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PART I 

1. Organizational Data - Period 1 to 28 February 1966 

a. Commanding Ot.f'icer and Staff of MAG-36: 

CO 

xo 

ADJ 

S-l 

S.2 

5-3 

s-4 
Chaplain 

Flt Surgeon 

mo 
~'''-

. EMS 

oat) 
':>;. 

Mil*1X 

. " ~;..'::f~4L 
.. .':';' COMM 

Civil Affairs ..... ;., 

Avn Safety 
,~~<' 1'(·, !'~'~::": 

,<;L":~,£,ts' . 
) ; ." .;;~' Securi tt 

'"I :.!r' f' r 
' .. ; 

JOmSON" William G. 

PORTER, Mervin B. 

AMBRCSE, Raymond ,ll. : 

BRAY" Richal"d P .~ ..... 

YATES, Charles E. 

SOMERVILLE, Daniel A. 

GARRotTO, Alf'red F. 

HOWARD, Marvin 

SCHENK, Thomas 

MOFFE'!"!', Forrest L. 

PARKER, George R. 

PARKER, George R. 

GiIRDINER, Joseph C. Jr • 

TROYllR" Paul. D. 

MEEKS, Clarence I. 

MmRI'l'Tj . MdA~ 

GbOnsttt, William" 

VOBORlIo.. Gebl-ge 

J:EsSEN, 'thomas: -F. 

SotTPS~ Aut-hony J. 
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~COL 

2ND:Gr 

MAJOR 

CAPl' 
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LT (USN) 

CAPr 

;?NDLT 

2NDLT 

MAJCR 

15TI:r 

MaJOR 

MAJOR 

Mli.JOR 

2ND~ 
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b. Commanders and Staff of attached units: 

co MOeN EY, Thomas G. 

XO HA.TCH, Roban D. 

ADMIN CUTOMB, David H. 

co KENNEDY, Jack a. 

XO COLIDS, Michael.. E. 

ADMrN SHAPmO, Bruoe L. 

co 

XO, 

Rf~ 
\""i" 

CO 

*9 
P1>-& 
" 

90 
'-; ',~ 

l.P 
CPS 

co 

XO 

HMM-261 

COSTELLO, Keith w. 
G UAY, Robert p. 

rJ~TE, Gerald S. 

i{EW, George D. 
", ; 

~~, Willis D! 
~ , , . 

GRA,~, Wallace H. 
, .,;:" ' '~ 

NEEDH.b.M, Michell J. 

MICHEELS, Herman M. 

VMO..6 

ZITNIK, Robert J. 

PRESSON, Robert R. 

PtftCELL, Robert D. 
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LTCOL 
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2. Task Organization and Unit location: 

~. , , 

Unit Designation Location 

H&MS-36 KY Hl" 

MABS-36 KYHA 

HMM-261 KYHA 

HMM-363 KYHb. 

HMM-364 KY Hll. 

VMO.6 KY HI. 

~verage monthly strength: February- 1966 

Uffit Mar. Ott. Mar. Enl.. Navy Off. 
" 

}l&M300:36 38 302 
!' .• " . ~ 

M4aS~)6 l, 364 4 
- ',~~. 

52 

50 

52 

32 

171 

155 

154 

150 

1 

1 

:l 

• 
Date 
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1 - 28 Feb 66 

1 - 28 Feb 66 

1 - 28 Feb 66 

1 - 28 Feb 66 

1 - 28 Feb 66 

1 .. 28 Feb 66 

Navy Enl. 

26 

1...ve:t;~~e monthly strength ot MAG-36 was 1$68 officers and men. 

'I 
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PART II 

1. Narrative Summary: 
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With each passing day the installation at Ky Ha has continued 
to expand in both functional and recreational aspects as this 
surmnary will show. 

Marine Air Base Squadron 36 provided camp maintenance, base 
services nnd airfield operations support to Mll.G-36 (Forward) in 
both phases of operation ItDOUBLE El..GLEII, as well as MAG-36 (Rear) 
at Ky Ha. 

During the reporting period the MkES-36 Utilities Section, 
t~ing advantage of good weather, completed the following projects: 

