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PART I ORGANTZATIONAL DATA

1. Staff

a,’ Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39

(1) Cole Walter SIENKO 1-31Dec68 GO

(2) LtCol, Paul W, NIESEN 1-31Dec68 X0

(3) Capt. lawrence E, TANKSIEY 1-31Dec68 s-1/AdJutant
(4) Majo John A, HATHAWAY 1-16Decb8  S=2

(5) LtCol. Billy D. BOULDIN 17-31Decé8 S

(6) LtCol, James A, WELLS Jr. 1=31DechH8 Se3

(7) Majo Herman C. BROWN 1-31Decb8 S-4

(8) Maj. Robert N. SIMPSON 1-31Decé8  AvnSafety0

(9) ICDR Rodney R. SCHEER 1-31Dec68 Chaplain

(10) ICDR Gordon F, KELLOGG 1-31Decé8 Flight Surgeon

be Provisional Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 39

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to ‘enclosure (2)
ce Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (3)
de Marine Medium Helicopter SQuadron 262

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (L)
es Marine Oﬁs érvation Squadron 6

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (5)
f+ Marine Air Traffic Control Unit 62

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (6)

Bs. Marine Air Traffic Control Unit 62 Detachment "A"

S ?‘5;"

2. Provisional Marine .l{lrcraft Group 39
1st Marine Adircraft Wing
Fleet Marine Force Pacific, FPO San Francisco 96602
Quang Tri Air Base, Republlc of Vietnam
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" PART IT JARRATIVE summy

. The last nonth in 1968 ended u:lth ProviIAG-39 supporting the 3RD I’IARDIV
and 1lst MARDIV in southern I CORPS. In operations with the 3RD MARDIV;
ProviikG=39 aircraft and crews participated in opcrations; Dawson River,
Kentucky II, lMarshall llountain and Scotland II. lonsoon type weather ham=
pered operations on several days and early morming ground fog held up resupply
and troop lift operations in the hllls of the BR.D 1.ABDIV TADR& :

Aboard Quang Tr:L Airoase, constructlon of various buildings and bunkers
has been on the increase. Racks are being built for Motor Transport to work
on their vehicles, and ten concrete bunkers for perimeter defense are nearing
complotione The runway erosion repair has been 33% completed, taxiway 25%
conplete and parking mat erosion repair 1% completes The handball court.,

a Special Semce proaect was completed by Viethamese contractors

PART III SIGHIFICANT EVEITS

Chronological Seguéﬁce of Events

1 December 1968, LU RILL aircraft logged 1932 flight hours in recon
inserts/extracts, med-evacs, resupply,. trooplifts, visual recon and TAC(A).

2 December 1968 Lfter belng divertod from a resupoly miscion at Vandergrii‘t
Combat Lase, L aircraft of iIfi-262 were called upon to insert and then °
extract a platoon sized reaction force in support of an Army reccn unite
Army UL~li Lift birds extracted the Army team, then the CIATTEREOX aircraft
extracted the Marine platoon under the cover of the VHO <% gunbirdse &arlier
in the day, SEAWORTIY 97-1 an O=lG was shot down, killing the pilet and the
observers. A recovery force was inserted and the bod:Les extracted without
enemy contacte: : . C :

3 Decémber 1968« On a recon team 1nsert for the BT?D III.RDIV s the transport
helicopters of iifi=161 took fire in the LZs The team was removed under the
cover of the UH=1E gunbirds of V‘IO-6.

h-December 1968 I}IL‘-161 was echedulad for a trooplift for the 1st ARVN
Battalion. The two aircraft assigned flew 6.3 hours, carrying 293 troops |
and 4.0 tons of cargo. The group as a whole flew 190.9 Flt. ilrs, in 548

sortiese
NCLOSURE (1)
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5 December 1968, On a SPARROW HAWK miseion, HTi~161 inserted 67 troops
against some WVA spotted by a SEAWORTHY observation alrcraft. The STAWORTHY
gunblrds covered the lj CH-6Ds and dirccted a flight of F-i's on the target,
receiving 2 secondary explosionss

6 Decenber 1968,. WALNUT HILL aircraft logged 197.3 flight hours, carrying

907 troops and 66,6 tons of cargo. An emergency recon team extraction was
successfully completed by HMii=262 with VI0=6 gunbirds coveringe

7 December 1968, An "emergency" trooplift of 1300 men was ordered and the
WLLNUT HILL aircraft of resupply and normal troopllft mission for Vander=-
grift Combat Base were diverted to conduct the missione There were 8 CH-L6's
from IEM-262 and 3 from HM=161 with |, gunbirds from VMO-G to make up the
flight. There were several proposed landing zones briefed, but enemy fire

.. narrowed the choice; and caused alternate zones to be-useds The entire lift
" 'was' completed without any accidents or injury to persomncle .

8 December 1968, The CH=6's of HMM=262 were highlighted in an emergency
extraction of a reon team under fire. CAPTATN VAl WINKEL was able to get

the team out even though his aircraft sustained several small arms hitse -
The group as. a whole logged 217.8 flight hours in support of the 3RD MiRDIV. .

