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Pary I Organizational Da.t_a
1. Staff

as Provisional Marine Aircfaft Group-39 ‘.

1) Colonel Jchn E. HANSEN 1-31 May 68 co

2) LtCol. Louis 4. GULLING 17-31 May 68 X0 - - -
3) Capt. Charles H. FEASELMAN = 1-31 May 68 S-1/1d3

L) GCapt..John A. HATHAWAY - . . - 1=31 May 68 S-2

5) Maj. Arthur C. CRANE 1-31 May 68 S-3 .

6) Maj. Guy L. LARKIN ' 1-25 May 68 S-4

(7) Maj. David G. WORKMAN 26~31 May 68 S-4 _
(8) Maj. William A. MCGAW JR. + 1-31 -May 68 4vnSafo -
9) Lt. Frederisk W. ARNESON 1-9 May 68 Chaplain
10) LCIR Rodrey R. SCHEER . 10-31 May 68  Chaplain
il) Lt. Drewry H. MORRIS 1-31 May 68 Flight Surgeon

be Provisiona} Hesdquarters and Maintenance Squadron-39
(1) Bee page 1 of enclosure (1) to enclosure (2)
Ce Marine Medium Helicopter Sguadron-161 )
(1) Se‘éll-;agé 1 of enclosure (l)ht.o"ehclosure (3
d. Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron-262
(J) See page 1 ; of enclosure (1) to enclosure (li-)
e, Marine Observatlon Squadron—6
() ‘sée page' 1 of enclosure (1) to enclosuxe (5) .
f+ Marine Medium HellcOpter Squadron—lé} ‘ '
(l) Will be su.bmitted under seperate cover as enclosure (6)

gs 'Marnne Alr Control Unit 66 Detachment Alpha

: (1) See page 1 -of- enclosure (1) to enclosure (7)

1. o i combio. st €2 | | UNCLASSIFIED

(l) - See page l of enclosure (1) to enclosure (8) ,
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20 Provisional Marine Aixcraft Group-39
lst Marine aircraft Wing
FMF, Pacific, FPO San Francisco, (alifornia, 96602
Quang Tri Air Base, Bepublic of Vietnam
1-31 May 1968 '

3. - Average Monthly Strengths

mwIT ‘ OFF ICERS - , ENLISTED

B o 39 28 ' 390
HIG-161 58 | 218
HDN-262 o ks 200
Vio-6 39 158
MATCU-62 - o 8 m
M4TCU~66 Deta “alpaal 2 27
HO-165 .. b6 . b5

‘Total n 230 1215

s Important Visitors

ac 17 May 1968 MGen. Normen J. ANDERSON, Commanding General, lst
dlarine Adrcraft Wing, FMFPac.

Yo Drig Gen. Homer S. HILL, Assistant Wing Commander, lstMAW made
~voral visits during the month. '

8, Mr. Lee DOUGLAS, Vice President of Boeing Vertal.

de 4 May 1068 Capt. Leon DARKOWSRI CHC USN 1stMAW Cheplain; Capt.

aiph BFLOW, CHC USN III MAF Chaplain and Capt Loren LINDQUIST, CHC USN
CMC Staff Chaplaine.
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Part II Narrstive Summary

During the month of May, ProvM.AG—-39 units supported the follow1ng A
operabions: Scotland II, Napoleon/Saline, Lancaster II Kentucky, Jeb
Stewart II, Rice and Mameluke Thrust,

ProvMAG-39 hellcopuer coanmitments were prlmarlly dlrected 1n support
of Operation Scotland II for the first half of the month. Due to the
improved weather conditions and subsequent reduction of enemy fire, re-
supply and medevac missions were more efficlently accomplished. Although
the intensity of fire had decreased frum that of past months, there were
numerous 1nc1dents of aircraft receiving mixed mortar and automatic small
arms f1re<, -

O'JGI'a'tiOIlS Lancaster II and Napoleon/Saline were conducted in the
coastal plain region of the Northern I Corps Tactical Zone generally in -
close proximity to the IMZ. Most of the resupply was delivered to.rapidly
moving troop units. Although most of the resupply and medevac landlng
zones were unsecure, few fire 1n01dents occurrede.

Opera ions Jeb Stewart II and Rice were conducted to protect the rice
harvest and deny its access, to the enemy. The harvested rice was picked
up from. landlng zones and flown by CH-46's to secure areas for storage.
As well as a tactical necesmty these 0perat10ns served a.s a fine 01v1c
action example. .

