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C07FIDK,rrIAJ.., -.--
From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding General, J:i'ir~t l'Iarine Aircraft ltJing (Attn: .lOots G;.3) 

Subj: Commahd Chronology 

H.at: (Ii) l;tgO 5750~lC 

En,cl; J (1) FiAG-J6Ccmmarid Chrono1oe;y August 1968 
J ( 2) H&I1S - 3 6C ommand Chronology August 1968 
JO) iAB8-36 Command Chronology AUg1J.St 1968 
./(4) HMl.J:-165 Command Chronology August 1968 
J( 5) HHrii-363 Command Chrono1og~T August 1968 
J( 6) PJ:J1'(-364 Command Chronology k'.gU3 t 1968 

]
(7) I-F'lL-361 Cor,nand Chronology August 1968 
(8) JIi-fH-462 Command Chronology August 1968 

1. In accordance with the instruct.ions contained in reference (a), 
anc1osures(1) through (8) are stUmitted for the month of August 1968. 

Copy to: 
en, 1st l'JAW (Copy 1 through L!.) 
.CG, 1st IIJ.ATjJ (Copy 5 less enclostIT":;s (2) thrsmf,h (8» 
S-3 FEes'· (Copy 6) 
S&CFi1es (Copy 7 less el1c1osur8s (2) through (8» 

DO/pI G)~.ADE AT 3 YYJ1;!. rJTK:WALS 
DGCI..Ji3.n?HD AFTlL:1. 12 YEli.I1.3 
Dcr':"'r) 5200.10 
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PART I ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. Commanders and Staff of HAG-36 and 'attached squadrons. 

YlAG-36 

CO 1-31 August Col Bruce J. lIlATHESON 
XO 1-31 August LtCol Herbert J. BLAHA 
ADJ 1-31 August Capt Thomas R. PRESTON 
8-1 1-30 August Najor Joseph R. SAlES 
S-1 31 August Hajor Lawrence P. REIMAN 
S-2 1-31 August Capt Victor J. DEYlARIA 
S-3 1-22 AUGust LtCol GleIm R. HUNTER 
S-) 23-31 'lmgust LtCol Elvyn' E. HAGEDORN 
8-4 1-31 August Najor James R. PARSONS 
GSO 1-31 August Hajor "D" "c" !-tuCKEY 
SPL SER 0 1-31 August, Capt Wesley H. BIRT ' 
FISCAL 0 1-31 August Capt Sidney R. GHE 
CHAPLAIN 1- 3 August Lt(USN) William J. KLAPPS 
CHi.PL.AIN 4-31 August Lt(USN) Earl E. KEELE, 
DISB 9 1-31 August 1stLt James R. RACHAL 
FLT SUR 1-31 August Lt(USN) R.i chard F. ROMFH 
1lfTO 1-31 August 1stLt Billy B. LANE 
Will 0 1-31 J.ugust 1stLt Fred DJ~VIDSON 
ORD 0 1-31 August 1stLt Benjamin J. STRICKLEY 
1J.1O 1-.31 August YJajor Donald 1'.. lVES 
CCl-lH 0 1-31 1.ugust Capt Phillip R. MORRIS 
OIV LCT 0 1-31 August Capt Gordon W. SMITH 
LSO 1-31 l~ugust Maj0r James W. WL!mER 
Nl.TOPS 0 1-31 .bugust Capt Ro bert C. MOORE 
IEG1.L a 1-31 August Capt Thomas R. PRESTON 
SGT J:ilLJ 1-31 i.ugust SgtMaj James R. SKINNER 

H&MS-36 

CO 1-22 l:.ugust LtCol George L. Pli.TRICK 
CO 23-31 i.ugu,st LtCol Ralph THUESEN 
XO 1-31 l.ugust Capt Ro bert W. WIEGAND 

MJi.BS-.36 

CO 1-31 l.ugust LtCol William D. WATSON 
XO 1-31 l.ugust Major Filward J. CHESLA Jr. 
F}W 1-31 Lugust Major James L. lJJ'Il"GFORO 
Ole 1"Ii.TCU-68 1-31 J.ugust Capt William C. JOINER 

HMt1.-165 

CO 1-22 l.ugust LtCol Elvyn E. Hl.GEDORN 
CO 23-31 1.ugust LtCol George L. PLTRICK 
XO 1-31 i.ugust Major James E. PRATHER 
OPS 0 1-.31 l.ugust Vlajor Robert D. TAYLOR 
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Bl"fl":-363 

