine Corps position at "Ham Salad Charlie".
Prep ceased 200 meters east and west of the position.

The HACA presentated to the 1at Marines 10 pre-planned artillery fire mime
sions on areas posing the greatest threat to the hellcopter assault., Those
were to ba fired at L-Hour « 3 hours snd cease at I~Hour minus 2 hours.

Assignments of Helo Assets wore as follows:

Flight "A" 12 CHe46's MHM165 1ift SLP 2/7 along Route 1 D,
Flight "BY 7 Ci-53's [HMM463, 462 11ft 3/26 along area Bravo.
Flight "C" 14 CH-46's HMMa265, 364 11ft 3/5 along area Charlie.
Flight "D* 1, CH~46's HMM=164 1ift 2/5 along area Delia,

Ull.1E (G) would be attached by arsa to provide helo escort and suppressive
fire, NMAG36 gune were assimed areas Alphs and Brawvo, MAG=16 puns were asg=-
signed areas Charlie and Delta in view of area familiarity,

TACA (2 aircraft) would control road prep and on call CAS within the
Objective area.

Artillery check fire from LeHour mimus 2 hours until terminstion of the
helo assault.

Pinal planning with the 1st Marines was held on 18 November at 1500 with
represenatives from Div Air, III MAF, Wing, MAG-16, 36 and 39 attending,
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No objection on Annex K of Op Order 31868 were raised at this t.mo .

A briefing was held in MAGW16 COC Bunker on 19 November at 1500 with
all £light leaders of SLF, MAGW39 and MAG«12, Also attending ware
Wing end Div Adr persomnel, Overlays of approaches snd retirement lanes
were provided sach flight leader along with photo's of the objective and
landing areas, A briefing sheet was giwen each flight leader in order that
continmitity of brief be maintained at each MAG,

MAG~39 would support the helo assault with & CHe46%s to act as spares
and provide SAR capability. (2 in orbit over Hill 37 and 4 at An Hoa)

Staging of Helo's was as followst
MAG-39 6 CH..6 remain MMAF Dwi proceed An Hoa 0630 on DeDay.

MAG=36 14 CH-/6's depart Phu Dai arrive An Hoa refueled at
0700 on DeDay, 4 CH-53 depart Flm Bal arrive Dai lLa
Pass at 0700 refusled. 6 UH1B (G) arrive 4n Hoa at
0700 D-Day refueled,

MAGw16 14 CH46's depart MMAF at 0630 on D-Day for An Ioa.
4 CH-53's depart MMAF arrive Dsl la Pass at 0700 on
DuDay., 6 UH-1E (G) depart IMYAF arrive in objective
area at LeHour minus 15 minutes,

SLF "BM  Depart UsS Tripold with 12 CHe46 arrive ortit point
Alphe at LeHour mimus 05 minutes on D-Day.

IX. ASSAULT PHACE

Alreraft leunched from bases as directed in the planning phrse and all
wore at pick up zones at assigned times. The HACA launched from MIAF at
0700 procoeded to LZ 410 and picked up Fanama Hat 6 in the C & C aircraft.

A problem had erisen the evening before whorsin 2/5 hzd requested that they
be dropped 500 metere fyrom Ham Salad "Charlie® position to the East, Deci~
slon by Panama Hat 6 was requested and 2/5 was directed to conduct his operae
tion as presbriefed.

HACA arrived ovwer the objectiw area at 0725H on DeDay 20 November. 4
sweep of the AO showed that one of the trucks in the Motor 14ft had detonated
a mine on Route 1, However, troopa were dicembarked and proceeding to their
asgigned positions, .
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South of Route L4 a fog bank hed formed during the early morning hours
along the Hol 4n river and appeared to be drifting North and could possibly
obscure the landing areas along Route }. Fixzed Wing aircraft were on sta-
tion md the decision was mads to commence the Prep of Route L. (Notes
Route 1 D was not prep'd by drection of Divieion inasrmuch g8 it is a majow
LOC from Hill 55 South) Preparation commenced at LeHour minus 13 minutes.
Total preparat on of the area was conducted with the exception of the area
stipulated around Ham Salad "Charlie's" position. Prep congisted of Ak
glreraft utilieing 2.75 rockets. '

The fog bank continused to move in a North East direction eid obscured
portions of area “"Cherlie® as "Delta" area received the last of the prep.

Assault alrcraft arrived st their orbit points at L-Hour minus 03
minutes. However, at this timo, the Lastern portion of ¥Bravo" area and
"Charlie® ares becgme obscured under the fog. The TACA was directed to
descend and check the base of the fog, which was estgblished as tops JOO!
base zorc. )

CO of troops wanted all aircraft to land at L~Hour and the HACA would
not concur, but suggested that elements of YAlpha end "velts" be landed.
C0 of troops concurred, Alphe md Delta flights landed at L~Hour plus (2
minutes, wkthout incident. Alpha lj sbut down in the zone, cause unknown.
(However he lifted prior to the last wave being inserted).