During the latter part of the month the tempo of operations in the
Khie Sanh ares picked up with many contacts being made with the NVA. Several
new Cperations sta‘rted and continued on into June with increasing tempo.

On 17 May 1968 Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron—l6l reported aboard and
urcraft and crews were integrated with HMM-262 on assigned missidns. HMVI-
"6l quickly learned the Operatlng areas and technlques necessary for com-

B Atlng nelr a%lgmd missions.

Pa:rt IIT S:Lgnlflcant Events

- ‘-\\ N

. Chronological Sequence ‘of Events

Lﬂ%x_;gé@_e Heavy contact for Marines in the Northern I Corps Tactical
zone was the order of the day. Aircraft from ProvMAG-39 flew 131. L hours,

oo % ENCLOSURE (1)
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477 sorties, carried 367 pax, 30,3 tons of cargo and 23 medevac missions
with. 50 emergency, 67 priority and 55 routine cases. A% 1500 Highboy 4-1
(H]VJI-‘[-163, UH’-}QI)) wag shot down at YD 1963 grid after lifting out two emer-
gency and two roubine (KIA'S) medevacs: The aircraft was climbing out and
at 200 feet received heavy automatic weapons fire, resulting in a fire in
the af't fuel cell. The aircraft autorotated to the river bank West of Dong
Hae The crew evacuated the aircraft and it was destroyed by fire. There
were no additional injuries to the crewmembers or medevacs but the crew was
unable to remove the KIA'S from the fire. At 1726H Highboy medevac (HMM-163,
UH~34D) received twenty hits from automatic weapons fire (.50 and +30 cal.)
while climbing out of & zone at grid YD2162. The aircraft had eight emer-
gency medevacs aboard but was able to continue flight to "D Med at Dong Ha
where an emergency landing was executed due t0 a rough running engine.

2 May 1968. HMM-163 reséued a Marine from 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines
while VMO-6 gunships (UH-1E) provided cover. The rescue began at 1800H when
the night quick réaction gunships of VMO-6 were launched to assist a comp any
of 2/4 that was in heavy contact. Upon arriving at the scene a report was
rzceived from an Aerigl Observer on station, that one Marine had been cut off
“fecm the rest of his unit, and the enemy was trying to encircle him. The
U3-\E gunships expended ell their ammo, while providing cover for the Marine
sitempting to return to friendly lines. A sedond section of gunships along
with an UH-34D from HMM~-163 was launched to assist in the rescue. As the
virst section returned, after rearming, and with two sections of gunships-
providing suppressive fire cover, the UH-34D made a landing and effected the
Tescue. None of the aircraft involved was hit by enemy fire although intensive
fire was encountered. o ’ ‘ o T
4 May 1968. ‘Two UH-34D's from HMM-163 and two UH-1E from VMO-6 made two
~tcoinaissance team insertions, in the Khe Sanh area, by asing the low level
~verc method of insertion. The four aircraft flew low level t6 the area of
' Lasery. At ine predetermined landing zone one of the H-34's makes a’
ek londing as the team is inserted, The other aircraft continue on and
L E.3l lifts off and joins on the tail end of the flight. All aircraft then
stinue faking one or two inserts while returning low level to Khe Sanh,-
ray e flight received .50 cal fire with one of the H-34'g receiving limited
1age that was quickly repaired. - : oo Co.

5 May 1988 A% 0305H the Quang Tri Airfield came under an eneniy rocket
-wtack which resulted in one CH-46 destroyed, one CH-46 with major damage and

four CH~45's with minor damage. One UH-1E received minor damage. There were
three WIA's and the CH-46 availability was severely affected. ’

5 ENCLOSURE (1)
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Two CH-46!'s from HMM-262 and two CH-46's from HMM-164 escorted by. two
UH-1E gunships from VMO-6 supported the Marines near Dong Ha with an
emergency troop 1ift (¥D346635). The troop lift received .enemy fire from
all surrounding areas of the drop zone. Later in the afternoon, with the
Marines in heavy contact on the ground two UH- Bty began evacuatlng me devacs
from the Marine position to Dong Ha. At one point in the operation several
wounded Marines were cut off from their unit by 500 m’ete'r's and the enemy '
was within 100 meters. The UH~1E's provided suppressive fire while one
UH-34 from HMM~163% snatched several of the wounded Marines from the enemy.
The UH-34's received intense fire resulting in minor damage to the aircraft.
At this point.a CH-46 from HMM-165 made a pass into the zone and made three
seperate pickups. On take off from the last pickup point the aircraft was-
hit by intense fire, crashed and burned. All persons on board were able
to get clear of the,aircraft. They then came under enemy small arms fire
resulting in the pilot KIA and several more WIA's. At this point g CH-46 from
HM~164 made the plckup of all persons in the zone. ’

i Mg,z 1208. Two CH—%'S from HMM-262 made a night rescue of the Amy
pilot and ARVN. A0 of a downed Army Ol. The rescued persons were returned to
Quang Tri Airbase. ' S

