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Provisional Harine Aircraft Group - 39 
1st Marine Aircraft i-Jing 

Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 
FPO San Francisco, 96602 

3:EvTH:lgm 
5750 
03A31069 
6 November 1969 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding General, 1st l1arine Aircraft Wing (Attn: G-3) 

Subj: Command Chronology 

Refs (a) 

Encl: J (1) 
J(2) 
(3) 

.)4) 

\olgO 5750.4 

Command Chronology for Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39 D 
Oommand Ohronology for Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 39 ) '~tlft-# 
Command Chronology for Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161 ( " 
(1 to 15 October 1969) ) ifl~i I 

Command Chronology for Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 262 ~,t!i 
(l to 15 October 1969) 

1., In accordance with reference (a), the subject report is hereby submitted 
for the period 1 - 31 October. This will be the final report for Provisional 
Marine Aircraft Group - 39. 

2. Due to Redeployment of ~1a.rine Vertical Observation Squadron-6~ their Com­
mand Chronology will be submitted at a later date as enclosure (5).' 
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Quang Tri-Hue/Phu Bai, Vietnam I rSIOIIAL HARIllE AIRCIW"r GROUP 39 
lIDlfiI©I!J$$~1FIfIll ~! tbrou(lh 31 october 1 969 

pm I 

PMT II 

pm III 

pm IV 

ORG.lll'lIZl.TIONAL DATA 

NARRJIl'rvE SUMM.ll.RY OF 
SIGNIFICANT lITGHLIGHTS 

SIGNIFICANT EiTEmS 

SUPPORTJNG OOctJMlillTS 
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PART ;r 

...... "9..l1'QiJ:JJk.'r):.9}LJ: ·~.TiL .• 
1 -chrough 3I October 19.69 

1. Provisional Marine Aircraft GrouE-.a9 

Colonel ~len V. GAIaIJ!IlTTINE 

Lieutenent Colonel Prentice A. LINDSAY 

Lieutenant Colonel John E. 'WEBER, JR. 

a. staff -
Major Robert G. WHALEY 
Major Clarence L. DAVIS 
GySgt Floyd L. trJATTS 
LtCol John E. i'JEBER, Jr. 
Major Robert L. LEiTAN 

.. ,~Major Ivfiehael E. COLLINS 
-::'LCdr Donald L. KRABBE 

·:;·:.tCdr James F. LYONS 

s..1/.;iD,) 
s...2 
&'2 
s",,3 
s··L 

Chap.i,<1i:n 
F~.,:l g~r::; ·S'n.rgeon 

Lieutenant Colonel Warren G6 GHETNK.7. 

lfu.jor Joseph F. GOLlEN 

c. Marine Uedium Hel1co12tar Sguadrsn 161 

Major Richard li. CARR 

d.~· 'Marine MediUlll Helicopter Squadron 262 .. . --

Mo.jorD:>naldJ,MESKJlN 

Q. Marine Observation Sguadron 6 

Lieutenant Colonel Albert K. CHA.RLTON 

Commanding Officer 

Etecutive Officer. 
1 .. 17 Oct 1969 

ExeC".r~ive Officer 
18 - 2, Oct 1969 

1 - 25 Oct 1969 
1... 8 Oct 1969 
9 ... 25 Oct 1969 
1 .. 25 Oct 196)' 
1 ... 25 Dei; 1969 
1 ... 25 OCt": 1969 
1 ... 22 Oct 'I 969 
1... 4 (:(;t .[ ),69 

Commandlng (t':;'.:. 'r:.' 

1 .. 10 Oct \ ):: 
Commanding Off:], ,;.e:r' 
11 .. 31 Oct 1969 

Commandi1l~ Off'1 eel" 
1 - 15 Oct 1969 

, 
, '\" 

, Cotnmanding Of fi co::' 
1 .. 1, Oct 1969 

Commandi11g affi eel' 
1 .. 12 Oct 1969 

2. furing the reporting period Headquarters, Provisional ~:r,?,:r:be Aircraft 
Groll.P""39 t-ms located at Quang Tri Combat Base from 1 .. 1 0 \~" ~"I')ber 1969, at 
HuelPlm. Bai Comb4t Base from 11 ... 31 October 1969 in the P",J;,:I)}))..Lc of Vi9't:!~,J 
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PliRT II 