Pravo snd Charlie flights cu.ntinued to orbit their respective orbit
greas. At Le-Hour plus 16 Sravo area ¢leared of fog and Bravo flight landed
in their acsigned arsa. Charlie ares was under the fog bank at this tims,
a8 was Delta area.

At Leflour plus 28 Charlie area cleared snd Charlie flight lended,
raceiving moderate to heavy small arus gnd avtomatlc weapons fire from
the North and South of Route L. ) UH-1E gun ships were providing suppres-
ive firs during and wbile the assault helo's were on the ground, Upon
1ift out of the mons, the TAUA was directed to use A-4i's for attack on
enemy positions, During the 2nd wave 4 & rcraft received substsntiasl
battle damsge with Charlie~S lsaving for Gl Hos;ital W th a wounded pilot.
Charlie 6 followsed him back. Hcho 1, 2, 3 and L (MAG=39 spares) were
directed to fill in on subsequent waves.

Time lapse between waves was approximately 12 minutes with the excep=
tion of Alpha flight, Immediately following the deperture of Charlie
f13ght from the zone Awl attack commenc:d and was terminsted after 1 flight
due to ground elements claiming they were receiving shraprnel. (It is of
significant nots that ground elements romained stending along Route L
observing the oir strike). Uli-1E's continued with suppressive fire until
Charlie flight retwrnedwith the 3rd wave of troops.

L
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Flight Delta's area cleared at lL~Hour plus 32 minutes and inserted
thely 2nd wave.

Flight Alpha snd Bravo 2nd wevee were landed at LeHour plus 33 minutes.

¥light Charlie's 2nd wave landed at I-Hour plus 1 minutes, receiving
intense small arms and automatic wespons fire along the center pertion of
Route L. Charlie 11, HM/w265, crashed at DBTO0S564 (cause yet undetermined).
As @ reraft departed the landing zone they continued to receive enemy fire.
duppressive fire continued during their egress. Due to close proximity of

ground elements to enemy (25-50 meters) orbiting Fixed Wing aircraft could
not be employed.

Cherlie £light was thon dirvested to drop ell remaining 1lifts at positions
500 meters from their Last and West area boundries. Subsequent waves
receivad intermittent sniper fire.

Immediately aftor tho departure of Charlis flight's second wave, Echo 5
(caR/iledevac Ciieh6é orbiting 11411 37) was directed to procced to the crash
site of Charlio 11 for medevac. Echo 5 received battle danage during his
approach, did not land and roturned to Hill 55. Iicho 6 was called in md
also ;gceived battle damage and was shot out of the gone - returning to
1111 55,

Zravo flight was completed at LeHour plus L7 mimutes (3 waves + 1 air-
craft) and released to parent Groups.

Alpha flight was completed at Letour plus 130 minutes snd released to
assume Tog/Admin/ifsdevac rols at LZ 490 axd L3 M2,

velta flight was complete. at Lelour plus 120 minutos. Delta 1 mnd 2
wore directed to Delta orbit. Hemsinder Delte flight released from mission.
Jelte 1 was directed to attempt medevac of crew and injured personncl of
Charlie 1l. A successful sporoach wes made from the south with Ui-1D's
providing suppressive fire., Delta 1 picked up 11 emergency/priority medee
vacs leoving 4 routine in the gome. D=l received enemy fire cn egress from
the pone.,

The entire helo assault was comploted ot LeHour plus 140 minutes.

The HACA and [iAG-16 CO returned to An Hoa airfield to asseas battle
damage to Charlie {light, 13 of 1L & rcraft roceived various degrees of

danage.
_Lcho flight received minor battle danage and returned to Quang iri.
JACA returned to MMAF .'
Becpectfully submitted,

We Be BIILAWICH
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® ® SECRET

HEADOU RTERS
Marine Aircraft Group 16
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FiffPac

FPO, San Francisco 96602
3:GCD:jry
5750
Ser: 003A01569
15 Jan 1969

SECRET-~Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1)

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding General, First Marine Aircraft Wing (Attn: G-3)

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1-31 December 1968; submission of
Ref: fa) g0 5750.1C (U)
(

Encl: ¥(1) !iG-16 Command Chronology (S) with Appendices

- 1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted.

2. LAG-16 is located at Marble Mountain Air Facility, Quang Mam Province,

Republic of Vietnam, é\&

‘LLC QUARIE
DISTRIBUTION:
st (5)
MAG-16 Files (1) o _
L\A_AG—16 S-B (l) Kr\:.‘r\-ﬁnx’Gp[‘!"f N L ohE AR lNTEQVALS,
LpuOUA EaAns,
- " -
TTLEEAR L Copy N8,
247 =69 "/
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HEADQUARTERS
Marine Aircraft Group 16
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac
FPO, San Francisco 96602

-
Lo

. !‘\

1:RJMewos
5213
8 Jan 1969
TN N GROUP S=1 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
Part 1 Organi,v,atlon Data

