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HEADQUMTERS 
ProvisicJJeJ. 11arinG Aircraft Group 39 

1st Marine Aircraft Wing 
Fleet Marine Force Pacific 
FPo San Francisco, 96602 

From: Commanding Ofticer 

3.:RRR:gao- '. ' 
5750 
Serl ;03.&260-68 
16 September 1968 

To: Commanding General, First Marine Aircraft Wing (G-3) 

... :..> 

Subj:. Command Chronology for the period of 1-)1 August 1968; submission of 

Ref: (a) WgO 5750.10 

Enel: J(l) 
J(2) 

J(J) 
J(4) 
J(5) 
1(6) 
J(7) 

Command Chronology for Provisional Harine Aircraft Group 39 
Connnand Chronology for Provisional Headquarters and 
Maintenance Squadron 39 
Command Chronology for Marine lvledium Helicopter Squadron 161 
Command Chronology for Imine Medium Helicopter Squadron 262: 
Command Chronology for Marine Observation Squadron 6 ~~ 
Connnand Chronology for Harine Air Traffic Control Ubi t 62 ,Iii 
Command Chronology for }iarine [..ir Traffic Control Unit 66 

1. In accordance with the instructions contained in reference (a), 
enclosures (1) through (7) are subnitted herewith. 
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\ \UJOO~~~,W~~ 0 •• ; 

• ~_ 1 \, ... " • 

FART 1 ORGANIZATIONAL DATA· .. . i: 

1. Staff 

a. Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39 

(1) 
. . 

Col. Walter SIENKO 1-31 Aug 68 c.o. 
(2) Ltdol. Lottis'A.· GULLING 1-31 Aug 68 x.o. 
(3) Capt. Lawrence E. TANKSLEY 1-31 Aug 68 s-l/Adjutant 
(4) t1aj. John A. HATHJ~AY 1-)1.Aug 68 S-2· 
(5) Maj. Arthur C. CRANE 1-)1 Aug 68 5.-3 
(6) Maj. David C. WORKMON 1-)1 Aug 68 S-4 
( 1) Ma·j. ,. William' A. 11cGl~W Jr. 1-31 Aug 68 Avn Safety 0 
(8) , LCdr. Rodney R. SCHEER:'·'· 1-31 Aug 68 'Chaplain 
(9) Lt. Dre~ H. UORRIS - 1-31.Aug 68 Flight Surgeon 

-' 
b. Provi5ionalHeadquarters end Maintenance Squadron 39 

", .' 

'. 

(1) See page 1 of enclosur~ (i)' to enclosure (2) 

c. Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161 

(l) See 'page 1 of: enclosure· (1)· to enclosure (3) ., 

. d. -Marine Meditnn Helicopter Squadron 262 

(1) See page 1 of enclosure (1) to enclosure (4},· 
, , 

e. Imine Observation Squadron 6·-: 

(1) See page 1 'of enclos~e (1-) to enclosure' (5) 
,-,; • J <: :. 

f • ~1arine Air Traffic Contro;t Unit, 62 . ': , 

(1) See page 1 of enclosure (1) to enclosure (6) 

g. 11arine Air Traffic Control Unit 66 • 

(1) See pag~ 1 of enclosure (1) to encloeure (7) 
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2. Provisional Marine l..ircrai't Group 39 
First ~1arine Aircraft WiI\~ 
Fleet Marine Force Pacific, FPC San Francisco, 96602 
1-31 August ,1968 

3,. i~vcrage MonthJ.y Strength 

Marine Officers 

Navy Officers 

4. Im.portant Visitors: 

205 

5 

Marine Enlisted 

Navy Enlisted 

1040 

17 

General LEONlillD F. CHJl.PNl.N Jr., Commandant of the Marine Corps 

Hajor General PAUL J 0 FONTANA, Deputy Commanding General, FMF, PACIFI;C 

PART II 

During tho month of 1-31 AU8~t 1968, units of Provisional Marine 
liircraft Group 39 supported the following Operations: KENTUCKY, 
LANCASTER II, SCOTIJJID II and NAPOLEON/SALINE. Flying in support of 
Task ForCE:} Hotel and Operation LIJJCI>.STER II utilized most of the re­
sources of the Group, with only minor troop and logistical require­
ments in the SCOTLIJID II TAOU. Operation KENTUCKY did not account for 
many hours of the Group, though costly in aircraft and personnel. 

