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PART T
1. Organizational Data -~ Period 1 to 28 February 1966

a, Commanding Officer and Staff of MAG =362

co JOHISON, William G oL
X0 PORTER, Mervin B, : ITCOL
ADJ AMBROSE, Raymond He aNDIT
S-1 BRAY, Richard P,; - MAJOR
Se2 YSTES, Charles Eo - CAFT
5=3 SOMERVILLE, Daniel A 1T COL
Sl GARROT'I‘C, Alfred F, LTCOL
Chaplain HOWARD, Marvin | LCIR
F1t Surgeon SCHENK, Thomas LT (USN)
MO MOFFETT, Forrest L. CAFT
BB PARKER, George R ONDLT
FARKER, George R. @NDLT
GLRDINER, Joseph C, Jr' MAJR
TROYIR, Paul D, 1STIT
MEEKS, Clarence I, CLFT
Civil 4ftairs MIRRITT) Ma% As MAJOR
_ hwn Safety GOODSHLL, William” MLJOR
 NAT P VGBORA,) Getrge MAJOR
: Séouri t JESSEN, ‘Thoas Fo CAPT
Opdund Safety SOLTES, Authony J. NDIT
T 1 Enclosure (1)
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Commanders and Staff of attached urits:

co
X0

ADMIN

co
X0

ADMIN

Co
X0,

0PS

o’
oPS

co
X0

epPs

HEMS~36
MOMNEY, Thomas Q.
HATCH, Robert D,
CUTOMB, David H,
MA.BS-736
KENNEDY, Jack Le
COLLINS, Michael E,
SHAPIRO, Bruce I,
HMM~261
COSTELLO, Keith We
GUAY, Robert P,
PLTE, Gerald S.
HM-363
KEW, George D, ]
KELIQ}G » Willis: D,

NEEDHAM, Michell Je
MICHEELS, Herman M,
MO-6
ZITNIK, Robert Jo
PRESSON, Robert Re
PURGELL, Robert D,
2
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2, Tagk Organmigation and Unit Location:

Unit Designation Location : Date

HéMS-36 KY Hi 1 - 28 Feb 66
MABS~36 KY HA 1 - 28 Feb 66
HMM-261 KY HA 1 - 28 Feb 66
HMM~363 KY HL 1 - 28 Feb 66
HMM-36L KY HA 1 - 28 Feb 66
VMOLb KY HL 1 -~ 28 Feb 66

3. A4verage monthly strength: February 1966

Unit Mar. Off. Mar, Enl, Navy Off, Navy Enl,
gﬁ@%‘-—.sé 38 302

M‘*BS-36 15 36k b 26
2261 52 1n 1

363 50 155 1

sy e 15k 1

™6 32 150

Avelgafgé monthly strength of MAGe36 was 1568 officers and men,

3 Enélogiirs (1)
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PART I
1, Narrative Sumary:

With each passing day the installation at Ky Ha has continued
to expand in both functional and recreational aspects as this
summary will show.

Marine Air Base Squadron 36 provided camp maintenance, base
services and airfield operations support to MiG-36 (Forward) in
both phases of operation "DOUELE EAGLEY, as well as MAG-36 (Rear)
at Ky Ha,

During the reporting period the MiBS~36 Utilities Section,
taking advantage of good weather, completed the following projects:

9 Bldgs 16X40 with tin roofs. '

3 Bldgs 16XL0 to house the Comm Section,

8 Bldgs 16XLO painted inside.

2 HEldgs 16XL0 painted outside,

2 Bldgs 16X32 with tin roofs for Group Supply.

Messhall and Pot Shack completely rescreened, and sheds placed
over &1l reefers at the messhall,

The MiG=36 Communications Section's detachment of 19 men
provided all required communications for Phases I & II of
operation "DQUELE ELGLEM,

During phases I & II of operation “DOULLE EAGLEM HRMS =36
maintained & detachment of 5 men and support equipment in the
field for®the purpose of performing emergemcy field maintenance.
Members of the detachment were imvolved in an engine change under
combat condition along with the crew when a UH=3L4D went down in
the pick up zone, This was accomplished during the hours of
darkness and in spite of enemy sniper fire,

The H&MS-36 engine shop, during the month of February, tore
down and built-up 32 R-1820-8LC engines; to do thid 2132 man hours
were reqiimed, This equals the total number of engines torn down
and built-up during the period January thru October 1965.

MAG: 3
A night flare drop was flown by the HOR.3Z 107 piloted
by LtCol T. G. MOMEY and Major R, D. HATCH on 1 February 1966,
Coordinates BS 62L6 were continiously illuminated from 23L5H till
0100H, ' While on station the aircraft was under control of Sub-
seriber 1/L.
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in addition to the abive the C~117D wes uwbilized Ho haul MaAG-36
PX supplies from DANANG to CHU LAT and to carry passengers in and
out of the country as necessary,

During the reporting peried the C-117D experienced an chgine
failure on a return flight from Bangkok, Standard in-flight
ney procedures were instigated by the pilots and the air-
crafit landed without further incident at CAN THO.

The MAG=36 C-117D carried a total of 50,7 tons of cargo while
flying 75.9 hours during the month of Fcbruary 1966.

Squadrons of MAG=36 flew 5,656,6 hours during the period of this
report, (s the majority of these hours were flown under field
conditions, this reflects the quality of both pilots and Maintenance

personncl of this Group.

Casualties suffered by the Group were 28 WIA's and O KIA's; far
the magnitude of the operations throughout February this was very
light,

For the morale of all hands, the beach area adjacent to MAG-36
was opened this month, With comtinuing good weather this will be
another big step in maintaining the already high morale of the
Growp,
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1, OSignifieant Events:

1 Feb:

2 Febs

Sixteen HMM«261 UH«34D's helilifted 339 U. S« Marines of 2/9
from QUING NGAI vo IZ ES 665475 in three waves, Mmerous

fixed wing aircraft were utilized in the 1Z prepi Four armed
UH-1E!s of the Army were provided for escortg« Along with the
troops 19,725 pounds of cargo was also carried into the LZi The
lift was completed witha@t contact with the enenmy. .

