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HEADQ[JA;.{TEPuS 
Provisional 11arine Aircraft Group 39 

1st Marine Aircraft Hing 
Fleet Narine Force Pacific 

FPO San Fran cisco, 96602 

Conrraanding Officer 
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3:RRR:vd 
5750 
13 October 1968 

Comjnanding General, First Marine Aircraft I'ling (G-3) 

COIiuiland Chronolo!!'J for the ;.,criod of 1-30 September 1968; 
submission of 

(a) 1.rJ{?,D 5750.1C 

J (1) ComI;18.nd Chronology for Provisional :iYlal"ine Aircraft Group_.39 
J{ 2) Conrr,wnd Chronology for Provision,,~l Headquarters and Haintenance 

Squadron 39 
J (3) COliIl.1and Chronology for Harine Hedilll11 Holicoi)ter Squadron 161 
;(4) COlilmand Chronology for Harine Hedium Helicopter Squadron 262 
,J(5) Command ChronoloGY :Lor Harine Observation Squadron 6 
J(6) COlilillano. Chroaology for }farine Air Traffic Control Unit 62 
~(7) COI1lli!.and Chronology for Hanne P..il" Traffic Contl"Ol Hnit,-66 

1. In accordance Hith instructions contained in reference (a), enclosures 
( 1) through (7) are s llbmi t ·:.:,:;;d her81U th. 
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PROVISIONAL :W\l1Dm: AIRCHIJ:,"r GROuP 39 

C01i1mand·Chronology 

1 September 1968 to 30 September 1968 

PiulT I ORGAN'IZt .. TImJAL D1~TA 

PART II NAF'j1l\.TIVE S ill'il'ItJlY , 

PART III SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1 EllCLOSJRE (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

1. Staf'f 

a. Provisional Hari ne Aircraft Group 39 

(1) Col. 
(2) LtCol. 
(3) Capt.' 
(4) Haj. 
(5) Haj. 
(6) Haj. 
(7) Naj. 
(8) Haj. 
(9) Maj. 

(10) LCdr. 
(ll) Lt. 

"[rja~ter SIENKO 
Louis A. GiJLLIlm 

. Lawrence E. TAlIiKSLEY 
John A. HATH[;.1l1[i~Y 
Abt.hur C~ CBANE-'-
Charles i5. CM~NON 
David G. WORKNON 
William A. NCGAirl Jr. 
Robert N. SnlFSON 
Rodney R. SCHEER 
Drewry H. NOHHIS 

1-30 Sep 68 
1-30 Sep 68 
1-30 Sep 68 
1-30 Sep 68 
1-.21 Sep 68 

22-30 Sep 68 
1~30 Sep 68 
1-16 Sep 68 

17-30 Sep 68 
1-30 Sop 68 
1-30 Scp 68 

3:R1:lR:vd 
5750 

C. o. 
x. o. 
S-l/Adjutant 
5-2 
5-3, 
5-3 
5-4 ' 
Avn Safety 0 
Avn Safety 0 
Chaplain 
Flight Surgeon 

b. Provisional Headquarters and Naintenance Squadron 39 

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (l) to enclosure (2) 

c. Uarine r-iedium Helicopter Squadron 161 

(1) See Page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (3) 

d. Narine Hedium Helicopter Squadron 262 

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (Lr) 

e. r:Iarino Observation Squa(lron 6 

(1) See paC~e (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (5) 

f. i'Iarine Ail~ Traffic Control ani t 62 

(1) See paGe (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (6) 

g. Marine Air Traffic Control U'ni t 66 

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to (~nclosure (7) 
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• 
2. Provision8~ Nerine Aircraft Group 39 

1st }farine i\.ircraft lJing 
Fleet r-iarine Force Pacific, F~-'O San Francisco, 96602 
Quang Tri il.ir Base, Reliublic of Vietnam 
1-30 September 1968 

3. average lJonthly Strength 

Marine Officers 

Navy Officers 

4. Important Visitors: 

204 , Marine Enlisted 

Navy Enlisted 

1075 

17 

Major General ARTHUR H. ADll.r1S, Connnanding General Third Harine 
Aircraft '\rTing 

Major General J. QaIL'fEl-l, Commanding General First Harine lurcraft 
Wing 

PART II NARt1Jl.TlVE SUMMARY 

During the month of September, mrlts of Provisional 11arinB Aircraft 
Group 39 supported the following operations: SCOTIJJID II and Lt..NCl..sTJ~ 

.. II. 

