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1. 0I'ganizo.tiona1 Datu. - Period 1 to 31 f'lay 1966. 
a. Commanding Officer and stClff of jSAG-36: 

co 

XO 

ADJ 

S-l 

8-2 

Chaplnin 

Flt Surgeon 

HTO 

arm 

LEGAL 

Civil Afft\irs 

l-"vn Safety 

HATOPS 

Socurity 

JOHrfSON, Hilham G~ 

PORTER, i'1orvin B. 

AHBROSE, RaJ::1ond I-I. 

BRi~Y, Richard P. 

ZI'I'i'TIK~ Ro bort J. 

ALD:JORTH, J. 

Em'IAHD, Nnrv-ih 

SCHl:"dTK, Thomas. 

IIOFFl':~T, Forrest L. 

P,tJ.RKEl1~ George n. 

PliRKBl1, Georgo R. 

CEl~"IISTL~, ct. 0 .• 

l'LDISSNER, or r.l.. i/,j,. 

nE:;DKS~ Cltm:mc e I. 

BON"NEYj 

lJax A. 

~ /. 
ll.. ·.Ll:. 

KUC1, Richard ; •• 

TOIGiZY, Phillip H. 
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COL 

LTCOL 

2~IDLT 

CAPT 

LTCOL 

1TC01 

LCDH 

LT(USN) 

2HDLT 

2 ImLT 

C.i .. PT 

HAJOR 

I'i.AJOR 

CAPl' 1-16 I'Iny 

CAPT 20-31 IIny 
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b. Commanders und Stclff of o.ttoehed units: 

co 

HlI.nrr 0 Clli:USTIE, C. O. 

HABS-36 

co TvJEED, HcDona1d D. 

BUGKHElt, Gordon H. II 

XO BUCIGJZiL, Gor~on H. II 

LDEmm, Bruco D. 

OPS COLLINS, lij.chac1 E. 

co COSTELLO, K. lI. 

xo GUIS, Robort p. 

OPS PATE, Gerald S. 

co TifJEED, Hc]onQ1cl D. 

XO DUPHINEY, RnndaJJl W. 

OPS CHf-J''lBIJ.1S, Dwight L. 

11£.111-362 

co GL1UO'fTO, l~lfred F. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

LTCOL 1 - 9 Hay 

l'ifwOR 10-31 Hay 

HAJOn 1 - 9 Nay 

C;"PT 10-12 Hay 

CAPT 13-31 JIlay 

1-26 Hay 

LTCOL 

NAJOIl 

Nll.JOR 

LTCOL 

CAPT 

mCOL 
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SEGnEr 

XO 

OPS SIiITH, "vi. 11. 

SCAGLIONE, Peter C. 

HI1H-363 

co He GOUGH, J. D. 

xO VOBORA, G.. J. 

OPS 

v110-6 

co PJESSON, i1oborl :':1.. 

xo GOODSELL, lV"illiam J. 

uPS PURCELL, Robert D. 

2. Task Organization and Unit Location: 

Unit Designation Location 

H&X1S.;.36 KY HA 

e· Ml\.B5-36 KY IilI. 

m,m-261 KY IU.. 
(CONUS) 

HNH-361 KY H[~ 

HN},I-362 ICY Hi~ 

HHH-363 lIT m~ 

VMO-6 KY Hl~ 
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N..'WOR 

HMOR 1 - 23 Hay .. 
Mt~OR 24. 31 ~Iay 

LTCOL 

11t\JOR 

W~JOR 

HAJOR 

HMOil 

Date 

1 - 31 r:1ay 66 

1 .. 31 Hay 66 

1 .. 26 r1ay.66 
26-31 Nay 66 

26-31 Hay 66 

1 .. 31 Hay 66 

1 - 31 Nay 66 

1 - 31 Mny 66 
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3. ~.v(;r::'.t:,c monthly strenGth: May 1966 

Unit Nnr. Off. Nar. 1301. N<'.vy Off. Navy Enl, 

H&I<fS-36 41 331 0 0 

Ht.BS .. )6 13 476 4 25 
ID11l1-361 44 138 1 2' 

m1r·i-]62 52 173 1 0 

HI"li'1-363 50 180 .1 0 

VEO-6 38 145 0 0 

Average monthly strength of HAG-36 w~s 245 officers and 1470 enlisted. 

4. The following VIPS visited tho H.AG-36 0.1'02 during tho month of l'iay 
1966: 

Date -
1 Nay 

13 Hay 

22 Nay 

27 tIny 

VIP 

illM ~ GEN. LfJ·l RVN CG 2nd ARVN DIV 

LT. GEN. IGl.'ULiJ\ GO, FMFPac 

Iil.J. GEN. FIELDS CG, 1ST 11ARDIV 
Gov. Hi1liarn SCRi~'NTON Gov. Pat 

GEIJ. ·:S;[~CH U.S. Forcos Koroa 
HAJ. GLiJ. SHELDON 
El..J. GEE. C}u~E ROKll 

],·1\J. en!:]), nOBEnTSHA1N CG, 1st I1A~l 
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PART II 