' MAG-16 Marble Mountam Air Facility, Republic of Vietnam

Period Oovered 1-31 December 1968

TASK ORGAN IZATICN

H&MS-16 Marble Mowntain Air Facility, RWN
MABS-16 Marble Mountain Air Facility, RWN
VMO-2  Marble Mountain Air Facility, RWN

HM~16l Marble Mountain Air-Facility, BUN
HMM~165 Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN
} Marble Mountein Air Facility, RWN
HI »362 ‘Marble Mount,aln Air Facility; RWN
HML-167 -Merble Mountain Air Facility, RVN
HMH-h63 Marble Mountain Air Fac:x.l:u.ty, RVN

comwn AND mx COMPCSURE |
pIIET. ":'NAME  RANK PERICD

00, MAGe16 - L0 QUARRIE, w. L, Col. T-31Dec68
X0; MAG-»16 . . DOSTER, G. Ce, T Li0ol 1-17DecbH8
FULTON, F. K.y Jr,  LtCol 18-31Dect8
Adjut.ant. o WORK, R. G, 7 (WOe3 1-31Degt8
- §-1 . BALCH, ‘Re M,. .. Maj‘ 1-31Dec68
§=2 CIVEILI, J. R, Maj 1-31Decb8
© §3 .. PBRADY, E,R; -+  LtCol 1-17Dec68
e E e Tt DOSTER Gy C., Jr. 1460l 18-31Dec68
8y -'DONALI)SON, Jo Ry LtCol 1=31Dec68
€O, H&MS-16 GOBAT, G, W. LtCol 1-31Dec68
€O, MABS<16 CUI\INEI(.‘:H.AM, W, LtCol 1-31Decb8
€0, WM0-2 DUMNT, T. Jo LtCol 1-31Decb8.
CO, HML-167 MIILFR, T. F. LtCol 1-31Dect8
co, HMM-362 SCHIARP, J. E. LtCol 1-9DecbH8
€0, HMM-36L STATZER, M. V. LtCol 10-31Decb8
€O, HMH-L63 PEARD, R. W. LtCol 1-31Dec6b8
CO, HMM-16L TRUNDY, R. T, LtCol 1-28Decb8
€O, HMM-165 PATRICK, G. L. LtCol 29-31Dec68

Appeyds y- 10
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AVERAGE iqa\t'rHLY STRENGTH
’ . T UsMC- USN .
SQ’UADRQ\I ‘ - OFF ENL OFF ENL
. | R Y T0 "0
MABS~16 ' 19 6L8 3 .26
VMO=2 . A ) b2 207 1 0
MML-167 - E 37 137 0o 0
HM-362° .54 208 1 -0
HMM=-36L ' ' 50 179 -1 .0
HMH-U63 - T " - bk 186 -0 -0
HMM-16L - ’ L8 . 177 1 0
HM4~165 S - b5 157 1 .0
Following Personnel Chédnges 1=31 Deceﬁﬁér 1968:
a, Number of Joinings: 321
b, Nwﬁber of Drops: : 297
ce Promotions: ‘,
Maj to LiCol: 1
Capt to Maj: 3
1stlt to Capt: 1
2ndLt to 1stlt: 1
Gy3ct to MSgt: 2 g
Sgt to SSgt: 2
Cp) to Sgt: 2
Lopl to Cpl: = 26
PFC. to LCpls 1 )
Pvt to PFC: 3
CASUALTIES | | 3
1stIt ° .= NORTON, R. L. 5377137??76 VMO-2 h Pilot

HOSTILE: = 3 December 1968, 1012 miles west of Danang, Quang Nam Province, RWN,
Flying C’V~1O on TAC(A) visual recon mission. Wreckage of aircraft sighted by
0V=10 pilet conducting search“of aread: » Lt NORTQ! was killed in crash.

1stLt  ASTLE, J. C. - 094092/7562 o HMM-16) Pilot
LCpl PAIERMO, Ce Loy Jr. 2363881/6320 HMM-16L Gunner

HOSTTIE : Flying on "CH-W6A on resupply mission when aircraft was hit by enemy
small arms fire. Pilot received schrapnel wounds of chin and left upper arm,
Gunner .received schrapnel wound to right buttock,

~ ) S ~
) . .

3
-
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RANK NAME . " SERNOAMOS ‘e POSTTION
5zt PIERCE, K. D. 212250171391 MAES-16 NE
Cpl o HE’.STER, J. C. - 2160525/1391 MABS=16 N/A

NON-HOSTILE' - 21 December 1968, in Hog, Quang Nam Province, RW, Working in-
fuel pit when pit caught fire, Sgt PIBRCE received 2nd and 3rd degree burns over
90% of body and Cpl HESTER received 3rd degree burms over 95% of body.

Sgt PITRCE died on 27Decé8 and Cpl HESTER died on 2l4Decé8

1stlt  CASCIANA, C. A. 0100107/7562 HMI1-36L Co-Pilot

HOSTILE: ‘31 December 1968, 6 miles nart,hwest of An Hea, Qumg Nam Province, RWN.
Fiying on CH-L6 on medevac mission when aircraft received enemy small arms fire
while in landing zZons, resultlng in schrapnel wound to left forearm, -

; MOGKENHAUP:/ -
irection. V.