Operation LAi.\lCL.STBR II utilized most of the Group's resources. in 
troop lifts, resupply, reconterun insertions 8J."1d, extractions, VIP boPS 
and med~ovac missions. . 

Statistically, the aircrD,ft of ProvNl~G-39 flew 12,612 sorties in 
4,382.9 hourse There rIel'e 26,528 troops carried as lIell as 1,170.0 
tons of cargo. There l-rore 769 med-evac missions flol·m carrying 501 
emorgencies, 1091 priorities and 1136 routine medevacs. 

Aboard Quang Tri Airfield, a shuttle bus service ~vas oetablishod to 
alleviate t.he transportation llroblerolS bct.v18cn the 1"OO5fha11 and "tmrldng 

. areas. 

There liTera t1Jcnty-six (26) S;Yi. Huts constructed for billeting of 
Provfi1'.G-39 personnel. 

Air Operations vwre curtailed for Provl1lf: .. G:-39 by TYPHOON B~[:. as it 
passed nee.r Quang Tri. '1'he storm dropped 23 inches of rain in the 
three days of its passa[.;e limiting fli[1ht operations to emergency mis­
sions onlYe 

3 ENCLOS J.fill (1 ) 
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Chronolog;cal Sequenceo! Events 

1 Sep;tomber 1968. The Huey guns of VlvIO-6 ste.rted:off the month by 
sUP:i.'JOrting units ot Tl~K FORCE HOTEL Hith 100 2.75 rockets and 14,500 
rounds of 7.621jN machine gun fire.· .. 

· :.: 2 September 1968. !l. troop lift in the afternoon salv t~'lO· aircraft ~i' 
-ml-16l talce fire 1rcsulting in the loss of one aircr.::\f't and damage to 
the other as Hell as injuries ;to tlVo of the cren members .. 

3 September 1968.. !J. recon teain in trouble lvhich required a mght 
emergency extract called upon the SElJrJORTH"1 gunbirds of VHO-6 to direct 
a flare 'ship for illumination and direct the transport/ into the zone. 
The eJ:~trD.ction uas succeaE fully completed and no hits from cncnv fire 
tIere rocei vod. 

6 September 1968. In oolow marg'ina1 Heqther minimums after tHO days of 
a tropical s'torIn, tvlO gunbirds of V1'IO-6 and tHO CH-46 aircraft of HHU-262 
lalUlched to rGSU1)~:ly units in·1;lle field .uho had not been resup~·lied in 
two days. Though the l'leather tias at times lIell belot·l. operating 
ntinilnutnS, themis~ion tlas successfulli C?lilQletod..... , 

o S~ptember 1968. Hr'IlC-l61 took part in a 600 nmn Army troop lift. -. VNo-6 
supplied two OH-lE gunbirds worldng ldth two k;cnry gunbirds to. cover for 
the troop lift. . .. 

,':" 

9 September 1968. Recon insertions md c1ct.ract.ions proved to be the 
highlights of the day~ HHH-l61 TiIi th V}10-6 gunships cover:i,ng perfOrJ.ilGd 
~ emergency extract of a Third Harine ·Didsion recon team.· Tpere woro 
alsQ' three inserts completed 1-1i thout incident, .,. . 

10 'Se~tember 1968. V110-6 gunbirds, l1hile c~verlng a flight of aircraft 
from ~'IN-262 in an emereency recon extraction" found an acti va mortar tube 
tiriJlg on·:thG recon LZ mld expended· their ··o~'Ulce on the pos;i,tion, .. .destroy-
:ing.it. ...... . 

