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13 October 1968

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding General, First Marine Adrcraft Wing (G=3)

Subj: Cormand Chronology for the neriod of 1-30 September 1968;
submission of

Ref: (a) Wg0 575041C

Encl: j (1) Comsand Chronology for Irovisional Marine Aircraft Group 39
4(2) Command Chronology for Provisional Headquarters and Haintenance
Squadron 39

J (3) Commiand Chronology for Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161 .
(h) Cormiand Chronology for Marine Medium Helicopter Squacron 262
(5) Comnand Chronology for larine Observation Squadron 6

J"(é) Command Chromology for Marine Air Traffic Control Unit 62

\5(7) Comiiand Chronology for larine Air Trafiic Control it 66

1. In accordance with instructions contained in reference (a), enclosures
(1) through (7) are submiticd herewithe
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PART I ORGAHIZATIOHAL DATA
1, Staff | |
as Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39

(1) Col, Walter SIENKO 1-30 Sep 68 C. O.

(2) LtCols Louis A GULLING 1-30 Sep 68 X. O,

(3) Capts Lawrence E. TANKSLEY 1~30 Sep 68 S-1/Adjutant
(L) Maje  John L. HATHAWAY 1-30 Sep 68 S5=2

(5) Maje  Apthur Cy CRANE 1-21 Sep 68 S-3:

(6) Maj.  Dharlos B. CANNON 22~30 Sep 68 S=3

(7) Maje  David G, WORKMON 1-30 Sep 68 S=lj. -

(8) Maje  William A. MCGAW Jre 1~16 Sep 68 Awn Safety O
(9) Maje  Robert N. SIMPSON 17-30 Sep 68 Awn Safety O
(10) LCAr. Rodney R. SCHEER 1-30 Sep 68 Chaplain
(11) Lt, Drewry H. MORRIS 1-30 Sep 68 Flight Surzeon

be Provisional Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 39

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (2)
¢e Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (3)
de Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 262

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure ()
e. Marine Observation Squadron 6

(1) See paze (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (5)
fo Marine Air Traffic Control Unit 62

(1) See paze (l)Aof enclosure (1) to enclosure (6)
ge Marine fir Traffic Control Unit 66

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to «nclosure (7)
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2. Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39
1st Marine Adrcraft Wing
Fleet Marine Force Pacific, F¥0 San Fronclsco, 96602
Quang Tri Air Base, Republic of Vietnam
1-30 September 1968

3. Average Monthly Strength

‘Marine Officers 20hL Marine Enlisted 1075
Navy Officers 5 " Navy Enlisted 17
Le Important Visitors:

Major General ARTHUR He ADM MB, Cormanding General Third Marine
Adrcraft Wing

Major General Js QUILTER, Commanding General First larine 4Aircraft
Wing

PART II NARRATIVE SUMMARY

During the month of September, units of Provisional Marine Aircraft
Group 39 supported the following operations: SCOTLAND IT and LANCASTER
I3, , ,

Operation LANCLSTER II utilized most of the Group!s resources. in
troop lifts, resupyly, recon team insertions and. extractions, VIF hops
and medecvac missions, - ‘

Statistically, the aircroft of Prowiil-39 flew 12,612 sorties in
li; 38249 hourss There were 26,528 troops carried as Lell as 1,17040
tons of carco. There were 769 med=-evac nissions flown carrying 501
emergencies, 1091 priorities and 1136 routine medevacsa

Liboard Quang Tri Airfield, a shuttle bus service was ostablished to
alleviate the transportation problems between the meschall and worling
T lareas.

There were twenty=six (26) qu Huts constructed for bilieting of
Provi.G=39 personncl,

Adr Operations were curtailed for ProviliG=-39 by TYPHOON BEIL as it
passed near Quang Tri. The storm dropped 23 inches of rain in the
three days of its passage limiting flight operations to emergency mwis-
sions onlye

- ' 3 ENCLOS JRE (1)

| wmewsstreD |

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

——

s

J:RAmToY

.13 October 1968

PART IIT SIGNIFICLNT #ViENTS -

Chronological Sequence of Events

1 September 1968, The Huey guns of VMO~6 storted off the month by
supporting units of TiSK FORCE HOTEL with 100 2.75 rockets a.nd lh,SOO
rounds of 7.62MI machine gun fires .

.2 September 1968« A troop lift in the aftcrnoon saw two' aircraft of
-TI-161 take fire gesulting in the loss of one aireraft and damage to
the other as well as injurics $o two of the crew memberse =

3 September 1968: L recon team in trouble which required a night
emergency extract called upon the SEAJORTHY gunbirds of VD=6 to direct
a flare ship for illumination and direct the transport :Lnto the 200NC o
The extraction was succesefully ¢ompleted and no hits from encmy fire
were rccelved.

