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1, Organizational Data  Pesisd 1 t0’ 31 March 1966

. .- e o A.’,“;“ # ,.H";,:.r""é'
a, Commanding Officer and SEAff of Mid-36:

co JOHNSON, Willian G. )
X0 | PORTIR, Mervin B, LTCOL
DS AMBROSE, Rayhend Hq aNDLT
R A i o e
. 8=2 | Yx’;TiES, Charles Eq . Cubt
5-3 | SOMMERVILLE, Danilel As LICOL 1 to 22 Mar
| ZITNIK, Robert Jo»  °  LICOL 23 to 31 Har
54 GARROTTO, ilfred Fo LTCOL
~.Chaplain - HOWLRD, Marvin S L‘C.'DR
Flt Surgeon : SCHENK, Thomas .' 17 (Usn)
MIO - MOFFEI‘T, :Forrest L. o capr
B = R;RkﬁR, George R, . 2NDLT
ORD © P.RKER, Ceorge R, - : 2NDLT
MJINT GiRDINER, Joseph.Co Jre ~  MLJOR-
LEGAL " TROYER, Paul D, . ©  1SIIT
COMY . MEOKS, Claremce I ' CuPT
Civil Affairs MERRITT, Max 'he " MJOR
ivn Safety  GOODSELL, Wiiltam ¥, ™ " "wigoR " T ¢
NATOPS | .voaom;, George - | MiJOR 1 to 12 Mar
| KUCI, Diek. =~ -- ' MiJOR 12 to 31 Mar
Security = JBSSIN, Thomas F. ©curr
1 Enclosure 11,
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b. Commanders and Staff of attached unitsx

CO

X0

MLINT O

co
X0
o
X0
OPS
co
X0
OPS
coi

X0

OoPS

H&MS-36
MOOI\iEY, Thomas Gi

'HATCH, Ro@er_ﬁ- Da;

GARDINER, Joseph Cs Jra

MiBS+36

 KENNEDY, Jack i

TWEED, MacDonald Ds

R R i w

I’CéiLINS Michagd E

KENNEDY, Jack ii.
HMM=261
COSTELLD, Keith W,
GULY, Robert Pe
PATE, Gerald S.
| HMM=363
KEW, Géorge‘D.
MqGéucu, J. D,
KELLOGG, wiilis D,
VOBOR.., George J‘:a‘
GRI.EN,— Waiiac_e He
: mm.aéu-

' LUCAS Will:.am R

BT LA L

SOI’MERVILLE Daniel drg.

NEEDHAM, Michael 'U .

MICHEELS, Herman M.

2

LTCOL
MALJOR

MAJOR

- -

L X

MAJOR 1 o 30 Mar

LTCOL 31 Mar

CiPT 1 to 30 Mar

\JOR 31 Mar

ITCOL
MiJOR
MAJOR

LTCOL 1 to 16 Mar

L1COL 17 to 31 Mar

MAJOR 1 to 1 Mar

MAJOR 15 to 31 Mar

MaJOR

LTCOL 1 to 22 Mar

SR o LA T

TEe

e

LTGOL 3 to 31 Mar

MaJOR

. MAJOR

Encloi” ie ili -
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L. VIPS to MAG=36,

The following VIP's visited the MAG~36 area during the month of
March 19663 .

Date » o ' VIP
8 March ' BGEN PLATT
10 March , BGEN PLATT
' BGEN CARL
16 March ‘ LTGEN CASSIDY S
MAJGEN KYLE
’ BGEN HURD
17 March : ITGEN KRULAK
21 March o BGEN ENGLISH
4 ‘ Enclosure {1)
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- GO

X0

opPs

VMO~6
ZITNIK, Robert J,
FRESSON,  Robert ﬁ;
PRESSON, Robert R,
PURCELL, Robert D,

PURCELL, Robert D,

‘HLRKEY, -Horbert Jo Jre

Task Organization and Unit Location:

Unit Designation

H&MS-36
MiBS-36
HMM=261,
HMM=362
HMM-363
HMM~364
TMO=-6

Logation_

KY Ha

KY Hi

KY HA

(embafked - SLF)
KT HL

KY HA

KY HL

iverage monthly strength: March 1966

Unit,

H&Ms-aé
MiBS-36
HMM-261
HM-353
HMM-~ 361

VMO-6

Mar, 0ff, Mar. Enl, Navy Off.

39
w

52
L9

56
3k

323
365
167
155
159
151

LTCOL 1 to 23 Mar

MaJOR 23 to 31 Mar

MiJOR 1 to 23 Mar

- MLJOR 23 to 31 Mar -

MiJOR 1 to 23 Mar

- MAJOR 23 to 31 Mar

Date

Bi'Mar 66

31 Mar 66
31 Mar 66

» 31 Mar 66
31 Mar 66

31 Mar 66.

[ Y ™
1

31 Mar 66

Navy Enl,
0
o7

0
0
0

0
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it 011330H one UH~1E accompanied by a UH-34D from HMM-261 departed
on a TAOR sweep. The 4£/C worked with "K" Co. 3/7 who had located a
sniper, The infantry pursued the sniper unsuccessfully until the door
gunner of the UHelE took him under fire and wounded him, The Marines
then effected the capture, o ’
2 March, A4t 0215L45H two UH-3LD!'s departed Ky Ha to trensport pas~
sengers from RLT 1 to Hue Phu Bai. During the return to Ky Ha at
021815H after receiving indications of an engine malfunction ( a chip
detector light) onc 4/C made a precautionary landing at 0T 355 287,
The crew, their weapons, and 211 confidential cormunications papers
“'were rapidly lifted-by-theswingman. Small arms firc Wwas réceéived as
the 4/C lifted. The. wingman orbited the scene attempting to._provide
security by fire until a reaction force could be brought to the scenece
MiG=-36 HQ was notified at 021855H and a reaction force -was requested
from the lst Marines and two UH-1E!s from VMO-6 were launched to the
scenee HMM=363 manned ten aircraft and commenced lifting to pick up -
the reaction forec at 021915H. at 021920H DASC relayed information that -
the downed aircraft had becn set afire, Subscquent reports indiceted -
the aircraft was engulfed in. flamess 021935H recovery procedures were
cancelled. The crew of the downed zircraft werc returned to Ky Ha at
021750H, . S : L

3 March,. At 030715H ten UH=3LD's departed on a strike mission in
support of the 2nd LRVN Division, Lfter briefing the flight - launched
for an unsecured LZ at BS 681 8L0 cscorted by two UH-1E gunships, with
213 LRVN troops and 11 U, 8. idvisors. Light sniper firc was received
from BS 68l 82k,  The flight stood by for further action for one hour ‘-
upon completion of the lift, Two UH-34D's remained at Quang Ngai as
Med Evac aircraft until 1700H, At 031020H two UH-34D's lifted a T
blocking force consisting of 17 troops, two 106MM Recoiless rifles and = -
1050 pounds of ammo and supplies from LZ Leopard to BT 650 005. The
flight received light small arms fire from the vicinity of BS 633 983
on the initial approach to LZ-Leopard. . .

L, March. . 4t OLOBOOH twenty UH-3LD's of HMM=26l .and HMM=36l escorted
by four UH=1E gunships from VMO-6 arrived at Quang Ngai air field for a
1ift of LLO ARVN troops of the 37th Ranger Battalion, Commencing at -
OLOBOSH a detailed briefing was conducted with the supported unit and the
“helicopters were 1ldaded drid" 1ifted for a OLOSOOH LwHour into an unsecure
. zone at BS 543 8334 LZ prep was provided by del, Fely and B-37 aircraft..-
4s the transport helicopters approached the zone heavy small arms and 50
caliber fire was received from the surrounding area. By OLO908H all four
UH-1E gunships escorting the UH-34D's had been hit. Three of the aire
craft were able to return to Quang Ngai air field, but the fourth was
hit in the engine fuel cell and landed in an unsecure zone at BS 539 821,

2 Enclognze ¢ 2Y
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PART 1T T

1, Narrative Summary: ’ | : . .

3, During this month MAG-36 part1c1pated in three major operatlons
within Quang Ngai Province. Col, W. G, JOHNSON, the MAG-36 Commanding
' Officer, was designated as the Tactical Air Commander foxr- these operations
by the CG lst MiW and functionod os such throughout Operations UTAH, N
TEXAS, and INDIANA. s '

(1) Operatlon UTAH commenced on I March 1966 with the llft of -an .
" ARVN battaliqn and the- 2nd, Bn., 7th Marines into an unsecure 1and1ng zZone.
at BS 535. 835 The ensuing '; ‘action of this ‘operation resulted ln MAG-36
belng recommended for A Navy Commendatlon._ (See appendlx c 1) ERRAIN

(2) Twelve daysrafter the conclu51on of Operatlon UTAH, on 20 i
March 1966; Operation TDXKS began. This. majo¥ “6pératidn, involving .
- three Marine battalions and several ARVN units, all helilifted into the
operation area, again demonstrated the ability of MAG-36 to react quick=.
ly and efficiently in the execution of large scale troop movements on . s
~ short notlcc. (See appendlx 2). Thls operation concluded on 24 March 190H

(3) On 28 March Operatlon INDIANA began with a battallon 31ze
1lift in support of “am, ARVN operation several kilometers northwest of
Quang Ngai. & second Marine battalion was lifted into the obgectlvc area
on the follow1ng mornlng. On the thlrd and final day of this operotion
‘one larine battallon and a large amount ¢f supplies used by the S
engaged unlts were w1thdrawn by MAG-36 hellcopters. (See apcndlx 3).

be All threo of these operstlons were cIa351c demonutratlons of the
flexibility and mobility permitted by the use of helicopters in-this. .
typec of warfare, These operatlons were all executed on extremely short
notice and indicates the evergrowing potontialities of the helibérne . -
Marine force, The lessons learned and tactics developed during Sho pre-
ceding six months were put to good use on these threc hlghly succcssful
and lucratlve oporatlons.'; _

, : *f~. :
ce The follow1ng 1s a dally narrative for the month of Narch 1966

1 March. A4t OlO?lSH two UH=3LD's departed on a routlne mi551on to o
—-Tam Ky and Quang Ngai, Enroute from Tam Ky"to_Qqang-Nga;“YZ 77 devel="

" ooed engine trouble and made a forced landing at BT 3927162, ALl érow-
members were immediately plcked up by the othcr UH-34D without incident
and rcturned to Ky Ha,  The two UH-3L4D's on SAR duty at Chu Lai-capped -
the zone until relieved by other aireraft from Ky Ha. The incident
oceurred at approximately O820H, At 0B53H seven UH-3LD's 1ifted a’L8 wman
reaction force from the lst Marines into the zone., A CH-37 1lifted an
engine to the zone and the aircraft and reaction force werc reaccvered
withouwgncident at 010755H.

L l
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forcing him to down his aircraft at Quang Ngails Léadership of the flight
shifted to the only remaining division leader, Major D, SPURLOCK of HMMw
263 whose aircraft was subsequently forced down in the LZ after receiving
intense enemy fire soon after he assumcd the lead. Succeeding flight
leaders were a2lso forced out of the 1lift and leadership finally rested
with Captain J, P KENNY of HMM-261 who completed the 1lift with nine

- aircraft, ‘Two HMM=-263 aireraft were forced down in the landing zone, one
was recovered that evening, the other dowmed aircraft could not be re=
covered until the next morning duc to encmy activity-in the area, A CH=
L7 Chinook” lifted the aircraft out of the zone at 0610008, Later in the
day at 051155H twelve UH-34D's from HMM-261, HMM<263, HMM=363 and Hiff=
36l escorted by two VMO-6 gunbirds proceeded to Quang Ngai Air Field to
pick up-500 ARVN trocps of the 2nd ARVN Division for lift to an unsccurc
zone at BS 549 839. L-Hour was originally 051200H but slipped to 05=
1335H and subsequently OS1LOSH. LZ prep was provided by 4-L and F-l aire-
craft controlled by VM0-6 TAC(A). Heavy small arms fire was received
from areas surrounding the LZ and three aircraft were hit, none seriously.
Mission accomplished. During the evening hours UH-34D airéraft contimcc
to makc emergency resupply of ammunition, medical supplies, rations and
water. Med Evacs were picked up on the rcturn trips. On several-occa=
sions ground units waved off the resupplv birds because of the intenso
small arms fire. One aircraft flowh by Lt,T. Je RICIARDSON of ILI-36L rec-
eight hits during his approach but suéeessfully dropped his cargo and
returned to Ky Ha. Missions.were .flown until 16033CH,

6 March. Major-efforts in support of Task Forcc Delta on 6 March
consisted of resupply and Med Evac missions. In addition, UH=-1E air-
craft from VMOw6 and VMO-2 controlled fixed wing strikes for all of the
units in the objective arca. Daring the evening hours of 6 March ten
UH=3LD's from HMM-261, HMM=363 and HMM=36k performed resupply and Med
Evac missions for various units of the task force. At approximately
061930H three airbursts at 2500 feet were sighted in the vicinity of
BS 5988, Resupply and Med Evac missions secured at 062130H, VMO=6
pilots-took full advantago of the full moon and controlled fixed wing .
air strikes in support of 3/1, 2/L and 1/7. Army armed UH-1B's also
provided suppressive fire support for those units and conducted scarch
and attack missions ol VC egress routes along the Song Tra Khuc River
West of BS h9 Grid llne.

