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MARINE AIR BASE SQUADRON 16 

Marine Aircraft Group 16 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac 

FPO San Francisco, 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 

GKR:s1h 
5750 
5 Apr 1968 

To: Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 16 (Attn: S-3) 

Subj: Command Chronology 

Ref: (a) 
(b) 

Enc1: v(1) 

WgO 5750.1C 
GruO 5750.1C 

Command Chronology 1-31 March 1968 

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), enclosure (1) 
is hereby submitted. ~ 

i J2f ;<?~V\.A,Jat--
• K. RAINWATER 
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MARBLE MOUNTAIN AIR FACILITY, DANANG, VIETNAM, MABS-16, 1-31 Mar 1968 

PART ONE 

Organization Data 

1. LtCol Samuel J. FULTON. Commanding Officer, 1-31Mar68 
LtCol William E. SMILANICH Jr., Executive Officer, l-3lMar68 
LtCol Joe G. WALKER Jr., Base Operations Officer, l-18Mar68 
LtCol Charles H. NORTHFIELD, Base Operations Officer. 9-27Mar68 
Maj Edward J. ANDERSON, Commanding Officer Zulu Company/Provost 

Marshal, l-3lMar68 
Maj Casey NIX, Communications Officer, 1-31Mar68 
Capt Robert F. WEMHEUER, Clubs Officer, l-3lMar68 
Capt Laurance A. NOWAK, Industrial Relations Officer, l-3lMar68 
lstLt George J. HOFFMAN, Weather Officer, l-31Mar68 
lstLt Ralph A. MILTON, Motor Transport Officer, l-3lMar68 
lstLt Charles R. WILEMAN, Ordnance Officer, 1-3lMar68 
lstLt George E. LENHART, Assistant Base Operations Officer, 

l-3U1ar68 
lstLt John M. WEATHERSBY, TAFDS Officer, Crash Crew Officer, 

l-31Mar68 
lstLt Michael L. SCHOTT, Assistant Base Operations Officer, 

1-26Mar68 
IstLt Richard J. KERCH, Administrative Officer, l-8Mar68, Assis-

tant Administrative Officer, 9-3lMar68 
lstLt Gerald K. RAINWATER, Administrative Officer, 9-3lMar68 
lstLt Eric D. DAUPHINEE, Training Officer/Legal Officer, 2-3lMar68 
lstLt Larry L. HUNT, Assistant Motor Transport Officer, 4-3lKar68 
2DdLt James H. WEBB, OIC An Hoa, 1-31Mar68 
WO-l Arthur W. BARKER Jr., Materiel Officer, 1-31Mar68 
WO-l Ralph PALMER, Base Services Officer, l-3IMar68 
LtCmdr George E. HAROLDSEN, Protestant Chaplain, l-22Mar68 
LtCmdr Rodney R. SCHEER, Protestant Chaplain, 23-3lMar68 
Lt(JG) William J. KLAPPS, Catholic Chaplain, l-3lMar68 
Lt Dennis L. RANDALL, Group Medical Officer, l-3lMar68 

2. Marine Officers - 18 
Navy Officers - 4 

Marine Enlisted - 6$4 
Navy Enlisted - 27 
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PART TWO 

Narrative Summary 

1. This report covers the period 1-31 March 1968. During 
this period, MABS-16 continued to support the facilities at 
Marble Mountain Air Facility and An Hoa Airfield. 

Significant Events 

1. Personnel. Three (3) Marine Officers, eighty-six (86) 
Marine Enlisted, one (1) Navy Officer, and five (5) Navy En­
listed were joined. Four (4) Marine Officers, fifty-three 
(53) Marine Enlisted and six (6) Navy Enlisted were dropped. 

2. Awards. During the month of March 1968, there was one 
(I) Navy Commendation Medal awarded MABS-16 personnel. 

3. Civic Action. The MAG-16 Med-Cap Team went to the 
following places on a weekly basis: Stella Maris Dispensary, 
Catholic Orphanage, Protes tant Orphanage, Boys Town Orphanage. 
seeing and treating a total of 2,628 men, women, ~&i children. 

4. Ground Defense. During the month of March 1968, at 
Marble Mountain Air Facility, additional bunkers are being 
built and defensive wire is constantly being worked on and 
improved. On 4 March 1968, the Marble Mountain Air Facility 
came under enemy rocket attack. 

