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COll1l11anding General, First llarine Aircraft Wing (G-3) 

Comraand Chronology £01' the Period of 1-.30 HO'iTeIllber 1968$ sub­
mission of 

Ref: ~) W£;'O 5750.1C 

Enc1: 1) COlilYoland Chronology for Provisional 11arine Aircraft Group-39 
(2) ConuTland Chronology for l)rovisional Headquarters and 1Iain-

1 tenance Squadron-39 
3) Conunand Chronoloe;y for Harine Hecliulil Helicopter Squadron-161 

~ J, 4) Carar,Jand Chronology for lIa~ne Eec1i1.ll7l H~lico!!ter Squadron-262 
;;$5) COI\ll'il.l1nd Chronolo[:,'Y for Ha.nne Obsel'Vat~on Squadron-6 
I)r k 6) Command Chronoloc;Y for Harine Air Trai'fic ControliJni t-62 
'!Ii?) COl1U1\and Chronology for Harine Air 'rraffic Control Unit-62) 

Detachmen·t:. ItAn 

1. In accordance "r.!.th instructions containec~ in reference (a), enclo­
sures (1) throug.'1 (7) are subrni tted hcrewi tho 
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PROVISIOl'IAL NARINE AIRCnAFT GROUP-39 
Command Chronology. . 

, " 

1 November 1968 to 30 I:Tovombe:r 1968 

F1I.RT 1, 

l:ART II :'TIJ:U1ATIVE S JNNlu'1Y 

?fu"1.T III SImIIFICl'~ITEV]NTS 
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PART 1 OROAHIZATlmJJ~ DATA 

1. Staff -
a. Provisiona11Iarine Aircra:t't Group-39 

(1) Col. Walter snmm 
(2) LtCo1.' Louis A. G'1LLING 
( 3) LtCol. :i.aul vi. NIESmJ' 
(4) Ca.pt. La.wrence E. Tll.NKSLE:Y 
( ,,) Haj. J obn fl.. HATI-U~1rlf.Y 
( 6) l1a.j. Charles E. CA:IjlTOH 
(7) LtCol. James A. vmLI,S, Jr. 
( 8) Haj. David G. worumol'J 
(9) 11aj. Hennan C. l3ROi"JH 
( 10) Uaj. Ito 'bert H. SIIfr"SOH 
( 11) LCDR Rodney n.. SCHElm 
(12) LCDR Gordon li'. KELLOGG 

1';"30,lJov,68 CO 
1-18 fiov 68 XO 
19-30 Nov 68 XO 
1-30 ITov 6EJ S-l/AdjutaIr~ 
1-30 Nov 68 8-2 
1 .. i4 Hov 68 S-3 
15-30 Nov 65 S-3 
1-18 Hov 68 8-4 
19-30 Uov 68 S-ll 
1-30 iJov 68 AvnSafO 
1-30 Hov 613 Chaplain 
1-30 Hov 68 Flight Surgeon 

b. Provisional Headquarters and lIaintenance Squadron-39 

(1) See page (1) of encLOsure (1) to enclosure (2) 

c. Harina Hadi urn Helicopter Squadron-16l 

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure' (3) 

d. Narine ~IediuIl1 Helicopter Squadron-262 

(1) See page (1) of encloe:ure (1) to enclosure (4) 

e. }iarine Observation Sq1..Uldron-6 

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) -~o enclosure (5) 

f. llarine Iur Traffic Control iJni t-62 

, (1) S 08 page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (6) 

g. Harine Air Traffic Co'ntrol !lni t-62 Dotachment tiL. II 

(1) Sea page (1) of enclosuro'(l) to enclosure (7) 

2. ProvisionellTa.rinc Aircrai't Group"39 
1st lIarine Aircraft Wing 
Fleet.Harine 1"orce Facific, FPO .san Francisco, 
Quang Tri Air Ease; Repu'blic of Vietn.."Un 
1-30 lJo~mber 196'8t 
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3 • Average I-:onthly Streng.!:!! 

Narine Officers - 207 
Imrine Enlisted - 1200 

4. Imlj()l'tant Visitors. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
Hayy Officers - 5 
l'Ib:vy :enlisted - 15 

Lieutenant General Lelrris VI. HiILT, Assisto.nt Commandnnt of the Enrine 

Corps ~ 

Brigadier General Henry ~h HI0E, AssistDnt "VJing Commander, First 

Harine Aircraft '\rTing D 

,'P ... ~...,..r, .•. r .... " ....... , ... "~ ......... >n.:._.¥· .... ,' ..... •· .... ""':;_ ... _·.· ~ 

! fiil~H!"5Fj,,~,;~7j; Ill, (C;'!i>!;'; ~ ~ 
, '.~h Jll!"il,'':(,!c'~'!'' ,\,.,,1,,'\": \ 
i .. ' ~-", t.1 .,:.' ':" "\ :'~·~}'I-·:J.t!: ~J ~ 
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. PART 11 HARRfSlVE S Ut·jl11..RY 

., 
~ . " ... :; .'":, . 

