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1. Organizational Data - Period. 1 to 30 April 1966. 

a. Commanding Officer and staff o:.f MAG-)6s 

co 

Flt Surgeon 

JOHNSON, WUUam G. 

PORTER, Mervin B. 

A11BROSE, Raymond H. 

B~Y, Richard p. 

YATES, Charles E. 

ZIT~'HK.. Robert J. 

GARROTTO, Alfred F. 

S:'Dvl()R1'H, J. 

HOWARD" Marvin 

SCHENK, Thomas 

~10FFETl', Forrest L. 

PARKER, George R. 

2AFJCER, George R. 

SCOTT, L. U. 

TROYER, Paul D. 

MEISSNER, H. W. 

com MEEKS, Clarence I. 

Civil Affairs MERRIT, Max A. 

Avn Sai'et;r BONNEY, R. A. 
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COL 

LTCOL 

2NDtT 

MAJOR 

CAP!' 

tTeOL 

LTooL 1 to 22 Apr 

t100L 22 to )0 Apr 

LeDa 

LT (USN) 

CAPT 

2NDLT 

2NDL'l 

lSTLT 

lSTLT 1 Apr 

CAPT 10 Apr to 30 Apr 

CAPT 

MAJOR 

MAJOR 
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KOCI, Richard A. 

_J&SSON, Thomas F. 

TORREX, Phillip H. 

b. C01TII'I!anders and Staff of attached units: 

x'" ,,', 

('~.'C' ,I 1 ~ I 

xC' 

nps 

i-jOONEY, Thomas G. 

FATCH, Roberl D 

eco'IT, L. U. 

r:iJ1L 1;r8, M.i.chael E. 

COLLINS,. Michael E. 

l~08'C8T..,LO, Keith W" 

:]T,Ui,Y,. Robert p. 

PATE:" Gerald S. 

~LDIDRTHJ J .. 

GAMOTrO, Alfred F. 

nr...rtJAJ.L, R. L. 

SMITH, W. R. 
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MAJOR 

. CAPT 1 - 15 April 

CAPT 15 - 30 April 

LTCOL 

MAJOR 

15TLT 

L'1'ooL 

MAJOR 1 to 8 Apr 

CAPT 9 to .30 Apr 

CAPT 

LTCOL 

MAJOR 

MAJOR 

LTCOL 9 to 22 Apr 

LTCOL 23 to 30 Apr 

MAJOR 

MAJOR 
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Me GOUGH, J. D. 

VOBORA, G. J. 

GRAHAM, W. H. 

FG:9:;111.L, Robert D. 

GCODSELL, William; J. 

Upi': Des:i.gn8.tion Lf")C!itio~ 

KY HA. 

(SI..F) 
KY HA 

KY HA 

KY HA 
(SLF) 

KY HA 
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MAJOR 1 to 15 Apr 

MAJOR 15 to 30 Apr 

MAJOR 1 to 15 Apr 

MAJOR 15 to 30 Apr 

Date 

1 ~ 30 Apr 66 

1-30Apr66 

1 - 30 Apr 66 

1 - 8 Apr 66 
8 - 30 Apr66 

1-30 Apr66 

1 - 8 Apr 66 
8 ... 30 Apr 66 

1 - JO Apr 66 
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l .• iverage monthly strength: A.pril 1966 

UnS.t Mar. Off. Mar. Enl. Navy Off • NaI9Y Enl. 
• 

mtMS-36 35, .324 0 0 

MA£&,.,36 11 409 4 24 

HMM-261 id 167 0 0 
I . 

HMM-.362 41. 164 1 3 

HMM-36) 51 174 1 0 

VMo-6 31 141 0 0 

A~era.ge monthly strength of MAG-36 ~s 231 officers and 1379 en11ste~ 

4. The following VIPS visited the MAG-)6 area during the month of April 
1966: ' 

Date -
4 April 

, 18 Aprl.l: 

22 Aprll 

VlP 

Senator Gale· W. MCGEE 
Honorable Paul R. IGNATIOtS ASfiX Sll'JJ DEF 
Honorable Cyrus R. VANCE DEP SED DEF 
MGEN liIEIDS 

BGENELWQOD 
rom stILES 

LTGmi WA.L1" 
MAJGEN HCCUTCHEON 
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a. In the month of April MAG-36 1s combat operations continued at 
the rapid pace characteristic of the Vietnamese conO.ict. During the 
first cotrIp1ete month of operations in conjunction with the 1st Marine 
Division, MAG-36 participated in several large operations against the 
Viet Cong within Quang Ngai Province. 

(1) On 6 April, HMM-364 replaced HMM-362 with the SLF and HMM-
362 returned to the operational control of MAG-,36 at Ky Ra. 

