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From: Commanding Officer 
To: COIlTllanding General, First }Jarine Aircraft Hing (G-3) 

Subj: 

Ref: 

Encl: 

Command Chronology for the period of 1-31 October 1968; 
submission of 

(a) i.JgO 5750.10 

(l)J COffila.nd Chronology for Prov:1.sional I'le,rine Aircraft Group 39 
(2)l Command Chronology for Provisional Headquarters and Haint~nan'Jtl 

I Squadron 39 
(3)' Coml'nand Chronology for ~1arine 
(4~ • Command Chronology- for Ihrine 
(5 ~ Command Chronology for ;iarine 
(6~~. COIilrnand Chronology for Narine 
(7)' Command Ohronology for l"lirine 

Detachment "A" 

}\Iedium HeHcopter Scua.dron 161 
iVIedium. HeHcop·t,er S~;u.adron 262 
Observa tion S~·uadron 6 
Air Traffic Cant.ro:l_ Unit 62 
Air Traffic Control Unit 62 

1. In accordance with instructions contained in 'cej-'erencG (a), enclosure s 
(1) through (7) are submitted herew5.th. 

VJ. SIBm~O 
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COlllL"land Chronology 

1 October 1968 to 31 October 1968 

PART I ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

PART II Hiu~i..ATIVB smt: lARY 

PART III 8IQ-NIFICANT EVENTS 
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PliRT I ORGiINlZATION1l,L DATA :. , 1 

1.· ~ 

a.· Provisional Harine Aircraft Group 39 

(1) Col.· vIal ter SIENKO 1-31 Oct 68 C.o. 
(2) LtGol. Louis A. GULIJNG 1-31 Oct 68 X.O. 
(3) Capt. lawrence E .• T1UJKSIEY 1-31 Oct 68 S-l/Adjutant 
(4) Naj. John A. H1'"THAVlAY 1-31 Oct 68 5-2 
(5) Vaj. Charles E. CANNON 1-.31 Oct 68 8-3 
(6) M3.j. David G. ITORI0'1ON 1-31 Oct 68 5-4 
(7) l'faj. Robert N. SIIvIPSON 1-31 Oct 68 Avn Safety a 
(8) Wdr. Rodney R. SCHEER 1-31 Oct 68 Chap1aln 
(9) Lt. Gord on F. iCELLOG 1-31 Oct 68 Fl1ght Surge 0:. 

b. Provisional Headquarters and Haintenance Squadron 39 

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (2) 

c.· ~rine Hedium Helicopter Squadron 161 

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to en~losure (3) 

d. Nanne Hedium Helicopter Squadron 262 

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to en::10sure (4) 

e. Harine Observation Squadron 6 

(1) Sse page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (5) 

f. l"fe.rine .. ur Traffic Control UrLi. t 62 

(1) See page (1) of encloslU'e (1) to enclosure (6) 

g.Harine Air Traffic Cent.rol Unit 62.9 Datachment "Ail 

('1) See page (1) of enclC'su:r.e (1: to enclosure (7) 
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2 •. lrovisionp.l tfarine ;;kilrC;:l1ai;tf:1G-roup",39 
'1st: f;brine Aircra,f~~ l'Iing~V} J ,q',t:>:\;,., ):;.:,." -, . ":', :~::'~~"r~J:~ .. 
Fleet Harine Force Pac~nc, FPO San Fro.ncj.sco, 96602 
quang Tri Air Base, Republic of Vietnam 
1-31 October 1968 

3. Average Honthly Strength 

Marine Officers 207 

Navy Officers 5 

4. Important Visitors: 

r1arine :£n1isted 1140 

15 

Major General Charles J. QUIL'IER, COEl.nand5.r.g General 1st l'1arine 
Aircraft ~Jing 

PART II NARRATIVE Sm!ll'i,cJtY 

During the month of October, the aircraft of Provisional l'farine Aircraft 
Group 39 flew in 8t!Ppo~;!; rtf. the Third :'-1i3.rine Division and the U.S. Army in 
opera·tions Scotland II and'"1ancastel" II. 

The Group's resources were used in troop lifts, resup)ly, recon team 
insertions and extractions, Hed-evac, VIP misslons and command and control 
missions. In these roles, there were 5548.7 flight hours lOGged. 

Honsoon weather conditions curtailed flight activities during the month 
and dropped 30.55 inches of rain on Quang Tri. Heather cond:i.tions 
necessitated the rebuilding of many mll1kers, including the refinishing 
and waterproofing of the Group GOG bunker. 

P llET III SIGNIFIOANT EVENTS 

Chronological Sequence of Events 

1 October 1968. The month's flight operations got under way by loCging 
237.6 flight hours in support of the Third 11:,rine Division. Of significance 
waS a night time battalion troop lift involving 12 OH-46 , S and 2 UH-lE 
gunships. The lift was additionally covered by a flareship from Vr.1GR-15~2. 