Nl.ruliTIVE Sill'lMllRY OF SIGNIFIC1J{T EVENTS 

1. Tho ooginning of tho reporting poriod found ProvMfill.-39 in tho midst of 
PB$E II Redoployments. 11MlvJ,..16l of ProvMi~G-39 WCl.S U;'J Cl.nd oporQting at Ph~l 
Bui whi10 HMM-262 wus in 0. stc.nd do'W!l str.tus whilo rc-ostnblishing its OP 
at Phu BnL On 3 October, both ketie".l helicopter squadrons tvaro flying 
tho majority of thoir missions in support of tho 3rd }brine Division.lf3t 
.i:.RVN, und U. S. j;rrny UIlits in NIOTZ £'rom tho Quang Tri Combat Enso. ibS 

opor:1tions continuod from Quang Tn, crays and ,:llrcrnft wore replaced G:'.C"I:l 

ovening. On 2 October 1969, VMD-6 began stnnd down stctus propab.$ory to 
its move in oonnection PHii,3E II Redoployments, 

2. During thQ first 13 do.ys of tho month, honvy monsoon rains hrunpoJ~od 
tho rcloeatidn of ProvMjG.J9 und its sU2ordinato units, 

3. On 8 Ootober, VMO-6 commenoed tho .:'ly mmy of its OV-10 (nircr:::ft), 
and Dotachment .llpha. of VMO-6 rolocnt,]C\ to Phu Bni with II UH-lE drc:cn.ft' 
to ' -uWtlj. t shipping for their hove ·tc ::;;'il~ .. ?wa. 

~ . On 10 October, tho He::tdquartcr" 8L L('ovM;~G-39 was roloc!:\:~C'~1 cc. pr.u Bcd, 
loss tho 8-4 Section which rome.inod r'·l·':::.:'~Qng Tri to oontinue G()f))':-di:n8.tion 
of ro1ocntion offorts. Opor~tionn1 (;r,":(":11 moved from the Qvnl~,: })-i cac 
to Phu Bcd coe on 12 Oatober. Sto.i';~ 3 •. 'CG.' '.'!lS of ProvK1G-39 \f'~,~,'- !~C2'r,')(: ux 
allotted spnca wi thin M.iG-36 HOCldq'lc..:;:tGJ' "'" 

5. Pilots with VMO-6's Detachment i':lj:~l:' c()'.ltinucd to fly miss:::'o::lri. 
augmenting HML-367 duo to '1 pilot sho:i:'",~.~.g.;., Ho'WOver, VH0-6'i S Dc~~:!.:<>.;.:!:,:~ 
continued to exorciso thoir nircr,1ft on dc5.ly mrtintcnancc f1ight,~ :.,~:'i;<_ 
embarkod on 21 October. 

6. On 12 October 1969, OPGON and .lDOON of V}iO-6 was passed to CG ILL /;:.r 
and subsoquently to CG NINTH M.:lB. 

7. Tho 15th of October wns tho Inst. -'. 
tncticn1 squadrons, paSSing. J.J)CON of 
to ~-36, 

thQt ProvMJ.G-39 hnd control oJ:' .. 
s-161 &: 262 to M.L~G-16 cmd OPCOr 

S. On. tJ);e~ 16th of.·Octobe:;.·· the COIllin1.nding Officor of ProvMl .. G-39, Colo!,kl. 
Own V. Ga.LENTINE, o.ssumod Commrmd of Marino Idrcrni't Group 36 at n '~:L-,-,~.,:!.:l 
of Command Ooremony hold at tho H&MS-36 flight lino area a~ Phu Bni~ 

9, On 18 Octobor, tho J.ldministrntivG Offico of H&MS-39 roloc'1toa to Phu 
Bai from Quang Tri, while OQn1~,land rctlainod :1t Qu.:1.ng Tri thru tho roporMng 
period. 