Four BMM~261 aircraft were launched escorted by two U, S. Army
BANDITS, The agircraft lifted a total of 20 U, 3. Marines to

LZ BS 422595 to gearch for a grave and bring back the remains,
While the aireraft were circling the zone awaiting the pick-up,
mission 130C was received, Two of the aircraft proceeded to

BS 625297 for the retraction of a recon patrol consisting of 5
Ue Sy Marinea, The Marines were lifted to BA TO (BS 565330)

Two HMM=261 aircraft flew numerous lifts between the BSA, LPH-8

"and LZ BS 718427 for approximately two hours the aircraft and

crews were unable to leave their defensive positions or get the
aireraft airborne due to gnipers at the LZ, When the snipers
were eliminated the aircrafts and crews had sustained no hits
despite numerous attempts by the Viet Cong snipers,

Two HMM=261 aireraft flying numerous sorties between LL's received
hostile small amms fire from LZ BS 834423, BS 755545, BS 76253k,
BS 833432 and RS 815454. On the approach to 1Z BS 815454 far a
Med Evac mission intense small arms fire was received. Both
aircraft incurred light damage. Both aircraft returned the fire
bubt due to intense ground fire the aircraft were forced to

abandon the mission and returned to the ESA for futher assignments,

Fourteen HMM-363 aircraft joinBed approximately 20 other MAG-36
helicopters in a strike against landing zones at coordinates

BS 797327, BS 785335 and BS 795312, The only enemy fire
redeived was light sniper fire from the area of the pick=-up zone,

One aircraft of HMM«36l encountered enemy small arms fire fram

the vicinity of coordinates BS 825395, One hit was received without
injury to the crew., Suppressive fire was returned abt am altitude

of 1200 feet. No Kills were claimed,

Six HMM-261 aircraft along with 27 aircraft from five different
squadrons launched on a strike mission with VMO~6 aircraft worki
as the comtrolling aircraft. The pick-up zone was at ES 652455
with three different landing zones: 12 BS 795312, LZ BS 795327

1 Enclosure (3)
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3 Feb:

and BS 785237. Nothing was known as the size of or the
conditions of these zones prior to the strike, conseq-

uently the approach and departure procedures were not covered
along with the number of aircraft landing in the zone. The
aireraft were in the pick-up zone at 1410, The Battalion,
2/li, was not organized and consequently the operation was
delayed by 20 minutes, During this 20 minules, 15 aircraft
waited in the zone without air cover. The Battalion then
requested that six aircraft land at a time. All aircraft were
back by 1738.

A flight of VMO~6 Hueys acting as TiC(A) during an LZ prep ab
BS 79531l observed one F-8 fly through it's own bomb blast and
when the pilot was forced to eject from his aircraft, the
flight of VMO-6 Hueys picked the pilet up and transferred him
to the USS VALLEY FORGE.

Two HMM-36L UH-34D's flew from JOHNSON CITY to ccordinates
BS 652353 on a U, S. Marine reconnaissance missicn. The two
aircraft encountered intense small arms fire in the pick-up
zone, Suppresgive fire was returned from the aircraft. No
hits were received, and no Kills were claimed, The same two
aircraft returned from JOHNS(N CITY to coordinatcs BS 658298
on a second reconnaissance rctraction mission. The aircraft
received small arms fire while in the pick-up zone. As the
two aireraft took off from the zone an enemy mortar round
exploded in the zone, No lits were receiveds

Ten HMM=36L aircraft participated in a forty aircraft strike
involving the lifting of six hundred U. S. Marines to
coordinates BS 921267, Enemy forces set up an ambush for the
first wave to return and land in the pick-up zone B 715L32,
Mortar explogions and automatic weapons fire was encountered
in the pickeup zone. One aircraft received two hits, and a
second aircraft received one hit which resulted in an immediate
emergency landing in the pick-up zone. Emergency repairs were
made in the field and the aircraft was returned to KY Hi.

Three HMM=-36h aireraft returning to KY HL from the BSA at

night had trouble when one of the UH=3D's engine began running
rough. An emergency landing was made on the coash line near
FIRERLY (BS 719425).

Ten aircraft of HMM-261 launched on a mission to helilift 180
U, S, Military troops from LZ BS 795325 to 1Z BS 838277,

One of the aircraft received a hit in the pickeup zone with
the crew chief sustaining a minor scrateh on the right elbow,
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Ten aircraft of Hmme261 departed the BSA on a missienm to- ¢

136 U, S. Marines from LZ BS 719425 to LZ BS 921267. The flight
received moderate intensity fire from the pick-up zone and

light intensity fire in the drop zone, The crew chief of EM-15
received a wound when a bullet entered the clutch compartment’
and came through at such an angle as to enter hig left side,

He was evacuated to the LPH&8 where his prognosis was determined
to be fair,

Six VMO«6 Hueys were launched to the BSA for support mission. .
Onc scction of Hueys directed LZ prep at BS 836281, controlling
fire flights of VF/VA aircraft, During the troop landing, the
TMO-6 UH-1lE!'s claimed one Viet Cong KI4 which was the squadrons
first KIA of the operation.

The "MO«6 THC(A) section launched their Hueys to cover another
troop landing at B8 921267. This was the landing of 2/3 in
conjunction with an amphibious landing which the TAC(4) was not
briefed on, A section of Hueys cscorted the UH-3LD's into the
LZ, delivering suppresive fire on the first two passes,

The WM0«5 Hueys escorted a section of UH-34D's on a recon team
retraction and had to deliver suppressive fire around the picke-
up zonc when the UH=3LD's began rcceiveing automatic weapons fire.

Four HMM~36L aircraft flew from JOHNSON CITY to coordinates
BS 760338 for a U. S. Marine reconnaissance troop retraction,
The reconnaissance team had to remove antie~hclicopter stakes
in order for one aircraft at a time %o land, All aircraft
cncountered intense enemy small arms fire while entering and
lcaving the pick-up zone, Suppresgive fire was returned by
the helicopters, No hits were rcccived,

Ten HMM«261 aircraft launched to 1Z BS 636449 to conduct a
retrograde, A total of 74 U. S, Marines and 500 pounds of
cargo was transported back to the BSA, No enemy firc was
received, .

