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PROVISIONAL MARINE ATRCRAFT GROUP-39
Commgnd Chronology
1 June 1968 to 30 June 1968

’
PART I ORGANIZAPIONAL DATA
PART il NRRATIVE SUMMARY
PART 11T SIGNIFICAMD EVENTS
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ae Provisiongl Marine Airoraft'Grqu 39

(3) Colonel John E. HAISEN 1-30 June 68 C.0.

2) LitCol. Louis 4e GULLING 1-30 June 68  X.0.

3) Capts Charles H. FEASELMAN 1-30 June 68  S-1/4DJ

(k) Maje John Ae HATHAWAY 1-30 June 68  S-2

5) Maje Arthur C. CRANE 1-30 June 68 S~3

6 Maje. David G. WORKMAN 1-30 June 68 S-4

7) Maje William A. MCGAW Jrs 1-30 June 68  AVNSAFO

8) LCIR Rodney R. SCHEIR 1-30 June 68  CHAPLAIN

9) Lt. Drewry H. MORRIS 1-.30 June 68  FLIGHT SURGEON

be Provisional Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 39
(1, See page 1 »f enclesure (1) to enclosure (2)
e Marine Medium Helicopter Squadren 161
(1) See page 1 of enclosure (1) to enclosure (3)
de Marine Medium Helicopter Sguasdron 262
(1) See page 1 of enclosure (1) to enclosure (4)
¢, lMarine Observation Squadron 6
f1) See page 1 of enclosure (l)lto enclosure (5)
feo Marine pir Control Unit 66 Detachment glpha
‘1) See page 1 of enclosure (1) to enclosure (6)

co Marine jir Control Unit 62

1) B8ee page 1 of enclosure (1) to enclosure (T3
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2¢ Provisional Marine jircraft Group 39
let Marine pircraft Wing
FF, Pacific, FPC San Francisco, California, 96602
Quang Tri iir Base, Republic of Vietnam »
1-30 June 1968

3e [Verage Monthly Strerm'ths

Marine Oi‘fLCArs. 171 | Mai'ine Enlisted: 1050
Navy Officers: b ._ - -, Navy Enlisteds 13
he Tmpoitant Visitors: | |
LtGeneral Henryuw. EUSE Jra
MajGeneral Frank C. TH/RIN
MajGeneral Charles J. GUTRTER
i{ajGeneral Norman G.. LNDIERSON
BGeneral Homer S. HILL |
BGeneral Henry W FLbE

During the month of Juns, Provisional Marine Aircraft Group. 39 units
supperted the following operations: Scotland II, Kentucky, Lancaster II
and f-poleon/Saline. '

srovisional Marine jircraft Group 39 helicopters commitments were >
inariils directed in support of operation Scotland II. During the month
L\e zircraft of the grouwp flew 5981L,1 hours, 22,890 sorties for a
corvined tokal of 3173.3 tons of cargo and 43,913 passengers being carried..
e majwrity of the missions was for resupply of the deployed ground
. un.:.ﬂ seath of “the Khe Sanh Combat Bases

The Lempo of Opera‘tlons in the Khe Sanh area continued at a fast
moTing pace, with many contacts being made with the NVA. The latter
pars of the month was devoted to the preparation of the evacugtion of
Khe canh Combat Base. Everything that might possibly be used by the
eneny wag flovn from Khe Sanh to LZ Stud where a new combat base is
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being constructed. Camplete evatuation of Khe %anh is expacted to be
comple‘red durlng the flrst week of July.

PLRT IIT SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

Chronol ogicai Seqnence of Events

1 June 1968. Recon inserts and extracts were the order of the day.

Three hot inserts in the Scotland II area were attempted and five peaceful
extracts in Kentucky were completed. Fixed wing wac utilized
effectively under low cload cover in support of the propssed inserts

and resulting immediate extracts,

2 Jane 1968. The sweep south of Khe Sanh was commenced today with

LtCols MAAS (CO VMO-6) leading a flight ef 4 Huey gunships and coordingting
a regimental size troop lift, using 12 Ch-46 transport helicopters. By
the end of the day over 1200 Marines were successfully inserted inte the
operational area. .

Lt approximately 1945 hours, tower called Crash Crew and reported an
USLA (H=1G crashed off station at LZ Sheron. The helicopter was burning
with one of the crew trapped inside. Crash Crew dispatched four men and
six 30 pound PKP extinguishers aboard a Marine CH-46 to the area. Crash
Crew personnel knocked down the fire and pulled the mgn free..

