DECLASSIFIED

% -

,
N .

F'e Pt VY

. 4 ‘ . v . x

HEADQUARTERS
Provisional Marine 4ircraft Group - 39
1st Marine Aircraft Wing
Fleet Marine Force, Pacifiec
FPO San Francisco, 96602
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From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding General, lst Marine Aircraft Wing (Attns G-3)

3:EWH:1gm

5750

03431069

6 November 1969

Subj: Command Chronology

Lg-0H (¢l

Ref: (a) Wg0 5750.4

Encls ‘/ 1) Command Chronology for Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39 o
(2) Command Chronology for Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 39 ) |5z
/(3) Command Chronology for Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161 )
(1 to 15 October 1969) ek :
V(4) Command Chronology for Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 262 j ?““‘/‘g
(1 to 15 October 1969)

&
1.. In accordance with reference (a), the subject report is hereby submitted S
for the period 1 - 31 October, This will be the final report for Provisional S
Marine Aireraft Group - 39. ~
2. Due to Redeployment of Marine Vertical Observation Squadron-6, their Com- \\Tz,
mand Chronology will be sulmitted at a later date as enclosure (53.' &y
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' PROVISTONAL MARINE AIRCRAFT GROUP 39
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PART 1 ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

PART II NAFRATIVE SUMMARY OF
SIGNIFICANT HIGHLIGHTS

PART III SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

"PART IV SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
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PART T

. ORGANIZ TICN L M .
1 through 3T Qctober 1969

1« Provisional Marine Aircraft Group=39

Colonel Owen V. GALILENTINE

Lieutenent Colonel Prentice A. LINDSAY

Lieutenant Colonel Joln E. WEBER, JR,

Qe

_~Major Michael E. COLLINS

be

Ce

d.

Qe

2, During the reporting period Headquarters, Provisional Ma:
39 was located at Quang Tri Combat Base from 1 = 10
Hue/Pha Bai Combat Base from 11 = 31 October 1969 in the Ruy

Grou

Stafi

Major Robert G, WHALEY

Major Clarence L. DAVIS

GySgt Floyd L. WATTS

I4Col Jolm E. WEBER, Jr.

Major Robert L, ILEVAN
“10dr Donald L. KRABEE

“+LCdr James F. LYONS

S=1/057

S ?

Sea?

Sy

Sl

AvaSafD

Fligut Sorgeon

Headquarters and Maintenance Scuuvirome39

Iieutenant Colonel Warren G. CRETHEY

Major Joseph F. GOLIEN

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadren 181

Major Richard W. CARR

&_{arine Medium Helicopter Squadron 262

Major Donald Je MESKAN

Marins Observation Squadron 6

Iieoutenant Colonel Albert K. CHARLTON
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Commanding Officer

Executive Officer
1« 17 Oct 1969

Executive Officer
18 - 25 Oct 1969

25 Oct 1969
8 Oct 1969
25 Oct 1969
25 Oct 1969
25 Oct 1969
25 Oct 1969
22 Oci: 1969
I Coi: ‘E’;?'(i?)

11131111131

b b wd ah e \() eed o

Comanding G v
1 = 10 Oct .
Commanding Ofi:i.cew
11 = 31 Oct 1959

Commanding Officer
1 = 15 Oct 1969

* Commanding Officer

1 = 15 Oct 1969

Commanding Officer
1 = 12 Oct 1969 .
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r 1969, at
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P4RT II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF SIGNIFIGANT EVENTS

1. The boginning of tho reporting period found ProvMiG-39 in the midst of
PHLSE II Rodoployments, HMM-161 of ProvMiG-39 was up and operating at Pau
Boi while HMM-262 was in o stond down status while re-establishing its OF
at Phu Bai, On 3 Octobor, both tncticcl holicopter squadrons were flwr;g
the majority of thoir missions in support of the 3rd Marine Division,lst
~RVN, gnd U, 5. Army wdits in NICTZ from thc Quang Tri Combat Basce Ls
oporqtions continucd from Quang Tri, crows and aireraft were replaced conh
cvening. On 2 Octobor 1969, VMO-6 bogan stond down stotus prepabfory bo
its move in comnoction PHASE II Redeploymonts,

24 Durlng thg, first 13 days of tho month, hoavy monsoon rains hamposred.
the rclocation of ProvMiG-39 and its suardinatc units,

3, On 8 Octobor, VMO-6 commenecd tho iy cway of its OV-10 (aircraft),
and Dotachment .ilpha of VMO-6 rolocmm to Phu Bai with 11 UH-1E aircraft’
to - auwnit shipping for their nove o Tidlnawa.

