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Command Chronology
1 Hovember 1968 to . 30 Hovember 1968
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PART 1 ORGANIZATIONLL DATA
1. Staff '
a. DProvisional larine Aireraft Group=39 1
(1) Col, Walter SIEIKO 1-30 ilov -68 GO
(2) LtCols. Louis A. GILLIVG 1-18 Hov 68 X0
(3) LtCols iaul W. NIESEI 19-30 Hov 68 X0
(4) Cept, Lawrence E. TAVKSLEY 1-30 Tov 68 S~-L/Adjutant
(5) Iaj. John L. HATHAMLY  1-30 Hov 68 S-2
(6) 1laje Charles E. CAON 1-1l, Hov 68 S-3
(7) LtCol, James A. WELLS, Jre 15-30 Nov 66 S-3
(8) ilaj. David G. WORITION 1-18 Hov 68 S=l
(9) Maje Herman C. BROWH 19-30 Hov 68 &=L
(10) laje Lobert M. SISO 1-30 flov 68 AwmSaf0
© (11) LCDR Rodney R. SCHEER 1-30 Hov 68 Chaplain
(12) LCDR Gordon ¥. KELLOGG . 1=30 Jov 68 Tlight Surgeon

b. Provisional Headquarters and lMaintenance Squadron=-39

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (2)
c. iarine lMedium Helicopter Squadron-161

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (3)
d. Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron=262

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (L)
¢cs lMarine Observation Squadron-6

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (5)
f. larine iir Traffic Control Unit=62

- (1) See page (1) of enclosure (I) to enclosure (6)

‘ge Heorine Air Traffic Control Unit-62 Dctachment Wit

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (7)

2+ Provisional Marine Aireraft Group-~39

1st arine Aircraft Wing _
Fleet.llarine Force Facific, FY0 San Francisco, 96602

Quang Tri Air Base, Republic of Vietnam
1-30 Ho%ember 1968 :
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3.

L.

Average Honthly Strength ;

P ekt AR A B
Merine Officers - 207 {avy Officers = 5
Marine Enlisted = 1200 Havy Enlisted = 15

Important Visitors

Licutenant Generel Lewis W WALT, Assistent Cormandant of the Iarine

Corps.

Brigadier General Henry Ws HISE, hssistant Wing Commander, First

Marine Aircraft Wing.
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The month of November saw the aircraft of ProviiiG=39 supvorting the
Third Harine Division in Operations Napoleon/Saline, Kentuelky 11, Scot-
land 11 and Lancaster 11, Six CH-LAD helicopters from HIi=161 sup=
ported the First larine Division in "Operation lleade Riverd!

November also saw the introduction of the OV=10i's into VII0=6. The .
pilots for these observation aircraft quickly familiarized themselves with
the area and began conducting visual reconnaissance missions as well as
artillery control naval gunfire spotting and tactical air coordination
(Airborne) which is the control of close air suprort missions flown by
fighters and bombersa

Aboard Quang Tri Airbese two SEA huts were constructed to house the
ProvilAG-39 S=1, with another hut under construction for the Commmications
Building. A new Bagse Defense Command Bunler is under construction, with
a completion date expected in carly December.

The over crowded conditions in the Officer's llves has becn alleviated
by enlarging the mess and completing the construction of the storage arca.

Efforts to prepare for the next downpour have been intensive in the
area of drainage and bunkering. Irosion control in the sircraft parking
nat area is under way, as well as concrete culvert headwallss The Mess-
halllg and the Enl::.oted en's Club drainage systcn has been rcpairoed.
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PART 111 SIGHIFICANT LVETS

Chronolocical Sequence of Lvents

1 November. 1968. ProviliG-39 flew 206.8 flight hours in support of Third
Harine Division, The houre werc primerily devoted to trooplifts and re-
supply of units 'l‘t fire support bascs znd in un.e Ffield, -

At Quang Tri Airfield, full honors were eritended to the Lseistent .
Commandant of the Marine Cor’os, Lieutenant General Lewis L. WilTe.