3 June 1968, TUpon being diverted from his re-supply mission, Maj. David
L. ALTHORF (HMIVI-262) flew an emergency med-evac mission in support of
Grasshopper "E", Although weather was deteriorating and Huey gunships
were not evailable, Maje ALTHOFF successfully evacuated 5 emergency

and 5 rpriority med-evacs from Grasshopper "E"'s posit¥ion. The pick-up
zone was extremely hot due to incoming mortars; but no damage to the
alrcrsft wes sustained., Four HMY-161 gircraft received battle damage
and Lance Corporal W. R. GRUBY, a CH-46 gumner was responsible for 12
NV, ¥B. and 2 NVA 50 caliber weapons destroyed while returning enemy
fiI'Er.v

b Jwne y65¢  in NV rocket attack on LZ stud caused considerable
Jamsge ©o H&MS-39 amssets. The AVGLS tanks and pumps were destroyed.

Prov M.G-%9 received the word that there was to be a troop
1en, YU minutes from the timé the message was received. Thirty
ninutes of Le: the ¢all was received, 6 aircraft from HMM-262 were mustered,’
briefed wmd leunched. The mission was canpleted without incident.

3, Lance Corporal We Re GRUBY (HMM-161) added 4 NVA KBA's to
ag L2 for a total of 16 in 8 deys while serving as a helicopter

[
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gunner, More troop lifte in support ef Task Force Hotel were conducted
todays Sea Worthy 43l flight {VMO-6) controlled a battalion sime lift
into a hot zone. Chatterbox 6-8 (HMM=262) was forced to land at

XD 922 289 after coming inder heavy .50 caliber fire. The gunships
covered the mescue of the crew and expended 277 2.75 inch rockets and
over 19,000 rounds of 7 62 tovsuccessfully ccmplete the troop lJ.ft.

7 June .19680 l mother enemy rocket, attack was made on LZ Stud whlch
destroyed agviation ordasnee stored in the area. :

8 June 1.96_89 Two Haey gunships from VMO-6 and 6 CH-46's from HIVM-161
mgde z tactical 600 man troop lift in the Khe Sanh area. The zone was
prepped by artillery fire and -the UH-1E gunships.laid down supressive fire
prior %o the first landing wave. The troop 1lift was completed without -
incidsnte 2. UH-1E gunchips from VMO-6 and 2 CH-L46's from HMM-262 made
a success{ul emergenty recon .team extraction. The team Marshall Hall,
was in contact with NVi troops and reseiving automatic weapons and small
arms fire.. Fixed wing aircraft were not availablz requiring the gun-
ships to lgy down suppressive fire while the CH-46 aircraft made the
succassful extraction. This mission was accomplished of ter -dark without
ircei &leto R - : . . S ’

June 1968, Seaworthy L-24 flight (VMO-6) was on its way home from a
trocp 1ift when mirror flgshes were spotteds . if ter several low passes
a londing was made snd a Tecon tean without radios was located. Transport
helicopters were called and the recon team extractedo ‘

11l Toe 19§_8_\\ Two UH--1E g.blshlps from VMO-5 providing cover for 2 CH-46

airoraft “rom BEML181 cu a medevee fram LZ Torch, supplied suppressive

fire on & mor*ar position. The transport aircraft reported taking enemy - ¢ . .+
roviae fire 5nd .50 caliber fire. in O-1 from the Quang Tri detachment '
haa "qllé‘d it =n alrstrike on the mortar position but the. LZ continued

$o receive incoming. The 2 gunships rolled in on target, taking suspected

250 ¢aliter fire. On completion of the gunship runs the transport

girivui ¢ vere able to succcsﬁully complete the medevac. :

o TMO-E) gunships flying in the Khe Sanh area in support of

Scrtiand TI, ohserved what sppeared to.be tank tracks crossing

. ~a vaderwater bridgee They followed the. tracks to their end

sean tc investigate the avea. They received .50 caliber fire frem

e end returned same, - ifter refueling and rearming the gunships : tiu .t
consinned their mission. They next spotted a probable camouflaged vehicle

and - usfinits vahicle turn around areas They received fire and returned

3amee .7 ter wearming the gunships returned to fire on the position again

before ra’m:mmg o Khe Sanh to debrief.
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14 June 1968. Fire .50 caliber positions on the approach to the LZ

mgde the first minutes of the troop lift interesting todsy. 4 Wattalion
size 1ift gouth of Kne Sath was greeted by previously concealed NV, after
fixed wing and artillery prep failed to knock them out. The first wave
was landed and the 50!'s were gpotted. Before the second wave arrived
Seaworthy 4-22 flight (VMO-6) combined with the ,0's and fixed wing on
Station to knock out the automatic weapons positions enabling the
completion of the migsion to be uneventful,