2 Bldgs l6X4o with tin roots. 
j ~ldgs l6X4o to house the Comm Section. 
8 Biqgs l6X40 painted inside. 
2 Eld8s l6X40 painted outside. 
~ Bldg$ l6X32 with tin roofs for Group Supply. 
~~~sna+l and Pot ShaCk completely rescreened, and sheds placed 
overall reefers at the messhall. 

The Mi~G~36 Communications Section's detachment of 19 men 
provided all required communications for Phases I & II of 
operation "DqUILE· El~GLE". 

During phases I & II of operation "DOUBLE El.GLE" H&MS-36 
maintaine~ a detachment of 5 men and support equipment in the 
field for,Sthe purpose of performing emergoncy field maintenance. 
Hembers pf the detachment were imrolved in an engine change under 
combat condition along vr.i. th the crew "tmen a UH-34D went do.m. in 
the piCk Up zone. This was accomplished during the hours of 
darkness and in spite of enemy sniper fire. 

The H&MS-36 engine shop, during the month of Fbbruary, tore 
down and 1:Iuilt-up 32 R-1820-84C engines; to db this. -2432 man hours 
wore re~. This equals the total number of' engines torn dawn 
and built-up during the period January tlu'u October 1965. 

"lAG' 3(f. 
A. night fla.re drop was flown by the -H&lga, )0 C-117D piloted 

by LtCol T. G. MOeNEY and Hajor R. D. I-U.TCH on 1 February 1966. 
Coordins,'t'es ES 6246 were continiously illuminated from 2345H till 
OlOOH.' 'While on station the aircraft. was under control of Sub-
s cri ber i/4. 

1 Enclosure (2) 
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:in addition to thG ",b)Ve the C-1l7D i-Je.s utilized to haul MA.G-36 
PX supplies from DANlllJG to CHU LAI and "bo carry passengers in and 
out of the COtIDtry as necessary. 

During the reporting period the C-117D experienced an ongine 
failure on a return flight from Bangkok. Standard in-flight 
omergene:;r procedures were instigated by the pilots and the all'­
crcl£1-, JcxJ(}ed without. further incident at CAl\)" THO. 

The Hb.G-36 C-117D carried a total of 50.7 tons of cargo while 
flying 75.9 hours during the month of February 1966. 

Squadrons of MAG-36 flew> ,6,6.6 hours during the period 0 f this 
report. iill the majority of these hours were flown under field 
conditions, this reflects the quality of both pilots and Nm.nton.nnce 
~rso.nnoI of this Group. 

Casualties suffered blf the Group were 28 WIA's and a KIA's; far 
the lnagni tude of the operations throughout .February this was very 
light. 

For the morale of all hatlds~ the beach area adjacent to MAG-36 
was opened this month. vJ'.i. th continui'ng good weather this will be 
another big step in maintaitling the already high morale of the 
Group. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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1 Feb: Sixteen HMM"261 OO';';341) l s helilifted 339 U. S. Ma.rines of 2/9 
from QUANG NOAt to ~ EB 665475 in three waves. Numerous 
fixed wing aircraft were utilized i,n the LZ prep, Four armed 
UH .. 1E's of the Army were provided for escorts; Along with the 
troops 19,725 pounds of cargo was also carried into the LZ. The 
lift was completed wJ.thGbt contaot with the enemy. 

Four HMM-26l aircraft were launched escorted by two U. s. 1.rmy 
BlINDITS. The aircraft .lifted a total of 20 U. S. YJarines to 
LZ as 422$9$ to search for a grave and bring back the remairis. 
While the aircraft were Circling the zone awaiting the pick-up, 
mission 130C was received. Two of the aircraft proceeded to 
BS 625291 for the retraction of a recon patrol consisting of 5 
U. S. Marioos-. The Marines were lifted to BlI. TO (BS 565330) 

Two HMM-261 aircraft new numerous lifts between the BBA, LPH-8 
and LZ IS 718427 for approx:i..mately two hours the aircrllft, and. 
orews were unable to leave their defensive positions or get the 
aircraft airborne due to snipers at the LZ. When the snipers 
were eliminated the aircrafts and crews had sustained no hits 
despite numerous attempts by the Vie t Cong snipers .. 

Two HMM-261 air or aft flying numerous 50rties between 14'6 receiVed 
hoetile small anns !ire from LZ BS 831.ili23, ES 755545 JI as 162534, 
BS 83.34.32 and as 815454. On the approach to LZ :as 815454 tar a 
Mad Evao mission intense small arms fire was received. Both 
aircraft incurred light damage. Both aircraft returned the fire 
but due to intense ground fire the aircraf~ were. forced to 
abandon the mission and returned to the BSA for futher assignments. 

2 Feb: Fourteen HMM-.363 aircraft join'ed approxLmately 20 other MAG-36 
helioopters in a strike against landing zones at coordinates 
ES 797327, as 785335 and BS 795312. The onli7 enemy fire 
reoeived was light sniper fire from the area ot the pick-up zone. 

One aircraft of HMM-364 encountered enemy small arms fire from 
the vicinity of coordinates BS 825395. One hit was received without 
injury to the orew. Suppressive fire was returned at 8JIl altitude 
ot 1200 teet. No Kills were olaimed. 

Six 001-261 aircraft along with 27 aircraft f'r0lll1. five different; 
squadrons launched on a strike mission with VMO-6 airoraft working 
as the controlling aircraft. The pick-up zone was at IS 652455 
with three different landing zones: I2i as 795312, 1Z BS 795327 

1 Enclosure (3) 
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and BS 785237. Nothing was known as the size of or the 
conditions of these zones prior to the strike, conseq-
uently the approach and departure procedures were not covered 
along with the number of aircraft landing in the zone. The 
aircraft were in the pick-up zone at 1440. The Battalion, 
2/4, was not organized and consequently the operation was 
del~ed by 20 minutes, During this 20 minutes, 15 aircraft 
waited in the zone without air cover. The Battalion then 
requested that six aircraft land at a time. All aircraft were 
back by 1738. 

A. flight of VMO..6 Hueys acting as TJi.C (11.) during an LZ prep at 
ffi 795314 observed one F..a :fly through itts own bomb blast and 
when the pilot was forced to eject from his aircraft l the 
flight of VMO.6 Hueys picked the pilot up and transferred him 
to the USS V1J.LEY FORGE. 

3 Feb: Two 1I1M-364 UH-34D' ~ fle\-T from JOHNSON CITY to coordinates 
BS 652353 on a U. S. Marine reconnaissance mission. The two 
aircraft encountered intense small arms fire in the pick-up 
zone. Suppressive fire was returned from the aircraft. No 
hits were received, and no Kills were claimed. The same tHO 
aircraft returned from JOHNSCN CITY to coordinates BS 658298 
on a second reconnaissance retraction mission. The aircraft 
received small arms fire while in the pick-up zone. l~s the 
two aircraft took off from the zone an enemy mortar round 
exploded in the zone. No hits were received. 

.'. 

Ten HMM-364 aircraft participated in a forty aircraft strike 
involving the lifting of six hundred U. S. Marines to 
coordinates IE 921267. Enemy forces set up an ambush for the 
first wave to return and land in the pick-Up zone IS 719432. 
Mortar explosions and automatic weapons fire was encountered 
in the pick-up zone. One aircraft received two hits, and a 