12 September 1968. The 0-1 section of VNO-6 f1E:Jvl in support Clf units 
of the TbiI'd Ne.rine Division and Task Force· Ho·te.l •. Ai'tcr cont.ro;lling 
four fliGhts of fixed vUn[; and three artillery li1:lssions the Battle· 
Damage l~ssessli1ent consisted of one enemy bunker destroyed, one secondary 

. explosion and one cOl'i.firmed KBll.. .. 

13 September 1968. Troop lifts tv-ere the . brder of the l ny, and ~h;'q ·i:cen'i:. 
smoothly until the third lv-ave lv-hen the traru:l~JOrt helos of·' W::N-161 took 
.50 cnl and nutorl1ntic Heapons fire. The gunships of VllO-6 fired sup-

· .'pressive i'iro until an 0-1 could get a flight of fix:od .·ring on target. 
_ . After the air .s,trike" no more fire W[l.£: receivec~ and the troop lift H~ 

~#~c~~~~~~~.com: ... 1GtOd... 4 \~It~t 
~ • g;;d 
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lil . .October 1968 \ ~~.n ;l'·;;,)'"'~!···· . : 
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•• 
14 September 1968. Troop lifts in su)~·ort of the Army and recon tGC'lll 
extra.ctions ,)'O:c-e the or(1<,r of the d.C'.y as Provl'lf.G-39 aircrru't flot·; 164.3 
flight hours in LlJ4 sorties. 

17 Septombor 1968. II group off art ,·ms ma0_e in n troop lift into the m1Z. 
The lift of tho tuo Bn:ttalions of Nari110s uas succcs~ fulJ¥com~:letec1 "tJith­
C)U~ injury to the circrai't or crews .vJhile in sup~:ort of the troop lift, 
DJilisht of the OR-ill gunshiJ2S spotted a C:Iil1l11 truck north of the BEN 
Hf:..I RIV'".ri:R. Sevoral rocket 2.nd lIlD.chine gun :,;'/jri.lfing runs Here made, 
re~u1ting in tho probable destruction of tho enemy truck. 

21 September 1968. During an afternoon reS'XL)::ly mission, the second m.r­
~.~il.ft of the tuo from· EM-'I-262 uns hit by grodnd firo D.nd cro..~hcc~ killing 
the entire crQ'\-J. lu.rcro.ft from IWL-161 't-JOro u80d to rocover tho 1::;oc~iGS 
from tho crash as 111;:0-6 gunbir6s providGd oEicbrt. 

On 2. night 11loc1-evac l1dssion, Mother CH-L!.6 of 111-1-262 l!TCn't, to tho 
same zone and after tl,rO attempts to get ;in Nas able to succes<.fully get 
tho I11od-evacs out. Heavy fire, automatic 'Tonpons Clnd machine gun fire 
forced tho pilot, Capt. A. F. Di.VIS to ;)aYG off his first nttonptod 
Janding. 

Thoc1oso co-orc1in2.tion botTrT(lon the rllCd-ovClC Dirnre..ft and the Vl'IO-6 
gunbird and tho £l['.ro ship is to bo credited -d th the Sewing of several 
i'Iarines , lives. 

;(;,;.:!. A IJH-JE slick from Hl1L-367 on r.mgmentation to ProvHAG-39 crashed on 
ap~;roach to D. mountainous zone seriously injuring tho pasEiongGrs o..nd 
CrelJ. GonorD.l .CHIP, CO of TASK FOnCE HOTEL TJms Cllnong the injured. lvho 
TrTOre tD.kcm to tho hosp1 tn1 ship. 

25 Sop-Gomber 1968. J:Iargin.'3.1 lleathor reduced flying to clmost 2.n OmOl"COncy 
nnturo only. The V11O-6 guns did launch ~co cover t1rJO transports on a11 
emergency rcsu:,;:.:ly misf:don. 
;j.~~.: 
29'~SeptGl11bor 1968. The UH-lE IIslick ll of ilJ'IO-6 assigned to tl1e CG, Third 
~'L":!rDiv flo1;,r 8 hours,- carrying GenorD.l-DLVIS into Wlost every Harine 
posi tion in NortheIn I Corps to meet In th his fiold cOIill'/k-mdcrs. 