15 _June 1968. it approximately 1640 hours, Crash Crew hot spot noticed a
large fire at FLSC fuel pit area. Crash Crew personnel responded with
- three vehicles and started to fight a large bunker fire. At 1845 the
fire was extinguished and all crash vehicles returned to.the Crashir .
Crew arecz to refit, :

13 June 1968. YR-31 (HMM-161) crashed in LZ Tuwrkey nesr ‘the Kne -Sanh
strip killing the pilot and co-pilot., The rest of the crew and passengers
escaped without injuries. Cause of the accident is still under investigation.

20 June 1968, The Dong Ha ammunition dump caught fire by gction of enemy
rbundse. The Crash Crew stoodby since they could not get close enough %0
the fire because of exploding shells. The Dong Ha ammo dwmp exploded along i-
with the POL dump. The fire lasted for several hours.

v

2L June 1968, During the night Quang Tri airfield received several enemy
rockets with no damage to personnel or equipment,

23 June 1968, Two CH~46 gircraft fram HMM-161 and 2 UH-1E gunships froam
VHO-6 were called uwpon to extract a recon team that was in heavy contact
with NV. troops north of Dong Ha. The gunships directed fixed wing air-
craf't - which prepped the area for three hours, while the CH-46 gircraft
orbilted and waited to go in for the extract. The gunships rearmed three
times and expended over 100 rockets and 10,000 rounds of 7.62 in.
suppressive fire. With darkness gpproaching the HMM-161 CH-467s went
into the zone and extracted the team. 4ill aircraft involved in the

. extraction were exposed to hegvy .50 caliber fire Wut managed to complete

- the mission without taking any hits. .

2. While scouting an NVA mortar position, two UH-1E gunships

22 Jrse 0P
from V{05 came under heavy .50 caliber fire. After delivering a full
§ T orénaree-load.on,the position, the flight returned to Khe Sanh to inspect
{ CiggWgiensiroralt £ o damage. Rearming and finding that no damage had been

R

; inclited, ‘thelginships returned once more to the target., They were
“joincd-by.two A-Y aircraft and during the attack one {,—-4 sus tained
battle damage and the pilot ejected. The pilot was picked up by one

of the gunships and returned to Quang Txi.
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2 June 1968. "pircraft fram ProvMiG-39 flew a tactical troop 1lift in
support of Operation Kentucky. 20 CH-46 aircraft were supplied by HMM-161
and HMM-262. ' 4 UH-1E gunships-for.cover and’ 1' UH-1E slick aircraft wae. . .
supplied by WMO-6: - The 1lift was Separated imto two main elements, HMM—262
lifted. spproximately 000 troops from YD275668 and dropped them in a series
of pre=~selected landing zones in the vicinity of grid square YD1669.
EMM-161 1if ted approximately 600 troops from Camp Carrol to the zones in
grid square YD1468, a third Marine force was to walk in from the vacinity
of grid sguare 2167, thus forming a three pronged sweep from the North,
Southwest and Southeast. 4 fourth force, consisting of ARVN units acted
as a blocking force on the Eastern border of the TAOR. Fixed wing flights
prepped the area with hard. ordnznce ' and negpalm- while the UH~1E gunships
prepped individusl landing zones. One UH-1E slick acted as a C&C dird
carrying the trocp commanders on an airbornme reconnaissance of the landing
areas Only one fire incident was reported by the tramsport helicopters.
One zircraft was hit with small arms fire but demage was limited.

28 June 1968. At epproximately 0930 the tower notified she Crash Crew that
an .rmy UH-1H was inbound with tail rotor trouble.’ During the final approach
the aircraft lost complete tail rotor control and crashed on the taxiway.
The Crash Crew responded, extlngulshed the smgll fire and. rescued five of
the eleven personnel ahoard : _

2o Perso;mel. Cntlcal shortages exists a8 follows: .

7563 - ‘A eritical shortage exists in second tour or
S expe;-ience-d aviators.
6319 ‘. | : .Jx-éritical silortage exists in the supervisory

. ‘ranks F=5 ‘through E-T.

ba HM-161. No critical shortages :exists.