4, On 10 October, tho Hoadquarters of FrovMiG~39 was roloeaied ot Phu Bai,
less the 54 Scetion which remoined ot “uang Trd to continuc cwwqutlcn
of rclocation cfforts, Opor"tionrl control moved from the QLuL ri
to Phu Bai COC on 12 Octobor. Stafl ~ns of ProvMiG=39 wu:

allottcd spacc within MiG-36 Headqguau

5, Pilots with VM0-6's Dctachment iifbn combtinucd to fly missious.
augmenting HML-367 dus t0 2 pilot shori~z:, Howover, VMO-6's Ik
continucd to cxereise their aireraft on daily mnintenance flights

cmbarked on 21 Octobor,

6, On 12 Octobor 1969, OPCON and .DCON cf VMO-6 was passod to OG Iii i
and subsoquently to CG NINTH MiB.

that ProvMiG=39 flad control of ~
Pa 161 & 262 to MiG-16 and OPCOY

7. Tho 15th of October was the last
tacticnl squadrons, passing. [DCON of
to MAG"’36|

8. On.the.16th of.October  thc Commnding Officor of ProvMiG-39, Colc &
Owon V. GALLENTINE, assumed Command of Marinc Adreraft Group 36 at a shanpa
of Command Ceromony hold at the HEMS-36 flight linc area at Phu Bais

9, On 18 Octobor, the .idministrative Offiec of H&MS-39 rolecatcd to Phu
Bai from Quang Tri, while Comaand remaincd at Quong Tri thru the reportdng
poeriod,

10, For the rcunindcr of the period, the reduction of Provill(~29 and H&MS-39
to CJDRE status was under wity. This progress was hampor: :
t0 retnin certnin olomonts at Quang Tri for support of
which were operating in support of the 3rd Marine Diwvigi:
orn ICTZ units,
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11, On 18 October 1969, ProvM.iG-39announced CADIE status, with Colonel

O V. GILLENTINE gs Commonding Officer of ProvMiG-39, and Major J. F. GODLEN
a8 Commanding Officer of H&MS.39, Howover, personncl still remained in
H&MS-39 pending roceipt of orders from the 1lst Marine iireraft Wing for
reagsignmont,

12, Porsomncl and oqidpment of MATOU~62 were cribarked and enroute to ¥.G-13
at Chu Lai, ADCON and OPCONwere passed to MiG-13 on 26 October 1969.
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PART IIT
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. Aversge Monthly Strength: (Note: No Average would adequately reflac:
the true picture of the group!s strength during the entire period. in
to indicate the reduction progress the average strengths are shown for Four
periods during the month,)

1 -~ 16 Octaber 1969: Marine Officers:s 168 Nevy Officers: 4
Marine Enlisteds 973  Navy Enlisted: 7
17 - 21 October 1969: Marine Officers: 79 Navy Officers: 2
Marine Enlisted: 659 Navy Enlisted: ' 5

22 = 25 October 1969 Marine Officers: 34  Navy Officers: 3
Marine Enlisteds 451 Navy Enlisted: 2

26 « 31 October 1969: Marine Officerss 2  Navy Officers: o
Marine Enlisteds - O Navy Enlisted: o

2. Administrations Administration,not only in the S-1 ssctic: Uit all of
the staff soctions,was hampered by inadequatec office cquipmen: ond reteriale:

3o Casualtiess Hostile: O WIA: 1 Nom=Hostiler 1 Othern: =

4ot Morale and Welfares

e Morsle within the Group continued to be high with cnt
groups appearing at clubs prior to departure from Quang T*‘-, gl
at Phu Bai.!

be Wolfare of the troops within the Growp hes been good, exceyn’ <ue
the providing of adequate foul weather attire for the monsoon wcat-*,‘_p

5o Important Vigitors: The following 1~nportﬂnt visltors attended the Thanzc
of Command Ceremony on 16 October 1969,

Major General William G. THRASH, CG FIRST Maw

Major General NGO~-QUANG TRUONG, GG FIRST ARVN

Brigs General Edwin B, WHEBLER, Doputy Comender XXIV: :
Brig, General Robert H, SPANJER, /AWC LUXHQ, FIRST MiW :

Brig, General Regan FULISR, ADC. 3rdMARDIV

6. Intelligance:

ae Enemy activity ageinst the Quang Trdi Combat Basc dacicased during
the month with only one rocket attack accurfing at 2130, 15 ©. ober 1969,
The base received thres 122mm rockets which rosulted in wereHivo casualties
-~ and damaga.
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bs The number of aircraft receiving firc decreased by 63 from the
previous month, There were no aircraft hit whilo under operational control
of ProvMAG=39. ‘ '