2 llovember 1968, Another light day of action sew ProvHAG-39 log 150.
flight hours in the usual activitics of resupply, trooplifts, iled-evacs
and aserial rccons. 4n 0-1 was hit by shrapncl, slightly wounding the 40 -
in the back seat. :

3 November 1968. . The first weeck of flovember renains Idght in commitients
for ProviliG-39, resulting in 159.2 flight houre. There were 19 Med~cvac
nissions flown which evacuated 2 emergency, 8 priority and 60 routine
med=evacs. ‘ A '

l; Hovember 1968, The action picked up in the ficld as the CH=-L6 aircraft
of HIT1-262 took fire, receiving 5 hits on = r(,supply mission for the Third
liarine Division.

5 Hovember 1968. At Queng Tri Airficld, the crash crevw responded quickly
to a fire on and around an frmy AH-1G, The man refucling wae taken to the
 hospital where he later died of buras.

6 November 1960, Low ceilings and poor visibility keot flight hours down
to 50.7 for FProviliG=39.

- 7 Hovember 1966« The OV-10A's of VMO-6 found an HVA base camp arca and
controlled 3 flights of F-li's against thc position, destroying 7 bunkors,
a o50 Cal. position and 10 meters of trench linc.

On an emcrgency trooplift of the 2nd Bn. Lth llarines, the lead CH-L6
of the HilI-262 flizht took hcavy fire on his alproach to the zone .ond wes
forced cdown to a clocr zone on the valley floor, on fire. The second
aircraft in the flight, flown by Capt. KNESE went doum to pick up the
dowmed crew and troops, then completed the rest of the trooplift without
incident. The lead aircraft was totally destroyed, but there were no
serious injurics.

8 Hovember 1968. There were 20h.5 f£light hours logged by iroviiG-39 in '

trooplifts, and the usual missions. . Change of Command was held in :
I1i-161 with L'bCol. ;ILJ.I rolleVlng LtCol, UIESET who became X0 of Prov~4,.G-39.

c»»n— v

s,y ‘M% N

L N L

s o,

(

¥
R i
Tt ey i

5 s, riie £

DECLASSIFIED




4 ®

3:RRRzgen —— SRR T
16 December 1966 e e L

9 November 1968. On a trooplift barely south of the DilZ a 122mm rocket
landed close to a CH-L6 of Hili-262, Onec of the other pilots in the flight -
saw the rocket launching site and directed the.ViD-6 gunbirds on them.

The fixed wing on station were directed onto. the rocket site md destroyed
it, enabling thc troophft to contlnue. ‘

10 November 1968. Happy Birthday. The aircraft sssigned to iled=evac
flew 17 missions, evacuating 31 emergency, 9 priority and L5 routine
med=evacs in supmort of Third MarDl'V‘ unitse . N

11 Hovember 1968. The weather was good as FroviliG=39 aircraft logged . =
215.0 flight hours. There were 1595 troops cerried as'frell as 65,9 tons -
of cargos ' .

12 Hovember 1968. ViD=-6 flew 100.5 fh"h‘b hours with the three types of
aircraft now organic, the JH-1E, O-lC/G ancd the new OV-10A. With HIIM-lql -
and Hi2{=262, ProvaG-39 logged 2lLL 8 fll"ht hours. . ' '

13 November 1968, i tactical trooplli‘t involving 10 CH-héD transport .
helicopters and L UH-1B gunbirds carried 1ll}; troops into threec tactical:
landing zones, Fire was taken and two crew members received minor wounds
but the 1ift was completed successfully. . -

1L November 1968« Twenty-four calls for licd-evaes wore answered, re-
sulting in the evacuation of 5 emergency, 29 priority and 70 rout,lne ne_d-_ |
evacs in support of Third llarDiv unlts. ' ~ S v .

15 Hovember 1968, Resupply missn.ons ty the two transport helicopter
squadrons cerried 103.3 tons of cargo as tho Group i‘low 211 9 fl:LQ,ht hours .
uneffected by weather, ‘

16 November 1968+ An HVA mortar position was hampering an cmergency re-
supply for a Third HarDiv unit. - The gunbirds of Vil0=6. effectlvoly sup-.
pressed the fire with their rockcts and mch:.nsgu.n.:. ,

17 Hovember 1968. A total of nine med-evac missions evacuated 3 emer=~
gency, 10 priority and L3 routine med=evocs. In 91 external and 5 in-
ternal 1oads Prov-l(;G-—39 aircraft ca.rrled 83 l tons of cargo.