Onc VMO-6 Huey flown by LTCOL ZITNIK, Comma: ding Offic er VMO.6
was lost when the tail rotor came off during a gun run on a
Viet Cong automatic weapons position, The aircraft spun to the
ground from about 1000' and crashed in a rice paddy, LT
BUCHANAN landed near the wreckage and picked up the crew of
five which had sustained only minor wounds,
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Four HMM~-36lL; aircraft transported 93 U, S. Marines to
coordinates BS 719425, Four enemy mortar round explosions
occured during the first landing in the zone. No hits were
received,

Nine HMM«26) aircraft procecded to IZ BS 637449 to helilift
139 U, S, Marines to LZ BS 715425, The flight received light
automatic fire in the pick-up zone but none of the aircraft
nor crew werc hit,

Eleven WO0-6 Hueys were launched to support Operation WDOUBLE
EAGLEM and flew cvery assigned mission of a WO squadron
including helicopter escort, TAC(4), ThO, Med Evac, VIP, COM
and Emecrgency Resupply. One section of Hueys acting as TAC(4)
roccived heavy automatic weapong firc from a village necar the
LZ and was forced to call an airstrikc on the village to pre-
vent disruption of thc landing. Uniformed Viet Cong had been
spotted earlier running into the village. 4 scction gave
closc air support to 2/3 YGOLF" when said company came under
hcavy small arms fire. The Hueys accounted for onc Viet Cong
KI/. and onc Viet Cong WIL. The section then evacuated one
U, S. WLA from the area,

Lircraft of HMM-36lL encountered enemy fifty caliber automatic
fire in the vicinity of coordinates BS 972696, No hits on
the aircraft were reccived,

A flight of VMO-6 Hueys on a T4C mission observed armed Vict

“Gong running into a cave and after obtaining clearance to fire,

delivered rocket and machine gun fire into the mouth of the
saye however it was impossible to make a damage assessment.

Another flight of VMO-6 Hueys launched to act as TAC(4) on a
preassigned target at BS 790486 and BS 796L85. Nature of tar-
get were fortified positions and Viet Cong struetures. The
flight reported two buildings destroyed and five damaged by
the airstrike. A total of twelve Hueys participated in the
days operations,

Four HMM-36L aircraft departed from JOHNSQN CIT. to coord-
inates B 815315 to retract 55 Us Se Marines from a reconnaise
sance team, * The aircraft encountered enemy small arms fire
and automatic weapons fire in the piok-up zone. 4s the enemy
fire encreased in intensity, all aircraft returned suppressive
fire, Recomnaissance troops in the belly of each aircraft
added to the suppressive fire by kneeling and firing from the
aircraft openings.
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Fleven HMM~36l; aircraft participated in a fifty four air craft
strike, - U. S. Marines were picked up at coordinates BS 719-
425 and transported to the strike zone at coordinates BS 728~ °
176, Enemy small arms fire was encountered in the strike zone,
No hits werc received to aircraft or crew,

Ls t®0 aircraft of HMM-36l; were returning home to XY H& from

“JOHNSCN CITY, the lead aircraft encountered engine failure

wittew making it's approach to Rurmway 3 on the North Mat,
The aircraft landed on the end oi‘ the Mat and sustained only
minor damage.

Eight aircraft from RMM-261l carried 229 U. S. Marines from

1Z BS 888116 to LZ BS 744207 and from LZ BS 875823 to 12

BS 744207 within a two and a half hour period. No enemy contact
was received,

1Z prep at BS 728176 was directed by a scetion of WMO-6 Hueys
and a second section releived on station continuously throughout

.the day, Small arms fire was received from nearby areas around
-the LZ and airstrikes were run almost continuously to support

the ground units, 4 section of Hueys was called on for a PSY
warfare mission and the mission was accomplished without
incident. One sectior of Huegs: flred on a trench line where
five to scven Viet Cong had been firing at on Lrmy O<l
however no KB4 was made, The remaihder of the day the VMO-6
Hueys flew TAO and HE missions as necessarye Twelve VMO~
Hueys were involved in the days operations,

Two aircraft from HMM-36lL flew to DANANG to pick up two new
aireraft, All other activities were in support of Opesration
"DOUBLE ELGLEYW,

Two UHw3liD!'s from HMM-261 flew five U, S. troops to QUANG
NGAT, the aircraft received small amms fire from BS 755640
but no hits were received.

VMO-6 aircraft once again controlled a forty plane landing

and also directed the LZ prep at BS 745205, & comouflaged group
of buildings were found adjacenb to the LZ and vhe prep des=
troyed seven and damaged four others. The entire days operae
tion consisted primarily of TAC(L) work. & total of ndne Hueys
were involved in the operation,

5 Enclosure (3)
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11 Feb:

12 Feb:

13 Ibp;

HMM-363 lifted two loads of troops from the beach support

area (JOHNSON CITY) to an area nearby from which smiper fire
had repeatedly been receiveds Upon arrival in the landing

zore the aircraft came under heavy fire from urdiformed enemy
in the area, The alrcraft literally shot their way out of the
zone, with the gunners accounting for three positive Viet Cong
KTA's, and two probables. In retwrn the two aircraft received’
a total of four hits, but sustained no injuries to either emew,
Ag a result, VMO-6 Huey: gunships were brought in, followed
later by fixed wing Jets. The thmwough teamwork of these

two supporting elements, shortly reduced the area of resistance
to a devastated plot of ruins, A subsequent sweep of the

area by ground units was made, and revealed enemy entrench~

-ments and other signs of substantial enemy activity.

Two WMO~5 Hueys made a recon of 2nd Bn $th Marines operating area
. réporting very little activity in the area. The flight picked
Up -gome clagsified Viet Cong material at BS 715170 and delivered

it %o Subscriber 2.