@
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RANK NAME SERVO/MOS UNIT POSITION
Sgtiaj PHILLIPS, H. SLE28779999 TMO=2 Gurmer

HOSTILE: 8 December 1968, 10 miles southwest of Danang, Quang Nam Province,

RVWN. Flying as gunner on UH-1E when aircraft received small arms fire resulting
in wound to right buttock,

Cpl SWANEY, K. B. 2138625/6320 HMM-164L Crew Chief

HOSTILE: 9 December 1968, 10 mile$ scuth of Danang, Quang Nam Province, RWN,
Flying on CH-46 on troop 1ift missions Sitting in zZone when enemy mortar attack
started resulting in schrapnel wound to back.

LCpl WEGENER, J. B. II  193027L/3071 HMM-165 N/A

HOSTIE: Reoccurvinge of old injwry to left hand sustained while gunner on CH-U6
on recon mission on 10 Octcber 1948,

Crl HiAN, R. A, 2203555/6320 HMM-16L Crew Chief

HOSTIIE: - 13 December 1963, 21 :niles southwest of Danang, RVN. Flying on
CH-‘-EB on resupply mission when afrcraft lost RPM's going into limited space
zonew COrew Chief sustained a sprained back when aircraft was farced to hit trees.

1stLt ARMENDO, R, W, 0101599/756L HMM-36L Co-Pilot

HOSTIIE: 217 December 1963, 10 miles soutiwest of Dananf, RW, Flying on CH-46
on troop lift mission when aircraft received small arms fire going into zone
resulting in schrapn:l wounds to face,

. 1stlt SULLIVA{, Ds Pa  094207/7562 HMM-165 Co=Pilot,

HOSTILE: 19 December 1968, 21 miles southwest of Danang, Quang Nam Province,
RVN. Flying on CH-L6 on Recen insertion mission when aircraft received intensive
small ams and autamatlic weapons fire resultmg in traumatic amputation of third
toe, right foots

1stLt REINHARD, W. A., Jre 095010/7562 HMM-36L Co-Pilot

HOSTILE: 21 December 1968. 10 miles southwest of An Hoa, KW. Flying on CH-46
on resupply mission when aircraft had ‘Gouble engine failure causing aircraft to
crash into perimeter of landing zone. Sustained abrasion to left leg and lumbar
area, o N

1tCol BRADY, E. R. 05166,/7562/7530/7500 HAMS-16 Pilot
HOSTTLE: 21 December 1968, 7 miles south of MMAF, Queng Nam Province, RVN.-

Flylng Gi-l6 on troop lift when aircraft received enemy fire resulting in wound o
to left forearm.
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
Marine Aircraft Group 16
Marble Mountain Air Facility
Republic of Vietnam
Period covered: 1 Thru 31 December 1968
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PART T

Organizational Data

1. Command Compogition

BILLET

€0, MAG-16
X0, MAG-16
X0, MAG-16
Adjutant

3-1 Officer
S5-2 Officer
S-3 Officer
5.3 Officer
S~/ Officer
0, H&MS-16
€0, MABS-16
€0, Vi0-2

€0, HML-167
0, Hii-362
CC, Hli-364
o, miH-463
Co, H-164
CO, HMi-165

2. Task Orgsanization

HRLiS-16 -

MABS-16
VMO-2

HMi-164
HM-165
HMi-36/
HM =362
MML-167
HMH-463

3. Average Monthly Strength

Squadron

H&MS-~16
MABS-16

V. L. MAC QUARRIE Colonel
G. C. DOSTIR Jr. LtCol
F. K. FULTON Jr, LtCol
R. G. WORK CH0-3
R. M. BALCH Major
J. R. CIVELLI Me jor
E. R. BRADY LtCol
G. C. DOSTER Jr. LtCol
J. R, DONALDSON LtCol
G. . GOBAT LtCol
. CUNNINGHAM LtCol
T. J. DUMONT LtCol
T. F. MILLER LtCol
J. B. SCHLARP LtCol
M. V. STATZER LtCol
R. 7. PEARD LtCol
rR. T. TRU:DY LtCol
G. L. PATRICK LtCol
Marble lountain Air Facility, RVN
Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN
Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN
Merble Mountain Air Facility, RVN
Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN
Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN
Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN
Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN
Marble Mountain Air Facility, RVN
USMC
QT EL  OFF
56 421
19 648
I.1

DECLASSIFIED
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PERTOD

1-31 December 196¢
1-17 December 1968
18-31 December 1968
1-31 December 1968
1-31 December 1968
1-31 December 1968
1-17 December 1968
18-31 December 1968
1-31 December 1968
1-31 December 1968
1-31 December 1968
1-31 December 1968
1-31 December 1968
1-9 December 1968