7 March, Commencing at 0713OOH twenty four UH-34D's from HMM-261,
HMM~383, and HMM=36L commenced retracting 433 troops of 3/1 from BS 569
81,7 back to the north end of Chu Lai Airfield. The lift was completed
without incident and the aircraft returned to BS 551 839 at 071L30H and
lifted 120 ARVN troops of the 2nd ARVN Division back to Quang Ngai Air-
field, The aircraft returncd again to BS 540 839 and lifted an addit-
jonal 150 troops of 3/1 to Chu Lai hirfield, 47 troops of 1/7 to 12

L Enclosurc (2)

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

%o | @0 muy
Sdlnlf . ' . | - :;:‘ "cg@ﬁg

30:RHK:ddb
5750

—-

The crew, guns and classified mqterlal were 1mmed1atelv’p1cked up by
an HMM-261 UH-34D, and lifted to Quang Wgais The 1ift; contimed and
six additionel aircraft were hit and limped back to Quang Weais Sixm
- teen additional UH-34D's from HMM-363 were rapidly mannéd and- 301ned
into the 1ift, - Upon completion of the nlVN 1ift all achraft returned
to BT 50Q 050 and lifted 665 Marines of 2/7 into thé’ zdne occupled by
the 37th Ranger Battalion. Heavy small arms-fire ‘continuéd to bc recs .
eived from the arga surrounding the landing zone.  Five: addxt}onal aire
"~ eraft were hit and seven tinor WIA's were incurred by MAG-BGF crsonncl
during the ‘entire 1ift, .’ One UH-34D of HMM=364 was forwod down"ln the
"LZ at BS 538 833'with holes in all fuel cells, The Crew. Was’ retracted
to Ou;ng Ngai. - The 1ift was completed at.ON1305H, A platoon from 2/7
..fbught its. way into the area surrounding the: downed" UH-lE and a mqlnt-f
" cnance Crew was- llfted 1nto Lthe .zone,, They stripped the a1rcraft of
blades and erginé and i’ Was cxtrqcbed from the zone at OL41735H by a
U. S..4ir Fonde’ CH-BA aﬁd returned .to Ky Hae @ & separate internal fucl
cell, was installed Tn ‘the downed UH-3hD and’ other winor repairs to the
frul system wero - effcctcd and the aircraft was flowh’ dut at 0h1637H. _
»1l other alrcraft dde ‘at Quang Ngal ‘with bettle*damagc wore ECpBlTOL
-.0d returned teo Ky Ha by ‘050730H. - Meapwhile, "t 0h1900H: ‘thirty.one -
UHLJMD'S ‘from HMM=261; HMM=263" ﬁnd HMM&363 “eseorted By H=TE_gupshibs..
from V0=6"and VMO=2 Ilftcd““wo ﬂclnforccd compwﬁles plus a command -
group of BLD. 3/1 from BL"533 078 to a marginally secur¢ Zone at BT 554
875. This 1ift wes c0mp1etcd ‘without incidenty : Comméncing’ GbiéBOH
airéraft from all squadrons commenced emergency resupply mlssions lllbL
ing in- ammunltlon, medlcal supplles and batteries to all” unlts through*
out the nights Heavy smali arm and automatic weapons fire was’ rec01von
from areas surrounding ‘the drop zones and several aircraft ‘were hlt. ‘
Hed Evac missions sere flown throughout the night, and patzents wcrc :
. also lifted frbm Bravo Med 4t Chu Lai to medical facilltles at Danan ,
and to the hospital Shlp Uss REPOSE' _ : . ‘ Sl

5 Mardf. The dakm o 3 new. day aid not slow down the tempo of'~ .
~ operationss At 050650H en UH&3LDVs from HMMw363 escorted by two UHnld
gunbirds: from Tpwé | 1ifted 90 additiotial troops of . I Compatiy ' 3/1 from )
BT £33:078 o BIT /1 zone of dction at BS S5l 875, The fit gbioh was
acédmplished without fnoiderts - At 050800H thirty UHaILDi4: “£Hbm HMM~261,
.HMM-263, MM&353" ard HMWﬂ365 obtorted by gUnWibdd feoit VMOW3 dommented:
11fting 368 froops of - Bk ?L) from Hi1l 69 -(Hr h§8 057) into dn
unsecure zone. ab BS 562 791, Bravo Copany 1/ way lifted 7rdmiBS 6Du
995 into. the same zone, L-Hour ' was 050830H, LZ prep-was pfov1ded by..-
A=l and F-h aircraft, Heavy small arms and automatic weapons’ ‘fire. -
‘was encountered durlng the 1ift from the surroundlng area and six aire..:
craft were hit'and limped back to Quang Ngai. During this 1lift,. LTCOL
M. B, PORTER, the Flight Leader, recéived two hits on his aircraft on !
his second trlp into the zone and four more hits on his third trip,

3 | Enclosure (2)
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Tomcat (BT 583 017) and 13k troops of 2/7 to LZ Goose (BI 503 038).
ALl of these troop 1ifts were escorted by armed UH-1E's of VMO-6 and
fixed wing aircraft. At O71730H 12 UH=34D's from HMM-261, HIM-363,
and HMM~36l escorted by two armed UH-1E of VMOm6 retracted 250 troops.
from various task force units.and the task force CP personnel from

BS 569 847 to BT 583 018 without incident.

8 March, "To complete the operation armed UH-1E's of VMO=6 pro-
. Vided escort aircraft for convoys from Quang Ngai back, to Chu Lai
Znclaves - ‘ S e R

9 March, * At 0907558 three UH-3LD's launched on- a recon inscrt. ant
- retraction mission ifi supgort of Recon Group Bravo: The first portion
of the mission, a retraction from BT 380 06L was sborted dic to weathers
The aircraft then-proceeded to LZ Quail (BT 558 O48) picked up 16 tioops
and inserted them into an unsecure zonc at BS LLl 967, The aircraft
then retracted 15 troops from BS LLS 767 to L2 Quaile Flight returned
~ to Ky Ha and with a break in the weather launched again at 091202H and
~ retracted 16 troops from BT 380 064 to LZ Quail. 411 missions accome
plished without-incident, "~ = - <. .~ - L -
. 10 Mérche At 091330H ecight.UH=3LD's escorted by Oxwood A=l airw
craft lifted 30 troops and 50,000 1bs of cargo from Quang Tin to Hau
Dac (BT 070 060). Near completion of the 1ift one UH-3LD experienced
engine Chip detector light and made a precaudtionary landing at the Hau
Due oubposte It was subscquently determined that an engine chango was
required. The aircraft RON at Hau Duc and 2 MAG-16 CH-37 lifted.a new
engine for the downed.bird to ‘Hau Duc at 100901H. Repairs remain in -
progresse At 1007LOH -eight UH=3LD's departed for Quang Ngai for a 2nd
ARV Division resupply mission, Thirty six pax and 31,000 1bs of cgrgo
were lifted to Minh Long (BT L5k 515), Sa Huynh (BS 935 230),. and.Duc
Pho (BS 805 382). Weather forced the aireraft to abort tho sccond . :
portion of the mission to 1ift 211 pax and 70,000 1lbs of cargo between .- -
An Hoa (BS 48l 382) and An Diem (BS 548 833). Mission was escorted by
Condole F-4 aircraft. At 100715H threc- UH=3LD's escorted by Oxwood '
heli 2ireraft inserted 12 Recon troops of Recon Group Bravo from ADC pad
(BT 532 095) into an unsecure zonc at BT 405 055, The aircraft then
rctracted 1} Recon troops from BT 383 035 and returned them to ADC pac,
Mission accomplished without incident, . .

11 March, At 1115L40H two UH-3ED'S launched on Med Bvac mission to

‘1ift one WIA from BS 572 938, Weather was 300 feet overcast in heavy _ .
rain, WIA expired enroute to Bravo Med, v ’

5 ,‘ Enclosure {2)
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i2 March, At 1207L5H twenty two UH=3LDts from HMM=-363 and HMM=-36L

escorted by four Ull-1Ets from VMO-6 departed for Quang Ngai Airfield -
where they were ‘briefed for an ARVN mission. L13 troops of the 5th
LnVN Rangor Battalion were lifted from Quang Ngai 4irfield to an un=
secure zone at BS 780 550, L-Hour was 120900H. LZ prep was provided
by Oxwood Ael aircraft from 1208L45H to 120900F controlled by USAF -
Birddoge -Light small arms fire was reczived from vieinity of BS 781
550, No hits, Ten UH=34D's and two UH=1E's rcmained at Quang Ngai
upon complction of the 1ift until 121220H for contingency purposes.
Two UH=34D's remained at Quang Ngal until -121800H for Med Evac, Mis~
sion accomplished without incident, At 121210H eight UH=34D's depart-—
ed for a resupply mission from Hoi An (BT 152 570) to Que Son (BT L53
350). Enroute the aircraft diverted and lifted a 56 man rapid reaction
force of Kilo 3/7 from LZ Robin into two LZ's ot BS 558 943 and BS 555
936. As the aircraft approached the zones, sbout.L5.VE with packs and
rifles broke from a Hamlet at BS 572- 933 and commenced to run from the
zone, UH=-3LD gunners opened up and were credited with two possible
KBA's. Two UH=1E's on a TAOR sweep joined into the encounter and fired -
on the VC resulting 4in two possible KBA's. At 111}30H two UH-1E on -~
a TaOR sweep provided reconnaissance for Kilo 3/7 in the vicinity of

* BS 586 923 from which the'ground unit was receiving fire. Suppressive
firc was delivered into the area at the request of Kilo 3/7 and rural
pacification work was accomplished by destroying three VC structures.
The 111730H-T4O0R sweep continued to provide support to Kilo 3/7 and.
delivered suppressive fire at BS 580 920 at the request of the ground
unit. One YC sniper was wounded and he subscquently surrendered to
Kilo 3/7. At 120630H two UH-1E 1lifted off on a TAOR sweep. &t approx-
imately 120800H three VC were sighted in a trench at BS 583 923. Again
Kilo 3/7 requested suppressive fire be delivereds Two VO were killed
and the third was wounded. after a careful check of the arca one air-
craft landed and accomplished the second CBA (captured by air) mission
for MAG-36, The wounded VC was lifted from the trench along with one
Ue S. M=l and' one U, S. .30 caliber carbince The VC was only slightly
wounded and was turned dver to 3/7 for interrogation along with the
weaponss The UH-1E rcturned,to the same area ond sighted eight more VC
with packs and weapons. They weope taken under fire and two additional
possible KBA claimed., Majs R, D. PURCELL, Sgt. J. E. DRIVER and SScrt. .
Ge L ARMSTRONG eflected the capture.

13 NMarch. At 131730H two UH-3LD'. s escorted by two armed U115 of

leomlftea a four man rccon tcam of Recon Group Bravo from LZ (hail

(BT 558 O48) to an unsccurc zone ot BS 385 038, iission dGCOLulp'lJ Shed "
without incident. At 131915H two UE-34D!s escorted by two armed Ln—lE's
of Vil0=6 and Oxwood i-4ts lifted to BT 389 033 for an emcrgency rotracte
ion of the four wan rccon team inserted at 1314155 who had been corpro-
misods The aircraft made no radio contact with the team and with o rice
ness closing in were unable to sight the team. Mission aborteds .

ﬁw & _ | Enclosure (2)
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" "4t 130800H four UH-3LD's launched to Cu Lao Re Island (BT 980 010)
~~on a MiGw36 Civil [iffairs mission, Twenty six dental patients wcre
" treated and 80 ‘extractions accomplished, Ninety eight medical paticnts
. were administered to., Five hundred pounds of clothes, candy, and mod=
'ical supplies were dlstrlbuted. At 131600H four aireraft returned to
the island and retracted the Civil Affairs team, - At 13103CH: eight
UH~34D's departed for Quang Tin and 1lifted L3 toms of cargoe and 253
troops and pax to Tien Phuae (BT 113 137) and Phwoc Lam (BT 072 081),-
it approximately 131600H on the sixth 1lift into Phuoc Lam, one of
UH=34D experienced power 5ettling and crash landed on VYN 01v111ans “nd
rice bags,. The right strut was broken and airecraft body landed on ot :
of the civilians, Two VN civilians were lifted to Quang Tin for:Medw & 1.
ical treatment and an undetermined number with undetermined injuries. g
- . were taken away by rclatives, & maintenance crew was dispatched to-thel
; ‘- scene and: jacked up the hall and the alrcraft was flown back to‘Ky Ha:;
‘ ¢Qnd,lqnded on’ a prepared platform. o Ll n.? e “

o lh Marcht At 1h0728H cight UH~3hD's dopartcc on* an»I Coros resupply
" ~missions L Ue Sey: 1 ARVN ‘soldier and 15 tons of cargo were carried
. 'from Quang' Ngai to Nui Tho (BS.758 L471). 2 Ui Si¢ military, 2 U. S
o 01v111an, 25 4RVN t¥oops and oleven tons of cargo were carrled bctwcen
- Quang Ngai and Nui Vang (BS 817 384)s At 14L325H two UH—lE gunships -~ = x
"« and one. UHelE Sllck launthed to recover a lost Recon tcam¢ "The toam w@S""
located -at BT 335 128 where three of the members were recOvercd. The
. body. 6f the fourth man-was recovered from BT 327 128i; During the plck- N
*up of ;the KIA, smell arms fird.was received from BI” 32h 1236 ‘The eseortw "
'1ng gunshlps dollvcred supnress1ve “fire during thc chk—hp. ,No clalms; e

15 March. At lSO9hOH seven UH-3bD's launched to Quang T1n and 11ft d-
23,330 1bs® of, cargo, 16 ARVN, 10 VN civilians and 5 U,'S. military tes
~ Phuoe Lam (BT ‘072 061). 3,700 lbs of ecdrgo and one ARVN were lifted.
- from Ouanp Tin to Ky Tra (BT 328 082), The flight received small arms
fire from the vicinity -of BT 325 079, No hits, At 1515500 five UH~3LD!'s
gscorted by two A=l aircraft proceeded to the vicinity of BI 363027 = .
~for a Reeon retraction. .On arrival in the area the Recon uhit'wes engagod
2 fire flaht with an undetermined number of VC, The fllght toughed: 7.
.'dUWn in the zone and'two aircraft wére hit. One co-pilot received & :scre
ious wound in ‘the neck and the pilot was hit w1th plexiglassy fravmnnts.~ft
The fiight retr"ctcd the 32 Recon troops plus two VN civiliang 4o 4DC ..
pad and the wounded pilots were lifted to Bravo Med, it 1506L5H -six:
UH-3LD!s cscorted by two Ule1E's from VMO=4 lifted 78 troojs of Delta. 1/?
* from LZ Leopard (BS 621, 996) into two unsocure L2's at/:BT 623007, The
- VMO-6 £light acted as TAG(A) for Oxwood A=l on'LZ pray:and provided
suppressive firc of their owr, at 151O0LSH the six UH-34Dis and two UH-1E's
returned and rotracteu the 78’ troops from BT 657 011 and’ returnoc them o
~to LZ Leopurd. ) : . ‘
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The 150915H TAOR sweep sighted now diggings at BT 4170 arca and the
151200H sweep received fire frem BT 36l 084, The 151430 sweep diverted
to a Recon team position at BT 363 127 who were receiving fire from BT
364 130 2nd BT 367 123. The UH-1E delivered rocket and machine gun fire
while the Recon team withdrew. Thc flight 1lifted one KIA from the Recon
team to Bravo Med, Flipght returned to Ky Ha, refuecled and returned to
the area and controlled A=l strikes at BT 364 130. Two VC in green uni=-
forms were sighted in gun positions at BT 366 142 and took them under
fire. No claims, : ) :
16 March., Five T4OR sweeps were flown during the periods The 1200
flight worked with Bravo 2/} who was engaged with the VC, The UH-1E
sighted five armed VC in a trench at BT 375 142 and tock them under
machine gun and-rocket firee, Claim one VC KB4y A4t 161050H two UHw1Els:
launched on a Med Bvac to BY 382 150 and picked up two USMC WIA's while
" the ground unit laid down a base of fire to protect the zircraft. The
patients were delivered to Bravo Med at 161119H, 4t 161L425H four UHe
3LD's escorted by A=l aircraft conducted a resupply mission from Quang
Ngai to Hon Ba (BS 555 605) lifting 8,100 pounds of cargoe and 12 paxXe
~ The flight also 1lifted l ARVN to Duc Pho (BS 806 378). - )

17 Marche At 170710H sixteen UH=34D's, escorted by four UH-1E gune
ships launched to 1ift two companies and a command group -of 2nd Bn, Lth
Marines to an unsecured LZ at BT 305 133, 4 total of 298 troops werc
‘1ifted from Hill 69 (BT 420 070) to the LZ in threc waves. Six Oxwood
aireraft controlled by UH-1E T/C(A)'s conducted the LZ prep and Cap,

. Small arms fire was received from BT 309 139, BT 316 131, and BT 305 130,
During the 1ift 12«15 VC ‘were sighted at BT 297 124 and were taken under:
fire by the es¢orting UH-1E's, Five possible VC KBA are.claimeds Due
to contimual small arms and automatic weapons fire an actual bodycount
was not possibles 4t 1716LLH *+wenty UH-34D's escorted by four UH-1E
gunships launched to retract 3 companies of 3rd Bn., 7th Marines to LZ
. Bobin (BT-536 023), Enrcute to the pick up zone a thirty minute delay
‘was requested by the ground forces. 4t 1730 the flight relaunchec: and