1. Narrative Summary: 

a. During the month of llIay r·Ul.G-36' s combat, operations in support 
of the 1st I1arine Division and the i~INN I Corps i'orces continued at 
their cust.X,k'lry pnce. The flu:x:i.':ili:ty .?nd verso.tility .)i' the helicp:)tcr 
in counter-guerrilla warfare was demonstrated repeatedly as the 
"choppers" of IU1.G-36 performed assault lanc1i.ngs, rocon insertions and 
retractions, (l,lGrgency battle Qvacs, resupplies, reconnaissance, and 
the'myriad of tasks so essential to the prosocution of the war~ 

(1) On the tW'onty sixth of Nay Hi'1rl-361 replaced ffil1·1-261 on 
the rolls of ~1ll.G .. 361S squadrons. 

(2) The responsiveness of ~U~G-36 to the demands of this typo 
warfare was shown in the action of 3 Nay 1966. 1,t lO~$H the Hed 
Evac stcmdby ii-Ie, a UH34D of Hi·ll'1-261 and an ,u'lned UHIE of V!!10.,.6, 
launched to perform an emergency battle eV2C for a squad of the 
2nd Bn, 5th Marines at HI' 395125. Despite intense small arms and 
automatic fire around the LZ the UH34J, flJ\rL by 1st Lt •. L. E. (1.0;. 
GEiu.'10, succeeded in picking up tho casualty Oi.~ his second landing in 
the zone. As 118 deported tho area tho c2sunlty uas .. munded a second 
time by ground fire. Tho UH34D recoived sixteen hits and the escorting 
UHlE two hits in the course of this mission. The engaged unit then 
requested the SPi.P";lOW HAWK, E.! flight of throu UI-I34D's of HN~1"!"362 
(carrying a reinforced squad) and escorted by an aTIll0d UHIE of Vl'10.6. 
This flight luunchcd at l153H. The rcinlorcec: squad was insertod 
under henvy fire luth threo armod UI-I1KI s scrL~mblcd by VHO-6 providing 
cover by fire. Two additional ffi'1M"362 UH3~.Df s launched shortly 
thereafter to assist the SP1~lIlOvJ HA-;'JK flight in lifting in roinforco .. 
ments fror.J. 2/5. 11AG-12 1.-4' s wore scram~:)locl 2.nel controlled on air 
strikes in the area by VMO-6 TAC(I.)'s in tho UI-IlE's. Six additiont1.1 
UH34D's then joined the lift and transportcd 150 l1o.rines of 2nd Bn, 
5th Narines from their CP at Hill 69 into the contested area at 
BT 386130. Five of the twelve UI-I3hD's involved received hits during 
the execution of this mission. 1 .. pair of ViIO-6 UHIEI s remained on 
station over tho area throughout the £!ftorncol1 controlling air strikes 
and artillery on tnrgots. Tho UI-IlE's 8ccountocl for fiftoen structures 
destroyed and five possible VC KBf. in tho course of this nction. 

(3) From tho eighth to the fourteenth of Hay !l'Jl.G-36 providod 
helicopter sup~,ort for the tbroe TJ .S. Ibrine Bn r s, t1vo RITN Bn IS nnd 
an AllVN strike company partici':::nting in Operntion 1l0NTGOHERY on the 
Chau Tu.:m peninsula five miles to the southoast of the Chu Lai Combat 
Hase. {See Annex 3) 
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.~ - -,]:Jttlf: 
(4) OiJeration Ymu. be2;an on the sixteenth onJu;;Jwhen MhG-36 

executed the niCht nssnult landinG of 367 troops of t~d Bn, 7th­
r-fo.rines. 11 C-1l7 i'lo.roshilJ provided illumination for the twenty six: 
UH-34D I s of I-IT<]H-362 Gnd HJVIH-363 who crtrriocl the troo~)s into 12 Hail 
(BS 561911), L2 Thunder (BS 554716) and L2 LightninG (BS 5539(7) from­
the 3/7 CP <:'.t 12 Robin. AlthouCh li~··;ht fire 112.S received from DS520927, 
BS 567907, BS 5849l3, ::me1 BS 593917, no il/C Hore hit nne"_ the fire w,,-s 
returned by tho four escortinc; UTIlE's of VHO-6. 