10-31 December 1962
1-31 December 1968
1-28 December 1968

6-31 December 1968

o o DECLASSIFE
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USMG

Scauadron

MO-2
HML-167
M- 362
HMM-364,
HMH-/,63
HIMM-16/,
AMM-165
MAG-16

4. Important Visitors to the Command.

OFF

42
37
54
50
b,
48
_bo
395

L

207
137
205
179
186
177
157
2317

DATE

16 Dec 1968

NAME

Lieutenant General

H. W. BUSE Jr.

(Commanding General Fleet

Marine Force, Pacific)

‘#

5750
Ser: 003401569
15 Jan 1969
Usy

1 0

0 0

1 0

1 0

0 0

1 0

-1 _0
a 26

PURPOSE QOF VISIT

Present Awards and visit
MAG-16 Complete Engine
Repair Facility.
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Nerrative Summ r November 1963

During December of 1968, MAG-16 continued to support the IIT MAF and
major subordinate commands in the central I Corps zone. The First
Marine Division received the major portion of helicopter support. The
ROKMC, Army Special Forces, ARVN, and First Marine Aircraft Wing com-
mends continued to receive a proportionate share of the MAG-16 helicopter
1lift capability.

Operation "MEADE RIVER", First Marine Division operation (central
plains, southwest of DaNangS was terminated for MAG-16 as major support
objective on or about 10 December 1968 (see report November 1968 and
Part ITI, Special Operations of this report). Helicopter support
emphasis was shifted on 11 December 1968 to the newly organized "TASK
FORCE YANKEE" (TFY) under the command of Brigadier General Ross T.
DWYER, with command post headquarters at An Hoa Airfield, sixteen miles-
south, southwest of DalNang, TFY was tasked to occupy the mountain

renge known as Base Area 112 extending and additional sixteen miles
south, southwest of An Hoa, The operation was expected to extend over
five fonths with major troop movements and their resupply entirely
dependent upon helicopters because of the dense jungle and mountadlous
terrain ranging in height from 500 to 1050 meters above sea level, The
concept envisioned successive movement from one hill top to another by
the establishment of mutually supporting fire support bases. The
technique of clearing landing zones on the hill tops first employed
conventional aircraft delivered high explosive bombs and napalm followed
by a helicopter lifted team of engineers and security force to blast

or saw down remaining trees or obstructions in the proposed helicopter
lznding zone. Normally the helilifted engineer team is delivered by

the helicopter hovering over the zone, above obstructions, and lowered
by means of the external hoist or rappelling technique. When a one plane
zone is cleared helicopters immediately begin landing operations.

During December five fire support bases were established in the ob-~
jective area, without serious opposition, with MAG-16 providing heli-
copter lift support (for statistical summary see Part III, Special
Operations).

Overall dQuring December 1968 MAG-16 recorded 7847 flight hours,
23,364 sorties, 50,854 passengers/trocps and 4980 tons of cargo.

During the calendar year of 1968 MAG-16 aircrews and aircraft of
MAG-16 in support of USMC, ROKMC, ARVN, Navy Forces in I Corps flew a

@E@MSSHFHE EIOLOSTEE (1)
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totel of 240,717 sorites in 82,976 flight hours carrying 352,186 pas-
sengers/troops and 54,472 tons of cargo. They also carried a total of
24,852 medical-evacuations, and made 466 Tactical Aircraft Recoveries.

The following occurrences are listed by date:

6 Dec 68 - MM1-165 (18 CH-46A) from Special Landing Force Bravo
(SLF B) joined MAG-16 for operational control from LPH Tripoli.

8 Dec 68 - M1-362 (24 UH-34's) detached, joined Special Landing
Force Alfa (SLF A), LPH Okinawa off Viet Nam, for operational/admini-
strative control, HMM-362 represented the only UH-3/ squadron in MAG-16.

10 Dec 68 - HMM-36/4 (28 CH-46D's) joined for command from MAG-36
at Phu Bai, The additional CH-46D aircraft were shifted to assist
MAG-16 in support of operation "TAYLOR COMMON",

29 Dec 68 - HMM.16/ detached from MAG-16 to SLF B aboard LPH
Tripoli. H4-165 shifted to MAG-16 for command.

DECLASSIFIED

ENCLOSURE (1)

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

< 5750

1.

2.

Ser: 003401569
15 Jan 1969

DECLASSIFIED PART I1T

Significant Events

Personnel Changes

a. HNumber Joined - 321
b, Number Dropred 297
c. Promotions
(1) Mejor to LtCol 1
(2) Capt to Major 3
(3) 1stLt to Capt 1
(4) 2ndLt to lstLt 1
(5) GySgt to MSgt 2
(6) Sgt to SSgt 2
(7) Cpl to Sgt 2
(8) LCpl to Cpl 26
(9) PFC to LCpl 14
(10) Pvt to PFC 3
Awards
a. Legion of Merit Medal
Colonel . L. MAC QUARRIE MAG-16
b. Distinguished Flying Cross Medal

C.

Major R. D. TAYLOR HMM-165 @E@&MSSUF BE@

Major D. D. WILSON HMM-164
Bronze Star Medal With Combat Distinguishing Device

Staff Sergeant F. L. AMOS VMO-2
Sergeant L. E. SMITH VMO-2

—

ENCLOSURE (1)
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Navy Commendation Medal With Combat Distinguishing Device

3. Casualties

a.

