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PROVISIONAL MARINE ATRCRAFT GROUP-39
Command Chronology
1 January 1969 to 31 January 1969

PART I ,ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

PART IT ¢ NARRATIVE SUMMARY

PART IIT - SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
1  ENCLOSURE (1)
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PART T ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
a. Provisional Marine Airer craft Gréupﬁ?
(1) Col, Walter SIENKO 1=-3lJané9 €O
. +.(2) LtCols Paul W. NIESEN 1-31Jan6y = X0
(3) Capte Lawrence E. TANKSLEY 1~31Jan69 S<1/Adjutant
. (L) LtCole Billy D. BOULDIN 1-31Janb9 = S=2
(5) LtCols James A. WELLS, Jr,  1-31Janf9  S=3
- (6) Maje Herman C, BROWN 1=3lJanfy = S=i
(7) Maje Robert C. SIMPSON 1=3LJané9 AwnSafo
(8) LCDR Rodney R. SCHEER 1-31Janbt9 Chaplain
(9) LCDR Gordon F, KELLOGG 1=31Janb9 Flight Surgeon

be Provisional Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron=-39
(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (2) |
ce Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron=l6l
(1) See page (1) of enc]csm-e (1) to enclosure (3)
d. Marine Medium Helicopter quadron-262 .
(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (h)r
es Marine Observation Squadron=6
(l) See page (1) oi‘ enclosure (l) to enclosure (5)
£o Ma.nne Mr Traffic Gontrol Unit-62 |
| (l) See pa.ge (l) o.f.‘ enclosure (1) t.o encloaure (6)
ge Marine Alr Traffic Comtrol Unit~63 Detachmeit WA"
(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (7)
2. Provisional Marine Aircraft Group=39
1st Marine Aipcraft Wing
Fleet Marine Force Pacific, FPO San Francisco 96602

Quang Tri Air Base, Republic of Vietnam
~1-31 January 1969 "
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3« Average Monthly Strength b ozt , 13 199
Marine foicers __ 8l -  Marine Eniisf:c,ed 1185 ,
Né.vy Officers ) )4 N Navy Enlistedl 17

Lo Important Visitors: . ,
aJ General Leonard F, CHAPVAN Jre, Commandant of the United States
' Marine Coxrps - .
- be Major General Carl A. YOUNGSDALE, Deputy Connandlng General
.. III Marine Amphibious Force .
ce Major General Charles J. QUILTER Command:Lng General ‘1st Marlne
- Alrcraft Wing

PART n NARRATIVE SUMMARY -

_ The i‘lrst monith of 1969 ended with ProvMAG-39 support:l.ng ‘the 3rd. MarD1v
e and 1st MarDiv in the southern I Corps. In operations in support of the
“ 3rd MarDiv, ProviAG-39 aircraft and crews participated in operations Dawson
" River; Scotland II, lMarshall Mountain and Dewey Canyon. lMonsoon type -
weather hampered fl:.ght operations on several days amd at times forced all
flight operatlons to be cancelled. Early morning ground fog delayed re=
B supply in most of the 3rd MarDiv TAOR.

_ Aboard Quang Tri Airbase, construction of various buildings and bunkers
. ‘has contimued at a rapid pace, highlighted by the complet:.on of ten con~
~crete secmty bunkers and the SNCO Clube

PART III SIGNIFICANT EVEJTS

Chronological Sequehce of Events

1 January 1960. In )97 sorties, ProvMAG=39 aircraft flew 167.1 .'f]ifht
hours. Weather delayed several missions, including a tactlcal troop lifte

2. Janua 1969, With good weather, the aireraft of ProinAG-_’i? logzed 228, 8
, 'flight hours in troop lifts which carried 2,150 men. In other action in
~ the III MarDiv TAOR, the UH=1E gunbirds of VMO=6 received fire while es~
‘corting an Army CH=-Sl; and returned it with unknown results. :

3 January 1969. While mrking with two Army UH=1H slicks on recon team
inserts and extracts, a team fell into contact immediately after being in-
sertede The two UH-1E gunbirds of VHO=6 assigned to cover the slicks and
recon teams, responded with suppressive fire enabling the team to move and
be picked up by the Army slicks.