\'leather has not been a hampering factor except for the heavy cross 
wind conditions which cut down on the 0-1 operations. 

Statistically, Provisional MarinG Aircraft Group 39 flew 5,072.5 
hours in 18,088 sorties. There were 35,037 troops carriGd, and 2,631.2 
tons of cargo, in a total of 745 med-ovac missions flown there were 418 
emergencies, 668 priorities and 578 routine med-evacs carried. 

Aboard the airfield, the Enlisted Club was opened in 'the old Mess­
hall and tho construction of the Officers' Club was completed and is now. 
open. 
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';" • ,',iPJ~'III SI~NIFI~ EvENW ~'\:, ": ',;~~;~:f~ 
c~~~~.~t~~S~~~~n~~Of~t.,~~·<:'?i;· ':·'H,!1\'\;.;,·", . :;·Wt{:;,H. i ,?? 
1 August:·1968.; .. /fh~:TJH-:U:.· ~~hip.~ ::o1'r;y:t19~ ;:'~it:gr~,ed :'~he 'JJ~9~~h\:Vf.L ~!f~::~.~ < 
l1ours. an!;! th~·sigh.~iJ1g '0.fjrqql~~t pqsit1;o~,"aS ,.tb.eyffred::on:tl:le. RqclqJi;le. 
£"uppressive' fire ,wt1a· 'd~liYe.rE!·ct':but~riO ~~~e,:aBs~S~?~' cp¥d/'Q~'~~';; ':'., 
at the time •. ,. "': .>,;.: ,...., ,.·r';'·~:·:-:- . ~ .' ... :'::7~ 

, .~ .~': .": ,' ....... : :~:.:' "~.1.~ ~jl~··'t·". ,', t.'.~ · .•. t,,: >!.:.· .. :~-·:·r~~:·~·. :," _J ,-

3 14ugust 1968. ,TheVMO-6 UH -lE . GubBhips' as,signed' to. cov~r. a :.e:ched1,lle~l 
,troop n;ft 1ve~ diverted to an $ergency e~ractidnof a rccori"team •.. 
WorIO.ngunder a 409' coiling, . the initial section of' Guriships'weretinnble 
to proyid.eade~te ·cover·.fot the CH-46 ts bf 'lM:1~16h"'The'dH-46Is ;t.9ok: 
heavy '~mal.l' arms ':fire, on _ appt-oach aild',wayed' 'off, . 'After 'inbrlng . the' LZ .' . 
150 inete~s,.aru.! With 'the 'a.triva1of another . section of' gunships on'station, 
the ClI.T~ECALL aircraft again went' down ar,ldw~ able to' effect the pick, 
up, with the guns delivering effecti:Vc supprossive fire. .. .' -.' 

4 August. 1968 ~ ~''1'he ~'CH ';'46' f(;9f' 'IiMM;;;'161::', ,cirid~ HMM';'262~:'do~er~~V~:;thE( gtJri .... ..: ~. 
/Ships. of W.10~ wQrked on' two -troop 'lifts . catJ:Ying '1100 troops and. 19.1 
~ons:ofcargo:{ ',i!.h;'activ~ :nlo~tar.:Posi~i~&:.spotted:·bi .the ~.b:'~~c4.r¢i<li::t:<?£.:~ 
VNO-6 'waso:t~eIi':ufider'fih3 ·t>yth¢·JHJEY;': gUrishi'ps:resUlting, in.-two: liBA's'·:::-< 