'J·~'.t.~f -; ! 

The month of November saw the aircraft of ProvIJAG-39 su:pporting the 
Third lIurine Division in Operations Ua1X>leon/8allne, ICentucky 11, Scot­
land 11 and Lancaster 11 •. Six mI-h6D 'helicopters from HUH~16l sup­
ported the First Harine Division in "Operation lIeade River." 

November also saw the introduction of the OV .. IOAls into VUO-6. The 
pilots for thesG observation aircraft quickly familiarized themselves with 
the nrea and began conducting visual reconnaissance missions as well as 
artillery control, naval gunfire spotting and tactical air coordination 
(Airborne) which is the control of close nil" SUPi)Ort missions flown by 
fighters and PoIi1bers. 

Aboard Quang Tri Airbase two SEA huts 1;101"8 constructed to house the 
Provl1AG-39 8-1, lrlth another hut tmder construction for the Comrmmications 
Building. A ne1-l Base Defense Command Bunl~er is 1J..1'lC',Cr c.onstruction, 'tV':l"ih 
a completion date eXflected in oarly Decembor. 

The over crov1c1od conditions in the Officoj:IS Tross has b30n c.llevic.ted 
by enlarging the mess and complctine the construction of the storage area. 

Efforts to prepo.re for tho next downpour havo been intensive in the, 
ax-oa of drninage and bunkering. Erosion con:'Grol in the circrnft lJ..'1.I'killg 
mat area is l.mder way, 11S lorell as concrete culvert headl..ralls. The HCSf;­

haUl, and the Enliet.ed Hen'a Clubdra.ina.[;o 8;)rston haabeen repaired. 

1 MOO~U\$$~W~1E1ID I 
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PAI1T ill S ImIIFI CAtTT :CVI;~rI'8 

ChronoloGical Sequence· of Events 

1 i'Iovember.1968~ ProvIIAG-39 flew 206.8 flight hO;lrs in support of Thil:'d 
lIarine Division. The hOllr:;: were prilnarily devoted to trooplifts [l.nd re­
supply of units at fire support ooses and in tllo field. 

i~t Qua.ng Tri Airfield, full honors liJere extended to the Astistant 
Comrflllndant of the rIurine Corps; Lieutenant General Lewis L. VliJ.,T. 

2 November 1968. ii.nothor light clay of action snw Provf1A.G-39 lOG 150.2 
flight hours in the usual activities of resupply, trooplifts, llec1-eve.cs 
and aerial recons. 1m 0-1 vms hit ~~ shrapnel, slightly Nmmding the AO 
in the oo.ck seat. 

3 November 1968 •. The first l'Jeck of ;:IovGr.1bor rcr,lnins light in comnti. tmants 
for Prov1'IAG-39, resulting in 159.2 flight hOLITE. There were 19 l'1ed-avnc 
missions flolm v1m.ch evacuated 2 emcrgonc;r, 8 priority and 60 routine 
med--evac~. 

4 l10vembcr 1968. The action picked up in the field as the CR -46 airei~C!.ft 
of Hl'JII-262 took fire, receivinG 5 hits on a rcsupplymission for tho Third 
Harine Divisj.on. 

5 November 1968. At Quang Tri Idrfiold, tho crash erOH responded quickly 
to II fire on and m'ound an lirrn.y AFI-IG. Tho W1J.1 refuGlinf~ H[1.S taken to the 
hospital "lhere he later died of burns. 

6 Hovember 19@. Lmt ceilings and poor visi'uiJ.ity kept flight hours dmm 
to 5S.7 for ProvlIf:...G-39. 

7 Hovember 1968. The OV-1Ql\.' s of VNO-6 found an UVA base camp area and 
controlled 3 flights of F-i, 's aGainst the pOSition, destroying 7 bunkors, 
a SO C0.1. position and 10 meters 6f trench linG. 