(5) J.t 0730'{ on the se7onteenth, tl;onty four UH34D's of I-]MM;" 362 
and HMr1-363 escorted 1.\)T four UHill' s of VEO-6, liftec~ 460 i.iNN troo~)s 
from quanG NSD.i l~.F. to o.n unsocure L2 (DS 670534). li. USl.F Birc1dog 
Tl1.C(A) controlled }1f"G-12 I,-if's in i.Jro~))in· the zone. Tho lift w<:'.s 
cOn!iJletod in tHO w2ves. 30vcm of the UH34D's l)Jere hit by smnll arms 
fire ."nel a UHlErocGivccl ~_: 50 C::-l. hit. Tho Vl'l0-6 UHlE gave excellent 
sUi?purt nnel 'l'mre crecli.te'_~ uith 20 confirmed VC IUA by the c.;round forces. 
The nm-, TAT 101 chin eun turret VJt2S i)ut to Cooc~ use elurine this nction. 
One UH34D nlso cl2imod <:'. 'ie KJL. in tho 1Z. One H}:i}I-363 4e was forced 
to land at BS 688603 with encine nalfunctions duo to battle d2mnse. 
By 0930H eic~ht UHJ4D1 s of IE·ITI-363 h<:'.d pickod U1) <:'. 40 man security 
force of tho 1st Bn, 7th Enrines ilncl GP.l~)I2.coc1 thorn nt the si to of the 
downed A/C. Sniper fire 1-1O,S received durin!;: the C'.))ro2.ch to tho 
downed UH34D. V110-6 nrr:led UHIE's Cnl)iJoc: the LZ throughout tho re~)Qir 
nctivities nnd neutralized tho sni;;er fire froD the northco'st of the 
LZ.:-Lcpairs were completed :mel tho A/e nnel security forCE; wore 
withdrawn by 1200H without furthor incillont. 

(6) At 1600H, twenty t1"O UH3~J' S :Jf HHM-362 and IDJiH-363 lifteel 
423 troops of the 3rcl Bn, 7th Hicrines, tvTO i.HVN intor;)rctors LInd a 
pair of sentry doC;s from em unsccure zone (DS 569916) to their OF at 
LZ Robin. Two UH-34D'S wero hit by sni)or fire elurinG this retraction 
resultinc in r:dnor wounds to G ~Jilot cmc'! throe crcwmembers. C)l. 
K. E. SHIEHSKI of I-Ii"lJ'!i-36:t' is credited 1nth shootinc ,";. VC sniper from 
n tree in the -,)ick U~) zone. THO VMO-6 UHlE t s j)roviclecl escort . 
throur'hout tho lift. 

(7) The next no.jur action for l:IhG-36 occurred on 20 Nay 
e.s Operciion ~·lOn.G1iN, 0. joint liJVN .;, USI1C nction commonce(~. The 
objective C'.rea Has located on tho north ,,_nc~ south bo.nks of the Son,:; 
TrD. Bong River oi,,:ht miles southwest of -Jhu IJo.i. The A-4' S of !ilt .. G-12 
;Jrepped tho four ZGnes utilizoc: in the ['.SS:lult, .,t 0900H tHenty 
UH34Dt SJ of HIi1H-363 o.nd ffi,1]\'l-261 boc;o.n 1ancling 349 troo~)s of 
the 2nd .il.l:VN DIV in LZ Pine (DS 491882) on the south side of the Son~ Tra 
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Bong. Four VI,10-6 mIlE I s capped the LZ throughout the landing which 
was completed without incident. At this same time sixteen UH34D's , 
of HMH-362 were engaged in lifting I Co, 3rd Bn, 7th Marines from 1Z Apple 
(DS5059hG) to 12 I'cc.ch (DS48989.7) nn,1.:msccurecl zone on tho north k:nk of' 
tbo river. Those ;~/Gj to:;ether with t'hc. trKnty i:/C of HHH"'363 i~nd HMM-261 
who ho.d, com")letecl tho .. ':..KITH ;Lif't,thcn liftcc. I~ Co I:mu H&s Co, 3/7 into 
LZ Plum CBS 511901) and Pear (BS501900) also on the north bank of the 
river. The eight U::1Et"s' of' .\·=~o-[Y1Jf1:) "r,)v:V,.::;(; cscort,throu:.:;hout~ t:1CSu J.i!tf;J 
had two VC ICBP .. confirmed, six VU possible KBA, and two structures 
destroyed. 

(8) On 21 lIo.y Jpcl''-:.tbn MORCh.N .... ms suP?ortcd by two UH34n l s 
of FITJl1'1-261 v-Tho transported 3 tons of cnrr;o, 25 troops and 22 ves 
throughout tho day. Two UH34D's also performed direct support for 
Operation NORGiJ'J throughout the 22nd. 

(9) Daring the morning of the 23rd six UH3J.rD l s of ID,1r-l"363 
lifted 24 tons of captured riCG from BS 500889 to Binh Son in support 
of 3rd Bn, 7th l1arines in support of Operation NORGAN. At 1500, . 
twenty UH34D' S of ill1r1-363 (lnd HNJ:1-26l commenced the retraction of 3/7 
from -BS 500889 to their CP at L2 Robin. Two VHO-6 UHlEr s and a section 
of MAG-12 A-4' s coverod the retraction. 1isht sniper fire ,ms en­
countered cluri~g tho fina1sklgo of tho lift. This concluded Oporatl,:):': 
11ORGAN. (See Annex D) 

(10) Operation CHEYENNE, a ono day, company sized operation 
, took place on 24 Nay. The operation conunenced Hith the prep of the LZ 

by artillery at 0650H under tho control of V1'10-6 UH-lEl s. At on5I-! 
sixteen UH34D's of ID1M-362 lifted 212 troops of tho 1st Bn, 5th lvJ:arinos 
into the zone in tl'lO waves "dthout incident. 