8 May 1968. A flight of four CH-46 helicopters from HMM-262 encountered
heavy mortar and small a.rms fire while resupplying Hlll 881 North. R

11 Mz_al 1968. Khe Sanh and surrounding la.ndlng zones came under enem;y '
arty fire when helicopters landed.

14 May 1968. Two UH-34's from HMM=163 launched on a night emergenoy
SAR pickup north of the IMZ. The DH-34's procseded to ths mouth of the
Cua Viet River and contacted Water Boy for coordinmtion, Water Boy and
Big Brother 7 did not have a visusl contact and therefore attempted to ganged
the mission. The UH-}#'s requested and were granted permission to make a
~98s in an effort to establish visual contact. The downed RIO fired several
:n flares and the UH-34's were able to make visual contact. The pickup
8 accomplished without an lncldent about % mile off the North Vietnamese:
Jaste .

15 May 1968. At approxlmately 1335H, a USAF C-130 (Modex #37875) crashed
iile landing on runway Y% at Quang Tri bursting into flames upon impact.
the left wing sheared off and the plane traveled mpproximately 2500 feet -
coming-to-a-sbop.between the runway an€ taxiway, Crash Crew responded with’~
twd MHSAR € ine; tru?lqsua?xd one M-79 other (tracked vehicle). The Crash
Crzw ‘Betds b&m&lmesm&ed f;:.ve personnel and a,ssmted L8 other passengers off
the-burning. aixoraf .
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17 May 1968.-HMM=161, a CH—% squadron relieved }IMM-163, -a UH=34. squadron,
at Quang Tri and began thelr first operatlonal day in country.

18 May 1968. A flight of HMM-262 aircraft was instructed to extract
a recon tean in heavy contact with the. enemy at a position Northeast of Khe
Sanhe. The ‘aircraft proceeded to the site, made an approach under heavy
mortar fire and remained in the landing zone several minutes. Mortar fire
bracketed the aircraft and wounded all but one of {the team members. The
aircraft did not 1lift fro'n the zone until 211 of the team members were safely
aboard. , : :

22 ng'126 . Dwert was the word heard most ty the quick reaction
glmshvps from Vi0-6 today. The flight was able to handle each situation = .
in tumm as they diverted from recon inserts and extracts, ¢lose air support .
for tuoop in contact, convoy cover, armed hellcopter escort and 'I‘AC(A) tasks.
Flre Was received on all ta.uks eéxcept the convoy dover task. co

51 May 1968. One HMM-262 CH-46, with a CH-46 from HM-161 a,ctlng as
wingman, launched on a night emergency medevac missionto a ‘landing zone
located Worth of Dong Ha. The ground unit had requested the operation be
conducted without flares. In attempting to approach the LZ, the lead CH-46
pilot lost sight of the 2one and commenced a wave off. He was 1mmed1ately

taken under intense enemy ‘automatic weapons fire resultlng in hits- in the-
¢ngine compartment and loss of one engine. The damaged aircraft was flown
back to Quang Tri and exchanged. for a replacement aircrafts With the help
of UH-1lE gunships and flarés from a flare shlp the mission was ‘successfully
completed.
2s Personnelg;.g;itggaljghb;tgges;9xist:as follows:' ¢
» _

el - LA

"'a‘.,’,‘.'“v.-VNMQ;-._: A )
. :7563 ",-.A"'cﬂt'lc J. shortage exists "in qua.llfled Av1ators partl—
culary in second tour and TAC(A) qualified aviators.
6319 - . A critical shortage continues to.exist in the superv:.sory
_ Ch a.nks -of, 5 through BT.. : :
be, HMM-161. e

Hos R.@LARE S i UNGLASSIFIED
‘ No critical shortage exists. — —
"7_*9ff:»5' 7 7 | ENCLOSURE (1) -
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6320 Ever though e tob:l strength in this MOS cxseeds the M/L

a critical shertage exists in the supervisory ranks of E5
t‘fuough BT

de ProvhéMS-39
MOs RIMARKS S £

No.eritical shortage existe-

s AATES
Yo critical shortage exists,

No ~ritical shortage existse

JAdmizistration continues to be hampered with the lack of office: equipment
supniiese. Office equipment has been requested with no results.