30,:Septembor 1968. The aircraft of Proy£.Jj:.G-39 flcl, 126.2 £li[~ht hours to 
close out. tho month. 

""':;>1;-" • 

1. Personnel. No critical ~hortases ~st. 

2. Aclll1inistr[l.tion. Administration continues to be hamlJcred by t.ho 
shortage of office oquipment and matori8.1s. 
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3. 'li.Hards. Tho follovling award rccorar,lG'ncldions havo' been BubmtttGd 
during this period: 

a. DFC's 10 

b. S:tlvcr Sta.r 1, 

c. Bronze Stnr 6 

d. Air Nodnls 16 Single ~8B1on '·991 Strilw/Flight 

e. Navy C0l11J.1l0ndc.tion 

"f. Nnvy Achicnroment o 

4. Casualties 

a. 'Hostile: KIA: 12 

'b. Non-Bosti1e= DltI: o OTHE}1: 7 

5. Hornlo.Malfaro Progrruns 

a. 11. shuttle bus sorvice vias ostablishod to improve ,on bD.se trp,ns­
portntion. 

b. THcnty·six (26) Sbi~ huts w:rc c01i~21ctbdru1d arc in usc c.s trocp 
housing. 

6. Group Chap1cin. The Chaplain roportsthG fo.llm-dn&; statistical cate­
gories as he functions in his various rolea Qf Priest, Educator, :Counselor 
and Civic Action Officer. 

a. Sunday Cclcbrdions: Numbor l1.t.onc1ancG Communed 

Chaplain 8C1ill~R (Lutheran)" 10,,240 96 

Roman Cc.tholic J~sdsiing Chnplo.ins 9 259 215 

'b. Weekdny/Holy Day;1fcrnorial SGrvice~. 

lIemorial Service 1 189 Nil .. 

c. Education 

Religious Discussion Gr01ip 4 33 NI) 

7 4 N/li. " Roligious Information ,: 

"'~"; (l)~ 
. . , -
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d. Pastora.l Counseling and TheraEl 

Religious 12 

Pre -:lUtri tnl 4 
Domestic Conflicts 9 

Charoctcr Disorder 8 

PaydhonoUl'btic 6 

Tranaf~.c:ha.rge 4 

Red Cl'06S 7 

Hospi t.'1l. Visi ta 4 
Brig Visits S 

Nisccllancous 7 

L.bove Individunls seen in theraP'J 
more th,_'Ul ono time 22 

Total Profos[ionnl Counsoling 
cases fOl" Soptmnbor 1968 

_41 AT'¥IImVIr 
3:RIt1:vd 
13 october 1968 

-

Fourtoon Civic AffairS trips 'HG!:O lilnde in the rlI~G-39 Civic Action 
i.rca of Responsibility. 88 persons from the Group composod the tOiJIllS 

implomenting Po:csonnl Response and Civic Action Projects. Throe Dont­
Cnps 1<ferO conductod by Dr. J. HaNCE and Dr. JeT. CJHTIS8. The dentists 
treated ninetocm pe_tients lJith tuonty-threo' tooth cxtrnctions. The 
follovdng m2.tcrin.l aSi istance TliD.S rendored to the Viotnruncse people. 

150 School Kits 

2 truc!cs of l'OC~(ot boxes 

3 b10ckt-oc.rds 

1 roll of bo.rbed "nrc 

1 tr;~ck of scrnp l.food ,. 
200 bc.rs of sonp 

• '" ...... 
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8. Intelligence ',. .:.,' ~ .. r" 
-.~.,,",..,~-'!.~ . . ,.·';~r. ; . 'r~~~L:.,_~.··':;.,·.· .. : '""':::~'::<-~~,, -~ .... ~'-
>N'~' "·'''ll.' . Enemy action agai~t Pro~u .. G"'39 tpis JilQnth c0I!5~5~od9-JJJlost 
.:e:y,:clusiv~l:Y of' gro~md-to"air ;fire against 'the GroupJ;::f/ili'rcrl:'.£,t: 0 , 

• . - -' ",4- " ... '," ...... 

., 
.:.:~" \. 

