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Command Chronology for Marine Air Traffic Control Unit 66
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Command Chronology
1 August 1968 To 31 Lugust 1968
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
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PART 1 ORGANIZATIONAL DATA -

le Staff

Qe

be

Ce

Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39

(1) col, Walter SIENKO 1-31 Aug 68
z) LtCol. Louis-Ae GULLING - 1=31 Aug 68
3) Capte Lawrence E. TANKSLEY 1~31 Aug 68
L) Maje  John Ae HATHAWAY 1-31 Aug 68
5) Maje  Arthur C, CRINE 1~31 Aug 68
6) Maje  David C. WORKMON 1-31 Aug 68
7) Maje = William'Aa McGAW Jr.' 1-31 Aug 68
8)- LCdrs Rodney Re SCHEER :-':° - 1-31 Aug 68
9) Lt. Drewry H. MORRIS 1-31 Aug 68

Provis:Lonal Headquarters aqd Ma:Lntena.nce Squadron
(1) See page 1 of enclosure (1) to enclosu.re (2)
Ma.rlne Med:Lum Helicopter Squadron 161 |

c‘q.
X0 -+
S-1/Ldjutant
Se2”

5-3

S« : :
Avn Safety O
""Chaplain
Flight Surgeon

39

" () See page l of" enclosure (l) to enclosu_re (3),~.~.-

- de

' Marine Med:.um He]icopter Squadron 262

(1) See page 1of enclosure (1) to enclosure (h}.-

Ce

£

Ee

Marine Observation Squadron 6

‘(l) See page 1of enclosure (1) to enclosure (5)‘

Marlne Adr Trai‘f:l.c Control UnJ.t 62

(1) See page 1lof enclosure (l) to enclosure (6)

Marine Air Trai‘flc Control Unlt 66

(1) Sce page 1 of enclosure (1) ’oo enclosure (7)
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2. Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39
First Marine Aircraft Wing
Fleet Marine Force Pacific, FPO San Franc:l.sco, 96602
1~31 August 1968

3« Average Monthly Strength
Marine Officers = - 205 Marine Enlisted 1040
Navy Officers -5 Navy Enlisted v 17
Lo Importa.ntl Vigitors:
General LEONARD F. CHAPMAIN Jr., Commandant of the Marine COrﬁs
Major General PAUL J. FONTANA, lDeputy Commanding General, FMF s PACIFIC
| PIRT 1T

~ During the month of 1-31 August 1968, units of Provisional Marine
Adrcraft Group 39 supported the following Operations: XENTUCKY,
LANCLSTER II, SCOTLAND II and NAPOLEON/SALINE. Flying in support of
Task Force Hotel and Operation LANCILSTER II utilized most of the re=
gources of the Group, with only minor troop and logistical require=
ments in the SCOTLAND II TAOR. Operation KENTUCKY did not account for
many hours of the Group, though costly in aircraft and personnel.

Weather has not been a hampering factor except for the heavy €rosSs
wind conditions which cut down on the 0=l operations. .

Statistically, Provisional Marine Adrcraft Group 39 flew 5,07245
hours in 18,088 sorties. There were 35,037 troops carried, and 2, 63142
tons of cargo, in a total of 745 med=evac missions flown there were 118
emergencies, 668 priorities and 578 routine med=evacs carried.

fboard the airfield, the Enlisted Club was opened in the old Mess=
hall and thc construction of the Officerst Club was completed and is now.
opchie
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1 August 19687 The ‘
hou.rs ane the siph ing of rocket pos _ti_ons as the}r fired on the Rockpile.

at the time. e

3 August 1968. The VMO-6 UH-lE Gu.ns}n.ps ass:.gned to cover a: scheouleu - .
Jtroop 1lift were diverted to 'an emergency extraction of a recon teams .. -
Working under a 100 ceiling, the initial section of {;unshlps were: u.nable
to provide adequate ‘cover for the CH=l618 of HMM-lél. “The CH-h6's took
heavy small arms flre on approach and waved off, “kfter: monng the LZ -

150 meters, and with ‘the ‘arrival of another ‘section of gunships on station,
the CATTL;JCALL dircraft again went down and was able to effect: the plck
up, with the guns dellverlng ei‘fectlve suppress:.ve f:Lre. "