5. SU1Pl y /Materiel. The following occurred in the Materiel 
Section dur ng the month of March 1968. 

a. The Marine Corps Property Section was inspected by both 
Group and FMFPac. The results were favorable. Marine Corps 
Property Section also assumed the task of Garrison Property 
Control for the Group. The Marine Corps Property Section has 
been instructed in a new system for SUbmitting follow-ups. 
This required over 150 Follow-ups. 

b. The Navy Supply Section was inspected by Group 
with favorable results. During the month of March over 200 
requisitions were submitted. 

6. Motor Transport. During the month of March 1968, the 
Marble Mountain Air Facility Motor Transport Section travelled 
64,893 miles, hauled 1,564,600 gallons of water, hauled 40,800 
gallons of MOGAS, hauled 35,800 gallons of Diesel Fuel, hauled 
1,925 gallons of AlC oil, hauled 2,407 tons of cargo, and 
transported 35,621 passengers. 

7. TAFDS. During the month of March 1968, this section 
issued the following amount of fuel at the locations indicated: 
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Marble Mountain 
An Hoa 
Total 
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115/145 

127,498 gallons 
1,690 gallons 

129,188 gallons 

• 
JP-4 

521,324 gallons 
~*,~5~ gallons $,7 gallons 

8. Base Operations. During the month of March 1968, a 
TRN-16 Low Frequency Homer was received for installation. 

a. Projects pending completion. 

(1) East parking apron under reconstruction from 
PSP to ASP by MCB-128. 

(2.) GOA to become operational - the following must 
yet be accomplished: 

." 

(a) Personnel (operators and technicians) to 
man GCA site for 24 hour capability are required. 

(b) RAPCON lines installed to DaNang AB. 

(c) High Intensity Approach and Strobe lights 
installed for GOA minimums of 1/4 mile. 

(d) Flight checked after all the above is 
accomplished and furnished. 

(3) Runway and taxiway repainting by Public Works. 
This project pending receipt of traffic white and yellow paint. 

b. The Crash Crew responded as follows: 

FIELD AC STANDBYS. 

MMAF 31 
An Hoa 3 

AC FIRES 
.3 

BeBee. 

none 

STRUCTURAL EMER 

1 
1 

VEHICLE ACCIDENT 

none 
none 

During the month of March 1968, this section continued 
supporting all Marine Aircraft Group 16 Aircraft Operations 
in An Hoa and Marble Mountain areas. 

. c. The Air Freight and Passenger Section loaded 
freight and passengers as follows: 

MARBLE MOUNTAIN TO 

Phu Bai 
Dong Ha 
Quang Tri 

WEIGHT 

83,160 
90,876 
21,412 

3 

CU.FT • 

7,682 
3,649 

869 
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PASSENGERS 

265 
100 

45 
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20 
3 

53 
213 
7C}!_ 

d. g "C:--t:1C:i.". ]:;U1"']_l1'::; the lIlontl! of !T£,:,~C~,} 1~&2, tJ:c.::'.s sDction 
continu3d ':0 S1..'..~):?ort ..,11 ::;1:rim) A.ircrof·t; ~rou:p 16 f-1ircraft 
opcrctions ~_~1 th8 An ~IoE' f.l~yl 1~l:r'01() ;~ountain ar8ClS. 

c. TO~;8:''''. ~hs total op6r'stions conductad ~t Ea:."l))) 
i.;ountain Ur ::'ccility during l~a:;:'ch 1960 £11'8 as ;':'01101.:s: 

?ixed "inc ~~erations 
Pelico)ter Operations 
~otal Cpcr~tions 
IFIl C::o:;,"'ations 

9. :Z'ood. '}ervic0s. There Here sppro;ciiil.£'.tely 204,600 meals 
fed at 1191"'018 Lountc.in .·HI' i"adli ty· L8~shall durinG; tho month 
of 1"8l"ch 196C, Fhjch includE:s 211 nOrY,181 Iilea1s t.nd pert·,::: 
rations. :11.0 y,lO S S used 15,000 Ibs of flour in the propera tion 
of breakfest p~~tr:, pie, cake, hot rolls, ate. The new Officers' 
liess vas officially opened on 17 ~:3rch 1968. 

n. ';Ta-cGr ""oint. Durin::; th8 month of ;'~f)rch, the Tr~.ter 
Po1nt D2r Q onnol processed a total of 1,789,970 ~allon3 of water. 
01' t~is total, 1,7117,.s70 c;allons of iw"Cer vIas :,:>otGble ':Tetor and 
42,400 gallons was non-potable wat~r. ~ll wolls ere functioning 
·oroperly. 