.C-o.' 2@_’[:'262
428 RF_MARKS
u20 ‘ . crltlcal shortage exlsts in supervisory

o l'personnel in ranks BE-5 through E=T.
d.‘ i@lg'iga No crltlc-al shortages exists. . “BN@[LASSNHE'%

3, sdaninistration. Administration contlnuea to be hemper"é[ by the
shortage of offlr-e eqmpment and materials.e

. IR T Fnclosure (l)
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4o jwardse The following award Teccmmendations have beon subaitted
during this period.

ae DFClg = 2 _

be Bronze Star -1

Ce Silver Star - 2

d., 4ir Medals ~ 2121

es Navy Commendation - 5
fe Navy Achievement - 2

5¢ Casualities = ' )

ae Hostile: KIas:. 3
WIAs 5

b. Non-hostile: Dals 1
CTHER: S

6. Morale/Welf are Programs

as The officer's club is in the final stages of completion,
Opening is anticipated diiring the month of July.

be 4s the new mess hall is completed the old one will be utilized
as an enlisted club and recreation halls

- L pdren K T pae e @
oot P S i N Y

Ce A new prefab bulldlng for special services has been received and
constBuction is anticipated very soon.

de Religious Servieesg

(1) sunday.Services Number Attendance Commoned

A« M. 5 248 83

P. M. 5 86 63
Ruoan Ca,thélic ﬁﬁés 5 2719 215
Lbz (Mormon) 4 18

. N/a
(2) Rducation | , : ) /\
| UNgrg

Religious Discussion Group: Attendance 22 SS”FﬂE@

8 . - Enclosure (1)
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(3) Counseling

Religious ’ ‘ 8

Pre-Marital - 6

Domesiic @Gonflict. 10

Character Disorder 15

Pgychoneurotic 4

Transf er~Discharge 6

Red Cross 6

Miscellagmeous 11

sbove individuals seen in therspy more than once 32
Total professional counsallng cases for June 93

-

7. Civie AC u_u‘f-n

The Group Chgplin, ,LCDR RODNEY R. SCHEER, CHC, USN, a Lutheran Pastor,
also serves as the Civic gction Officer. During the month of June the
Group Civic fction Program was organized. The gres of responsibility for
PROVMiG-39 is in Trieu Phong District borderimgthe Song Thach Han River.
4 Personal Response School was conducted on 25 June 1968 with 27 students
attending. The following contributions were made through the PROVMAG-59

Chgpel gnd Civic jction Program:

180 pencils _
1 pair children's shoes
2 dolls

. .15 pads writing paper

‘1 case cherry pie filling
1 case dehydrated onions
1 case dehydrated cabbage .
15 cases cormmeal ’
38 aases powered milk .. .

These items were 'giveri to the Trieu Phong District Chief for further
distribution to the refugees in the district.

8, Intells gence

ae {eitnale Intelligence support of Group Operations continued to
2 an increased utilization of agrial photography and visual

Improve witn -
reconnaissance, Low level oblique aerial photograsphy was obtained of
HLZ's for a multi-battalion vertical assualt ®elow Khe Sarh 1-10 June.

Efforts to provide more detailed intelligence briefings before large
Ooperations were more successful, especially that prior to a multi-battalion
1lift into "Leaiherneck Square" (Operation Kentucky) beginning 16 June.

The intelligencé net erystallized during this month into the channels
ction 8 of enclosure (1).

shown in the pendix.. art III se
WY 9 Enclosure (1)
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be Statistica

Fire incidents 10k
Hit incidents 24
Total hits 84
tircrev casualities 5 WIA (m) (from hostile fire)
Spot reports 3

. &, Significanv Intelligence Developments. Enemy action against
PROVMiG-39 was reflected by the large number of ground to air incidents
{see paragraph b sbove) and an attack on the Quang Tri Combat Base at
2250H on 21 June. 15 Rockets impacted in the 3HD MARDIV (Rear) area with
1 rocket landing on the alr bese's light aircraf ¥ ranp inflicting light
danages The rocket attack was accompanied ¥y a light ground probe (small
arms fire and B-40 rockets) on the NW side of the QTCB perimeter,

Bromy initiated ground action was very light with NVA/VC Main Force
Units apparently moving into their base ‘areas. Agent reports said they
were preparing an jutunn-Winter Offensive to begin around 20 July, the
snniversary of the partition of Northughd South Vietnam.