second aircraft received one hit which resulted in an immediate 
emergency landing in the pick-up zone. Emergency repairs were 
made in the field and the aircraft was returned to KY HA. 

Three HMM-)64 aircraft returning to KY H4 from the BSA at 
night had trouble when one of the UH-34J) l s engine began running 
rough. An emergency landing was made on the coast line near 
FIREFLY (BS 719425). 

Ten aircraft of HMM-261 launched on a mission tohelilift 180 
u. s. Military troops from LZ BS 795325 to LZ BS 838277. 
One of the aircraft received a hit in the pick-up zone with 
the crew chief sustaining a minor scratoh on the right elbow. 

2 Enclosure (3) 
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Ten aircraft of Hmm-261 departed tho BSA on a masicc too. c:s,rw 
136 u. S. Marines from LZ BS 719425 to LZ EO 921267. The flight 
received moderate intensity firo from the pick-up zone and 
light intensity fire in the drop zone. Tho crew chief of EM-15 
received a wound when a bulle'b entered the clutch compartment' 
and came through at such an angle as to enter his left side. 
He was evacuated to the LP~ where his prognosis was determined 
to be fair. 

Six VMO...6 Huoys were launched to the BSA for support mission. 
One section of Hueys directed LZ prep at BS 8)6281, controlling 
firo flights of VF/VA. aircraft. During the troop landing, the 
VMO-6 UH_lEt s claimed one Viet Gong KH. Dch was the squadrons 
first KIA of tho operation. 

The VMO..6 Ti1.G (li.) section launched their Hueys to cover another 
troop landing at BS 921267. This WaS the landing of 2/3 in 
conjunction with an amphibious landing which the ~AP(~) was not 
briefed on. A section of Hueys escorted the UH-34D ' s into the 
LZ, delivering suppresivo firo on the first two passes. 

The VMo-6 Hueys escorted a seotion of UH-34D's on a recon team 
retraction and had to deliver suppressive fire around the pick­
up zone when. the UH-34D' s began rcccivcing automatic weapons fire. 

4 Feb: Four HMM-364 aircraft flew from JOHNSON GITY to coordinates 
BS 760338 for a U. S. Marine reconnaissance troop retraction. 
The reconnaissance team had to remove antL-hclicopter stakes 
in order for one aircraft at a time to land. All aircraft 
encountered intense enemy small arms fire while entering and 
leaVing the pick-up zone. Suppressive fire was returned by 
the helicopters. No hits Were recoived. 

Ten HMM-261 aircraft launched to LZ BS 636449 to conduct a 
retrograde. A total of 74 U. S. Marines and 500 pounds of 
cargo W<l.S transported back to the lEA. No enemy fire was 
received. 

One VMO-6 Hucy flown by LTGOL ZITNIK, Gomm21 ding Offie or VM0..6 
was lost l-Then tho tail rotor came off during a gun run on a 
Viet Gong automatic weapons position. Tho aircraft spun to the 
ground from about 1000' and crashed in a rice paddy. LT 
BUGHANAN landed ncar the wreckage and picked up the crew of 
fi Va which had sustained only minor wounds. 
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Fcb: Four HMM-364 aircraft transported 93 U. S. Marines to 
coordinates BS 719425. Four enemy mortar round explosions 
occured during the first landing in tho zono. No hits were 
received. 

Nino HMM-261 aircraft proceeded to LZ ES 637449 to hclilift 
139 U. S. Marines to LZ B3 715425. The flight recei vod light 
automatic fire ~n tho pick-up zone but none of the aircraft 
nor crow were hit. 

Eleven VMO-6 Hueys were launched to support Operation "DOUBLE 
El;.GLE" and flew evory assigned mission of a VMO squadron 
including helicopter escort, TliG(.b.), Tl.O, Mod Evae, VIP, COM 
and Emergency Resupply. One section of Hucys acting as TAC(A) 
received heavy automatic weapons fire from a village ncar the 
tz and was forced to call an airstriko on the village to pre­
vent disruption of the landing. Uniformed Viet Cong had been 
spotted earlier running into the village. 1:;. section gave 
close air support to 2/3 "GOLFII when said company came under 
heavy small arms fire. The Hueys accounted for one Viet Gong 
KIl~ and one Viet Cong WlA.. Tho section them evacuated one 
U. s. v.n:l~ from the area. 

6 Feb: Aircraft of HMM-364 en('.ounterod enemy fifty caliber automatic 
firo in tho viCinity of coordinates E6 972696. No hits on 
the aircraft were reed vade 

A flight of VMO-6 Hueys on a TAe mission observed armed Viet 
qong running into a cave and after obtaining c~arance to fir~~ 
dciivered rocket and machine gun firo into the mouth of the 
oaYQ however it wns impossible to make a damage assessment. 

Imother flight of VMO.6 Hueys launched to act as TAG (A) on a 
preassigned target at BS 790486 and BS 796485. Nature of tar­
get were fortified positions and Viet Cong struetures, The 
flight reported two buildings destroyed and five damaged by 
the airstrike. A total of twelve HUGYS participated in the 
days operations. 

7 feb: Four HMM-364 aircraft departed from JOHNSCN Gr?": to coord­
inates 1£ 815315 to retract 55 u. S .. Ma.rines from a reconnais .. 
sanccteam. 'The aircraft encountered enemy Slnall arms fire 
and automatic weapons fire in the piok-up zone. As the enemy 
fire encreased in intensity" all aircraft returned suppressive 
fire. Reconnaissance troops in the belly of each aircraft 
added to the suppressive fire by kneeling and firing from the 
aircraft openings. 
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Eleven HMM-364 aircraft participated in a .fifty four a:lr craft 
strike" U. S. Marines were picked up at coordinates BS 719-
425 and transported to the strike zone at coordinates BS 728-
176. Enemy small arms fire was encountered in the strike zone. 
No hits wero received to aircraft or crew. .. 

As twe aircraft of HMM-364 were returning home to KY Hi" from 
'JOHNSCN CITY, the lead aircraft encountered engine failure 
wiu~v making it's approach to Runway 3 on the North Mat. 
The aircraft landed on the end of the Mat and sustained only 
minor damag e. 

Eight aircraft from HMM-26l carried 229 U. S. Marines from 
LZ B3 888116 to LZ BS 744207 and from L20 as 875823 to LZ 
B5 744207 within a two and a half hour period. No enemy contact 
was received. 

LZ prep at E6 728176 was directed by a section of VMo-6 Hueys 
and a second section releived on station continuously throughout 

'-.the day. Small arms fire was received from nearby areas around 
the LZ and airstrikes were run almost continuously to support 
the ground units. A section of Hueys was called on for a PSI 
warfare mission and the mission was accomplished without 
incident. One section of HueJB; 16:Lrod'on atronch line where 
fi va to seven Viet Cong had been firing at un l.rmy 0 ... 1 
however no KBA 1vaS made. The romanmer of the day the VMO-6 
Hueys flew TAO and HE missions as necessary. Twelve VMO-6 
Hueys were involved in the days operations. 

8 Feb, T'WO aircraft from HMM-364 flew to D.e.NANG to pick up t,,10 new 
aircraft. All other actiVities were in support of Operation 
"DOUBLE El~GLEII 0 

Two UH .. 34D t s from HMM ... 261 flew five U. S. troops to QUb.NG 
N:lA.I, the aircraft received small arms f:ir e from BS 7.r;S640 