CO 1-22 ;~'lgLlst LtCo1 DulJayne "if] • HO,'FERT 
CO 23-31 i,ugust ilajor J8.mes L. HAPJtISm,j 
xo 1-22 August ii.iajor James L. PJillRISOH 
XO 23-31 1.u~,ust j/Je>.jcr Timothy J. CRmTJj~T 
OPS 0 1-31 li·'·;znst Najor Thomo.s J. Fl.LESI\IG~ 

HHtJl-364 

co 1-31 i\11.[ust Ltc 01 Joseph R. DOB:GB.ATZ 
XG 1- 3 li.ugust t('::,jor Harold B. ROTH 
XO 4-31 August :;·Jajor Kermeth p. PiJ.HER. 
OPS 0 1-31 l~llgLlst ! .. :Tajor David L. ELMf 

H}JIT,-367 

CO 1-22 J,u!'1jst LtCol Robert KDIG Jr. 
CO 23-31 l'llg·ust LtC 01 Richard L. HOBT\T30N 
XO 1- 5 Lllgust Najor /.rthur fl .•. DITTi,'.u~mR 
XO 6-31 fir. gust l'!fajor Hans t. Zi.:iDER ... 
02S 0 1-31 :1.llgust ·v· • 

. 1 • .t2Jor Fred L. GiITZ 

HNH~62 

CO 22'::"31 AU(1UBt Ltqal Ronald E. NELSQI'J 
XO 22-31 August J:iiajor Chester L. WHIPPLE 
O?S 0 22-31 August lvlajor Billy J. KAHLER 

2. Task or~:;anizgtion and unit loca.tion. 

l:~;::~U-J 6 
}L~,·~'·[S-36 
>:U,h.3-36 
iU:..TCU-68 
IT. ~';-165 
· .. 'i-363 

l·~:!~·L i - 3 6h 
J-Ii'lL-3 67 
:lllC-l··h62 

10CLTlon 

?hu Bai 
Phu Bai 
Phu Bai 
?lm Bai 
Phu Dai 
Phu Bai 
Phu Bai 
Phu Eni 
l:lflv. Bo.i 

3. kV':Jrn:-e Ii;.onth1y Strength. 

;~~·i\:iS-36 
;1.:33-36 
f·fL'rCU-68 
~-Ei· -165 

f··iJ.d OFF 

55 
15 
10 
48 

475 
493 

75 
157 

DlSE 

1-31 j,ugust 
1-31 Imr:-;ust 
1-31 August 
1-31 August 
1-31 l':.ue,ust 
1-31 August 
1-31 Augu.st 
1-31 I.u.g:ust 

22-31 Aug:ust 

2 
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J.ZUIT Mlill.. OFF YJAR, Ell'lL NAV OFF @.V ENL 

BJYJM .. 363 50 183 1 2 
l!l·fivi-364 44 159 1 1 
HNL-367 49 155 1 0 
HlJ11-462 35 147 0 0 
NAG-36 
TOTALS 306 1844 7 27 

4. IHPORTJlJJT VISITORS TO NAG-36 

a. General Leonard F. CHAPH1J'iJ, Commandant of the Marine Corps, 
Lieutencmt General Robert E. CUSm1J,N Jr., CG, III N'.b.F, Ylajor General 
Charles J. QUILTER, CG, First NA~T, and other oombers of the Commandantrs 
perty visited HAG-36 on 6 August 1968. 

b~ Major General Charles J. QUILTER, CG, First H:~W; and Najar General 
Paul J. FONTLNl~, Deputy CG, FMFPac, visited HLQ..36 the morning of 22 .August 
1968. Iv:ajdr General QUlLTEH returned irt the aft.ernoon and was present for 
the changes of command of H&Ns';' 36 ~ ID-rr.... ,367, HMM-36 J end HNH-165. During 
the ceremony he presented awards to }u.G-J6 personnel. 

q T1'10 foliovdng officers of the First Meerine Idrcraft l,ling visited 
MliG-36 while on orientation tours. Informe.l briefings were presented by 
principcLl Group Staff Officers. 

Colonel Virgil D. OLSON 
Colond Richard S. RASH 
Colonal Cal E. SCHl'1IDT 
Colonol StnnlBy H. CLRPENTER 

Pl.RT II N1~RRlI.TIVE Sm:lNil.RY 

1 • During the reporting period MtG-36 provided support to: 

a. III lID 

b. I Corps Republic of Viotn~a Forces 

c. U. S. l.n1Y 

2. Eissions flo"m by W.G-36 included strikes, medical evacuations, 
roconnd.sseJlce insertions and oxtre,ctions, troop and logistic f:1ovements, 
S8L,rch and rescuo, aorial reconnaissance, aircrcl't escort, adr.unistr2,t1ve, 
cou:dor, and VIP flights. 