::;~S:~:~~i:~~~n:.jl~li~D,i1~.~~'v1ro;b~":.:~~; 
Hfh1';;2$2 ;,:·thc' ~e'cohd~ ·CH;..46:, tp9~' fire on. tl),e apprpae.h, ~knocking -6ut\on$ , of' 
his Jengine~·.: :·:t)uc·to, jp.s 16a~; ·:~he C~~U6:j:.c6l1id: no~ remro:n: ,aiz:l?9:rno,and.: . 
a co.nti'Q.lleid. cr/ish :'lajldingwa( nw:<+e~ i~' ~_: thiCk: 'jung~e.· c·aI:1opye' .. , A!yer,; :: .. 
destroying the radios'aftdwith tlie aid. of. the r.$ C,0l:l , te90Iil"s :rMioj.· ,!:-he_' 
cre~ pluS 'the' rccdn: teimt Iilovod :to' th~'~west of: the' crashsi te'tO, a~ stream .. 
bed. : 'The ~.ead· CH ~46 . 'pilot6d b.Y.' Captain HERBERG' ~e'nt into thC3 strealil bed 
and succe.~.sfUJ.:4r ; .pickep~pthci-~~~'to[.an.(t,the ·te~,U¢er, the, ~a.c'e,?f.;tilo':,;. 
en~liV fi~~·.;.1~·:· ; .. -.~,': ... , .- .. ~. ,'~: ._, ~~-,~~.: ':.>.~. :;'J .',:.:,: ....... ,_ ·>;.~~f .. "". 
. ',' At .. Qu~ln{r Tr~:14~:t'iol..c1;.,:the,~ cr~sh" ¢rcM;~~;nded: 1A,>: ~·'~~~;·p~:~1'·~ 
UHo.1.r.ThG~tir(;i' was' extfpgtiished ·w1th:·nd. injuries' ·to. ·1'llght 'cr.ew .or, the' . 
crash crewper'sonn~~,. ,:: .. < ,.: •• ,:,,>":.:.,I<r . ..... : "~., .. ~:':,,;~:~.:,::~:". 
8 August 1968~. Recon ins'crtiona airl: extract~bns' were the ·ord~;r. of,. the.da¥, 
along with logistical support of TaskForce Hote:L based' at· Vi\NDERGRlFT 
Combat Base,. i'omerly LZSTUD •.. The 'UH-lE slick :f~ew 5.0 ·ho~scalTyi.ng.· 
the GG, 3rd MarDiv' tohearlY all tho 'fir~ bases' in' his Tf~OR to' visit his: 
Field Cornmrinders. . ., '. " . <,' , . 

9 August 1968. A night er.tergency. exi:.raction of arecon team surr.oUnded by 
NVl. w1is accomplishEid through the tea$vork of HMH-262 and VMO~ •. '. -,' '.' .. 4'· .' ." .' . 

~lRE (1M~©U\$$UWUgt'('c,:, '.'" 
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14 August 1968. Recoil extractiocls again proved to be the highlight of 
the day as theY'lileresuccessful in an ,emergency situation due largely to 
the close coordination of the VMO-6 and JiMM-262 aircrews. Suppressive 
fire by SEAWORTHY kept the NVA fire minimal as the CHATTERBOX aircraft 
l-Tent into a zone under fire to extract a team that had one man wounded. 
The extraction was completed successfully vri thout further injuries to 
personnel or battle damage to the aircraft. 

15 AugUst 1968. VMO-6 gunships were launched to support, a recon team 
that was surrounded by NVA. The two" gUnships operated in marginal weath~r 
created by a rainstorm to effect the relief of the recon team by a 
company of Marines supported by tanks. After rearming and expending 
their ordnance three times~ the units were joined, due largely to the 
direction o~ the SEAWORTHY section which achieved 8 KEAts during the. 
mission. 

16 August 1968. All the squadrons of ProvMAG-39 flew in support of 
Operation LANCASTER II, with several emergency missions in the form of 
troop lifts and resupply. 1001-262 sustained several battle damaged air­
craft and wounded crewmen in efforts to accomplish their mission often in 
minimal. weather.' ;. . 

.::' l\ •• ' 

17 A~ust 1968. Troop lifts were the order of the day, with 1986 troops 
carrJ.ed. The Group flew 173., flight hours in 673 sorties. ' .. , " 

19 August' 1968. 'A, tactical troop lift along the southern boundary of the 
DHZ occupied most of the assets of Provl1lI.G-39. Going in:to zones which 
had been prepped by artillery' and airstrikes, all of the CH -46 aircraft 
took fire on the approaches to tho various LZ IS, and casualtiee were 
sustained.' During the afternoon;' one CH-466f rn":IM-262 was 'destroyed' by 
enemy fire as he attOIilpted'to land,' rosulting, in: the death of the: crew 
·cJ?of····and >,two: g~e'rs Dild s~rio~' "inj'l:lTY ~ ··~tlle twc( pilots .• ·· . .' 

