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Provisienal Marine Aircraft Group~39
1st Marine Aircraft Wing
Fleet Marine Force Pacific
FPO San Franeisco, 96602
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From: Commanding Officer '
Te:  Commanding Ceneral, First Marine Aircraft Wing (G=3)

RN
Subjs Command Chrenology for the PFeriod of 1=-28 February 1969; submission of :c?
' <
Ref: (a) Wg0 5750,1C 3
Encl: .%l) Command Chronology for Provisional Marine Aircraft Group=39 4 D
"Y(2) Command Chronology for Provisional Headquarters & !faintenance m” )L ?‘
jB) Command Chronology for Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron=161 ~9
/(4) Command Chronology for Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron-262
5) Comnand Chronology for Marine Observation Squadron-6
/(6) Command Chronology for Marine Air Traffic Control Unit-62
\/(7) Comnand Chronology for Marine Air Traffic Control Unit-62
Detachment "AY
ls. In accordance with instructions contained in reference (a), enclosures 3:
(l) through (7) are submitted herewith. g
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PROVISTONAL MARTNE ATRCRAFT GROUP-39
| Gormaand Chronology
1 Febmary 1969 to 28 February 1969
: ORGANIZATIONAL DATA ~
, NAR.RATIVE STLURY
SIGNIHCANT EVENTS -
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PART I ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
1. Staff
as Provisional Marine Aircraft Group-39
(1) Col. Walter SIENKO 1-28Febk9 co
(2) LtCols Paul W. NIESEN 1-28Feb69 X0 - _
(3) Capt. LAWRENCE E, TANKSLEY 1-28Febb9 S-1/Ad jutant
(4) LtCol, Billy D. BOUIDIN 1-28Feb69 Sm2
(5) LtCole. James A. JELIS( Jr. 1-28Febb9 S-3
(6) Majo Horman C. BROWN 1-28Febb9 S-4
(7) Maje. Robert C. SIMPSON 1-28Febby AvnSafo
(8) LCDR Rodnsy R. SCHEER 1-28Feb69 Chaplain
(9) ICDR Gordon F. KELLOGG 1-28Febb9 Flight Surgeon
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b.
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f.

Ee

Provisional Headquarters and ifzintenance Squadron-39
(1) See page (1) of enclosurs (1) to enclosure (2)

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron-161

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (3)

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron-262

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (4)
Marine Observation Squadron-6

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (5)
Marine Air Traffic Control Unit-62

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (6)
Marine Air Traffic Control Unit-62 Detachment "A&Y

(1) See page (1) of enslosure (1) to enclosure :7)

Provisional Marine Aircraf¢ Group-39

1st Marine Ajircraft Wing

Fleet ifarine Force Pacific, FPO San Francisco 96602
Quang Tri Air Base, Republic of Vietnam

1-28 February 1969
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,12 Mar~1969
é‘:ﬁ%Ave}:éEg Monthly Strength ’
e 195 ' Marine Enlisted 1128
4 ,  Navy Enlisted o

a. »Id.eu’senant Gene baj,;R. G. STILINELL, Comand:.ng General, XXIV Corps
?be,-',__yhjor Gerieral O B.“‘DRAIE, Deputy COmmanding Gensral, XXIV Corps

os g TROUNG, Gommandlng General, First ARVN
dy b
Qe General R, G. DAVIS, Qommanding General, Third Marine D1v151on

L ‘Brigadier Gergral Re Be C_ARNEY Jr., Assistant Division Commander,
N 'I.‘hird Mar:lne Divxsio* ST e .

e :.;”-,
i

The month of February endec] mth ProvW»G-39 alrcraft support;ng the 3rd
MarDiv in operations Kenpuoky, Scotland. Iz, iiareha,ll ifountain, and. Deuey '
Gan;von. 1bnsoon type weather affected a.nd hampered Plight oper at:l.one
'bhroughout the month and at timss forced flight operations to be gancelled,
To give the<3rd HarDiy. ‘maximim support'for the Déwsy Canyon Operstion,.
ProvMAG-39 airoraft ‘resupplled the und :s by utilizing the paradrop Sjstem,
when normal ;\z-esupply was impossibles - Inst An*b qllmbouts ‘and radar: :
approaoh“ were 8180 uged when: ‘wea the ﬁy'Canyon area uo_‘d;i,-"
‘ -~ bype z:»pe:;‘a,'t;:!.o*z9 SR