10. For the rct1llindGr of the period, the roduction of Provli.G-.39 Qnd H&HS--39 
to O.<J)RE stlltus waS under wttY. This progress was ho.mpor'_:0 :.;;,., ·~,ho oooob::l!ty 
to I'Dt".in certdn cloments nt Qu..-mg Tri for support o~ i:::.;c-;t~·'T' ;:;,,:.61 !Sr. 2';.2 
which woro opcrElting in support of tho Jrd Marino DiYi ci:;G.~ ,x..3 :)+,hCT YOY'i:;{)·· 

orn ICTZ units. 
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11. On 18 October 1969, ProvM.~G-.39e.nnounced CADll,E stctUB, "r.tth Colonal 
o. V. G1J.tENTINE as Conmnnding Officor of ?rovK~G-.39, cnd M::tj or J. F. GODLEN 
as Commanding Officer of ~39. Howevor, personnel still re~1inGd in 
H&MS-39 pending reoeipt of orr'lora from tho 1st ~1nrinG .i1ircrnft l.-Jing fo::: 
zoe assignment" 

12. Personnel and oqUipment of M~1Tc:U-62 ~,rere eribnrked nnd enrouta to :~vj~G-13 
at Ohu Lcd, AJJOON and OPCONwro passed to lUG-13 on 26 October 1969, 
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PART III 
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1.' Average Monthly Strength: (Note: No Average would adequately ref1\'3C!"G 
the true picture of the group I s strength during the entire period. 1;:1 o:::'osr 
to indicate the reduction progress the average strengths are shovro. fm' j\:;ur 
periods during the month.:) 

1 - 16 October 1969: Marine Officers: 168 Navy Officers: 4 
Marine Enlisted: 973 Navy Enli sto d : 7 

17 - 21 October 1969: Marine Officers: 79 Navy Officers: 2 
Marine Enlisted: 659 Navy Enlisted: . ,. 

:) 

22 - 25 October 1969: Marine Officers: 34 Navy Officers: 1 
Marine Enlisted: 451 Navy Enlistcd: " I:~ 

26 ~ 31 October 1969: Marine Officers: 2 Navy Officers: " ',) 

Marine Enlisted:: 0 Navy Enlistoc15 0 

2.' Administration: Mministration,not only in the 8-1 sec tic.: LY:/~ all of 
the staff sections, 'was hampered by inadequate office oquipm::::':.·:; und r~'"-terialR" 

3.! Oa§Jlalties:: Hostile: 0 WIA: 1 Non-Hostiler. 1 Otb:::!:'~ ;.~ 

4.' Morale and Welfare. 

a., Moralo within the Group continued to be high "dth c;-3,.~}'·' 
groups appearing at clubs prior to depurture from Qu,.qng Tri, ()1('; 

at Phu Bai.' 

b. ~~e1fare of tho troops 'Wi th3.fl the Group has been good, exc.cF. ':\:.c 
the providing of adequate foul weather attire for the monsoon weath:::::-~ 

5.' Important VisitorS: The follo"W1ng import2nt visitors attended th: .. ':~l-;.{;:::~';.;:c 
of Command Ceremony on 16 Octobor 1969. . 

Maj or General William G. TI1R.I1SH, eG FIRST Ml'.1t1 
Major General NGO-QUANG TRUONG, OGFIRST l~VN 
Brig. General Ed'Win B .WIm;LER, ]))puty Oo:::nmdor mv 
Brig. General Robert H. l:)?llNJER, i.WC l;,UXHQ, FIRST YJ./~H 
Brig. GeneroJ. Rcbon FtJtI.8R, J..DC:;'3rdMARDIV 

6.1 Intelligence: 

a. Enemy activity Ilgeinst the Quang Tri Oombat Bllso d·::r~::.'GasGd c1UY'ing 
the month w:i. th only one rocket attack Qccu.riing at 2130, 15 (\-·'~obGr 1969" 
The base recei vod three 122mm rockets ~Th1.eh rosul:tod· in ·.'£.·'r·~::'.vr; casual til'! S 

and damage. 
" 
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b. The nUl1100r ot o:trcraft receiving firo decreased. by 63 from the 

previous month. Thel"e were no aircratt hit 'l-I~1i10 under operational control 
of ProvHAG-39. 