- 1ifted 522 Marines and 20 VC POW's from BS 5kl 899 and BS 532 896 to . —wm -

LZ Robine Small arms fire was received from BT 5Ll 896 and BS 552 911,
The escorting gunships controlled the escorting Oxwood flight during an
air strike at BS 552 911,

18 March, At 181255H four UHw3LD!s accompanied by four CH-L6's of
HMM=18L and escorted by Oxwood 4=l aircraft lifted 15 ARVN, L6 VN cive
ilians, and 200 1bs of carge to Son Ha (BS 393 705) from Quang Ngais
Two aircraft then diverted to BS 582 750 and lifted 3 4RVN WIAal's and one
KIi to Quang Ngai, Seven ARVN and 15,000 lbs of cargo were then liftcd
from Quang Ngai to Nui Vo (BS 622 BhBS, and three U,S. advisors, one
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ARVN and 3,500 1bs of cargo were lifted from Muang Ngai to. in Hoa

(Bs L&Y 875) 4t 18070CH ten UH-3LD's augmented by two HMM-36l aircraft
and escorbted by four UH-1E's of VMO-6 departed for Quang Ngai for pick-
up of 251 LRVN of the Sth Ranger Battalion. The troops were lifted into
on unsecure zone at Thuan Hoa ‘(L) (BS 513 733) at, 180800H, USAF Bird~
dog conbrolled the LZ prep and the armed UH~1E's" dellvered supnre551ve
fire durlng the landing, Mission accomplmshed w1thout incident, Ten
UH-34D's and two UH-lE's remalned at. Ouana Ngal untll 181200H for cori-
tlngency Jurposes. S .
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19 March. At 191350H “ten UH-BhD's from HMM-261 escortcd by two
drmed UHwiBts Of, VMO-E respondéd to a request from I:Corps via CG,. Ist
MLW for a troop 1ift of 120 ARVN of the 2nd ARVN Division from Quang .
Ngai to the  outpost. at An Hoa (BS 478 867). - Commnications had.been *
lost -with the outpost on the previous night, but had been roestablishoc
on the morning. of the 19th, and was believed to_be under frlondly :
control, The 129 4LRVN troops were lifted from Quang Ngai Airfield, and .
as the filwht _approached the landing zone 4RVN soldiers, women, -and
, chlleren ere obscrved in the zone. -No enemy activity was observed, but
as the first UH-3hD touched down heavy enemy fire commenced from 360°
around the zone, 1nclud1ng +50 caliber machine gun fire from the hill.
overloadlng the 2onc. The second aircraft was forced to wave .off due
to heavy bettle camage. The third and fourth aircraft managed.to dis-
charge thelr troops and evacuate some of the wounded and non comb bants,
During the: lnSertlon offort five of the six aircraft that approached
the zone were’hit by enemy fire. The lift was aborted at this time duc
to the 1ntenso énemy fires After an evaluation of the 51tuat10n at
2nd ARVN’I&VESlon Headquarters it was decided to retract the 30 LRVN
troops preV1ously inscrted, After a one hour LZ prep by fixed wing
alrcrwft on the surroundlng hillsides and suspected enemy ﬁ051t10ns,
four UH-3L4D!'s escorted by Condole F-L!'s and armed UH-1E retracted the -
30 /iRVN troops and returned them to Quang Ngai, During the refraction’
all aircraft came under intense small arms, automatic weapons and..50
caliber fire., On the retraction all four: aircraft were hit by enemy
fire. - On the entlre operatlon five crew members were wounded. o

20 March. At 200845E twenty four UH-BhD's of HMM-261, HMM-363, and
HMM=38]} escorted by four armed UH-1E's from VMO~6 and Oxwood A—h air=' "
craft lifted L29 ARVN troops from Quang Ngai 4irfield to an unSecuxe
LZ at BS h32 869, Oxwood aircraft prepped the yone. and prov1ded smoke
aircraft to screen the LZ,. controlled by USAF Birddog TaC(A) “One .-
UH~34D from HMM~363 was hit in the fuel cell on ‘climb out from Quan5
Ngai in the vieinity of BS 570 750, and returned. sefely to KY HA aftcr
lifting the. embarked troops into the zone, Upon completlon of the ARVN)
1ift the flight augmented: by eight addltional alrcraft returned to Li
Robin (BT 533 038) and liftcd 809 Marlnes of the 3rd B n., Tth Marinecs
into the same Lz, leht flre was re001Ved from the v1cln1ty of BS hll 373
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but none of the aircraft were hit., One UH~34D was forced to shut down
in the LZ due to engine molfunction, 4 maintenance crew was lifted to
the downed aircraft in 32 minutes and the aircraft was disassembled and
lifted back to KY HA by two CH-l6's from HMM-16lL at 201500H, Later in
the day at 2015LOH sixteen UH-3UD's of HMM-261 and HMM-363 escorted by
four armed UH~-1E!s lifted one company (-) of 3rd Bri., 7th Marines from
BS 1,32 867 into an unsecure LZ at BS 71 861 in three waves, Intense
small arms fire was encountered, Two of the first four aireraft into
the zone were hit, The gunner of the lead aircraft received a fatal
wound while the aircraft was 1lifting from the pick up zone. Contimal
fire was encountered in both the pick up and drop zones throughout the
lift. Escorting gunships claimed one confirmed VC KB4 and two possible
KBL, Seventeen Vietnamese civilians were also lifted from the pick up -
zone to Binh Son. (BS 608 929). Two UH=-3LD's from HMM-363 lifted cight
Vietnamese civilian WIA's from BS L66 270 to Quang Ngai Hospitals,

21 March, Two major troops lifts were conducted during the day as .
well as numerous resupply, med evac, and TAC(4) missionse 4t 210815H
twenty two UH=3LD's of HMM-261, HMM-363, and HMM-36L cscorted by six
armed UH=IE!'s of VMO-6 lifted two.companies, plus a command group {512
troops) of the 2nd Bne., Lth Marincs from Hill 69 (BT 468 057) and KY H4
Air Facility into an unsecure zone at BS 495 825, The aircraft encounte
ered heavy small arms, antomatic weapons and ,50 caliber fire in the
vicinity of the LZ. Three aircraft were hit, but returned safely to
KY Hi. Lrmed UH=1E aircraft remained on station supporting 2/ in the
vicinity of Phuong Dinh (2) (BS 502 827) throughout the remainder of the
day, controlling.fixed wing strikes and delivering suppressive fire,
sustaining eleven 430 caliber hits, and three .,50 caliber hits. One
UH-1E made a precautionary landing at BS 495 825 as a result of énemy
fire. The aircraft was susequently repaired and flown back to KY HA,

At 211208H ten UH-3LD's of HMM-363 escorted by two armed UH-1E's of
VMO-6 departed KY Hhi to 1ift 100 Montagyard troops from Son Ha .
(BS 395 700) to an LZ at BS L73 862, The lift was delayed one hour and

. twenty minutes as the troops were not prepared to leave. 83 troops and
300 pounds of cargo were eventually lifted into the LZ without incident, -
At 211610H thirty UH-3LD's from HMM-261, HMM=363, and HMM-36lL escorted -
by four armed UH«1lE's of VMO=6 lifted two companies plus a command '
group (LOS troops) of 3rd Bn., lst Marines from KY Hi 4ir Facility to an
unsecure LZ at BS L9 806, Automatic weapons and .50 caliber firce was
received from numerous areas in close proximity to the LZ. One HIM~363
alrcraft was hit by a severe burst of fire as it approached the LZ, and
rolled inverted and crashed at BS 495 815, Three crew members and scven
troops were killed upon impacts The aireraft cxploded and ‘burned upon
impact with the ground, The pilot was thrown clear, and was lifted to
Bravo Med at Chu Lai, but subsequently dieds The 1ift continued and a
102 man ARVN Strike Force Company was lifted from Quang Ngai into the
same LZ, The armed UH-1E's remained cn station in support of 3/1i cone
iiiﬁ%i%ng fixed wing strikes and delivering suppressive fires., During
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the day VMO-6 fired 677 rockets and 75,900 rounds of 7.62 in support of

2/l and 3/1 resulting in 32 VG KBij; 67 structures destroyed and 22 dam=

aged. Numerous med evac missions were accomplished. VMO-6 llfted/ll

Wrils, HMM-261 1ifted 83 US WIA's, 17 US KIi's, 14 ARVN WIA's, 2 ARVN

KIi's, and 12 Vietnamese civilian WIA's, Three HM-261 aifcraft were

134 and three crew members were wounded. HMM=363 aircroft lifted 13

FFVN KILA's and four US WIA's, At -212000H four UH-34Dt's from HMM=363

lauched on an emergency resupply of 105MM howitzer ammunition from LZ

Quail (BT 558 0L48) to the artillery positions at BS 555 888, The lift
conbimued throughout the nlght. : A .

22 March. .The. early part of the day was spent mainly on rcsujply

and Ted evac missions for. all units . of the task force, lifting 21 tons
of c¢argo and 104 battle evacs. At 221615H twenty four UH-3bD's form
- °6l HM=-363, and HMM-36L, augmented by two CH=L6!'s of HMM~16lL, and
escgrted by four armed UH-1E's of VMO-6 lifted two companies and a =
command: group (520 troops) of ‘3rd Bne, Tth Marines from BS 519 833 and .-
B8 129844 into ‘an unsecure LZ. at BS 563 7766 LZ prep was-provided by
Qzwood e aircra ft, which were controlled by VMO-6 TAC(A), destroyed .
15 structures and-caved in 15 yards of trench line, -and three possible
KRi.  Light fire was received on the first. wave and one aireraft was hite
The oscortlna armod UH~1E's attacked eight uniformed VG killing AT

* The otHer six took refuge in a small cane field which wes saturated with
rockets and -machine gon firg, burning the' field with no survivors: ‘
emgralng.. VMO-6 pilots acted as TLC( .) controlling fixed wing through= )
out the day in support of all unlts, and provided suppress1Ve fires-
expending. 10l rockets and 7100 rounds of 7. 62 resulting in five possible
KBA's and séven structures destroydd, VMO-6 also lifted. one med evac d//
to Brevo Med, The crow chief, Sgb, Johh WATSON was credited.with- sleng
the 1ife of the wounded Marine by adhinistering novtl o oubh restseibe
atign Wi A, the man sLOpped braathing em:'oute. L o

23 March, At '230840H eight UH-3LD's of HMH~26) lifted 167 trcops of
Mike Company 3/1 from B3 555 B88 to BS 56l 776 without incident. it
231250 - sixteen UH-34D's from HMM-261 and HMM-363 escorted by two- Qrmod
UL-1E's of VMO-6 lifted 357 Marings of 2nd Bn., Lth Marines from . =
BS 495 835 to BS 565 780. Fire was received in both the pick up.and drop
zones, One UH-3LD was forced down in the pick up zone due to battle
damage. One company of 2/l; was left in the pick up zone as & scenurity .
force for the downed aircraft. 4 maintenance crew effected repaird and

. the aircraft was flown back to KY Hi. The company remained iu the pick
up zone arca. Numerous aircraft performed direct support missions
thloughout the day lifting 39 tons of cargo and 105 battle evacs for all
units of the task force. VMO=6 TaC(i) aircraft were kept on station in
the vicinity of Phuce Loc (1) (BS 561 767) controlling fixed wing air=-
eraft in support of 3/7. The VMO-6 pilots also controlled artillery
fire and provided observation and suppressive fires in support of a a 3/7
search and destroy operation. "They also supported 2/l search’ 1nd debtrcy
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fforts in the vieinity of BS 547 76L, The UH-1E expended 377 rockets
and 17,600 rounds of 7.62 and claimed six possible VC KB4, 77 structurcs
cestroyed and eleven more damaged,

2l March, Throughout the night of 23-2) March two UH=34D's from
Hv=363 and HMMw36l with aerial observers aboard rclieved on station
" 2long the Song Tra Khuc River from BS 580 755 to BS L70 775. The

Hil3-36 C~117D provided contimious flare drop illumination from 231900H
wilil Z40500H. Three boats were sighted at BS 527 761, - Artillery fire
was adjusted on the boats:and direct hits were reporteds Two UHe3LD's .
received small arms fire from the vicinity of BS 638 773; but were not. .
hite st 2L,0642H sixteen UH-3LD's from HMM~261 and HMM-36l escorted by
four armed UH-1E's of VIM0-6 lifted 60 engineers and EOD personnel plus
5600 pounds of demolitions from KY Hi to BS L98 827, Eight aircraft
then 1ifted 157 troops of 2/l from BS 565 777 back to KY Hi while the: .
other eight aircraft lifted 33k troops of 2/L from the same pick up zone
to BS 498 827 to provide protection for the demolition personnel while
Cusbroying caves and. fortifications. Mission accomplished without - -
incident. At 2L1042H twonty four UH-34D's from HMM-261, HMM-363, anc . .
Hifl=36l estorted by four armed UH-1E of VMO=6 retracted 356 trocps of
3/1 frowm BS 533 768 to KY Hi. 105 troops of the 2nd ARVN Division '
Strike Company were lifted from the same LZ back to Quang Ngai, - The .
entire retraction was completed without incident. 4t 16LLH twenty four
UH-3LDis frow MMi=261, HMHM-333 and HMM-36); escorted by two armed UH-1Efs
of VH0-& retracted 560 troods of 2/l plus engineer and EOD personncl
frow BS 498 827 to Hill 69 (BT 468 057). Hostile fire was received from
BS L85 §13 and BS 519 633 but none of thé aircraft were hit and the

mission was accomplished without incident, Throughout the day VMO=6
pilots acted TAC(i) controlling strikes by Oxwood fi=l =nd Condole Foly
aircraft on-a village at BS 492 755 which reportedly harbordd a com-
mntcations facility. One lasge -secondary cxplosion was observed alorg
with several small secondary cmplosions, The UH-1E also utilized their
rockebs’and machine guns on the same village and along the Song Tra
Khus destroying 39 structures, damaging three more and 12 sampans. At
218001 two armed UH-1E's provided convoy escort between BS 565 999

and BS 600 760. One vehicle in the convoy was damaged by a mine and

cne Jeep broke dowm. They were capped by the UH-1E until repairs were
completed and the vehicles returned to a safe haven. SR

25 March, Again throughout the night two UH-34D's with acrial
observers aboard provided .observation for 3/7 in the vicinity of
B8 586 756 and observation along the Song Tra Khuc. H&MNS=3¢ .317D
provided econtinuous illumination over the Song Tra Khuc area, &t
2506300 two armed UH~1E!s provided reconnaissance and observation for
Mike Co. 3/7 on a search and clear operstion in the BS 5672 arca. Ghe
alrcraft relieved on station until 2510L0H when the sweep was concliurleds
4t 251LLOH twenty four UH-3LD!s from HMM-261, HiM-363, and iii~36L
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escorted by two. armed UH=1E's of VMO-6 retracted the final unit in the
field on operation TEXAS. 598 troops of 3/7 weére retracted from BS 562
764 to LZ Robin (BT 533 038). Sniper fire was received from BS 648 .

