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2. Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39 
lat Marine Aircraft vfing 
Fleet l1arine Force Pa.ci.f.ic 
FPO San li'racisco, 96602 

QuaJlg Tri Air Base, Republic of Vietnam 

1-30 April 1969 

11arine Officers 

Na.vy Officers 

4. Irf1JC?rt~ Visi~!. 

197. 

4 

• ,.'~ '~:;,:LFI'b j~ 
, O.3AlJ469 
:l.4 May 1969 

11arino Enlisted 1210 

Havy Zn.1isted 16 

a. Lieutenant General Leuiie ll. HALT, At sistant, CClr,U"l1S.n.da.nt of tho 
l1arine C'Jrpa 

b ll Lieutenant Ger...ernl Henry ·~l. BWE Jro, Comrl1and:::'t:;,~ General._ 
Flee~1i I1a.rine For'Ge Pacific 

c. Major General O~ J. QUILTER, ComriJandin~; General, Fir.st Harill<) 
Aircraft Wing . 

In April, lvU\.G-.39 squadrons J crews and [;round persormel continued to 
provide helicopters BUp};'ort for the ,3rd Uarine :Oi vision operations in . 
northern ~ COX'1G.· ':ebis inc1udc~ car~>iIli!::· in·c,oi'nEl/cKi:.Gri'l<-'1l CFJ:"jo, tactical 
trooplifts and medical evacuations in sUPI'ort of opera.tions Purple :Nartin 
a.nd Virginia Ridge. I\fAG-.39 helicopters also gave maximum support to the 
let and. 5th l1echanized DivisionS (Army) and .lU1VN troops conducting oper­
ations wi thin the .3rd Marine Division TAOR. 

Good !'lying .. mather accompanied by improved availability of t:i.xed ~ 
assets on call, reduced aircraft hits considerably in Am'il. 

Aboard Q\.lEI.l"lg T1"1 Air Base numerous construction projects llcre under­
taken and completed by lfobile Construction Battalion 128 and Construction 
Battalion rmntenance Unit 301.' l'rojects comple'c,ed ~vsre: fiVe? 40' X lOOt 
13 ut1er Hangers, Airorai't Crash Creu and Fire H014t.h3.o 1.3'1 750 l:lq~_'t'~ feet . 
of fixed ,dng parldng apron, ;O,CCO BqU<1..t'G fe?'( of b.,)l"i.(:opt€',~:· pf.! . .rldne apron, 
e""'hteen 161 X .32' S1i'A a ..... s """d on'" j'''1 Y ·i'), ... ·' ·,··'····L' Ti''''M~.L:i·~ .. r com ...... leted "'CI JIlt!. .... ", _4 'J ~\.' ,I .. -" .. J • .J.. ... ,. ~... .-1'.1 .v. . • 
The followinG projects sUll' under Cr.~Vj1i:::·Ul;·~im:.~ ~taole "(-Jater distillation 
system, ten 16 X .32 Sea Huts, one 16~ X 32 i aho,~er unit, one 20. X 6L~1 TAFDS. 
The U. S. Anrr:r is' in the process of insta:t.liIl(~ a dial communication system 
in Quang Tr1 Comba.t Base. Vietnamese contrac·tors completed a basket-ball 
court ;:1M a tennis court. . 

ENCLOSURE (~) 

3 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

Chronolo~ical Sequence of Events 

2Apr69: 

6Apr69:, 

In -hl1e 1'1ontana Nauler operation" Seaworthy 98-6 9ighted and en­
gaged NVA l1ith fixed 1-Jing" kUling 8 :trill!. and wounding l~k'll":Y<> 
Cattledcill and Chatterbox aircraf-G conducted normal rer.ur'ply 
md medevac m:Lssions with no siGnificant events ~ 

Low ceilings .md visibility in the .3l'd U.I\lIDIV area; of operation 
hampered fliGht operations in the morning hours. The l,reather 
lifted in early ai'ternoon pennitt:i.r..g IvIAG-39 a:i.:t·~ra±·":. to flj~ re­
supply misaions in support of I:Ic.tine Craigo Evacue.ti.-,)tl c.! :;:'Z 
Argonne had to be postponed due to heavy enemy bombardment. of 
the zone. 