21 AuguSt 1968'. ' A recoIl' extractiOripi'oved to be tho 'highlight ?fthe 
day When the team tobe'picked 'up spotted several NVA around their z'one_ 
TheUH-lE gunShipS of VHO-6 'expended their':ordnanc8 on the NVA and 
directed a FINGERPRINT 0-1 from m1o-6 to their location. After the 
:riunbirQS departed the 'FINGERPRINT· pilot ran n flight of fixed Wing on the ' 
NV.Il. position. Upon retui'ning"thegunbirdsfired suppressive ·fire as " 
the cH-46 went' into the reconts'LZ and c'ompleted the extraction' without 
further incident.' "" ' . , 

, .... , .,' 
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22 August 1968 •. ~supply of .3rd, MarDiv u.n;1tsin the field Waf! ~pered 
by enemy fire. During a; recon team insertion, a HMM-161 CH':'46 took 
heavy small arms fire whic? killed one cr.w mem1?er and wounded two others. 
An 00-1 from VMO-6 was world.ng with a Marine ground unit in contact with 
NVA. Directing airstrikes against the en.enw, FINGERPRINT 49,:was able to 
cl&im.3 bunkers and 10 WA destroyed on one drop alone. 

24 ll..ugust 1968. While covering a resupply missioft to Hill 950, tl-lO of the 
gun birds of VMO-6discovere<;i an enel1'l.Ymortar positiQIl and destroyed it. 
In the evening, . the' CH-46's of HMrvI-262 req~ived an emergency extract 
mission of a team surrounded by NVi~ and under attack. Once airborne, 
the mission was changed to. pick up a platoon and reinforce the recon 
team. Trying to ineort tho platoon. tho two OI~-4616 took he~ 'fire which 
wounded two crewmen and the co-pilot of .tpe se~ondaircpo.ft. Th,e pilot •. 
took the wounded back to their "pick up point with otlE:ol'lglm:i. knoCked .. 
out and transferred the wounded to the lead aircraft. The pilot of the, 
second. ?ircrq.ft then managed to get the bat:tl~ damaged aircraft, .btipkt.o\, 
Quang Tri. Getting another aircraft and crew, the same section went .. out, 
to continue the mission but the second aircraft crashed on the approach 
to the troop-pick up zone, probably due to enemy fire. A CH-46 trom 
HMM-161:, assigned night med-evac, with the aid of V110-6 gunships, 
located the crashed aircraft and landed to e~ract .. the crew.: All of the 
med-evac crew except the pilot in command got out to rescue the crew, 
some of which were pinned in the wreckage. With a. new ,section formed, 
the mission was again resumed, but forced to discontinue because of 
intense enemy. fire in 11he zone. 

J •• ' .', • •• ", 

25 August 1968. The recan toam that had gotton into ~he.trQuble on :the 
previous night was extracted by the CHATTEROOX aircraft of HMH-262 without 
sustaining any battle damage. 

28 August 1968. Recon extractions again proved to be the highlight .. ?f '. 
the day_During an extraction of HASTY FOOT recon team, the gunbifdS of 
VNO~ fired suppressi vefire on 3 to 4 .5OC1J.., positiqns,· epabling the 
CH -46 I ste make the extraction. l~ter its Bucc!3ssful completion, . the 
~10-6 section returned to register artillery on th~ NVA positions. 

3:1. August 1968.. The aircraft of ProvN1'.G~39 flew ~59.8; fUglJ,thours :to 
end the m~nth, priniarily in support of Op~ration IJ..NCl:..STER II. '. 

t .' ~<' . . .. ' ~:. .:: .:~ 

:L-. Personnel. Critical shortages e:xist.as follows: 
.', .. . , . . , : \ ," " :~ 

a.. VMO-6 . ,".' 