A section of W06 Hueys escerted four UH-3LD's on a recon
insertion and then acted as TAC(A) directing airstrikes against
enemy positions at BS 830399, The same flight then performed
a VR miggion for 3/1 “ECHO" and were called on to deliver
suppressive fire into some enemy positions Killing three
Wounding five,

Six VMOe6 aircraft were used during the day., A flight on a recon
hop cbserved numerous males hiding in trenches in the vicinity
of BS 8933 and when small arms fire was received from the area,
artillery was called in on the area followed by three airstrikes,
Much of the trenchwork was reported destroyed by the combined
strikes,

Eight HMM-261 aircraft joined with three other MAG-3¢ squadrons
to carry 123 U. S, Marines. The first wave of troops was
helilifted from LZ BS TLOLLS to IZ BS 799190. The second and
third wave of troops were lifted to a second zone 300 meters
west and 500 feet lower than the original zone, The first zone
was rapidly going IFR and the aircraft were unable to land,

Six VMO-6 Hueys were launched to the BSA of which? were commatd
ships, and the remaining four flsw TAC(A) / TAO missions
continuously throughout the day, On one recon mission, five
Viet Cong troops were observed hiding in.a trench however

. the DASC would not give permission to fire so the Hueys returned

%Q the BSA in utter fustration,

Two airoraft of HMMe26) capyieq 17 Uy S treops and 1,000
pounds .- of ‘cargo between the BBA, RLT U, KY HA, CHU LAY Air
Freight, USS MONTICELLO, UBS PAUL REVERE, and the USS VALLEY

FORGE, .
_ R 63 Enclosure (3)
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Eight HMM-261 aircraft along with 30 other UH-3LD's from
other squadrons of MAG=36 went on mission 1310T on a strike
into LZ BS 560L48, Some troops were picked up at IZ BS 933~
135 and landed at BA TO., The remainder of the troops were
helilifted from the BSA into the strike zone. After these
troops were in the LZ the troops at BA TO were helilifted into
the strike zone. STATIMN EREAK aircraft transported a total
of 169 U, S. Marines between the zones,

Eight WM0~6 Hueys supported Operation "DOUBLE EAGLE" flying
their usual TAC(A) / TAO and HE missions, Bad weather delayed
on LZ prep for three to four hours however the LZ was recon'd

.just prior to prep time and approximately fifteen Viet Cong

were seen fleeing from the LZ. The Hueys quickly dropped
four of them and elaimed four Viet Cong KIA. Four Hueys
releived on station over the IZ untill 1855 flying TAC(4A)
and recon missions in support of the ground units, 2/3.

L call for one emergency recon team retraction was received and
one VMO-6 "SLICK®" Huey and three VMD~6 Lrmed Hueys were assigned
the mission, The recon team was located on a steep mcuntainous
slope which prohibited the Huey from landing; however, 1STLT
HAINES made an approach to the site under enemy fire and
hovered with one skid on the deck while the recon team embarked
aboard the Huey, The three Gunships in the meantime; made
repeated firing passes around the LZ trying to silence the

shemy fire, As the slick left the 12 1STLT HATNES heard that

2 U 3y KIL had been left in the zone; be made a second
approach, “ance again under fire and recovered the Kli. The
Gimships . thenl expended their ordance on the arca and all four
#aft returned™to, the BSi.

of HYM-26Y-1ifted 138 U, S, Merines from 55 822-
; & troop retrograde. Hostile small arms fire
red From B8 822304 but none of the aireraft »r crew

Two HMM;ZSi aircraft launched on a Med Evac mission T npick
up one U. S. SICK from IZ BS 522925, One aircraft received one
hit during the flight but the crew escapted injury.,

Six VMO-6 Hueys were lauriched to the BSA and ore flight
escorting a group of UH3LD's on a retraction, spotted three
armed Viet Cong in a trench and quickly made a firing pass
on theiiy killing two and wounding the third. The lead air=
craft landed by the WLA &nd picked up one Viet Cong weapon
and the wingman landed ne#t to the WIi who was fleeting the
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15 Feb:

16 Febr

17 Feb:
18 Feb:

00347L66

area, capturéd“thg Viet Cong and then took him back to the
BSA. The remainder of the day was spent flying TAC(A) / T4O
missions,

Four HMM-36l aircraft on a U, S, Marine troop retraction from
coordinates BS ShLl encountered enemy small arms fire when
they lifted out of the pick up zone. Suppressive fire was
returned from the number three aircraft, One KBh was claimed.
No hits were received, The four aircraft transported the
troops to the USS VALLEY FORGE and the number two aircraft
logged the 35,000th helicopter landing aboard the ship,

Eight HMM-36l aircraft carried a U. S. Marine reaction platoon
and maintenance crew from JOHNSQN CITY to a downed aircraft

at coordinates BS 540419, IFnemy small arms fire was encountered
in the vicinity of coordinates BS 5h2l12,

Eight air craft of HMM-261 went on mission 1510B to retrograde
58 U, S, Marires at BS 600410, One aircraft received one hit
while sitting in the pick-up zone. No injuries were incurred.

During the Retrograde CLIP«CLOP 2sl had an engine chip detector
light go on so STLTIMN EREAK 5~7 was dispatched to pick up the
creWw and pilots. No enemy fire was encountered on pick-up,

hAircraft from HMM-261 were on a supply run between LZ BS 565«
393 and QUiNG NGAT when they received heavy small arms fire
from BS 558392, The aircraft and crew received no hits,

Eight WO0-6 Hueys were launched to support the operation DOUELE:
EAGLEY, Four Hueys relleved continuously covering the retrace
tion of 2/9 and 2/3, The Hueys delivered suppressive fire
around the LZ when the UH-34D's reported receiving automatic
weapons and small ams fire. The XKLAWDIKE'S accounted for four
Viet Cong structures destroyed, and the VF/VA aircraft called

in for support destroyed many more and succeeded in silencing
the hostile fire,

The Squadrons of MAG=36 went back to normal operations of
resupply and transport of cargo as the Phase I of Operation
"DOUBLE EAGLE" came to a end.

Normal operations for the 4G,

Two "MO-6 Hueys flew cover for a surface convoy enroute to
DANING 3 however, the convoy didn!'t get any further than the
northern end of the CHU LLXT TACR because the road was blown
oute The Hueys caused a lot of excitement in a nearby school
when they flew over slowly and dropped candy into the school
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vards Thereafter, every time a Huey was heard in the vicinity,
the school yard quickly filled with little brown faces looking
skyward toward the flying !'CINDY MACHINE!. The Hospital ship
USS REPOSE has been in the waters off XY Hi, and the VMO-6
Hueys have given the crew quite an air show,

On this date HMM-363 aircraft supported the first stages of
Phase 1T of Operation "DOUBLE EAGIEY, HMM=363 aircraft pare
ticipated in three strikes, on the second 1ift, which moved
Marines from the LPH-8 to landing zone SWALLOW and THRUSH,
(BT 145192),(BT 2041L45). Three aircraft were hit and one of .
the crewmen on their aircraft was also hit,