(2) Operation IOWA commenced at 080800H with the lift of 400 
troops of 3rd En. 1st Marines into an unsecure LZ at BT 315 125. The 
LZ was prepared by fixed wing aircraft of MAG-ll and MAG-l2 and the 
high ground west of the zone was effectively blanketed with smoke from 
the MAG-12 A-4 smoker. One UH-34D of HMM-26l made a precautionary land­
ing at a· secure zone on Ky Hoa Island (BT 523 123) due to engine mal­
function. A CH-46A from MA.C1-l6 lifted a new engine to the downed air­
craft and it was recovered by 08183.5H. Med Evac and logistic support 
was maintained throughout this local operation. 

(3) On 12 April Operation NEVA~ began with the lift of two 
battalions of the 7th Marines from the Chu Lai Combat Base to unsecured 
LZ1s at BS 688 848 and BS 692 882. VMO-6 TAC(A)'s controlled Oxwood 
and Condole aircraft in preparing the two zones. Four armed UH-lEts 
provided close-up fire SIlppression during the landing. In the course 
of the lift one UH-34D was struck by ground fire from the vicinity of 
BS 688 848. A total of 40 UH-34D t s of HMM-261, HMM-362, and HMM-363 
!'tnri eight. armed UH-lE' s of VID-6 were utilized during this lift. 47 
troops of the 1st Recen Bn. were emplaced at BS 658 88l~ BS 703 894 and 
BS 729 900 by eight UH-34Dt s of HMM-362 to report any enemy movement 
from the area of operations. Two armed UH-lE l s ofVMO-6 remained on 
station throughout the day to provide observation and fire support for 
the 1st and 2nd Battalions of the 7th Marines. MAG-36 established a 
forward CP for Colonel W. G. JOHNSON, the Tactical Air Commander, 00-
located with the 7th Marines at Buddha Mount.a1n (DS 660 '155). ~et 
support of the engaged battalion was provided by six UH-34Dr s operating 
from the LSA at Quang Ngai. During the afternoon, eight UH-,34D's of 
HNM .. 363 shifted 190 troops of 1/7 from BS· 693 879 to an unsecure LZ at 
BS 734 877 without incident. On 13 April. the second day of Operation 
NEVADA, the days activities commenced with the lift of t~1I Company, l/7 
from BS 695 855 to a blocking position at BS 727 857 without incident at 
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093OH. This movement was followed by the lift of 250 troops of 1st 
Battalion, 7th Marines from BS 732 872 to unsecure zones at BS 765 834 
and BS 780 826 by 24 UH-34D's of HMM-261 and HMM-)63. Two 106 Recoil­
less rifles on mules and seven tons of cargo were also landed. (Annex A, 
Tab A). VMO-6 provided TAC(A) and escort for the lift and utilized 
fiXed wing aircraft to supress ene~ fire at BS 725 880 and BS 730.879. 
One UH-34D was hit in the pick-up zone resulting in minor damage. Six 
UH-34Dt s operated from the Quang Ngai LSA throughout the day on direct 
support missions for the engaged ground units. On the next day, 14 
April, 24 UH-34D's lifted 366 ARVN Rangers from BS 745 823 to BS 855 730• 
v1M0-6 UH-1E's escorted and provided TAC(A) over the zones. Two VC were 
killed by the escorting UH-IEts as they attempted to cross the river at 
BS 573 755. Several armed UH-IE search and destroy missions were performed 
in support of ARVN units sweeping to the west of Quang Ngai... One VC was 
killed in the river at BS 573 755. En~ resistance to the ground forces 
advance at BS.545 252 was suppressed by destroying nine structures. A 
total of eighteen structures were destroyed in this operation. A raft 
of supplies was also sunk in the Son Tra Khuc River. Two gunships oper­
atbg in support of the AL1VN forces under the control of a Bird Dog air­
craft killed six VC (confirmed) and six VC (possible) at BS 548 754. 
Ligtt small arms fire was encountered . throughout the area and .50 cali .. 
be~ fire was received from BS 537 159. At 0730H the 15th of April, 115 
troops of- 1/7 were lifted from BS 660 755 to BS 719 826 by eight UH-34Dt s 
of HMM-J63 escorted by two armed UR-lE's. This was followed by the re .. 
traction of 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines from BS 785 855 to the Chu Lai 
Combat Base by 24 UH-34D's of MAG-36 accompanied by two UH-IE's and 2 
A-4's. On 16 April the persistance of MAG-36 helos was demonstrated 
during the follOwing skirmish. At 1120H two HMM-26l UH-34D's launched 
to pick' up heat casualties of "GII Company, 2/5 from a secure LZ at BT 
433 051. Upon his approach to the zone the lead aircraft flown by Capt. 
F. P. ACCOMANIXr and lILT T. E. LEIBY came under heavy fire. Both pilots 
received minor scratches from p1exiglass fragments which damaged'tha 
~otor blades of the aircraft to such an extent that the pilot was forced 
to make a precautionary landing at Hill 69. HMM-26l immediately launched 
a second Med Evac flight accompanied by two armed UH-lEt s of VJ.1o.6. 
The lead UH-34D of this flight, flown by Capt. J. R. C.RUSING and Capt. 
J. p. KENNY also took heavy small arms fire on final resulting in a 
minor wound to the gunner in the aircraft,. Corporal J. T. FER.Ri\.RO. The 
aircraft aborted the mission and proceeded to 1st Med Battalion to get 
treatment for the gunners! wound. Two UH-34n's of HMM-)63 operating in 
the vicinity of the action on a normal resupply then volunteered to 
attempt the avac. With the cover or three UH-IE's (an additional UH-lE 
had diverted from a TAOn recon to assist in the evac) lILt R. J. JANSEN 
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and his co-pUot, then successfully evacuated the wounded Marines trom 
the zone. Upon procuring a replacement aircraft tor his damaged one, 
Capt. CauSING of HMM-261 launched once more to evacuate the heat cas­
ualties that tho Med Evac had originally been called tor. He encourrt;ered 
only light fire during this successful pick-up. During the process ot 
running this Med Evac mission the ground commander called for a Sparrow 
Ha"w:< flight to relieve the pressure 011 the gound unit. At l238H~ three 
UE-.34D I s of HMM-362 , and 1 UH-lE of VMO-6 launched to insert an 18 man 
squad at BT 442 osO. During this landing fire was received from three 
sides of the zone hitting two of the UH-.34Dt s. The three UH-lE's oper­
ating in su!,port of the Med Evac flights in the area appl.i.ed suppressive 
fire for the landing. Upon completion of the Sparrow Hawk flight and 
the l>1ed Evacs, VMO-6 maintained a TAC(A) and observation flight over the 
area throughout the afternoon. On 17 April at 0730H 24 UH-34D's of MAG-
36 retracted 889 troops of 1st Battalion 1thMarines from BS 778 821 to 
the Chu Lai Combat Base. Vl:10-6 UH~1E' sand OxHood A-41 s provided air 
cover for this retraction. This 11ft concluded Operation NEVADA. (See 
Annex A). 