Fire J.tieidents;' c 
~--~-~-~~-~--~--~~~~ Aircraft Hit: 0 

Forcdd·- to Land:-- - - - - - - - ............... - - .. - ..... "'0 
---~~~~-~-----~~----Aircraft Destroyed: __ ........ _____ .... ________ 0 

Casualties: 0 
, ,_. - - -. ...... - - ........ ~ ... -...... - ... -- ... ...,. -

:if Operations.. Dtu'ing the period SqUD.dron~ \-Tore operationa.l -[,0 ProvN .. \:k:::) 
there vlero no major operations supported. The majority of 'Gupport·;:,oJ.' tho 
3rd Mq,rine Division 1'1aS incidental to the Division redeploymel'\t. nct:1vj,tiElS 3 

While operational'·oo Pl"ov}1AG-39 J the tactical squadrons flew the foll~y.;:i.ne~ 
,e, 

~=£E§ HOURS PWTllOOPS CfJ1GO TOlifAGE MISSIONSLCASUALTIES 
2 1009-;1 7867 - 245 ~4/12g, -: , ' 

'w 

a. ,On 5 October 1969" Vandergrift Combat: Baso air! acilit:i.oi'i '~i:,~,:";' 
secured; 

,b. TOrlsr operation 1-10S assumed by the Army at QuanG Tri :1, :,:; i>,:,~(;11er 
1969. l-1ATCU .. 62 teminnted GCA oporntions on the 23rd of octC! <,,';-

c. ' On 26 October 1969 l-fATCU-62 was embarked equipment and y:,:',,' ),-,::;;0:,\ 

~ chopped ADGOIT' Cj,i~ ,opGmr to 1,a.o-I3; 

d., Crash Crow a.ctivi ties through tho period consisted 

(1) Quane Tri: 

~rcrnft EmorBOncios 10 
liadevacs 21 
Structural Fires 2 
Wash downs 1 

(2) Done Ha: 

~rcratt lhorBOncies 1 

8. ~l3'!sti~: 

a. TArDS dispenood 610,016 gallons ot JP ... 4 and 20" 723 gnJJ.m,l,;; of 
Aviation Gas DoS of 23 October 1969. 

b. Construotion' ill construction at Quang Tri Air B:IE~' :,'::",2 boon 
terminated. 
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c. Embarkations Embarka tion of all maj or units of FrovMA.G-39 wa$f 

completed on 26 October 1969 •. Only assential sUpport elements ramain. air 
.j Quang 'I'ri. 

d. Motor Transport:- ProvMAO'::'j9 Motor Transport section WBS augmented 
by 14 High Boys and six 6X6 trucks frm:l 1st MAil for movement of Pro.,.¥J.A.G-39· 
uni ts. A total of 26 convoy trips Vlere made between Quang Tri and Phu' Bai, 
one trip to Danang and one to LZ BaldY (South of Danang). 

9.' .. Med:L0a,J.. The Senior· Medical Officer at the beginning of the roporting 
period was Ledr James LYONS, Me USNR. Tho Nedical J):;partment Has dissolved 
as of 17 October 1969 l.d th personnel, supplios, and equipmont being rea.s­
signed ·to MAG-J6. vn1i1o at Quang Tri tho Modica1 Department supp~ed . 
support to VHO-6, HMi1s..161 & 262, nnd H&MS-39. liso MEDel;]' service to throo 
Vietnameso Villagos was provided. 

a. Avor.~go daily outpatient treatmentr 25 

b. !vorago of 2 MEDEVAC missions flown daily with 2 pationts par 
mission. 

10. Chaplain Activitios. 

a. Ohaplain: Ledr Don L. KRABBE, .. CHC USN, 1 - 22 00·[.00. .. :.1;' 1969 •. 

b. Sund~ Colebrationss 
Mcmorit~ Services: 

Npmbcr /1::~·~.::2nQ.ancc,( . 
5 152~ 
3 l6,3 

c. Professional Counsolling Interviows:· 37 

cL; Pa.storal Oalls (Hospital): 

o. ROd Oross Oasas: 

14 

9 

11. Civil }.ffairs. No civil affairs activity 'ionS conducted duo to dis­
pla.comont ot tho Gro~p. 

12. ProvMAG-39 W.lS recognizod for its support in the follmdng IllCssagos, 
CO III M.lF 090408Z Oct 1969, GG .3rd l{'.RJ)IV ll0.332Z Oct 1969, and CG F£lLU 
IBOl30Z Oc~ 1969 (S). UnclQsoifiod massagos includod in Part IV. 
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1. Tho atto.ohod unc::lnssifioc1 massagos rcognizod ProvM.a... 39 for its support 
in tho Northern !CTZ during its oiist(}llCO Md d1..U'ing tho current lUonsoon sonson. 
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