On an emorgency trooplift of the 2nd En. 4th :;lclrines, the lead CR -h6 
of the HNII-262 ·flight took heavy firo 011 his cl)proach to tho zone .o.no. we.s 
forced c10tm to a clear zone on tho vnlloy floor, 0:'1 fire. The socond 
aircrrlft in the flight, flovm by Crlpt. KNESE vTOl'lt a.olm to pick u:p the 
dO'lmed crG1"i" and troops, then cora:plot6rl .tho rest of the trooplift lJithout 
incident. The lead ci.rcJ;'nft u'as totally destroyed, but thoro "Jore no 
serious injuries. 
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9 November 1968. On n trooplift barely south of the'Dj:iZ u l22inm roclect 
landed close to a CH-46 of m:lH-262. One of the other pilots in the flight 
Sa.ll the rocket launching, 5i to and directed tho', VllO-6 gunbirds on them. 
The fixed .dng on station l'Tcrc dirocted onto the rocket 8i te and destroyed 
it, enabling tho trooplift to continue.' " '...",' " 

10 November 1968. Happy Birthday. ' The aircraft' assigned to I1ed-evac 
flew 11 miSSiOns, evacuating 31 aaergency, 9 priority and 45 routine 
mod -evacs in support of Third UarDi v uri:i ts., . 

11 November 1968. The vleather lV'as good as ProvriAG-39 aircrD..f't logged, 
245.0 flight hours. There'illera 1595 troops carried 0.8(1011 as 65 .• 9 tons 
of cargo. . '" . 

l2 Uoyember 1968. VID-6 flet., 100., flight hours 1"rith the threetY'pes of 
aircraft nOl-1 organic, the (JH-lC, 0-lC/G Ul'ld the neti OV-lOA. vJith .illf·I-l61 
and IDJI>f-262, Prov!JJ~G-39 logged 214.8 flight hours. 

13 November 1968. i' .. tactical trooplift involving 10 CH-46D transport , 
helicopters and 4 UH-lE gunbirdB carried llh4 troops into three tactical' 
landing zones. Fire was taken and two crew members rocei ved minor "trounds , 
but the lift lJD.S completed successfully. . . 

14 November 1968. Tr'lcnty-four calls for fiod-evt'.cs v!ore an~;1n~red, re­
sulting in the evacuation of 5 emergency, 29 priority and 70 routine med~, 
evacs in support of Third UnrDi v units. ' 

15 Hovembe~ 1968~ Resupply missions by the t.vo tranSport helicoptor 
squadrons crxried 103.3 tons of cnrgo as the Group flel), 211.9, fliGht hours 
uneffected by weo.ther. ' . ,-, 

16 lTovember 1968. IJn INA mortnr position 1ms harnporing an cmer~oncy re­
supply for a TIi3:;rd HarDiv unit •. 'The ·gUn'birc'.s of V1iO~ef£cc'f;.ivo1y sup­
pressed the fire with their roelects and mc.chinegUIl$e , 

17 lTovemoor 1968. A total of nino med-evt'.c missions O¥f'.cuntcd 3 emer­
gency, 10 priority and 4.3 routine mcd-ev~cs. In 91' external and 5 in­
ternal loads" -Provlll~G-39 aircraft carried: 83.4 tons of cqi-go. 

18 lTovember 1968. 'ProvHt..G-39 aircraft 16gc;cd 237 .0 flight hoursp~­
£ormixle mcd-evuc, resupply, gun escort, visual recon, .recon tenm'i'n:": 
sertions, cxtractions and troop1ifts. 

19 Hovember 1968. Trooplifts, resupply ane. ·med.""EWElcs were part of the 
commitmont on 15rovlIAG-39 as 208.5 ·fli~ht.hours Here logged • 
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20 November 1968. Six CH-46Ds from I-ll'lti-16l participated in a trooplift 
in support of 1st 11arDiv units in nOperation l1eadc River". FoUl' of the 
six received battle dc~ge. 

21 November 1968. In 212.4 flight hours, Prov'l:ffI.G-39 aircraft carried 
20liJ troops, 60 .. 9 tons of cargo and conducted 13 liled~cvac missions wbich 
carried, emergency, 4 priority and 55 routine 1iled~evacs. Also covered ' 
was an lm,lY CH-47 who ran out of fuel in ·the Bc'11ong Valley. "Wle VHC-6 
gunbirds covered, IDJrl-16l inserted a reaction force and' then 4 h.".I'l~els 
of JP-4, enablin,z the CH-47 to return to his boso pr:1.or to night fall. 

22 November 1968. A VHO-6 gunbird, SemV'orthy 9~,_ rod an engine failure 
and made a successful autorote-tion into the Da Krong Valley where a tran­
sport helicopter from rn·lil-16l picked up the cret.. L. eli -53 from Hi'iiH -L,62 
recovered the douned aircraft and returned it to QuanG Tri. 