18 Hovember 1968. - ProvJ;G-39 alrcraft logged 237.0 £light hours ner-v
forning med-evac, resupply, gun escort, visual recon, recon team in-
sertions, extractions and troopllfts.

19 November 1968. Trooplifts, resupply and med~evacs were part of the
comitment on ;rovMLG-39 as 208.5 flight houru were lo'"ged.'
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20 November 1968, Six CH-)6Ds from HIZI~161 participated in o trooplift
in support of 1st MarDiv units in "Operation ifeade River". Foum of the
six received battle damage.

21 Yovember 1968. In 212.L flight hours, ProviliG=-39 aircraft carried
20L3 troops, 60.9 tons of cargo and conducted 13 ned-evac missions which
carried § emergency, L priority and 55 routine med-evacs. Also covered '
was an Army CH=L7 who ran out of fuel in-the BalLong Valley. While Vi =6
gunbirds covered, HiTi-161 inserted a reaction force and then L berrels
of JP-l, enabling the CH-47 to return to his basc prior to night fall.

22 November 1968. A4 VHO=6 gunbird, Seawcrthy 9=6, had an engine failure
and mode o successful. autorotation into the Da Krong Valley where a tran=
sport helicopter from fifi=161 picked up the crewe. 4 CH-53 fron HH~162
recovered the downed aircraft and returned it to Quang Tri.

23 November 1968+ Aircraft in ProviliG-39 logced 167.2 £light hours with
Tew incidentss In Vi0-6, Capt. G. CARFEITER was hit by a 50 Cal. bullet
in the left leg while on a VR mission north of Dong Ha lHountaine

o), Novenber 1966, On a trooplift in support of frmy and ARVIT units from
north of the Rockpile to the Ba Long Valley, Hili-262 carricd 85k troops

while VHO-6 provided cover, supprescing the light small erms fire en~

countered.

25 November 1968. Thc observation aircraft of Vi0-6 received several hits
on scveral scparate aircraft while on visual recon missions neer Freedom
Bridge in the DMZ. Hone of the crews reccived any hits.

26 Hovember 1968 The sircraft of Provili3=39 flcw 255.6 flight hours
. carrying 1lLOL troops and 63.3 tons of cargo. Twenty~fiwe med-evac missions
evacuated 5 emergency, 65 priority and 28 roatine med-evacse

27 Hovember 1968 A Third IHarDiv recon tcam in contact nceded to be
extracted and two transport CH-L6's from iHii-262 answercd the call, Small
arms fire and morters impacting in the zone prevented an immediate ex-
traction, but on the third attempt into the zone, the recon tean was ex-
tracted léaving behind one KIA. Anothor CH-L6 tock a reaction force into
the zone and recovcred the body. o '

28 November 1968. A HIM-262 CH-L6 experienced an engine failure as he
disembarked troops while on 2 mission with J.S. frmy forces. Jpon at-
tempting a single engine toke~off, th: sccond engine had a power loss
causing him to make a forced landing in the valley below, Ln Lrmy Ci-5lL
carried the downed aircraft back to Quang Tri.
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29 November 1968, Weather limited flight operatlons to 99.2° fllﬁ‘h'b hours

as only 229 troops and 26:6 tons of cargo were carrled in sup‘.)ort of thc
Third MarDiv,.

30 November 1968. The weather -improved to permit 227.9 flight howrs in |
which 2380 troops were ¢arricd as well as 6948 tons of cargos  The air=
craft of ProvIIAG-39 ended the rnonth with 5820.9 i‘]ight hours ¢

e Personnel. o critical shortages existe

2. Admlm.stratmn. Admm:i.stratlon continues to be hampered by the in-
adequacy of office equipnent and materials. .

3. Awardse The following award recommendations have been -submi‘t.ted
during this perdiod:

a. Silver Star -1
b. IFCls = ) | .
ce Bronze Star - 5 A
d Air Hedals - 10 Single Mission 130 Strike/Flight
e. Navy Commendaticn - 12 A
f. Navy Aéhievemenﬁ -1
Le Casualties
a. Hostiles KIA ~0 - WIAz 9 |
b. Hon Hostile: DAI: O OTHER: 5

