
 

r. • " 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • HEAIl~U.\.R'rERS 
. PROVISIONAL IvIARH'E AIRGRAFT GROUP- 39 

1st l1arine Aircraft ~jing 
)'.PO San Frandsoo, California, 96602 

3~R'rR; gen 
5750 
Serg 031336811 
12 May 1968 

0-3) 

SUbj: COi1lIiland ChronDlogy ~or Mb.e Period of 16-,'!O .'Wril 1968;. ftl.bmissivl1 
of 

~e.fl (a) VJr;1J 51~ac 

Encl· ~ll Co;runand Chronology for Prov'd.~G-;2 ~ () n 
• 2 Co..illJand Chro1oloiSY for m'IH-163 (~ffi 

3 Co.lunand Chronology for ffi.:ft:i-262 
4 Co.llll1and Chronology for vliO-6 S~ 
5 Command Chronology for HATCU":66 Det liAr . f 

vi hJ ' r ., II HJH'f/~ 31, L 
1. In )rocord8!lce with instructLms tontained in ferenee (a), 
enclosllres.. {l) thro~ (~ a.:»e .submitted he~ew:ith • 

.. '1.'_:', '.!~.~ L ,/ . /f., 'f.~ 
, J /1 I _ " 1 j_ •.•• ..(.",..~ -. . ... ' .... "-, . T I",....-~·... _. " 

10._, I 1 • 

JaIN E. HANSEN 

, ') 

t/?~-6? ' 

DECLASSIFIED 



.: ....... ~. 

IDJootU\~~~~ u~1i» 

.f",,~'''''' .. .. ', 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
PRDVISION.LU, ii",UUIE lJRCR..1FT GROUP- 39 

Command 'Chronology 
16 April 1968 to 30 ::l,Pril 1968 

Part I - Organizational nata 

Part II - Narrative Summary 

Part III - Significant Events 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 3lRTR:gCn' 
5750 
Ser: 031336BA 
l~ }1a,'t 1968" 

~CLOSURE (1) 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
Part I Qr!~anizational Data 

a. Provisional Narine A.i~raft Group- 39 

(1) Colonel John E. HANSEN 16-30 April 

( 2) Captain <:harles Ii. FjLlS:.i!Li:llJJ 16-30 April 

0) Captain John A. Hll .. THAWAY 16-30 April 

( 4) Najor Arthur C. C~L.N:8 16-30 April 

( 5) I'iajqr Guy L. LlillKIN 16-30 April 

( 6) . Hajor '\j~lliarn A~ NcGLJ Jr. 16-30 April 

( 7) Lt. Frederick 1.-. ARt.'f .6S(' N 16-30 April 

( 8) Lt. Drewry E. hO:IlUS 16-30 April 

~ 

68 

68 

68 

68 

68 

68 

68 

3; RTR~ gnn 
5750 
Ser: 0313368.A. 
12 11ay 1966 

C ommandill,g f}ff i.o e...:" 

9-11 4djutant 

S-2 

S-3 

8-4 

AvnSafO 

Chaplain 

Fligh t Surgeon 

b. 2rovisional Headquarters. and Haintenance Squadron- 39 

(1) See page 1 of enclosure (1) to enclosure (1) 

c. Larine Hedium Helico}) ',.er Squadron-163 

(1) See page 1 of eno1osure (1) to enDlosure (2) 

d. i'larine i·redium heliCOpter Squadron-262 

(1) See page 2 of enolosure (1) to enol.sure (3) 

(1) See page 1 (·f enoLsure (1) t", enc1usure (4, 

f. i·.i:,,;rine Air Cuntrol Unit 66, Det[¥)h::l",n-r • .Alpha 
4" ~i.P:~." .. , ~ •. .,. 