\ 

(4) The 19th of April was marked by the midmorning lift of 186 
troops of !IF" Company, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines from LZ Carp to an 
UI'.!secure zone at BS 462 962. The zone was prepped by artillery and two 
VMo-6 UH-lE' 5 and six A-41 s provided air cover. Fire was recoived from 
a village at 13S 471 9S8 hitting one UH ... 34D. The escorts, both fixed and 
rotary winged, applied suppressive fire to the target. 

(S) Operation HOT SPRINGS commenced on 21 April with the simult­
aneous lift of 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines and 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines 
to 3 zone at BS 523 890 and the lift of the 1st VN Marines Battalion and 
5th ARVN Airborne· to a zone about 1000 meters south. The operat~on was 
initiated by information gained from a VC ral~~r and proved to be one 
of the most profitable in which MAG-36 has been involved so far. The 
c~ject of this operation was to destra,y the en~ forces reported to have 
r07urned to the area so recently cleared by Operations UTAH and TEXAS 
during !-!arch of 1966. Only light opposition was met during the assault 
and a large amount of enemy weapons, including six l2.7AA guns, Were 
captured by the ground forces to the.great satisfaction of the pilots of 
:JIAG-)6 who had encountered these weapons on previous operations. During I 
the initial li.ft an armed UH-lE flown by Capt. W. R" HUFFCUT of VMO-6 
received a .50 caliber hit in the cockpit. The armor plating on the 
pilots! seat saved Capt. HUFFCUT from serious injury and he received onl¥ 
a mi~or scratch fron shr~pnel. 
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During the afternoon ot the 21st, th1rtywtw UH-34D's of MAQ..)6 lifted. 
the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines into the operating area (00 567 825). . 
Some light fj.re was received from BS 581 826 but no aircraft were hit. 
This operation amply demonstrated MAG-36's ability to perform on short 
notice and at the' highest efficiency. In a little more than twenty-
fOilr hou.rs Kt\G-36J1 under the direction of Colonel W. G. JOHNSON, who 
acted as Ta.ctical Air Commander for this operation, had planned and 
s:i.Gccssfully p.xecu·c,ed the assault landing of five battalions in the op~ 
~ting area. EiGht UH-3)~DI s operated out of Quang Ngai I·SA in direct 
support of the engaged grour.d forces for the duration of this operatiOn. 
The 3rd BattaUon. 1st Me.j."j.nes was withdrawn from the HOT SPRINGS area 
0:1 the 22n1 by thi.rly-two UH-3hD1s and 2 armed UH-lEts •. MAG-36 support 
of Oparation HOT SPRINGS was concluded with the escort, of the convoy ot 
ret'lx'Iri.ng troops from the operating area to the Chu Lai Combat Base.by 
nr.:ned U3-lEl s of V}10~.6~ In the course of this mission heavy fire was 
rS':!3ivcd from a village at BS 582 950.. When the UH-lE delivered sup­
?:.."9ssi ve f:i.re into the area the fire intensified. The UH-lE then called 
fc."(' fixed wing air support and acted as TAC(ll.) for two flights of 11AG-12 
A_:~1 s who struck the village with napalm and bombs. (See Annex B) 

