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Photos ("'I) 
i~ ewspaper Clippings 

1. Narrative of significent events occuring during the reportinr:; l::eriod. 

The W'::S Princeton LPH-> arrived off the coast of Vietnam in the vici­
nity of Ghu Lai on 31 Aug, 1965 vdth helicopters, personnel and ~ear of 
HAG-36. Disembarkation began on 1 Sept 65 l,rhen CH-37 detachment, iTi·;O-6 
and i-1·u'.;-363 debarked and ferried their .:::ircraft and personnel to Da i~DJ1g 
Ea.st nnd Da Nang to be parked uIltil 3uch time as the helo mat was com.­
pleted. L rifle company of 250 officers and men vJere flown ashore "rhere 
they set up a perimeter defense at the proposed camp site. This cortpnny 
(Vas formed by personnel from Hl,G-36. /, 140 man working party was !'.'.lso 
floUl'l ashore to assist in unload.in:~· and stacking gear. Ammunition, ftGII 

nations and a limited amount of geu.r HClS flown ashore. The weatl;.er ~IHS 
less than desirable tnth high Hinds <1..Tld reduced visibility due to rein. 
LighterQge craft were available but could not be utilized becauce of 
heavy seas. The LPH-5 hoisted DDchor at 1930 and sailed to sea return­
ing 2 Sept and debarkation commenced d 0630. In spite of the lil:li:Oed 
lond:LnC; c:reas all of the gear and )crsonnel, with the exception of 
Hl'iJ';-36h i'las unloaded. HMH-362 ferried their Ale to Da Nang East for 
parkine; and security. HMiYI-364 de krkcd from the LPH-5 on 4 Sept and 
they aho proceeded to Da Nang East. E~~·.3-36, }W~ffi-36 and some sc~uac1ron 
personnel pitched shelter halves ~j'Y~ ost;:::'lJ1ished camp on 2 Sept e.t t-Ti1c:rli 

vIaS to be called Ky Ha airstrip. 
The SS Iberville arrived off the coast of Vietnam near Ghu Lai on 

1 Sept and because lighterage craft Here not available, due to prior com­
mi tment, put to sea returning 8,t 0700, 3 Sept and started unloading the 
bulk of camp material and gear. The manner in which the Iberville was 
loaded hindered Base Utilities from progressing with Base Camp. Utili­
ties did however grade proposed tent sites and when the first tents arr­
ived on 6 Sept and tent poles on 7 Sept they started erecting tents. 
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All personnel were tented in GP tents by 17 Sept. Construction grade lum-
ber was used by the Iberville for shoring and dunnage and the first bits of 
lumber delivered were pallet sized and useless for constructio~ The first 
usable lumber was unloaded on 6 Sept e and hardbacking of tents began on 
this day. The 8-1, 5-2, 5-,3, 5-4 and communications tents were hardbacked 
in that order. Shower units arrived on 7 Sept. at 1,300 and tlere in oper­
ation by 16,30. This was a great boost in morale however it '''!as short lived 
because on the 9th we had to supply 2400 gallons @f water per day (totaJ... of 
9600 gals.) to the 55 Iberville to provide steam for their winches. The 
Iberville completed unloading on II sept. . 

Helo Mat No ·#ll'laS completed on 12 Sept. and units from HMM-,362 and. 
vM0-6 started mo";lZing down trom Da Nang East. This was the day of our first 
tiRed Ops". IOOVl.-,36Z, HMM.-,364 & VMO-6 continued moving to Ky He. and all A/C 
were at Ky Ha by 25 Sept. The field. was named Ky Ha on 14 Sept. 

A temporary-mess hall was in operation on 12 Sept. The delay was due 
to the cook stoves being one of the last pieces of equipment unloaded from 
the Iberville •. Construction of thepermaneht mess hall started on 19 Sept. 
but was hindered because of the tOITential rains which began on 11 Sept. arid 
continued thru 25 Sept. 

Construction slowed down by rains picked up atter the 25th and by the 
end of the month we had 16,3 tents erected and twenty of them hardbaeked both 
at Base Camp and on the line. Flight operations continued and at the end of 
the month MAG-~6 flew a total of ,3,598 hours and 6,,381 sorties and hauled a 
total of 9,087 troops/passengers and 1,161,688 pounds of cargo. 