but no hits were received. 

VMO-6 aircraft once again controlled a forty plane landing 
and also directed the LZ prep at BS 74$20$. a comouflaged group 
of buildings were found adjacent to the LZ and '~',he prep des­
troyed seven and damaged four others. The entire days opera­
tion consisted primarily of TA..C([.) work. i.~ total of nine Hueys 
were involved in the operation. 
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9 Feb: 

10 Feb: 

11 Feb: 

12 Feb: 

HMM-363 lifted two loads- of troops from the beach support 
area (JOHNSON CITY) to an area nearby from which srriper fire 
had repeatedly been received. Upon arrival in the landing 
zone the aircraft came under heavy fire from unifomed enemy 
in th e area, The aircraft literally shot their way out of the 
zone, . with the gunners accounting far three posi ti ve Viet Cong 
KIAls, and two probables. In return the two aircraft received' 
a total of four hits, but sustained no injuries to either .pew. 
As a result" VMO-6 Huey: gunships were brought in, followed 
later by fixed wing Jets. The th.m;lough teamwork of these 
two supporting elements, shortly reduced the area of resistance 
to a devastated plot of ruins. A. subsequent sweep of the 

'w;-ea by ground units was made" and revealed enemy entrench­
'n1ents and other signs of sUbstantial enemy activity • 

. ~wo VMO-6 Hueys made a recon of 2nd Bn 9th Marines operating area 
"ti'eporting very little activity in the area. The flight picked 

UP' "$orne classified Viet Cong material at BS 715170 and delivered 
it 'f}O Subscriber 2. 

A section of VMO-6 Hue~ escorted four UH-J4D 's on a recon 
insertion and then acted as TAC(A) directing airstrikes against 
enemy positions at BS 8,30399. The SaIne night then performed 
Q va mission for 3/1 "ECHO" and were called on to deliver 
suppressive fire into some enemy positions Killing three 
Wounding Ave. 

Six VMO-6 aircraft were used during the day_ A flight on a recon 
hop observed numerous males hiding in trenches in the vicinity 
of BS 8933 and when small arms tire was received from the area, 
artillery was called in on the area followed by three airstcikes,. 
Much of the trenchwork was reported destroyed by the combined 
strikes. 

Eight HMM-261 aircraft joined with three other MAG-36 squadrons 
to carry 123 U. S. Marines. The first wave of troops was 
helilifted from LZ ES 740145 to LZ BS 799190. The second and 
third wave of troops were lifted to a second zono JOO meters 
west and 500 feet lower than the original zone. The first zone 
was rapidly going lFR and the aircraft were unable to land. 

Six VMO-6 Hueys were launched to the BSA of which2'Wereo~ 
ships, and the remaining tour flew TAC(A) / TA.O missions 
continuously throughout the day. mn one recon mission, five 
Viet Cong troops were observed hiding iDi.a trench however 
the DA,'3G would not give permiSSion to fire sO the Hueys returned 
1iQ. tlle BSA. in utter fu.~tration. 

~n air·craft oJ: HMM~ Qq'f,i.~~ :1..1 V. S. t.J'aopa and 1,000 
pounda'·~'carg~ De~~f,ln thO "~a .~ 4 .. KY HAJ CHU LAl Air 
Freig~tJ l,BS MW'l'ICELLO" lBSrAUL REVERE" $nd the lffi, V~ 
FORGE.' ", " , , ",. _".". L",'" .' , 
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Eight HMM-261 a.ircraft a.long with 30 other UH-34.D's from 
other squadrons of MAG-36 went on mission 1310T on a strike 
into LZ BS 560448. Some troops were' picked up at IZ BS 933-
135 and landed at BA. TO. The remainder of the troops were 
helilifted from the BSA into the strike zone. After these 
troops were in the LZ the troops at BA TO were helilifted into 
the strike zone. STATI<ll BREAK aircraft transported a total 
of 169 U. S. l1a.rines between the zones. 

Eight VMO .. 6 Hueys supported Operation "DOUBLE EAGLEn flying 
their usual TAO (A) I TAO and HE missions. Bad Weather delayed 
on LZ prep for three to four hours however the LZ was recon'd 
just prior to prep time and approximately fifteen Viet Cong 
were seen fleeing from the LZ. The Hueys quickly dropped 
four of them and claimed .four Viet Oong IITA. Four Hueys 
releived on station over the LZ untill 1855 flying TiI.C(A) 
and recon missions in support of the ground units, 2/3. 

A call for one emergency recon team retraction liiaS received and 
one VMO-6 "SLICK" Huey and three V1<D-6 lirmed Hueys were assigned 
tl1e mission. The recon team was located on a steep m~~~tainous 
slope which prohibited the Huey from landing; however~ lSTLT 
HblNES made an approach to the site under enemy fire and 
hovered with one skid on the deck i"rhile the recon tearr: embarked 
aboard the Huey. The three Gunships in the meantime; made 
r~peated firing passes around the LZ trying to silence the 
Q~e~ fire. As the slick left the LZ lSTLT HAnJES heard that 
~ll~'S-",~~ had been left in the zone; he made a second 
~PJ?:r9~~h~ \'ol:)c,e again under fire and recovered the K..1J).. The 
I}~~N-p~,~h.elf ~~~ended their ordance on the area and 311 four 
ail"!-G.).1a.fti:returneCf"to.. the BSJ. • .... -~:: "- '.::/~~.;~ .. :.); < ~" .}!, :;, 

Jl!1.Gh'tf ~~.p·;:~~~"o,~. ~-261',lifted 138 u. S. ~arines from lB 822-
lQ~:t.9,t,h9;:;~I!:"'~rt:~ troop rEt:trograde. HostJ.le small arms fire 
WM 'r~~~&,v(il!:l"£r~' S' 822304 but none of the aircraft. w crew 
!-e~~:¥~{V'" . 

0&0 HMM~26i aircraft launched on a Med Evac miSflion 1'.0 Dick 
up one U. S. SICK from L2 m 522925. One aircraft l·eCc::'.ved one 
hit during the flight but the crew escapted in:·c.ry. 

Six VMO-6 Hueys were latiribhed to the BSA and ODe flight 
escorting a group of UH-3LD's on a retraction, spotted three 
armed Vitali .c.ong in a trench and quickly made a firing pass 
on thems ~illihg two and wounding the third. The lead air­
craft landed by theWI1~ and ~icked up one Viet Cong v1eapon 
and the wingman landed neath to the WIl:l. \thO was fleeting the 
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area, captuttid th~ Viet Gong and then took him back to the 
B31",. The remainder of the day was spent flying Tb.C(A) / TAO 
missions. 

15 Feb: R>ur HMM-364 aircraft on a U. S. Marine troop retraction from 
coordinates ES 5441 encountered enemy small arms fire when 
they lifted out ot the pick up zone. Suppressive fire was 
returned from the number three aircraft. One KBk was claimed. 
No hits were received. The four aircraft transported the 
troops to the USS Vl~LEY FORGE and the number two aircraft 
logged the 35,OOoth helicopter landing aboard the ship. 

Eight HMM-364 aircraft carried a U. S. Marine reaction platoon 
and maintenance crew from JOHNSON CITY to a downed aircraft 
at coordinates IE 540419. Enemy small arms fire was encountered 
in the vicinity ot coordinates IS 542412. 

Eight air craft of HMM-26l went on mission 1510B to retrograde 
58 U. S. Marirn s at EE 600410. One aircraft received one hit 
while sitting in the pick-up zone. No injuries were incurred. 

During the Retrograde CLIP.cLOP 2-1 had an engine chip detector 
light go on so STi .. TICN BREAK 5-7 was dispatched to pick up the 
crew and pilots. No enemy fire was encountered on pick-up. 