Lance Corporal B. F. LANE MABS-16

Purple Heart Medal

First Lieutenant T. U. VALL IMM-164,

Pirst Lieutenant B. F. WEAVER  HMM-164
Sergeant J. J. DALTON HMbM-164,
Corporal R. A. HIAN HMN-1 64
Corporal D. L. DOUGLAS HM-164
Corporal D. L. .IRONFONGER HMM-164
Corporal H. W, WHITE HMM-164,

Air Medals

TMS.16 7

MABS-16 18

H-164, 30

HML-167 146

HME-463 156

Hostile

RAITK NAME DATE

1stlt  R. L. HORTON (KIA) 3 December 1968
1stlt J. C. ASTLE 4 December 1968
LCnl C. L, PALEAHO Jr, 4 December 1968
Sgtliaj H. PHILLIPS & December 1965
Cpl K. B. SUANSY 9 December 1968
LCpl J. B. "l3GaNsR IT 10 October 1963
Cpl R. A. HIAN 13 December 196%
1stlt S, 3, AREESNDO 17 December 1963
1stLt D. P, SULLIVAN 19 December 1968
lstlt . A. REINHAQD Jr, 21 December 1968
LtCol i. R. BRADY 21 December 1968
1stLt C. A. CASCIAIA 31 December 1968

I1I-2

PLACE

104 Miles ¥ Danang, RVN
Quang Nam Province, Vil
Quang Nam Province, VN
10 tiles SW Danang, RVN
10 Miles 8 Danang, RVN
Quang Wam Province, "VN
21 liles &Y Danang, RVY
10 Miles 57 Danang, JVU
21 Miles S8 Danang, RV
10 Miles S Danang, IVF
7 liiles S MJAF, RVI

6 Miles I An lloa, RVH
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b, Non-Hostile

RANK NAME DATE
#Sgt K. D. PIERCE 21 December 1968
#Cpl J. C. HESTIR 21 December 1968

* Indicates Killed Not By Combat

©
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PLACE

Quang Nam Provincé, RVN
Quang Nam Province, RVN

L. Morale-ielfsre. (Chaplains Command Chronology) During the month of
December 1968, MAG-16 Chaplains provided Sunday and daily religious
services at Marble Mountain Air Facility. Civic Action activities by

MAG-16 Chaplains provided 2,000 pounds of surveyed

P.X. goods to St.

John's Seminary, sup:-lied 500 gifts for children of Tinh Lanh Churches
and An Hai Church and arranged for 16,000 pounds of rice, bulgar, fish

sauce, and canned fish to be flown to Pastor Quang

(Tinh Lanh Church)

for the needy people in the vicinity of Ninh Binh village. The Chap-

lains ministry and allied activities are reflected

in the following

figures:

Divine Services Sunday/Att Weekday/Att Total Services/Att

Protestant 9 438 8 39 17 477

Catholic 15 576 39 481 54 1057

L. D, S. 5 40 3 21 8 61

TOTALS 29 1054 50 541 79 1595

Memorial Services Number Attendance

2 102
a, Schedule of Weskly Religious Services:
Sunday Catholic Confession 0730

Catholic Mass 0800
Protestant Sunday School 0900
Protestant Divine Services 1000
Latter Day Saints Services 1330
Catholic Confession 1730
Catholic Mass 1800
Protestant Evening Services 1900

DECLASSIFIER -
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Monday-Wednesday & Friday-Saturday
Catholic Confession 1730
Catholic Mass : 1800
Thursday Catholic Gonfession 1200
Catholic Mass 1230
Tuesday and Thursday
Bible Discussion 1800
Thursday Lstter Day Saints Services 1930
Saturday. Protestant Choir Practice 1830

5. Civie Action. (MAG-16 Civic Action Command Chronology)

a., Medical/Dental. During the month of December 1968, Doctors and
Corpsmen from MAG-16 assisted the Catholic Orphanage and the Hoa Long
Dispensary. In their continuing effort to win the trust and confi-
dence of the local populace, the MAG-16 Medical Department treated 1546
patients and provided dental treatment to 40 villagers and orphans,

b. Education. The Civiec Action Team presented nine "General Walt"
scholarships to the Hoa Long School principle. These scholarships are
given to students of high academic caliber who lack sufficient funds to
complete their education.

c. Projects., Primary effort was directed toward the introduction of
non~-native vegetables to the Hoa Long area and general increase of farm
productivity. New and wholesome vegetables are thriving in the Hoa
Long area. The use of insecticides has effectively eliminated crop
destruction by harmful insects.

d, Material Asgistance. In keeping with the holiday spirit,
three boxes of assorted toys and two boxes of candy were distributed to
the Hoa Long school. The village of Hoa Long received three truckloads
of lumber for the building of a new school room and the repair and recon-
struction of homes affected by enemy terrorism. In addition, fourteen
bags of cement, ten pounds of clothing, six sheets of tin and assorted
pieces of lumber were distributed to families living in substandard

orditonss @E@&SSU[FUE@ ENGLOSURE (1)
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6, Intelligence/Counterintelligence.

