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Subj : Command Chronology- For the Period of 1-31 December 196~; submi ssion of 

Ref: (a) ~1g0 575O.1C 

Encl: -.i(l) Command Chronology' for Provisional Mlrine Aircraft Group 39 
J(I) Command Chronology for Provisional Haadquarters & Mlintenance 

, 'Squadron 39 
i(,) Command Chronology for M'3.rine Medj.ulU Helicopter Squadron 161 
~~4) Command Chronology for Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 262 
~!f) Command Chronology for Mirine Observation Squadron 6 
J.{~) Connnand Chronology for Harine Air Traffic Control Unit 62 
j(7.) Command Chronology for Marine Air Traffic Control UtJi t 62 

Detachment "A" 
1. In accordance with instructions contained in reference (a), enclosures 
(1) through (7) are submitted herewltll. 
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PART I ORG~ZATION~JL DATA 

a. Provis:Lona1 M3.rine Aircraft Group 39 

(1) 001. '.falter SJENKO 
(2) LtCol. Paul lof. NIESEN 
(3) Oapt. lalNl'ence E. TANKSIEY 
(4) Maj. John A. HATHAHAY 
(5) LtOol. Billy D. BOULDIN 
(6) ttOo1.: James A. NELLS Jr. 
(7) Maj.: Herman C. BROWN 
(8) Maj. Robert N. SIMPSON 
(9) LODR Rodney R. SCHEER 

(10) IODR Gordon F. KELLOGG 

I-J1Dec68 
I-J1Dec68 
1-3lDec68 
1-16Dec68 

17-J1Dec68 
1-31Dec68 
1-31Dec68 
l-31:D9068 
I-J1Dec68 
1-31Dec68 

b. Provisional Headquarters and Uaintenance Squadron 39 

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (2) 

c. Marine Uedium Helicopter Squadron 161 

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (3) 

d. Marine Nedium Helicopter Squadron 262 

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (4) 

e. 11arine Observation Squadron 6 

(1) See page (1) of enclosure 0..) to enclosure (5) 

f. Marine. Air Traffic Control Unit 62 

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (6) 

"Jt\,.~, .• ]:1arine Air Traffic Control Unit 62, Detachment "All 
I ~-~)~. ~ .... ~ ...... ~ ....... . "~''''''''~''''''_'_.u'''''''''''''. . 

f ili::1fJ!G~rr):.'$~ rp~~rj~]) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (7) 
I .,."".{ l,:,j.\t\~-':fr~.~ .. t;(!.IJ;/IH~:,~ { 

20 proVlsiorialti~~~.krcraft Group 39 
Is t Harine Aircraft Wing 
Fleet I1arine Force" Pacific, FPO San Francisco 96602 
Quang Tri Air Ease" Republic of Vietnam 

CO 
XO 
S-l/.ll.djutant 
5-2 
s-2 
8-3 
8-4 
AvDSafetyO 
Ohaplain 
Flight Surgeon 

1-3iiJR"i~_f1§~68 .:'" 

"DnOSUM!"\t) 2 I nnlM~llmllf~iil 
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PART I 

PART II 

P<IlJtT III 

COlllilllindOhronology .. -

1 December 1968 to .31 December 1968 

" ,.' 
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- NARRATrtrE 'SU11MARr 
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3. Average 110nthly Strength 

l'Iarine ,Officers 

Ii avy Officers 

196 

5 

4. Important Visitors: i·Tone. 

DECLASSIFIED 

liarine Enlisted 

EnvY Enlisted 

PART II NARRATIVE SUll1·:;t..RY 

1166 

l.S· 

.:J 

The last I.lonth in 1968 onded ~rl. th ProvrIAG-39 supporting the 3RD lWJtDIv 
and 1st, Ht-l...R.DIV in southern I CORPS. In operations with the 3.RD HARDIV.~ 
ProvHI.G-39 aircraft andcrC?wsparticipated in 'qpcrations;Dawson River. 
Kentucky II, l1arshall Hountain and Scotland II. !1onBoon type weather ham ... 
pered operations on Bevcral days and early morning grotmd fog held up rS5tipply 
and troop lift operations in the hills of :the ,3.'1.D HAJIDIV TACR. 