llrcraft from HMM-261 were on a supply run between LZ m 565-
393 and QUhNO NG.U when they received heavy small arms fll' e 
from BS 558392, The aircraft and crew received no hits. 

Eight VMO..6 Hueys were launched to support the operation ItDOUBLE' 
El~GLEII. Fbur Hueys reJ.l.eved continuously covering the retrac­
tion of 2/9 and 2/3. The Hueys delivered suppressive fire 
around the LZ when the UH-340's reported receiving automatic 
weapons and small arms fire. The KLa~DIKE'S accounted for four 
Viet Gong structures destroyed" and the VF/VA aircraft called' 
in for support destroyed many more and succeeded in silencing 
the hostile fire. 

16 Feb: The Squadrons of MAG ... 36 went baGk to normal ope:cations of 
resupply and transport of car.go as the Phase ::L of Operation 
"DOUBLE EAGLE" came to a end. 

17 Feb: Normal operations for the t1AG. 

18 Feb: Two VMO-6 Hueys flew cover for a surface convoy enroute to 
~L~G; however, the convoy didn't get any further than the 
northenn end of the CHU LA! T~OR because the road was blown 
out. The Hueys caused a lot of excitement in a nearby school 
when they flew Over slowly and dropped candy into the school 
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yard. Thereafter, every time a Huey was heard in the Vicinity, 
the school yard quickly filled with little brown faces looking 
skyward toward the flying 'CllNDY ~CHlNEt. The Hospital ship 
USS REPOSE has been in the waters off KY Hb.., and the VMO-6 
Hueys have given the crew quite an air show. . 

19 Feb': On this date HMM-363 aircraft supported the first stages of 
Phase II of Operation IlDOUBLE EAGlE 11. HMM .. 363 aircraft par­
ticipated in three strikes, on the second lift, which moved 
Marines from the LPH-8 to landing zone SWALLOW and THRUSH, 
(BT 145192),(BT 204145). Three-aircraft were hit and one of 
the crewmen on their aircraft was also hit, 

Two aircraft of HMM-364 launched to pick up a Priority Emergency 
Med Evac at coordinates BS 582939. The- lead aircraft went into 
the pick-up zorie, and received enemy small arms and automatic 
weapons fire in the vicinity of coordinates ffi 580945 and IS 557-
737 on, landing and take off. Two wra. were picked up l/IThile the 
U. S. Marines in the zone were pinned down from enemy fire. 
Trere were no injuric5 and no hits were received. 

Twelve aircraft participated in a strike from KY Hli to coordinates 
as 170164. Enemy small arms fire was encountered by all air­
cra-ft, entering the drop zone. One airoraft was forced to make 
an emergency. landing in the strike zone. Maintenance creWs from 
ICY H.t.. had to be flown into the zone to strip the aircraft down 
for recovery purposes. One of the maintenance aircraft was hit 
by automatic weapons fire while in the zone. The pilot and 
crew received minor burns and cuts from shattered fragments 
caused by the hit. The aircraf't gunner went into a case of 
severe shock and was evacuated immediately to "B" Med. During 
these events the aircraft couldnot return suppressive fire due 
to the many U. S. Marines in the zone. 

~~-261 aircraft along wath two other MhG-36 squadrons launched 
on a mission to helilif~ a total of 84 U. S. Marino) from 
ICY H1~ to LZ swm (Br 160168). HOSiii1e fire, possible automatio 
weapons, was received from Br 163171 but was quickly surpressed 
by A4E's and Jc.rmy Gunships. One a:ir craft sustained minimum 
damage from the hostile fire but none of the c:,.'ew were injured. 

Ten HMM-26l aircraft led a 30 plane strike into LZ THRUSH eBT 199 .. 
145). The U, S. Marines were lifted from the LPH-8 to the LZ, 
101 of which were lifted by HMM-26l aircraft. Hostile small arms 
fire was encountered during the approach and departure from the 
zone but no damage or injuries were sustained. 
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Two aircraft from HMM-261 flew Med Evac missions throughout 
the day carrying both lillVN's and U. S. WIll. to the QUANG NG.A.I 
Hospita11 D!\N11NG Hospital and to nB" Med. No enemy fire was 
encountered during these missions. 

HMlYI-26l aircraft led three different squadrons on an assualt 
troop lift. The first wave of U. S. Marines were picked up at 
Hill 29 (BT 230319) and were landed in LZ MALL1JID (BT 235122). 
The second wave of Marines were ]:nol; "i'bdd .:t'r,om Rill 29 "to IZ 
nRiI.KE (BT 262125). The flight then proceeded back to LZ MILLARD 
to helilifted the first wave of 'Marines into L2 DRhlm. ST.!I..TICN 
BR~J\ aircraft shuttled 180 U. S. Marines between the zones and 
then returned to the Bru~CAT to refuel. On departure from LZ 
}UJ.,Ll~RD (:OT 235122) one aircraft vlaS hit by enemy small arms fire. 
The round penetrated the main fuel line and was lodged in the 
oil breather tube. The aircraft landed safely at QUJillG TIN where 
it was later repaired. The remainder of the flight commenced to 
off load 84 U. S. Marines from the BEhRC.AT to QUWG TIlli. 

i.l total of' 191 U. S. Marines were shuttled by 11 ffiilM-26l air!"' 
craft between QUANG TIN and LZ DUCK (BT 170164) for perimeter 
security around a downed UH-34D. Heavy sniper fire was encountered 
into and out of the zone but was eventually surpressed by L4E 
fire power. Three aircraft sustained minor to moderate damage 
as a result of the enemy fire. The mission was completed at 1705. 

kt 0440, a flight of two VMo-6 Hueys launched to kick off Operation 
"DOUBLE Ei,-GLE Phase lII1. The Hueys picked up B/Gen PU~TT and Col 
W. G. JOHNSON, proceeded to the operation a~ea to make a weather 
reconnaissance of the proposed HLZ1s and then returned to Ky Hn. 
The flight launched again with B/Gen PLATT aboard, vIDa watched 
the assault landing after making n liusion stop with the ground 
units.; The flight received fire three times during the day how- ~ 
ever no hits were taken. The flight made many stops at the 
battnlion OP's throughout the day and picked up two U.S WIR's 
and delivered them to the USNHS REPOSE1 picked up one VC WLb., . 
trnns ported captured VC equipment and ins erted a rad:Lo relay 
team at BI'2L!14. 

Two flights of VMO ... 6 Hueys on TAC(k.) were utilL,;ed during the 
day for directing LZ prep and suppressive fire around the LZ. 
One TAC(1l.) flight led by Maj. PURCHELL, sighted five VC at BT207-
175 and killed three of them With M-60 machine gun fire. 
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. "Febt. HMN-363 aircraft had a crew man wounded when the aircraft was 
flying enroute on a resupply mission. The crew man sustained 
minor injuries and was treated at BRaVO-MEn. J. .. large strike 
was flown this day which moved RilN YJarines into Landing Zone 
X .. Rii.Y, (BI' 098104). HI:LLPOINT aircraft compris ed the lead 
element of this lift. 

Two aircraft from HMM-364 were sent from JOHNSON CITY to 
coordinates BT 309215 to pick up 8 enemy prisoners. The 
lead aircraft landed in the zone unadivised that a fire 
fight was in progress. The aircraft received one hit with 
no injuries to the crew. The aircraft used suppressive fire. 
No Kills were claimed. 