2. Organizational Data. 

a.. Unit Designation Location Date 

KyHa 1 Sept-30 Sept 

KyHa 1 Sept-,30 Sept 

Da Nang East 2 Sept-16· Sept 
~Ha 16 Sept-30 sept 

Da Nang 1 Sept-28 Sept 
Qui Nhon 28 Sept-,30 Sept 
~ 

LPH-5 1 Sept-4 Sept 
Da. Nang East 4 Sept-IS Sept 
KyHa IS Sept-,30 Sept 

VMo-6 Da. Nang East 1 Sept-20 sept 
KyHa 20 Sept-30 Sept 
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~~~~riod covered qy this report: 1 Sept-30 Sept 
~..,. Co Task Organizations 

do Commanding Officers and Staff £11-\0--36. 
Commanders and staff of attached units 

e.· The average monthly strength of HAG-36 was 1460. 235 Officers, 
1225 Enlisted. 

Commanding Officer and Staff ~U~-36o 
Commanders and staff of attached units. 

CO 
XO 
::.DJ 
S-l 

5-3 
s-4 
CHl:.P 
jJR 
i'lTO 
EMj 
OH.D 
!'L;Wlll 
LEG 
C01i;l . .o 

JOHNS01'lf, W. G. 
hRl'W.GOS'l', '\II!. I. 
§.lYIBROSE, R. H 0 

TOUCHTON J E. H. 
SCHULER, J. L. 
COSTELLO, K. V!. 
NAVORSKll., D. R. 
HOWP/.11.D, M. 
SCHENK, T. 
HOFFETT, F. L. 
RtJJDl...LL, R. T. 
PARKER, Go R. 
G"!~.HDmE:tt, J. C. tJ'~. 
TROYE..q 

CIVIL J .. FFk.J:RS 
AVN Sb.1r 

Nh'rOPS 
S:::'CURl'.l'Y 0 

l'1EBKS, C. 1. 
FLUINSirJORTH, F. '.[. 
GOODSELL 
VOIDRA 
JESSEN, T. F. 

CO 
XO 

CO 
XC 

CO 
XO 
OPS 

H&MS 

r1JOONEY, T. G. 
SIVERT, P. G. 

KfNNEDY, J. A. 
(JJ:liJ.J E, i'J. B. 

HMH-362 

PJ,D'\-JDRTH, J 0 

DUVAL, R. L. 
SMITH, W. Ifl. 

L'l'C·.1 
W .. J 

LTC01 
MAJ 
IvmJ 

3 

COL 
LTCOL 
2NDLT 
HAJ 
C1..PT 
LTCOL 
l1&J 
LTCDR 
LT 
CAPT 
lSI'LT 
C1.JO 
ML\J 
1STill' 
CAPr 
¥lGtJ 
YJAJ 
IviAJ 
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GO LUCAS, W. R. mCOL 
XO HATCH, R. D. MAJ 
OPS NEEDfW1,11. J.I1AJ 

CO 
XO 
OPS 

VHO-6 

ZITNIK~ R. J. 
PRESSm, R. E. 
HARKEY, H. S. 

1TCOI;. 
HAJ 
MAJ 

3.. Sequential listing of significant events for the period covered. 

1 Sept: The USS Princeton (LPH-5) commenced debarkation. HMM-363 de­
barked for Da Nang. VHO-6 debarked from LPH-5 for Da Nang East 
for storage of A/c a'tvaiting completition of Mat #1 at Ky Ha. 
CH-37 detachment debarked LFB-5 for Da Nang East to become an 
integral unit of MAG-l6. The NAG-36 Rifle ComparJiV debarked USS 
Princeton to set up a perimeter Defense around the camp site. 
A 104 man working party went ashore and began initial unloading .. 

2 Sept: H&1l1S-36, MABS-36, debarked from LPH-5 and began to dig in to 
stay at Ky Ha o ill'ITIl-362 debarked for Da Nang East for storage of 
Alc awaiting completi tion of 11at #1.,. A security force from MAG-
36 Rifle Company departed for Da Nang East to provide security 
for parked helicopters. This force consisted of one officer and 
twenty enlisted men. Vl'10-6 began cross training with -the U.S., 
Army 7th Aviation Platoon flying training hops only" 

3 Sept: The T. A •. K. S.S. Iberville arrived off the coast of Vietnam near 
Chu Lai and commenced off loading the bulk of V~G-36 materials 
and equipment. Base Utilities lvere grading the land preparatory 
to erecting tentage~ ffi<TIIJ:-364 A/C supported the U.S. Army fly off 
the LPH-5 at Saigon. 