.»sboard Quang Tr:i. Airba,se, qonstruct;n.on continued am a rapid ‘pace and
tha new skeet range was completed and dpenoda :

" BLRT_III SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

A N . - - s LU |

$ Under ex‘t "mely marginal wea‘l,'her Qend;tions, falroraft
and HMM-;J.éJ. :lnsert ToN
hy-al

1' regon: teau Frogtberg ir support of Godmother.
11 red ordnance with .0 probable nBA's. o

exbx!emely'marginal weathcr. o

T 1969,. Covering the inscrt of a Sparrowhawk, in which Walnut
Hill. 1,2,3&4 received sm=il arms fira, Seaworthy aireraft delivered suppross-
ive fire, The mission was completed with negative hifs. - _
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-Feb‘ﬁ rv 196 ’ Seaworthy 99-13&14 supported Grasshopner 1 Yankee who o
had approximately 40 WVL troops. in. the open and expended agdnance accounting
for 1 KBA and 6 probable KBA's..‘ D

Februa 1 6 o In 142.3 fl:.ght hours, ProvAAG-Bg a1rcraft flew 391 sortles
in, support““f.the 3rd MerDiv. Weather hampered operations throughout the dey,

4260, Gattle@all 1?2 3&4 covered by Seuworthy 99q3&4 inserted
Grasshopper as a reeetion forqe for Spoiler wlthout 1n01dent. :

7 _Fe W 69. ProvMAG-39 operations wers extremely limlted due to deter-
lorating wegther conditlons, although l94 sortles and 62.7 fllght hours 5
werg. completed. ST RS . : 5

gpbf'. :
On\enemy”troops sighted by thst team, receivlng 1 enemy hBA.

':9. Seaworthy 98—15, 1n support of Blg Shot expended ordnanee

i

9. Febggg;z 1262 Seaworthy 97~9 controlled Seaworthy 98-14&15 on an ensmy’
rocket position, resulting in 25 rockets, destroyed and 3. secondary explosionss
Seaworthy 97-9 then controlled Hellborne 267 destroying one truck and one
autometlc weapons p031t10n. . , . ‘ o

l Eeb;ggry_,l_‘i_ﬂ Ghatterbog medevac eacorted by Sesworthy 99r13&14 were
launched .on mission 505 to support, Southern"hke Papa 2 The Chatterbox.
aircraft made two attempts and were shot out of the zone. The lead aircraft
was heavily damaged and was left at L2 Cunningham. The mission was supported
by Seawonthy's OV-lO‘alrerafu us;ng SUU=/0 . Ilares for the flrst tlme in
counbry. I : S o e A goore e

1; February 1269 : Seaworthy 97—3 controlled air strikes on 18-20 W4 troops
roceiving' 5 enemy KBA, destroy1ng 4 bunkers and 1 building with one secondary
exp1031on and one seoondary flre.

: 0 Seaworthy 98-13 oontrolled a flxed uing flight on an’ o
enemy Cache ‘and: hooteh arga, v hv33 large secondary exp1031ons and numerous
smaller secondaries lastin‘:ov an , T e

i Gontrollln: the extrect of Sandbox (o Cattlecall elrcraft,
Seaworthy 99~1&2 spotted Hwo N4 troops and delit-ved o “dnance, killing one,
Seaworthy 98-8 controlled fixe: ving on an enemy wruck and damaged it
heavily.

1/ February 1969. ProeMﬁQ—39 airerafs flew 460 scrties in 202,2 fllght
hours. 4lthough weathe: as a Tlmltlrg factor, 567 troops and 56.6 tons of
cargo were movods
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15 February 1909, Seaworthy 98-6, in support of 9th Marine units, spotted
a bunker and cave complex. Delivery of ordnance on thé’ position resulted
in 2 bunkers destroyed. , R

;3;6 Februagc 126 o While ProvMAG-39 u;1.rcraf'l', and orews flew 385 sortles in

17 ‘Febmw Seaworthy 99=3&4 provided cover for medevac and resupply
* for Tawbrea.ker Golf, ~ Ordnance was expended on NVL troops in the open near -

the uawbreakev' position. Seaworthy 99-4 received one hit in the co-pilotls

c}go:g sultirg 1n sl:.ght ingury to the pilot and co-pllot while supporting

16 F bmf_iﬁ _9__2._;’ MM—l6l pa,rtlcipated 1n;a; tagtical trooplift util:.zmg 8
aiycraft, | While: ! 'pg 201 sprt:.e' in 5}q2 i‘l;i,gh+ hours 696 ‘cro‘ .
22.1 tops of ‘0argo were carr: - . .