Cattlecall3 Dimmer and Varsity circraf't completed tha evacua:'::·ion 
of LZ 1i.r[:;onne in spits of heavy eneIn'T Sl!Ji'/AUE' '7 S em'101-thy 99-J, 
99-4, 99-7 and 99-8 proVided gunshi)" cover ana. ran ~-,-xed ~r.ina ' 
aircraft on en.~y positions throughout the operation\) 

Se~lvorthy 98-O~ ~-lhile covering the e:"'l:3:rge...'1cy :':'esuppl~r of rSe7en­
fTp Echo, uncove:::ad an exterisiveNVA bunker cOinplex at XDBOo2.'32. -
Seaworthy 9S...a c.,mtroll~3 flights of. -'fixed -ring all -GDS GCY<1plex, 
c.estroyine 13 bunkers. :l~d ca.using· one seconde.j~'Y' E;xplcsion" 

OpJl'2.'W.:1C :i:a -(b-1:.(;.rior~t,8d uo;:-.thcr # - rIAC~39 ciI'(,:~,"'f-~ 't:Ji.'ov:Lclod 3':1P­
lnrt fa:..' op ... ).'ntions furplc ~.:m-r~in end b'_~.no CrIT!; :'~:t.lfr'l~ ... '1£ of re-
su~))ly :~nd :-:cdevnc niseiooo.· . 

Poor 't-leatheI' a:~ain hruullered cdr o[Jerations in 'Northern I CorpSe 
Seaviorthy-98~15 launched in an atte!.l:,)t to locate and establish 
cO!ll11lunicatio!lB wi~h ~n isolatecr-Uilit .-lorking out o'f LZArgortne. 
,seauorthy 98-1,,- 6 and 9 o.6ted~l.S radio relay for the unit all 
day. Resu)?ply attempt for the unit cotlld not be corilpleted due 
to terrain features. 

Seaworthy 98-12 lrorking in the 11aine Crag area of operation, 
discovered an NVA compaqyon a trail at XD77170 Workins with 
Seaworthy 98-10, the t1-lO OV-Iors delivered sUl~preE:siv6 fire 
vThile controlling tl1TO flights of fixed vri.!lg st::..~:U{Os .?-CCO"4i."!tj.llg 
tor 23 enemy KBAfs and 4 secondary exp:.osi';:ms" 

, Cattlecall and Chatterbox air(::.:',:, !:',;; ::)'i."O"i'l,: ... ,jl hf,:Li;::oPG,,~r sUJ(),)rt 
for o:peration }1aine Crag. Sf..:lU,;::'!:;b:.r 5:;'-';5 an..';;' 6 uncov-sred) 
an enemy machine g1.Ul position in the Ba 10ng Valley area and 

: controlled fi.."Ced willG destroying the pasi tibn. 

~~':;:::?4- . :, 
" 
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':.,. 14'uaW' f9~ 
9Apr69: Cha'literbox medevac, 'todth the support of ::;eaworthy 99-1 and 2 

successfully completed the emerGency ~ctract of recon team 
Alexander during the early mornincr hours. Even thoUf?;h the 
aircraft received heavy enemy fire, all 'oirplanes returned 
safely to home base. 

lOApr69: Six Chatterbox aircraft flew an average of.7 &4 hours during 
tactical troop movements, while CattleCc:'tll aircraft vrovided 
resupply ior operation Haine Crag. bealmrthy aircrnft ran. 
6 flights of fixed "td.ng on suspected enemy posi tiona firing 
at LZ Sparks. Fire ceased and all aircraft rct.u:rn3d home 
aa.fely. 