~, . . '. . .' . . 

Aboard Quang Tri .A1rpase, ~onstruction of varioua buildings and bunkers" 
has been on the increase.. Racks are being built for Uotor Transport to work:. 
on their Vehicles) ~1d ten cq~crete bm¥{e~ forper1meter def~nse are nearing 
c omploM on. The, runW'ay erosion repair has been 33% completed, taxiw-q 25% 
complete and parking. lilat .. 9.rosion repair J$ . complete. The handball court; 
a Special Service project was completed by'Vietnamese contractor.' ',' 

,PART III SIG1JIFICAUT mm:-rrS 

Chronological Sequence of Event~ 

1 December 1968. . ,i.LTlT ftIIJ., aircraft logeed 193.2 flight hours in recon 
inserts/extracts, med-evacs, resupply, troopl1fts,v1·s'I.UU. recan and TAC(!). 

2 December 1968.,. 'After being div~rtGd from a~esupply misdon ~t Vandergrift 
Combat Easel 4 aircraft of i-TI,1iYI-262 tiare called upon to insert and then' . 
extract a platoon sized reaction force in support of an Arnry reccn unit. 
Army UI~-:W:i l:i,ftbirds extracted the 1}.rr.ry tear.t, then the C~IATr.GRBOX aircraf't 
extracted the Harine platoon under the cover of the VNO;.Ob £;unbirds. Earlier 
in the day, SE.8,vIORTi-lY 97-1 an O-lG liaS shot dO"Wn1 'killing the pilot and the 
observer. A recovery force was inserted and the bodies extracted without 
enemy contact. . ,.' . 

) December 1968~ On a rocan team insert fen;' the 3lID'l-U.IIDIVJ the transp'rt 
helicopters of lili;!-161 tool{ fire in the LZ. The team lvas removed under the 
cover of the, iJII-lE gunb:trds of VlIO~. , 

4 D~cember 1968.mii'I-16l wasschedul.ed fQ~ a trooplift for the 1st ARVN 
Battalion •. The two .aircraft aBs~gned flew ,6.3 hours, carrying 29) troops 
and 4.0 tons of cargo. The group as a whole rlelv 190.9 Flt·. Hrs. in 548 
sorties. '.------------------

3 I ENCLOSURE (1) 
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5 December 1968" On a SPIIRl"{()'trJ IIlUiK' mission, 1:]]>1[i-16l inserted 67 troops 
against some INA spotted by a SEAUORT1'~Y 9bservation aircraft. The S!::[I.(rTORTHY 
gunbirds covered the· 4 CH-46Ds and directed g, flight ot F-4'son the target, 
receiving 2 secondary explosions. 

6 December 196~o. lifll1N UT HILL aircraft logged 197.3 fliGht hours, carrying 
907 troops and 6646 tons of cargo& An emergency recon team extraction was 
successfully completed by HNJ:I-262 with V110-6 gunbirds covering. 

1 December 19680 An Ilemergencylltrooplift of 1300 men "ms ordered and the 
1TJil.IJJUT HILL aircraft of resupply and noimnl trooplift mission for Vander­
grift Combat Base were diverted to conduct the mission. There were 8 eH-46 rs 
from ITiJM'~2.62 and 3 from }II'1N-161 with 4 gunbirds from VNO-6 to make up the 
flight. There were several proposed landing zones briefed, but enemy fire 
narrowed the choice; and caused alternate zones to be 'used. The entire lift 
was completed vdthout any accidents or injury to personnel. 

'. 