. r<'. 6 

ElICLC)SlJRE (l)IWJOO~Ul~nIFUm 
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6319·_ 

b~ HMM-161 

c. ~IM-262 

1'100 

6320 

d. H&MS-39 
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• 
. A critical shortage exists in the lower. pay grades. 

No critical shertages eiXist. 

A critical shortage exists in the supervisofy ranks 
. E-6 and E-7. 

No critical shortagos exist. 

2. Administration. Administration continues to be hampered b.1 the 
shortage of office equipment and materials. . 

3. Awards. The following award recommendations have been submitted 
during this period: . 

a. UFG's 28 

b. Silver Star 5 

c. Bronzo Star a 
d. Air l1e~ 55 Single Mission 1530 Fllght/Strike· 

e. Navy Commendation - 11 

f. Navy Achievement 4 

4. Gasua ltiee 

a. Hostile: KIA: 6 

WIA, 33 

b. Non-Hosti1e: , D.AI: o· 

eTHER: 10 

5. Morale/Welfare Pro~rams 
~:~~j; 

a. Conversion of the olci/mesah~ into an Enlisted Club was 
." ..... _.,. .. _", ~ ... .,., ....... , "'." •. , ...... __ .... f".,.~ .• -~ .. ~ 

7 ~ ;t~{'~_~~H1~:~;~.;:: .. ~. _ : l;~~'P~\.:.~~:); ~ 
; ,~.:Li\ll ,!;I 11:·1:., . . ... tENCLOSURE (1) , 
f ..... l .......... -' .. -·,.,.~,.., ... --·-·~··· 
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I.' . 

completed and is, now'open'.for business. 

b. Construction has. started on twenty six (26) neW SEA huts. 
Completion of this project will provide adequate billeting for all, 
personnel. '~ 

c. Ten new heads nave been issued for use. 

d. Installation ot ,hot water heaters has been started in the 
officers showers. 

6. Reli~ious Services 
, 

a. Sun~ Celebrations: Number Attendance Communod 

Chaplain Scheer (Lutheran) 8 207 95 
ChapL.-un Klappsj Roman ·Q~tboJi~). 4 'lll' 73 

Chaplain Boreczky (Roman Catholic} ,J! 109. 82 -
Total 16 427 250 

b. Weekda;vRo~ Daz/Hemo~a.l Services 
.. , , , 

, Roman Cath9lic Assumption, BVM, ' '2 23 ,20 . '. 
, ' 

,\.. 

: Jl1emoriaJ. Services a 287 N/1l. 
.. 

'.' ., ' . ,I' 

c. Education ., 

Religious Discussuon Group 
5 '" 

26 > N/l). 

Religious Instructions , ' 5" '10 N/A 

LectureB' 8: " 241 N/A 

d. Pastoral Counseli~ and Thera& 

Religious 12 .. ~ .' 

Pre~1ari. tal 4 '.: . 

Domestic Conflicts ~.: 

8 

_.---._- .. ,:,;: .... 
, , ..... ~~..,. , 

r®oo©U\~uwn~~ 
~4 . 

EN:CLOS ORE (1) , 
~ ." > • <,' ",_ .. ' •••• • 
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Character Dis,order 

Transfer-Discharge 

Red Cross 

Hospital Visits 
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. \ ~ tU' '\\<;'~" ~~:~,. '.'~' 1 
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; l 
~ ..... , •• , .. , 4 ........ ~ ........ _ .. __ .... ,,.._.,,. -,<* .. , •• 1-....0.' .... 

Number 

II 

".",-,,4, ' 

6 

13 

7 

Brig Visits 4 

MiBce1laneous 12 

Above indi viduala seen in therapy more 
than onetime 22 -
Total Professional Counseling cases for 
August 1968" 104 

7 • Civic Affairs 

,3:RRR:gac 
_ Ie- September 1968 

Eighteen Civic Affa~s Trips were made in the lii'I.G-39 Civic Action 
£rea of Responsibility. 102 persone from the Group composed the ,teams 
implementing Personal Response and Civic l~ction Projects. Four Dent­
Caps were conducted by Dr. J. MUNCE. The d::mtist treated seventeen 
patients with tt-mnty-three tooth extractions. The following material 
assistance was rendered to the Vietnamese people' 

10 lbs. of writing paper 

,"":5·:dozen 's chopl pencils 

36 gal;lons of milk 

250 Ibs. of fish 

168 Ibs of wieners 

200 lbe of apples 

30 lbs of oranges 

" 

f .l~1:'!;t~~: ~ 
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.. 
, . i6 1 '9hiidr~l'lB rubber swimming ,pool 

1. ,.' 

