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Part I. Organization Data 

1. Commander and staff 

Name 

Gerald W. VAUGHAN 
John I. HUDSON 
Jq N. BIBLE! 
William J. GlUFFIN 
William A. McMPHON 
AmhoElY' A. YATSKO 
John C. HURST 
Everett H. COROON 
~na.ld G. KItOl'P 

Billet 

Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 
Operations Officer 
8-1 Officer 
5-2 Officer 

. Logist io s Officer 
Aviation Safety Officer 
Aviation Safety Officer 
Maintenance Officer 

2. Task Organization and Data 

• 
03 rJNB:ttb 
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LtC.1 
Maj 
Maj 
Maj 
Capt; 
Capt 
Capt 
CaPt 
Maj 

1-31 
1-31 
1-31 
1-31 . 
1-31 
1-31 
1-13 
14-31 
1-31 

Or ganizatien Location COmmanding Officer Dlte of Office 

VMFA-1l5 Chu tai, RVN LtCQ1 Gerald W. VAUGHAN 

3. Average strength 

a. MariM Officers 35 

(1) Naval Aviators 17 
(2) Naval Flight Officers 14 
(3) Aviation Ground Officers 4 

VI~lr A. ·115 S&O 
CONTRO!,;NO" 03 Cs:> 8~ - ~B 
DATE REC'ijn, Jl~ ~3B$! 

b. Naval Officers 1 

o. Marine Enlisted 252 

d. Naval Enlisted' 1 

e·. Total Average stren~h 295 

Part Two. Narrative SUmmarZ 

During the reperting period, VMFA-1l5 Was active in supporting operations 
throughout the I Cerps Area, within the I)1Z,and. in the Panhandle of North 
Vietnam. Operations .up~rted. included. Nevada Eagle, Kentucky, Houston, 
Mongoose !tun, Lancaster II, Jeb Stewart III, Mameluke Thrust, Canten" Lancaster 
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West, Dodge Oity, X-Rq, Eager Yankee, Thor, and Dragon Palace. Missions 
flown included Close Air SUpport, Direct Air SUpport, Visual Itecormaisance, 
TPQ, and Air-to-Air scrambles. 

Bomb damage assessment. included 225 meters of trenohline destroyed; 
54 structures destroyed; 9 structures damaged; 61 bunkers destroyed; 15 
bunkers damaged; 7 se condary fires; 16 se coridary explosions; a road cuts; 
1 boat destroyed; 11 fighting holes destroyed; 4 mortar positions destroyed; 
1 gun position destroyed; 1 truck destroyed; and 8 KBMA. 

During the reporting period, the squa.<;lron dropped 1364.42 tons of 
ordnance. The squadron dropped an average of 44.13 tons ef ordnance per 
day. Ordnance expended included 20 MK 81 GP bombs, 2,898 MK 82 GP bombs, 
111 MK 117 GP bombs, 189 MK 77 fire bcmlbs, 16 CBU-24tB bombs, 361 2.75" 
rockets, 68 5" Zuni rockets, ani 3,555 rounds of 20m ammunition. 

On 14 July 1968 J Lieutenant Oolonel G. W. VAUGHAN and Major R. G. KltOl'P; 
Captain S. P. HUEY ani Oaptain W. A. McMAHON launched from til! Air-to-Grourd 
hot pad as mission 524. Arriving on the target, a fortified ville, the flight 
was directed by Cowpoke 7. Expending a.ll their ordnance, 20 D2Y's, the flight 
was credited with 4 structures destroyed, 3 bunkers destroyed, and 7 structures 
damaged. 

On 19 July 1968 J First Lieutenant R. F. ABRAJ.ANO and First Lieutenant 
I. A. BASSETT Jr.; Captain D. P. LIGHT and Oaptain W. A. McMAHON launched 
from the Air-to-Grourd hot pad as mission 542. Arriving on the target J a 
fort !fied ville, the flight was controlled by Helix. Expending all their 
ordnance, 12 D2A'~s and 6 D9t 8, the £light was credited with 10 structures 
destroyed, 5 structures d~d, and one road cut. 