2 October 1968. Light small arms fire Has tal:on by tho GH-46 I s of I-11:IH-161 
during a recon insert. There '.Jere no bi"GS received as the huey gunbirds 
of Vlvl0-6 prOVided aircover. 

3 Haa _ 
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3 October 1968. HAG-39 aircraft logged 1[54.7 night hours in troop lifts 
which carried 1984 passengers, and various other missions in support of 
the Third l-hrine Division. 

/.,. October 1968. The GH-46 I s of Hlli-161 along '.,r:i·Gh huoy gtmMrds of Vlj0-6 
supported U.S. Jrrrrry personnel with a troop Hi':· '.'l' 281 sold:i.ers. 

5. October 1968. The Se':!ond BattHon Fou,-~th HB:;>:J nos was lifted from LZ 
Vandergrift to the Lang Vei area south 01:' I(he {::.lh in a sweep where 
friendly forces had n(Y:'; previously been. Frov! '~./;-39 used 23 transport 
helicopters, 4 'UH-lE gunbiras plus the Q-,l's oj' ·.lf0-6 in a completely 
successfu~ troop lift i~to an unsocuxe area. 

6 Octobf?r J.9 .. 9..$.. 11 troop lift utilizing 20 trar.f'port aircraft and L~ UtI-lE 
Gunbirdo of ProvHAG-39 was conducted :~.n the Sect ~and II TAOR. An 0-10 
was shot down but quick reaction on tho part of o'~her Vl'10-6 personnel 
saved the pilot and the AO~ HhJ.le 2. transport mI-4.6 carried the aircraft 
back to Quang Trio' 

7 October 19.68.. Recon inserts were the hj.ghlJ.ght of the day for m1i<i-262. 
Capt. B.B. COLE took heavy auto ii1o.tic weapons fire on the insertion of 
tvTO different recon teams. On the first insert5.on, the temn H2S on the 
ground when the CH-46 took fire lift:Lnz out.· The covor:i.ng DH-Jl; 31ms 
were forced to depart the area w5.th mcchan5_cal. trouble, leavj.ng an OV-IO 
to cover the transports. Capt. GOLS recognized tho necessity of an 
immediate extraction and was successful. The second t02Jll received fire 
and 1faS charged as the helicopter landed; returning f:i_re, the aircrolT and 
recon te8lll provided enough suppressive f:1.re to enable the aircraft to 
escape "Ii thout sustaining any hits. 

S October 1968. 1 Aircraft of Prov:;'if"G-39 flovT 219.1 flight hours in 789 
sorties in support of the Third Harine Division. 

9 October 1968. Troop lifts of some 835 Harines "Jere cITlllpleted by 4 ' 
CH-46 f s from r·n·jl"I-262 and covered by 2 DH-lE gunbirds from Vl\'jO-6. 

10 Ontobor 1968.! Prov}iAG-39 aircruft flevT 215.4 flight hours, currying 
1497 passengors and 96.3 tons of cargo. Thore wore 16 Med-evac missions 
to eVo.CllEl.te B emergency, 32 priority o.n3 9 routine patients. VJeather 
conditions delayed flight operations unt"J. 0900. 

11 October 1965.. Recon extractions unde; firc 'Here the highlights of 
the day.' .~ coordination botvJGon thl; GH-46 I s of miiY~161 and the hUE7 
g'Unb1rds of VMO...6 Has responsible for the-iT successful completion. 
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12 October 1968. vle8..ther prohibited almost all flight operations of 
other than an emergency nature. VNO-6 and HH.'I-161 coordinated to make 
a hot emergency extract of 8.. Third t,farine Division recon team. 

;!J.Octobcr 1968. Heather conditions held the Group to 10407 flight hours. 

14 October 1968.' Heather again held the Group on the dGcle, alloWing 4 
emergency missions for 7.1 flight hours. 

15 October 1968.' Emergency lVIed-evacs and emer:?,c:.ccy resupply missions 
accounted for 116.7 flight hours in marginal 'doa there There "lOre 129 
Med-evacs evacuated to medical facilities.' 

16 October 1968. In support of Operation LQUcastcr II, the crews and 
aircraft of Provl'lAG-39 coordinated in a 1347 man tacticD.1 troop lift 
without the benefit of fixed wing support. The lTIi-lE gunbirds of VM0--6 
proved to be sufficient.' 

17 October 1968.' Monsoon weather conditions held flight op~rations to 
142.9 flight hours, on troop lifts, resupply and Hed-evac Et:ssions. On 
a Hed-evac mission in mountainous terrain, the CH-46 Hed-e-v;.::.c aircraft 
"Tent inadvertently IFR and crashed. The wreckage 'vTaS not located until 
the next day due to weather. 