E,Q Febg;g _‘2_6_2. Cha‘bterbox 93—’7 conductad an emargency extraot of recon
team. Amandaq Cover was provided by Vif0-6 UH-1E's and [rimy cobras. ‘A1though
small arms fire was taken by all alrcmft no maJor damage or' ‘njury re sulted.»..

21 Febgp.a ]59_6329 Weather g aatly hamperaid flight ope;*atiopa, although a
Sparrowhawc team was inserted. at. 1% Shepra rdy, The tgam found-éne’engmy KBA
and two enamy wounded as a resul'b of o"dnanoe expendec by Se(worthy 99-,3&4.

been ambushbd 5 expendqd all of Ms ordnanqe whlle regelving hezWy enemy o
fire and con’prolled't_hree fl:l.gh'bs of fn.xed mng alrcrai't ,‘th g@bd target :
coverageo R R y T SR

24 Febru _y ;2 Qe Chatt»erbmc 93=5&6 while supporting ﬁlmar oo a medevac '
mssion rccalved in‘bense gmall arms fire ond by directi :z their own supprese
give: *‘1re w;:.th .dded ‘coverage rom Seawortay 99-%: a«.dunted for tmee o
prpbable eﬁemy KBA's while cc.ileting the missic: . ‘

gg, Febmggc ..962 © Vhile supptriting the 3rd MarDiv on a tactical trooplift,
Cattlecall 92-6 received intense small arms fire and was forced to make an
emorgency i-ading at L7 Cunninghame After repairs 92-6 returned to Quang
Tri while the trooplifi .as completed dthout further incident.

5 . ENCLOSURE (1)
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2 Felbruary 1969, Segworthy 97-7 controlled fixed wing in support of
OperationDewey Canyon resulting in 2 trucks, 1 bulldozer, 1 APC, one

40mn gun and 6 bunkers destroyeds Cattlecall 92-5 successfully completed
" an emergency medevac mission in which two separate landings were made due
to intense small arms fire on initial landing. No injuries were sustained
although the aircraft received numerous hits, =~ 7 0 e v

26 February 1969, While on a tactical trooplift for the 9th Marines,Chatter—
box 93-1 took numerous hits from a detengted mine while in the landing zone,
In immediate: teke-off was made with the treops still aboard, To complete
the migsion, elthough both gunners had receivéd minor wounds from shrapnel,
another approach was gommenced and the 1lift contimued without further

27 February 694" Seavorthy 97-7, working with recon team Temple Lake,

controlled Sgaworthy 98-14&1° on an estimated 20 VO who were in a group

_ smoking cigarettes. Damdge ctsessment was one confirmed KBA and one pack
abandonede "

28 February 1969, ihile supporting the 3rd MarDiv, Seaworthy 99-2 was
downed by heavy enemy antimaircraft fire while escorting othsr helicopters
in Operation Dewey Canyons There were no survivors and recovery operations
were conducted by aircraft from HME16l,

l. Persomnel., No eritical shortages exist,

2o Administration., JAdministration contirues to be hampered by the inadequacy
of office equipment and materials.

3¢ Awardse The following award recommendations have been submitted during
this period: :

as Silver Star -1
" be DFCG!s = 36
¢e Bronze Star = 2
©7dy Mdr Medals - 86 Singl. Mission 614 Strike/F.ight
8o Navy Commendation — 1¢.

fo Navy kLchievement - 6
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4o Casualties
| dy: Hostiles KIA - 4~ WIA -9

Other - 2

7o

S : s, Tha C:hapla:;.n reperts tbe follomng sta+istigal
catagories as’ he f‘unctlons n hig pa tora.l roles oi‘ P‘*iest Educator
uou.aselor a.nd Givic Actlon G* Hoer‘_ i I

___dgy__g, gb;at:.ogg A ,1\hm'1bg_;' " Atten ance Qom_ﬁgino_g'
Ghaylain SCHEER (Iutheran) | 11 19 T

Ghap.l.ain KL4Prg fRoman Oa’bhoﬂc) o 01 o 83

| Ghaplain EOKER (’?.oman’Caﬁholic) : 4 L 99 | ¥ a 89
i Ghrh nin GIEER (Rom}ar 'uatholi\c) 60 X 52 - |

N 3 30 T

e /e

"d‘?

i

Rel1 gious | 4 :
Pre-Marita.L ' : 2 _—
' 7 .@b;d'ECSTJRE' ()

oy
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B Transfeb—Discharge - I ‘ 2
Behavior Diso;der B 5 - « '%2
Psychoneuroth v.  7% ‘
Famlly Relations o  _ . 10
Miscellaneous E _ o 6 |

Above 1ndiv1duals seen in L .