b. Paint c,hop. .ourin::; tho month ~f IL8rch, the paint 
shop personi.lol cOlnylotod SOT18 t-rrrcnty-ei.::;ht (28) :-Jork orders .. 

c.. f'loctric ShoT.). During the m.onth of rarch the 
Electric Shop co~~lated 05e tu~dr8d two (102) work orders. 

d. Plum.bin;·: ,.: hop. Duping the month of ~jarch the 
?lumbingo,hop persoDnel completed thlrty-h~o (32) \-,rork orders. 

e It }1efriG8rntion Shop. "JurinG the rilOnth of llarch 
the '1efrigeration Sl1.op -P01"sonne 1 completed s lxtoen (16) IfJork 
orders. 

f. Heavy Equipnent Shop. l)uring the month of 1-~arch 
the Eeavy :;2;qui-pment shop com:,?leted six hundred sixty-tNO (662) 
equipm.ent runs throughout the base to do various jobs. 
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g. Carpenter Shop. During the nonth of H~rch the 

Carpenter Shop personnel completed njnety-five (95) Hork orders. 

h. Ease La undry. During the month of i'.:[ll"ch the Base 
Laundry ~rocessed 51,300 ~ounds of c1othin~ and collected 
or:anizBtionel gear to be turned ovor to the civilian laundry 
service. Individual bundle service continued to be available 
to all ranks. 

11. :Sxchan~e. During the month of !Carch 1960 ,the exchanGe 
sales l.,rere ~66,25.75. Sales for James 'J. LEE tota18d ~2,996.20. 
Sales for Saohan Photo totaled ~2,229.80. ~ales for Huynh Phung 
Gift Shop totaled $6,382.60. Sales for Sax Tailor totaled 
$6,159.95. Sales for ;-JOC SVP LTD Do.rb0r "hops totaled ~~1,l~(39,35. 

12. Ordnance. Durin;; the Honth of Ferch 1968, the Ordnance 
Section issued 8 total of 3,5142.7511 T.-Thite ::'hosphorus Bnd Ei.::;h 
~xplosive rockets, 317,250 rounds of assorted s~al1 arms 
ammunition, 26,000 rounds of 5.56rllIn amrtlunition for FA!! fiping 
the 1:-16 Hithin this cOiTlmanCl and 2,564 Ibs ~ of assorted srn.o~i:C 
Bnd pyrotechnics. 
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1. This report covers the ?eriod of 1-31 }~ar 1968. During 
this period, the 1n Hoa Airfield FacilitieR, under the control 
of the Resident Officer-In-Charge, supported all transient air­
craft with crash, fire, and rescue facilities, weeth8r infornation, 
control tower fscilities, air freight assistance (in cooperation 
wi th the U. S. Air :5'orce personnel), and TAFDS refu.eling facilities 
for aviation (115/145) gas and JP-4. 

2. Throue;hout the nonth, the ~ff.\.G"'16 Detacl'lr.1ent painted all of 
their living quarters, tower, and truck revetment. ~he truck 
revetnent W9S constructed during the month, of ~5 gallon drul'rls 
fi lIed v.ri th dirt, and made large enough to acconoda te tt-'JO (2) 
NB,..5 fire trucks. '1'he TII.FIDS fuel pi t and equi:pment were 
resnndbagged, a9 well 8S being enlarged. An old bunker thet 
had fallen down, was entirely removed and the old sandbacs 
lNere used to hel', fill t'1e 55 gallon drums, used in the tI'uck 
revetrent. The UTI-IE rearming area was redesigned and new 
pallets of rockets were built up durinG this period, as needed. 
!-n..G-16 s uDported one ogera tjon known as IT Operation :qocklT from 
the 6th to the 10th of t~arch, as lr!ell as nUJ"l.erous other daily 
operations. 