~reln¢dents 

Ale Hit 
< ,.: ••• 

1./~ Destrojred 

l'11IA 

KIl~ 

2 

12 

•. ' .",.:.. __ :1-

" " 

f ., .' . . t" 

,'" SiiiJ?Or fire t~aSroceived ontha):.pt;1:Wnet*·:Olf-06b'050H~ ~ 070200H 
'fuoid 220800H. On i71200H, l~. Co., lst Rec0!l·Bn. sliilllTIlGrS~' T!11~~o.: checldng 
THACH H1iN Hi ver pcrimet~r of t~ cirfie~ddiscovm~od ,aW.aPjtld:~;tnt~~k~1-mo..de 
tunnel three feet belo'ttllmtor level and caved infroIi1'reccnt.:flooding. 

jJ ,:;: •• , .• ". .' .• '., - 'i'"",,"'~' .. ,'~, ••• ~-.: 1 ,';:r~-"-ri,' - ~1t~Wr.·"""'f't·"'>'V", 

.-:'.,. :~The-:tu:nel·,!·JD.S· judged toodmlsorous to'explore-"and"'wa5 ~i.!i.ojl)JiE;otoly 
closed.' . " ...... ~~ •.. ~ :" 

,. " • /"". I '.:.'o j.' ~ _ :: ;.: . 

c ... .' b. Tho oncmy-thrc;atened "Third 'Offeru;litrc,t)wttff-;ti{cliy~~'lurl~6d '''py 
aggressivQ 'l'hird fl".rine Division spoiling ,.:lctiop ar;icl l-r.i,Q,ospread' .. ,(t:ooding 
of. logistic' bunkers during Typhoon Hl:i~;['J ).i··4".SGP~o~bclr •. ~~'l'l,ic:,ej:leo/'s 

_, ,;, ,actionaf'~Gr thnt dHte consisted' of continuri;d h.1rrassiilg: action .arid r:tt0Il1pts 
"r':.f.; .'" .. to .replnC:Q,hi,s ruined rico .!'.nd <lIl1mo c.:idles:.~' :'fhcrt'~fTd~l3~ :cohqJii~r(;ht indi­

catlons of incro.?sed infiltl!Btion to build' up"(pdrso'nrtolstl:'ong'th 'for ths 
of'i ens i va. ' 

i~ 1;1". 

··:t 

.," :~,' ':"':'~.' Iht6lJi.Gemco sup','ort of Group OPG;rD.~ions F3E highlighted. by the 
initiation:. of "curb service" briefings for' aULomon~[',:tion 'aircrcl'ls frO!,l 

1,LG-36 at 2hu Bni. 1.n intGlligoncc clerk briefs· pilotsi!? the:; fuel ixi.-i,r! 
pc,for,G they depart on thdrmissions'J.n tho';3rdrkrDitr L~ 0.- Inadc:lltiC'J." 
tho 3rdNccl;;Div flir Obsorver Section was rcloc,qtoc;1,':\t,th9~1'drf~eld and 
a.~ta.chodt-o .VHO-6.· This inCTOctsed tho·Groupls:orsanic~2:5.pabi1ity for 
inteiligcnco collection, espocially -v.ri th hand -h81dphot.peral'hy. ' 
., 
9. !..ir Operations 

.A\" 
\1 

...,.l..',,:", 

a. Soptmaber Tot~1s 

BOR-'rIM) 

.'., , 12;612 

_ .. " ... ~-. .',' 

2,720 

.......... 

HOJRS 

26,528 

8 \ • I" 

~1>'~ - ,I.. •• : ~:- - 'i.' t 

li! .:'. ~._ 

" 
.". ,.', 
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10. Hedica1 Department 

a. The follol1ine 5tatistics r(;prosonts the e..ctivity of the Hcc1ical 
Department o:uring the month of Soptember 1968: 

(1) TotD.l patients seen at sicl{ call 914 

(2) Total mll7lbcr of in:xt ticmts ~ 0 

(3) Total ni.1l1l00r of physical cJ&:-un:lnations 92 

(t!) Total imlilunizations ~ 738 

I ijJJOO~aJW)~fFllEIID r 
.. 

9 EHCLOS (lEE (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 