Two aircraft of HMM-36L launched to pick up a Priority Emergency
Med Evac at coordinates BS 582939, The lead aircraft went into
the pick-up zone, and received enemy small arms and automatie
weapons fire in the vieinity of coordinates BS 580945 and ES 557=
737 on landing and take off, Two WIA werec picked up while the

U, 5. Marines in the zone were pimned down from enemy fire,

Trere were no injuries and no hits were received,

Twelve aircraft participated in a strike from KY Hh to coordinates
BS 17016L. Enemy small arms fire was encountered by all air-
craft entering the drop zone. One aircraft was forced to make
an emergency . landing in the strike zone. Maintenance crews from
KY HA had to be flown into the zone to strip the aircraft down
for recovery purposes., One of the maintenance aircraft was hit
by automatic weapons fire while in the zone. The pilot and
crew received minor burns and cubs from shattered fragments
caused by the hit., The aircraft gunner went into a case of
severe shock and was evacuated immediately to "B Med, During
these events the aircraft couldnot reburn suppressive fire due
to the many U, S. Marines in the zone,

HIM-26L ajrcraft along with two other MiG-36 squadrons launched
on a mission to helilifte# a total of 84 U, S. Marincs from
KY Hi. to LZ SWl (BT 160168), Hostile fire, possible automatio
weapons, was received from BI 163171 but was quickly surpressed
by ALE's and hrmy Gunships. One air craft sustzined minimum
damage from the hostile fire but none of the ciew were injured,

Ten HMM-261 aircraft led a 30 plane strike into LZ THRU§H (BT 199~
145). The Uy Se Marines were lifted from the LPH-8 to the LZ,

101 of which were lifted by HMM-261l aircraft, Hostile small arms
fire was encountered during the approach and departure from the
zone but no damage or injuries were sustained,
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Two aireraft from HMM-261 flew Med Evac missions throughout
the day carrying both ARW's and Us S. WIA to the QUANG NGAT
Hospital, DAN/ANG Hospital and to “B" Med. No enemy fire was
encountered during these missions.

HMM-261 aircraft led three different squadrons on an assualt
troop lift, The first wave of U, S, Marines were picked up at
Hill 29 (BT 230319) and were landed in LZ MALLLRD (BT 235122).
The second wave of Marines were heliliftcd from Hi1l 29 to IZ
DRLKE (BT 262125), The flight then proceeded back to LZ MILLARD
40 helilifted the first wave of ‘Marines into LZ DR&KE. STATIN
BREAK aircraft shuttled 180 U, S, Marines between the zones and
then returned to the BELRCAT to refuel., On departure from 12
MLLLLRD (BT 235122) one aircraft was hit by enemy small arms fire.
The round penetrated the main fuel line and was lodged in the

0il breather tube. The aircraft landed safely at QUANG TIN where
it was later repaired. The remainder of the flight commenced to
off lead 8L U, S. Marines from the BEARCAT to QUANG TIN,

4 total of 191 U. S. Marines were shuttled by 11 HMM=-261 airs
craft between QULNG TIN and LZ DUCK (BT 17016L) for perimeter
gecurity around a downed UH-34D, Heavy sniper fire was encountered
into and out of the zone but was eventually surpressed by ALE
fire power, Three aircraft susbained minor to moderate damage
as a result of the enemy fire. The mission was completed at 1705,

At OLLO, a flight of two VMO-6 Hueys launched to kick off Uperation
WDOUELE FLGLE Phase II®, The Hueys picked up B/Gen PIATT and Col
W, G, JOMSON, proceeded to the operation area to make a weather
reconnaissance of the proposed HILZ's and then returned to Ky Ha,
The flight launched again with B/Gen PLATT aboard, who watched
the assault landing after making a liasion stop with the ground
unitss The flight received fire three times during the day how=~
ever no hits were taken., The flight made many stops at the .
battalion CP's throughout the day and picked up two U.S WIA's

and delivered them to the USNHS REPCSE, picked up one VG Wih, -
transported captured VC equipment and inserted a radio relay

team at BL2hll,

Two flights of VMO-6 Hueys on TAC(4) were utilised during the
day for directing LZ prep and suppressive fire around the lZ.

One TLC{L) flight led by Mej. PURCHELL, sighted five VC at BI207-
175 and killed three of them with M-60 machine gun fire.
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i Pebs HMMw363 aircraft had a crew man wounded when the aireraft was
flying enroute on a resupply mission. The crew man sustained
minor injuries and was treated at BRAVO-MED. A4 large strike
was flown this day which moved RW Marines into Landing Zone
X-RLY, (BT 098104)., MILLPOINT aircraft comprised the lead
element of this lift,

Two aircraft from HMM-36l were sent from JOHNSON CITY to
coordinates BT 309215 to pick up 8 enemy prisoners. The
lead aircraft landed in the zone unadivised that a fire
fight was in progress. The aireraft received one hit with
no injuries to the crew, The aircraft used suppressive fire,
No Kills were claimed,

Twelve HMM-36l aircraft participated in a 32 aircraft strike of
Vietnamese Marines from TiM KY to coordinates BT 103087. WNo
incidents were reported,

4t 0L20 Two HMM~261 aircraft on Med Evac standby were launched
from XY Hi on mission 12124, The aircraft evacuated L, ARW WIL's
from LZ BT 602922 to the QUANG NGAI Hospital., The radio conte
roller gave the pilots invaluable assistance in the approaches
and landings into the pick-up zone. During their approach to
the pad at QUANG NGAI Hospital the aircraft received heavy

small arms fire just South West of the city. No damages or
injuries were incurred and the aircrafb returned safely to

KY HAL at 0532.

Two aircraft of HMM«~261 carried 6 ARWN's, 3 U. S. Military
personnel and 600 pounds of cargo. .from QUANG TIN to TIEN PHOUC
(BT 113137). One aireraft received a hit while in the vicinity
of TIEN PHOUC. Minor damage was sustained,

Two HMM-~261 aircraft 1lifted 5 U. S. wounded Marines from 12
BT 2001L0 to "B" Med. The aircraft were fired upon by sniper
fire while sitting in the zone., The fire was retwurned but
negative results,

Other HMM261 ajrcraft on Med Evac missions carried two weunded
Ue S Marines from the BSA to "BW Med, On another mission
HMM-~26) aircraft evacuated 2 ARWN wounded from LZ BT L18122 to
the Hospital at QUiNG NGAI.