8 DeceTilber 19680 'Tho CH-46 's of HNH-262 Wore highlighted in an emergency 
extraction of a reon terununder fire. CAPTAIN Vl'JI \~INKEL was able to get 
the team out even though his aircraft suateined several small arms htts~ , 
The group as a whole logged 217.,8 fliGht hours in support of th~ JRD Hi ..... l.DIV. ' 

9 December 1968 0 i~ CI'I-46 from m~I-16l nas hit by ener,IY fire and forced c1mv:n 
across' th~ border into LIiOS.. .All hands were picl{ed up by another CATTLECALL 
CH-46. ,The aircraft l-vas destroyed by fixed lrring urhen NVA '1vere observed in 
and around, the aircraft. 

10 D_ecember 19§'li~ An O-lC, SEJJ:JORTHY 97-1, received credit for 3 KBA fS , 

w'hile controlling a flight of fixed wing on bunkers and a .5OCll1 position. 
The, group flew 242,,2 flight hours in '11b;~::Jh 1,953 troops and 77.9 tons of 
carg? ~ere carriedo 

11 December 1968& imle controlling sGveral flights of fixed 1'ling on INA 
positions, SEAlrJOHTHY 98-3 an'(V-1Of. counted numerous secondary explosions 
and destroyed one ,,50CAL position. 

12 December 19686 Recon extractions were the highlight of the day. CATTLE­
CALL cH=li6 rs received drunage from an RPG roUnd during an i~Grt, while being 
covered by the SEA(r,J'2JRTHY gunbirds. 

13 DeC8I'lber 1968. Recon team "OLD COLOi:lliL" captured an }iVA prisoner in the 
DNZ and l ... as extracted as the gunbirds of \11110 -6 covered the extract'by laying 
downaocu:Mto suppressivo fire. Else where, one CH-46 from H11H-262 Iilade a . 
hoist pick up of a recon team after damaGine his aft rotor blades in an 
attempted lancting in high elephant grass. 

4 
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J.4 December 1968 ... W1J.ilOT HILL aircraft flew 217.2 hours in 605 sorties. 
Troopliftswere the biC;gEISt operations of the day, but w'ere all completed 
in spite of enemy small arms fire. 

15 December 19680 Trooplifts, resupply, artillery spotting, med-evac and 
glUlship escort accounted for 161.8 flight hours for the aircraft of 
ProvHhG-39 •. 

16 December 1968. 'VJhen the lead aircraft of a troopllft took fire in ~ pass 
over the zone" the Sbf .. vJORTHY Gl,4nbirds controlled a flight of fi'xed wing .air­
craft on the zene' and then further prepped the area with machine. gUn fire" . 
The CflTTLECIJ,L aircraft then went intothc zone acain, taldng no firCil the 
second time,. , ! 

17 December 19680' In light action, the crews . and a1rc;~t of llALIHrr HILL. 
logged.1LLoo flight hours in 383 sorties ... There were 19 mcd",:evac missi(ms' 
flown which carried 4 emergency, 2 priority, and 90 routine Iiledevacs. 

20 December 'i968~ . Fiy1.ng in sUPJ:'X>rtof the 3RD W.RDIV, there lmre three 
recon missions flown, 1 insert/eA~ract and 1 emergency extract. The . 
emergency extract was under enemy fire which "JaS suppres[;ed by three 
SEAvJORTHY gunbirdso' . 

21 December 19680 Again" recon team emergency extracts proved to be. the 
highlight· of the day.. The UH-lE' gunbirds, O-le observation birds and the 
OV-IOA "BRONCO"s of vrm-6 worked successfully as a team to suppress heavy 
enemy fire on DRIVING TEST recon team.. lvIany flights of fixed wing were 
controlled on target very close to the team with excellent results. The 
GH-46 1s of }1l\Irl-161 arrived and successfully extracted.the team ,dthout sus­
taining any hitso 

22 December 1968 0 The aircraft and crm'TS of ProvNI~G-39 flew 81.6 hours 
on a day of low ceilings, poor visibility and drizzling rain... Even though 
the weather was poor, a 500 man trooplift in Operation DAv-JSOH RIVER was 
conducted ,vi thout incident. . . . .' 