3. r-u.G-36 supportod the :following opere.tions: 

HOUSTON 
SCOTLUm II 
LLNC1.ST.:cR II 
KBNTUCKY 

DODGE V LLLE':[ 
DRJ.OON P J.IJ..CE III 
}'iIJvIl..Lmm T:mUST 
I.LLEN BROOK 

J 

DECLASSIFIED 

BUFFLLO 
NLPOLEON/Sl.LINE 
NEVl.Dl. EI.GLE 

~CLOSURE (1) 
CONFIDENTI1.L 



DECLASSIFIED 

ee 
.'.,'JDENTIAL 

OPJ£liLTIONLL HIGHLIGHTS 

a. L:n average of 16 aircraft per day were used to augmont fltU.G..39 and 
lvl1.G-16. 

b. til'.G-36 maintained an airborne mortar watoh over the Phu Bai vital 
area during the hours of darkness. 

c. ill1H-462 joined l:li.G-36 this month, and is tho first heavy helicopter 
squadron in tho Group. 

d. The liiLG-36 area C8Jne undor rocket attack on 23 J~ugust resulting in 
minor damago to eloven (11) aircraft and three (3) minor oasua1ties. 

PLRT III SIGNIFIC.Jj~T EVENTS 

1. AIR OPERLTIONS 

a. ~11..G-36 accomplished the fciiowing during the month of AUgust: 

(1) Flight Hours 5708.1 

(2) Sorties 15,865 

(3) Passengers Carriod 17,1$4 

(4) Tons of Cargo Carried 1089.5 

(5) Bedied Evacuees Carried 1241 

b. lilajor aircrd't losses were: 

NUNBER TYPE i.IRC~ 

Direct Enemy i.ction 

Operational 

2. INTELLIGE.lifCE 

2 

2 

UH-34 

UH-1E 

e. Continuod three weekly briefs for the Commanding Officer and his 
staff. D8ily briefs held for Squadron 8-2 I s. 

b. On tho Dvening of 23 J.ugust tho Phu Bai Combat Base reca.ived 9 
rounds of 122 run rocket fire. Three of these rounds impected in the MLG-36 
e.ren rosul ting in minor damages and three casual ties. Sus~ cted 18.unching 
D.ro!:., "las to tho southwest. i,n i-.rmy operation was initil'·ted as a result of 
tho D.ttrck and it uncover8d sovoral caches of various arms and munitions • 

... .. ' 
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0" .Enomy acti vi ty in.rot,sed along Route #1 to the south of Phu Bai 
;'i tIl tho pri.J.nary urena of enemy attention being the Troui River bridge and 
tilO Hei VEm Pass. Indications of enemy initiation of the reported III 
Offensive were apparent in this e,rea. i.Uacks were centered on ourlins::is ot 
COLJr:lunication wi tIl Denang 2nd CL.C units •. 

d. Ln oriento.tion briefing was held for HNH"'462. 

e. Fire incidents to hours flown 
Hi t incident.s to hour.s flown 
Hits to total hit incidonts 
Hit incidents to fire incidents 

f. Intense i.ctivity Grid Squares 

AT 9094 i.. 4 incidents, 1 hit 
il.T 8952 ~ 3 incidents~ 2 hits 
!.T 8951 .. 3 inci'donts, 2 hits 
XD 9154 - 4 incidents, 2 hits 

g. Total fire incidents - 182 
i.ircrc,ft hit - 25 
Holos - 56 
Crew KIl.. - None 
Crow vJI1~ - 6 
Forcod to lund - 4 
Rocovered - 3 
Dostroyed 1 
Killod by Air (Confirmed) - None 

3. LOGISTICS 

- 1 x 31 hours 
- 1 x 228.3 hours 
- 2.24 hits peracft 

1 x 7.28 (14%) 

YD 1172 ~ 5 incidents; 2 hits 
YD 0264 - 3 incidents, 1 hit 
ZC 0096 - 4 incidents, 1 hit 
ye 9899 - 5 incidents, 1 hit 

2.. 11.viation fuel presented no probloms this month. The peele day for. 
fuel VQS 14 August 1968, when 37,178 gallons of 115/145 and 14,930 gallons 
of JP-4 Horo issuod for a total of 52,108 gallons. Fuel issued during the 
nonth 'vle.s 116,431 gnllons of 115/145 £.U1d 382,901 gallons of JP-4for a 
total of 499,332 gallons. 

b. Tho rocket atkck of 23 lmgust 1968 d~.mag0d eleven (11) vircraft, 
all of ,,,11ich hD.vo boon repaired. Limi tod drunage to the parking apron has 
elsa boon repc.ired. 

c. Nino (9) 150-200 levJ genorators have arrived from Wing and <:ere being 
ins t~,ll(J(l. 