llApr69: Ca.ttlecall medevac, t·r.tth the sUP1:ort of SeaHorthy 99-13, 14 
and Basketball 833 picked U,f) emergency :n~edev8.cri at XD9025 in 
extremely hazardo'U9 lrJeather. Durinr:; the day Sea't'rorthy 99-1 
and 2 were credited with 6 HVA lillA's and 5 probable VITA's.' 

l2Apr691 Throughout the day Sea'l'1orthj' gunsl1ips and OV~lO aircraft pro- . 
vided sup~JX'essive fire and fixed vdIlB cir strilce control for 
units of Temple Lake, who were in ground conhct .. lith UVA!VC 
mute. Both Cat.tlecall and Chatterbox aircraft tiere creC1'~8d 
'truth outs'Ganding flying in picldnr~ up emergeti:::ymodevacs and 
deJ4 veri~ emergency resu:pply in a hot zone [.1. XDG03634" 

lJl~pr69: Ct1:Gtlecall 92-3 and 4 were d1 verted for fl. Sparrolmm·rk mission in 
the 01859h grid square' to ;s.upport trtJoi'il'in ",:rhtc.c-l:..; -- Two' A-rrc:lY 
AH-l Cobras i1ere employed for gun BU;?;:'Ort, and sevEJral fll[!;hts 
of fixed wing :'-'rovided silppressivo fire in successfully complet,ing 
the 60 manineert. " 

lllA,pr69: Cattlecall aircraft conducted two he1-i.co:,?ter assaults into LZ 
Fisher and LZ Pus on 'in suvport of operation Haine Crag. 

-Seaworthy drcra.ft spotted 5 NVA soldiers at XD0985 and after 
a brief eJcchange ot 'fire S eaiforthy liaS credi ted in th 5 !Cdl'. IS. 

15Apr69: 11AG-39 all'crai't provided routine helicopter support for 3rd 
MilItDIV throughout the day with· no sir;nificant highlights. 

- -. . 

16Apr69= Seaworthy 98-0, 't'Jhileon routine ViSual Recon for Seven-ap, 
uncovered a aeU ve .50 cal l:x>si tiori~ 11c called in art;:· and 

, I 

< -' 

fixed wing on the position destrcy.trig the powit:i.on 1v::l_f,h 1 KLi~. 
Furthor recon of the area revealr:'~ 2 L'~;"(' gHeJ_ po;:dtior:..s aJ..,ng 
ldth a st~r:ring and storage are:::." S8a:"<'l.",:,hy ?c·{)agair:. controlled 
air stril~es resulting in tlJO .. 5[: s;,'l j;:Gt:;~.tiOliG destro:/ed~ '5 liliAts 
10 possible KBA's and one lnrge s8conde.ry exl~l'osion. 
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17Al)r69, SOOl-10rthy 99··1 and 2 received irrc.(3l1se automatic 1-lea.pons .fire 
while attempting to insert recon tea:u1. Hungarian". The insert 
vms completed after fixed wins strikes destroyed the enemy 
p>sitions. Gattlecall and Chatterbtt: aircraft provided :;~o­
supply and trooplifts respectively. Operations were hampered 
by low ceilings and visibili t,y. 

lSApr69: Seal-lorthy 98··1, while on a v:I.sual recon mission of a freshly 
discovored N"'ITA position in the Dei'ley Ca.nyon area, lost an engine 
to enemy firE!. Sea;\·wrthy 96··7 returned to QU3.l'lg: Tri tvith a 
single engim. Tho position could not ba observe;:'; further due 
to deteriorating weather. Cattlecall aircraft cOllc8ntrated on 
resupplying troops in operatl.on Haine Craigo 

19Apr69: Cattlecall medevao and 'tt.i.ngIl1~~n picked up 23 ~~~8':levaC'3 at c-4 
under the flnres of Seaworthy 98"18 c:md the sUh1rcssivo fire 
.of Seaworthy 99-13 and 14. 