11: ITollowing award reclomme_ndations have been submitted dﬁring this period:
Wy CI‘Oou - 1.

b, Distinguished Flying Cross - 13

Cr .Silvar Star - 6 | |

do Bronze Star - 8

o, oyt 33 O [oewssAB)

f. plr Medal - 863

+

g« Navy sghiewment Medal = 1. 4 o NBLesURE (1)
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5. Casualties
The following wa2re reported during this period:
=t g.o_s-ﬁ_];-e-
(1) KiA - none
(2) WIA - eight (8)
be Nom-Hostile
(1) KAIL - none
(2; Oher - eleven (11)
6o HMozsle Welfare
as A new shcower for aircrews has besn opened on a twenty-four hour a
day basis. The new messhall nears completion and plans are under way for
club: tc be pl=ced in operation soona
b» Lt. Frederick *BNESON, CHC, USNR was relieved as Group Chaplain by
LD Rodney R. SCHEER, CHT, USN on 9 May 1968. Chaplain AZNESON was the
first chgplain to be pemanently =38igned to the Quang Tri complex. He had

srrived on Ncvember 11, 1967, 1C days after the first .C=130 had landed on the
recently sompleted runway 35a

feo . Dirine Services were held each Sunday vwith a total monthly attendance
of 479 with 265 taiiing. pa:ct in communi s

de & mligious discussion group is in progress with an average attende
-nce Of 12 persoms. A special indoctrination lecture was held for 180
mbrrs of nevly reporved HMM-161. -
Mere were a total of 44 pastoral counseling cases for May.

Fo On 2L May R&MS-39 Aexclogy sectlon recorded a h:.gh outdooxr sun
mph.’c(#cure of 124“F %0 climax a twelve day period from 16 May to 27 May of
W eime nln’h in excess of 100

. -Civic Action ‘

ﬂovm\G—Bo mnjmbuted the follow:.ng articles dunng the nonth of May
to the £ollowing: .

Quang Tri Omha.nage~ 2 boxeg frozen carrots, 2 boxes. frozen pork, 34 cartons

of frozen fish, 5 dozen_goloning.books.and.2 boxes

Mwﬁﬂ? (20 1bs/box) clothes. UN@USW |

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

. 'IIIIII"'!.’ . — m'is/”'»

| ueLAsS! HEl} S

i G e R s L o
SR

Quang Tri Refugee Center: 2 boxes (20 lbs/box) clothes, 100 bars of soap,
5 boxes (1 dozen/box) vitamins, 5 boxes (24/box)
toothpaste and 10 dozen school pencils.

The protectlon of the rice harvest by cH- 4é units of ProvMAG-39 also
prlayed an important part in the.civic actlon program.

8. Intelligence

ae« General. -Intelligence support for operations of the Group continued

to improve dutlng the reporting period. The Intelligence briefing ares
now features a large current intelligence map, fire incident map, enemy
order of battle and recon inserts map. A Friendly Order of Battle map is

maintained for the $~3 section. A group-wide system for intelligence
screening of cgptured enemy material and weapons was instituted and
representative wegpons and equipment are displayed in the COC Bunker.
An Intelligence SOP, visitor bill and photograph control bill were drafted
and staffed.

b Ligi
agencies:

isone. Liaisop was established with the following units and

(1) US AID/COCRDS Advisor to SVN National Police Special Brancha.
(2) COORDS Advisor Team to Trieu Phong District.
(3) Quang Tri Officer, 191st MI Det.

9s Tactical aviation Fuels Dispensing System

The H&MS-39 TAFDS unit dispersed 1,120,000 gallons of JP-4 and 233,000
gallons of AV gas at its Dong‘Ha, Quang Tri and Camp Carroll facilitics.

10. Alr Operatlons

Units of ProvMaG-39 flew 5051.3 hours, 17,908 sorties carrying 23,207
pastengers. and 2,275.tons of cargo. There were 1084 medevac missions with
a total of 3303 nedevacs of Wthh there were 848 emergencies, 1515 priorities
and 1140 routine cases.