·d. 'fL·:) following items ,,,ere procossed for l'opdr or trensferred'by the 
Ni .. G-36 r:lC'.intonc.nco s e etion: 

(1) 89 engines rocoived for procGssing/repnir. 

(2) 1 tro.nm:1ission recoivGd for processing/rope.ir. 
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(3) 13 rotor heads rocoived for procossing/repnir. 

(4) 68 tail rotor Essemblios for processing/repair. 

(5) 2 nircrnft tr[~nsforred. 

(6) ¢ aircraft rocoivod. 

(7) 4 aircraft received. for battle dru:1Clge repair. 

(8) 2 nircraft repo.irs completod. 

o. Baso Dovolopment. Tho mc:nth of l~ugust saw 1imi too. l1tlprovement , 
in the 1,JJ,.G-36 [',roe. due to tho loss of Soc~boe lnbor. l1etting of tho western 
perking 2.roG. has boen deleyed cmd the new completion d.ate is now 15 November 
1968. Erection of 1.rmco re'Votnents did not bogin and is now scheduled to 
st2.rt o2.rly in October'. The w2.ter distribution syst,em is approxinlntoly 
25% comploto. Completion is expoctod bY,10 Oatobel' )968., The Jet Engino 
Shop is complote. The box culvert is 85% compiotG end expe cted eompletion 
drto is 8 September 1968~ Construction of the Officer"s Club hes ceG.sod and 
is not expected to start again untii 1 OC80bor 1968. Drainage in the Tactical 
.i.ir Crow Quartors area romnins critical. Leek of Seebee heavy equipment and 
12.bor support nro the prini9 reasons. l.t present nt leo.st a JO day dole.y is 
expected before 'Work on this problem will resumo. 

4\ i.Di'-lnU,sTP..i.TION 

0." mili-462 reported aboard for duty with HJ.G-36 on 22 L.ugust. The 
squ1:cdron, COlJOOlldod by LtCol R. E. NELSON, consists of 10 CH-53 Sea Ste.llion 
aircraft, 30 N;:CV2.1 L.viators, , Lviation Ground Officers end 147 enlist0d men. 

b. Tho Hi.G-36 [eViator po:pulction VIlS on a steady doc1ine throughout 
1.uf;,"Ust bocrmse of nomal attrition. Tho sane tendency v<,.s prosent in the 
onli'stod ronks. 

c. Civic 1.ction conductod one NOG Cap at Phu Bni IV end ono at Thuy 
Phu 1tJi th 50 persons being tro[,ted. HML-367 sponsorod orphanage at 
Thuy Phu Villego was the recipient of 100 mon-days labor. 

d. Cesu2ltios for J.ugust wore as' follo'Ws: 

Hostile (GSJ'IIC) 
Non-Hostilo (USl'1O) 
Hostilo (USN) 
Non-Hostile (usN) 
hIL 
leU 
Serious Injuries 
KillGd Non-Hostile 
Totals 

Officers 
2 
2 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
4 

Enlisted 
7 

14 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
1 

2.3 
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CEJ.PL.AIN SERVICES 

a. The assigned Chaplains conducted Divine Services for personnel of the 
Protestant and CC',tholic faiths. Chaplain Earl E. KEELE, Lt, CHe, USNR 
roportc;d aboard on A. Ji.ugust 1968. Chaplain SULLIVAN, Lt, CHC,USNR of the 
1 st 11ed Bn. conductod n joint serVice at 1030, on 4 August 19M. Chl:'.plains 
HLRVEY and pi.Y£m of the 63rd Signal Corps, USA, conducted Divine Services 
on 18 j~ugust and 25 August respectively, dUe to Chaplaih KEELE's R&R in 
Hal-mii. 

b. The Chaplains, insofar as possible, interview. ee.ch nGW msn rGPorting 
aboccrd. The Oatholic Ch£'.plain writes a brief letter t6 tho next of kin of the 
new m:C:lD of the 02.tholic FGith~ The lottoi.', coy-ors safe ehival~ f['cVoI,'abie 
messihg ond living cOhdit~bns, chutc~ setvi¢es thd ere avnilublo and 
oncoure.gos tho noxt of kin to Wii te freqUehtly to the sorvicemcm. 

c, Tho Cgtholic Ghc,plain conducts Catholic services for sevoral C1J> 
units on a rogulEr bc.sis each week, as well as weekly Divine Services at 
Hi.G-39. 