20Apr69: SeaNorthy 98-2 and 3 flew cov'er far c;:onvoYf: along hiGhl-my 119, 
Searrorthy 97-7 and 8 were instrumental in controllinG fixed 
.. ling· in this area, a.nd keeping the convoy rod.c cpen. 

2lApr69: Activity a.gair.· centered nround -(;119 h:.c{h't..ray #9 and DO:!'lg Ua 
}1ountain D..rea~ where an active mortar positi~;n was o1.:;.::3erv(~.:l 
by OV-10A.'s •. A second mortar and mc..chim gUL p:Jsitio:1 l-laS 

destroyed by o.ddi tional air strikes e 

22Apr69: At lOOOH, Cattlecall 92"1 took off t-r.i.th a fEsht of S for an 
assault tl'OOP lift into ID013645. As Cattloc.::tll n-l set down 
in LZ Junior, a command detonated mine exploded under thtl nil''' 
craft, causing 3 Alpha injuries. Cattlecall 92-2 picked up the 
crew and passengers under intense enemy fire. Durins a follov~ 
phase of the troop lift at LZ Squirrel, an Army iJH-lE met the 
same tate as 92-1. Catt1eoall 92-2 again braved intense enemy 
fire while pickine up the wounded It.rr.l''.l Ore1-1 and p..'l.ssengers. 

2JA,p.r69: For the second consecutivo day Hl-IH .. 161 1-JaS assigned the taslr of 
helo lifting ARVN troops into LZ Junior. The socond Cattlecall 
aircraft into the LZ received intense fire, causing 7.he aircraft 
to crash land. Upon impact, '~he o.1rcrc1.ft relIed down hill, pin­
ning both pilots in tho cockp:L t for 7 hourn.. Rescue ;1erE:onnel 
freed the trapped pilots, b1.1.t foJ:' th,~ '..;0 -pi:~.):: rei~ C')i. cnIi:0 too late. 

24Apr69: At 1800H, Chatterbox 93-9 an::1 J.C 't·::·':i;')ted1L .::~mergency 'mract 
of recon team "Carpet" at ~O:~:::~.)':" (:,e>;:,-c,e".'h.lx 9}-9 lvas shot 
down, crashed and burned, cawling inj1~):,.ies ·~o crew nne1. passengers. 
Chatterbox 93-10 was also shot d01rm attempting to extract the 

". crc:M ~n.d lJ..:'l.Ssengers. Chatterl:x:>x 93-11 !J.l'ld 12 arrived on ste.tion 
:.;,~,.:. :sho~lt after and inserted a J:'eactionary force simultaneously ex" 

>:0", l;r""tiilg the injured crew :",oors. WJOO©~) 

\ ,L,_lU 111 
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2$A.pr69: Sea'tororthy 98--9 provided convoy E:F3coi't along r("ut,e i?1 controling 
3 flights of fixed wing in support of the' conv9Y > Catt1ecall 
medevac picked lIP 10 medevacs from Sword 63$ with the suppressing 
fire sl1.P1JOrt of Sea1'lOrthy 99-13 and Jli.o ' 

26Apr69= MAG-.39 provided routine helicopter support for the TAOR ljj:t.h 
no sigrIi.ficant highlights. 

21Apr69: Seaworthy 91-1 ran four flights of fi:l~ed wing on NVA l:ltorage 
areas uncovering and destro;ying manY bimlccrs a,!'d E1to:cage areas. 

SeD-worthy 91-0 ran several nights of fixed '\<ri~.,g on ~ NV.'t 
supply delJOt at XD654682 destroying 2 bunkers and. <'I,bout. 12 tonf! 
of ciceo Seaworthy 99-13 and 14 providGd gr.::1 suppo:':'t for Ue S.) 
krr'r:! units "Nepartl and "Sword" 111110 were unde:.: ben:i:'Y ground a.ttac): 
by nVA/VC elements" ' 