Fire Mcidents:
dircraft Hi"o:_____________..._.._..............
Forcod to Land:____________,,______.__.._
Aircrafy Destroyed:_ _
Casualties:_ _

e a S e m - D

[eNeNe]
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a2 Operations. During the period squadrons wore operational to Proviiii: ¢
there were no major operations supported. The majority of tupport for the
3rd Marine Division was incidental to the Division redeployment. activities,
While operational to ProvMAG=39, the tactical squadrons flew the follcwing:

SORT HOURS =~ DPAX/TROOPS CARGO TONAGE MISSIONS/CASUALTIES

2 10097 7T A5 eL7Te8 S

a» On 5 October 1969, Vendergrift Combat Base airf acilities wirs
secureds ,

be Tover operation was assumed by the Army at ‘Quang Tri 1 7% Oabcher

1969, MATCU~62 terminated GCA operations on the 23rd of Octeix:. .

¢+ On 26 October 1969_ MATCU=62 was embarked ecjuipment and naroomek
ware chopped ADCOI aid OPCON t6 MAG-I3: ‘

‘ d._.- _ Crash Crew gctivities through the period consisted (
(1) @uang Tri:

Aireraft Emorgencics 10 : 3
Medevacs 21
Structural Fires 2
Wash downs 1

(2) Dong Ha:
. Alreraft Hmergencies 1
8. Logistics:

as TAFDS disperged 610,016 gallons of JP-L and 20,723 galions of -
Aviation Gas as of 23 October 1969,

bs Constructions All construction at Quang Tri Adr Bueo = been
terminated,
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Ce Embarkation: Embarketion of all major units of ProvMAG;39 wasg
completed on 26 October 1969, * Only essential support elements remain &€
Quang Tri,

de Motor Transport: ProvMAG=39 Motor Transport section was auzmented
by 14 High Boys and six 6X6 trucks from lst MAV for movemsnt of ProviaG-39
units, A total of 26 convoy trips were made between Quang Tri and Phu Bai,
one trip to Danang and one to LZ Baldy (South of Danang).

9. Medical, The Senior Medical Officer at the beginning of the roporting
poriod was LOdr James LYONS, MC USNR. The Medical Department vas dissolved
as of 17 October 1969 with personnel, supplics, and ecuipment being reas-
signed to MAG-36. While at Quang Tri ths Medical Department supplicd
support to VMO-6, HMMs-161 & 262, and H&MS-39, Also MEDC4P service to threo
Victnamese Villagss was provided, .

2 Average daily outpaticnt troatmonts 25

bs  iverage of 2 MEDEVAC missions flown daily with 2 paticnts por .
ni ssion, '

10, Ghaploin Activities.

a. Chaplain: I1Cdr Don L. KRABBE,. CHC USN, 1 - 22 Octobur 19694

Numbor fbondanee,
be Sundny Cclebrationss ) 5 i52
Memorial Scrvicest 3 163

¢e Profcessional Cownsclling Interviowss 37
ds Pastoral Calls (Hospital): 14
Ge Red Cross Cascs: ) 9

1l CGivil Affairs, No ¢ivil affalrs activity was conducted dus to dis-
placoment of the Group,

12, ProvMAG-39 w:s roccognized for its support in the following messagos,
CG ITI MAF 090408Z Oct 1969, GG 3rd M/RDIV 110332%Z Oct 1969, and CG FMW
1801302 Oct 1969 (8). TUnclassificd mossages included in Part IV, '

Pago of Parce
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EBTIv SUPPORTING pocmMpes

1. Thg attachod_unclassifiod MosSsag08 reognizad Provd.G.39 ror its support
in the Northern I0TZ upy 2 ,

CUI'I‘Gnt monsoon
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By CG iio WAF , 77"
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Clo FIIMISEY GOFHE 230, PROYISIONAL HARINE ATRCRAFT GROUP 39 /ﬁ_
BAS R AMIZEL 1Y G5% m’ T0 9EET A VIT AL REQUIREMEN FOR A é
cmvmw T OMY AL ORSAUIZAT IOM IN WICIZ, FROM THE DATE OF

IS i7%% 1%, 9% ¥9hd-59 4AS SUBCESSFULLY MET THE MYRLAD o

TS T ES I RER oIT 44 PROPESSIONALISH, FIFHUSTASH AMD el
GE G i, Bl L TS IS 0 THE WANY VITORIES ACHTEVED [0
i SWENY 1Y WET2 43 & TRIBITE 7O ITS FIGHTING SPIRIT. 7
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