Prokstc'nt 
Cetholic 

Protostrnt 
C~\tholic 

Bible Study 
Protest811t 

Numbor 
Sunday 

8 
8 

None 
8 

DIVINE SERVICES MJ.G-36 

of Servicos Attendance 
Week Day Sunday Week Day 

0 275 0 
28 469 340 

DIVINE SERVICES FOR OTHER UNITS 

30 163 384 

8 20 

INDOCTRINL.TION LECTURES 

Number 
5 

:NEMORILL SERVICES 
1 (J'oint Catholic-Protestant) 

Total 
Attendrulco 

275 
809 

547 

20 

Attondnnce 
128 

68 

Services 
8 

36 

None 
.38 

g 

Q.J In Etddi tion to thoir primnry duties, the Chaplains of ~1J.G-.36 contribu­
ted tim0 to mdntain contact .. d th their Vietnruneso . counterpr.rts. Also 
contributed lwro resourcos provided by their respective Chapel Funds as well 
8.8 those provided by individuals and orgrnizations in the U.S. ThesG a.re 
li-stod bolow. 
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(1) HVti-367 cerna to tho Chnpl~ins' office to inquiro about helping 

tho Viotx18TlloSO in somo way. They wer0 directed to the school and orphanage 
locrct0cl bohind the PhuLoung ville.go and this squadron is providing school 
2nd recrm'.tion needs. 

(2) Other i~ssistE'.nco: 

(a) Protestcnt - 11,800 piasters to the Tin L~h Church, Phu Loung. 

(b) Cr.tholic - 25 Ibs. clothing to l.msrimm Sisters of HUG. 

e. In rosponse to tho interost of the ProtestEllt congregation~ the 
Protostcmt Chtcplcin \,c.s invited to tho Tin Lo.nh Church for a foc.st on 28 
august 1968. Ce.Hs wore oxchangod by tho Protostaht Chaplain end the pastor 
of Tin knh Church_ 

6. SPECHL SERVICES 

ct. Tho Fast Pitch Softball soason ended 11 J.ugust with r-UJ3S-36 winning 
th0 che.l'npionship. Practices for the l'fi"G-36 1~1l Star Toam were conducted 
prior to tho to~nls leaving to participato in tho Wing Tournement commencing 
26 I.ugust. MLG-36 placod third in tho Wing standings. 

b. L totd of fifteen pn.rties 1..rere hold during tho month of' .b.ugust. 
The pond, softbCl.ll dicmond end Speciccl Servicos hut wero utilized for theso 
pc.rtios. 

c. Tho photo lab wns complote:d and is operational. full op~ration is 
pundinC thu ,ccrri vo.l of supplics. General kno .. ,ledgo of processing ble.ck and 
whito film will be tllught to 'interested personnol. This is an opportunity 
for those intorostec~ to develop their ovm film o.nd prints. 

d. In propc.rlltion for the monsoon season, all movies aro being moved 
indoors. Lt present the Enlisted Club, Sergee.nt's Club and the Staff Club 
nro sho1:!ing movies at 1730 evo-J avening. Navies will continuo to be shown 
Oltt-of-rln ors as long EtS good wer,.thor prevEdls. 

. 0. Tho KING'S CROSS REVIEW foc.turing tho LJ.S·\:'rc..i1ett~G, be.eked by ~c,he 
vffl.ll[~by Trio Combo ~ ontortainod I"il.G-36 personnel for two hour'S on Z9 August. 

f. Tho skJet r['~nge high house was destroyed by fire on 18 J .. ugust. 
Gl",sh Crc)1;! vms sur.mlonod to extinguish tho blazo. Dmnagcs [lnd lossos amounted 
to $988.00. Roconstruction of tho high house for tho slwot range skrted 
on 30 Lug-ust. 

g. On 8 1.ugu[:lt 1:'. pool tournolnont Wf'S started. This event ended 12 
imgust with LCpl LOi·IL.X .. linning first prizo and LOpl HORi.N coming in second. 

h. The Wing Band participatod in tho Chc:.nge of GOInmfnd ceremonios held 
22 .Lugust. It also hold ~ Moss Hall concert on the same date. 
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