Eight HMM-261l aircraft lifted 252 ARW!s from TaAM XY to LZ

BT 098105, The 1lift was compleped without incident and all
aircraft returned to QUANG TIN,
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One seriously wounded U. S. Marine was evacuated by HMM~261
from LZ BT 268227. "B" Med was notified to have someone
meet the alrcraft, They reacted by sending two corpsmen
who apparently were not appraised of the situation. The WIA
quit breathing about 3 mimibes from “BY Med, He was reviveéd
by the crew members thru artificial resperation and saved by
"B Med corsmen giving him oxygen,

Four HMM-261 aircraft on Med Evac standby at the LSA were
launched on missions 200R, 2008 and 200T at 2020 to pick up

the wounded of a company which received heavy mortar fire.

On the first trip to LZ BT 217219, 2 Viet Cong WIi's, L Viet
Congs and 2 U, S. Marines were lifted to "D® Med. The secomd
trip into the zone saw a little more action., While the second
aircraft was making it's approach 2 enemy mortar rounds fell
into the zone and the pilot waved off, A4bout 2 minutes later
the plane made another approach and landed to pick up the wounded,
Twenty-seven U. S, WIA's and 1 U. S. KIL were evacuated from
the zone to "D" Med. The four aircraft then proceeded in IFR
weather to M4RELE MOUNTLIN Hospital with the serious cases.

kK total of 10 Wik's all U. S. were transported from DU Med

to MLRELE MOUNTAIN Hospital and "C" Med at DANANG. Enroute

to DINANG, one aircraft got hit by small amms fire from

LT 965752, The bullet damaged the transmission but the mission
was complebed. Six more STLTION BRELK aircraft were called

to asaist in carrying 15 U. S, wounded from "D Med to "B" Med
and to the USS REPOSE,

Four VMO-6 aircraft and four Army UH-1B's were assigned to
escort UH-34D's from four different squadrons ronducting a
twelve hundred Vietnamese Marine troop lift into two 1%'s,

The LZ's were not preped due to radio failure in the TLC(A)
aircraft, however the Hueys delivered rockek and M-60 machine
gun fire around the LZ's just prior to the first wave of
UH-34D's landing. No hostile fire or activity was encountered
despite the many enemy fortifications around the Li'c,

A second flight of VMO-6 Hueys flew escort for eight UH-3LD's

who were inserting 59 troops at BT 132206, The operstion
wen® smoothly with no hostile fire being receied,
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HMM-363 aircraft participated in three major strikes this day.
A1l three were joint efforts with numerous other MiG-36
helicopters. 4lthough little or no fire was received in all
the strikes zones, the pick-up areas for the latter lifts
ylelded a2 considerable amount of small arms fire, The only
casualty for the day was a pilot who was hit in the leg by
ground fire ag his aircraft climbed out of the last strike zone.
The pilot was flown immediately to DELTLMED at the LSh by his

.co-pilot, where he received preliminary treatment.

Eight HMM=36L aircraft along with 2l other MaG-36 helicopters
when on a strike mission to coordinates BI 051250, Enemy small
arms and automatic weapons fire was encountered in the zone.

No hits were received,

When the Troop lift for the strike was completed, HMM-36L
aircraft began lifting external and internal cargo into the
zone. During this lift ome of HMM-362 aircraft crashed and
burned in the zone, A WHITE GOID ajr craft landed near the

crash immediately to pick up thecrashed air craft's crew members,
The aircraft then flew to the USS VALLEY FORGE to drop off the
crew, but the co-pilot of the crashed bird had been badly
injured and had to be evacuated immediately to the USS REPOSE.

Four HMM~261 aircraft conducted a stxrike into BI' 998232
utilizing 6 UH-1E's and lj AE's for cover., The STATION
BRELK air craft helilifted a total of 94 U. S. Marines from
LZ BT 192186 4o the drop zone. Hostile fire (small arms)
was received in the pick-up zone and the drop zone but
nong of the aircraft were hit,

Again on another strike mission HMM~261 had L aircraft help a-
Yong with 28 other helicopters of MiG=-36 to helilift 71 U. S,
Marines from LZ BI 218168 to 1Z BT 039262. Sniper fire was
encoantered in the pirkwup zone tut none of the sircrzft were
hit,

4 flight of VMO-6 Hueys acting as TAC(4A) launched to nake a
weather recon at 0700 and later launched again to conduct

LZ prep. ALirstrikes were directed at BT 05123% and B 063266,
The second Huey in the flight claimed one Viet Cong KB4 when
he fell before the rocket attack by the UH-1E,

Two BMM~36l; aircraft encountered heavy enemy automatic

weapons fire in the vicinity of coordinates BI 013222.
No hits were received,
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Four HMM-36L aircraft encountered an enemy mortar explosion
in a drop zone near coordinates BT 153187. No hits were re-~
Ceived.

Two HMM=26l aircraft on mission 2211B lifted 2400 pounds of

- cargo and 3 U. S, Marines to LZ BT 170255, While unldading
supplies in the zone heavy sniper fire was encountered. Both
the crew chief and the gumner of BUNO 119365 were:hits The
crew chief was hit by a piece of shrapnel causing minor
laceration on the right arm. The gunner was hit by a round
just below the right knee. Both men were taken to "Dt Med
for medical treatment,

Two other HMM-261 aircraft while carrying 1,000 pounds of
cargo. to IZ BT 170255 were hit by heavy small amms fire
while sitting in the LZ unloading. One aircraft received

a hit in the cleo strut of the right main mount loosing all
of it's hydraulic fluid. Minor shrapnel wounds were received
by the pilot, crew chief and gunner, When the brief battle
wag finished the pilots checked the demaged aireraft and pro-
ceeded back to the LSL with 3 U. S, wounded Marines,

Two VMO<6 Hueys launched in response to an emergency call
from Subscriber WPAPA! requesting two Gunships. The Hueys
- proceeded to BT 156196, landed and talked to the 4L0 of 2/7
"GOLF who had been receiving hostile fire from the village
-of DICH YEN near (BT 153178). The Hueys then launched and
at the request of the supported ground unit, laid down
suppressive fire into and around the village and both air-
craft expended their ordance lead into the village, destroying
five -structures and succeeding in silencing the enemy fire.
During the Hueys pass to fire suppress:.ve fire t.hey were fired
at bub none of she aixeraft were hibe

The command ships of VMO=6 flew B/GEN PLATT to each Battalion
CP three times and picked up three Uy S. WIA's at BT 156193,
The zone was hot and when fire was received, fire was returned
by the Hueys however no damage asgesgment wag made.