767 and was rapidly suppréssed by the armed UH~1E's, The final 1ift was
completed at 251715K without incident, o

26 March, At 251LLLH two UH-3hD's ‘on SAR duty at Chu Lai, Launched
to the site of -3 crashed.F=8U at BS 279 088, At the crash site, a large
amount of wreckage was sighted ‘but no survivors were seen. Small arms =
fire was received firom BS 277 085. At 260722H two UH=34D's escorted by o
two UH«1E gunships”and:two Oxwood aircraft ifiserted a six man Recon tedm
from the Tth Marines at BS Ll 967, and retracted a ‘twelre man ‘team. from,
the same- zone. The mission was accomplished without incident. At 251300H
six UH-th's, escorted -by Oxwood aireraft transported eight tons of carpo
and 2L troops from Cuang Ngai to Mui Dau (BS'875 325).' Ore UH~34D was o
h;t by small arms flre at BS 875 332 resulting in minor damage. ’

27 March. At 270?h7H elght UH-3hD's escbrted by Oxwood A=y alrcraft
departed for Hoi An (BT" 152 570) and lifted 26,750 lbs of cargo, S0 Vil
civilians,-and 2l pax to Thoung Due (2ZC 139 395)s The flight then. 11fte
1100 1bs ‘of cargo, L2 VN civilians and il 4RVN pax from Hoi 4n to- Gue
Son (BT.-0LS 350) A&t 271725H four UH-3LD's escorted by two armed UH-lE'&‘;
from TMO=6 and Oxwood A<l. aireraft 1ifted a 15 man Recon team from LZ ..
Maidl (BT 553 0LB) to an unsecure zone at BT 385 030, The.flight then
‘retracted a 19 man Recon team from BT 23 009 and returned them to LZ -
Mail, Mission ﬂccomplished without ineigent. At 2712LOH eight. UH-3hD's
departed’ early for an T Corps- resupply mission at ﬂuang Ngai and, lifted
54 troops. of '3/7 from LZ Robin to an unsecure zone at BT 5k3. 956, Fire
was received fromBI 545:'968, VC observed, Fire returned, ~Six KBA'
clained, " No aireraft hit, Flight then proceeded to Quang Ngai and
llfted 63 ‘Dax And 10,200'1bs of cargo to Minh Long (Bs 52 525) and Nul
‘(BS Té h hn). light escorted by Oxwood A=li. aircraft. UL T

28 Ma‘;:h. At 280715H two UH-3hD's from HMH=36) and two armed UH 1t

jare launched to support the Sth iRVN 4irborrie Bn.. at BS 588 766

» ] %s:liftcd 25 Med Evacs to Quang Ngal hospital. One UH-3LD .
T e;ved;tg¢'hits from vicinity of pick-up zones. ‘The armed UH+lE cxpended

28’ 2/75" réackets and 2500 rounds of machine gun fire suppressing fire
from BS 597795 and BS. 58Y 768, Seven buildings destroyeds A second |
fllght of UH~1E's relieved onestation and cxpended 68 rockets and 3000
rounds of 7.62 along the north banks of Song Tra Khue River in Grid
square BS' 5376, ‘Four Sampans sunk and four huts destroyed, At 281L10H

" thirty UH=34Dts from HMM-261 HMM=363, and HMM«36L escorted by four
“armed UH«1Ets of VMO=6 llfted 608 troops and supplies of 1/7 from LZ .
Lion (BT 60L 995), Lynx (BS 578 989), Tomcat (BT 583 O17), and. Leopard
(BS 624 991) into an'unsecure zone at BS o3 777._ : ,
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Light sniper fire was received on the first 1ift. Nec hits. Fourteen
UH-34D's then lifted 99 ARVN troops from Quarig Ngai to the same zone.
Two of the armed UH-1E's were diverted to work with USAF Birddog- on
search and destroy mission at BS 540 770 and claimed eight possible KBA
and seven structures destroyed. As the 1ift was in progress two UH=34D
provided escort for an artillery convoy along highway one from Chu Lai
to Quang Ngai Airfield without incidentes 4 second convoy escort mission
was flown by UH=34D protecting a logistic comvoy over the same routes
At 281830H two CH-L6's of HMM~16l commerced 1ift of 500 rounds of arte
illery amminition from Ky Ha to Quang Ngai Airfields "Four YH=3LD's
. commenced emergency resupply fop 1/7. 4t 281910 four UH=34D's. from HMM=
363 escorted by two armed UH-1E ‘retracted 26 WL4 from 1/7-frem-BS 557
776:t0 1st Med Bne Heaty small armg firc receivéd in pick-up zone. ' One
" aireraft Yeceived four hits, but continued on wiission. At 280815H eight
UH-34D's' Fron HM4=363 escorted by Oxwood aircraft departed for Quang Tin
for I Corpk resupply mission. ‘No gear staged and UsS. Advisors upaware
" of migsions Alrcraft réturned to Ky Ha, o o

Coa

. " b . :
. 29 March. Throughout the hight two armed UH-1E froti VMO=6 provided

" pecon/obscrvation for 1/7°and along the Son Tra Khuc, Just after dawn
the fTight sighted 2 Sampan with 18-20 VN males in black pajamas and
green-uniforms attempting to cross the river North to South. Sampan
taken under fire and ten KBA claimed, At 290845H, thirty UH-34D's from
HMM=361,- HiM=363, antl H0=-36k escorted by four armed UH-1E's from VMO-6
{1ifted 6501 troops vf 2/7 from LZ Goose (BT 503 038) to an’unsecure, zone

. at BS 553795, VH0-6 TAC(A) controlled Oxwood A-h aireraft on LZ prep

- ‘at BS 543 813, BS 545 820, BS 543, and BS 535 805.° The UH-3LD's rec-
cived light small arms fire on the first 1ift into the zone. Fire was
also received from vicinity BS 545 789, The UH~1E's took the target
under fire and destroyéd eight huts and damaged four more, At 291228H -

"“ten UH=3LD's- from HM~261 escorted by Oxwood A-l aircraft departec for

. Quang Ngai and 1ifted 15 U.S. Advigors, 197 ARVN troops, 188 VN civilians

. and 71,340 1bs of:cargo to An Hoa (BS 838 675), Tra Bong (BS 3h1 880),

. Song Ha {BS 393 205) and Minh Long‘(BS'5h245253. At 291802H three UH-3h4~
D!'s from HMM-363 escorted by two UH-1E's from VI0-6 retracted a six man.
Recon team of C Co. lst Recon Bn. from BS 469 973 and returned them to
LZ Quail (BT 558 048). : , SR :

30 March, M4G~36 completed support of the seventh Marines on Opcr=
ation INDiaNA, provided support to the lst Marine Division throughout the
Chu Lai Enclave, and completed one I Corps resupply mission. The group
flew 518 sorties, 1lifting 787 troops and pax, and 35.3 tons of carge.

Six battle evacs were also lifteds Throughout the hours of darkness,
Hi5=36 €-117D provided illumination-to 7th Marine units along the. Song
Tra Khuce '
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&t 3006L5H two armed UH-1E's of VIM0-6 commenced providing Recon/obscr-
vation for 1/7 on their sweep to highway one from the BS §777 area.
Flight remained on station until 301110H reporting no incidents, At
300830H twenty four UH-34D!'s from HMM-261, HMM-363, and HMMe36l escort-
ed by two armed UH-1E!'s of VMO=6 and Oxwood h-l; aircraft rctracted 590
troops 'of 2/7 from BS 545 801 to LZ Goose (BT 503 038) without incident.
st 301157H three UH-3LD's from HM¥-261 cscorted by one armed UH-1E of °
VM0-6 executcd a Sparrow Hawk mission., 4 squad rein of 341 was lifted
into an unsccure zone at BT L45 075 in search of a reported 15 VC in the
vicinity of BT L51 O7L. Flight launched 1l minutes after notification,
UH~1E provided suppressive fire in support of squad and destroyed onc
structure, - Troops weére retracted from Hill 69 BI 468 068 at 3015L5H

and resumed Sparrow Hawk standby. &t 301230H nine UH-34D's from HIMTi-36)
escorted-by Oxwood i+l's departed for Quang Ngai on I Corps resupply
mission 1ifting 35,000 1bs of cargoe to Sa Hywn (BS 935 230), Duc Pho

(BSs B05 382), and Nui Tho (BS 758 471)e Aircraft-wore fired upon on 1ift
out from Sa Hywn and one aircraft was hit but continued on 'mission. it
301750H two UH-34D's from HMM-261 escorted by two armed UH-1E's of VMO-6
and. Condole aircraft rctracted a 17 man Reccon team of lst Recon DBne from
BS LL9 901 and returned them to 1Z Quail (BT 558 0L8).

31 Marchs, At 310800H twelve UH=-3L4D's from HMM-261, escorted by Condolc
F- and F-8. aircraft 1ified 71 ARVN troops, 12l VN civilians and 73,000
1bs of corgo from Quang Tin to Tien Phuoc (BT 113137) and Hau Duc (3T
070 060), Mission completed without ineident, At 311205H three UH-3LD!s
from MMM-261 escorted by two armed UH-1E from VMO-6 and Oxwood A~)y air-
craft departed on emergency troop 1lift and resupply mission. 6L ARVN
troops and 6400 1bs of cargo wore lifted from Quang Ngai to 4n Hoa
(BS 478 886) and Binh Son (BS 605 918), Iission accomplished without
incident. 4t 311810H four UH«34D's from HMM=363 escorted by two armed
UH-1E's of VMO~6 and a flight of Oxwood A=) aircraft inserted a 23 man
Recon team of. 1st’ Recon Bn, at BT 558 048 and extracted a 1l man Recon
team of the same unit from BT 410 020, One WI4 retracted and liftcd.to
1st Med Bn, - R ’ B
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PART IIT

1. .Camp Constructions

During this period, ten structures have besen completed, among them °
are the new Chapel, a Commnications Center, a Post Office, and several
new officer!s quarters. 4 new mess hall and additional enlisted quarte
ers are presently under construction. .

2. TFlare Drop Operations.

1

The MAG-36 C-117 has been fitted with the equipment necessary to
conduct might flare drops in support of tactical operations., This
capability was utilized during Operation TEXAS and Operation INDIANMA,
On the night of 29-30 March, contimuous illumination was provided for
1st Bn. 7th Marines for 10,3 hours while the Marines were heavily en-
gaged with the enemye. During Operation INDIANA, two helicopters with
A/D's aboard operated in conjunction with the C=117 flareship in mon=
itoring eremy attempts to flec the battle areas

1 Enclosurc ()
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CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY

1. Mission.. Marine Aircraft Group 36 assigned .in diriect support .of
Task Force Delta agsisted in operations in.both Southern.and Northern -
Quang:Ngal Province to locate and destroy enemy forces therein.. The
Group provided helicopters for troop lift, resupply, Med Evac,. pay-war,.’
TAC(A), HC(A), recomnaissance, fire. suppression, command and llalson, R
arty/NGF spot, and escort,. MAG=36 also coordinated the selection of . .
HLZ's in the areas of operation with CG, Task Force Delta, and controlled .
and coordinated a:Ll helicoptcr operat:.ons 1n the areas of’ respons:.blllty. .
Lo~ - :
2, Chronoﬁ:.cal. Operation DOUBLE EAGLE was conducted in a series of
consecutive phases, designed to position Task Force Delta in the objectlve
area for the ultimate purpose of finding and destroying major enemy :
forces. On D Day 28 Jamary 1966 Phase I of the: operation commenced
with every effort made to create the ‘impression that forces were ashore )
to conduct DAGGER THRUST type search and clear operations within a zone
extending 6,000 me¥ters to the wegt and north of the landing beaches at -
BS 83h2. The build up of forces was accomplished in such manner £ to ,
conceal the task force's'ultimate: objective. The deep ranging flexibility -
inherent in heliborne operations was sacrificed during the:period with L
the exception of ‘emergency resupply and Med Evac. 'On 30 Jamary 1966
MAG-36 equipment and supplies”for the command ‘and control facilities,
TaFDS, aircraft maintenance,-a nd air field control facilities were landed -
over the beach and rapidly set up and operatipg by 1200 ‘on 30 Jamuary 1966,
From that time until 16 February MAG=36. provided complete support to the-
Task Force from its advance base known. as JOHNSON CITY I, The forward
CP consisted of a combat® operations center with:the Commanding Officer, . -
S-3 and S=2 occupying adjacent. tents with the necessary communications
links with CG lst MAW (TADC), MiG-36 Rear at KY Ha, DASC, Task Force == .:
Delta, and USS.Valley Forge.  The forward CP was set up 100 yards from
the Task Force Delta CP.and the DASC which méde close liaison possible. :
A maintenance Section of H&MS«36 landed over the beach with one R-1820 QEC .
and one QTC as well as.a.supply of high usuage spare parts and required’
tools. A TAFDS with'a® 30,000 gallon 115/1L5 capacity and a 10,000 gallon
JP l} capacity were set up along 5idé the forvard air facility, amt-once
fuel analysis had been accomplished provided fuel to:the:aircraft for.
the remainder of Phase I.. Forty eight. rocket. pods plus 7.62 ammunition .
were landed over the beach, and replenished as required from KY HA. An .
expeditionary air facility.wa's established complete with.tower, rumgy
lights, VIP pad and resupply pad. This forward CP and airfield was
operated from 30 Jamary.until 16 February when Phase I secured,-and all .
equipment and supplies wcre backloaded to KY HA via helicopter and:ship..-.
The 17th and 18th of February wore spent planning and preparing for: -
Phase II of Operation DOUBLE EAGLE at KY HA Air Facility at Chu Lai, On
19 February 1966 the¢ initinl heliborne agsault landings of Phase II were
made ten miles Southwest of Quang Tin Province Headquarters. ‘Command
and Control facilities, TAFDS, aireraft maintenance, and airfield control
facilities were emplaced via convoy at Quang Tin Province Headquarters -
100 yards from Task Force:Delta CP on the 19th of January. Lgain the
Commanding Officer, S-3, and S-2 sections were set up in the field with
the required commnications links to Wing Headquarters MAG-36 Rear at:
KY HA, DASC, and Task Force Delta. Tower and runway lights were set in,:

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

as was the 30,000 gallon 115/1L5 gasoline and 10,000 gallon jet fuel -
TAFDS. Alrcraft maintenance facilities. 1nclud1ng an 1820 QEC and QIC, .

as well as rocket pods and 7.62 ammnition were established at the forward
facility. Full operations were conducted from-this advanced base knowa/ - -
as JOHNSON CITY II, until termination of .operations on 28 February 1966,
During both Phases of the operation MiG-36 operated essentially from
advanced expeditionary bases. All aireroft operated from these forward
areas during daylight hours, 2nd returned to KY HA at night, except for .-
those required at the advanced areca for emergency Med Evac and resupply.
This co-location with Task Force Delta Headquarters proved hlghly -
satisfactory, for it allowed close liaison and rapid reaction to ever’
changing situations, Joint briefings were held on strike missions, and
problem areas were eaglly worked out by tis close contact., Co-cperation
should be considered for suckeding oper:tions.