6 Sentemb r 1968. In below marginal weqther minimums after twe cays of
a tropical storm, two gunbirds of VMO=6 and two CH=}j6 aircraft of HMii=262
launched to resup:ly units in.the field who had not been resup lied in
two days. Thouuh the weather was at times well below opcrat:l.ng

nﬂ.mnmms, the mission was successfullv com )leted. ‘

;| ueptcmber 1068. HL-161 took part in a 600 man Army troop Lift.,” WMO=6
supplied two U'{-lL. gunblrds wor‘:lnu with two Lymy gunblrds to cover for
the troop 1111;. . .

9 Septem‘ber 1968. Recon insortions md extractions proved to be the
highliczhts of the day., HMI=161 with VMO=6 sunships covering performed
. an emergency extract of a Third Marine Division Trecon tea.m. There were
also three 1nserts completed mthout incidents o

10 September 1968. V0-6 frunbllds, wh:Lle covering a fllgh"b of aircraft
from Hili~262 in an emergency recon extraction, found an active mortar tube
. firing on the recon LZ and ex Dendea thelr ordnance on the pos:.t:.on, destroy~
©odng.it. - :

12 September 1968. The 0-1 section of ViO-6 flew in sup‘port‘ of units

of the Third Merine Division and Task Force: Hotel., Lfter controlling
four flights of fixed wing and three artillery missions the Battle
Damage lLissessment consisted of one enemy bunlter d: stroyed, one secondary
explos:.on and one conflrmed KB./L. ‘ .

13 Septonber 1968. Troop lifts- were the order of the ¢ ay, and thcv went

smoothly until the third wave when the transyort helos of H3{-161 took

¢50 cal and autometic weapons fire. The gunships of VI-6 fired sup-
‘Upressive fire until an 0=1 could get a flight of fixed wing on targete.

_ . After the air strike, no more fire was received and the troop lift was

gﬁl&%&ﬁ{‘%ﬁ%%'001".11.’1‘3th'
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1), September 1968, Troop hfts in suovort of the Army and rccon tean
extractions were the order of the day as FroviiG-3) aircraft flew 16ke3
flight hours in LOl, sortiese.

17 September 1968. L group effort was made in a troop lift into the DifZ.
The 1ift of the owwo Battalions of Marines was succes:fully com:leted with-
.out injury to the sircraft or crews. While in sup.ort of the troop 1ift,
a“flight of the UH-1E gunships spotted a emall truck north of the BEN

HAT RIVLR. Several rocket and machine gun strafing runs were made,
resulting in the probable destruction of the cnemy truck.

21 September 1968. During an aftcrnoon resup;ly mission, the second air-
craft of the two from HMM-262 was hit by '"romd fire and croched Kkdlling
the cntire crew. Adrcraft from HIi-161 were uscd to rocover tho tocics
from the crash as Vil0=6 gunbirds provided cscorte

On o night med=-evac mission, another CH=h6 of H.1[-262 went to the
same zonc and after two Attempts to get in was able to succescfully get
the med-ovacs oute. Heavy fire, automatic weapons and machine gun fire
forced the pilot, Capte Le Fo DLVIS to wave off his first attempted
landing.

The closc co=ordinztion between the med=cvac cireraft and the Vi0-6
gunbird and the flore ship is to be credited with the saving of several
Marines! livcese

A UH=1E slick from HIL-367 on augmentation to ProviiG~39 crashed on
apiroach to a mountainous zone seriously injuring the passengers and
crews General CHIP, CG of TASK FORCE HOTEL was among the 1nJured who
were vaken to the hospltal shipe

25 Septomber 1968, iarginal weather reduced flying to almost an emergency
nature only. The V”10-6 guns did launch to cover two traneports on an
EmEergency resuy; 1y miseion.

29 September 1968« The UH~1E "slick" of Wi0-6 assigned to the CG, Third
MarDiv flew & hours, carrying Gencral D.iVIS into almost cvery larine
position in NorthcmI Corps to meet with his ficld cormandersa

30:Septembor 1968, The aircraft of ProviiiG-39 flew 126.2 flight hours to
close out the monthe ,

l. Personnels o critical chortages exdste

2e ALdministration. Administration continues to be hamipered Lty the
shortage of office equipment and materials,

ENCLOSURE (1)
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3+ Aiwards. The follow:l.ng award r(,corrmcnc‘ tions have bcen submt‘cud
- during this period: C

Qe ‘DFC 's _ | 10 ;
be Sil&er Star A -‘  ' . 1.
é-- Bronzo Stqr R ’ ‘ 6 |

4. Lar toccls - 16 Single Mission 991 Striko/Flight
e. Navy Commcnd;tion‘. _ o v o . E

- .fe HNavy Achicvement '; 0 .