(6) The northwestern section of the ehu Lai TAOR received the " 
a.ttention of l1iJAG ... 36 during the closing days of April as Operation WYOMING 
wc.s begun. On 26 April, thirty-two UH-34D f s of MAG-36, accompanied by 
four armed UH-1Et s of VMO-6 lifted 516 troops of the 3rd Battalion, 1st 
Marines into an unse~re zone at BT 320.140. Some very light sniper fire 
was encountered but no aircraft were hit and the operation prooeeded 
smoothly. Upon conclusion of the main lift eight UH-34D1 s of HMH-362 . 
lifted recon teams to pOditions east and west of the LZ proper to observe 
ar..y enemy movement f:t'om the area. The aircraft then brought 587 ·troops 
of the 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines from their home base at Hill 69 to a 
zone at BT 335 182 east of the original onee Logistic and Med Evac 
9U.pport of the two battalions in the field was performed by MAG-36 thr~h­
o'f. th.e operation which concluded on 30 April with the retraction' of J/l 
f::o:r; Br .:;66 055 to Ky Ha Art by 18 UH-34D 1s of HMM-261 and HMM-362. '1-
t.h0Q;h the i1.ight rec.eived fire from the vicinity of the LZ, the escorting 
UH~lJ.;;j sand A-4 r S ·iNcre unable to return fire due to the proximity of 
friendly troopso The UH-1E's were able to apply suppressive fire to the 
e!1.en;y at B'r 35'( 652 durir:g the final stages of the lift. During the log­
istics missions f"J.0",-rn. in SU})port of the ground units MAG-36 received its 
or.lly ser5.ous c3.S'uali:::'y of this operation when lILt R. J. Jli.NSEN of 100 ... 
36,3 waf! struck in the shoulder by enemy small arms fire as the UH"'34D 
G.3Ii:trted from a company I,Z at BT 438 100. The injured man was innned.­
iately eva~1.~a7,cd to t,l'.e 1st Mad Bn. by the pilot of the aircraft. 
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The r.lOnth of A?ril saw MAG-J6 helicopters employed in e.lmost daily 
inoeriio:1s and :cet.;ractions of reconnaissance teams throughout northern 
Quang lI)·gl'l.i and Ej(ltlthe~l1 Quang Tin Province. A total of twenty-five 
1n~lCJ:"'dc"'.8 of tec~l'\~ rF.mging in s1~e from .faux to smy-three 1tlen were .. 
pm'1'or:r:..ed", A tCltal 0:[ nineteen withdra~mls was also successfully 
exiom;:t.ea... For a 'hro WP,6'r. I'e:~:I,oc1. in mid April, two UH-34D' s of HMM-362 
equipped vTlth 300 f'i:; hoil,,"::' t'<;'mro.ned on a fUteen minute standby to support 
tl~.e ;:'pere..t.:l,cr;s of un Army u.r:U eonducting deep reconnaissance (Project 
De~;.J0a) !00 t!18 "re~t of Shu l·ai. TheJe aircraft launched seVl'ln times on emer­
gem!"::;- I'EfC!'c.ct.ionp of comprcmisoc.team~ deep in the mountains and sucess­
i":.1l;7 ext.r-adiEld ·teali1!9 hy h.oist., Ti'll) polioy of accompanying the Ua ... ,34D 
on :';:J'::Oi.l 5.n,'::!ertions <.mel r<;)tl'actions by armed UH-lE l s is of. s:i.gnificant 
v~11..~8 L1 rel~t!ciDg er,G~'!l,y sr.iper fire on these missions", 

On the third of April two UH-J4D t s of HMM-364 were dispatched to 
seArch fo:." a d:r'ol-ming v::.ctim who had fallen from a clitf in the vicinity 
of the IJ'J1.N B!ltte:t'Y on Ky Roa Isla~::ld.o The victim lias soon located by' the 
E'.:~rcra.ft and the corpsman EN 2 A. J 0 L1-L~SCN was lowered by hoist to 
recover him. He was giY2n mouth to mouth resuscitation throughout the 
t~~ip to the l~ M8d BattaJiono 

At 190011 on Ih April'tHo UH~3LD ofHMM ... 363 on SAR"standby were 
lc!'1nched to reCO"'Ter the crew. ~~ of 2 Air F-oree B-S7 ~s which';Md 
89parently collided in the vicinity of grid square DT 4040. Three ot the 
four Cre1iT mcinbe:::~ ,,<at'€! pit-ked lip by the f:lMl.1"':)5,3aireraft ~le the fOUI'th 
m:-,'1 was rescu€td by the Air Force BAR helicopter from Danang. The crew 
nWI::oers .s?p::\rent.ly unhurt, l-Tere taken to Danang. 