Two YM0-6 Hueys acted as TAC(L) for the retraction of 2/9 and
were forced to deliver guppressive fire when they began to
receive hostile fire from BT 220204, The ememy was silenoed
but no damage assessment was made, . _

Two VMO=6 Hueys and two Jumy Hueys lamuched to provide cover
for a downed helo ab BT 170253, however on arrival at the site,
the helo had already been flown out, The VMO6 Hueys remained
on stat:.on direct:.ng alrStar:Lkes in the v:xcmity of BT 170252,
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HMM~261 sent L aircraft to the ISA for mission assignments.
Due to extremely poor weather just a few missions were
flown. On the way to the 1SL the L aircraft received
small arms fire from BT 363227, No hits were received.
While at the LSA the aircraft transported 7,700 pounds of
cargo and 9 U, S, Marines between different zones in the
operations area. Thirteen U. 5. Med Evacs were also flown
between the ISL, “B% Med and the USS REPOSE.

Two HMM-261 aircraft from KY Hi went out on mission 13194 and
13198, Twenty~-three Viet civilians were lifted from C & C
(BT 556052) to the AVEN Hospital at QUANG NGAI. The two air=
craft escorted by two VMO-6 Hueys, proceeded to ES 67556L

to pick up 4RW wounded, Many of the ARVWN wounded and dead
were laying in the rice paddies between the 4ARW stronghold
and the tree line. The aircrafts air taxied over the fields
looking for the bodies and the crew chief and gunner loaded
them into the air craft, Three trips were made between the
zone and the QUING NGALI Hospital carring a total of 26 ARW
WILits, 26 ARW KIA's and 1 U, S. WLhe sporadic small arms

fire was received just West of the zone but none of the

STLTIN BRELK aircraft were hit, One pilot of the Hueys
was hit in the leg and brought back to "Bt Med for treatment,

Two VMO~6 Hueys launched on an emergency Med Evac mission after
hazardous weather conditions and hostile fire had iwevented an
UH«3LD flight from making the pick up., LICOL ZITNINIK Commanding
Officer of VMO=6 led the flight with MAJOR PURCELL as co-pilot
and PFC CINNON as crew chief and the escort aireraft was piloted
by CALPT PETTIGREW and 1ISTLT SHOEMAKER with L/CPL PRICE and

-PFC KASUBA as crew chief and gurmer. Weather at take off was

200-300! overcast and visibility less than one mile in rain,
The flight was forced down to the pick-up zone and received
small armms fire enroute, LICOL ZIMNIK made an approach to the
pick-up zone, which wag barely large enough to accomadate one
helicopter. Weather at the pick-up zone was approximately two
hundred feet and one half visibility. After the pick up

was made, the flight started back to the LSA and received

‘automatic weapons fire and the escort aircraft was hit twice -

once in the tail rotor and once in the left part of the fuse-
lage. L/CPL PRICE and PFC KASUBA immediately returned fire,
however the flight continued on course and landed at D" Med
in the LSA, LTCOL ZIINIK was recommended for the Silver Star
for his herioc action and MAJOR PURCELL, CAPT PETTIGREW and
1STLT SHOEMAKER were recommended for the Distinguished Flying
Cross. L/CPL PRICE, PFC KASUBA and PFC CANNON were all recome
mended for the Navy Ccommendation Medal.
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Two Hili{=36l aricraft lifted a U, S. Marine recomnaissance
team from RLT«) to coordinates BT 314067, The lead air e
craft encountered enemy small arms fire on final app~
roach and had to wave off, The aireraft crew chief fired
suppressive fire at the enemy and claimed. one probable
Kill, The aircraft receJ.Ved no hits and the mission was
aborted,

Bight HMM«261 aircraft lawnched on mission 2L|lOI to
carry a total of 482 ARVN soldiers and 7 & S, advisors
from TAM KY to 12 BI 143305, ' L-Hour was to be at 1100
buwt it was delayed for L5 minutes in the pick up zone
due to lack of coordination of the troopse The 1lift -
was completed without further incident at 13L7.

Four HMM«261 aircraft were utilized during the day to
resupply various zones within the CHU LAL TACR. They
carried k4,770 pounds of cargo and 8 U, S, Marines and
roturned to KY HA without receiving any enemy fire,

A flight of 2 WMO«6 Hueys were scrambled to the QUANG -
NGAI airfield where they joined two STATION BRLiK aire
craft for an cmergency Med Evac in support of the ARVN

at H11 56 (BS 675565)e The KLONDIKE flight transported
three ARW WIA's to the QUANG NGAI Hospital, On their
return to the battle arca the Hueys were directed to take
an estimated 100 Viet Cong in a trench and treeline under
fire at BS 661579. The flight expended it's ordnance and
reburned to QUANG NGAI to refuel and re-arm, then back-
to the target area for a repeat performance, During a
gunnery run the flight leader, MAJ(R 4. J. KOHANOWICH
was shot through the right leg and hand, and was immediately
taken to "Bt Med,

Eight HMM-363 aircraft involved in a troop lift transe
porting Marines from a pick up zone to the LFH-8, On one
of the approaches to the pick up zone the number two alr-
craft picked wp an enemy round hitting the co-pilot in
the lege, The man wag taken to "B" Med for treatment,
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Seven aircraft of HMM-261 transported LL,600 pounds of cargo
and 2l LARW's between the ISA and 1Z BT 115157, One aircraft
received a hit while enroute from Bl 131158, No injuries were
incurred,

Seven HMM~261 sircraft lifted Uk U. S. Marines from the ISh to
LZ AT 977255. The lift was completed without incident,

Three HMM~261 UH&3LD's jointed up with 5 WHITE GOLD aircraft
on mission 2505B to conduct a retrograde from BT 192178,
Fourteen U. S. Marines were lifted from the zone by STATIM
BREAK aircraft under intense enemy fir e, The lift was come
pleted successfully without any damage to the air craft or in=
juries to the crew,

During the day HMM-261 Med Evac aircraft flew a total of 1l
U. S, Marines and 15 4RW's between LZ's “B! Med, "D' Med and
the USS REPGCSE.