£ 19685 “The" GH-hé's of HMM=161* and HIM=262" covered 'by ‘thé gun=-"
shlps of VMO=6 worked on two troop ‘Lifts carrying 1100 troops and 19.l
tons [of cc.rﬂo. A.n actlve ‘mortar" posltlen gpotted: by the O-l a:.rcrai‘t of
VMO=6" was”~ “takér -under fire by ‘the HUEY- gunships resultlng 1n two KBA's““
and two socondary explosions. T :

his’ englnes. Due %o, h::.s load, “the CH-hé could not rema:l.n’ aJ.rborne and
a controlled crash: la.nd:.np was" made in'a thick jungle canopys .- Mter

destroy:l.ng the Fadios ahd with the aid. oi‘ the recon’ team?s radio, - the ,
crew plus ‘the recon’ tea.m moved to: the wegt. of the' crash. gite to 2= stream
beds - The lead” GH-h6 pilotéd by Gapta.ln HERBERG- went into the stream bed
and. successfully plcked up the crew. a.nd the team under the face of the A

, A.t Quang Tri Airfield the ‘crash crew responded "to a: fJ.re on an Army
UH-l. The* Firg’ was’ extlngulshed mth no injuries to flight crew or the
crash crew personnel. R S ‘ . . D

8 August 1968. Recon’ insertions and: extractlons were the order oi‘ the. day,
along with logistical support of Task Force Hotel based at VANDERGRIFT
Combat Base, i‘omerly Lz STUD., The UH=1E slick i‘lew 5.0 ‘hours carrylng
the CG, 3rd MarDiv to nearly all the flre bases in his T!‘.,OR to V'ls:n.t his
Fleld Gomnders.

9 August 1968. A m.ght energency. extract:.on of a recon team surrounded by
NVi. was accompllshc,d ‘through, the teemrork of Hl’ﬂ‘!I-262 and VVI0~6. ‘
Lo, S '

qu,outm (1) D
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A.Egust 1968, Recon extractions again proved to be the highlight of
the day as they were successful in an emergency situation due largely to
the close coordination of the VMO=-6 and HMM-262 aircrews. Suppressive
fire by SEAWORTHY kept the NVA fire minimal as the CHATTERBOX aircraft
went into a zone under fire to extract a téam that had one man woundede
The extraction was completed successfully without further injuries to
personnel or battle damage to the aircrafte

15 August 1968e VMO-6 gunships were launched to support.a recon team
that was surrounded by NVAe The two gunships operated in marginal weather
created by a rainstorm to effect the relief of the recon team by a
company of Marines supported by tanks. After rearming and expending
their ordnance three times, the units were joined, due largely to the
direction of the SEAWORTHY sectlon which achieved 8 KBA's during the
mlssmn. .

16 fugust 1968, ALl the squadrons of ProviAG-39 flew in support of
Operation LANCASTER II, with several emergency mlssions in the form of
troop lifts and resupply. HMM=262 sustained several battle domaged air-
craft and wounded crewmen in efforts to accompllsh their mission often in
mn.urnl weathers '

17 August 1968. Troop lifts were the order of the day, with 1986 troops
carriede The Group flew 1735 flight hours in 673 sorties. ’

19 August 1968+ A tactical troop lift along the southern boundary of ‘the
DMZ occupled most of the assets of ProvMAG-39. CGoing into zones which
had been prepped by artillery and airstrikes, all of the CH-L6 aircraft
took fire on the approaches to the various LZ's, and casualties were
sustaineds " Durlng the afternoon, one CH=L46 of HNM-262 was destroyed by
enemy fire as'he attempted to-land,” resulting in- the death of the crew
ch:Lef and two gunners a.nd serlous injury to” ‘the two pllots. R

21 August 1968. : A ‘recon: extractlon proved to be the’ hlghllght of- the

day when the team to be'picked up spotted several NVA around their zone.
The UH«1E gunships of VMO=6 expended their<ordnance on the NVA and -
directed a FINGERPRINT O-1 from VMO-6 to their location. After the
gunbirds departed the FINGERPRINT pilot ran-a flight of fixed wing on the ‘
NVA positions Upon returning; -the-gunbirds fired suppressive -fire as =~ -
the CH=416 went 1nto the recon tg™ LZ and completed the extraction w:.thout
fu_rthcr 1nc1dcnt. SRR : .