The SAR iJr1-3J~.Il18 have also been utilized to provide water hoist 
t::;:d.:llng for iilu·!,G~·:L2 pi1o-ts throughout. the afternoon of 5 April 1966. 
This w:l.te:r hOisting skL11 of MAG-36 was put to good use by Capt. R. C. ,'. 
},;',id~SHAL::'J of E'i::\: ... 36,3 ir:. his rescue of a Vietnamese civilian from h:I s 
s::.rik~.~lg boat du:t.'i{lf, .i!.pXo;i.] .• ", (See Ar.ne;;c C) 

Dl1rlng A~:ril 1~~G-J6 co~ti'l1..laJ.ly maintained two aircraft on a ten 
rninnte Med ETrac alerto Tbrough most of the month 2 UH-34DI s were main-
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tained at Qlanc Iga1 U tllriDg dayl.1ght hour8 for I CoJ:'P1 Mod !.\ra.e 
standby. These aircraft transported a total of 4$3 111 and wounded 
U. S. and ARV'N personnel between the field and the various medical. fac­
ilities of the I Corps area. The presence of the hospital ship, USS 
REPO~};., has ej.df!ld s,ignificantly in p~<:.viding specialized medical care 
in the sh')rLe:ot p0ssi:·le time to the helo evacuated battle casuality, 
p21't,ic'.:.J,QrJ.y i_l':":~!'::f;>;:'ge scale operations. Field Med Ehracs were 
p,:;c:::o:::mL:(l ,,:r E'\({"3S f':,~.?'·G,;'·a.f'::' deSpite tho most hazardous oondit.ions o:t 
'b-?t/C~,·2.~ ;;eat:1Cl':)Y:0:r~""~i:::i' an5. darImessc (See Anne.-x D) 

E~G-,~36 p:ru'l:U,sd T:<.L,D~ 8 th:roug!.:cut "che month tv '..'Gsupt::ly ':';llEl ATIVN, 
l,?OI"':;;;l T,hTr)' .. ~g:l· .. \",;"t, ~':1(: ~.~ G~Yc":?;;3 ere"." A to';;a1 of 318,,2' t.O!!S of cargo were 
j .. 1i't.(;d '~m:'i::H? 68.3 i.E:L~._':';:: cj' E:l.Lsht. timf.;~ (See An:-J~:r. So) 

(l"t '? Ap~':':i.'.:{i~G-JG became an integral part of the 000 Lai Defense 
ConnlJ.nd of the 1st Mc::dne Division, as a subs ector command MAG-36 co­
ord:Lrw.tes the security efforts of DEI' A MASS 2; MAOS 7; 2nd Platoon, Co 
A, J.st h:t.rac 3-::1.., j N0J~ Jim IJa~"; 1st Eosp:i.tal Company; and MCB-3. A 
S(_~~t:,-(v: of n·.h8 rj'~nk:3 cf the 1st. il'1:>p'y': B,£Gtalion. have been assigned in 
d.l"3C;'f,; aupport of +,116 SGC'l].':~t:;r fo:rC02" 

rt,-d.ng r·m,G"'36!G t.0'll:.' in 7ietnam the armed UH-lE, or 1l00nship", as 
it1.3 cc);r:1on.ly l:noWl!. !-las d8!no!13tre.ted its worth many times over. In 
J'·,p::':L~:.. tti~ Ve1'8::~'':tJ:1:t.~r was 9.X?J.oi-::,ed as it was used to support assault 
:Umrii~g0 by 'che '0:;:..,;;hn: s~ • .'md. provide cover and observation for ground 
1l:::::.~:":'" '!.'hn ·]~.lae of 1::,,"'3 gmship is r.mp1y demonstrated by the cumulative 
t,,·,i;~':f-i ~'\,'r tl-:d !l(TCt.h e'i AprE.. 24 VC KBA (confirmed), 13 VC KBA (poss), 
Et.-.d cL:, S'~,:::_~:~'G'-lres der/c:r.oyedo The armed UH-lE have done ;yeoman service 
n,:' :~:~:;::'o:(";'-at,io!\ ;~i_ ~';'(3~"·aft. especially in close support of ground troops (See 
[,t,~~c'x :;,") \' 'l')v:, i::"~:'",'}3~ G ftll a vital gap between the defensiYe M-60' S 
:P(j~\:t.er~ :1.7.1. '(, .. ;(~ r:r-r-3hI; E~,r.,l t·he heavy ordnance of fixed wing aircraft. Its 
c:'-Li.t:i' ;"L1:\-a;.lt:\~:f :~ S :L-};6 >.<':Lllt.y to locate and ",t.tack the individual 
~vjp'rs a'!'.r:1. s:mc11 gTC1~l-'S nf o~:)!'\Y so <3lusive in counter insurgent war-
1'o.:r,,:. By ~.r:i.rtlle of being directly on the spot, in- close contact with 
gl'c:11~.i:. 'In:!:cs,, a!ld hC'.ving trained pilots for TAC(A), it can not only suppres8 
f.~p:. i.:~ E'_-:«t.reme~- close proxi.l'lti.ty to ground units, but can adVise the 
[X'Crt.i!',:: ('Ol!Fn.x,~tl':;',t' ',If ~~:.e'1'J;r .'l:;l;:"vit1.es and bring more fixed wing attack 
ai:;;c:,aft to be~ on t.hen~· '. 
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April"s rood weather allowed MAG..36's construction program to pro­
ce~d ai:. an :1, !:~l"eascd pace. Fifteen structures, including a Post Office 
and P':J',i:, };;x,:;,h,'.r.zc .. mrFl completed and ":.:10 finishing touches 1Jere made on 
th~ L!:.:t.·.JI) Cb.;."p~)::.~, :i";;;1 addition, a TfJ.'DS dispensing system wo,s set 11.P 
ar:.c1 j.t1 }!Z,,7.1."g l!,,:.:i.l'.t<,:i:::.'x: ;."ly MAG-36 j:lFlrsonnel at the Tam E~' district. 
h\·:,_·.,.lt.Jtl~:r~.>:;:·~·::~u r. ;'.-:.(},.~ .:.\.:'·l,r>r~:~~ Q) 
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OPERATION NEVADA· 
I GETS GOOD RESULTS 