4 Sept: The Seabees began laying Aluminum matting on Mat #1. HMM-364 
completed unloading the last of l'IAG-36 gear from the LPH-5 and 
debarked for DaNang East parking their A/C awaiting completition 
of Mat #10 
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The MAG-36 Rifle Company recieved its first sniper fire on the 
Eastern perimeter and first W.I.Ao accured this day. ~10-6 
continued cross training hops with the .I\rmy Aviation Platoon and 

~~"\ . flew Med eVacs and helo escort supporting MAG-16 " 

5 sept: A security force consisting of one officer and 40 men from MAG-
36 Rifle Company was sent to Chu Lai airfield for a period of 10 
days'. HM!:/f-362 and 364 began flying administrative runs from Da 
Nango 

6 Sept: Tents began arriving from the sa Iberville and a limited amount 
of tents were erected. Tent poles still on TeA.Ko First beer 
sales (2 per man) 

7 Sept: Tent poles unloaded and tents now. going up at a good rate. Sho­
wer units unloaded at 1200 and showers were in operation at 1630. 
This was a big boost in morale. 

9 sept: Base Utilities began hardbacking of 8-1, 8-2, S-3, 8-4, and Com­
munications tents. The laundry unit was put in operation. All 
pilots from VlYIO-6 had completed cross training with the Arrrry 0 

11 Sept: Work was started on the Temporary Mess Hall and we also got our 
first Monsoon rains. 

12 Sept: The Helo Mat #1 was com~leted and MAG-36 begins operations from 
~ Ha Airfield. First official visitor to Ky Ha was Lt. Gen 
Mangrum. The first hot meal served to personnel in 'l'emporary 
Mess Hall. Base Utilities blew its first Dry Well. The T .A.K. 
USS Iberville completed unloading. ffivIM-362 started mOving A/e 
and personnel from Dal'~ang East and Vi'10-6 provided VIP Ale for 
CNO Admiral McDonald and assistant CIVIC Lt. Gen. IVIangrum. 

14 Sept: The field was officially· named Ky Ha. HMM-364 Alc and person­
nel began mOving to Ky Ha from Da Nang East. Rains continued 
and muddy ground nearly bringing construction work to a stand­
still. V1'10-6 began moving its Ale and personnel to Ky Ha and 
sta~ted operations immeQiately. 

IS Sept: Two Ale were committed on a dail~ basis to MJG-12 fo~ S.A.R .. 

17 Sept: All personnel are under GP tents. All of HMM-362 now at Ky Ha 
and operating full scale. 

19 Sept: Work was started on the permanent Field Mess Hall which will 
have a seating capacity of 400 personnelo 
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20 Sept: Base Utilities blew its second. well and we now have our own 
water source. HMM-364 now at Ky Ha. in full strength. 

24 Sept: A helo from mtI-362 pilote~ by Capt. J. Durrant rescued Com­
mander J. Gallagher, C.O. V" A. 196, U.S.S. Bonne Homme Rich­
ard. from the waters near Chu Lai, after he parachuted from his 
crippled jet. 

25 Sept: AU MAG-36 Ale and. personnel, less HMM-363, are now at Ky Ha 
operating tromone mat 600 x 900 ft. In spite of the erQwaed 
conditions flight operations continue Gna large scale. There 
are 65 Ale parked and flying from Ky Ha, l·fat #1. The field 

28 Sept: 

30 sept: 

PX was opened on this cl.ay and many. needed items went on sale. 
'rbe rains 1'inially stopped and'personnel liere busy trying td> 
dry out their gear and clothing. 

~..-363 was displlaced to Qui Nhon to sUPp0rt U.S. A:rrrr;r task 
torce Alta. 

;:'. 