L. Casualties _
- ae ‘Hostile: - ~ Klas s B _l'(«}I[u BT
- bs Non-Hostile: DATs 0 " OTHER: 7.

S IVIor"J.e/i'Jclfa.rc Prograns

as. 4 shuttlc bus serv:.cc was ostabhshed to improve -on base trens-
portatione

be Tuwenty-six (26) Sii. huts w.ore completed and are in use os trocp
housing., ' o ‘ L

6. Group Chaploine The Chaplain reports the fOleowinq gtatistical cate-
gories as he functions in his various rolea ¢f Priest, Educo.tor, Coans«,lor
chd Civic Action Officer. -

as Sunday Celebrations: Number Attendancé ' Commumed

 Chaplain SGHESR (Lutheran) 10 2w 96
" Roman Cs thohc Lseisting Chaplains 9 A 259 | 215

'be Weekdey/Holy Day/Memorial Services

‘Memorial Scrvice ‘ 1, 189 - N/
ce Bducation
Religious Discussion Group L ' 33 N/&

7 L N/&

Reli glous Information
ST ESETIT T -
ENCLOSURE (1)
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d. astoml Counseling and Theram

(=]
N

Religious
Pre-tarital i
Donestic Confli;:ts
Charocter Disorder
Paychonourotic
Transfer<Discharge
Red Cross s
Hospital Visits

Brig Visits

~ W N 00 ® 0

Miscellancous

Lvove Indivicduals seen in therapy
more thon one time 22

Total Profescionel Counseling
cascs for Septcmber 1968

"o

7. Civic /. fiairs

Fourtecn Civic Affairs trips were made in the MLG-39 Civic idction
Lrea of Responsibility. 88 persons from the Group composed the teams
implenenting Personal Response and Civic dction Projects. Three Dent-
Caps werec conducted by Dre Je MICE a2nd Dre J. T. CJiTISS. The dentists
treated ninetccn potients with twenty-threc tooth extractions. The
following material as:istance was rendercd to the Vietnamese peoples

150 School Kits

2 trucks of iocket boxes

. 3 blgckboc.rds s
"1 roll of borbed wire \MN@L&SS“F“E

1 truack of scrap wood.
/'.',

B (M

200 bors of soap » ,
- FPIZL0STRE (1)
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8. Intelllgence

EBRRvaL.V

Fire Incddents - - ol ‘_-,21.‘!;» : n o
. womy o ' ERPT ERRIN
; A/c Destroyed | " i o - .'.3:5 .
W e B s
KIL . . _ S ;5 T  ‘ e

o Smper fire wos received on they. pc rlmete} o O6GO§®H 070200H
‘and 220800H. On 171200H, 4. Co., 1st Recon Bn. swimicrs, w’hllo checlding
THACH H/N River penmetcr of the airfield discovercd: a&aﬁapﬁﬂd&ﬁtdnﬁnmde

. bunnel three fcet below water level and caved in fron rccent flood;mg.
“The tumel was’ judged too ‘dangerous to’ explore -x.nd was" ’em’“’ ’fépm'létely

closcde

» be The cnemy=thrcatened "Third Ofi‘ens:.vo" frag LZIC'IY tlunted bv

aggress:.vu Ihird Morine Division spoiling action anc m,dcsprcaa qafloodn.nn

of- logistic bunkers during Typhoon BESC, h-7 Soptcmbcr.« Th;,cnemy's
caction afver that date consisted of contlnucc hﬁrrass:.n action and abtempts
to replacc. his ruined rice and amo co ‘ches's re wcre concurrcnt indi-

cations of increosed infiltration to build’ up" pcrsoanol Bty cng,th for ths
offcns:.vc.

Copes -
-t

Inte,lll“ cnce suport of Group opur:tlonu vag hl”hllphtcd by the
1n1t1atlon of "cu.rb service® briefings for aug mentotion aircrews from
MiG=36 at fhu Boie 4n intellig: ence clerk briefs pilots in the fucl piie
before tnoy dep@ru on their. missions in the 3rd MerDiv L. 0.  In additicn,

sty v
Ty

o tho 3rd M"I‘Dlv idr Observer Section wag roloc"tcd .2t the, airficld and

attached to W0-6, This 1ncruased the- Group!s -organic cwpablllt;y for
intelhgc,nco collection, espécially with H&1Q—11c1d pl_o towrc.phy.

9. [ir Operations . - : ) S ) :

L eant

ae S eptenber Totals

: . SORTIES - . HORS _R_u: , L GRG0
Neoo T : RN g Tt s Eo Kl
, 112,612 4,382.9 2o, 528 . 170*,9
ven. o, MED-EWEGE L MED=EVLG ms‘_

2,728 g - Eviy_ig;“”
EJCLOS TRE (1) IR R

iI!!!!!lI‘i'Eiiiiég&gi]iééééiﬁi&éisg ~jifi L Tif'q*:-:%{;
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10, HMedical Department

a« The following statistics rcpresents the activity of the Hodical
Department during the month of Scptember 1968:

(1) Total potients seen at sick call 91l
(2) Total number of inpnticnts: 0
(3) Totel number of physical cmaminations 92
(L) Total immunizations: 738

| UNGLASSIFIED |
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