Cha.tterbox aircraft successfully completed s8?eral OI.1Hrgency 
supply deliveries at XD911644 in spite of ro:t:t'9.l.llely heav'"Y enemy' 
fire 10 Sea.wor·~h:r 97~4 spotted 150"'200 INA in t.:1e C'lmmng..'ham area, 
and ran 6 flights of fixed lYing aircraft, re r":::J.ti'1g in d least 
20 KBA. '50 

Today 1mo-6 b1"_ike nil known monthly f1.:J.ght t:j,',,1.8re'~()r:l'" fOe;' 

Harine Observation Squadron:3. FlyiIlG 3:; 016,,~: hoUl'S 0 Chat,t6rbox 
ar.1 Cattlecall aircraft provided rout,ina heJ.'J 3U.ppJ;;'!:. f(:Jl~ 3rd 
UAHDIV. 

l. Personnel. No critical shortages 'exist. 

2. Administration. Administration continues to be hampered by the in­
adequacy of office equipnent and mat.erialo 

.3. Awards. The follmdng award recor:imendat:lons have been subiUtted dUl"'ing 
this period: ' 

a. Silve~ Star - 2-

b. DFCts - 12' 

c. Bronze Star - 1 

ll. Casualties ' 

a. Hostile: KIA: 

f; b. N:onoiIostile: DIll.: 

3-
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Horale continues to be hiGh 1dthin l'rovisional Harina Aircraft Group 39. 
Hark has been completed on the Group bm::kettall court, with the tennis court 
al'1aitin.[~ installation of fencinJ~ and net.~ These .facilities combined with 
the already operational clubs system, ro::chane;e, handball court, skeet 
range, :hy~ical fitneEs center, and various other recroational facilities! 
ShOlLld aid e;reatly in nmintaining a hiGh. stnte of morale. Vigorous 
truop lo1slfare fJro~rams have been in existence since acti vC),t.ion of this 
Group and continue to receive utmost attention at all levdU> .. 

6. Sta~istica1 A~!zs~s.. The cha.plain roports the following 3tatistical 
categories as he functior..s in his i)astora.l roles of P:;~:test, Educator, 
Counes1er and Civic Action Officer: 

a.. Sunday Celebrati.~ Number kt,tendance Communed 
-=",-

Cha:e1ain S CIH!llll (Lutheran) " ] 1 ", 59 0 - • .j.,;r 

Cha:~llcun IG.di,l,''3 (ltJman Catholic) 4 14° ,.\ l!i3 

Chc.l)laink-J'IILJiliJ) ( :·Jrest~rterian) 4 T. 33 

Chaplc.:~n 19JKER (j.:"oIilan Catholic) 3 lJ.~ 95 

ChapL'lin HIG:NONE Uroman Catholic) 1 Lv' 41 

Totals 18 529 375 

b. ~.r(;lek~da~.ok ~/Hemorial bervic(~ 

l1id ~'leel, R. c., l'~\PS 4, .31 30 

Holyirleek 2 14 5 

CAPS 2 22 13 

l1emorial S enico 1 132 N/A 

CO Education 

Re1i~ious Discussion Group 1 ,~ lJ/A .-' 

ReliEious Instruction j 8 Nih 

EnCLOSURE (1) 
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d. ?.~toral .Counseling and !1l2.r~: 

Religious 

~re~1ar1 ta.l 

Domestic Conflicts 

Transfer-Discharge 

B~lavior Disorder 

PsychoneurO-C.ic 

Family Relations 

l"Iia cella.l1t1O us 

Above individuals seen in 

Numbe:" --
1 

3 

7 

:3 

15 

2 

1 

7 

they-apy r,loro than once 14 

Totr.l lJ.t'ofessionaJ. cOl'!'.:.Seling 
cases for AiJ1'il J.569 53 

Red Cross 32 

Brig Visits 2 

Ho,pi tal Vis1 ts 5' 

1 ~ Civic l"i..ff'aire = Tt~enty-threG CiVic Affairs trips were made in tho 
HAG-:39 Civic Action 8.rea of responsil,ility~ .11'ighty-six persons from 
the Group coml1Osed the teams implementiI13 pars onnal resr~ms e and Civic 
Action Projects. Five l-fed-Gaps Here' conducted lJitll 140 patients and 155 
treatmente. The folloH1ng material 'was' reridored to the Vietnamese: 

)0 2S lb bags of cement, one 1,.:lb box 01' soa!?, onE,l scheol <loek. 
l~O school kits. 