CHU LA I-The men arched their backs and let the fresh warm water of the field 
shower splash against their dirty bodies. Four days of sweat and sand and dirt fell from 
the tired frames of 2nd Bn., Seventh Regiment Marines as they washed off the residue 
of Operation Nevada. . 

The battalion had covered more than 13,000 linear meters of Viet Cong territvry, 
lo!tded more than 12 tons of rice the enemy would possibly eat and completed their sixth 
I.w:jor 'o!Jeration !lgamst ~e Viet Cong since they landed here from Qui Nhon in Novem-

- -,..--- .<~-~-....-----. - ber. 1965. e'v - ~a- The enemy had been lucky. UU There was little contact. A few 
(Continued From Page 1) 

the same. When the Marines 
stopped, talk of previous battles 
passed from author to author. 
The past loomed up like a sober 
reminder of readiness. New men 
in the battalion sat quietly but 
attentive, listening to the stories. 
When the units moved out on line 
again, the new men held thcir 
rifles a bit tighter, watched the 
terrain more carefully,. became 
more alert. 

Time and distance on Opera­
tion Nevada was measured by 
sweat. Corpmen walked within' 
their areas of responsibility pas. 
sing out salt tablets to keep the 
men from heat exhaustion. A few 
Marines fell victim to the heat 
~s they trudged through heavy 
sand carrying 60·pound packs 0lil 
their backs. . 

At dusk when the battalion set 
. fnto position, entrenching tools 
could be heard chewing at tM 
ground as Marines dug safely 
from enemy mOrtars. 

When the battalion moved out 
toward the landing zone on the 
last day, Marines who had been 
on 0 per a ti 0 n Harvest Moon 
tensed and watched the thorny 
hedgerows and bushes for an· 
other possible ambush like they 
had experienced at Ky Phu. 

"They're watching us," a per­
spiring Marine muttered as the 
battalion weaved along the vil­
lage paths toward the landing 
zone, "They're Watching us." 

When they were loaded into 
the choppers, veteran Marines 
scanned the terrain carefully and 
held their stock grips firmly. The 
tension didn't rclax until the last 
helicopter landed at the bat­
talion's Chu Lai base. 

I 
Then the men shuffled easily 

toward their areas and the pleas­
ure of a warm shower they ·had 
earued. .... ~ -- . ,_ . 
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probes on the last night, a few 
suspects captured along the way, 
including a Viet Cong-paid teach-: 
er, summarized the enemy forces 
encountered. But the battalion 
was ready for anything. , 

Their creed, "Ready For Any­
thing, Counting On Nothing" 
stuck in each man's mind. 
operation was not a thO 