5pe~iai 5er'lZlces ope~d and fifst -inQ"JIies were' sh~wn at KY Ha. 
At t.he end of the month of Sept. thEire were "163 tents erected. 
20 of them were hardbacked including two dispensar.ytents. 
The sigrlificant operatians 'V'/ere IIHa.rdfock II and. "Quickdra.w". 

Special Notes. 

The 5-2 section prepared a booklet of maps on which the latest photo 
:imagery overlays are plotted. This is used in conjunction with pho~a on 
HLZ's etc. . 

In spite o£ the drain of manpo\'rer from all units to eupport the ~ i8o.. 
man ri1'le company, opera:liions continue 1'airly close to normai although a 
heavy burden is laid on key personnelo . 

Our engineering dept. rigged up a. drying tent by erecting a G.P. 
tent close to a Generator and ducted the hot air. blown over the ent;ine 
into the tent. This allows drying facilities for clothing, boots, etc.; 
in wet weather, a verry necessa.ry cemmodity in this climate. 

Another ingenious idea which the engineering dept. oame up with was 
the water cooler. A lister bag was erected 6 feet 01'.1' the ground and a 
hose connected to the water cooler. Hater flows by graiXlity with suft­
icient pressure to operate the electric cooler. 

The communications section is doing a real job with 40 phones and 2 
switchboards, but in order to be 100% etficient the.f.will need 100 phones 
and a switch board capable of 80-100 lineso 

Ifn~J8m 
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Medic 
Plea 

"Make' 'Better, Doc'; 
.Answers Vietnamese 

ehu Lai (USMC.IO) - He has no hospital or clinic, 
lInstead. he sets up his medical kit in the middle 
of a dirt road, But to residents of the small fishing 
'village of Ky Ha, he is a form of help they have 
never had. 

When Marine Aircraft 

'Group 36 moved: into the 
·spr:awIing air complex a,t 
'Chu Lai. recently, Bin 
LOUL:l, a· Navy corpsman 
with the Group's medical 
'department, noticed that 
the adjacent haJUlet had no 
'medical facilities whatever. 
:He began. visiting and 
;-,;.reating the vilJ.agers, 

• 
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His medkJ:a.tions are MO­

dest - m.ostly adhesive 
ba.ndagas and advice - but 
'to thlll villagers, he's prac­
ticaJly as importa.D/t as a 
ma,yor. The old m~ and 
women :tnd the youngsters 
haVe, in th.,) past, consider­
ed mediical aid of any sort 

(Cont'd on p-7. Col. 1) 

.~~d' (ConI' J from ":,, Col. 5) 
only when death wa.s emi­... 

Someday, Louis hopes 
that Ky Ha will have an 
oestablished medical clinic. 
But, it may not happen 
today... or even tomorrow. 
tAt! night, Viet Oong snipers 
move into the paddieS sur­
rounding Ky Ha. to shoot 
~t the Marines. 

Louis knows that the vil. 
lagers aren't gOing to put 
up with it much longer 
though. He realizes it f'Nery 
time a child skips ci'Own the 
dirt road in th~ morning, 
holding a. scraped knee or 
arm and crying the only 
!English he or she knows: 
",Make bette~. Doc." 
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Leatherneck Saves Passenger From 
Death Aboard Burning Helicopter: 

Cbs Lai (USMC .. IO) - A U.S. Marine Corps helicopter troop ship gradually 
settled into an assault landing ZOll.!3, large enough for only one plane at a time .. 
when a sudden draft of turbulent air sent the loaded ship skidding down a 
sha.rp embankment, and the co-pilot yelled, "Mike, we're on fire I" 

It was the type of warn-
ing that forecasts diSlaSter, 
but the Marines aboard the 
chopper averted what. could 
have caused the tragic death 
of evel'yoneaboard. 

Within seconds, five pas­
sengel'S! and four crewmelll 
were off tlhe flaming s:l;1ip, 
the infantrymen still clut­
ching their weapons.· But 
therie was one Marine un­
acoountOO for. 

1st Lt. Mi~ D. Fowler, 
the pilot, ran to the smok­
ing troop o~mpartment and 
found the unconcious Ma­
rine, barely visible in the 

fla,mes. Fowler grabbed the 
Marine by his pack harness 
to pull him' out, but the 
victim's gear was tanglf)d 

in the seat. 