23 December 19680 The gunbirds of VHo-6. rind the transports' of IDTj-262 
joined forcea to perform an emerl~ency extract in the DA KRONG Valley of 
a recon team surrounded by an unlmown sized enemy forcea Heavy fire was 
taken but suppr·ess3.:,:;:" tire by the' gunbirds enabled the transports to 
successfully extrnct the team in the poorest 1-Jeather conditions potsible. 

24 December 19681\) VIi th good weather again, flight operations picked UPII 
There ,-Jere 182 .. 3 flight hours loge;ed, 1480 troops and 79.,4 tons of cargo 
carried., and 24 med-evac missions f10lm carry:i.ng 30 emergency, 44 priority 
and 57 routine med-evacso '. . 

5 . ENCLOSURE (] )" 
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25 December 1968~ Christm~s in Quang Tri saw Prov~U.G-39 aircraft log 133.1 
flight hours. The 0-1 observation aircraft of VMO-6 noted IW1\. movement in 
the Dl1Z, north of the BEN IiLl! River, in the form of trucl{s, a crane and 
personnel. 

26 December 1968. The runway at Quang Tri was closed for repairs, causing 
the OV-ICJ\'s and the O-lts to operate out of phu Eai and Done He respectively .. 
Recon insertions were the highliGhts of the day, ldth 4 teams inserted. 

27 December 1968. There were 7 recon insertions for 3RD m::cou. All lJere 
completed succesd'ully. The group as a '"Thole logged 157.4 flight hours 
in 399 sorties. 

28 December 1968. Recon teams surrounded called for support in the form of 
suppressive fire and emergency extractiona hfter rearminc and refueling, 
the gunbirds of VMO-6 covered the transports of Hhl'i-16l while they inserted 
a reaction force to aid the surrounded reCon team and exploit contact~ 

29 December 1968.. Trooplifts and recon teara extractions under fire ,vere 
the order of the day. Heavy fire on the extraction of recon team SETTLENENT 
and BELNONT TO~JES was received but suppressive fire by SEA111ORTI-IY and the 
skill of the CATTLECIJ,L transport helos successfully extracted the teems co 

30 December 1968. Recon team extractions again proved to be the highlight 
of tho day for 'ProvHAG-39 aircraft. On the whole, the group logged 172.3 
flight hours in 516 sorties. 

31 December 19680 In support of the 1st l\filRDIV and 31ID NlJ..lWIV,P,rov't-TAG-39 
aircraft logged-2l9&9 flight hours in 621 sorties, There were 7 recon team 
insortions, 2 extractions, and suppressive fire missions flown for recono 
The year ended with PrOVl'lf,G~39 nircraft logging 5,553.0 flight hours for 
December. 

1. Personnel. No critical shortages exist o 

2. Administration. Administration continues to be hampered by the inade­
quacy of office equipraent and materials. 

30' Awards. The following award recommendations have been submitted during 
this period:; 

a. Silver Star - 2 

b. DFCts - 6 

c. Bronze Star" -·1 

d.(:AA~:~"i;dai~'-;'::"J'SinGle l1ission 
I ;q;1"1IiI"'~' nn." !:;: i 
{'"'JJ,,,, ::{.: <:!'..·~.:,!}!.r·~:.'. :~. j{i,!~:.~.- j 

, BNCLastHHr.,.-(.J..} __ .""_.~.__ i 6 
"~""'''' 
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eo Purple Heart - 6 

f. Havy Commendation - 17 

g. Navy Achievement - II 

h. Certificate of Co~~ndation - 1 

4. Casualties. 

a. Hostile: KIA - 1 

b~ Non-Hostilet Diu - 0 Other - 12 

5. l-furalA1Telfare PrORTamB. 

If~,: ' 
.. :'. 3·RRR~djf ,',:'., 'I! • 

:,'. 9750 
,03AH,69 
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'.' 

a. A iTietnamese constructed hnndball court was completed and is now in . 
use. 