8. Inte1li.Ee.ac~ 

a. -During' the first part of April the ene:m,V:' acti'vi ty 'remain,Jd . at 
a low lovel. Houever, during the last t'l-JO H0t::J.::S ot the nlO;:1.th the area 
from Route #9 North to the DHZ had a slight increase in enemy a~tivity. 
The eneIDy' concentrnted moat of his activity in the vicinity o:f 1Z Junior. 
The enemy L\~'lJeared to be trying to keep opan infiltration· routes from the 
Dlrz to RSVN. . 

, .' 
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• 
b. EnE!l1\Y action against J:':f1flG-39 waS lind ted ·00 [1To1l.'1.rl fire against 

group I aircraft. This lrotS the eighth consecutive mohth tha"i;, Quang Tri 
Air &.se was not targeted by enemy rock€:teers. The n1..mlber of aircraf"ti 
receiv:ing fire decreased by 47 from the previous IIlonth HUh a decrease 
in aircraft hit of 11. 

FIRE INCIDElffS: 89 !~IRCRil.FT HIT: 27 

lJRCH.AFT DtSTROYED: 2 CliB ,1t.LTIES: h KIA~ 5 vlll( E) 
8 vfIA(H) 

c. Indications are that the enemy v;ri11 a-tteInpt to maintain pressure 
by isolated mortar/sapper attacks while continuing to build up his 
logistical su[,ply line for the Spring-8urmmer offensive during Hay 1969. 

9. Nedica1 

a~ In accordance with referenee (a), tile following statistics pre­
sent the activity of the }1edical Department durir.g the month of April 1969: 

(1) Total patients seen at sick call 734 
( 2) Total num.ber j.f in -patients 000 
(3) Total number of ph:'nicals 8h 
(h) Total immunizations 1220 

10. Air Operations 

a .. · .£:Ja.ril TotaJ..s 

TONS OF CARGO l-1EDEV.AC HItSIOlJS NEDEV.ACS 

b. Quang Tri Air Base Operationa 

. Structural 
-)-

. 
688 

Hedevacs 
26 • 

2w.d. 

lrlash Downs o -, 

2. 09h5/.J..Si.pr69 Equipnent respon<ied to MI;l.CV area with 530-C 
structural truck and \fater tanker. One thoUBand, (1000) galS. of uater 
and twenty five (25) gals. of light 1VutEll' ',rere u.aed to extinguish fuel 
and aITUl10 fire. 

3. llOOI23Apr69 Personnel respondeq with rescUe equipneat to, 
off station helicopter crash. Both pilclt.s lffi're trt;pped •. Both pilots 
were treed by lifting the aircraft -vrith a CH-54. 

10 
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{'Moot~lil • 
". " 3:LFMtjlj 

OJA13469 
lh Ma(y 1969 

c. Dong Ha Air: Base C:perations 

1. Aircraft H.esp 
7 

Structurnl Resp 
2 .. 

Hedevacs 
o -

2. ll45l15A.pr69 [lsed one thousand five hundred (1500) galso 
water and. fifty (50) gals • light ~~ater to extiIl[,;uish fuel line fireo 

3. 204o/17Apr69 Used eight hundred (800) gals. of water on 
structlJral fire in Construction Battalion. 

d. Vat'pergr:tft Air Base o,peratioIlB 

1. Aircrs.ft Res~ 
7 

Structura.l Resp 
- h 

2. 9Apro9 Personnel responded with t'-ro (2) vehides to 13A. 
CH-53 landed on external load. Fuel and ar,1l1lO .fil~e resulted causing the 
loss of the aircrai't. and. LS.A~ 
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