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Part ¥ Qrganizational Data

1. SLEES
a. Provisional Marine Airéraft Group-39

(1) Colonel John E. HANSEN : 16-30 april €0 Commanding Offices

(2) Ceptain Charles H. FiiSiLiiAN 16-30 April 68 51/ Adjutant

(3) Captain John A. HATHAWAY 16-30 April 68  S-2

(4) Major arthur C. cL.Nu 16-30 April 68  S-3

(5) Major Guy L. LARKIN 16;30 April 68  S-4

(6) Major wWilliam A. McGAW Jr. 16-30 April 68 AvnSafb

(7) Lt. Frederick i\i. ARNZSCN 16-30 April 68 Chaplain

(8) Lt. Drewry H. 10ARIS 16-30 ppril 68 Flight Surgeon

b. Provisional Headguarters and Haintenance Squadron-39
(1) BSee page 1 of enclosure (1) to enclosure (1)

¢. ilarine Medium Helicop:er Sqﬁadron—lG}
(1) See page 1 of enolosure (1) to enslosure (2)

de ﬁarine Hedium Helicopter Squadron-262
(1) See page 2 of enclosure (1) to enclesure (3)

2. HNarine Observaticn Squadr-n-6

(1) See page 1 «f enclusure (1) t. enclosure (4)

S SSIFIED
_ To  Morine Air Cuntrol Unit 66, Deteaohnent Alpha \@N@

(1) See page 1 of enclcsure (5)
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1108 ATRCRA GedP~39

aatoe Honthly Strength '

OFFICRS ALISLD
HéaS-39- , 21 313
Hiii-16% Ly 149
HMi{-262 4o 171
V-6 35 159
M_ICU-66 . 3 2
TOLAL : 148 816

ha Important Visitcrs

-~ ae HMajor General Noman J. A{Du.SU.7, Ccmmnacding Ge‘neral, 1lst Marine
Alroraft Wing

Part II Narrative Suimary

Provisicnal Marine Aircraft Group-39 fermed on 16 April 1968 in
formal ceremcnies at Quang Tri iir Base, HVN. ProwliG-39 colors were _
sresented by MGen Nomman Ji sNDERSON CGy 1stMAW to Colonel John E. HiESEN.
For the period of 16-30 4pril, Pruvi..G-39 units accomplished 7,816 sorties,
2,204.9 flight hours, carried 10,295 passengers, 805.6 tons of cargo and
flew 296 medevac wissiuns carryinz 49% emergencies, 499 pricrities and
349 rcutines. Significant highli-hts are as fcllows:

a. 16 April - On missicn 54 Highboy 3-1 (UH-34D) Hii-163 lif ted out
five emergency medevacs while teking w.rtar, autunctic weapons and small
23 fire in the landing zcne. Seaworthy 40 (UH-1E) Vil0-6 was damaged
vy small arms fire and injuring the co-pilot as they were providing sSup-
opressive fire for Highb.y 31. '

b. 18 pril - At 0035H hours the wuang Tri Airfield received several
wogtile rocket rounds which destruyed one tent, occupied by HAMS-39
wersviiele There were no injuries or damage to other equipment. eleone
Tour 1-1 (CO-464) eseorted by Seawcrthy 4-1 (UH-1E) inserted Corporal Pete
recon team. 4S Sooil a8 the recon team was vut of the aircraft they come
under hesvy fires Seawurthy cuntrolled a flight of fixed wing aircraft

' (Luvebug; -310) on the surrounding area and made suppressive fire runs while
7;‘!’elcl:“;?1e "J.‘og%gacted the recon team.

3 ENCLOSURE (1)
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Seaworthy 4-20 flight conducted a visual low level recon for possible
survivers of a downed airceraft. Positive beaper signols were heard in the
area of search. Seaworthy made several luw passes over the area and drew
aut.aatic weapons fire frum several positions cp each pass. All aircraft
concerned concurred that the signal wes false and the aireraft departed the
arede

~c. 21 spril - Seaworthy 4=20 and 4-21 provided support for a battalien
tactical troop 1ift for Operaticn Sectlend II. Prior tc the landing, 420
coptrilled 3 flishts of fixed wing fur an area prep. During the fiist part
of the landing wurtar fire was received in the landing zine and Seaworthy
provided suppressive fire expending 59 2.75 rockets and 8,000 rcund of 7.62.

d. 23 april - Seaworthy l~1 and 4-2 launched froem Quang Tri at 1730
for an emergency extracticn of a rec:n team at XD195473. Jaw Breaker reccn
tem1 nas in heavy contsct with 'Vi. Seawerthy 4-1 and 2 delivered sup-
pressive fire around the area until the HV.. brcke contact. Welc.me Tour 1-1
went intu the zone for the successful team extract. :

ev 24 ppril - Four Chatter Box (u“h—262) CE-46's and three Seaworthy

UH-18's (2 gunships and 1 Command =nd Control) launched froa Quang Tri to

conduct a 240 man tactical troup 1ift. The landing zone was well presped
by artiliery. The gunships provided zir cuver while the CH-46 aircraft
inserted the trcops at YD392591 with no resistance. The C&C WH-1% received
heavy awtomatic weapens fire frum YD364534+ which was quickly suppressed by
the gunships. Battalion 1/2 had carefully planned and ccordinated the
1if% and as a result of this planning the 1ift vas excepti.nalliy well
organi zed end preceeded very smcothly.