(a) Two VM0..6 armed UH1E's on a TAC(A) mission in 
support of CH±!,-n:NN.c controlled l'1AG-12A-4' s on air strikes in tho 
operating aroa. A total of 61 structures were destroyed, 17 large 
boats wore damaged and three secondary QX?losions obsorved as a 
result of the air att:'ck. Heavy but ineffectual smn1l arms fire was 
received by the A/C on this mission. The troops ifOre rotr~ctod by 
twenty four UH34D ' s of HMM .. 362 and HMM-363 at 160mI from BT 376229 
and Bt 3842.37 to their CP at Hill 54. VMo-6 UHlE's and VUi.G-12 
coverod this withdrawal which was completed uneventfully. (See Annex E) 

(11) On the 26th of May Operation 1-1obilc, a micep ,md cloar 
operation on the Van TouJlg PeninSula five miles south of Chu L31, 
beg,m with tho insertion of n 20 mnn recon tonm of tho 1st Recon Bn 
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at BS 675985 by four UH34D's of Hrlll1-362 at 1000H. This was followed by 
the lift of 145 troops of B Co, 1st Bn, 7th Harines from LZ Lion -
to Poppi~tiY,- ::n unsccnrGc: z·~UO ~t -;1S "(82995,_ -by 12 T5T Ot.\DI s of ~:.il~-3(i2. 
Upon completion of th':'s lift those A/c, with the four Ale from the recon 
insert, joined 16 DII3!·D; s of Hl"iJ'1··363 in transporting 600 troops of tho 
5th 1.ilVN Airborne Bn l..i~ 1Z (B,] 71;'1932) •. At ll30I-I the thirty two 

- DH34Dl s lifted an ackU:r,ionc(-~. 000 t,j:oops of the 5th luWN 11arine TIn 
to L2 Eagle (BS 70596'~ '1.. 'TiO Vr'lO-6 DElEt s remained on station through-
out the lifts to con-:j!'cI E[i,G"~'2 A-hI s if required. Four UHlEr s 
provided oscort and :L,=~ '_ ::-~-) d:lring tho landings. Two uinEr s remained 
in the oper<1ting 2,1"0,': ':vlic)(,_1-;tg the lifts to support the ground troops. 
Several VC were ::;bS01"'J,'d at 133 657957 by theso Ale and attacked. 
One VC wns seem to have ber);l lcillocL by rocket fire by Mnjor R. D. 
PURCELL who landod his UHIE boside tho boc1yo SS&,'t. G. L. lll1i'1STRONG, 
the gunner, th,;n retricv\3,: the; VC I S rifle, c,,-,rtridr;c belt and pa~)ers • 
.i~n additional VC KBA \{[I.S D.lso claimed by this flight. At 15l5H the 
two URIEls covering a sweep of Dong Le (4) (BS 660015) observed three 
VC fleeing from the ground forces at BT 669014 nnd/attacked. The 
ground forces confirmod one VC I(81 .. <1ud cai.)turod briO ve Hounded by 
tho UI-IlE' s. 1~ SPiu1110H HA\rJK flif~ht was also launched in conjunction 
with the S1.eep of _Dong Lo (4). Tho 18 lllCl! squ<::c1. Wo.s insorted D.t 
BS 667007 to act as n blocking force by three UH34D 1s of rm~-362 
escorted by the VMO-6 UlJlE's. Six UH.34DI s remained at the ICY HA 
LSA throughout the operation on standby for direct support of the 
units in the field~ 

(a) May 26th was marked by the departure of ID'lH-261 from 
MAG-36 upon CotI._letion of its scheduled tour. Ifr'IJ>1-36l replaced 
ffi'lH-261 as flJ.G-36 Is third UH34D squQdron at ICY Hi.. Six Ale remained 
in direct support of Operdion HOBILE conducting logistic and ac~m:in 
flights throughout tho Van Tuong Peninsula. (See Annex C) 

(12) The 28th of May was marked by tho emergency rotraction 
of <1 fourteen man recan te<lm of tho 1st llecon Bn i:rom BT 512047. 
The team had incurred a cnsua1ty from D. booby trap while clearing the 
LZ and felt they had been com)romised. During the extraction by 
four UH34D'S of HNM"363 fire wns roclllived from ET 312647 and suppressed 
by the rock;et and machine GUnfire of the escorting VNO-6 UHlE's. 

\ (aL At 1730H four UH3'4D's of HtJIj\1-362 escorted by two Vi\fO-6 
UHlEr sand two IvIf.G-12 ll._4' s retrnctGc~ a nine mnn reccn tco,n1 from 
BT 388036.. Following this nn insortion of 8. fourtoen mo.n tenm Has 
made nt BT 423055 and n twenty wan t~am wns <11so inserted at BS437936. 
This LZ q[l(:i, peen booby traLJ .Jed ,d th punji stukos <md three of the 1st 
Itecon En troops were evncuo.ted froQ the LZ immoc1into1y with foot wounds. 