. 'bhorapy 1503 o< 8 |
Total profesaloﬁal gov. sellng ‘
cases for February 196 I ’?3 _
: Red Gross | ‘_.":‘ R N o 34
Brig Visits 2
Hosp?tal Visits o o - . ki

7. Civic Affairs,. Fourteen (l4) Civie Affalrs trips were ‘made in the
ProvMAG-39. l"1vlq Ao’,tion ares of responsib:.'l:.'by, Sixty-four (64) persons
from the’ Group composed the i~ amg " implemer:ing personal response and
Civie Acticr Projects, Thirt; (30) hours if Epglish was taught in the
TRIEU PHONG secondary school Two (2) Mad~Cap trips wire condugted with
twenty-two (22) patients and’ thirty-two (32) treatments. The follow:.ng
material was rendered ‘to the Vletnamese. e

a. ”Fifteen (15) ILbs. of 'boys i

| b. ":Four (4) rea.ms of paper

c. For'by—eight (4.8) pleces of chalk
da One hundred (100) peri :
e« Fifiy (50) 50 1b. bags of ceient

feo Ten {10) 74ts

g Ten (10) ibge of soap

8 [ ELASSIFTED
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"By Tyenty=four (24) bottleq dandmuff shampop o e T

1, Ten'(10) 1og, of candy

1+ Sixty (60) Ibss of £ish

8 Intelligoncs - L

. de .During the first part of the month gnemy initiated activity |
remained at a low level, However, the 9th Marine Regimenk met very.
stiff Tesistance ee they pushed South in’Operation Dewey Ganyon near
the "Laotian bordery ~The enemy . £ought. 2 delaying agtion. in an attempt
to hideor nove his large supply 4nd. the. 23

‘start of tha’ "TETH!

b,  Enemy:action againgt ProviiG~39 was limited to ground fire
agalnst Group sireraft and thres incidents of incoming 60mn mortar and
small aris fire”“4long the périmoter. The mortar attacks occurred in the
early morning hours of 18, 22, and 25 February, causing no damsge or
casuglties. This was the sixth consecutive month that Quang Tri Air .
Field has not been targeted by enemy rocketeers. The number of aircraft
receiving fire was up 26.from the previous month, with an increase in
sircraft hit can be attributed to the increased enemy action in'the =
Dewey Canyon area and weathew conditions which resulted in low ceilings
causing aivcraft to fly at e very low level in order to support 3rd Marine
Division Unitse -

FIRE INCIDENTSs 104 _ ATRCRAFT DESTROYED: 1
_ ATRCRAFT HIT: 28 CASUALTIES: 4 KIA - 11 WIA

¢o Reports that have becn recelved, indicate that this year!s "IET"
Offensive will be a three phase operation. Each phase will run 5~7 days
teriinating the last of March. Indications are that the ensiy will contime

%o hold: hig mgjor units in Laos and the DMZ while seniing smaller indepen-
dant units, ‘up to. Regimental size, South from the DMA to harass friendly
units with booby traps, minc.: and atbacks by five (rc~kets/mortars).

Thare &re indications that ¢ Sapper unit, well Urained and equipped with
improved scuba gear and equ;wment, has been sent South in an attempt to
interdict the shipping on tha Cua Viet River. The large amount of supplies
captured in Dewey Canyon has disrupted the enemy's logistical build-up

in Thua Thien Province and probably disrupted or deleyed any plans the
enemy may have had for an attack on Huee :

ownrs oy FICTOSIRE (1)
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e In accordance with reference (a), the follow1ng statigtics
repre sent “the act:wity of ‘bhe 'Iedlc;al Department during the month of
Febru ry l969z AR A o R
(1) ‘Total patien'ts seennt s:.ck call K , | '710 )
; (2) ,Totql mmber oi‘ 1n-patients : o OOO :
(3) Total number of phyadcals o 7

(4) Total prmmisations R

. p

JEDRVACS
CLBME U817 01,5040

| TN OF QRGO

3,006
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