Part Three: Significant Events 

1. Personnel. Seven Naval Aviaters and four Naval Flight Officers were 
joined along with one ground officer. The squadron tran~ferred one Naval 
Flight Officer and one ground officer. Also during -:fiM,s"per.icid: >J~ the squadron 
joined six enlisted men and transferred 16. There were twc overseas extensions, 
Lance Oorporals Richard N. HURN and David L. KERR. NinetY""tWCI percent. .f the 
squadron participated in the Savings Bc.mi Program. 

First Lieutenant steven 1l. MAJOR, Warrant Officer 2 Normn 'Miller I 
Corporal Peter L. BRADESON, and Lance Corporal Donald W. PRES'ION were promoted 
to their present. ranks. 
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There were alse two Marines who re~n1isted: Gunnery Sergeant Jan POLLY 
re-enlisted for t\'A'l ye,ars and st;aff Sergeant Ben E. OWBNS re-enlisted for six 
years. 

2. Awards. l\ecoIIllllSndatbns fGrwarded to higher authority included six 
Disti~ished Flying Crosses, six Single Mission Air Medals, 51 Air Medals, 
two Bronze Stars, and four Purple Hearts. One Purple Heart and 30 Air 
Medals were received frGm higher authority. ' In addition, Gunnery Sergeant. 
Hareld F. JASTER, Corporals Carlos W. HARVEY, Hobert A. FINLEY, Theodore 
M. ~.ATOLA, and Lawarence C. REED received the Good Conduct Medal for 
honorable service in the United states Marine Corps for the past three years. 
Corporals John W. COLWEU" Thomas E. OOHMIDT, and Ednn J. V AIDE were 
al-Jar<ied Meriterious M~ts for distinguishes service while in this squadron. 

3. Casualties. On Saturday morning, 13 July 1968, Captain John C. HURST and 
First Lieutenam Leonard A. BIllD were killed in actien while flying miseion 
302 near Khe $anh, Soutb VietnUe 

4.e Morale Program. During the reporting period the Enlisted Club had 
the misfortune of burning beyoni repair. Funds are being a.ppropria.ted to 
build a new and better club fer the men. However I in the interim, a 
tempc!lrary club has been established under an awning next. to the MAG-l) 
Me BS Hall. Due t. the limited i'acilities available there J the services 
at the Group Special Services has been utilized for floor shews' and lIDvieS. 
Movies have been regularly scheduled every SUnday through Thursdq night. 

S. Informational Services. The month of July saw a change in the Officer­
in-Gharge or mFA-llS'. Ini'ormatiGbnal Services. Due to a back injury, Captain 
Bichard T. COX waz medivaced and in his place First Lieutenant ,Thomas J. 
SlNGLETON assumed the myriad details. In his first momh at the job, lstLt 
SINGLETON turned out 116 Hometewn Newfteleases. In add:ition, lstLt SlNGLE'IDN 
was instrumental in having an article concerning an exploit of one of 
VMFA-ll5 t s outstanding pilots, Captain Douglas P.LIGHT, published 'in the 
Sea Tiger and bringing to light his heroic night. 

VMFA-ll5 baz been 'greatly publized at home through lstLt SINGLETON'III 
efforts. Upon receiving his assignment J he set out to have individual 
photographs taken or each individual in the commam. With this photograph 
a summation .r the individual' s wor.k while in the combat erwironment was 
written and forwarded to his hog town newspaper. 

6. Civic Action. The Civic Action of this command was aided. considerabl:,r 
,by training beth First Lieutenant G. T. WRASSi: and his successor, First 
Lieutenant. D. J. MINAHAN. lstLt WRASsE was assigned to the MACV Civic 
Action School at Saigon. lstLt MINAHAN received training at Danang, where 
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he attended the III MAF Civic Action SCh~ol. Both schools reviewed tho 
traditions, customs, and family life of the Vietnamese people. . 

The increased training of the Civic Action Officers has greatly enhanced 
the Civic Action program of this command, both in participation and in the 
knowledge of the need of the people of South Vietnam. 