Twelve HMM-364 aircraft participated in a 32 aircraft strike of 
Vietnamese Marines from TkM KY to coordinates BT 103087. No 
incidents were reported. 

l~t 0420 Two HMM-261 aircraft on Med Evac standby were launched 
from KY HR- on mission 1212&. The aircraft evacuated 4 AR~~ WITh's 
from LZ BT 602922 to the QUaNG NG1~I Hospital. The radio cont­
roller gave the pilots invaluable assistance in the approaches 
and landings into the pick-up zone. During their approach to 
the pad at QU1J:m NGAI Hospital the aircraft received heavy 
small arms fire just South West of the City. No damages or 
injuries were incurred and the aircraft returned sa~ely to 
KY H1~ at 0532. 

Two aircraft of HMM-261 carried 61~vr'Ps, 3 U. S._ Military 
personnel and 600 p'Qunds of cargo from QUANG TIN to 'LIEN PRoue 
(BT 113137). One aircraft received a hit ~hi1e in the vicinity 
of TIEN PROUe. Minor damage was sustained. 

Two 001-261 aircraft lifted 5 U. S. wounded Marines from LZ 
BT 200140 to "BIl Med. The aircraft were fired upon by sniper 
fire while sitting in the zone. The fjr e was returned but 
negative results. 

Other HMl"i261 nircraft on Med Evac missions carried trw 1VQUrlded 
U. S. Marines from the BSA to "Bit Med. On ano";;'her mission 
HJ'1U-261 aircraft evacuated 2 .AlliIN wounded from LZ ET 418122 to 
the Hospital at QUiJ.lG NGaI. 

Eight HMM-261 aircrai't lifted 252 ARliN t S from TAll"l KY to LZ 
1T 098104. The 11ft was compleb-ed without incident nnd a.ll 
aircrdt returned to QUlJlG TIN. 
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One seriously 't-1Ounded U. S. Marine was evacuated by HMM-261 
from LZ BT 268227. ItB" Med was notified to have som.eone 
meet the aircraft. They reacted by sending two corpsmen 
who nppnrently were not apprnised of the situation. The 1& 
quit breathing about 3 minutes from "Bit Med. He was revived 
by the creW members thru artificinl resperation and saved by 
"Bn Med corsmen giving him oxygen. 

Four HMM-26l aircraft on Mad Evac stnndby at the LSA. were 
launched on missions 200R, 200S and 200T at 2020 to pick up 
the wounded of a company which received heavy mortar fire. 
On the first trip to LZ BT 217219, 2 Viet Cong WIA's, 4 Viet 
Congs and 2 U. S. Marines were lifted to IIDI! Med. The second 
trip into the zone saw a little more action. While the second 
aircraft was making it's approach 2 enemy mortar rounds fell 
into the zone and the pilot waiTed off. About 2 minutes later 
the plane made another approach and landed to pick up the wounded. 
Twenty-seven U. S. WJA.1s and 1 U. S. KIii. were evacuated from 
the ZOne to liD" Med. The four aircraft then proceeded in 1FR 
weather to Ml..RBLE MOUNUIN Hospital 'With the serious cases. 
J... total of 10 WIb.' s all U. S. were transported from IIDa Med 
to NL.RBLE NOUNT1.IN Hospital and tiC" Hed at DANAl'iJG. Enroute 
to DllNJ)NG, one aircraft, got hit by small arms fire from 
&T 965752. The bullet damagod the transmission but tl:.e mission 
was completed. Six. more ST,(SION BREiJC aircraft were called 
to assist in carrying 15 U. S. wounded from "DII Med to "811 Med 
and to the USS REPOSE. 

Four VMo-6 aircraft and four Army UH-lB's were assigned to 
escort UH-34D's from four different squadrons r.onducti l'.g a 
twelve hundred Vietnamese Marine troop lift in'Lo two J~Z:s. 
The 12' s were not preped due to radio failure in the Tl..C (A) 
aircraft, however the Hueys delivered rockeU and M-60 machine 
gun fire around the LZ ' 6 just prior to the first wave of 
llH-34D's landing. No hOstile fire or activity was enc:ountered 
dospite the mony enemy fortifications around the LZ'r. 

LI. second flight ot VMO-6 Hueys new escort for eight UH ... 34D' 5 

who "Jere inserting 59 troops at BT 132206. Thp. opention 
1wn+' smoothly with no hostile tire being recei','cd. 
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?l Feb: HMM-363 aircraft participated in three major strikes this day. 
All three were joint efforts with numerous other MAG-36 
helicopters. Although little or no fire was received in 2.11 
the strikes zones, the pick-up areas for the latter. lifts 
yielded a considera b1e amount of small arms fire. The only 
casualty for the day was a pilot who was hit in the leg by 
ground fire as his aircraft climbed out of the last strike zone. 
The piilot was flown immediately to DELTi.-MED at the LSa by his 

,co-pilot, where he received preliminary treatment. 

Eight HMM-364 aircraft along with 24 other MAG-36 helicopters 
when on a strike mission to coordinates Sf 051250. Enemy small 
arms and automatic weapons fire was encountered in the zone. 
No hits were received. 

When the Troop lift for the strike was completed, HMM-364 
aircraft began lifting external and internal cargo into the 
zone. During this lift one of HMM-362 aircraft crashed and 
burned in the zone. A WHITE GOLD ajr craft landed near the 
crash immediately to pick up thecrashed a:ircraft's crew members. 
The aircraft then flew to the USS V1J.LEY FORGE to drop off the 
crew, but the co-pilot of the crashed bird had been badly 
injured and had to be evacuated immediately to the USS REPOSE. 

Four HMH-261 air craft conducted a strike into ill' 998232 
utilizing 6 UH-lE's and 4 !hE's for cover. The STATION 
BRElJ{ a:ircraft heJilii'ted a total of 94 U. S. Marines from 
LZ BT 192186 to the drop zone. Hostile fire (small arms) 
was received in the pick-up zone and the drop zone but 
none of the aircraft were hit. 

Ag~,in on another strike mission HMM-261 had 4 aircraft help a­
l.ong .nth 28 other helicopters of MAG-36 to heJilift 71 U. S. 
MtJ.l~ines from LZ :ar 218168 to LZ Br 039262. Sniper fire was 
enco"J.ntered in the pi,.'k-up Z0l1A tn.lt none of the aircr2.ft were 
hit~ 

A fli.ght of VMO-6 Hueys acting as T.il.O (.iI.) launched to r.lal(;9 a 
we3ther recon at 0700 and later launched again to conduct 
LZ prep. L.irstrikes were directed at BT 0$1231 and BI' 063266. 
The second Huey in the flight olaimed one Viet Cong K~ when 
he fell before the rocket attack by the UH-lE. 

22 Fob":' Ti.JO llHM-364 aircraft encountered heavy enemy automatic 
weapons fire in the vicinity of coordinates BT 013222. 
No hits were received. 
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Four HMM-364 aircraft encountered an enemy mortar explosion 
in a drop zone near coordinates BT 153187. No hits were re­
ceived. 

Two HMM-261 aircraft on mission 2211B lifted 2400 pounds of 
cargo and 3 U. S. Marines to LZ BT 170255. While unloading 
supplies in the zone heavy sniper fire was encountered. Both 
the crew chief and the gunner of BUNO 149365 were: hit" The 
crew chief was hit by a piece of shrapnel causing minor 
laceration on the right arm. The gunner was hit by a r'dund 
just below the right knee. Both men were taken to "nil Med 
for medical treatment. 

Two other HMM-26l aircraft while carrying 4,000 pounds of 
cargo to IZ BT 170255 were hit by heavy small arms fire 
whilLe sitting in the LZ unloading. One aircraft received 
a hit in the cleo strut of the right main mount loosing all 
of it's hydraulic flUid. Minor shrapnel wounds were received 