(1) See page 1 of enclc~mre (5) 
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o Sun FranoiscG, Calif.,rnia 9€602 
~::~~~~~se, Republic of Viet:Nam 16-:;0 KJ?ril 1968 

IEi'lS- 39 
:rE1L.-163 
ID1N ... 262 
Vl1io-6 
J:L~rcu-6' 
'l'O'.£i~.u, 

21 
47 
42 

35 
-1... 
148 

313 
149 
171 
159 
~ 

118 

a. l'lajor General N0llilan J • .A,;:ll.c.:.:..sV:, CCIllilla>ding General, 1st Narine 
~~i1'Or(1ft i:linb 

llii II _.N c1r:.!:£IJ~i v~ . .fu!i!!l1!..U 

ProvisiGnal Marine Aircr",ft GNU;Y- 39 fcnned.:n 16 April 1968 in 
i'unndl ceremc.nies at Q.uang 'l'ri ~lir Base, iWN.· Pro-wLiG-39 culnrs were 
)resented by liGen lknnan J •. ANDl:lbOl-r CG, lstHAv[ to Culonel John E. B:~Ji;SEN. 
For the ::?eri0d of 16-30 April , Prl.ivi"~_G- 39 units acccGr,Jlished 7,816 sorties, 
2,204.9 flight lL.urs, curried 10,295 passengers, 805.6 tons or" cargo and 
flm; 296 medevac i~lissL,ns cllrryinis 493 e..llergencies, '499 priori ties and 
349 rGutines. Significi.int hi{:;"i1li'Jlts are as fellows: 

a. 16 April - On misshn 54 Hil#lbuy 3-1 (UH- 34D) :mrH-163 liftet out 
five eruergency l1ledevacs while tddng '·il·rt~:r, autuiil,:tic \Veapons and small 
i}l.1llS fiJ.~e in the landing z..:.ne. Seaworthy 4-0 CUR-lE) ViIO-6 whs d8Illaged 
ly siildll 8.ms fire .and injuring the co-pilot as they Here prcviding sup­
;':lrGssive fire fDr Hil#lb.,y 3-1. 

b. 18 .April ..,. ..:\t 0035E h(~urs the i~uimg Tri Mrfie1d received several 
;.1ostil e J..'(!cket r-culLds which destroyed one tent, occuj)ied by ;':;&1'18- 39 
~·,orl)'~:i1ael .. '!'here Here no injuries or damaGe,to other equi;>ment. ·.{e1eorlie 
'r .~ur 1-1 (CII-46j~) es<' orted by SeGwc-rtl1y 4-1 (UIl-lE) ins erted COI'j?oral Pete 
J'GCon te,)JIl. L.S SGon as the recun tec\fll waS Gut of the aircraft they ccme 
under hed.vy firth Seawvrthy c~.ritr0l1ed a fliJ,ht Cof fixed wing. aircrdt 
(Luvebug 310) ~:m the surrounding area "md maje sUk)~)rf:ssive fire runs whi1~ 
':felc·.,me 'l'our extJi:2'.cted the recr.;n tflam. 

~~-U:f\~i3r 

3 ENCLO SUIE (l) 

: [ ;. 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

&_1. lii~L 

• 3;RTR;gun 

~75C 
Ser: 03133681\ 
12 Hay 1968 

Sea.worthy ~20 fli,$t c'inducted d yisu<tl 10\11 level reC(jn fer posEli ble 
surviv0rs ::of a dO\m~d aircraft. P(si t.i 'Ie heaper sign<JIs ,.Iere heard in tl1e 
dreil of see.rch. Semicrthy llkde several lUw pass es over the c:;.rea and drew 
aut.;;}l".tio weapons fire from severilI )csi ti·:Jns en ea.ch i}uss. .:ll aircraft 
concern""d concurred that the sign-;u ,-les f -?lIse dnd the aircrsft departed the 
area. 

c. 21 April - SeawGrthy 4-20 and 4-21 pr.)vided sUJ?)ort fur a battali"n 
"i:;.;,ctic.a1 trvop lift fer Operaticn SodLmd II. Prior tc the landing, 4-20 
c )lltrll1ed 3 fli~ts d fixed wing fr.;r an area prep. Dur:'.ng the fL.'st part 
cf the landing 11101'tdr fire Was received in the landing z·ne and Seaworthy 
pr\wid.ed sU~:')l'es8ive fire ex}e.nding 5, 2.75 rock8ts and 8,000 rcund cf 7.62. 