The detachment of CH-53's from HMV[—463 flew 2 ,515 sorties carrylng
6,84 pax and 3,353 tons of cargo of which 256 tons were internal and
3,087 were external loadss

10 ENCLOSURE (1)
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ll. Alr Control

Dong Ha " Khe Sarh Quang Tri
a. VFR Operations . 23,222 5,990 26,057
b. GCA Opera.‘tiogs ‘68 7 132
ce Radar Monitors 9 . ... 2 | 8

Total = 23,299 5,999 26,177

12, “-ommahd and Contirol

TH-18 aircraft from VMO-6 are daily commitied for C&C use o:t‘ grOund
comnanders.

13. Grou.nd Defensu

The Prorﬂu&—zq gzound def‘ense platoon continues to strengthen their
defensive positions. New concertina wire is belng put in place along with
trip flares -and other warning devies.

14, Training

A program of indoctrination lectures for HMM-161 was set up and com-
pleted "nquesfs for formsl schocls were submitted by the squadrons and fore

15 Ium stlcs

'~r0'rI\TAG—39 continues to dépend on MAG-36 for loglstlcal support.

Tne Provi\mfw«39 Utilities section continues to provide services that
se beyond the sccpe of equipment available. The 200 men messhall continues
5 feed an aversge of 1,000 men at each meal. 4 total of 972,000 gallons -
¢ potable water was provided for Quang Tri and nelghbonng Zrd Marine
T:lem Um S . -

LT &9@-}5&9@? onsg

Blowing saud and high winds haﬁlpered communication facilities for the
better part of the month of May
i ENCLOSIRE (1) _
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18. (Construction

a» Three TAFDS Berms were completed; .one at the northern pits at
Quang Tri and two at the new development at LZ Cameo Stud. At LZ Cameo .
Stud g hole, bunker lumber and 5,000 sandbags Were provided by ProviMaG-39
Inltlatlve to use them was provided by the NVA.

b!' A 300 fook connecting road was completed between the Helo Pad and
Group Supply. This was accomplished by MCB-10 prior to their departure.

Ce Consfruciion of the Officers Club was started 30 May 1968.
19, Nissales

2. The following message was received from Commanding General, 3rd
MARDIV:

(1) The Hallmark of suocessful operatlons in the A0 during rapldly
changing tactical situations must be speed of movement. On 25 May a total
of 150G Marirnss or 9 Compsnies were moved on extremely short notice. The
major portion of the tactica! 1if% was accomplished subsequent to 1700, in
some cases concluding during hours of darkness.,

(2) “he responss of both infantry elements and units of ProvMAG-39
was nothing short of magnificent. I should like to pay special tribute to
the professionalistic ekill of EMM-161 and HMM-262. This example of air/
zround teamwork presages well for the coming summer campaigning in the 3rd
Yarine Divigi iz Zone.

(%) Well done to all concerned. Major General DAVIS sends.

b. The following message was received from the Commanding Officer of
the lsv Marines:

(:) Medevac/Emergency resupply 16 May 68 Companies I and M, 3rd Bn.
1 Werines wore displaced from Dong Ha area to Khe Sanh Combat Base and
atinued overland tc join their Bny which was heavily engaged to their West
com Hill 689 (¥D 802409) enroute, these units became engaged with an enemy
rce located between the two companies and the remainder of the battaliom.
JFer an extensive fire fight and evaluation of the situation, it was deter-
uined that these units would consolidate night positions on Hill 552 (XD 821

401) }ﬁ“Vi@wmeﬁnﬁﬁﬁ£;nu;Qa to Hill 689. ‘—_—_____.——"—————-—
e i | ; \@N@\L&SSME@
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(2) Additiopelly Inventory of ammunition stocks with the cam=
panies and with the battalion headquarters revealed the Class V levels to be
dangerously low uesplte previous resupply during the day and a contlnulng
poss1bllJty of contact wzth enemy forces throughout the night still existed.

(3) A request for emergsncy resupply and extraction of medevags
was submitted via rormal channels and was passed €0, ProvMiG-39 for action.

(4) The execution of - this resupply/hedeVac mission was rapid and
profcssmnal° The pllots of the aircraft coordinated closely with ground
units. Followed suppressive fires excellently and in general displayed the
skill and initiative that has made Marine Corps Aviation what it is today.

(5) Request that the .officers and men be passed. our appreciatlon
and congratulations for an outstanding performance.

Co Following message Was received from the USS Rangers

Please convey our leepest appreciation for the generous efforts
and invaluable assistance of the officers and men attached to Quang Tri
4ir Base, in the recent return of Jason 306 (A~7) to operational status.
Special thanks to Gol. HANSEN and Major CRANE ProvMAG-39 - CO RANGER CQMCVW
and JASON one sends.

i
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