3 ‘ ENCLOSURE (3)
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. operations,
. -{.9 priority, and 26 Toutine med-evacs: -

o of a 3r8 MarDiv recon team under firee "Two f:lights of fixed mng were then,
Trun on the areas . R A ’

- 11 January 1969 Troopnftsandvnmaiommthemgmgm of {he
Te T
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13 Feb::1969 . ,

] Jang 1969+ The gunbirds of y working' in. extremely poor wea.ther,
supported a unit of the 3rd MarDiv in oontact with NVA. troopss The gun~
birds rearmed three (3) times in their efforts to suppress the enemy fires

There were 18 med=evac miasions flown, carrylng S emergency,. 2l priority
and 58 routine med=evacsi

W- The monscon weather conditions held fJight operatibns to

1B.1 £ ghthours, prmarilyC&CandVIPhopa.

6 Jan ’ Weather conditions again restricted Provlm-39 fl;lght

here were 17 medesvac: m:.ssioﬁs flown evacuating 8 emergency,

2

'_( Ja.nu_g¥ 126%3 Weather conditions were reeponsible for the incompletion
of four sions a.hd holding ProvMAG-39 to 90.7 flight hourse

§ January 1969. The weathar clea.red enough to allow recon imertions and

‘extractionss The CH=)6D aircraft of HMI=262 were covered by two UH=1E gun~.

birds of VMD=6, - Inténse small arins and autamatic weapons fire on two in-

2 sarts of teams for 3rd MarDiv were a'borted m‘bhout austaining any hits,
-9 Janua nuaAry 1962. The Group sent two OV<10A's from VMO-6 to Chu Lai to, par=

ticipate in-the search for & downed aircra.ft. The ‘aircraft of. HM'Z-161 flew
five recon team inserts two of them in the DMZ, with no ﬁ.re receiveds

' 10 Jﬁ 19694 ‘Westher again' delayed flight opérations in Quang Trd

ghlight of the day came as the gunbirda of D=6 covered the extraction,

RIS - .
E ‘,-,..«_;-..’1;

K.

ported 1,181 troops in tactical 1ifts. -The O=lls of
a,nduTAQ(A) nﬂ.ss:lg::pa destroying 8 bunkers and dzmaging WO.

19694 Tactioal troop g,:l.x"ta by I—l!ngsa62 went without oppogiti@n

ugh -ona aifrc (CH"MD) was loft in & ta.gtj.ca,;l, 1and.:l{ng fone . over night.
The gunbirds of VMO-6 were ‘able ta spot. eremy troops in 2 propoged 14 and: -
run fixed wing on thems Another section was callaél on to*support a recon
team in contact and direct fixed wing support for then while coordinating ,
the emergency extract:-which was flown by HMM=262, B

13 J'a.%gx 1969 ¢ On a tactical troop 1t into an 014 L2 which had bpen
re

" ' prepped by art:.llery, a CH=LOD exploded a mine, causing it to have to.stay
‘there in the zones' An O-l1 on station spotted an NVA soldier in a bunker
"near the landing zone and killed him w.lth a W.P, marking rocke‘b-

e b ENCLOSURE (1)
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&M%. The monsoon weather cond:.t:mns delayed ?’rovMAG-39 $light
)

perations 1 nioons The Growp flew 11546 -flight hours and conducted
15 med=evac. nu.ss:.om evacuating 2 priority and 119 rout:l.ne ned-evacs.

% January 19@; ProvMAG-39 d reraft logged 88.5 rlight hours while lift.inb
959 troops J.n support of the 3rd MarDih o

.‘16 J. 1 )e  Seaworthy 99=3,L4 provided gun cover for the imerts of
' recon teams Cryatal Star and 0ld Colonsl, aa well as the exbract.s oi‘ four

tm. s R R S L o . ‘:

1% Ja%' égés’. 'Four Seaworblw ov'—l’oA d réréi‘ﬁ paz'-ticipat"ed in SIR oper-~
avions a

' fire they were.joined by Seaworthy '99-1,2 and 97=5. After suppressing the

u Lal and four Chatterbox aircraft operated 1n the An’ Hoa

area. while supporting MAG-16 and the 1st MarDive .
o 18 Januﬁ% 12@ Seaworthy 99-7,8 supported the in contact recon tean
ar

rys and expended ordnance on the enemy positions. After receiving
enemy ﬁ.re, Catﬂ.ecaJl 92-&,5,6 1nserted a reaction farce to aid Crystal

' _.Star.

y Jam_a.x%' '1262. Prox'rNAG-39 Siréraft cont:.nued to"support the 3rd ILrDiv

- by contro ng mmerous flights of ﬁ.xed wing aircrﬂ.ft pn observed enemy
tNOPSQ C , . e RPN