d. 23 April - SeaworthyLl-l and Li-2 launched frcm Quang 1'ri at 1730 
f .. 1' Hll eiuergency extractil)l1 d Go reo:··n team at XD195473. Jaw Breaker recc;n 
-ce,:u 1]2S in heavy c,'jnkct with :'~\f,'.... Sed.,\K·rthy 4-1 and 2 delive:ced sup­
prco,,<ive fire aruund the area until the lW_~ broke c,mtact. \velc,.me 'i\)ur 1-1 
Hent:i.ntc' the zune f I)r the successful team ext re .. C t • 

e. 24 ~ri1 - Fjur C11atter Box (F.il:l·i-262) CH-46 f s and three Seaworthy 
TJI{.;..lE's (2 gunshij,ls and 1 Command and Control) launched fro!a Qp.ang Ifri to 
cc,nduc-G a 240 m2Ul tactical t:;'~OG'p lift. The landing ZGne WuS "rell pre~?ea. 
by ,:'.l'tiJJ.ery. 'l'11e (SUllShips prcvidecl dr cover while the CH-4G'lircrmt 
insel~ted the trGGPs at YD39259i with no resistance •. il'lle C&C TIH-l:$ received· 
heavy <'lU'CXIl'"tic weapvns fire frufJ1 Y:03655i3~~ which \J",8 quickly sUJpressed b;y 
the Gunships. ]3nttali0n 1/3 ho.d.c;:uefully planned and c'~ordinc1ted. t;18 
lift (;'.nd as a result of this planninG the lift vias excepti.:.nally well 
organized [Jn~ l>rccaeded very smoothly. 

f. 25 April - Seaworthy 'j-6 crashed at Grid 4454 with il loss of all 
CrevJfilCmOers plus two passengers. A Bald ;~agle quick reaction force was 
inserted to recover the bodies. NG problems were eno,:untered in the 
PGcovery. 

g. 28 .April - .i.'.. five pLno dek,chmont Gf C3-53 aircraft from llMli-463 
l:e?urted uboard to o~)er2.te fr::nl ~uc:,n~; ;l'ri uirfield. 

\ unOO~[j$$)ilWilm 1 
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1. r,~l:s.(mp.~l. 'rhis Gr'..,up begc.n tc, receive re)lec8iuent personnel during 
this 1i e:J:'iod. Critical sho,rk,ges exist as follvws: 

7563 

6319 

b. !lJ'.'N: 163 

i~OS 

6242 

6332 

6339 

A' critictJ.. sh;)r1jage exist~ in qualified Aviators. 're.· 
lessen the Sh,)rt2ge a survey was made of volunteers to 
retr;::in fr·.'iil m-I- 34D' s to UIi-1E's nnd three volunteers 
have been J.ssigned to VLO-6 for retr~lining. 

A. critical s11 .·rt:J.ge exists in the supervisory ranks 
E5 thrcugh ;!j7. 

A cri ti0::;,1 sh,;:rtage exists 1.n all ranks. 

.\ critiQul. silCrtage exist;s in all r2.nks. 'l'11e gre,';1.tes·c 
~h()rtJ.ge bAing in the supeJ::visory ramB of E5 thrcugb 
27· 

Two ESI s are :.wt~·lOrized ui th nGnG on hand. 

No critical sll ,rtGge exists. 

No critical shortage exists. 

e. f11.'l'CU-66 Det IrA" 

No critical shc.rt;1ge exists. 
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2. Ac¥ll:hl'l.tl?~ti0l'l:' Administre,ti~n has been hampered with the lack uf office 
GCluil;)ment and supplies. Host office fUrn1.tl.lre has been mromfactured lc,CClJly 
fr'Jill r,;cl;:et ::.Ind artillery boxes. 