" 

DECLASSIFIED 

Enclosure (2) 
SJ:Cl"Gl' 



DECLASSIFIED 

•• 
SECH..L'I' 

5750 i 
11 June 1966 

fl.n emergency i\1ed Evo.c/rctraction of this to~"'\m was requested nt 1915H~ 
The Ned Evoe i./c Here launched and V1IO-6 also quickly" lo.unched two 
IIslick 1f UHIE's to assist if required. Tho tvw slicks, flown by 
Ho.jor R. H. GREGOHY ,:mel Cnpt "It!. H. PErTIGlli~l ovo.cuntecl all eiGhteen 
personnel fron: the zone. The pick up was mo.de. under night IFR conditions 
with the o.ssistancc of the Hed mac escort UH1E flown bY' Co.pt K. D. Wll,Tlli{S 
\'Jho remained over the LZ with his liEShts on briGht to mark it for 
the t\VO slicks shuttling the recon troops to 1Z Quail and provide 
suppressi vo fire if no.:xlocl. 

(13) Tho I71.onth of I'by W:JS closod .nth Ol)eration CHEYENNE II 
n 1st Dn, 5th Harij10s o~)eration mrth of Chu 12.i. At 07)bH twenty 
UH34Dt s of HUIM-363 and m~I.36l, escortod by four UHIE's of VMO-6 liftc(~ 
116 tro:JPs of D Co, 1/5 to nn unsecure zono nt BT 285340. This v(ClS 

follovmd by tho lift of 122 troops of C Co, 1/5 to a LZ (BT 3083.54) 
by the same Ale. The LZ' s wore prepped by HfiG-11 Dond HhG-12 A/c. 
Ii. flight of l!IfI.G-12 L.-4' s were also controllec1 in n striko at 5 to 7 
VC observod Elt BT 335346 by the VI10-6 T I.e (11). Three ve KBi\.' swore 
confirmed for the 1.-,4's by the Til.C(A). 

(a) At 1705H tho retraction of B Co was begun by 
18 UHJ4D's of IDIH-363 and IDlI:1-361 from LZ (DT341203). This was follol-Toel 
by the withdrawal of C Co from 12 (BT 343304) to tho En CP at Hill 54. 
The retractions wore covGrod by two VI'1o.6 UHlE's and a soctLm of 
Hl1.G-12 A-41 s. Tho UHIE' s suppres~od light sniper firc at·.JT 321.308. 

(b) Two UH34D's of ID1M-363 opcrntecl in direct SUPi)ort 
of O,]er2.tion GBEYE1/NE II through tho clay. Those i~/G lifted a totnl 
of five US Wi .. ' s, one VCW:U., and.57 VCS. This concluded the signi­
ficant cor;1bDot operntions of HhG-36 for the r.1onth. 

b.. t1A.G-36 t s operations during t1ay wore markod for the r.1Ost.Jart 
by many operations of short duration in which one or two battalions 
were usod for sweepinG ;:mcl cluaring operations in connection with 
the local pacifice.tion program. 
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.;.'-. PIUl.T III 

1. Significant Events. 

a. CiJilP CONSTRUCTION 

(1) The ex~)arrsion, and imiJrovcmcnt of the KY HA Jdr Field 
and the 1'11..G-36 facilities continued throuGh the month of May. 
Eir:htoen new living quarters Hero completed !':\ncl the foundation 
and framework of a new'messh8.ll wns begun. Three larGe metal 
buildings to serve as maintenance facilities were erected between the 
north 2nd south mat areas. The permanont staff club, built by the 
Staff NCO's of the Group, was of 'icially ('POnOr1 by Col. William 
G. JOHNSON on 22 N8.Y who christened it, ap' ,ro-printely, with 2. bottle 
of 'beer. (See } .. nnox F) 

b. SEL,RCH AND RESCUE 

(1) On tho night of 12 J:.'Iay, two UH34D's of IOO~-362 on S,:"Il. 
duty at Chu Lai il.ir Field responded to a Hayday call by a HAG-l2 
A-h. Ca~Jt R. T. I1f:.NDALL successfully excutecl a night water ,Jick 
up by hoist of the ejected clilot at BT 550070. Tho Cresh crCVT and 
fire fighting cqui~)ment 1-TOre thon trD.nsportod to the site where the 
nbanc10ned I./c had crnshecl eDT 530060) by tho flight. 

b. C-1l7 OPEIU~TIONS 

(1) Tho H\:MS C-l17D i,)iloted by CnptD.in J. D. BOWLING, 
2ndLt. A. J. SOLTES and Naj. R. A. BONNEY, flow n lOGistics run 
to Phu Bai, Da NnnE and return to Chu Ld clurlnE the dny of 1 Hay. 

(2) Ground illumination was required on tho nic;ht of 1 11Ie.y, 
and the C-1l7D was launchod on mission 5-157. Tho aircraft with 
LtCol T. G. MOONEY and lstLt D. ? GOOD 2S ~)ilots an(~ a flD.ro crow 
of Si:;t W. M. 'BAKEL1, Sgt. K. F. IG1AUT, Ci)l. D. i .. A~lliOLD, S:;t E. J. 
Sj~NFO.iW, lstLt E. J. r1LJ~CO, 2ncl1ts G. i1. ?i~l1KER J r. ,~n:: U. i~. i~';J:lllGSE 

and Sgt D. L. KISER, remainGc~ on stntion for 3.5 hours lJrovidinr:; 
illumination for erouncl units. 