arillc a een shot twice by 
~~~ier : If in a .helic0fi(er ap-
n Ch1riG the 1andIng zon!l. 

Experience, the hard, brutal, 
blood letting type that the bat· 
talion had known in Operation 
Utah and Harvest Moon, kept the 
Marines alert. Dispersion was 
emphasized and reemphasized 
:irom battalion commander to fire 
team leaders ana was automati­
cally contagiOUS to the troops who 
had felt the sting of enemy fire 
on Utah and Harvest Moon. 

Eyes flashed rapidly and pro­
fessionally when battalion ele. 
ments moved across open rice 
paddies, searching the paddy 
dikes for the unforgettable Viet 
Cong bunker slits - the same 
slits where the enemy had opened 
up with murderous .50 caliber 
machine gun fire during Opera­
tion Utah. On Utah the battalion 
met the' hard corps Viet Cong 
face-to-face in an Agamemnon 
which yielded more than 600 dead 
enemy. 

Operation Nevada was hot and 
humid. Operation Utah had been 

(Continued. on Back Page) .... "":~' ... 
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Flight Hours 
Troops/pax 
Tons Cargo 
:i3o.ttle Evacs 
11./C Hit 
A/e D011Tn 
.~JIA 

KIA 
VC K:J.l'l. (CONF) 
VC KI3A (PSSS) 
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.-
OPEfu~TION NEVADA STATISTICS 

12 - 17 J;'pril 
4,267 
1372 0 0 
6767 
274 
185 
7 
o 
9 
o 
9 
9 
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'NEVADA' 
RESULTS 
RELEASED 

CHU LAl - Operation Nevada 
was wrapped up by U . .s. Marine 
and Army of the Republic of Viet­
nam (ARVN) forces April 18 with 
a reported 38 Viet Cong killed and 
five captured. Marine and ARVN 
casualties were light for the I 

eight-day operation. I 
HeIilifted April 11, into an area 

east of Highway One,immediately I 
north of the Tra Khuc river at 
Quang Ngai, the 1st and 2nd Bn.'s 
of the Seventh Marine Regiment, 
and troops from the 2nd Division, 
Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
advanced against light opposition 
toward the Batangan peninsula, 
the sIte of a reported Viet Cong 
pOW camp. 

No prison camp was found but 
the Marine and ARVN troops 
combed,caves' and bunkers, un; 

I covering large quantities of rice, 
Viet 'Cong documents and weap· 

'ons. Eighty Viet Cong suspects 
and 14 small arms were taken 

Jduring the operation. In addition, 
100 refugees were escorted from 
the battle area to be relocated 
by the government of the Repub­
lic of Vietnam. 

The infantry battalions were 
supported by artillery from the 
3rd Battalion, 11th Marines, and 
aircraft and helicopter support 
was provided by the 1st Marine 
Aircraft Wing. On April 12, air­
craft from the Marine Air Group 
(MAG)-12 accounted for 40 Viet 
Cong possibly killed, when they 
were caught in the open by both 
air and artillery. 

Heading the command group 
for the operation was Col. Eugene 
Haffey, commanding officer, Sev­
enth Marine Regiment. 

Although the Batangan Penin­
sula had been the scene of sev­
eral' operations, the most recent 
being Operation Piranha, Col. 
Haffey stated, "This is the first 
time we have had the time to 
really clean out the area. In 
many respects this has been a 
goOd operation." 

• 
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OPERA.TION HOT SPRINGS STATISTICS 

Dates - 21 - 22 April 

Sorties - 708 

:?light Hours - 548,,6 

Troops/pax - 4135 

Tons Cargo ~ 36.4 

Battle Evacs - 46 

Ale Hit - 4 

Alc D01tVn - 0 

UIA - 1 

KIA - 0 

VC KBA (CONF) - 12 

VC KBA (~OSS) - 0 
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HMM·36~ ~Copter Crew 
Makes Dari~ng Sea Rescue 

/ -

By: Sgt. S. R. Driver 
eHU LAI, Vi~tnam, April l8-Waves crashed over a 

Vietnamese fisherman hanging onto the mast and sail of 
his sunken boat. 

A Marine lance corporal was lowered by a helicopter' 
hoist to pull him to safety. 

LCpl. Robert M. Conner, was Hying aerial gunner on 
a Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron, (HMM) -363 air­

namese. 
craft sent to investigate reports 
9f an overturned fishing boat six 
miles northwest of here, and a 
mile offshore. 

Searching the South China Sea 
in the reported area, Capt. Robert 
C. Marshall, piloted his helo low 
over the water as gusts_ of wind 
up to 30 knots whipped the aircraft 
making maneuvering difficult. 

The fisherman reached out and 
grabbed the sling but refused to 
let -go -of the mast 

Conner called on the radio and 
told the pilot he would go in after 
the Vietnamese. 

The crew chief, SSgt. Francis 
C. Bonin, lowered the helo's hoist 
cable with a sling spotting the 
Vietnamese -fisherman hanging 
'I~to the mast and sail, all that 
was left of his boat. 

Bonin raised the hoist and 
Conner hooked it around himself 
then was lowered into the 14·foot 
high waves. 

The wind was still blowing the 
helD around and Marshall had to 
pull Conner through the water to 
get him near the fisherman. 

Pulling the sling through the 
water, Capt. Marshall maneuvered 
'he aircraft to the stranded Viet· 

Reaching out and grabbing the. 
fisherman, Conner tried to get 

(Continued on Back Page) 1 

~ea I(es(ue-
(Continued From Page 1) 

him to release the mast and sail. 
The Vietnamese refused. 
Battered against the heavy 

wooden mast and dunked under 
the crashing waves, Conner man­
aged to wrap himself around the 

-Vietnamese while the pilot backed 
the helo up, sliding the fisher­
man's grip off the slick mast. 

The crew chief ran the 'hoist 
lifting the two up to the helo. 

As they helped the Vietnamese 
into the aircraft he accidentally 
bumped into Conner, causing ~im 
to lose his grip and fall back mto 