23 November 1968. Aircraft in ProvIfAG-39 lOGGcd 167.2 flight hours 1.n.th 
few incidents. In Vi·IO-6, Capt. G. Cl..J:1f'EiTTER was hit by a .50 Cal. bullet 
in the left leg lifbil€; on a VR mission north of Dong Ha l:Ioun'k-un. 

24 November 1968. On a trooplift in support of l~rm~'I' and li.I1V.i'T units from 
north of the Rocl:pile to the Ba Long Valley, Fn)I,I-262 carriGd 854 troops 
while VrIO-6 provided cover, suppressing tho light sr,lD..ll 2.rInS firo en­
c01.Ultered. 

25 November 1968. Tho observation Clircraft of vno-6 received severel hits 
on several sepcrate aircraft ~Thile on visun1 recon, nussions nee..r Freedom 
Bridge in tho DHZ. Hone of the crmJ's recoi ved any hits. 

26 November 1968. The aircraft of ProvHl .. G-39 flow 255.6 flight hours 
carryi,ng 1464 troops [',nd 63-3 tons of CD.!'go. Twollty .. .fil'lel,'led-evnc rJli.ssions 
evacuated 5 emergency, 65 priority and 28 rO!lt~ne r,led-eVIlCS_ 

27 November 1968. A Third HarDi v recon town in contact nGec~ed to be 
extracted and tl.ro trans port eH -46 I S fr01;l tIT:llI-262 fmsH'erod the call. 8mclll 
arms fire and mortars impacting in the zone prevontod an immediate ex­
traction, but on the third attempt into tlw zono, tho recon teaH .rllS ex­
tracted leaving behind one KIA. Another CH-L..6 too\ a reaction forc0 into 
the zone and recovored the body •. 

28 l~ovember 1968. A ID'lM:-262 CH-46 experienced an enr;ino failure as he 
disembarked troops 'mile on a mission 'tn. th u.S. i!..l"'illY forces. 'Jpon at­
temptinG a sil.1[tlo engine truce-off, th: socond Emzine had a p01fGr loss 
causing him to malee a forced If'.nding in the v[l,lley beloi-f. 1;.n Lrr;J.Y CH-.5~, 
carried ~he clownod aircraft back to Wc'1.nc; Tri. 
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29 November 1968. Weather limited flight operatiol1sto 99.2 flight hours 
as only 229 troops and 26.6 tons of cargo Nere carried in support of the 
Third ~furDiv. 

30 November 1968. The weather . improved to permit 227.9 flight hours in 
which 23BO troops were carrio.d as well Us 69.8 tons of ,curgo. The o.ir­
craft of FrovHll.G-39 ended the month 'tdth 5820.9 flight hoUrs. 

1. Personnel. no erl,.~c~l shortages exist. 

2. Administration. Admi1'listration continues to be har.lpered 'by the in­
adequacy of office equipnent :;md matericJ.s. 

3. '!.Wards. The following &vard recommendntions have been submitted 
during this period: 

a. Silver Star - 1 

b. UFCts - 4 

c. Bronze Star - 5 

d. Air Hedals - 10 Single lussion130 Strike!Jflight 

e. Navy Comme,ndation - 12 

f.. Navy Achievement - 1 

4. Casualties 

a.. Hostile & KIA - 0 WIA= 9 

b. Hon Hostile: D.AI: 0 OTHER; 5 

5. l10raleAielfare Programs 

a. Specinl Services has completed an amphitheater and has n' handball 
court under construction due to 'be completed in January. 

b. There have been 25 new tube urinalB installed around the living 
and working areas. 

c. The Officer I s Hess hnB ooen enlarged and the mess, storage area' 
completed., 

d. Drainage systems have been repaired in the SHOO showers, £11 
Club a.nd me~shall. 

~>'. ,', . ,.". '''''''''- 8 
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6. Statistic8~ ArullYsis. TheChapllirt reI-orts the t:QUow:i~~:st~tjj_~~~~~~ 
~at~ories, as' he i'unctiol1B in his y¢ous 'r-~les Of l}ciest, TI4tic'a:toti :€.¢,~" 
s.~lor '~~d '9iVic Action Officer. " " 

'~:h Suiida;y Celebrations: 

Chap:1ain SCHEER. (tutheron) , ,8: 
Chaplain KI..iU"'P$ (ItomanCatholic) h 
Cha.pla:j;n BORECZKY (Roman CathQlic) 1 
Ch,nPl,ain ECKER {Roman Catholic} 3 ,,;',':,' ,,' Total 16 

l;)- WeEikdayj}Io1.y Day ,~1,emor1a1 Se:rvice~~ 
.>", d, ,'.>,' ._" "" . ",. <" '. ','". .', • 

Feasts o,t' all Saints {RO) 2 
c.r..? TIM tS " " . 8 
T,u,esday ,~vening RC ~1ass2 
'rlJ#sgiv,tng Day 1 

• 1,,- r 

;>\",,, ;It:. 

c.Education: 

Religi,ous DiscUssion Group 
Religious, Information 
Character Guidance . 