The unconCi()Us man's 
clothes were starting. to 
catch fire and Fowler cmd­
led him in his arms an~ 

pulled with every ounce af 

strength he had. The seat 
broke roose' and trailed after 

. the pilot as he carried the 
man from the wrcckage. 

A crew chief· from an­
other heliCOPter which ll3,nd-

ed in the landing zone raced. 
to the scene of the· crash. 
"By the time 1 got, there," 
he recounted, "tlhe 'fire had 
started to set off the ammo. 
Bullets were flying all over 
the place!. I saw the. co-pilot 
ina sort' of daze, yeliling 
for Lt. Fowler. He was in 
the open and I guess I hit 
him full tilt. We both 
wound up :flat! behin~ a. 
r:OCk. " 

A replaoement Marine 
squad was :flown in and the 

assault mission continUed. 

'\ 

: Copter. Ha~ 1 
Pinups lo/V/~) I 

--~--.... --, -~'-=--O--aJ-'1:S aJ aJ' CHU LAI, Vietnam (ISO) -
~ r.r.i ~ .s 'e :s ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ . "g ~ ,~ ~ S c ~,....:... 0 Q.l O.l ~ ~.c :l).c.c ~ Whenever Marine infantrymen 
.-< ::i 15 = 2:: 5 P 0> 2:: :J3?;>.!!l 0= ..... 0'9. ..... ~ ... -a 8 OJ)"<::"<:: tl.O w ..... cu on'" = h d d fbI I' b' S < ,0'- '" '- - - ~ - ~ -..... aJ .. ~ ;:: ..... t:: ~ • = _ .... ::: ca c or att e c nn mto, gt. 1 ell ~ ]1 ~ ~ S c.? ;:: s;§ ~] 1a :..: E Q .s ~ .:>; ,0 S ai '@ aJ §.g § eIl.b William E. Barter's chopp(,l' 
o '0 0; h !l ... w 0 t::.:::._.<:: = w.2 '" .S CS c.? 2 til .s.S -'" ..... ",..c >. OJ) they begin swiveling their he!. 

.... S"g i'J ~ a 8 .- 'iO t;:::.b 5 ~ ~ gjI rJJ ~ ~ ~ w OJ) S ~ d .5 ::;"':i ~ 1l g:E E-< ~ § meted heads as if they were hav· 

e: ~ c: :;: ,.... So:; ... ~ t:: .'" p, 0 .;=:::: Q) .- > = ... ° .s:.> ~.S:! ~ CS OJ) on '" 0 ing heli-cinations. r"!::, ~ ~ ~ £.::: ~:-::! :::s C'G Q) U r:: _ • ~ 8;.::::::.::9 .... :;j __ "'.1. ~ Q) "0 \l) I:UJ ~ '" - - - - ~ .. .,~ .... ..... - ~ - - - ._Q) .!,:::= •. _ ~ on '" Q) = _ ,. There are beautiful women all ,.... ca ..... "0 ~ ...... ':-" - -< 0. S \Ii. U).c ~ 0,) ::: - ..... !:::= '@ tlo ,,~--- 'on Q) W ...... - ..... 53 
~ E ~ a 8 Z 2 Q) 0 "d Cd ...... ~ c: E d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -5:l) .~ ~ u S ~ @ ::: ..c: around them. 

E ·::: ca o~ <Ii ~ Q)J:i~]l ~cs~ ~B'ro Q)"" "Q) Q) S1!~ "8l~ ~ ~ S ~o Barter, of Santa Ana. CaL. is 
>.-:E § c ~ e ~ .a·8~~~ ~~.s ~~~ ~~§ucj~~ £.5: ~ ~15Q) ~cc _::: crew chief of a troop~carrying 

....... tA ...... OJ) c.o ::.> Q) ° ::.> = ell "0':::" ,S Z §:E.o ... ..c Q).::: 0 '" 0)",;> >'<7:t:.S copter in Marine Medium Hcli. 
~ c .. · 0 j <t:j W -; 1?.b ~ ,,:E~._".., '" ~ bJJ O()o::.>~ .2~.o-§"'" >~- ° S.s "gc.? °cu copter Sq. 362, and he's literally 
,.. ::> '0 .S <t:j :;:; '" tl.O.-!--~ =@;:::1;;5"''9 ... -< ~ 0..0 E-< <7.b"g ~ ~ gf ..... .b.5 eIl-;;::::"g a walled the UH34Ds insides with ....... :t ~ ca ::. ~ 2 > -;:;.§ J! coS..,- d -~ 6~~;:;;: "iii u .c.? .":l aJ .:;:;"g ~c_ o,c::,2j.!4~ pin-ups I 