En_ght HMM~36L aircraft participated in a twenty four aircraft
retraction of U, S, Marines from coordinates BS 055250, The
lead aireraft had a chip detector light and had to make a pre-
caut:.onar‘y emergency landlng in the pick-up zone. It was
determined an englne change had to be made, The engine change
was, acﬂompllshed in less than six hours, under adverse weather
¢ 1ditions , enemy small arms fire and mightfall, The aircraft
wua returned to KY Hi.

E:Lght HMM~261 aircraft helilifted 206 U, S, Marines from the
ISA to the BELRCAT in L trips. The same aircraft helilifted
160 U, S. Marines in 3 trips from LZ BT 062253 to the BEARCAT.
No incidents were reported, On another trip 6 HMM~261 aircraft
conducted a retrograde consisting of 60 U, S. Marines from LZ
Bl 062253 to the LSh. No enemy fire was encountered,

L flight of 2 VMO=6 Hueys covered a second troop retraction
from BT 05525 and when an UH<3}D went down at the 1Z, the
Hueys remained overhead untill the aircraft was recovered,

The Hueys delivered suppressive fire on two occassions

when the enemy fired on the UH.3LD's executing the retraction,

Two HMM-36L aircraft on Med Bvac standby at KY HA were sent
to coordinates BS 395145 to pick up one U, S. WIL. Ong air-
craft was directed into the zone, Upon landing U. S. ground
forces informed the aircraft they had just landed in a mine
field, The aircraft lifted out of the mine field without
incident, picked up the Med Evac and cvacuated him to "B' Med,
The same two aircraft later returned to the same zone. 4
yellow smoke was popped, but it set the zone on fire and one
aircraft was forced to land out of the pick-up zone.
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Eight aircraft of HMM~26) launched on a retrograde mission
to haul 134 U, S. Marines and 1,600 pounds of their gear.
The Marines were picked up abt LZ BT 055250 and transported
to the LSA: During the retrograde hostile small arms fire
was received from the village at BE 068239, No damage was
incwurreds

The "MO-6 Command ship flight visited all wnits, hauled 2,000
pounds of rice, picked up one IBMC WIA and when the flight
spotted several Viet Cong in the open, they directed 3/1

to the area where contact. was made with good resultse The
flight Killed three Viet Cong and captimwed one to round out
the day for the VMO-6 "SLICKS“,

This being the concluding day for Operation "DOUBLE EAGLE" the
MAG=36 squadrons went back to a nommal working schedule. The
squadrons in MAGe36 did an outstanding job, working day and
night carrying Med Evacs in almost impassable weather and
supporting the ground units when they needed the help most,
Many lives were saved by the quick response that was given

on every mission received., The men of MAG-36 did a really
great job and should be commended for their hard work and
long hours during Operation “DOUELE EAGLE®.
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;
\/Appendix 1 - MAG=36 hélicopters drop off U, S, Marines in 1Z,
/ Appendix 2 = Helicopters, Troops Round-Up Viet Cong

,/ Appendix 3 - MAG~36 helicopters land U, S Marines in hot gzone,
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As smoke from bombs and rockets rises in the hot, humid air of a
Vietnamese rice paddy, U. S. Marines leave a MAG=36 helicopter
to set up L2 security during Phase I of Operation “*DOUBLE EAGLEM,
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CHOPPER POSSE CATCHES CHARLIE

Helicopters, Troops Round-Up VC

By SSgt. C. B. Simmons

‘ CHU LAI—Like a cowboy leap-
ling from his horse to bulldog a
steer, a Marine sergeant jumped
from a landing helicopter to block
escaping Viet Cong.

The enemy was sighted earlier
by an Air Observer (AO) around
jthe small village of Tuyet Diem,
eight miles southeast of Chu Lai.

Two - ’choppers from Marine
Medium Helicopter Squadron
(HMM)-364 - answered the AO’s
request to investigate the activi-
ty. They flew a Marine rifle squad
into the village with two UH-1E

“gun-ships”’ from Marine Obser-
vation Squadron (VMO) 6 provid-
ing escort.

The HMM-364 pllOtS sighted the
three Viet Cong running for cover
and brought their planes in on
both sides.

They flanked the three sprint-
ing VC as they headed for the
cover of a near-by hedgerow.
Before the ’choppers stopped, the
Marines were out and pursuing
;the eniemy, ‘The'dgliad Iedder was

the first one out. Seéing one VC
furn toward the helo ready to
shoot, the sergeant fired his M-79
grenade launcher from the 'hip
—one dead VC.

By this time the other two VC
were moving fast. The sergeant
turned and headed back for the
*copter at a dead run. The “bird”
took off and passed quickly over
the two running VC, This time

the crew chief, SSgt. Ralph D.

Lawson took over. He fired a
short burst from his machinegun,
The VC stopped and stood at at-
tention until captured by the
Marines.

While all this was gomg on the
two gun ships were making con-
tinuous passes over the roofs of
the huts looking for more VC.
They spotted four.

Thinking they were sighted, the
VC ran from their hiding place
and out of the other side of the
village. :

Knowing the squad couldn’t see
the escaping enemy, a VMO-§
pilot tried to- contact them on the
radio, No luck, The pilot put his

chopper down beside the squad
leader and told him the VC were
getting away. They were running
toward the river. The Marines
took off after them.

About the same time the sec-
ond gun ship was laying down a
blanket of fire in front of the °
escaping enemy. Three stopped
in their tracks. The fourth de-
clined the invitation to surrender
and continued to run for the river,

He was halfway across the river
when- a gun ship opened fire.
He reached the far bank as the
gunner fired .once more. The bul-
let found its mark.

Since there - was no one to
guard the three that had stopped,
they started running back toward
the village only to be met by a
charging squad of Marines. Run-
ning around a grass hut, one
squad member almost ran into
a surprised VC, Before the enemy
could act, the Marine opened up
with his M-14—another dead VC,
The other two ran through a
hedgerow to evade the fast-shoot-
ing Leatherneck.

B U SN AU .

2 Appendix 2 to
Enclosure (L)

SECRET

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

-
A

SECRET ORTES

Ues Se Marine ground troops move out under fire as MAG-36 helicopters
continue to bring in additional troops of the strike force, This
action took place during Phase ¥ of Operation "DOUELE EAGLE".
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