by the pilot, ere'" chief and guxmer. When the brief battle . 
was finished the pilots checked the d~maged aircraft and pro­
ceeded back to the LSL~ with 3 U. S. wounded Marines. 

Two VMO-6 Hueys launched in response to an emergency cal~ 
from Subscriber ItPll.Pl~1\ requesting two Gunships. The Hueys 
proceeded to m 1,6196, landed and talked to the·1JjJ of 2/7 
I1GOLFI1 who had been receiving hostile fire from the Village 
of DICH YEN near (BT 153178). The Hueys then launched and . 
at the request of the supported ground unit~ laid down 
suppressive fire into and around the village and both air­
craft expended their ordance laad into the villageJ destroying 
fi ve·structures and succeeding in s~nci:pg the enemy fire. 
During the Hueys pass to fire suppressive f;..re they were fired 
Oat but none (It .tho ai:!;'Q~ ~h:i,.t.a,. . 

The command ships of VMO-6 new B/G~ PIATT to each Battalion 
Cp three times and picked up three U, S. WIA1 s at BT 156193. 
The zone was hot and when fire was receiv~d~ fire was returned 
by the Hueys however no damage assessment 1i7asma~. 

Two VMO-6 Hueys acted as TAC(~I.) for the retraction of 2/9 and 
were forced to doliver suppressive fire when they began to 
receive hOstile fire !rom 1ST 220204. The emomy was silenoed 
but no damage assessment was made. 

Two VMO-6 Hueys and two ~ Hueys lanuohed to provide cover 
fora downed holo at EX 1702531 however on arrival at the Site, 
the helo had a1rea~ be~n flown out. The ~IO.6 gueys remained 
on station directin~ a".~trikes in th~ vici~ty ot 8T 170252. 
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HMM-261 sent 4 aircraft to the ISl~ for mission assignments. 
Due to extremely poor weather just a few missions were 
flown. On the way to the lS1~ the 4 aircraft received 
smal1 arms fire from BT 363227. No hits were received. 
vJhile at the LSA the aircraft transported 7,700 pounds of 
cargo and 9 U. S. Marines between different zones in the 
operations area. Thirteen U. S. Med Evacs were also flown 
between the LSA., \tB" Med and the ms REPOSE. 

Two HMM-26l aircraft from ICY Hi~ went out on mission l3l9k and 
13l9B. TWenty-three Viet Civilians were lifted from C & C 
(m 556052) to the livm Hospital at QUIJllG MGAI. The two air­
craft escorted by two VMO-6 Hueys, proceeded to BS 675564 
to pick up bRVN wounded. Many of the ARVN wounded and dead 
were laying in the rice paddies between the ARVN stronghold 
and the tree line. The aircraf'ts air taxied over the fields 
looking for the bodies and the crew chief and gunner loaded 
them into the a:ir craft, Three trips were made between the 
zone and the QUbNG NGl~I Hospital earring a total of 26 bRVN 
vJI1~t s, 26 MtVN KIA's and 1 1I .• S. WIll. sporadic small anna 
fire was received just West of the zone but none of the 
ST1,TICN BRlli.K aircraft were hit. One pilot of the Hueys 
was hit in the leg and brought back to liB" Med for treatment. 

Two VMO-6 Hueys launched on an emergency Med Evnc mission after 
hazardous weather conditions and hostile fire had lrevented an 
UH-34D night from making the pick up. LTCOL ZITNJJNIK Commanding 
Officer of VMO-6 led the flight wi th ~JOR PURCELL as co-pilot 
and Pro CANNCN as crew chief and the escort aircraft was piloted 
by CAPT PETTIGREW and lSTLT SHOEMliKER with L/cPL PRICE and 
PFC KASUB/'\. as crew chief and gunner. Weather at take off was 
200-)001 overcast ana visibility less than one mile in rain. 
The flight was forced down to the pick-up zone and received 
small arms fire enroute. LTCOL ZITNIK made an approach to the 
pick-up zone, which was barely large enough to accomadate one 
helicopter. Weather at the pick-up zone was approximately two 
hundred feet and one halt visibility. After the pick up 
was made, the flight started back to the LSA and received 
automatic weapons fire and the escort aircraft was hit twice -
once in the tail rotor and once in the left part of the fuse­
lage. 1/CPL PRICE and PFC KASUBA immediately returned fire, 
however the flight continued on course and landed at llDn Med 
in the L8A, LTCOL ZITNIK was recommended tor the Silver star 
for his herioe action and MA~OR PURCELL, CA.PI' PETTIGREW and 
lSTLT SHOEMI.KElt were recommended for the Distinguished Flying 
Cross. 1/cP1 ffiICE, PFC KASUBA. and PFC CliNNCN were all recom­
mended for the Navy Camme ndati on Medal. 
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24 Feb: Tl<1O illJ!H-.364 aricrai't lifted a U. S. l'1arine reconnaissance 
team from RLT-4 to coordinates Bl' 344067. The lead a:jr .. 

craft enoountered enemy small ama fire on final app­
roach and had to wa.ve off. The aircraft crew chief fir ed 
suppressive fire at the enemy and claimed. one probab]e 
Kill. The aircraft received no bits ~rd the mission was 
aborted. . 

Eight HMM-26l aircraft launched on mission 24lOI to 
carry a total of 482 ARVN soldiers and 7 th. S. advisors 
from TAM KY to IZ m .143305 • . I-Hour was to be at llOO 
but. it was delayed for 4~ minutes in the Pick up zone 
due to lack ot coordination ot the troops. The lii't 
was completed without. further incident at 1341. 

Fbur Hm-261 aircraft l"ere utilized during the day to 
res'l4'ply variol.B zones within the CHU Ll\I TAOR.. They 
carried 4,170 pounds of cargo and 8 u.s. Marines and . ~ 
returned to ICY HA without rece! ving any enemy fire. 

A flight. of 2 VM0.6 Hueys were scrambled to the QUANG 
NG!I airfield where they joined two STATION BREIJ\ air~ 
craft for an omergenoy' Had Evao in support of the ARVN 
at lti.ll ,6 (BS 67556,). The KLOODIKE night transported 
three ARVN WIA.'s to the· Qw.NG NG1~I Hospital. On their 
return to the battle area the Hueys were directed to take 
an estimated 100 Viet Cong in a trench and treeline under 
fire at lB 661579. 'fhe night expended it' s ordnance and 
returned to QWG NGi~I to refuel and re-arrn, thfln back 
to the target area for a repeat perfonnance. During a 
g'UrUlery run the flight leader" MAJOR. i ... · J. KOHJ:lTO\tIICH 
was shot through the right leg and hand, ami was immediately 
taken to "Btl Med. 

2, Feb~ Ei.ght HMM-363 airora.t'\i involved in a troop lift trans­
porting Marines from a pick up zone to the LPH-8. On one 
of the approaches to tho pick up zone the' number two air­
crai'ti picked up an enemy round hitting the co-pilot in 
the leg. The man was taken to liB" Med for treatment. 
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Seven aircraft of HMM-261 transported 44,600 pounds of cargo 
and 24 IffiVN' s between the !SA and LZ :s:r 115l57..0ne aircraft 
received' a hit while enroute from Bl' 131158. No injuries were 
incurred. 

Seven HMM-261 aircraft lifted 44 U. S. Marines from the lSl~ to 
LZ AT 977255. The lift was completed without incident. 

Three HMM~261 UH~34D1S jointed up with 5 ~TE GOLD aircraft 
on mission 2505B to conduct a retrograde from BT 192178. 
Fourteen U. S. Marines were lifted from the zone by STb.TIQIT 
BRE£t.K aircraft under intense enemy fir e. The lift was com­
pleted success fully without any damage to the arr craft or in­