, 

3. A\:!t?];:q!?. The following a\ ... ~rd recoi::1.;J.endatL·ns have been subnli. tted during 
t;lis iJeriod: 

a. Distinguished Flying Cress - 4 

b. Brcnze star - 1 

c. Silver star - 3 

d. Air Hedcl. - 250 

it. .9$ls..u..tJ..tLe~.. 'l111e folLwinG' cast:lalti.es '-ierere::}.;rted during' this ;.Jeriod; 

(1) laA .. 4 

(2) \4111. - 1 

(1) K.'Il - 1 

(2) 'iTAr - 5 

5. ~1:.teX!-.igence. During this period, a briefing reom and the 8-2 watch 
desk was est8.bUshed in the command bunker. 1:;:(.rni11g and afternoon briefings 
were g:i. ven daily to update commend and operatiGns personnel. Daily bul­
letins "[ere established~ Liaison W2,S established wi th the following uni ts 
elld agencies: 

a. 3rdNCtrDiv - 11. daily helicopter courier picked up copies of the COC' 
j,JU:J."1lc.1 for the previous 24 huurs. 

b. Prov CO:J.-ps Vietn9Jll - D2ily Ilif'f5UNS were received via 3rdl'18.rDiv. 

c. !c~unng 'rri Sector Intelligence J..gency - ;~ daily briefing Wt.~S attended 
by sr':tJ;·) {end squudr(,n represent<'ltives 2nd an exch,-:nge of n~TSJHS w;:s eff8cted~ 
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d. COhlbined studies Group - .Access to sensitive field :md agent re}m-ts 
'l'lo.S g2,insd \Vi th co:;?ies recoi ved ddly. 

e. lstLurCavlliv - Daily c0nt2.ct Clad aa exchMge of INTS'Jl'IS we~'e effectGd. 
Paticular Care waS given to [t ra:-;)±d exchange ,)f fire incidl'mts and spot 
re-.;Jorts. 

f. 3rd Recon - Regular and timely recei::;>t of tear;l operc,tins orders 
'V1as established. 

g. '2,uang 'rri Base Defense - J).:::.ily c()jJ.tact FaS maintained. 

6. .<l:r:'?..'?titi.._Def ense. On 28 .April ProvLil .. G- 39 assumed responsi bili ty of t:18ir 
j}ositivn Ll the sector defense. Ten bunkers were manned un 11 hlenty-four 
l12ur basis and a conununicati.ns nEltIJurk HaS established. All personnel 
fCJil-fired their rifles to adjust f,.r ba.ttle sigb.ts end eight individuals vlere 
instrl'ctecl. in the us (3 (If the Il-79 erena.de launcher as Hell as ten indi vidu81s 
in the 1.1.se of the LAI~\I. 

7. :l:x::::J!fl._n.g. Liais;~;n \'laS established with EAG- 36 and Istl·iAv,[ to continue 
ili th SCi.luol quotas o.lready assigned. 

8. k0..si.s..t~9...s and Suppl;y:- LiEtison .. TaS estc.blished ",ith l'UG-36 for lOgisi;ics 
[li.ld SL'91)ly. 

9. ].ElSj_Jlex~lopm~~~. ConstructLn of airfield and camp facilities continued 
at a moderate pace wi th the follo"\'ling projects being completed by lICB-lO~ 

a. 18 air conditLned quonset huts fur tactical flignt 'Crew~ (Offi~8rs) 

b. i~ 2100 foot long 80utlwest parallel taxiway. 

o. 1:.. 20 f"ot by 48 foot chapel. 

10. P.ti-Ji:~. 300,000 galluns of :pure iiater WaS provi ded f or Quang Tri 
~".irfieldmd nei01boring 3rd l1c.rinG Di visi::m Units. 

11. :t.:JJ'_})~f2. 'The H&118-39 TAFDS unit dispen;sod 35"r ,000 gallcns of Jp-4 and 
138,000 gallOnS vf lW Gas at its DCI1Z Ra~ '<i,U 8 I1g 'rri 2nd C<)lllP Carroll 
facili ties. 

12. U_~s.~t~1i. The mess hall at Q,Ul:ll1g Tr:i faj 8..'} C\v8rage f.lf 940 people daL.:;, 
::';1 its 200 Dlan f acili ty. 
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