During the month of December 1968, 226 fire incidents were reported
by pilots returning from combat operations, a significant increase when
compared to the 156 fire incidents reported during November, Fifty
seven of the 226 fire incidents reported resulted in aircraft being hit,
an increase of 15 aircraft hit over the previous month. Enemy small arms,
30 caliber, and 50 caliber ground fire were credited with wounding
eight USMC crewmen and two passengers in MAG-16 aircraft.

(MAG-16 S~2 Command Chronology)

Statistical Data:

a. TFlight hours per fire incident: 34.7 down 8.3 from November
b. Flight hours per aircraft hit: 137.,7 down 21,9 from November
¢, Flight hours per aircrew spot £eport: 4544 down 22,0 from Hovember

Ordnance fire by lMAG-16 aireraft resulted in seven KBMA (confirmed),
seven structures destroyed, thirteen hoo¥ches destroyed, one hoo\ch
demaged, four secondary explosions, one raft destroyed, three surface
explosions, one underground explosion and three underground fires.

7. Air Overations. (MAG-16 Squadron Command Chronology)

IM-164 CH~464/D ML-167 U4-1E

Hours 1264.7 Hours 1648.1

Sorties 5132 Sorties 5083

Pax 13548 Pax0 3957

Evacs 797 Evacs 8

Cargo (tons) 332.0 T Cargo (tons) - -

HiM-362 UH.34D V02 UH-1E QV-104
Hours 820.5 Hours 782.6 1112.2
Sorties 778 Sorties 1714 470
Pax 338 Pax . 52 - -
Evacs - - Bvacs 1 - -
Cargo (tons) 2.8 T Cargo (tons) - - - -
HMM-165 CH-4A6A/D HMM-36/ CH-46A/D

Hours 1086.8 Hours 756.3 1.
Sorties 4138 Sortiss 2276

Pax 7398 Pax . 5583

Bvacs 752 Evaes 146

Cargo (tons) 352.8 T Cargo (tons) L34 T

IT1I-5
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HEMS 16 C-117D  UH-34D  CH-53A TOTAL
Hours 128.6 48.5 0.7 177.8
Sorties 6?2 37 1 100
Pax 730 1l - - Tk
Evacs - - - - - - - -
Cargo (tons) 19,4 T 0,227 - - 19,6 T
HMH-L63 CH-534 TAR MAG-16 TOT ALS
Heowuns
Hours 820,9 UH-3,D (5F, 84) Hours 7869.9
Sorties 3640 UH-1E (2F, 114)  Sorties 23,331
Pax. 12,932 CH46 (1) Pax kk,592
Evacs 2 Evacs 2,056

5
Cargo (tons) 38h1.7 T

8. Air Control.

Cargo (tons) L68L4.5

(MABS-16 Command Chronology)

. FOLLOW/N G- . .
a. During the month, thejoperations at Marble Mountain Air Facility

were conducted:

Fixed Wing Operations
Helicopter Operstions

IFR Operations
GCA Operations

Special VFR Operations

9. Special Operations

1, Loly
22,476
31

327

30

a. Operation "VICTORY DRAGON VI" was supported throughout the month

by MAG-16 aircrews and aircraft.

A total of 8,807 tons of eargo and 6,205

passengers/troops were lifted, requiring 394.7 flight hours and 2,149 sorties,

b, Operation "HENDERSON HILL" was supported by aircrews and aircraft

of MAG-16, until its termination on 7 December 1968,

During this period

MAG-16 aircraft flew 79 sorties, carried 197 passengers/troops and 11.}
tons of cargo and logged 69.3 flight hours,

c. Operation "MEADE RIVER/SWIFT MOVE" was supported by aircrews and

aircraft of MAG-16 until its conclusion on 9 December 1968,

During this -

time aircraft of MAG-16 flew a total of 1600 sorties, carrying l,L03 pass-

engers/troops and 117,3 tons of cargo and logged
Throughout the duration of Operation "MEADE RIVER/SWIFT MO

hours.
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1968 through 9 December 1968, MAG-16 aircrews and aircraft carried 6433
passengers/troops and 185,2 tons of cargo requiring 957.,6 flight hours
and 3506 sorties. Operation "MEADE RIVER/SJIFT MOVE" is considered to
be the largest and most successful operation of this type conducted in
the Republlc of Vietnam by the Marine Corps resulting in over l 000
enemy toops being killed or captured.

d, Operation "TAYLOR COMION" which commenced on 11 December 1968
began the first advance fire base concept of operations in the First
Marine Division TAOR. MAG-16 and the Third Marine Regiment were jointly
tasked with the plamning coordination for the establishment of the five
advance fire bases during December. MAG-16 provided ten CH-46D/A's,
three CH-53's four HU-1E's, and one OV-10A on a daily basis in support
of the operation., A total of 2389.1 tons of cargo and 10,756 passen-
gers/troops were lifted by MAG-16 requiring 1460.3 flight hours and
5514 sorties

10. Ground Defenge. (1MABS-16 Command Chronology)

Mobile Ground Defense Reserve Flatoons were mustered and trained
throughout the month to maintain MAG-16's quick-reaction defense capa-
bility. Work continued on the improvement and preparation of ground
defense positions.