9 December 1968, i Ci=l6 from HIR=161 was hit by eneny fire and forced down
across the border into LACSe. All hands were picked up Ly another CATTLECLLL
CH=li6e The aircraft was destroyed by fixed wing when JVA were observed in
and arourd. the aircraft.

10 December 19680 An 0~-1C, ShJHORTHY 97-1, received credit for 3 KBA'S
while controlling a fllaht of fixed wing on bunkers and a «50CAL positione
The.group flew 21,2.2 flight hours in »z.th 1,953 troops and 77.9 tons of
cargo were carriede . .

11 December 1968, While controlllng scveral flights of fixed wing on IIVA
positions, SEAWORTHY 98-3 an'( V-1QL counted numerous secondary exp1051ons '
and destroyed one .50CAL positione

12 December 1968, Recon extractions were the highlight of the day. CATTLE=
CALL CH=L6's received damage from an RFG round during an insecrt, whlle being
covered by the SEAWORTHY guntirds. '

13 December 1968, Recon team "OLD COLOHLL" captured an VA prisoner in the
DMZ and was extracted as the runblrds of VMD-6 covered the extract by laying
dovmaseurato suppressive fire. Else where, one CH=L6 from Hili=262 made a
hoist pick up of a recon team after damaging his aft rotor blades in an
attempted landing in high elephant grasse.
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1} December 1968, WALIUT HILL aircraft flew 217.2 hours in 605 sorties. .

Trooplifts were the le[,eS‘b operations. of the day, but were all completed
in spite of enemy smll arms firee . ~

15 December 1968, Troophfts , resupply, art:u.llery spottlng, med-evac’ and
gunship escort accounted for 161.8 flight hours for the aircraft of -

. ProvMAG =39..

‘16 December 1968 When the lead aircraft of a trooplift took fire in a pass

over the zone, the SE/WORTHY gunbirds controlled a flight .of fixed wing air=
craft on the zene and then further prepped the area with machine gun fire,
The CATTLECALL aircraft then went 1nto the zone again, taking no fire the
second time,

17 Docember 19680‘ In light action, the crews and alrcraft of WALJUT HILL .
logged 1lilj0 flight hours in 383 sorties. There were 19 med-evac missions
flown which carried | emergency, 2 pr:Lor:Lty, and 90 routine medevacs.

20 December 1068 I“lying in support of the 3RD MIRDIV, there were three
recon miselons flown, 1 insert/extract and 1 emergency extract« The
emergency extract -was under enemy fire which was suppressed by three
SENJORTIIY gunbirdse -

21 December 19680 lLgain, recon team emergency extracts proved to be the :
highlight of the day. The UH-1E gunbirds, O-1C obscrvation birds and the

" OV-10A "BROWCO"s of WMO=-6 worked successfully as a team to suppress heavy

enemy fire on DRIVING TEST recon team. Many flights of fixed wing were
controlled on target very close to the team with excellent results. The
CH-L6's of HII~161 arrived and SU.G(‘OSSlelJ extracted.the tea.m w:.thout sas-
taining any hits. , -

22 December 19680' The aircraft and crews of ProviiG-39 flew 81.6 hours
on a day of low ceilings, poor visibility and drizzling rain. Even though

the weather was poor, a 500 man trooplift in Operation DAWSOH RIVER. was

conducted without incident,

23 December 1968, The gunbirds of VID~6 and the transports of HTi-262
joined forces to perform an emerzency extract in the DA KRONG Valley of

a rccon team surrounded by an unknown sized enemy force. Heavy fire was .
taken but suppressii. fire by the gunbirds enabled the transports to
successfully extract the team in the poorest weather conditions possibles

2} December 1968, With good weather again, flight operations picked upa
There were 182.3 flight hours logged, 1480 troops and 79.L tons of cargo
carried, and 2l med-evac missions flown carrying 30 energency, Ll priority
and 57 routine med-evacs,

5
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25 December 1968, Christmas in Quang Tri saw ProvlMiG=39 aircraft log 133.1
flight hours. The O~l observation aircraft of VMO=6 noted HVA movement in
the DMZ, north of the BEW HAI River, in the form of trucks, a crane and
personnel.

TN s

s
!
b

26 December 1968. The runwa& at Quang Tri was closed for repeirs, causing
the OV-1CiYta and the O-1's tc operate out of phu Eai and Dong Ha respectlvely.
Recon insertions were the highlights of the day, with L teams inserted.

27 December 1968+ There Wwere 7 recon insertions for 3RD RECOH. All were'
completed success=fullys The group as a whole logged 157.4 flight hours
in 399 sorties.