TCLOE ( l)
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22 August 19684 Resupply of 3rd MarDiv units in the field was hampered
by enemy firee. During a recon team insertion, a HMM=161 CH=L6 took

heavy small arms fire which killed one crew member and wounded two otherse
An 0=l from VMO=6 was working with a Marine ground unit in contacét with
NVA, Directing airstrikes against the enemy, FINGERPRINT L9 was akble to
cleim 3 bunkers and 10 NVA destroyed on one drop alone.

2l fugust 1968 While covering a resupply mission to Hill 950 “two of the

gun birds of VMO-6 discovered an enemy mortar. position and destroyed it.

In the evening, the CH-L6's of HMY-262 received an emergency extract

mission of a team surrounded by NVA and under attacke Once airborne,

the mission was changed to pick up a platoon and reinforce the recon

team. Trying to insort the platoon, tho two OH=l6'e took héewy fire which

wounded two crewmen and thé co-pilot of the second. -aircrafte The: p:.lot

took the wounded back to. their Ppick up point with one. engine. knocked.

out and transferred the wounded to the lead aircraft. The pilot of the

second aircraft then managed to get the battle damaged aircraft bagk.to?,

Quang Trie Getting another aircraft and crew, the same section went .out -

to continue the mission but the sccond aireraft crashed on the approach

to the troop.pick up zone, probably due to enemy fire. A CH=L6 from
HM1~161, assigned night med=evac, with the aid of VMO-6 gunships,

locatcd the crashed aircraft and landed to extract. the crew.: All:.of the

med=-evac crew except the pilot in command got out to rescue the crew,

some of which were pinned in the wreckagee With a new .section formed,

the mission was again resumed, but forced to dlscontlnue because of

intense enemy. fire in the gone.. : -

25 August 1968s The recon team that had gotten into the.trouble. on the
prévious night was extracted by the CHATTERBOX aircraft oi' HMII-262 without
sustaining any battle damagece. . A ;

28 August 1568. Recon extractions again proved to be the highlight »f
the daye During an extraction of HASTY FOOT recon team, the gunbirds of
VMO~6 fired suppressive fire on 3 to L #50CAL: positions, enabling the

CH-L61's to make the extractions After its successful completion, the
VMO=6 section’ returned to reglster artillery on the NVA positions.

31 fugust 1968 The aircraft of ProwiiiG339 flew 15948 flight hours to
end the month, Prmarlly in support of Operation LINCISTER IT. *©

]

1. Personnel. Cr:Lt:Lcal shortages exist, as follows.

a. VMO~6

macsms 1) | UNCLASSIFIED |
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MOS REMARKS

6319. : A critical shortage ex:Lsts 1n the lower. pay grades.

be HM-161 No critlca.l shertages e:ast. .

cy HMM=262
MOS REMARKS
. 6320 ' A crltlcal shortage exists in the superviscfy ranks

. E=6 and E-7.
de HEMS=39 No critical shortages existe

2 Administrations Administration cortinues to be hampered by the
shortage of office equlpment and materials,

3¢ Awardse The following award reconunendatlons have been submitted
during this perlod.

a. TDFC's - - 28
b Silver Star = 5.
c; Bronze Sta.f - -2
de Air Medals =  SE Single Mission 1530 FiightZStrike
Ce Navy Commendation = =~ 11
“fo Navy Achievemenf - L
Le .Casualtives
a. Hostile:  KIA: | 6
WIAt ‘33

be Non=Hostile: : DAI: O

‘omm w|UNGLASSIFIED

Se¢ Morale/Welfare Programs '

ae Conversion of the old”‘:'messhall into an Enlisted Club was

s - P i
R
e
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~ completed and is now'open-for businesse

be Construction has. started on twenty eix (26) new SEA huts.
Completion of this project will provide adequate billetlng for all .

persommels

ce Ten new heads have been issued for use, -

de Installation of hot water heaters has been started in 'bhe

officers showerse

6. Religious Services A’

as Sunday Celebrations'

Chaplain Scheer (Lutheran)

Chaplain Klapps, (Roman Gatholic)

. Chaplain Boreczky (Roman Catholic)

be Weekday/Holy Day/Hemorlal Scrvices

Total

-Roman Cathollc Assmnptlon BVM

.\.

;.Memorial Sem ces

Co Education
Religious
Religious

Lectures-

Discussuon Group

Instruections

de Pastorzl Counseling and Therapy

Religious

Pre‘Marital

Domes t:Lc Confllcts ‘

\ww@mssm@ \

Number Attéhdaﬁce 7 Communad

23 .
287 -

26.