a, Pre D-Day Operations 1 January to 27 January 1966. - Preliéééy
planning and ‘dlaison was conducted with Task Force Delta during t
period., In aadltlon, mmerous- 1ifts of personnel, supplies- and
equipment and artillery pieces were positioned at Ba To (BS 565330) in
order to preposition artillery and Force Reconnaissance Company personnel
for subsequent operctions, On 130700H January 1966 twentyttmo UBHIILD b
from HI-261 and HM{=36l lifted 196 troops of Golf 2/4 and 118 troops of
#the 2nd ARVN Division from Quang Ngai Airfield into ané unsecure zone .
at BS 83L422, VMO-6 UH-1E aircraft controlled the LZ prep by Oxwood A-l
aircraft and Naval Gunfire prep. The operrtion was intended to lock
like a normal search and clear type operation, however its primary pur-
pose was to anahlze the area, for its subsequent use as a Beach Sup-ort. -
Areca for the operction. The troops were retracted at 131LOOH to Quang
Ngai and Chu Lai., On 22 January 1966 two UH=3LD!s and two UHelE's
proceeded to Ba To (BS 565330) and retracted 12 recon troops from a
patrol five miles northeast-of Ba To. The patrol had encountered a VG-
force. In addition a sedrch was conducted for four missing patrol
members, three of which were subsequently located. it 261250H January .. .
1966 nine UH-3LD's from HMM-261 1lifted 197 troops from Echo 2/4 from . -
KY Hi to Mui Dau (BS.87L4325) inisuch manner. as to make it appear to be
2 routine resupply migsion to the outpost. The companies actual mission .
was to seize Hill 163 {BS850391) in conjunction with an ARVN unit to
gain the commanding terrain overlooking the D-Day beach.: At 270552H
eleven UH-34D's from HMi-261 lifted 18l troops from Golf 2/7 from KY HA
to Quang Ngai Airfield to standby for possible reinforcement of the Echo
2/ assault on Hill 163, but the company was not required and they were-
returned to the Chu Lai enclave.

b. D-Day 28 January 1966. In keeping with the planned operations
minimum use of helicopterg was made on D-Day. VMO-6 provided two UH-1E's
on station during the day for TiC(i) -purposes, a.d two UH-1E's were
provided to the Commanding General, Task Force Delta for Command and
Control purposes, as they were for the remainder of the operation, HMM-362,
the SLF squadron; .shuttled pcrsonnel and cargo from the USS Valley Forge
to the Beach Suppo? irea (BSA) and surrounding areas. Med Evacs were
lifted from the BSA to the USS Valley Forge, USS Paul Revere and Bravo
Veds 4 recon patrol which was being pursued by a larger VC force was

2 _ S
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retracted from BS 598375.to the BSA. .Late in the ‘day:12 HMM-38) éirqraﬁ.‘f')
lifted 245 troops of BLT 2/3 from the USS Valley. Forge to ‘an unsecure'LZ -
at BS 75LL12. Automatic weapons fire was received ‘from the vicinity of .
BS 765420 and one aircraft was hit.. Ong HMN-362 aireraft -experienced .
engine failure in the BSA and subsequently.was repaired and returned to
operation, The entire tenor of D-Day operations was .to:make it ‘look as o
though another DAGGER THRUST .type oper=tion was being ‘conducted, .
c. 29.:Janua§2 1966, . At 290630H six UH-3LD's departed KY HA' ‘For the-
BSA and ing the day performed resupply and Med Evac missions ‘between - 7
the BSA and various ships of the task force, At Z§O063SH .sighteen UH-3LDts |
departed for Quang Ngai Airfield to standby for:.contingency purposes.
AT 290830H these aircraft were utilized to 1ift 192 ARVN troops: from - i "
Quang Ngai to Tra Bong (BS 341880) for reinforcement of the outpost. The
aircraft then returned to Quang Ngai and.resumed the contingency standby
until 291830H whenythey returned to KY HA, UH-1E aircraft .of VMO-6 -
were employed in comvoy escort between Chu Lai-and Quang Ngai; TaG(A)/TA0
missions in the objective area, and P8y War flights in.the vicinity of
the BSA. At 2918L5H two UH-34D's from HMM-362 .and two UH-1E's inserted
a recon team at BS 75L421, To complete the day eight UH-34D!'s from HMY-26

departed KY Hi at 292045H with. 12,000 pounds: of ‘rations fof the BSi:. . -

de 30 January 1966, In addition to resupply, Med Evac, and. SR |
»dministrative passenger lifts during the day, one major strike:was Lo
accomplished, At 301400H iLwenmty-eight UH-3LD's from HMM-261, HMM-363, = - .
and HMM-36L augmented by 12 UH=3LD's from HMM<362 and escorted by four ,
JH-1B's of the 118th Aviation Company lifted BET 2/3 (-) from the USS = 4
Valley Forge into an unsecure LZ at BS 717429, -LZ prep- was controlled =~
by VMO-6 aircraft.acting as T4C(4i). Mission was accomplished without - = = . i

incident., Eight UH-34D!s and two UH-1E's remained overnight in'the -
BSi and performed emergency resupply and Med Evac missions. throughout
the night. '

by one CH=3T IC-16 and two CH-3A's of the 20th Helicopter-Sguadron
USaF lifted six 105#M howitzers, 79 troops and 70,000 pounds of -cargo of -
Hotel 3/11 from BS 84319 to BS 718426, Lift was completed without -
incident, At 3109L5H sixteen UH-3,D's from HMM-363 and ten UH-34D's ‘from”
HM¥-362 escorted by four UH-1B's from the 118th aviation Company lifted = -
179 troops and radio relay equipment of 2/4 from BS 812475 to HI11 508

(BS 618369)., VMO-6 aircraft controlled the LZ prep on the zone: ‘At ... .
311L30H thirty six UH-34D's of HMM-261, HMM=363, and HMM-362.cscorted by '~
two UH-1B!s of the 118th Army 4viation Company and UH-1E!'s of VMO-6- = - -
lifted 5§96 troops and equipment of 2/4 (=) from BS 812475 to an unsecure”

LZ at BS 602392, L-Hour was 311500H and LZ prep was provided by Al

and F-lj aircraft controlled by VMO-6 TAC(A). -Throughout . the_day air- . - _
craft from H2M-364 provided resupply and Med Evac aircraft in support of:" - -
the task force, and VM0-6 alrcraft. provided TiC(A) for airstrikes through$ ouT™
the objective area. Eight UH-34D's from HMM-261 and two UH-1E's of VMO-6

e. 31 ‘Janﬁar'% 1966, At 3LO700H four UH-3LD's from MMM-261 aécompanted
rom !

remained ovérnight in the BSa for contingency and Med Evac missions.
fo 1 Februaz"y_l%é,' At 0110001'1 twentfeight UH-j)_;D?s lifted 380

,- | "
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troops of BLT 2/9(-) from Quang Ngai airfield into an unsecure zone at
BS 665475, The flight was escorted by armed UH-1E and UH-1B aircraft,
and L2 prep was provided by A-l and -l aircraft., Upon completion of
the 1ift the aircraft lifted another 172 troops of 2/9(-) from the :
vicinity of BS L4275 into the same 1Z. Mission was accomplished without
incident., Normal resupply and Med Evac missions were accomplished =
thoughout the day and night. 4t O11400H four UH-3LD's escorted by two -
Army UH-1B!'s departed on a recon insert and retraction mission at

BS 422595, The mission was to search for the grave of a.US KIi... While’
awaiting the ground troops to accomplish their mission tie airer-ft
were diverted to pick up another five man recon team from BS 625297 and
returned them to Ba To. The &ireraft then returned to pick up the 28
recon troops at BS h22595 plus the remains of the U'S KIA.

g. 2 February 1966. MaJor actmvxty this date was the 1ift of 2/h( Y
by 28 UH-3LD's from BS 652455 into three LZ's at BS 795312, BS 796327, _

and BS 785327. Two UH-3LD's were assigned to direct supvort of each
infantry battalion during the day, and eight UH=-34D's and two UH-1E's
remained ovornight in the BSA for contlngency purposes.

he 3 Febru'r 1966 At 030630H two UH-3LD's from HMM-363 escorted
by two VID-6 Uﬁ-l%'s inserted 2 recon team at BS 808272. At 030950H ,
one UH-3LD from HMY-36L éscorted by two Army UH-1B's inserted a five man
recon team at BS 435408 and retracted a four man team from the same zone.
At 03123CH twenty seven UH.34D's escorted by two drmy UH-1B's lifted .
4199 troops of 2/L(~) from BS 795325 to BS 838277. VMO-6 acted as T:C(4) |
mission controlling A-h and F-4 aircraft on LZ prep. At 031530H fort
UH-3LD's escorted by two UH-1E's lifted 500 troops of BLT 2/3(=) TIrom

BS 719425 to BS 921267. . hgain VM0-6 acted as TauC(4) for LZ prep. at
031730H twenty UH-3LD's with two UH-1E's as escort lifted an additional
225 troops from BS 636419 to the BSi at BS 834420«

i, L February 1966, At 041540 eight UH=-34D's escorted by two UH-1E's
lifted 150 troops of Golf 2/L from marginally secure zone at BS 796328
back to the BS.., One UH-1E had a tail rotor shot away and crash landed

in the vicinty of the pick up zone. Security was provided for the downed
bird throughout the night and it was lifted back to the BSi the following
morning. Rainy weather hampc red fllght operrtlons throughout the maJorltj
of the d"y.

je 5 February 1966. Resupply Med Evac and T.C(4) missions were
accomplished through out the day. 4t O51706H six UH-34D's escorted by
two UH-1E's lifted a 41 man reactlon forece to BS 753b33. The same force
was retracted at OSlSSOH.

k. 6 Fcbruary 1966. Cohmencing-OéllOOH 35 UH-34D's and 12 UH-1E's
of MiG=-36 augmented byfgg_UH-BhD's of MAG-16 and Four Army UH-1B's and
three USLF CH-3A's stood by for 1lift of 29 rein plus three 105MM howitzcrs
and six howtars from BS 719425 into an unsecured zone at RS 728176.
Weather in the objective area caused the 1lift to be cancelled. 4t
0608350 two UH-1E's launched on a recon of the BS 7948 area. 4rmed VC
were observed moving into a cave. After clearance from Landshark Bravo

Gl
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was received the flight delivered rocket, and machine gun fire into the
target. No damage ascaShent madé, Additiondl UN-1E fliehtdacted as. .
T4C(4) through® out the TAOR during the period, ~Four UH-34D's remained .
over night at the BSa for Med. Bvac and four UH-3LD!s ond two UH~1E's
remained on Condition I1I standby on the Uss Valley Forge.’ Kecplng ,
- UH-1E aireraft on Condition IIT aboard the Valley Forge at nlght becaiig
a standard routlne there after during Phase I. . . ‘ .

1. 7 February 1966. ‘At 07083OH four UH-3hD's escorted by two nrmyf?’
UH-1B's lifted 28 recon troops from the BS4 into two unsecure LZ'5 at’ p
BS 765277 and BS 787274. A sccond 1ift was made with 28 additional

recon troops into an LZ at BS -79827L. it 071025H"f11‘ty UH-34D's

escorted by four UH-1B's,- 1ifted 653 troops of 2/9(=) "from a mirginally

securc gone at BS 715429 to an unsecure zone’at BS 726175. Sn:l.per fire

was encountered in the vicinity of the pick up zone and six aircraft
werc hit, none seriously. H-Hour was O7110CH. LZ prep w:s .provided by
a=ly and F—h aireraft controlied by VD=5 T“C(A) .On”cotpletion of this- .
1ift 56 ‘troops and 22 external 1ifts of Mortar’ Batter:\r 3/12 were Tifted
from BS 715[29 to BS- 726175 Both 1ifts, ‘were. completea without incident.
Aircraft for resupply’ mlsoions were 3331gned to Shore Party Group for -
direct support to the deployed inits, VMO=6 Jprovided T4C(4) and TiD"
missions throughout the’ day and came to assist.-an. Army 0=1 which s .
fired upon by VC in a trcnch line. The trench lipo was plostcrod with.
rockets and machine gun fire, but no damage ass Hﬁ‘;ent could be made.
it O71800H four UH-3LD's ercorted by two Adrmy UH-1B's retracted.the. 56
man recon team previously 1nsertcd this date. ‘The .pick ‘up: was made in.:
two 1ifts and on ezch pick up heavy sniper fire was received, ﬂnd
returned by all alrcrqft on, the flight. - e o

- me B Februarv 1966. At 081100H'26 UH 3HD's escortéﬂ’bﬁ%two Army "p
UH-1B's roops of Lima 3/1 plus.a Battalion Cofmand Group. .

from 28 83hh2h to an unsecurs zone at BS 74L207. The flight.then retuiﬁéd

to tre BSA and lifted 205 troops of India 3/1 into the same Zone. . Four

UH-1E's of VMO-6 acted as T4C(A) throughout the 1ift’ controlllng A=l and e

F-ly aircraft prepping and capping the LZ. During the 1ift one U} -BhD
was forced down by mechanical, troubles in an unsecure zone at HS 756235.
The crew was immediately retr&CVed without injury and five UH-BhD were
diverted from the scheduled 1ift with their troops to sccure the downed
aircrafts 4 reaction force from the BSi'was subsequently 1ifted into
the zone to relieve t'is forée. The rélievcd ‘troops were 11f+aJ to 7

their originally intended zones The downed aircraft was liftod out of 5ijf

the zone by an irmy CH=L7 and the reaction force was rcturned 44" the ™
BSi. At 081745H two UH-3LD's escorted by two army UH-1B's lifted a
four man recon team from the BS. and attempted ‘to insert them gt S

BS 727327% The mission- was aborted when VC and punji stakes wer: observe('

in the LZ. 4 second four man recon team was retracted from BS 780320
back to the ESi.

ne 9 Fetruary 1966. At 090725H four UH—3hD’s escorted by two armed
UH~1E!s aircraft lifted’ 56 recon troops. from the BSA into three unsecure
zones at BS 748305, BS 765340,. and BS 7913&0. On approach to the zone -ab

BS 748305 one UH=34D received a broken strut and llfted ‘back -out of ‘the .
zone with the troops aboard, returned to the BS., discharged the troops

& ;‘,,,J.‘ : Enclosure (1)
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and departed for KY HA’ where it was recovered without incident. Two
UH-3LD's immediately picked up the troops from the BSi and inserted
them at BS 748305, 41l members of the recon team plus ong VC prisoner
werc retracted at 091710H, 4Lt 090985H four UH-3LD's escdrted by two
armed army UH=1B's lifted a reinforced squad previocusly lifted into the
area for a search and clear mission., Intense small arms fire was
encountered from the vicinity of the zone and two aircraft were hit, -
one receiving five holes. The 4rmy UH-1B's returned,suppressive fire
and also received one hit from vicinity BS 822399 in the horizontial -
stabilizer. Mission was aborted and all aircreft returned sofely to
she B34. The stranded squad was then reinforced by a company size unit
moving overland, while ovérhead VMO-6 T.C(4)!'s controlled. i~ and F-}
aircraft strikes and performed artillery missions in t:é area for the
balance of the day. ‘ e

! T S ’ - CRC S o <. nwa;““ ...«.:n‘;,ﬂ@,.wm..m--m‘mum .