juries to the crew. 

DUring the day HMM-261 Med Evac aircraft flew a total of 14 
u. S. Marines and 15 ARVN's bet1-1een LZt S ttBII Ned, "D" Med and 
the USS REPOSE. 

il~nt HMM-364 aircraft participated in a twenty four aircraft 
r~traction of U. S. Marines trom coordinates IB 055250. The 
l~~qaircraft had a chip detector light and had to make a pre­
i~~tfQpary emergency landing in the pick-up zone. It was 
det~~ped an engine change had to be made. The engine change 
wQ;3,?9pomplished in 1888 than six hours, under adverse weather 
eopQi£ions, enemy small arms ill' e and mghtfall. The aircraft 
~bf('returned to KY HA. 
; ~ , -; 

Eight HMM-261 aircraft helilifted 206 u. S. Marines from the 
lS1l. to the BEARCi~T in 4 trip8. Tho same aircraft helUif'ted 
160 U. S. Marines in 3 trips from LZ BT 062253 to the BEAReAT. 
No incidents were reported. On another trip 6 HMM-261 aircraft 
conducted a retrograde consisting of 60 U. S. Marines from LZ 
!IT 062253 to the LSa. No enemw fire was encountered. 

li. flight of 2 VHO-6 Hueys covered a second troop retraction 
from BT 05525 and when an UH-34D went down at the LZ, the 
Hueys remained overhead untill the airora!t was recovered. 
The Hueys delivered suppressive fire on two occassions 
when the enemy fired on the UH-34D1 s executing the retraction. 

21 Feb: Two HMM-364 aircraft on Med Evac standby at KY. HA were sent 
to coordinates ES 395145 to pick up one U. s. W!~ •. One air­
craft was directed into the zone. Upon landing U. S. ground 
forces informed the aircraft they had just landed in a mine 
field. The aircraft lifted out of the mine field without 
inCident, picked up the: Med Evac and evaouated him to "B" Med. 
The sarne two aircraft later returned to the same zone. l~ 
yell.ow smoke was popped, but it set the zone on fire and one 
aircraft was forced to land out of the pick-up zone .. 
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Eight aircraft of HMM-261 launched on a retrograde mission 
to haul 134 U. S. Matines and 1,690 pounds of their gear. 
The Marines were picked up, at LZ BT OSS~50 and transported 
to the LSA. During the retrograde hostile small arms fire 
was received from the village at l3F068239. No damage was 
inc'lU"red. 

The VMO-6 Command ship flight visited all units, hauled 2,000 
pounds of rice, picked up one tBMC WIA. and when the flight 
spotted several Viet Gong in ~he open, they directed 3/1 
to the area where contact. was made 'Nith.good results. The 
flight Killed three Viet COIlg . .andcapt-'Ilred one to round out 
the day for the VMO-6 "SLICIG". 

28 Feb: This being the concluding day for Operation nDOUBLE EAGLE" the 
MA.G-36 squadrons went back to a nonnal working schedule. The 
squadrons in MAG .. 36 did an outstanding job, working day and 
night carrying Med Evacs in almost impassable weather and 
supporting the ground units when they needed the help most. 
Many lives were saved by the quick response that was given 
on every mission received. The men of MAG-36 did a really 
great job and should be commended for their hard work and 
long hours during Operation "DOUBLE EAGLE I' • 

Enclosure (3) 

SE~T 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
~RET 

PART TI 

1. Supporting Documents (Newspaper articles and photographs) 

TABLE OF CClJTENTS 

30:AJS:jrk 
003A7466 

; 

.JAppendix 1 .. MAG-36 helicopters drop off U. S. Marines in LZ. 

IAppendix 2 - Helicopters, Troops Round-Up Viet Cong 

/APpendix 3 - MAG-36 helicopters land U. S. Marines in hot zOne. 

Enclosure (4) 

SEem!T 

DECLASSIFIED 



( . 

I 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 30:AJS:jrk 
OO.3A7466 

AB smoke from bombs and rockets rises in the hot, humid air of a 
Vietnamese rice paddy, U. S. Marines leave a MAG-36 helicopter 
to set up LZ security during Phase I of Operation \tOOUBLE EAOLEu. 
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CHOPPER PffiSE CATOH.l!S CHARLIE 

~He\'icoptersITroops Round-Up VC 
I 
; By SSgt. C. B. Simmons 

CHU LAI-Like a cowboy 'leap· 
I ing from his horse to bulldog a 
steer, a Marine sergeant jumped 
from a landing helicopter to block 
escaping Viet Congo 

The enemy was sighted earlier 
by an Air Observer (AO) around 

i the small village of Tuyet Diem, 
eight miles southeast of Chu Lai. 

Two 'choppers from Marine 
M e diu m Helicopter Squadron 
(HMM)·364 . answered th.e AO's 
request to investigate theactivi· 
ty. They flew a Marine rifle sqtiad 
into the village with two 'UH-IE 
"gun-ships" from Marine Obser­
vation Squadron (VMO)-6 provid­
ing escort. 

The HMM-364 pilots sighted the 
three Viet Cong running for cover 
and brought their planes in on 
both sides. 

They flanked the three sprint­
ing VC as they headed for the 
covel' of a near·by hedgerow. 
Before the 'choppers stopped; the 
Marines were out and pursuing 

,the -enemy. 'The I sqUatl r~ader' Was 

the first one out. Seeing one VC chopper down beside the squad 
turn towal'dthe helo ready to leader and told him the VC were 
shoot, the sergeant fired his M-79 getting away. They were running 
grenade launcher from the hip toward the river. The Marines 
-one dead VC. took off after them. 

By this time the other two VC About the same time the sec­
were moving fast. The sergeant and gun ship was laying down a 
turned and headed back for the blanket of fire in front of the 
'copter at a dead'rlln. The "bird" escaping enemy. Three stopped 
took off and passed quickly over in their tracks. The fourth de­
the two funning VC. This time elined the invitation to surrender 
the crew . chief, SSgt. Ralph D.. and continued to run for the river. 
Lawson took over. He. fired a He was halfway across the river 
short burst from his machinegun. when· a gun ship opened fire. 
The VC stopped and stood at at· He reached the far bank as the 
tention until captured by the gunner fired .once more. The bul-
Marines. let found its mark. ' 

While all this was going on the Since there was no one to 
two gun ships were making con- .guard the three that had stopped. 
tinuous passes over the roofs of they' started running back toward 
the huts looking for more VC. the village only to be met by a 
They spotted four. charging squad of Marines. Run-

Thinking they were sighted, the ning around a grass hut, one 
VC ran from their hiding place squad member almost ran into 
and out of the other side of the a sUrprised VC. Before the enemy 
village., could act, the Marine opened up 

Knowing the squad couldn't see with his M-B-another dead VC. 
the escaping enemy. a VMO-6 The other two ran through a 
pilot tried to- contact them on the hedgerow to evade the fast-shoot­
radio. No luck. The pilot put his ing Leatherneck. 

---- '--,- .---~ ~---------,-- -~-'--"-- ----
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U. S. Marine ground troops move out under .fire as MAG-36 helicopters 
continue to bring in additional troops of the strike force. This 
action took place during Phase I of Operation t1DOUBLE EAGLEIt. 
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