On 16 June cnemy helicopters were spotted ‘on radar, apparently
resupplying artillery positions along the IMZ from Tiger Island.
Helicopter sightings continued for .hout #wo weeks and were accompanied by
inorecased incidents of artillery fire on our northern positions culminated
by the complete destruction of the Dong Ha Ammo Supply Point,

9, - plr Operations

ae June Totalg

RGO BAX_ MEDEV/CS MEDEV.C MISSIONS HRS SORTIES
3173,% Tons * 43,913 2020 55k FELY 22,80
ba. Q,uartérly Totals : | .
n787,0 Tons 83,064 8023 2150 14 834,13 53,948
6. ici.ls Trom 26 Feb 68 to 30 June 68
T4i7.% Dons 89,757 9868 %652 18,3949 63,408
10, s -mand Pelationships |
| t‘.‘a:m’f.“fm““au;»’ili__ayy headquarters First Marine alrcraft Wing was eStabtleS-;I}é?d

: andi-opepetingal

| S s tarnt Wing. T

=
T reag,,

Queng Tei, RV on 20 June 1968, BGen HOMER S. HILL,
apder, First Marine iireraft Wing is presently assigned
NS Ty 10 Enclosure (1)
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$o this command post.
be The f 0.?'.1ﬂ'o)‘:ﬁlg;‘c'oﬁgi‘atu‘}iéfmy nessage was recelved;

'J{he support provided Task Force Hotel by the 1lst Marine pircraft
Wing during the rezent Robin North ani South. actions was magnificent, ~ '
Total logistic: and cdmbat &lUpport rendered by Marine Air to two regiments

in the assualt wroté a rew pagé in the history-of the Marine air<Ground Team.
Skillful and tireless helicopter support carried the seven infantry — °
battalions of the 1st snd l4th Marines in a rapid series of assualts and °
maneuvers through major enemy strong holds in the rugged terrain south -

of Khe Sanh, Through the ‘rapidly changing and -widely spread operation '
18,700 troocps were lifted in cambat assualt and maneuvers. The seven
infant¥y batialiong, plus 9 firing batteries of ‘artillery were resupplied
continuglly, altogether, 3,200 tohs of food, water, ammunition, and other .
necessary suprlies wers delivered by Marine helicopters during Robin North
and South, The high mooili+d plus’ the massive level: of logistic support
delivered directly to the engaged companies and battalions wherever they
were loc:ted; gave ground comrenders & new freedom of action vhich - =
contributed directly to their ability to out maneuver and to out shoot the
enery at every tnray on his own ground. 0 0 C ‘

Day and nigﬁt alr support, closely woven into the scheme of ground
maneuver by lst MAW fixed wing att,ck aircraft, ohservation pilots, and
air support rader teams rounded out the Air Ground Tear Packages - Manegve_r
of ground units by foot and by helicopter, behind a screen of highly
accurate, timely, snd lethal air support, helped keep friendly losses %o
minimum levels daring bold maneuvers in strongly held enemy ter'ra:u:l. .
Marine fixed wing aircraft flew over 1,300 sorties’ in 18 days, .del.lve_rlng
2,180 tons of ordnance including 235 missions and 439 tons dP:llvered at
night ond during bad weather. Fixed wing alr during the actions ¢enged .
65 scoondary explosions, destroyed 17 mortars, 27 al.ltcmatlc weagpons and
(lmkﬂm\n.l) sv.tigireraft positions, 2 artillery p_ositlops, 380 er.xemy punkers and
35 1ig1ting holes and cavess

Marine Air-Ground Team Package was

agein mm 2 astly clear. £96 reguler troops of the North V:?.etnamese Army
were %iil=1 in Robin North and South between 1 and 9 June in whatdwas it
bef ore .emy stronghold. The professicnz_a.l excglle.nce and can- i spir
by 18471/ ;ersonnel were key factors in meklng_th:\.s extremely challenglng
. 1 ell done end congratulations to the persomnnel of
Wing for a superbd performgnce. BGen HOFFMAN sendss

ithe effectiveness of the

cos.at -on poseirle,
lgt .ocine jirersft

S
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ll.“Ground Defense

se The MP unit and the T.D personnel from the squadrons were merged into
one security unit, providlng more effective utlllzatlon of exlstmg manpower ‘

and more compleéte-controly = - - e bia T EERE RN

be The watch tower was 'take“n over from 3rd Recon ‘and is manned on a
2 hour basis. The laying of wire and minor earthwork repairs to the
perimeter were complctedg

12, Base Development/Mllltary Conetructlon

ae The below listed items were completed or started during the month
of June 1968:

T

(1) Completion of two (2) TAFDS berms at LZ Stad.
'(2) 1Installation of a complete new laundry unit, this should give
us samewhat better service than in the past with fewer mechanical breakdowns.

(3) The new messhall has finally been completed, construction wise,
by MCB-1l, We still lack many modifications and equipment changes which is
being accomplished by the utilities section. The opening date is undetermined.

[IMBLASSIFIED
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