18 October 1968.' An 0-1 aircraft of VliO-6 loC2ted the d01<llod CH-46 and 
directed recovery units into the area. There vJere no survivors e 

19 OctOber 1968., Helicopter Qna fixed ,.,r:i.ng observQtion support fo~ 
Third Harinc Division by ProvNAG-39 \-TaS again linti.ted by monsoon wGather 
condi tions.' 

20 October 1968.' The 0-1'8 of VMo-6 took advant2.ge of a break in the 
vloather to direct fixed wing attacks on NVA artiUery near the DHZo Ono 
CH-46 of I:Jl:IH-262 received battle damage on a recon terun insertion though 
none of the crew or team wero Houndedo 

21 October 196~. There were 122~1 fl:i.ght hours logged as tho aircraft of 
ProvHAG-39 continued to support the Third H2rine Div:i.f-l:'.on. 

22 October 1968. The 0-1' s of VHO··6 again controlled severil1 flights of 
fixed 1D.ng jets on NV A arty and rocke t positions the:;:; 1.Jore shel:i.ing 
Dong Ha.' 
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23 October 1965. 1 A troop lift of 842 men involving 8 OR-46 1s and 
2 UH-lE gunships into thG Illie Sanh area was complet.edwi thout i.ncident. 

24 October 1968.! Troop lifts carrying 2245 ll~n accounted for most of the 
resources of ProvHA.G-39. Ldditiona11y there ,161'0 23 Hod-evac missions 
flown which carried 12 emergency, 7 priority 8nd 75 routine Hed-evacs. 

25 October 1968.1 Vf.f0-6 was ablo to attack NVA ur:its near the DHZ with 
two flights of UH-JE g;unbirds. One aircraft recr,::.ved a round through 
the vn.ndow, wounding the co-pilot slightly. 

26 October 1968. In adMtion to the Third :t'fur'mJ D~vision, the U.S • 
..'l.rnry un:i."Gs in the Scotland II TAOR required an Cl:lergcncy resup::Jly Hh:iJ.e 
in contact with WITA. Tho aircraft and crCHS of Provt-1AG-39 logged 243.3 
fJight hours, carrying 2476 troops. 

27 October 1968. The OH-L:.6 I s of Hlft-l-262 were SC!'fll;lblec1 for an emer­
gency recon te"";nl extract5.on., Horking iTi th VdO-6 for sU:(1)ort, Ca}t. 
HERBERG vrent into the LZ and successf'.1l1y extractod the team under £'5.r8 
as the Huoy gunbirds ri.red suppressIve fire. 

2:.8 Oq:!-ooor 1.26S. ,L night recon team extra.ct.ion h·':S;l~:':~btGd tho day as 
the gunShips of Vlf0-6, coord5.nated the flare cld.p n 2.~ld ti!.c transport 
hel:i.copters in a successful hot extraction. 

62,October 12M. Resup·,Jly and troo) lift miss' ons, JI'I,j..evac, VIP~ 
escort and VR hops uccounted for 179.7 fl5.ght hOl1:('8 lOGgod by the 8.' r­
craft of Provl!1'I.G-39. 

30 October E_Q,§,. Support of Third Hal'ino Division U:.l~.tS ,in the Scotland ::1 
and lancaster II Til.OR's logged 196.2 flight hours for ProvHhG-39. 

31 October 1968.' With monsoon ,lOathe!' conditions pr,~s6nt, ProvH.;':..G-39 fla,v 
l67.S £'light hours to close out the month w:ith 55LiE.? night hours for -:'11.0 
month. 

1. Personnel., No critical shortages exist. 

2.! Administration. .[;.dministration continues to 06 ~p"Jarod by shortagG 
of office equipment and nuteria1s. 
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3. Awards.' The following a1-lard l'ecOT!1IllClndations have been suh";u tted during 
this period: 

a • Silver St..'U' - 2 

be' DFC - 5 

c. Bronze Star - 8 

d. llir HeCla1 - 10 Single Hission 638 Strike/Ei'1ight 

e. Navy Crnmuondation - 12 

f.· Navy Achievement - 4 

4. Casualties 

a. Hostile: 

b. . Non-HOstile: DIu: 

5. :Moral/Wolfare Programs 

7 

o 

HIA: 

OTHER: 

3 

5 

a. Special Services has moved the old nStarUght Theater il indoors to 
tho Staff NCO me ss to o.l1ow their own movio since the enlisted iilen t s club 
ho.s a movie as well as ti1e officer's club. 

b. A special oorvices ~hith0dtor is presently under construction, 

c. SD.ndbagged b1astwalling of perimeter defense bunlcers as vrell as 
the O'Club ~nd coe bunker have been completed. 