" 14 100. or cJ.othirig',' 

100 bars" or soap, .~'. : 

3 truck loads of sc~apl~ber 

1 resettlement kit 

1 masonry ,k~t 

l,blacksmith,kit 

3 carPenter kits 

20'~bs. of c~~ 

B. Intelllgence 

'~'/£.': 'S~: .. ~ .~ 'i'a 
"-

" I 

" I 

. ' 

a~ . General. I~tolligerico suppor:t ot Gr~up Operations continued to 
expand during the month or Aug~st. The S-2, Off1c~r'wa.s a.ppointed Liaison 
Of ricer to, the 3rd ~-1ariI?-e Di vi~ion!l-2/G~3 ,and now makes weekly visits 
to the jrd Marine Division CP to \ exchange ideas and promote better under­
standing between air and ground units in the planning and carrying out 
of air operations. Daily visits are made to 3rd Reconnais~ap.ce Battalion· 
to exchange information and expand coordination or r§con inaertiol'lB1 
extractions. The Recon SITREP is picked up each morning~nd.included in 
the S-2 portion or the Commancling Orticer's morning briering. 

b. Statistics' , 

Fire Incidents 100 

Aircraft Hit 41. 

, Aircraft Derlroyeid 4 

Air Crew Casualties 33 WIiI., 6 KIA 

Spot Reports ;10 ; .. 

Recon InsertslExtracts 95 

10 
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c. Inspection 

On 14 August, Wing G-2 conducted an A & M Inspection of the 
Group S-2. A grade of satisfactorY was given, with noteworthy items 
noted ~ follows: An excellent display of current intelligence and 
situation maps for briefings, excellent dissemination of intelligence 
information, excellent liaison and coordination with other intelligence 
agencies, and the professional attitude and personal enthusiasm of the 
intelligence personnel toward their assigned duties. . 

d. Significant Intelligence Developments. During most of August 
the enemy generally avoided contact and initiated only small unit and 
harrassing or terror incidents in Quang Tri Province. Agent reports 
throughout the month indicated that a country""Wide lIAutumn~linter 
Offensive" would start on 19 August, but the date vas not met and new 
reports indicated that 2 September would be the new jump-off date. 
Dong Ha, Camp Carroll, eua Viet and several other OPts were hit by ar­
tillery fire from the DMZ on 26 August causing minor du,tlage and ~ small 
number of casurilties. At OIOOH on 23 August QTAB received 7-8 rounds 
of 122}]M rockets, which impacted primarily in the ~~o-6 and HMM-262 
areas. There were no casualties" one plane received moderate damage" 
and all others received minor damage. Higher Headquarters said this, 
attack" along with similar acts throughout I Corps, were the opening 
moves of the Autumn~intcr (Third) Offensive. At month's end, spoiling 
opcrations by 3rd Marine Division units donied thc enemy case of move­
ment, the ability to mass, and ruined his resupply efforts on the coastal 
plain. Three divisional size units, with two more across the DNZ, still 
continued to menace Quang Tri as the month drew to a close. . 

9. Air Operations 

a. A~ust Totals 

CARGO -
2631.2 TONS 

FLIGHT HOURS 

5,072.5 

10. Medical De~artment 

PAX 

Y5,037 

MEDEVACS 

1,664 

MEDEVAC MIS~IONS 

745 

SORTIES 

18,088 

a. The following statistics represent the activity of the. Medical 
Department during the month of August 1968: 
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I 

(1) Total patients seen at SiCK call 

' •... 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Total number of in-patients 

Total numb8r of physical examinations 
, 

Total immunizations 

12 
" " 

, .... 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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718 

o 

84 

823 