1 Enelo sure (,'3) 
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Annex A to Command Chronology Hay 1966 

1. NAG-36 Combat Statistics for Hay 1966 

a. Sorties 15,940 

b. 'FliGht hours 5079.3 

c. Ca:rgo Tons 440.9 

d. Troops/Passencers 39,010 

e. I1ed-Evacs 554 

f. KBA'S: Confirmed 37 
Possible 34 

g. Structures: Destroyed 105 
Damaged 37 

ho Sampans: Destroyed 12 
Damaged 10 
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Marine Aircraft Group 36 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing FMFPac 

FPO San Francisco 96602 

~~ ~t;r~~ 
~l,:::] .<:~~ ~a 

". i;~~~~,'~~ i 
From: Commanding Officer 

CopY~2-of ,&copies 
30:R1'JK':ddb 
3000 
Ser: 0030A14966 
29 May 1966 

To: Commanding General, First Marine Aircraft Wing . 

0ubj: Combat After Action Report for Operation MONTGOMERY (u) 

Encl: jerI) Chronologioal Summary 
~2) Statistical Summar.y 
)(3) Operational Comments 

1. The Combat After Action Report for Operation MONTGOMERY, conducted 
during the period 9 May to 14 May 1966 is hereby submitted. The 
report covers the activities of all a,ssigned squadrons, as well as 
those augmentation aircraft from MAG-16, and Army UH .. IB platoons 
assigned from the 119th and 129th A~ Aviation Companies. Colonel 
William G. Johnson USMC was designated as Tactical Air Commander for 
tlle operation. 

Copy to: 
CG, First MarDiv FMFPil.C (1) 
CO, MAG-16 (1) 
CO, 7th Marines (1) 
on, -MAG-26 (j) 
CO, MillG-30 ~l.) 
ClvIDT, MCS, Quantico 2~) 

"File ) 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS 
DECLASSIFIED' AFTER 12 YEARS 
OOD DIR 5200.10 
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Operation MONTGOMERY, initially scheduled to commence on 8 Ma.y 
was postponed for 24 hours due to poor weather lvhich would limit air 
support activity. 

9 May 1966 
The air portion of Operation MONTGOMERY began at L-120 with 

one hour'of air strikes in the objective area. At L-60 LZ prep' was 
conducted by artillery and at L-30 LZ prep was conducted by fixed 
wing aircraft. At 090830H twenty four UH-34D'g fromHMM-362 and 
HMM-363 augmented by eight CH-46AI S of HMM-164 and escorted by four 
armed UH-lE' $ of VMo-6 commenced lift of 670 troops of 1/7 from 
Ky Ha into an unsecure LZ at DS 429 749. 1[.:Hour was 090900H. LZ 
prep was provided by MAG-ll F,-4' sand MAG-12 , A-4 t s controlled by 
USAF FAG. Small arms fire wais encountered in the vicinity of the 
LZ. One UH-34D was hit, but bontinued in the lift. VMO-6 ai~raft 
returned fire on VC at BS 420 793 and claimed 3 VC KDA. Three 
structures were destroyed at DS 437 751. Simultaneously with the 
above lift twelve UH-34D's of HMM-26l augmented by eight UH-34D's 
of HMM-161 , and escorted by four armed UH-IE' s of 119th Army Aviation 
Company, lifted gQQ-troops of the 1st and 5th RVN Marine Battalions 
from Quang Ngai Airfield into an unsecure zone at DS 445 740. Land­
ing zone prep was provided by MAG-12 A-4'a and MAG-ll F-4 aircraft 
controlled by U~~ FAC. One aircraft was· hit but continued in the 
lift. At 091030H eight UH-34D's of HMM-362 escorted by armed UH-IE's 
of VMO-6 inserted ~recon troops of 1st Recon Battalion at BS 
412774, DS 444792, ,and BS 437223 without inci~ent. At 09l0&OH 
thirty two UH-34D' 5 of HMM-261, HMM-363, and ill1M-161 escorted by 
armed UH-1E's of VMO-6 and UH-IB's 6f 119thA:rmy Aviation Company 
lifted ~troops of 2/7 from Quang Ngai Airfiel~ into an unsecure 
zone at 13S 413 757. Landing Zone prep was prpvided by A-4 and 
F-4 aircraft controlled by USAF FAC.. On completion of LZ prep two 
UH-lEts of VMO-6 dispensed three E-159 cannisters of CS/ON at 
BS 425 760, 13S 428 768, and along ridge line in vicinity of DS 415-
769. A1l pilots, crewmembersand troops landed .dth gas masks. 
VMO-6 aircraft ret~rncd fire on'VC at BS 42079J, 135 432793 and BS 
461800. No claims. At 091245H twenty UH-34D i s of HMM-363, HMM-261, 
and HMM-362 escorted by armed UH-lEls; of VjI·10-6 and UH-lll's of 119th 
Army Aviation Company lifted 280 troops of an ARVN Strike Company 
from 13S 545735 into ,an unsecure-zone at 13S 495717 without incident. 
At 091435H thirty one UH-34D's of HMM-362, HMM-261; and HMM-363 and 
two CH-46A r s of HMM-164 19.flCorted by armed UH-lE's of Vl-1O-6 and 
UH-lB I s of the 119th Army lwi~tio~ Company lifted 800 troops of 1/5 
fromKy Ha to an unsecure zone'at BS 524840. The LZ was preped by 
A-4 andF-4 aircraft controlled by a USAF FAC. Two aircraft were 
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hit in vicinity of zone but continued in the lift. One VC KBA by 
VMO-6 at BS 5.34885 was claimed. At 091510H four UH-34D's of HMM-363 
escorted by two UH-lE' B of 129th il.rmy Aviation Company lifted Zl­
recon troops of 1st Recon Battalion from 7th Marines CP to Bs~75812 ~ 
Throughout the day eight UH-34D's of HMM-261 provided direct support, 
resupply, and med evac of all Operation MONTGOl1ERY units. Commenc­
ing at 091930H tl1TO UH-lEl s 'of VMO .. 6 provided night observation of 
the Operation MONTGOMERY area under flares dropped by MAG-11 1s C-1l7D~ 
At 092000H two armed UH .. lE's of VMO-6 on night reconnaissance of the 
HONTGOMERY area received fire from.I3S 640806 and BS 500784 and ret'\lrl1'!> 
ed same. Twelve sampans were sunk by the UH-IE's while patroling the 
Son Tra Khuc'betweenBS 485765 and BS 517556. At2100 the relief flight 
of UH-lE1s detected enemy activity in the vicinity of BS 519765 and 
conducted a Search arid Destroy mission. 1~ neighboring outpost report.:. 
ed seeing-five people 'fleeing the area and one body on a rice paddy 
dike. " 