the water from 30 feet. 

'\ With his life preserver on he 
. bobbed up and down in the waves. 

I Marshall again put the hoist 
through the water until Conner 

. could hook onto the sling and be 
lifted to safety. 

A quick trip to "B" Med and 
a check up found the fisherman 
and Marine_okay . 

• .. :!I-<,-
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1364 Pilot O'rops In 
For IHot Zonel Evac 

CHU LAI-Literally dropping the last 40 feet into a landing zone, 
a Marine helicopter pilot braved Viet Cong fire to evacuate wounded 
Army of tbe Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) soldiers. 

Assigned med-evae standby for Marine Medium Helicopter Squad­
ron (HMM)-364, IstLt. Robert A. Patneau, and his crew, manned 
one aircraft of a two-plane flight after receiving a call that ARVN 
soldiers were under heavy small arms fire and several were wounded 
15 miles southwest of here. 

"Could HMM-364 assist?" 
Affirmative. 
Arriving at the zone IstLt. 

Patneau landed and began load­
ing the wounded ARVN. 

IstLt. Robert W. Kirby, his 
wingman, began approaching the 
zone and came under heavy small 
arms fire. 

Flying in orbit out of range of 
the VC small arms fire, Kirby 

1 waited until Patneau had cleared 
the zone, then flew through the 
VC fire, landed. loaded up and 

: took o!f~=~~uang Ngai hospital: 

r 

The mission had called for only 
one trip, but the pilots, seeing 
more wounded in the zone, knew 
they had to go back. 

Rather than return to the LZ 
empty, they loaded their 'copters 
with artillery and rifle ammuni­
tion for the troops in the zone. :' 

Beginning his descent towards, 
the zone Patneau spiraled his 
helicopter down towards thor 
ground some distance away from 
the zone, then made a tree hop­
ping approach at full speed. 

The -Viet Cong began laying 
down a blanket of fire over the 
zo,ne from the north, east and 
west. 

A gusty tail wind caught the 
aircraft and began floating it 
until it looked as though they 
would over·shoot the zone. 

Clutching the controls tightly, 
Lt. Patneau spun the aircraft 
around in the opposite direction 
and made a controlled drop into 
the LZ. 

The ammo was unloaded and 
med·evaes put on board and the~ 
again returned to Quang Ngai 
hospital, then back to Ky Ha 
their home base. 

~, -
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LoadmastersOvercome Barrier 
In Lift. of Vital Cargo by 1261 

CHU LAI-More than 80,000 pounds of rice and ammunition line the runway at 
Quang Ngai Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) outposts, as eight helicopters from Marine 
Medium Helicopter Squadron (MM) -261 from Ky Ha landed to haul the vital cargo. 

With the helo's came four HMM-261 loadmasters, SSgt. Ralph S. Carrop, Sgt. 
Richard G. Howard, Cpl. Marcus L. Carter, and LCpl. Charles P. Munt. 

A These four were working with . . 
a Vietnamese interpreter respon. last helIcopter out. As darknes~ began to set !,ll 
sible for insuring that the stacks Through the heat .of the after· a~d the supplIcs were g?ne, the 
of supplies were loaded on the n?on they worked with ~he s~nd, weary loadmasters c II m b e·d 

C correct helicopters and sent to dirt and sweat t urn I n g mto aboard the HMM·261 helos for 
the right outpost. riv~lets ?fmud running down th.e last load of the. day. Thar 

Working quickly they directed their bodies. tnp back to Chu Lat. 
the helos in next to the stacks 
of supplies, loaded them up and 
the long afternoon's work had be· 
gun. 

LCpl. Munt accompanicd the 
first flight to the outpost of An 
Hoa. On the return flight he had 
to group 80 Vietnamese passeng· 
ers into small units to be flown 
out. 

There was 'no interpreter and, 
through hand and arm motions I 
he overcame the language bar· 
rier and organized the pass en· , 
gers into lines to await the next I' 

flight, then <;]jmbed .<lboard the. 
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Ou?Eyes' in The Air; 
The Chopper And Its Cre1w' 

eHU LAI-"Those Marines up there in the choppers are our 
'eyes'-as long as they're up there I feel a little safer." 

This is the way IstLt. Wayne M. Lingenfelter, commanding 
officer of "K" Co., Seventh Marine Regiment, feels about the role t 
Marine helicopters play in the Marine air ground team. 

Two platoons of "K" Co. were wading through rice paddies 
while the third platoon and the company command group moved 
down a small road to their right and Marine gunships flew 
overhead. 

It was the second day of Opera­
tion Virginia, and the company 
was pushing hard· toward an area 
known to be filled with Viet Congo 

Suddenly, one of the gunships 
opened fire on a small hill just 
ahead of the Marines. . .\ 

At the first burst of fire the 
entire hill seemed to erupt with 
automatic weapons nre directed 
both at the choppers and Marines 
on the ground. ' 

While the Marines in the gun­
ships continued to pour a wither­
ing fire at the hill, "K" Co. went 
into action on the ground. 

They too concentrated their 
fire·power on the hill, as another 
platoon rushed the hill to finish 
off the enemy. 

When the skirmish ended it was 
estimated that 'a platoon·sized 
force of the enemy had been lay- : 
ing in ambush, waiting for the 
Marines on the ground. 

"We pro b a b I y . would have 
walked right .into the enemy's 

. trap if the choppers hadn't been 
up there," Lingenfelter said. 

"I'm glad they're up there look­
ing out for us, and I'm really 
glad they're on our side," he 
added. ~~ I 
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