0, 10 February 1966, it 100900H ten UH-3LD's 1ifted 200 troops of

Mike 3/1 from BS B601l5 to BS 7L7153. Mission completed without incidents
4t 10110CH eight Uh-3LD's and three USALF CH-3A's 1ifted 56 troops, -six
howitzers and 16 oth r external lifts of -Mortar Battery 3/12 from 35 73316l
to BS 838L2L without incident. UH-1E aircraft acting as TAG(4) controlled
cir ghrikes by Ael and F-l aircraft and adjusted artillery on a trench =
complex at BS 890330. Portions of the trench were destroyed by the
combined strikes. g ' - ,

Do 1l February 1966. At 111030H twelve UH-34D's lifted 65 troops of
2/9 plus radio relay personnal from BS 733163 to an unsecure arca at
BS 616369, The landing was prececeded by LZ prep 4-L aircraft contiolled.
Ly Vil0=6 TiC(i). At the completion of the LZ prep two UH-34D's landed a
five man reconteam to clsm the zone of any remaining helo stakes. o
Mission accomplished without incident. it 1115308 forty UH-34D's from -  ° ,
MiG-36 and MiG-16 escorted by armed UH-1E's and UH-1B's 1lifted 615 troops"
of BLT 2/9 from B3 733163 to an unsecure LZ at BS 562383. LZ received
15 winute artillery prep from Ba To (BS 568338) followed by L5 mimites of . .
air prep by A-L and F-l aircraft. Mission accomplished without incident. .
At 111730H two UB-34's escorted by two Army armed UH-1B's rotracted two
four man recon teams from BS 588277 and BS 640250-and returned them to
Ba To (BS 568338). A4t 111830H sixteen Uf-34D's escortcd by two UH-1E's
lifted 186 troops of Mike 3/1 from BS 740145 to BS 799170.. is the 1ift
progressed cloud cover descended on the drop zone and the lasy S0 troops .
were dropped at a zone 300 meters west and 500 meters lower. lMissions -
complcted without incident. o ' : :

q. 12-February 1966, Atwlzb?BOH two UH‘BbQLf¢GSCOF$ﬁﬂ%bW'tWOWaFMéd  R

UR-1B's retracted a five man recon.team from BS 780320 and returncs them
to the B3k, Lt 120900H eight UH-3LD's lifted 150 troops of Hotel 2/L
from BS 855173 to BS 922188 without incident. A4t 1215004 eight UH-3D's
lifted 56 troops and 23 1lifts, including 12 externals of Mortar

Battery 2712 from BS 839420 back to the USS Valley Forge, A4t 121730H

two UH-3LU's esccrted by two armed UB-1B's, retracted two recen tcams,

one at BS 509415 and the sccond at BS 560430. 4 third team was retracted
from BS 661312 and returned to the BSA, Shortly after the recon team

was inserted at BS 560130 the team reported sighting 100 VC and a . -

o 6 b
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decision was made to rctraet the team. Two UH-3LD's. escorted by two
armed UH~1E's launched immediately for the area and under conditions .
of reduced v1slb111ty successfully retracted the team without 1n01dent.

r. 13 Fcbruary 1966. At 131500H thlrtyhsoven UHu3hD's of MAG-36
and MiG-16 escorted by four armed UH=1B'S liffed 285 troops of 2/3 from
BS 930141 to Ba To (BS 567339)s The aircraft then returned to the BSA
and 1ifted 185 troops from Echo 2/3 into an unsecure Zone at_BS 56LLL7.
The flight then returned to Ba To and llfted ‘the remaining elements of
2/3 into the same zone. LZ prep was provided by A<l and F=l aircraft ..
controlled by VMO-6 TAC(A). Later the samé day an emergency retraction
of a compromised recon team was accomplished by WO0-6 aircraft from.a
steep mountain slope. One slick sneaked into the Zone and with only
one skid touching the ground lifted the four man team out, while three
gunships provided suppressive fire against the YC.' '

. 1 February 1966. At 1L1315H sixteen UH-34D'8 escorted by two
armed UH-1E's retracted 290 troops of 2/L from BS 822303 to the BSi.
Near the end of the 1lift three V. C. snipers were 51ghted in a trench
at BS 820310, The UH-1E'& returned fire on the snlpers killing two and
wornding ones One UH-1B €ouched down and captured the wounded V. C. and
the weapons, resulting in MaG-36'S first CBA (Captured by hir). at
143100 two UH=-3LD'S escorted by two armed UH-1B!'S retracted a four ma
recon team from a marginally secure zome at BS 619369 and returned them
to the BSi: without ineident., Two additicnal recon teams were retracted
from BS 524396 and BS 849391 and returned to the BSA. '

t, 15 Februarv 1966. 4t 150810H twentyhflve UH-3LD's acoompanled
by four UH-1E'§ providing helo escort and TaC(i) lifted 1LO troops of
Golf 2/3 from BS 540419 to the BSh. Moderate sniper fire was received
from the vicinity of the pick up zong but nonc of the aireraft were hit.
One UH=3LD went down with mechanical problems at BS 572353. A reaction
platoon of L troops from Echo 2/l was rapidly lifted into the area to
provide securlty for the downed aircraft while an engine change was
accomplished. Repairs were completed and the security force was re-
Lracted, At 150930 forty UH<3LD's escorted by four armed UH-1ETs and
two UH=1B'S lifted sggjtroops of 2/9 from BS 540419 to Quang Ngai Lir-
field without incident. Commencing at 151115H thaese same aircraft
lifted 470 troops of 2/3 from BS.5LOL19 to the USS Valley Forge. 4t
151330H ten UH-BhD'S escorted by two U9-1E'S lifted 6Q troops and radio
relay equipment of Golf 2/3(-) from Hill 508 (BS 618368) to the BSA. At

1514000 twelve UH-34D'8 escorted by two UH-1B's 1lifted 200 troops from

Mike 3/1 from BS 9226 to the BSi, At 151L30H ten UH-3L4D's lifted 60
troops from Quang Ngai &irfield to Hill 163 (BS 849391). At 151500H
Fourteen UH-34D's commenced 1ifts of 68,000 1bs. of artillery ammu-
nition from Ba To to Thach Tru (BS 758&69), and one USAF CH-34i com=
menced llftzng four 105 MM howitzer from Ba To to Chu Lai. To complete
the day at 151715H six UH~3LD's escorted by two UH-1E'S lifted 130 aRVN
troops and 1400 lhs. of cargo from Hill 163 (BS 849391) to Nui Dau (BS
872322). This was by far the busiest day for helicopter operations by
MAG-36 in RVN to date.,

D
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u. 16 Februvary 1966, This was the final <ay of Phase I of DOUBLE
EiGLE, and wag spent retracting small elements of various units to the
BSL for back loading., At the same time MAG-36'g equipment, supplies and
facilities were lifted back to KY HA and back loaded aboard ship with the
last elements of M.G-36 departing the BSA at 161L430H. The final statis-
tics for Phase I are as follows: ‘ '

Flight Hours 4529.8

Missions :,1C60
Sorties 12,919
:Troops/Pax 15,788
Cargo Tons 4*555;8
idrcraft Hit ' IR

Alrcraft Down/Recovered' i‘3/3
Casualtiecs 7 WiA‘S

<. 17 and 18 February 1966. This period was spent planning and pre-
piring for Phase II of Operation DOUBLE E4GlE., Supplies and eguipment
were loaded aboard trucks for 1ifts to Quang Tin via convoy. Final de-
taills of the initial 1lifts for Phase II were worked out with Task Force
Delna staff and supported units,

[17

17 February 12é6 Phase IT commenced with forty-eight TH-3lD's
of M G~30 and MAG-307escorted by nine UH-1E!'S of VMO-6 and frur UH-IB!
of “o, A 501'st aviation Battelion 1ifting 5U8 troops of 2/7 irom bosh
KY A and Quang Tin Province Headquarters (BT 30822L) into two unsecure
senos 1.2 Swan (BT 160169) and LZ Duck (BT 17016L). L-Hour was at 19093CH
and eir prep was provided by i-L and F-l aircraft controlled by VMO-6
TAG(AY, One UH-3LD experienced engine malfunction in LZ Duck. 4 reaction
cunpany of 16l troops of Golf 2/7 was lifted into the #nne in mid after-
nocn to provide security for the helo, after the battalion moved out. At
1919071 a USAF CH-3i 1ifted the hull back to Quang Tin, after a CH-37.
had 17f+ed the engine, blades, tail pylon ebcs back to the LSa., At ))’
1971550 g;’UH-BhD'é from MAG-36 and MAG-16, and HMM-352 of the SLF lifted
470 troops of BLT 243 from the USS Valley Forge to two unsecure zonés at
BT 191149 and BT 1981L5. UH-1E and UH«1B aircraft escorted the mission
and VMO-6 controlled A=l end F-l aircraft on LZ prep. Seven UH-3L4D's
received small arms hits during the 1ift, none serious. On completion 1
of the tactical 1ift LSO additional troops of BLT 2/3 were lifted admin-
istroatively from “he USS Valley Forge to Quang Tin Province Headquarters
withomt, iicident, 4t 191230H 480 troops of 2/9 were lifted from Hill 29
{(BV 2330) “nto two LZ's at BT 262125 and BT 235122, 4gain A-l and F-l4
aircraft provided the LZ prep controlled by VMO-6 TAC(4). As these major

dil 8
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1ifts were :Ln progress, M&xG—Bé'a comm"nd and control faclllt:.es, ‘mainte=

nance, TAFDS, and airfield control facilities. arr:.ved at Quanf~ Tin Pro-’ ‘

vince Headquarters and ‘were rapidly set up’ and’ oneratlng n'y 191800H

X ,_20 Febru?_li 1966. At 201000H thirtv—seven UH-3)4D's ascorted by
four arfied UH~1E'8 and four armed Army UH-1B'8 f[li‘ted 1235 troops of the
1st and rth Battalions of the 1st RVN Marine Briade’ into two LZ's’ at':

BT 103087 and BT 09810k without incident. At 2015301 teh UH-3LD'8 es-
gorted by:two armed UH~1B'8 and. two armed UH-1E*S 1itted: 6¥ troops of "

tho 2/3 into an unsecure. zone at. BT 132206 to relnfbrce d'beleaguersd’

& -

VTS

LS

recon’ team. Migsion accompliahed ‘Wwithout 1nc16ent. At 202120H four ‘.o :

UH-34D'8-oh-Hed. Evac. standby at.Quang Tin werée, launghed ‘and. lifted 27
WIA's from 3/1 to Delta Med, The. mission was accompllshedmdespite heavy .
gmall amms and mortar firs in the pick up %ones. Kdditional aireraft

Were recalle ~from KY Ha and lifted the Wli's from Delta Med in the LSA,‘ 3

to c Med 1.'

aNang, USS Repose, and Bravo "Ied. PR PRI

L

3

and F«B8 aircrsft controlled by VMO-6 TAC(A) .Oné Aymy UH-1B was shot 'down-’
in the LZ with holes in the engine. and fuel. cell. ‘The' aircraft was: 1ii‘ted Yot

.}4, 2

out the following day by an Air Force CHe34, 0N eompletien of the Golf -
23 11ft, 56 troops, tén internal loads and 20° extcrnals of Mortar Batw

tery 3/12 were lifted from Quang Tin into the same zone. Ong UH=34D | 2L __" S

fmm HMM-362 experienghd engine failure on: take-off after droppmg ‘an ' -

gxternal load in tho - zc’pa and, crashed and burneds 'The crew was retracted

by the wingman and Foturned to Dolta Med in the LS. At 2111;001{ thlrty—'
‘oné UH-3LD'8 escorted by two UH-1E'8 and two Army UH-1B'8 1iftEéd 600"
“troops of 2/7 from BT, 193193 into an unsecrue #ong.at B 000230,  Small”
apms fire was receivel in the pickup: zone and .one UH-3hD rece:.ved a hit -
1. the center: fuel. ‘cell but returned to Quang Tin safely, 4gain 4-li and
?*h gireraft’ provided the LZ prep controlled by VMO=6 TAC(A). At 211600H

e

‘frcm ' 218168” .an, unsegure zone at BT 039262. ‘Small arms. fire'was '

,- i. 22 FLb_{rg_a_gE“ ; 1%66 TNo:major taetical lifts mre accompllshnd this
date, however two raft on. direct support received enemy small’ crms f~

while on a resupdly mission at BT 16&255. . Both drew ghi‘ef and gunnor wer
wounded and rapidly evacuated to Dglta’ Med ih.the | “Anqthey UH-3LD cu
a resupply mission was hit by smal; é"and moi‘t'a‘ fire, _Sheil ‘fragmentr
rupburec the right front strut draining the’ hydral

Tuid, - THe, aircraft
~was flown back to the LSA. and recovered without iticident. . VMO~6’ TiC(4) -
subsequently directed strikes by F-8 aircraft on the suspected enemy pos—-
itions, o . § e

aa, 23 Februagx 1966. Marg:.nal weather kept operations th:.s date to
a minimm, however two UH-1E from VMO-§ launched to provide observatmn

1966, At 2].10301-1 thirty-four UH=34D'8 escorted by ’"'w A
ted-193 troops of Golf 2/3 from Quang Tin into an unsecure '
@one at BT 051250. L-Hour was 211000H and L2 prep was provided by aAslp o o

thirty one UH-~3LD'8;cagorted by. four Army UH-1B's 11ifted h61 troops of 2/’ '-3"_ A

for a company size search and clear operation by Foxtrot 2/7 in the v1c1.n1ty |

of BT 2425, As tlrg company commenced its sweep, ve attempted to flee the

\._'.
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area, Armed UH«1E's under positive centrolvof the ground unit fired
rockets and machine guns at the fleeing V. C.. Four army UH-1B gunbirds -
were also scrambled to assist, Nelieving on station throuchout 'the day
the UH-1E and UH=1B accounted for 19 KBi plus six pos51b1e KBa. 4t
231530H two UH=-3LD launched on a Med Evac mission of one critical USMC

WIA at BT 028211:; Weather at the time was 600 feet altitude.and éne half .
mile visibility. Enroute one aircraft was hit by small arms fire which
started an electrical fire which was quickly extinguished. The co-pilot
and both crew members were slightly woundeéd in the action and the air-
craft returned to Quang Tin. , Two UH-1E's were 1aunched at 23161CH on the
same missions Weather had deteriorated to a 400 foot’ celllng, but despite
the marginal weather they managed to get into the zthe and 1ift the WIA
to Delta Meds The accompanying armed UH-1E received two hits, ope in the
cockpit and one in the tail rotor, but no 1n3ur1es were 1ncurred. '

bb., 2L Februagx 1966. TWenty UH-BhD's escorted by’four Army UH-lB'

lifted 11 arines from Tam Ky Airfield to ‘an unsecure zote at BT
BT 143305 without incident.

cc, 25 February 1966, At 250730H eight UH-3LD's escorted by two
Armed UH-1E's inserted 104 recon troops of Recon Group Bravo into six
unsecure zones. The insertion was completed in two lifts without ihei- «2
dent and the troops were retracted at 251800H from two zdmes. At 250800H :
ten UH-34D's 1ifted 82 VN refugees from BT 055251 to the LS4 at Quang Tin, -
35,000 1bs of 105 MM Howitzer ammnition was lifted from Quang Tin to Tien
Phouc (BT 115137) by ten UH-3hD's at 251030H. Seven UH=-3LD escorted by:
two UH-1E shuttled 120 troops “of Golf 2/3 from BT 055250 to the LSa. Two
aircraft were hit enroute 'and 6ne co-pilot was wounded in the lege At
251L00H two UH-1E's launched on 2 recon with a VC POW and interpreter to
locate a suspected VC hospital ‘and to select a LZ for a possible 1ift. into
the area., The hospital was located in the AT 9722 area and a LZ was select
ed at AT 977225, At 251515H twenty=four UH=3L4D's escorted by two UH-1E's
and two UH-1B's commenéed lifting Golf 2,3 from the LSA to the LZ at
AT 977225, VMO-6 and Army gunbirds damaged and destroyed seveéral permanent.
type buildings in the vicinity of AT 9623, observing several'secondary
cxplosions. One UH=-34D made a precautlonary landing-in the zone, a mine
exploded close by and the aircraft 1lifted back out of the zone and re-
turned to the LS4 safely. The remainder of the flight launched to BT 002~
261 where they picked up 97 refugees and 1ifted them to the LSA. At -
251800H Golf 2,3 was lifted back out of the zone at AT 977225 and returne’
4o the LSh. U471 troops of 2/3 were llfted from the LSA %o the UsSS Valler
Forge.

dd. 26 February 1966. " At" 261515H eighteen UH-34D's retracted 153
trocps, l,2 mortars and ammnition from BT 055250 to the LSA and USS
Valley Forge. The flight encountered light small arms- fire from BT 060~
252, One UH=-3LD experienced engine failure in the pick-up zone and an
engine change was made during the hours of darkness and the aircraft was
flown out at 270800H. The engines were lifted in and out by USAF CH-3A.
it 261T00H a Provisional Defense Company of 2/7 was lifted in-to provide

security for the downed aircraft and the remaining elements of 2/3 were
lifted to the USS Valley Forge. This Provisional Company was retracted-
by 12 UH=3L4D's at 27093CH. .