10 May .1966 ' , ' . 
At lO~600H six UH-J4D t s of HMM-J62 commenced resupply operations 

from the Quang Ngai Airfield Logistic Support Area (LSA), in'support 
of the units in the field. During the day these aircraft carried 28 
tons of cargo and 187 troops. At l00830Htwe1ve UH-3LtD's of HMM-261, 
escorted by two armedUH-lE's, lifted 173 troops of 2nd Bn. 7th Marines 
from LZ BS'430762 to an unsecured LZ at BS 425797. Two armed UH-lE's 
of VMO-6 act'ed as TAC(A) and curitrolled one night of MAG-ll aircraft 
in preping,~ the zone. One VC was sighted at DS 433769 and attacked 
with undetermined results. Six more VC were seen at BS 430778 and 
attacked possibly kil.ling two VC. Hostile fire was also returned at 
3S 433789. The two 4rmy UH-1B's 'escorting the lift reeeived fire at 
TIS 513793 which struck one aircraft in the tail rotor 'drive shaft. 
The aircraft returned fire and safely returned to Ky Ha. At lOl300H 
ten UH-34D' s' 'of HMM~261', escorted by two armed UH-1EI s of VMo-6 
lifted i40 troops a~d 3 tons of cargo of 1st TI~. 7th Marines from LZ 
BS 432748 toLZ BS 4$2713. At 101300H eight UH-34D t sof HMM-362 lifted 
155 ,troops of 2nd Bn. 7th Marines from Quang Ngai Airfield to landing 
zone BS 430762 without incident.. " 

11 May 1966 
, At 110830R' sixt'een UH-34D' s of HMM-362 departed Ky He anq lifted 

one company of Marines of 1/7 from BS 512 814 to BS !.i588 39. The" . 
helicopters. were escorted by -2 Army UH-lD' s. Small arms fire', was 
received from BS 511,882 With no hits or'fire returned. Sixteen' 
UH-34D's from HMM-363 , and HMM-362 departed Quang Ngai where they had 
been on ,condition III stand-by status lifting troops of BLT 1/7 
from CP at TIS 508750 to DS 48'7768. Fire was received from the area 
around the pick up zone with rio h2ts or fire returned. The flight ~·1aS 
escorted by two VHO-6'gunships. 'At 111800R threeUH-JLtDts from 
HMM~261 departed for DS 6617%6 where they picked up 18 recon Marines 
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and inserted them at BS 570851. Fire was received on the approach 
and climb out of the insere landing zone. Na UH-IE gunbirds were 
available for this insert and fixed wing cover was utilized. No 
return fire by the A-4t s from MAG-12 because the friendly recon in 
the drop area had dispersed into the bushes. MJ~G-36 maintained 
Fix UH-34D' s on log/lined evac support at Quang Ngai Airfield conti::l,~ 
llously. In the afternoon troop lift, two UR-IEts from VMO-6 woro-' 
diverted to BS 387786 where three VC were sighted and three more 
sighted at TIS 388802. These positions were taken under fire by 
OJa~ood 20-1 and 45-1 flights and Condole 050-1 flight with expended 
ordance right on target. VMO-6 with rockets and machine gun fire 
also claimed 1 VC KBA. 