3. HiGhlights for specific days of this reportinG ~criod 
are as follOlITS: t:i3ht of 3Yar68 and rnorninc; of 41=ar68, th.e 
airba~e sl1d the oistrj ct heado..uarter8 of JukDuk, caT. e. under' 
heavy ntt8ck. The V.C. morta:r'ed tho 8.irbase from 0130 to 0430, 
off and on, and conducted terrorist raids in all of the ville3es 
around the air"base. ~~hp.re were no ~:arine Ce.sual ties, hOHover 
there were approxiffistcly 8~ civilians Bounded and med-avaced, 
Dnd an addition31 30 civilians were killed. laler68, one 
battalion frOII the ,\rmy Americal Division, 196 lizht infBntry, 
r.oved out of the areR, and t~e 1·j} .. G-16 pereonnel holped "lith tb.e 
use of their 62[6 truck. On this 8m18 d.2te, ODe battery of 10;r"::1 
suns frorll nn" Co., also moved back to hill 65, uith the assistance 
of LII,G-IE: personne 1. 131~ar68, a US.II,F, ~\C -130 1·ms hi t by 30 cal. 
fire 'Jhile l;lekin~ on approach to the airbase. ·.!hile on the ;:;rot:nd, 
t~e 1).3· ... 16 Crash CJ'8H 2ssisted by pluG sing the hole j n the Hing 
t~nk Bnd th~"T foarr.ed dO\\n t.he 8re8 t.o pT'ov-ent oossiblc fire 0 

16I:"ar68, an '01, I" .. rmy, accidently misfired all four 2.75 HE 
rocke ts ~.rhi 16 t8xiing from t::'0 Y'30r:dnG area. ':'here was no 
danase to cny of the base property or surrounding civilian areas. 
l8iYlar68, an "Ll..ir A1nericn, Portar" n.ircrsft ~ras hi t by 30 cal. 
fire "rhile co:t:1inc into the airbase. N".G-16 Srash CrGv! vras on 
hand and helped p3tch u~ the winG tank. ~oam was used to prevent 
a possible fire. 2D;ar68, the Resident Officer-In-Charge left for 
R&R and had no sDecific comrr,-ents to add to this report. 
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L~. ::1esume of each air field facili t"JT for 1-31 tar 1968 is as 
follm,rs: 

a. Tho Nea ther section consis tine of three non F.8cJe 
climatology observations on the hour for each 24 hours, every 
day. They provided existing weather conditions for the control 
tovrer, l'JTAF weather offlce, and sub unit #1, HccS 3/7, durinG 
all hours of daily operationo 

b. The crash crew consisting of 9 personnel ryerforITed 
their function of having crash, fire rescue truck on station 
and manned during 10'.11 hours of airfield operations. ':::'hey· illso 
assisted iJith many med-evacs durinG thls period. The CY'::H1h 
ere'.'! responded to Gnd provided the fo110l'!ins: 

3 

20 gallons foam 
400 ~a11ons water 

1:: one 1 NonG 14 

c. The r:'.\Ti'1)S section consi stjn,~ of thl"8C personne 1 ,rovided 
and meint8inod a lot refuelin3 facility fuel farm for all 
trnnsicnt ai~craft. They replenished their fuel form by 
defue1ins from KC-130 aircraft.'urinz this ~eriod the fo11oYing 
Nas accmlp1ished: 

ITo.gal l15/1!!_C; Av30s :;:ssued 
1,[~ 70 

No. gals 11$/145 Av3es ~ec'd 
l'f one 

No.gal Jp-4 Issued 
64,370 

No. gals JP-4 Recld 
59,587 

On Hand 3U~ar68 No. ~als Jp-4 Cn Hand 
13,213 

d. The control tOvJGr section consist5.n3 of hio tov.rer 
control1eps and one radlo technician "9orforli'8d their duties 
of providing control t01rJer cmnmunicutions 1-rith inbound 8nd 
outbouno 2 ircraft durjnt:; IJ 11 hours of o1')cration. ':~he follo'tJing 
aircraft o"')orations for this report; l:'l.r::; pex'iod are subrei tted ~ 

Totnl No. fixed winG aircraft o~er8tions: 329 
Total No. heliconter o~cY'ations: 1,394 

o. One vI'oun~ C:or,ll;'lUnications }~an provided redio cor.n.nunic£ltions 
Hi th 1 PJ.G -4 7 r~ dio to 1:;] Aii' hourly, gi ~7ing 1fTeather observatlons 
re':orts and broadc8stlnc necessary adr.linistrative :reports and 
nessases. 
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f. One [~'8rinc crith a 3,000 lbs fork lift assisted the 15th 

.'.erial :1ort Squ9dron !'·.ir FreiGht and P8SS€JUse:r terminal persom:s 1 
vi th loadinf; and off loadin.~ cargo throu,:shout thts reporting 
period. 

g. -:::ne ~11ess Iilf3.n t·ms 9ssi,:ned to mess dut:( frOl"1 : .. ~t~-16 for 
this re,ortin~ period. 
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