10 '
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co, 27 February 1966, At 27073(H. six UH=3lD's 1ifted 100 ARVN
troops from BF 5?1%9 To BT 232315 without incident. At 270900H a USAF
CH-3A escorted by Army UH-1B lifted 32 troops, two 105MM howitzers

and 17,000 pounds of ammunition from BT 300235 to BT 1071h2. Two Army
UH-1B gunships provided fire suppression in support of elements of 31

and 2/7 in a search and clear operation in vieinity BT 2421, The

flight was relieved on stztion throughout the day. Two UH-1E's on a
command ship flight with BGen PLATT aboard flushed several VC in the opene
Elements of 3/1 were directed to the area where contact was made with

%ood results. The UH-1E's killed three VC and made the second CBA
Captured by Air) for MAG-36 1ifting a VC POW to the LSA for interrogation.

ff. 28 February 1966, This was wrap-up day for Phase II of Operation
DOUBLE EACLE., Krme% UH-1E's provided convoy escort for convoys moving
from Quang Tin to Chu Lai throughout the day. The UH-34D's lifted

elements of the task force back to Chu Lai, MAG-36 closed out its advanced
CP and returned to KY HA. Final statistics for Phase II are as follows:

Flight hours 197l.3
Missions 559
Sorties | 5978
Troop/Pax -10,L07
Cargd tons 327l
_Adrcraft hit 50
Aireraft down/Recoveresd LW/3
Casualties 20 WiAts
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY
OPERATION DOUBLE EAGLE -

28 January < 28 February 1966

Total Flight HOUrSessecescessessesesb50hel
Total MisSioNS.eeeseeesesecessssnensesl6ld
Total SortieS.sesscesssesscssscsesssldy897
Total Troops and Passengersec......«26,195
Total Cargo ToNSsesseescsscssssvssssl023e2
Total Aircraft Hiteseiesseesesarconaneesd3
Aircraft Down/Recoveredeecsecsessssesse?/6
CasualtieSeesssescssesssrscncsnsse2? WIAls
Company 5128 LiftS.cceevercnvsnsncneosnell
Li.2 Mortar Battery LiftSeesececcesroocesed

Battalion Size Lifts.a-.ouconu-locuocootzo

Sl
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PROBLEM AREAS AND RECOWMENDATIONS
1. ITEM: Troop Retraction

COMMENT: During all phases of Operation DOUBLE EAGLE the most
hazardous missions flown were those imvolved in the retraction of
friendly troops from marginally secure areas deep 1n Viet Cong - ‘controlled
territory, . As the troops moved down into the pick ap polnt, the VO
would move down into positions where the pick up point could be covered
by heavy sniper and automatic weapons fire. As the transport hellcopters
made their pick up they were subjected to enemy fire. This VC factic -
was particularly noticeable during ‘the mid and late’ aftcrnoon, when it
appeared that the. cnemy was well rested from his Pprevious ‘nights" endeavors
and more reacy to do.battle..- As the operation progressed the ground ,
units became more aware.of this problom and put. out additional security
forces surrounding -the pick up .zones. In.addition, UH-1E gunbirds dand
fixed wing aircraft were assigned to. cover the retraction, anid attack
known target arecas and suspected oositions to keep the enemy fire down,.
This tactic was particularly effective on t“e retraction of the 1ast
elements of a unit,. e - :

RECOMMENDATION: That infantry units be reindOctrinated in prov1dinw o
security and screening forces during. helicopter retraction operations, .
and that UH-1E gunbirds and, fixed ‘wing aircraft be. assigned on all troop L
retractions from. -unsecure or marginal secure areas. ' : ; '

2. ITEM: Search and Clear M1331ons . L »
COMMENT: On 23’ February during Operation DOUELE EAGLE a company siza
search and clear operation was initiated through a hamlet co lexs ~Two’
UH-1E gunbirds were assigned to provide observation and TAC(A) as’
required. As the pperation commenced’ ~heavy cloud _cover desccnded on-the -
area, making it impossible to utilize fixed wing aircraft on: the" mission. -
As the infamtyy. commenced. its sweep VC sterted to flee the area, The ’
UH-1E's seized this opportunity and patrolled the observed routés of
egress from the area, and under positive control of the ground’ unit,
delivered rocket and machine gun fire at the fleeing VC. Additional

VM0-6 gunships and Army gunships assigned wore scrambled into the area, i LT

and in coordination with the ground unit sweep accounted for 26 KBA-
during the operation. The mobility and fire power of the UH-1E .aire .
craft proved invaluable in this type operation, because it was able to
not only continually observe from low level the routes of. egress, %ut
rapidly deliver fire at observed enemy targets. :

RECOMMENDHTION' That the UH-1E be utiliZed on future search and clear'%’:‘"'

operations, for obServation purposes as. well as a block qnd kill force.

3. ITEM: Accurate Personnel/bargo Statistics .

COMMENT : Throughout all. phases of Oper-.tion DOUBLE EAGLE 1naccurate LT

statistics on the mumbor of personnel or pounds of - oargo, to be lifted

LS 1 5
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wore received from various units involved, When the flight leaders were
briefed on a specific number of troops to be carried ocut of marginally
secure zones, they would compute the number of 1lifts required by the
number of assigned helicopters, in order t® insure that a unit of suf=-
ficient strength to repell known VC elements in the area would be all
lifted on the last 1lift., Several instances occured where moie troops
vwere left in a zone thsnwere capable of belng lifted by the hollcopters -
available., Were it not for some quick headwork on the part of flight
leaders, who waited for additional helicopters to arrive, small numbcrs
of troops incapable of defending themselves against an enemy force
superior in numbers would have been left in a pick up zone., On other
occasions numbers of troops to be lifted from'a secure and marglnally
secure to unsecure zones were un*erstated by as much as 12 plane lodds.
On another specific occasion a howtar battery was briefed to have
external loacds of not more than 1200 pounds. When the helicopters
arrived the loads were at least 1500 pounds. The helicopters were not
capzble of 11ft1ng the prepared loads into the high altitude drop zone.
This requirec the time consuming process of reshuffling the loads and a -
delay in accomplishment of the mission, On administrative type 1ifts
from a secure to a secure zone, troop units often refused to load heli-

Ttopters to capacity, thereby creating additional sorties which were
unnecessarys

RECOMMENDATION: That the ground units be reminded that complete and
accurate statigtics must be made available to the helicopter unit, in* -
order that a properly planned and executed miszion may be accomplished.
Secondly, consideration should be given t0 establishing procedures wher-
by troop units would be pre-briefed on the exact mumber of troops or .
total pounds that each aircraft could carry, taking into consideration
density altitude and other factors. It would then be the troop units
responsibility to break itself down into heliteams based on numbers of
troops and pounds of cargo to be carried, und report the total mumber
of heliteams to be 1lifted vice mumber of troops and pounds of cargo.
Third, on administrative type lifts from seeure zone to secure zong, it
mist be made clear to the troop unit that assigned hellcopters mst be
leaded to maBimum capacity in order, that full utilization is made of "
ezch helicopter assigned thereby maklng sorties with partial loads unnecess=’
ary. Tactical integrity should be sacrifieed to helicopter utlllzatlon
ori administrative type lifts.

L. ITEM: Loading Zones/Heliteam Stadinf

COMMENT: Throughout Operation DOUBLE EAGLE numerous cases vere
experienced where poor choice of lpading/pickup zones and podbr organi- -
zation of troops in the staging area contributed to slowing down troop
movements. Two and four plane pickup zones for large nmumbeis of troops
were chosen by the ground units, when a pick up zone that cculd handle
eight or ten planes at one time were within 500 to 1000 meters. Troops
also tended to bunch up in large formations awaiting pickup instead of
spreadlng out t:e length of the piek up zone for sase of loa dlng. This
results in heliteams moving 100 to 200 yards to enplane, again slowing
down the 1lift, There were also instances when troops staged on the

oy )
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wrong side of pick up zones, When hellcopters approached the zrne 1nto
the wind with troops on the port side, troop commaders did not move the
heliteams to the starboard side to facilitate rapid: loading.

RECOMMENDATION: That unit commanders be reindoctrinated in the import-
ance of selecting loading/pick up zones of sufficient. size:to-facilitate
- rapid loading of troops, and that troop formations be.staggered on the
starboard side of the helicopter to facilitate. loadlng.;;;3¢~ e -
\ [ L T . N
Se ITEM: Hellcopter to Ground Communlcatlons

COMMENT: The dlfficultles 1nherent 1n hellcopter to ground communl- '
cations are two fold: - _ IR ‘ o

ae Incompatlblllty of PRC-lO FM radio gear to that 1nstalled in.
the helicopter, :PRC~10's are marnually- fine tuned to fréquenoy ‘while air=
craft installations are presget chrystals, While 211 stations on a ground
net of 47.2 (Mamually tuned by means of interminable short and long counts)
may be inloud and clear .contact with each other, they may very well be
on 47.23 and therefore unable to communlcate clearly, if at all, w1th air-’
craft. o : . :

b. Hellcopters are: brlcfed to come .up’ on Battallon or Company
FM nets, thereby intermin°1ing or 1ntorfer1ng w1th ground to ground ‘
comminications, .

RECOI\MENDATIONS;

ae That greater use be made of the PRC-hl (UHF) capabllltles in
ground-helicopter commnications and that ground radios periodically be
fine tuned to a crystalized FM frequency to ensure accurate frequency
def1n1tatlon._

b That speclflc FM and UHF frequencles, alre dy de51gnated for.
helicopter use, be utlllzed.~ S ,

6. ITEM: Positive Landlng Zone Idont1f1cat10n .

COMMENT s - Nith radio communlcatlons problems posslblc, it is necesseww
to develop additional mesns of ‘signalling spproaching helicopters. The'
call for smoke will somectimes be answered by the obliging VC. The coler
of smoke used by the friendlies is often,not that requirzd. for 1ndont1f~
ication (as brlefed). B '

‘RECOMMENDA$ION. That mirrors be. utlllzed in.addition to radios and’
smoke to assist in identification. Pilots who have witnessed mirrors .-
used, agree that this is an immedizte mecans of spotting personnel on the.
ground, Smoke will be seen for miles on the ground while the mirror. .
flash can be dirccted only at the aircraft. This is particulary valid 1n N
the case of reconnaissance retractiona The most effective means of ’
identificaticn then would scem to be a combination radio, mirror and
finally color smoke (if required). With 'some training, reconnaissance
teams and other ground units can learn to flash code for 1dent1ficatlon.

-
——
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The survival mirror with aiming dross—hairs and sightvis a standard
stock item. '

7. ITEM: Landing Zcne Preparation

COMMENT: During several landings on Operation DOUBLE EAGLE a different
type of zone preparation was utilizeds It is believed that prolonged
-air preps in excess of one half hour provide a form of warnirg to the enemy
and allow them sufficient time to escape fram the area around the landing
zone, - THe na@%w method tried consisted of prepping the commanding terrain
with heavy ordnance, an inner perimeter with anti-personnel bombs and
napalm, and generally using 20mm strafe for the landing zone propcra '
Following this relatively short prep, fixed wing air was continuously
called in on the outer perimeters during the actual landing. It is .
believed that this provides excellent helicopter protection and serves
as effective blocking fire for escaping enety troops. Diring several
helicopter landings, napalm strikes werg-run in closc proximity to the
landing zonc and the landing helicopters were on converging courses,
yet both groups had no difficulty, attributing to a high state of |
training and complete confidence in each other!s ability. General purpose
bombs having o large cratering effect should .not be employed in the landing
zone proper because the craters present a natural hazard to the landing
helicopters. In the same vane, napalm must not be used on landing zones
containing dry grass. The resultant fires are hazardous to the heli-
copters, and the soot from the burning vegetation can produce near IFR
conditions. During the actual landing phase helicopter "gunships”,
can best provide contimuous landing zone suppression force. Demostrated
ability and accuracy, coupled with the confidence shown by the transport
helicopter pilots in the "gunships", has proved that fire can be delivered
while the landing is in progress.

8. ITEM: Direct Support

- COMMENT: During the early nart of the operation two UH-3LD!'s were
assigned to each battalion for direct support missions; such as resupply,
Med Evac, liaison etc. It was soon realized that this resulted in poor
utilization of helicopter resources, and the transport helicopters werec
then assigned on, an as required basis; usually six, more during peak .
periods, to the Shore Party Group to provide direct resupply support to

all units of the task force. These aircraft were nct fragged for each
mission through the DASC, but were fragged by the Shore Party Group to
deliver supplies as requested Wiz the chain of command., A liaison |

of ficer from MAG-36 was assigned to work with the Shéwe Party Group to
assist in scheduling and loading the aireraft. This method proved to be
satisfactory but had a few shortcomingse. Numerous instances occurrcd
where loads were carried to'a unit when they were on the move and could

not accept rations and water at that particular time, causing the load to.
be returned to the BSA/LSA only to be lifted out again at a later time.
Aircraft would deliver a load to a unit, and rcturn to the BSA/LSA, '
only to return to the unit a short time later to pick up water cans, or .
POW's, etc which were ready for pick up on the first trip. As the operation
progressed, bugs were worked out of the system so that by the end of the
operation direct support helicopters were properly and fully utilized,

Enclosure (3)
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RECOMMENDATION: That use of direct supnort helicopters be fully
tested on succeeding operations.