10

21 -

12 .. .

95

3
82

. 250

20 .

‘ N/Ai

N/

N/A
N/&
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Number
Character Disgrder - 11
Transfer~Discharge . | - ' 6
Red Cross . © 13
Hospital Visits L 7
Brig Visits - L
Miscellineous -'. | 12

Above individuals seen in therapy more
than one time . : 22

Total Professional Counseling cascs for
August 1968 104

7. Civic Affairs

Eighteen Civie 4ffairs Trips were made in the MAG=39 Civic Action
Lrea of Responsibilitye 102 persons from the Group -composed the teams
implementing Personal Response¢ and Civic Action Projects. Four Dent=
Caps were conducted by Dre Je MUNCE. The dontist treated seventeen
patients with twenty-three tooth extractionse The following material
assistance was rendered to the Vietnamese peoples

10 1lbse of writing paper
‘,FL»S:.(-_dozen-';scthi pencils
36 gallons of milk
250 1bse of fish
168 1bs of wicners .

200 1lbs of apples

30 1bs of oranges
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16' chlldrens rubber sw1mm1ng pool‘
lh lbs. of clothlng
100 bars of soap,
3 truck loads of scrap lumber o . S Coe
1 resettlement kit o . |
1 m&Sonry'k;t
1 blacksmith kit
3 carpenter kits
’ 20 lbs. of candy

Be Intelllgence ‘

" Generale Inteclligence support of Group Operations continued to
expand during the month of Auguste. The S=2 Officer was appointed Liaison
Offiéer to.the 3rd Marine Division. G=2/G~=3 and now makes weekly visits
to the 3rd Marine Division CP to. exchange ideas and promote better under=
standlng between -air and ground units in the Planning and carrying out
of air operationse Daily visits are made to 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion-
to exchange information and expand coordination of Técon insertions/
extractionse. The Recon SITREP is picked up each morning and included in
the S=2 portion of the Commandlng Offlcer‘s mornlng briefinge

Statlstlcs
Fire'Incidents : 100
Mreratt BIt L1
Arcraft Destroyed L
Adr Crew Casualties 33 WIA, 6 KIA
Spot Reports 0 R
Recon Inserts/Extracts 95
| 10
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Ce Inspectlon
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On lh.August Wing G-2 conducted an A & M Inspection of the
Group 5-2. A grade of satisfactory was given, with noteworthy items
noted as follows: An excellent display of current intelligence and
situation maps for briefings, excellent dissemination of intelligence
1nformat10n, excellent liaison and coordination with other intelligence
agencies, and the professional attitude and personal enthusiasm of the
1nte111gence personnel toward their assigned duties.

de Significant Intelligence Developments. During most of August
the enemy generally avoided contact and initiated only small unit and
harrassing or terror incidents in Quang Tri Province. Agent reports
throughout the month indicated that a country-wide "utumn-Winter
Offensive" would start on 19 August, but the date was not met and new
reports indicated that 2 September would be the new jump=off date.
Dong Ha, Camp Carroll, Cua Viet and several other OP's were hit by ar-
tillery fire from the DMZ on 26 August causing minor danage and a small
number of casualties. At 0100H on 23 August QTAB received 7-8 rounds
of 122MM rockets, which impacted primarily in the VMO=6 and HMM-262
arease. There Were no casualtlcs, one plane received moderate damage,
and all others received minor damage. Higher Headquarters said this
attack, along with similar acts throughout I Corps, were the opening
moves of the Autumn-Winter (Third) Offensive. At month's end, spoiling
operations by 3rd Marine Division units denicd the cnemy case of move~
ment, the ability to mass, and ruined his resupyly efforts on the coastal
plain Three divisional 51ze units, with two more across the DMZ, still
continued to menace Quang Tri as the month drew to a close.

9. Air Operations

ae AuguSt Totals

CARGO BAX MEDEVACS MEDEVAC MISCTONS

263142 TONS 35,037 1,661 L5 /
FLIGHT HOURS SORTIES - R
5,072.5 18,088

10. Medical Department

as The following statistics represent the actiVity of the Medical
Department during the month of August 1968:

(T s e
e VP,

] |
:(; "'z'!:'
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!

et

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

"" —

3sRER:gac
1% September 1968

| ttgLasSIFiED |

{

(1) Total patients scen at sick call

(2) Total number of inw-patients

(3) Total number of physical examinations

(4) Total immunizations

12
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