11. Logistics. (MAG-16 S-/ Command Chronology)

a. Military construction at Marble Mountain Air Facility contin-
ued at a rapid pace throughout the month of December. Several struct-
ures were completed, the most significant units were four squadron
operation buildings and the group training building, Three operations
buildings are presently occupied and the fourth awaiting the arrival
of HMM-263 in January 1969. The Group training building will be utilized
for training, education and a hobby shop area for MAG~l6 personnel.
MILCON Status Reports showed the Motor Transport buildings 99% complete,
the Main Sewer System 95% complete, HMM-463 maintenance hangar 90% com-
plete, and one-half of the Dispensary 50% complete. Construction was
started on the taxiway for the crosswind runway and the aircraft main~
tenance hangar on the west side of the 4ir Facility.

b. Work continued on minor new construction, Public Works estimaters
and designers started work on two infiltration galleries, GCA PAD, 02/C02
Facility, water tower, Officer's quarters, 5 ton chain falls for each
hangar and vehicle/pedestrian runway cross1ng lights., A 120 gallon hot
water heater was installed in the enlisted shower and runway strobe lights
were installed and connected,
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c. The Logistics section supported and assisted the embarkation and
debarkation of four tactical squadrons. Heavy equipment and trucks were
provided to these units and general support was given as required.

d. Marble Mountain Air Facility, Air Freight Section processed

1534 passengers and 134.9 tons of cargo. 1,377,702 gallons of aviation
fuel were dispensed by MAG-16 TAFDS personnel.
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PART IV

Supvorting Documents

Contents

of H&MS-16 - Appendix ?

of MABS-16 - lppendix & gﬁ
of VMO~2 _ - Appendix 8

of IML-167 - Appendix R !

of IMM-16/ - Appendix B ( )
of iMM-364 - Appendix & ° \ N
of HMH-463 - ippendix ¥ &L
of MM-362 - Appendix & '/
of HMM-165 - Appendix 9/

of

of
of

of

of

of

MAG-16 S-1-Appendix JsO\Y Q,Q

MAG-16 5-2-Appendix Bl i
MAG-16 S-/~Aprendix 1® (\\\\px

®

SECRET

5750 :
Ser: 003401569
15 Jan 1969

MAG-16 S&C Log No.

-033-69
CO MABS Ltr WC:cac
over 5750 dtd 7Jané9
-024~69
- 035-69
--0034-69
031-69
025-69 .
. 001094-68
- 037-69
S-1 0 Ltr 1:RJE:wos
over 5213 dtd 8Jan69
-016-69
S-4 0 Ltr 4:J3G:mvn
over 4000 dtd 6Jané9

MAG-16 Chaplain - Appendlx Grp Chaplain Lir
\JFL» 19:iss over 5750
) dtd 5Jané9
MAG-16 Comm O - Appendix 1, b Comm O Ltr 10:JMD:ebf
28 qta 37an69
MAG-16 Civic Action - Appendix 15 CAO Ltr BBN:mhm

dtd 4Jané9
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INTELLIGENCE SECTION
Marine Aircraft Group 16
lst Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac

FPO San Prancisco, 96602 CONFIDENTIAL

k2

2:JRC:dpn
05750
02400469
4Jen69
CONFIDENTIAT
MEMORANDUM

From: S-2 Officer
To: S-% Officer

Subj: Intelligence Input for Command Chronology (u)
Ref: (a) Group Order 5750.1C, paragraph 6¢

1, In compliance with reference (a), the intelligence input for
the MAG-16 Command Chronology for December 1968 is submitted herein.

2., Antigircraft Fire Incidents.

a. 226 fire incidents were reported during the period,'ﬁp
70 from the previous month; 57 of which resulted in aircraft hite,
up 15 from the previous month.

be Enemy AA fire caused 8 USMC WIA
2 PASSENGERS UIA

3. Intelligence Information.

. hN L R . .
a. 169 aircrew spot reports of intelligence value were received
from aircrews and other sources; this is an increase of 71 from the
previous month,.

be No reports of intelligence value were received from indig-
enous sources.
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Subj: Intelligence Input for Command Chronoclogy (U)

4, Statistical Data.

ae. Flight Hours per Fire Incident: 34.7; down 8.3 from the
previous month,

b. Flight Hours per aircraft hit: 137.7; down 21,9 from the
previous month.

c. Flight Hours per aircrew Spot Report: 46.4; down 22.0
from the previous month,

5. Ene Caguslties and Damage Inflicted. MAG-16 inflicted 7 KBMA
(confs, T structures destroyed, 13 hootches destroyed, 1 hootch
damaged, 4 secondary explosions, 1l raft destroyed, 3 surface
explosions, 1l underground explosioniand 3 underground fires.
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