" 

b. The Group provided a helicopter that transporte~ sixteen (16) persons 
to the BILLY GRAHlJ'I Service in Phu Bai on 22 December 1968. 

6. Statistical AnalysisII' The Chaplain reports the following statistical 
categories as he functions in his various roles of Priest, Educator, Coun­
selor and Civic Action Officero 

ae- Sundal Celebrations: Htnnber Attendance COIilmand 

Chaplain SCHEER (Lutheran) 10 264 121 

Chaplain ECKER (Roman Catholic) 10 307 270 
, Total 26 m 391 

b. VI eekda;y:lHo1~ . DayAlemoria1 ' Services: 
-' 

Chaplain,SCHEER (Lutheran) 2'·: ' 132 '30 

Chaplain ECKER (Roman Catholic) 6 131 119 

CAP Units 8 80 13 

Nemorial Services 1 128 Hill' 

c. Education; 

,,' ReUgi,oU$ Discussion Group 3 24 ' H/A 
'~"" :. 

': ,.:nelig·io~.Instructions 7 7 ',N/A 

~-(:~.;',"~~~':~-
7 ENO~l~ ,~~" 

,®~'I\ffil 
I • 
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d.. Paetoral Counseling and Threapy: 

ReliGious 

Pre-Marital 

Domestic Conflicts 

Character Disorder 

Psychoneurotic 

Family Relations 

Hiscellanedus 

Above individuals seen in therapy 

5 

5 

12 

16 

4 

3 

11 

more than once" l§. 

TO'Gal Pl"c)i's:;o:;:i.on;11 CounselinG 
cases iO.r December 1965. 101 

Red Cross 28 

trig Visits 2 

Hospital' Visits' 4 

7. Oi vic Afr w.re" 

Fourteen (14) Civic !Lffairs t:..~ips wsre made in the j"IAG'"39 Civic Action 
area of Responsibility. 101 persons from the Group composed the teams 
implementing Personal Response and Civic Action Projects. 1 Dent-Cap was 
conducted with ten (10) patients p .. n1 six (6) e..."Ctractions.. 3 Hed-Cap trips 
were conducted with 163 patients and 212 treatments.. 25 hours of English 
was taught in the TRIEU PRONG secondary school" The following materie~ 
assistance t..ra.s rendered to the Vietnamese. 

600 1bs of vegetables 

6 cases of C~ats 

4 boxes of school supplies 

1 box of cooyJLes and candy 

ENCLOSURE (1) 8 
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a~ Enemy initiated incidents or offensive activity remained at a very 
low level. Lack of contact or e~lidence of enemy unit presence indicatefl' .' 
that the major enemy units are still located in IJ.OS and NVN and are ~fne 
the bombing halt to continue to build vp their logistical support a.cti:rttieso 
Enemy action against PHfl.G"'39 was lirni ted to ground fire a.gainst Group 
aircraft,. This was the fourth consecutive month that Quang TTf Airfield 
WaS not targeted by enemy rocketeers 0 The number of aircraft receiving hits 
was 14 less than in lJov9mber. 

Ground to air fire statistics~ 

I1rCIDEHTS 

67 10 2 3 1 

b... pt'Ui.G-39 S ~2 1'11elcomed aboard a new officer-In-Charge on 16 December, 
,~hen LtColo. B .. D"' BOULDm arriveddo The Group Intelli.gence Section now has 
3 officers (LtCol" Hajor, lstLt) and 4 enlisted (1 GySgt, 3 LCpli s )., 

n" The follm,n.ng statistics represents t.he activity of the Hedical 
Department during the month of Dec<Elber, 1968~ 

(a) Total patients seen at sick call 795 

(b) Total number of inpatient.s 0 

(c) Total number of Physical examina.tions 54 

(d) Total immunizations 563 

10.. AIR OfERiSIONS~ 

a. DECEr.ffiER TOTIJ.S 

HOURS PAX TONS OF CllRGO " __ "" ___ .i~ __ ..0&" ..... _ HED-EVAC rUSSIONS -

~!Y~. 

3,084 
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