- 2% Jm:_a_z;z‘ ig&g. ‘While supporting the 18t ﬁa:’i)‘iv‘r in the Ah Hoa aves with
i tter

aircraft, ProviAG-39 aircraft gave contipued: support.to .the

* . 3rd MarDiv, Seaworthy 99=3,4 covered recon teams Stein Song on the- o
. “‘tract and destruction of a large enemy weapons cache in the DMZ,. - -

21 January 12_6_02. Seaworthy 98-19,20 participated in a SA,R mission and
s

uppressive fir in the area after recelving «50 cals and airburste
Gatblecall a:lrcrai‘t completed an ingert of a rqact:.on tean t-ﬂ.thout inc:.dent
1n‘l'panoldLZ. ) e

22 ’zanua% 1969, HMI=161 eompleted the initlal strike into the northern

. - par%: “Ashau Valley, Seaworthy aipcraft provided control &f fixed
"wirg Zone prep a.nd cover during the lift.

"' 23 Yamiary 1969, * Seaworthy 99-13,1% while on & low level VR observed 10-
T%W_MA

in the open. While, suppressing the enemy f:lre ,99-13,1}4 ‘had 3 VA
confirmed and 1 NVA probable KBA.

W. The GH-).;éD s of HIM-262 conducted a 330 man tactical troop
n support of Operation Marshall Mounta.‘ln. _The..Jift was covered by two
gurbirds ;from MO=6 " oL

. vl - T L '
A."l‘: :‘“' . ‘ . o8 ¢ N
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ewey an;yon, into the Ashau Valley began as
- 1iTted 3rd Ba.ttalhon, 9th Marines into 5 separate zones. The 1ift
went without opposition but was covered by two (2) CV-lOA and four (h)
UH-lE gunbirds ﬁ'om VMO-6. Lo

26 January 1262. Operation Tdylor Common with the lst MarDiv accounted for
33+2 flight hours for the transports of HMM=262, ProviiAG=39 a& a whole
flew 21247 flight hours. : , . o

2‘2 Jan%’ - 1%69. An 0=) from WD-6 directed a-patrol from a 3rd MarDiv unit
to a b ch contalned & large ammo cache, whlch was capbured. o

.20 J?EEZ 1962. WD-6 introduced the HTW (He]icopter Trap Weapon) int.o
service to aid in the clearing of old L2's of booby traps. . ProviAG=39

i‘lew 209 ol fl:l.ght hours in good weather, supporting units- of 3rd MarDiv,

'29 January 1969. The aircraft of ProvMAG=39 logged 25573 flight heurs in
- good weather, -The highlight of the day came when an OV~1l0A spotted an

- estimated 50-60 NVA soldiers in the 9th Marines TAOR. Controlling art=-
illery from 3 positions and five A-4's on the target, there were eight
NVA coni‘lmed dead and four (L) bunkers destroyed.. .

30 Jan 1969, In 615 sorties supporting units of the 3rd MarDiv,
%rom“ % Togged 21643 flight hours. There were 1392 troeps/pmc carried
as well as 98 6 tons of cargoe.

3 January' 1969. VM0=6 and HMI~161 tea.med up on an emergency recon team
__vextraction to oomplete it smoothly even though the weather was very close
tQ ‘being unacceptable, :

1. Personnel. No cra.tical shortages axist.

"2. Admmstratlon. Administration contimues to be hampered by the in-
adequacy of office equipment and materials,

3.. Awards, The following award recommendations have been Submitted during
this period: . L A

ae S:.lver Star - 1

be DFC 15°= 6

ce Bronze Star =1 . ,
d; ;Air Medals -17 Single Mission 192 Strike/Fflight
e. Navy Commendation =~ 15
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13 Feb 1969

Lo Cas
ae Hostiles KIR =0 WIA =1
be Non-Hostiles DAL ~2 Other - L.