6. Statistical Wlysis. The ChnplD.in reports the fol1ovJing statistica}_ 
catogories as he functions in his varIous roles of Priest, Educator, 
Counselor, and Civic Action Officer.: 

(1) Sunday Celeprati~: 
Chaplain Scheer (Intheran) 
Chaplain Elapps (Roman Catholic) 
Chaplain Boreczky (Romun Catholic) 
Chaplain Dodson (Baptist) 

Total 

7 

Nill!lbeJ: 
6 
~, 

L~ 
1 

15 
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Attendanc.£ 
133 
108 
100 

42 -;;83 

C0I:1111uned 
62 
93 
83 
u 
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(2) Hoe l,daY/Hol;:,: Dax!V.onor:Lal Sorvi co s: 
CJJ> units 
J:.1GIilorial Service s 

(3) Education: 
Religious Discussion Group 
Religious Information 

(4) Pastoral Counseling and Therapy: 

4 
3 

Religious 5 
Pre-Huri tal L" 
Douestic Confllcts 9 
Character Disorder 6 
Psychoneurotic 3 
Transfer-Discharge 5 
~tiscellancous 9 
Above individuals seen in therapy 

more tl.an one time. 
Total Professional Counseling 

• 

cases for October 1968 57 

Red Cross 
Rospit2.1 Visits 

8 
3 

Attendance 
15 

351 

33 
5 

7Q: Civic ld'fairs. Tllelve Civic l£fairs trips were made in the ProvHAG-39 
Cj_vic Action Lrea of Respons:~bili ty. 131 persons frOIll the Group composed 
the teams im.pleraenting Pcrsonc.l Response and Civic Lct:ton Projects. 2 
Dent-Caps were conducted by Dr. J.T. CURTISS. T.:e Dentist treated 14 
patients with 5 Gxtractions.' Ned-Cap \,as conc1uc·ced by Dr. G. EELLOG in 
2 trips to i...l'I HO Hnralet with 142 patients treated. !~ng1ish Languo.ge 
classes were started [It the TRIEU PRONG Hrunlet by- lstLtQ J .1~. Pli.Oi·1BO 
and lstLt. Ie. SCH:l.G.AT from HHI.!-.16l. The follo11il1G material assistance 
was rendered to tho Vietnrunose: 

School Supplies - 3 boxes (assorted) 600 shoets of colored paper. 
Soap - 680 b2.rs 
Food - 30 lbs. (assorted), 10 case; s of ~ICI1 rations, 

36 cans of hash, 2 cc.sos o£ app~cs. 
IlUk - 10 Ibs.' 

Clothos - 160 lbs. 
Hcdical Supplies - !;3 po..cl:s @ 100 per pack of applicators .• 

100 Plastic bottle::; 
Gauzo - 20 Bolts, 1600 yds.; 59 packs 
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a. Enemlf initiated incidcnts o~ offensive activity reL~inod at a 
very low- level throughout the month. lack of contact or evidence of the 
en.amy unit presence seemed to indicate thatmnj or l\rv.:. 'Lmi ts North and Hest 
of Highway #9 had. wi thdra:wn to La.os and i'M~. NV Land Hain Force VC wits 
also withdrew deep into their "secret zones ll and refused contact while 
refi tting and resupplying. Enomy action against Prov11LG-39 \:'8.8 limited 
to groill1d fire against Group aircraft. Th.is 1lO.S the second consecutive 
month Quang Tri i..iri'ield was not targeted by 'enony rocl:etGers~ Ground 
to air fire statistics: 

Incidents No. ::..ircrnft Hit ~JI1~ (llinotl 

34 9 3 1 

b. ~'~ent reports and captured docur,1Cnts indicate that the cneny was 
shifting his emphasis to political rather than nilitary v:Lctory.' r 

stepped-up campaign to increase tho l1tll1ber of hamlet and village 
"Revolutionary Commi ttees ll and spread support of tho 1l1Jat5.onc.1 Liberation 
Frontll presaged a possibla referendum rGsulting from the Paris Peace Talks. 
ProvHf: .. G-39 maintained a close liaison vdth the GVN Phoonb/Phung Hoang 
(VC Infrastructure Neutralization) campaign in Quang Tn Province, 
monitoring this new emphasis to '\Jin the people. 

9. idr Op~rations 

a~' OctOber Total...§. 

Sorties 

18,105 

Hed-evacs 

2727 

~ 
5548.7 

Car.E.£ 

1853.5 

Ned-ovuc Jiissio,ng 

566 
10. Hodic:::l D9P~,rt1.lCI:r~. The follOirinc stC!:i~i8tics represents tho ~lctivi ty 
of tIle . !Gdical Dcp;::rtnc11t durinG the !::.o:y~.li ,XL October 1968. 

(a) Total patients S0011 at siclc caD.. ~ 954 
(b) Total nmnber of i11pationts~ 0 
(c) Total number of physical oXaT.tino.cions: 101 
Cd) Total iIiU11ill1izatiOitls: 814 
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