£. 25 April ~ Seaworthy 4~6 crashed at Grid 4454 with a loss of all
crewmnenbaers plus two passengers. A Bald llagle quick reaction force was
inserted %0 recover the bodies, N2 problems were encountered in the

FECOVETY.
g« 28 april - i five plane detechment Lf CH~53 aircraft From HMH—463
esorted aboard tu operate from guang Tri sirfield.

fL\\l@{LHSS‘L FlED ‘
y _ . TNCLOSURE (1)

T

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

\'@N&ﬁ@] ¢

Sers 03133684
12 May 1968

Part ITI Significant jivents

1. Personnel. This Gruup began tu receive replacement perscnnel during

this pexiods Critical shortages exist as folluws:

1i0S R ARKS
7563 A'critical shortage existe in qualified Aviators. To

lessen the shortage a survey was made of volunteers to
retrzin from TH-34D's to UH-1E's and three volunteers
have been assigned to Vii0-6 for retraining.

6319 A critical sh:rtage exists in the supervisory ranks
ES5 through 7.

be HMM-163

6242 A criticsl shertage exists in 211 ranks.

6332 A critical sacrtage exists in all ranks. 'The greatest
shortage being in the supervisory ranss of ES throueh
2T

6339 - Two ¥8's are authorized with ncne on hand.

w08 - R ARKS

S

No ceritical shortage exists.
d.  YXoVHANS-39
+108 A ARKS

Ne critical ahortage exists.

e. [LAICU-66 Det MAl

108 DAARKS ' Wj

ot r—

| No ocritical shrortage exists.
Y ' 5 ZECLOSURE (1)
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2. Administration. Administration has been hampered with the lack of office
cquipment and supplies. Nost office furniture has been mamufactured locally
from recket and artillery bexes. :

3. Awards. The following award recoauendati:ons have been submitted during
thils period:

as Distinguished Flying Crcss ~ 4
b. Brcnze Star - 1
c. Silver Star - 3
de Alr Medal - 250
ho Caguclties. The folluwing casualties wére:iegnrted during this period:
a. KEostile
(1) XIp -4
(2) wIa=-1
- bs Fon-Hostile
(2) WAL -5
5. Intelligence. During this periuvd, a driefing rcom and the S-2 watch
_desk was esteblished in the command bunker. HMorning and afternocn briefings
were given daily to update commond and operations personnel. Daily bul-
letins were established. Liaison wes established with the following units

and agenciess

as» 3r@iarDiv - A daily helicopter courier picked up coples of the COC:
Jjournzl for the previcus 24 hours,

be Prov Coips Vietnam - Daily INTSUM3 were received via 3rdMardiv.

¢. uang Tri Sectcr Intelligence Agency - 4 dally briefing was attended
by srown and squadron representatives and an exchonge of INTSUMS was effected.

HRNT TR
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d. Combined Studies Group - Access to sensitive field and agent reports
was gained with copies received daily,

e. lstAirCevDiv - Daily contzct and an exchange of INTSUNS weve effected,
Perticular care was given to a rapid exchange of fire ineidents and spot
reporhs.

f. 3rd Reccn - Regular and timely receint of team cperati.ns orders
vwas established.,

. - Juangz Tri Base Defense - Dally cunbtact was maintained.
23

6. Ground Defense. On 28 April ProviilG-39 assumed responsibility of their
position in the sector defense. Ten bunkers were manned vn.a twenty-four
hour basis and a communicati-.ns network was established. All personuel
fan-fired their rifles to adjust for battle sights end eight individuwals were
ingtrocted in the wse of the I=T79 grenade launcher as well as ten individuals
in the use of the LAAW. ‘

7. 4Yrgining. Liaiscn was established with i74G-36 and lstiiW to continue
with sciwol quotas clready assigned.

8. Losistics and Suwpply. Liaiscn was estoblished with :iG-36 for logisiics
ad stnnlye

9. Base Development. -Constructiun of airfield and camp facilities continued
at a moderate pace with the following projects being completed by MCB-10:

a. 18 air conditi-med Qucnset huts for tactical flight crews (Officers)
bs A 2100 foot long Southwest parallel taxiway-
‘t. A 20 foot by 48 foot chapel.

10, Utilities. 300,000 galluns of pure vater was provided for Quang Tri
irfield =nd neighboring 3rd Merine Division Units.

11. 1:FDS. The H&MS-39 TAFDS unit dispemsed 357,000 gallens of JP=k and -
138,000 gallons of Av Gas at its Deng Ha, Quang Trl and Camp Carrcll -
facilities.

12. lessing. The mess hail at gusng Tri fad an average of 940 pecple daily
in its 200 man facility.
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