'4" Pastorai 'co~ellng and Therap;z' 

ReligioUs 
Pre -}1ari tal 
DomestiC' . CorlfUcts 
:cliaract~r DisoMer, 
'Psyc::honeUrotic -, 
. Trans:rer~IHs¢harge 

'NiscellanOOU6 ' 

,~ 
5 
1 

AbOve :id4iv;i4~:~s~eniri thm.-apy 
, , more th,nn orie time 43 

Total.prot~f3$£§ilal Cc;nlhSsllrig 
, ' caseS Ier: }rev.68 ,,', '" " 

Red Cro'ss -.' '.' ""f, " 

Brig Visi ta _ ~, " 
Ho~pi tal, Vis~~o' 

93 
32 

1 
4 

204 
·,.~i. 
~. 

·)0 
11k 
~., 

22 
7i 
16 
II 

81 
~6 
'~O 
93 

250 

20 
9 

liLt 
H/l~ 

utA 
NIh.. 
n/A, 

. '. ". .' 'r;,t~~~i:'~:' . _" " ." 
1.Ciiric ,Wll:h!lS:, ',~hty, Civi,c Affairs trips were made in the pr¢v .. 

" ...... ~\-':' .• ;,,\~~,'-. .;':;; '.~ ; '- ""f -'t- . - ,. . .. " 

lJ.l'~~39·Ci vic Actiol;\~~§:I.c ,of'R'espGnsibill ty. 110 persons from the Group 
compO'S'ed thlf te'aril:$;:'5"" :" '~ti'&ing?ersohal Response and Civic l~ction Pro;' 
j'ec~~~;~-~~~~1;;~~.,;>lcted, by;'Dr. J.T. Curtiss. The Dentist treated 

f .{~~li11H!{,~~({i( ,W' ~l;~l:;jr,r 9 
.. ".. ... ~~~-<-' .. ~.~~~., '." 
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3 patients., I!ed-<:ap was conducted by' Dr.. 'G ~ ImLLO"'.lG and Dr. Ii.!. FmGuSoN 
in 5 tr:i.ps to l..:£T 1"10 Hmnlet with 204 pa:tien·;.a t:cented" 26 hours of inBlish, 
'\Jad taught to the VietnameSE) of the TRIEU PHO:JG secondary school. The 
following material assistance was rendered to the Vietr.k~e, 

... ( .' . . . 

600 sheets of paper 1 caso of pinapples 
1 case of grapes 

600 lbs. of !amber 
1 hand saw 200 ,plaBtici Hedieal lbtt1es 

3 cases of vegetables 
3 eases of, cabbage 

2 Garden Kits, .. 
1 hoe 

J boxes (25 100;) soap tP 
It blnck}:X)ards' , 

4 cases of apples 3 sho'i791s' 1 eick1e 

8. Intelligence. Enan;v 1r4t1.a.ted ind.dentB of o!r8llll:l:n activity re-. '. 
roamed at ~ very low level. Lack of COD.ta.i::t or evidence of enemy uni. t 
presence indicateS. that the lIBJor enemy u,nj"ts have lfithdtaw"Il to Laos and 
mm. Enemy action against Pl"O'YfWl-J9 was limited to grow tiro agd.nst 
Group aircraft. This was the third consecutive month ~t ,Quang ,'l'r:. . 
ld.r.field was not targeted by ene1V rocketeers 4! the llIJJIIIMr cd 'aircraf't· 
receiving'fire more than tripled in comparison with ~~ous month~ 
am the number of aircraft hit loms 15 lIIOrs thrul in Octo.... Ground to 
air fire statistics: 

I!~CIDEJ~TS 

lOS 24 1 9 

Agent reports indicate that e~ i! continuing to re!1tand re­
suPPlY' his major units, wh;i.le taking advantage of the bombing hal":. to 
build up his logistica.l SUpport activities in the DJ.'Z and NVN.' 

9., Air Operations 

a. November Totals: 

Sorties ~ ~ Tons of Oargo 

l7,S40 ,S820.9 38,640 1810.8 . 

Mecl-Evac lIissione 

550 
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