5. MoraleAWeltune Proprame
ae The SNCO Club has been completed and is in'use at this time.

be Potable water is 'now' available in alli showers. -

ce Site proparation for the tennis court, basketball court and special
services building have been completed. '

6, Statistical Analysis... The Chaplain reports the following statistical
categories as he functions 'in his pastoral roles of Priest, Edus:ator,
Counselor and Civic Action Officer. -

a. Sunday Celebrations: Nmbér | Attendance Communed
" Chaplain SCHEER (Lutheran) 8 o 17;;' 81
Chaplain KLAPPS (Roman Cstholdc)~ 3 - o 21 17
Chaplain ECKER (Roman Catholic) o 115 . Lo

. Chaplein FRAVKLIN (Roman Catholic) 2.-;.;' - 61 e
Weekdaxlﬁog Dgz/Memorial Servicest . - v et :

Chaplain ECKER (Reman Catholic) T SR
Mm&alw” 1 86 N/4
*'Educations ;' )

"-T—--I—- )

‘ 'Réligioua Discussion Group Lo 367 W/A
Religious Instruction 6 - © N/A

Personal ,Roaponse School 1 o 3%t 7 WA

ds Pastoral Counseling and Therapys P
Religlous ' o 5
e A ENCLOSURE (1)
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Domestic Conflicts

Transfer-Discharge

Behavior Disorder 16
Psychoneurotic

Family Relations . 6 ’
}hscella.neous A " 9.

Above individuals seen in therapy .
‘ 'more than once, - 32

: -Total professional coun'seling

- gasey! 'for January. 1969 96
N Brig VlSltB R | |

Hosp:.tal Visits

5 7« Civic Affairse ’I'wenty-tm'ee (23) Civic A.t'fairs trips were made in tle
ProviliG~39 Civic Action area of responsibility. One hundred five (105)
persons from the Group composed the teams lmplementing Personal Response
and Civic Action Projects. Forty-eight (48) hours:of English was taught
{Aa“¢h&" TRIEU PHONG secondary schools The following material was rendered
- to the Vietnzmese: : ' '

.5.0. 10 l'ba. of camiy
by 60 lve, of fish

1"

"\ c. 2 boxea of Qears PSS e o e e
: (;.; h boxes of apples ‘
e, l box oi‘ achool suppliea'
fo' 1 box of English books |

8 ENCLOSURE (1)
— 1
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8, Intelligence

8e Enemy initiated incidents or offensive activity remained at a low -
levels Continued lack of major contact or evidence of enemy unit presence,
indicates that the major enemy units are still located in Lacs and above
the DMZ in NVN. Ground units continue to find enemy weapons and food
caches, which indicates that the enemy may be positioning:his supplies for
the upcoming reported "TET® Offensive. Enemy action against ProvMAG-39

. was Hmited to ground fire against Group -aircraft and isolated incidents

of snipei rounds into the perdmeter of the airfield. This was the fifth
consecutive month that Quang Tri-Airficld was not targetedl by enamy rockets,
The mumber of aircraft receiving fire was up 7-from the previous month, .-
although the mmber of alrcraft hit was 2 less, and there were, 1. aircrarb
lost as a result of enemy fires’ I -

Ground to air fire statisticss

TNGIDENTS NO. ATRORAFT HIT

h | o "’8 .

by T Kgent; reports. ‘and capturad enmny docmnents indicate that the
enemy Will lpunch a. WTETH Offensive during the month of Februa:jy i
dications arg, that although the eneny dpes ‘not ha\tg thg -capa
duplicate hip, effort of NTETM 1968 he still pogsesses the st L to
Iaunch-a Timited. general NFETH Offensive ‘in‘order to dmonstrate hip
abil:.ty 'to carry out offensive opérationse - Reporbs indicate .that Quang

Tri City will be one of the major targets, with enemy troops massing and
moving toward the city from Base Area 101, Although Allied operations in
this area have met no major contact in the past six months and it is thought
that the enemy units have been driven out of Base Area 101 to the South,

this is a traditional staging area and avenue of approach for an at.tack on -
Quang Tri City. The enemy has continued to increase his efforts to win

the people at the hamlet and village level, but cordon operations by s/
ARVN forces have disrupted this campaign and resulted in the 'cilling/cap-
turing of many high level VCI throughout the province,.

9e Medical

a. In accordance with reference (a), the following ata.tist.ica rep~ |
regent the activity of the Medical Department during the month of Jamary
i 9=

(1) Total patients seen at sick call 686

(2) Total number of in-patients " 000"
9 ENCLOSURE (1)
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- . (h)~ Total immunizations E . 287 o

10. Air OPeratiam

ae Janua.ry Totals o _
HOURS. - PAX TONS OF CARGO MEDEVAC IMSNS  MEDEVACS

5,167.8 32,772 14,7681 583 2,511

"
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