5. lorale/Melfare Programs

2. Special Ser'vices has completed an eunphitheater and has a ha ndba.ll
court under constructlon due to be completed in Janua:mr

be There have been 25 new tube wrinals 1n..,talled around the l:Lv:Lng
and working arcas. e

c. The Officer!s Mess has been enlarged and the mess storage area:
completed..

d. Drainage systems have been repaired in the SHCC showers, EM
Club and messhalle
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The Chaplmn reports the f@llow.mg .;‘ﬁc.tis 4
catagories as he functions in his varmus roles of ;mest L,ducater, . oun-

SuncL_y Celcbratlons' ' Hhamber Atténdance% Cmrmned
0. Chaplaln SCLT_EER (Luthera.n) : 4 20k 81
Chaplain KLAPS (Roman Catholic) i 13 86
Chaplain BORECZKY (Roman Catholic) 1 - 30 20
Ch‘_plaln ECKZR (Roman Catholi¢}y =~ 3 11k 937
Total 18 7 286
Weekday/lloly Day Memorlal Semcesz
Feasts of all Saints (RC) 2 22 20
CLP Units 8 A 9
Tuesday -evening RC Iass 2 16 Iy
Thanksglmng Day 1 1 N/4
Educatlon.
Rehg;ous Discuseion Group ' 37 WAL
Religious Information 5 8 /A,
Character Guidance 1 38 /L
Pastoral Counseling and Therapy:
Religious 7
Pre-larital T 5.
Domestic Conflicts 10
'Cha.racter Disorder 9
Ps}’c“loneurotlc - 6
. _Transfer-Dlscharge 7
‘Miscellancous - . 6
Lbove :Lnd:l.v:Ld j}ls seen in thera.py ;
' more than one time 43
~ Total ‘profe: al Counseling ‘
" cases £or lov 68 | 93
Red Cross ~ - 32
Brig VlSltS-_/ 1
Hospital Vi L
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A g C1v.1.c Affalr= trips were made in the Prov-
L Respons:.blllty 110 persons from the Group
riting Personal Response and Civic hction Pro-

The Dentist treated
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3 patients. lMed~Cap was conducted by Dr. G, ;iE[J_OGG and. Dr. R.A.. FIRGUSON
in 5 trips to 4 MO Hamlet with 204 patiente treated. 25 hours of Bnglish.
was taught to the Vietnamese of the TRIEU PHUIG secondary school. The
following materlal assistance was remdered to the Vietnomeses '

1 case of pinapples - 600 1bs, of lémber . 600 sheets of paper

1 case of grapes lhand 3aw - . - - . 200.plastic iledical Pottles
3 cases of vegetables 2 Garden Kits ... . boxes (25 lbe.) soap

3 cases of cabbage 1 hoe T blackbeards .

L, cases of apples - 3 shovels - 1 sickle

8. Intelligence, Enemy imitlated incldents of of fermive activity re- ..
mained at a very low levele Lack of contact or evidence of encmy unit
presence indicatecé that the major enemy units have withdrawn to Laos and
WVii, TInemy action against ProviiAG-39 was limited to ground fire against
Group aircraft. This was the third consecutive month that Quang TrZ -
lirfield was not targeted by enemy rocketeers, The mmmbar of aircraft:
roceiving fire more than tripled in comperison with the meewdous month,
and the mmber of aircraft hit was 15 more than in Octodaees Ground to

aiyr fire statistics:

THCIDINTS 0. ATRCRALFT HIT ATRCRIFT Dis STRONID vin o
105 2l 1 9

Lgent reports indicate that enemy is continddng to refft and re-
supply his major units, while taking advantage of thc bombing hal* to
build up his logistical support activities in the D7 and NVHo . -

99 Air Oggrat.ions
. ae HNovember Totals:

Sortics Hours Pax Tons. of Carzo

17,540 58209 38,640 1810.8 - -

Med=Evacs Med-Evac liissions
2,55L 550 .
e 10
L T .
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