9. ITEM: Hospital Ship USS REPOSE

COMMENT: Utilization of the USS REPOSE during the operation proved
to be highly satisfactory. Critical patients were lifted from the col=
lecting and clearing companies to the REFOSE in large numbers. One
problem developed concerning the REPOSE, The ship continually steamed
15 29 miles at sea, causing delay in critical patients arriving for much
nceded treatment and excessive amount of rotor hours expended in
arriving at the REPCSE.

RECOMMENDATION: That on future operations the REPOSE be situated in

close proximity to the area of operations for more rapid casualty.
evacuation, !
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From: Commanding General

To: ~ Secretary of the Navy (Navy Department Board of
Decorations and Medals)

Via: él) Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force
2) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
éS) Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet
4) Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code DL)
(5) Chief of Naval Operations (0Op-09B2E)

Subj: Award of a Navy Unit Commendation; recommendation
for

Ref: (a) SECNAVINST P1650.1C
(b) FMFPacO P1650.1A

Encl; \(l) Roster of Marine Aircraft Group 36 and supporting
units
V(2) Proposed citation

1. 1In accordance with the provisions of references (a)
and (b), it is recommended that Marine Aircraft Group 36 be
awarded a Navy Unit Commendation for heroism.

2, On 3 March 1966 intelligence reported that’a 2,000 man
Main Force Viet Cong Regiment was located in Chau-Nhai vil-
lage, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam. Acting on
this information, the Commanding General, III Marine Amphib-
icus Force ordered Task Force Delta, with Marine Aircraft
Group 36 supporting, to assault the enemy force within twenty
four hours. In this short period of time, Marine Aircraft
Group 36 completed the planning regquired to solve the com-
plex problem of conducting z vertical assault operation
utilizing one Marine Battalion and one Company of Army of

the Republic of Vietnam Battalion from widely separated areas
into a heavily defended area.,” This operation to be conduct-
ed only two days after completion of Operation "Double Eagle"
which was a two Regiment sized, "Search and Destroy" opera-
tion in the Quang Tin Province area. Utilizing twenty four
helicopters to conduct a vertical envelopment of the enemy

in the beginning phase of the operation, all but four of
these aircraft were damaged so severely that they could not
continue in the lift. All available helicopters were im-

Lel-1
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mediately assigned to the operation to continue the 1ift
and land an additional two Marine Battalions and elements
of an additional Army of the Republic of Vietnam Battalion.
Extremely efficient flight operations were conducted around
the clock for the remainder of the period, repositioning
units to more effective fighting and blocking positions,..
Emergency resupply of ammunition, medicine, food and water
were accomplished under the most trying conditions of dark-
ness and hostile enemy automatic weapons and mortar fire.
Many aircraft crews were assigned flight operations for a
period in excess of twenty four hours. All requests for
medical evacuations were accomplished on an emergency basis
both day and night under conditions of hostile enemy fire,
unlighted landing zones and a fluid battle situation. Con-
tinuing their support of the assault during the ensuing
days, Marine Aircraft Group 36 contributed to the destruc-
tion of more than 583 of the enemy and capture of large
guantities of supplies and equipment. In so doing the at-
tack thwarted an enemy attack, freed the civilian popula-
tion from the terror of the Viet Cong, and set an inspir-
ing example for our own and allied forces. By their ef-
fective teamwork, aggressive fighting spirit and individ-
ual acts of heroism and daring, the men of Marine Aircraft
Group 36 and supporting uwnits not only achieved significant
results but, in so doing, exemplified qualities of courage
and skill which are in keeping with the highest traditions
of the United States Naval Service.

3. The facts contained in the proposed citation are person-
ally known to me and are a permanent record of this command.

KEITH B. MC CUTCHEON

2
h-ix2

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

®e ~ ®e

ROSTER OF MARINE AIRCRAFT GROUP 36
AND SUPPORTING UNITS

Marine Aircraft Group 36

Headquarters & Maintenance Squadron 36
Marine Air Base Squadron. 36

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 261
Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 363
Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 364
Marine Observation Squadron 6
Suppoertirg units

Marine

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 263
Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 361
Army

117th Aviation éompany

119th Aviation Company

161st Aviation Company

Air Porce

20th Heliccpter Squadren

) ENCLOSURE (1)
B=y-3
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Tha secretary of the Navy takes pleasure in Commending
MARINE AIRCRAFT GROUP 36
for service as set forth in the following

PROPOSED CITATION:

"For outstandlng heroism in action against enemy
Viet Cong forces during the assault of the Chau-Nhai village
complex, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam, from 4
March to 7. Martch 1966. Acting on the basis of intelligence
information that a 2,000 man Main Force Viét Cong Regiment
was located in Chau-Nhai village, the Commanding General,
I1I Marine Amphibious:Force ordered Task Forge Delta, w1th
Marlne Aircraft Group 36 supporting, to assault the enemy
force within twenty four hours. In this short period of
time, Marine Aircraft Group %6 completed the planning re-
quired to solve the complex problem~of conducting a vertical
assault operatifon utilizing one Marine Battalion and one
Company?¥of Army of the Republic of Vietnam Battalion from
widely ‘separated areas into a heavily defended area. This
operatloﬁ to be oonducted only two days -after completion of
Operatidn "Double Eagle" which was.a two Regiment sized,
"Segrch and.Destroy¥: operation in the Ouong Tin Prov1nce
areas. ., Ytilizing twenty four helicopers’”to conduct a vertical
envelopment of the enemy in the beginning phase of the op-
eration, all but four of these aircraft were damaged so se=-
verly that they coul@® not continue in the 1ift. All avail-
able helicopters were immediately assigned to the operation
to continue the 1ift and land an-additional two Marine Bat-
talions and elements of.an additional Army-of the Republic
of Vietnam Battalion. Extremely efficient flight.operations.
were conducted around the clock for the remainder of the per-
1on, reposltlonlng units to more effective fighting and block-
ing positions~. ‘Emergency resupply of ammunition, medicine,
food and water were-accomplished under the most trying con-
ditions of“darkness and hostile .enemy automatic weapons and
mprtar.fire. Many aircraft ¢crews were assigned flight op-
eratlonu *for a period in excess of twenty four hours.- All
requests for medical evacuations.were accomplished on an em-
ergency basis.both day and.night under conditions of hostile
enemy fire, unlighted 1and1ng zones and a fluid battle situa-
tion. Continuing their” support of the assault during the
ensulng days, Marine Aircraft Group 36 contributed to the
destruction of more than 583 of the enemy and capture.of
large quantities . of supplies and equipment. 'In so doing,
the attack thwarted an_ enemy attack, freed the civilian pop-
ulat¢on from the terror. of the Viet Cong, and set an in-
spiring example for our ,own and allied forces. By their ef-

-fectlve teamwork, aggrESQ1ve flghtlnﬁ spirit and individual

‘\ 'Q\ 2
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acts of heroism and daring, the men of Marine Aircraft

Group 36 and supporting units not only achieved signifi-
cant results but, in so doing, exemplified qualities of
courage and sklll which are in keeping with the highest

Traaic1onb of the United States Naval Service. The fol-
lowing units of Marine Airecraft Group 36 participated in
the ChaumNhai, Operation "Utah®, from 4 to 7 March 1966:

Marine Aircraft Group 26 composed of Headquarters and
Maintenance Squadron 3%; Marine Air Base Squadron 36;
Marine Medium Helicopter Squadrons 261, 363, and 364;
Marine Observation Squadron 6. .

Supporting units consisting of Marine Medium Helicopter
Squadrons 263 and 361s 117th, 119th, and 161st Aviation
Companies, U. S. Armys; 20th Helicopter Squadron, U. S,
Alr Porce.

SECRETARY OF TIE NAVY

2 ENCLOSURE (2)
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IIT MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE AND NAVAL COMPONENT COMMAND
MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM
C/0 FPO, SAN FRANCISCO,
CALIFORNIA 96602

Release No: 394-66 Da Nang Press Center
First Marine Aircraft Wing Release No: X~116-66 Da Nang, Vietnam
By: Sgt. S. R. Driver Tel: Da Nang 6259

salvaged 'chopper

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CHU IAI, Vietnam, March 5 -- Two Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron (HMM)-3(
choppers were called to take a maintenance crew to a downed "Huey",

A platoon of riflemen from the 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines héd set up a
perimeter around the helo and were under enemy small arms fire,

A short distance away, Marine FLB Phantoms, F8E Crusaders, and ALE
Skyhawks were attacking a large force of Viet Cong,

While_in the Landing Zone (LZ) the decision was made to strip the UHLE
and 1lift it back to Ky Ha,

As the maintenance crew stripped the aircraft the UH3L!'s lifted out the
salvaged parts,.

A U,S, Air Force CH3A 'copter was called and brought back the fueselagé
of the downed 'chopper.

The two UH3L's returned to pick up the engine and maintenance crew.

Back in the zone, they came under intense enemy automatic and small arms
fires They waved off and requested suppressive fire from the Marine riflemen,

First lieutenant William F. Lane (Mountain View, Calif,) went down
through the hail of enemy fire. He felt his helo lurch as he came close to the
pick-up zone., His helicopter was hit _aund he was forced to land,

The VC fire increased with the helo sitting in the open,

A quick check for damage revealed they had taken a small arms round
through the rotor blade. It was making the aircraft fly jerkily and off balanc:

~MOT S
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They landed close to a high tree on the terrace of a rice paddy. This

prevented them from taking off again,

The crew chief jumped from the !chopper, pulled his machete out, climbed
the tree and began to 8lash the tiree tope

Three times he had to jump back to the ground to avoid Viet Cong bullets
snapping around him, After five minutes of hacking at the top of the high
tree, he had leveled it to where they could take off,

Still determined to complete the mission, Lt. Lane flew around the hill
to pick up the engine,

A quick external hook-up was made and they began to lift out of the zone.
They lowered down once more, setting the expensive engine gently to the ground,
then hovered over it until maintenance from VMO=6 could climb aboard,

Taking off again with his damaged aircraft, Lt. Lane, with the engine
slung below, climbed in tight circles through the curtain of VC fire until

they were at 3,000 feet and out of range.

~1LSNMC e
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) m FORCE INFORMATION OFFICE o ;
II1 MART HIBIOUS FORCE AND NAVAL C COMMAND
MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM

C/0 FPO, SAN FRANCISCQ,
CALIFORNIA 96602

Release No: 392«66 Da Nang Press Center
First Marine Aircraft Wing Release No: X=l113=66 Da Nang, Vietnam

By: Sgt. Stanley Driver Tel: Da Nang 6259
med=evac

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DA NANG, Vietnam, March 5 -- As a blanket of darkness settled over the
coastal plains 12 miles south of Chu Lai, Maj. Robert P, Guay (Brooklyn, N.Y.)
guided his Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron (HMM)-261 chopper toward a
flashing light, The light designated a landing zone (LZ) where wounded
Marines waited to be evacuated.

The helo settled and the first man was put aboard. "It seemed like an
eternity, but it was only 10 seconds," commented lstLt. James R, Miers
(Port Arthur, Texas), co-pilot.

A Viet Cong automatic weapon on a hill above them opened up on the

helicopter., Everyone in the LZ hit the ground, Then, VC mortar rounds

" exploded about 30-feet away from the ‘copter.

The major lifted off, then turned the choppers! tail toward the enemy,
making a smaller target.

The VC opened up with a 50-caliber machine~gun in a steady stream of
tracers parallel to the left of the aireraft.

Maj. Guay applied power and pulled the helo up and to the right in
a steep climb,

He inched away from the tracer;.— Lt. Miers commented, "They looked as
big as a cigar and I was just waiting for one of them to hit."

Finally, at 1,000-feet, the major lost the VC machine-gunners in the

darkness, =nore=
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He orbited at 3,000 feet and radioced the ground Marines that he would
orbit until the mortar attack was over,

The ground Marines replied, "No, this zone is too hot, come back at
first light with more helo's,"

Maje Guay proceeded to "B" Med, and dropped off a wounded Marine, 4s
they left, four additional HMM-261 aireraft were alerted and scrambled for
medwevac's.,

The major was designated flight leéder.

Approaching the same area he informed ground Marines to identify
themselves by blinking flash lights straight up into the sky.

Following positive identification of the LZ, Maj. Guay double~checked
with each pilot to ensure that they knew where the LZ was.

A miss would mean certain danger because the ground Marines were covered
on three sides by the VC,.

Hostile fire varied as the helo's individually descended into the zoné.

Maj. Guay led the flight into the hot zone and to "B" Med, six times,

The final trip concluded six hours of flight for Guay, and over 10
hours for Lt, Miers for the day.

Their flights had been through the hottest landing zone HMM=26l has

flown in and out of during their 9 months of combat operations in Vietnam.

h~1-B&2
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FORCE INFORMATION OFFICE
IIT MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE AND NAVAL COMPONENT COMMAND
MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM
C/0 FPO, SAN FRANCISCO,
CALIFORNIA 96602

Release No: 519..66 ' Da Nang Press Center

First Marine Aircraft Wing Release No: X-1L1-66 Da Nang, Vietnam
By: GySgt. Bob Russell Tel: Da Nang 6259
trap

FOR TMMEDIATE RELEASE

CHU LAT, Vietnam, March 19 -« Eight helicopters of Marine Medium
Helicopter Squadron (HMM)-261 were hit by VC small arms fire at Amn Hoa
outpost today when they made an emergency 1lift ferrying 120 Army of the
Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) soldiers from Quang Ngai to the besieged
outposte

Five of the crew members were wounded in the action, but are reported
in good condition.

A flight of 10 'copters lead by Maj, Robert P, Guay (Bromx, N,Y,),
along with two gunships from Marine Observation Squadron (VMD)-6; was
told the outpost was still under friendly eontrol (although all
communications were lost at that time),

Upon arrival at the landing zone (LZ), ARVN soldiers, women and
children (some wounded) were waving at them.

Maj. Guay began his apnroach into the LZ, and as he set down .50
caliber machine=-guns opened up on him and the other choppers in the zone,
The second chopper was immodiately damaged and took a waveeoff.

Two other aircraft managed to sneak past the Viet Cong and landed in
the zone,

The three 'copters that were able to get in, dropped off 30 ARVN

troops, All other choppers were waved off,
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Five out of six choppers that attempted to land were hit by
intense enemy fire,

The 1ift was aborted and the pilots headed back for Quang Nzai.

After an evaluation of the sitnation at Quang Ngai, it was declded
to retract the 30 ARVN troops they had just inserted.

But first there was to be a onhewhour LZ preparation by U.S. Marine
and U,S, Air Force fixed-wing alrecraft.

"I decided to send four aircraft in at a time, instead of all of
ﬁs trying it at the same time," stated Maj, Guay. "I would zo in by
myself, while the remaining five choppers stayed aleft to pick up any
craft that might be shot down."

As the 'copters started down, the fixed-wing aircraftICOVered the
southwest side of the zone, while the Hueys surpressed the enemy's fire
in the outpost itself,

The choppers went in under heavy enemy fire., The 1ift was
accomplished and the 30 ARVN's were ferried back to Quang Ngai,

During the retraction three of the four choppers which landed
received hits, | |

Though all reached Quang Ngai safely, two of the helicopters were
incanable of flight back to their home base at Ky Ha.

As Maj, Guay said:

"When it was all over and all were safe, everyone stood at least
15 feet tall,"
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