The entire Civic Action Team of VMFA-1l5 assisted the Med Cap at Long 
Phu II 41n each Slnday I!la)rning of July and on sunday, 28 July 1968, the 
pump at Leng Phu II was remcved for repairs. Also, plans are being furthered 
for the construction of a shower and stall at the dispensary in Long Phu 11. 

The end ef the month saw btLt WltASSti: r,eJ.:inqui15h hie duties to the new 
Civic Action Officer, lstLt MINAHAN. 

7. NBC Wartare. Sergeant Rodrick M. COX attended the first sessi~n of the 
1st MAW NBC sch001 at Iwakuni, Japan frODt 8-13 July. The schoel stressed the 
nuclear phases of defense. All phases o.f field reports and plotting of 
fallout Were therCilugh1y cevered. The duties of the monitor and wrvey 
teams were covered in depth with practice exercises in this phase. Ths 
location, planning, and eperation ef a decontamination station was also 
included subject mtter in this course. 

sgt; COX had the distinction ef graduating in first place in the class of 
33 perSC!>ll$. Sgt. COX has been assigned as the squadron NBC l'iX) and will begin 
a training program. tor the NBC teams ot this unit. 

8. Train~. With the ever increasing need for minute exactness and constant. 
precision, Marines from this squadren have constantly received both on-tho-job 
training and specialized schools throughout Asia. 

Throughout the reporting period, the aircrew uamers of this squadron have 
had an increased emphasis on Air-to-Air intercept training. Also, with the 
need for crew embers to work as Forward Air Cantrolle rs, and the al. ways 
present possibility of aircrew nemers being forced to evade the enemy on 
land, this command has stressed the importance of sending the otficers to 
Jungle, Escape, and survival Tra.ining (JEST) School in the Philippines and 
the 5th Air Force sea SUrvival School at Numazu, Japan. 

Captains D. P. LIGlfl' ani D. J. COONON were sent to the .JEST school ani 
Capt ain A. A. YATSKO to the 5th Air Foree Sea Survival School. However, 

.., due to adverse w~ather conditions at both locations neither school was able 
to be completed. 
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For the enlisted men, an NCO leadership program at Okmawa is 
conducted monthly. 5erge8llt Andrew F. OOLIlGE attended the school which 
reviews the qualities and concept for the ne.king of a proficient Non­
Commissioned Officer in tcxla.yt s United states Marine Corps. 

T. keep the men at a peak level of performance, technical schools are 
pt'0vided both in-country and out of cQ1ntry. Corporal Sherald T.A1tAHASHI and 
Lance Corporal Van K. McCAltTHy attended the MK 36 Destructor sch~l at 
CUbi Point. The school, five days in length, instructs the men in the 
nomenclature of parts of the MK 36 fuze and its funetione. Corporal 
Stephen M. SlMSON and Lance Corporal Donald BENSON attended classified 
schools conducted at Danang for certain Avionics equipnents with which they 
l«>rk. 

The intense program for conducting a FaJDilization Firing Course for 
weapons possessed by members of this co:n:m.and has been vigorously contimed 
through~t the month. Eightr-three enlisted men Fam Fired the M-14 rifle and 
three officers Pam Fired the .38 revolver. There remains only 37 enlisted 
Marines in this command left to 18m Fire their issued weapons. 

9. Air Operations 

Total Flight Hours 
Total Sorties 
Conbat Flight Moure 
Combat Sorties 
Higb Day Houre 
High Day SOrties 
Averai!!' Pilot Hours· 
Average Pilot Combat Sorties 
Average !tIO Hours~ 
Average IIO Combat Sorties 
Non-Squadron Aircrew Hours 
Non-Squadron Aircrew Sorties 

607.7 
530 
570.6 
506 
30.6 
27 
26.3 
22 
38.2 
29 

158.9 
153 

Durimg the month of JulY', LtCol G. W. VAUGHAN ani Maj J. N. BIBIE1t. 
Passed the 300 missiQn mark. Maj It. G. KftQpp, Capt, G. B. DAVIS, and lstLt 
J. C. CHURCH passed the 200 mission mark. Maj W. J. GRIFFIN passed the 
100 mission mark. 
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