!" u ~ a ~ 11 -S ~ E-< Ul;:g co = ° 2: ~ ell 0 1l;:i3;:g ~ II C'l.~ '" 0 - _:? ,.., co ~ "These ~uys riding in my bird 
~ ~ "" '" <t:j :;: - >< '" ...:l :.:1 .~ -< = ell ::t::;::::.Vj.!4 ril '0 on" :.>:.> I' , 

.~P'-------- -~~- - - - - co ~"-! co ~ <.>.- ... .,::: .. :' ____ .. _. .", > co - '" .... ,0,0 . are heading for firefights," he, 
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explains, "so I figured to give, 
them something to think about, 

i other than the minutes after th.cy . 
; get out. From the gallery-search· , 
I ing I've seen them doing, I guessJ 

.. the idea works." • 
~ . . 
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September 21,1965 THE ROTOR BLADE Page 3 

NEW MAG AT eHU LAI-Marines and helicopters of EI 
Toro's MAG-36 move ashore at Chu Lai September 3. Four 
helicopter squadrons unloaded from the carrier USS 
Princeton. In bottom photo, Col. William G. Johnson (right), 
MAG-36 Commander, talks with one of his pilots as the 
Group's UH-34D choppers move ashore. ! 

(PHOTOS BY SSGT. R.W. SAVATT JR.) 

MAG·36 At ChuL~ii 
Augments MAG --1lt:--

Story by WO Rob Robinson 

DA NANG, Vietnam-Col. William G. Johnson 
stood on the bridge of the USS Princeton, Landing 
Platform Helicopter (LPH),5, and watched as some 
1,400 Marines of his command, landed on beaches at 
Chu Lai. 

Transport helicopters of the unit, MAG,36, took 
off from the Princeton's flight deck endlessly 
throughout the day. 

No sooner had a chopper-loaded with equipment, 
supplies and Marines-launched into the wind than 
another UH,34 D was raised from the hangar deck and 

'rhoughl 
For The 

Week 

"Men should not 
think too much of 
themselves, and 
yet a man should 
always be careful 
not to for get 
himself." 

G. D. PRENTICE) 

moved into position. Helicopters 
were moved into take-off circles 
and were air b 0 r n e within 
minutes. 

Nearby, other Mar i n e s 
moved fro m compartments 
aboard two other troop carry­
ing ships-the USS Comstock 
and USS lberville. 
A strong wind whipped the 

South China Sea as they loaded 
small landing craft with other 
cargo. Boats circled beside the 
mother s hip and on signal 
formed a skirmish line to streak 
toward the distant shore. 

Taking in the beehive of 
(Continued on Page 8) 

-- ........ - ... ~o::::>' - ~ 1~r.nn~r.IAnr.p.Onl' I 
lias, been 'great •. This is an 
outstanding example of what 
we mean by the Navy-Marine 
Corps team. 
"I'm particularly proud of 

these men," he continued. "I 

/
'1 put them on their honor and 

allowed them to use their initi­
, ative and they have never let me 
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4It COMBAll' INFORMATION BA " 
m MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE AND NAVAL COMPONENT COMMAND 

M!LITAltY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Da Nang Press Center 
Da Nang, Vietnam 
Tel: Falcon 62.59 

CHU lAI, V1etl'lanl, Sept 29 - ... EleMents of three squadrons from Marine 

Medium Helioopter Group (MAG) .. :36 here became the f'irl5t Marine • copters to 

airlift a search loree into an area satura~ earlier by strategic B-52 
I 

bombers. i 

Twent7-eight • copters were us~ to haul 24(1. Army of the Republic of 

Vietnam (ARVN) soldiers who combed the bombed Viet Coni stronghold .four miles 

south of Quang Nga1. The troop-carriers were from Marine Med1Ul1l 

Helicopter Squadrons {HMM) .. )62 and -364, escorted by four armed "Hueys" 

from Marine Observation Squadron (V1C).6. 