28 December 1968 Recon teams surrounded called for support in the form of
suppressive fire and emergency extractione Aifter rearming and refueling,
the gunbirds of VMO~6 covered the transports of HiM-16l while they inserted
a reaction force to aid the surrounded recon team and exploit contacte

29 December 1968. Trooplifts and recon team extractions under fire were

the order of the dayes Heavy fire on the extraction of recon team SETTLEMENT
and BELMONT TO.IES was received but suppressive fire by SEAWORTHY and the
skill of the CATTLECALL transport helos successfully extracted the teamse

30 December 1968a. Recon team extractions again proved to be the highlight
of the day for ProvMAG=39 aircraft. On the whole, the group logned 17243
£flight hours in 516 sorties.

31 December 1968, In support of the lst MARDIV and 3RD MARDIV,EroviiiG=39
aircraft logped 21969 flizht hours in 621 sorties, There were 7 recon team
insertions, 2 extractions, and suppressive fire missions flown for recon,
The year ended with ProviiG-39 aircraft logzing 5,553.0 flight hours for
Decenmber,

ls Personnels Mo critical shortages existes

2o Administration. Administration continues to be hampered by the inade-
quacy of office equipment and materials.

3. {wardse The following award recormendations have been submitted during
this periods

as Silver Star = 2
b. DFC!'s =6
ce. Bronze Star =1

P Ve s v

d.?,ga“ Modals -3”Sinble Mission  1lL Strike/Flight

T
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es Purple Heart - 6 o
f. Havy Commendation - 17
ge Navy ILchiévement -11

he Certificate of Commendation - 1

Casualticse

a. Hostile: KIA =1 WIi =3

b. Non-Hostilet DAL = O Other = 12
Moral/Alelfare Programs.

s A Vietnamese constructed handball court was_ completed.and is now in .

USee

be The Group provided a hehcopter that transported sixteen (16) persons

to the BILLY GRAHAM Service in Phu Bai on 22 December 1968,

6.

Statistical Analysis. The Chapla:l.n reports the following statlstlcal

categories as he functions in his various roles of Priest, Educator, Coun-
selor and Civic Act:.on Officera

ae« Sunday Celebrations: Humber Lttendance Command
Chaplain SCHEER (Lutheran) 10 264 121
Chapla.ln ECKER (Roman Catholic) 10 307 270
- Total 20 o7 38

be —Weekda,v/Holy'Day/I'Temorial'Services: '

1132 30

- Chaplaln SCHEER (Lutheran) 2
Cha.plain ECKER (Roman Cathollc) 6 131 119
CAP Units 8 80 13
Memorial Services 1 28 /L
ce Lducation:
. .. Religious Discussion Group 3 2L W/
v Rellg:.ous -Instructions - 7 .1 ' N/A

S "
S T ‘ \ D
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de. Pastoral Counseling and Threapys:

Religious , 5
Pre-Marital 5
Domestic Conflicis 12
Character Disorder 16
Psychoneurotic L
Family Relations 3
Miscellanecus 11

Above individuals seen in therapy
more than onces 38

Total Proferzionnl Counseling
cases Tor December 1963 10l
Red Cross o 28

brig Visits 2

-

Hospital Visits"

7. Civiec Affairs,

Fourteen (1)) Civic Affairs %rips were made in the MAG-39 Civic Action
area of Responsibility. 101 persons from the Group composed the teams
implementing Personal Response and Civic Action Projectse 1 Dent~Cap was
conducted with ten (10) patients and six {6) extractions. 3 lMed~Cap trips
were conducted with 163 patients and 212 trcatmentse 25 hours of English
was taught in the TRIEU PHONG secondary school. The following material
assistance was rendered to the Vietnameses '

600 1bs of vegetables
6 cases of C=Rats

}; boxes of school supplies

1 box of coockies and candy

— s | UNCLASSIFIED
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80 INTELLIGENCE.

as Enemy initiated incidents or offensive activity remained at a very
low level, Lack of contact or evidence of enemy unit presence indicates
that the major enemy units are still located in LLOS and NVN and are using
the bombing halt to continue to build vp thelr logistical support activities,
Enemy action against PMAG=39 was limited to ground fire against Group
aircrafta. This was the fourth consecutive month that Quang Tr¥ Airfield
was not targeted by enemy rocketeerss The number of aircraft recelving hits
was 1l less than in Hovember.

Ground to air fire statistics: ’

TCIDENTS : NO. 4IRCRAFT HIT  ATRCRAFT DESTROYED WIA KIL
67 ' 10 2 3 1

b. PMAG=39 S=2 welcomed aboard a new officer-In-Charge on 16 December,
when LtCole Bs Do  BOWDIN arrived. The Group Intelligence Section now has
3 officers (LtCol, Major, 1lstlLt) and L enlisted (1 GySgt, 3 LCplis),

9. MEDIC{lL.

ae The following statistlcs represents the activity of the lledical
Depaxtment during the month of December, 1968

(2) Total patients seen at sick call 795
(b) Total number of inpatients 0
(e¢) Total number of Physical examinatdons Sl
(d) Total immunizations 563

10, 4IR OFERATIONS,

ae DECEMBER TOT.LS

HOURS _l_P;A,z(_ TONS OF CARCZO MED-EVAC ITISSIONS
555534¢ 36,605 1960@.8 651
3,88k
9

DECLASSIFIED