P' May 1966 
At 120740H sixteen UH-34D's of HMM-362 escorted by two armed 

UH-IEt s of VMo-6 and MAG-12 A-4 aircraft lifted two companies of 1/7 
from TIS 488788 to DS 536796. Fire was received from BS 307806. No 
hits. Six UH-34D-'s remained at Quang Ngai throughout the day in 
direct support of units in t he field. 

13 May 1966 . 
Two UH-34D's operated as command/control aircraft from 130700H 

until dusk for Operation HONTGOHERY. During the day's mission fire 
was received from BS 554639 and automatic fire was recoived from 
TIS 418762 resulting in minor damage to aircraft. Four UH-34D's of 
HMM-363, escorted by VMo-6 UR-lE's and MAG-12 A-4's retracted 89 
troops of the 1st Recon Bn. from LZ's BS 447 828, BS 1.85 838, and 
TIS 469 854 to LZ Quail at l3104SH. One UH-340 received minor damage 
from enemy fire from BS 6075 area. Suppressive fire was applied 
by the departing UH-34D's. At 131340H thirty one UH~34D's of HMM-362, 
HMM-261, and HMM-363 transported 750 troops of the 1st Bn. 5th Marino[B 
from LZ BS 531852 to Ky Ha Airfield. VMo-6 UH-lEts and MAG-12 A-4t s 
provided C~P over the zone throughout the retraction. At 13l600H 
nine UH-340' 5 of HMH-)62 and HHM-363 escQrted by two VMO-6 UR-IE's 
lifted 175 troops and four tons of cargo of 1st Bn. 7th Marines from 
LZ BS 563796 to LZ BS 591~35. Automatic weapons fire was received 
from TIS 570815 and retur~od by ono aircraft. Sniper fire was 
encountered in t hoe vicinity of the pick up zone. No hits. At 1317Ll5H 
.. .': five UH-34D 1 s of HMl'l-363 with a VMo-6 UH-IE and !vIAG-12 A-4 
escort retracted 20 troops of the 1st Recon Bn. from DS 416905 to 
the, Chu Lai combat Base (LZ Quail). 

14 May 1966 
At 140950H thirty UH-340

'
s helicopters from HMM-261, HMM-362, 

and HMI'1-363 with escort by urI-IE gunships from Vl'10-6 launched from Ky 
Ha for BS 601864 where they lifted 798 U. S. Marines in the retrograde 
of TILT 2/7 back to DS 503038. No fire roceived or returned. VMO-6 
a150 provided convoy escort on two seperate convoys from Quang Ngai 
to 7th Marines CP. 
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STATISTICAL SUJvlMARY 

Flight Hours 

Sorties 

Troops/pax 

Cargo Tons 

Aircraft Hit 

Number Holes 

Aircraft Down/Recovered 

Casualties 
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1. ITEl'-1: Pre D-Day Reconnaissance.. Numerous reconnaissance fligllts 
were held over the proposed operating area and adjacent terrain prior 
to the execution of Operation MONTGOMERY at the request of vario".1s 
ground units. It is felt that the increase in air traffic by U~LE 
and UH-34D aircraft Over a prospective target unneccessarily corr~l~­
ocLses the projected operation. 

RECOMr-1ENDATION: That all reconnaissance flights over proposed targets 
be limited to those that are deemed absolutely neccessary by the senior 
unit commander. The use of USAF FAG aircraft for reconnaissance of an 
operation area is further recommended since these aircraft are normally 
seen throughout most areas during daily routine obso~ation flightso 

2. 'ITEr-I: RCA Operations. During this operation MAG-36 UH ... IE's util­
ized the E-159 CS/CN Riot Control Agent dispensing system in the prep­
aration of LZ Blue BS 412757 on 9 Hay 1966. The system worked well 
and appeared to cover the target satisfactorily. 

REcomffiNDATION: It is felt this capability wouJ.d be put to better 
advantage if it were employed in fortified areas and villages rather 
than in an open landing zone. Such use would provide for the most 
advantageous exploitation of the temporally disabling effects of the 
agent by ground units. It is felt that due to the present limited 
supplybf the agent fortified complexes be the primary target assigned 
to aircraft armed with the E-159 unit • 
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Annex C to Conunand Chronology Hay 1966 

( 

Troops cebe.rkin::; at 1Z 
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Annex D to Oommand Ohronology Nay 1966 

1. Operation 1·1organ (PHOTO) 

20 :~ay 1966 

D-l 
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Annex E to Command Chronology May 1966 

1. Operation Cheyenne I (PHOTO). 

25 Hay 1966 
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Tab A to Annex F to Cornmand Chronology Hay 1966 

10 KY HA Air }'acility - Hay 1966 (PHOTO). 
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Tab B to Annex F to Command Chronology Hay 1966 

1. KY HA Air Facility - May 1966 (PHOTO)o 
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Tab C to Annex F to Command Chronology May 1966 

1. New HAG-36 ~fess Hall - ICY HA, RVN (PHOTO). 
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