The heli-landings were unoppol!led, and the four-hour search by the 

ARVN forces told why. 

Over the entire three-mile-long, half .. as-wide belt, there were signs 

oi hasty ene~ departures. Weapons, money caches and food ·supplies were 

left behind as the VC fled beneath the showers of steel dropped by the 

heavy bombers. No bodies were found, nor were there any live Viet Cong 

around to oontest the neutralization. 

Arter the ini tial assault landings, the 'Marine copters returned to 

Quang Ngai to stand by for medieal- evaouations or batUe£ield resupply. They 

weren' t needed however. until they were oalled. back to lift. the .A.RV11 ~p."". 

back home. 
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helo·, out 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

, CHU LAI, Vietnam, Sept. 27' - .. Th~~ords "bird down" are electrifying. 

They mean a helicopter is on ,the ~roUnd' in ene~ territory, and they tlip 

the switch on a. 'current of hustle.' 

A Marine Medium Helicopter SqUadron (HMM).362 ohopper piloted by lstLt. 

Will!am T. Walter (Abllene, Texas) is an example. A mechanical failure 
'.' 

forced him down in an area called' Whit.e Sancis, 10 miles northwest of here in 

the middle of recent Viet Cong activity. . . ~. . 
" 

In al!nOst as much t1lne'aeit takes ,to read about it, 'the four..;man crew 
• , .' J ". ),:.:' '. " • 

}'lad stripped the aircraft ofiarmament: and essential equipment and were in 
\ ' . ., 

~nother t copter. The companion aircraft set down beside l,stLt •. Walter's 
'. ' 

pHJ4'Dalmost as soon as 1te~ttledto the"grOund. 

Another 'copter wound tight circles around the disabled craft, it's guns 

discouraging any attempts the VCm1tht have of claiming the cripple. 

Within minutes; 'two Marine am.od "Huey", helicopters were flying above 

White Sands. They had. scrambled wheri' ~he !'Bii'd. Down" radio call went out. 

The companion .bird flying covE'r",low on .fuel, returned to ChuLai. Two 

additional UH)4D t s with maintenance gear were preparing to take off with 

MSgt. Michael W. Katznark(San Clellente, Calif.) squadron maintenance chiei. 

A squad of infantt'y Marines t always on stand.-by, for such emergencies, were 

also loaded ,aboard, to ~--n.de a ground perimeter defense. 
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- • helo out 2_2_~2~2_2~2 

::1.' , ... ;. :,., .' .' . .' 

Katznark repaired the engine suffid1enY to fly the cripple home. 

The half' -million-dollar f oopter laboted back ~ Chit L~, tiariked by enough 

aerial ordnanoe to disoourage possibie Viet Cong interferenoe. 

-usmc ... 
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well 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CHU LAI, Vietnam, Sept. 20 -- Next to digging Viet Cong out of the 

perimeter, digging water out of the ground is the big consideration of Marine 

Aircraft Group (MAG).36. 

The Corps' newest helicopter group in Vietnam is in the prooess of 

settling into its combat bs.s~,while simultaneously, flying assaults against 

the Viet Congo Water is a primary concern ••• enough to support the 1800 

heli~1nee ~bo've increas~d Chu Lai's population. 

So the first crane which came a.shor.~ with MAG-36 was put to work. Wl.th:tn 

two days it had scooped 50-feet down into what'll become the Group's 

reservoir ••• and gathered its own peculiar type of sidewalk superintendents. 

They are machingegun crews, on watch day and night to protect MAG-36's 

perimeters from Viet Cong probes. 

-usmc_ 
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< - Supporting Art 
MAF Release No. 691-65 Photo No. 1-308-65 

AFtER THE BOMBERS - A force of .Army of the RepubliC of Vietnam (Jl.RVN) 

so1die~s scramble into Posi~i~nafter leaving a Marine Aircraft Group (MAG)-36 
'. r ., 

hei:1.copteb Twenty-eight MAG-36 ·~opters lifted the ARVN troops to seatch 

a Viet Congstronghold which had just been smashed by a B .. 52 bombing raid. 

Hastily discarded va weapons, money and food were found during the fOUr~hour 

search. (OFFICiAL USMC PHOTO DY Sgt~ C. B. S~ons) 
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