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MARINE FIGHTER/ATTACK S".DADRON 115 

Marine Aircraft Group 13 
1st Marine Aircra! t Wing" FMF, pltcific 

FPO San Francisco, 96602 

From, commanding Officer:. 

3,MLl-1:mlm 
5750 
serNo. 03A25170 
8 september 1970 

TO: Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 13 (Attn: S-3) 

sub~: Command Chronology for period 1 - 23 August 1970; submIssion of 

Ref: (a) cruo 5750.1D 

Encl: J(l) Narine Fighter/Attack squadron 115 command Chronolog;y 

1. In accordance with the provisions set forth in reference (a), enclosure 
(1) is hereby submitted. 

2. This letter is down-graded to wlclassified upon removal of enclosure (1). 
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MARINE FIGHTER/ATTACK S~UADRON 115 

Marine Aircraft Group 13 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMF, pacific 

FPC San F.rancisco, 96602 

CON¥uumD CHRONOLOGY 

1 August 1970 - 23 August 1970 

PA"RT I: ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

PART II: NARRATIVE SOO'l.ARY 

PART III: SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

PART IV, SUPPORTING DOClThiENTS 
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PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. Designation Commander 

Marine Fighter/Attack squadron 115 ~eutenant colonel M. MURA 

2. Location 

1 - 23 August 1970, Chu Lai Air Base, Republic of Vietnam 

3. staff officers 

EXecutive officer 
operations Officer 
8-1 officer 
S-2 Officer 
Logistics officer 
Avn safety officer 
Haintenance Officers 

Fligh t surgeon 

4. Average Nonthly Strength 

OFFICERS 

39 

USMC 

ENLISTED 

256 

Major L. F. GAGNGN 
Najar H. T. BER\IALD Jr .. 
captain G. BERTHELSON 
1stLt. J. R. DEhPSEY 
Captain C. R. l1ILLS 
captain S. P. JOHN80N 
Major R. L. HANL~ 
Major C. J. RUTHVEN 
Lt. (USN) G. A. LUIKEN 

1 - 22 August 1970 
23 August 1970 

USN OTHER 

OFFIC~1lli 11iLISTED OFFICERS E~"!LISTED 

1 
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p.AR'r II 

NARRATIVE SmlMARY 

During the relJOrting period of 1-23 ... 'I.ugust 1970, the 'Silver :8arrle6 H 

of VMFA-115 flew 331 combat sorties in support of operations throughout 
I Corps and II Corps areaS~ Barrier Combat Air patrols over the Gulf of 
Tonkin in support of the 7th Fleet, and Bomber Escort Missions, generally 
over Laos in support of the 7th Air Force. 

Significant operations supported by the officers and men of VMFA-115 
included Texas star, Geneva park, Frederick Hill, Iron Mountain, and Green 
River. units receiving scheduled or on call air support included the First 
Marine Division, 1st Recon Battalion, 5th, 7th~ and 17th Infa ntry Army, 
24th Corps U. S. Army, Special Forces, Americal Division, 101st Airborne, 
ROK !>farines, .ARVN Forces, 7th Air ]'Orce, and U.S. 7th Fleet. These in­
cluded close Air support, Barrier Cap, MIG Cap, direQt Air Support and 
Air to Ground Hot Pad launches. 

Bomb Damage Assessment for the reporting period of 1-23 August 1970 
included 5 confirmed enemy killed, 39 structures destroyed, 2 structures 
damaged, 78 bunkers destroyed, 20 secondary explOSions, 25 secondary 
fires, 1620 meters of tree line destroyed, 1 a~tomatic weapons pOSition 
destroyed, and 4 fighting positions destroyed. 

During this reporting period, VMFA-115 dropped 659.4 tons of ordnance 
on the insurgent enemy forces for an average daily tonnage of just over 
28.6 tons. 

on 23 August 1970, vr.FA-115 flew it's last miasion while asSigned to 
l\farine Aircraft Group 13. The crews conSisted of Major H. T. BERWALD Jr. 
(Pilot), lstLt. G. W. ECKFJffiDT (RIO), And 1stLt. W. L. STEVENS (PILOT), 
lstLt. J. L. WITTER (RIO). VNFA-1l5 departed MAG-13 with an envia-ole 
record while in a combat zone. A few of these statistics include 27,892 
combat sorties; 28,118 total sorties; 31,549.6 combat hours, and 33,238.7 
total hours. 
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PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVErriTS 

1. The below is a sequential listing of significant events of VMFA-115, 
occurring during the reporting period of 1-23 August 1970. 

a. Combat Missions assigned; 

(1) 232 combat MiSSions were assigned to the "Silver Eagles". 

b. Combat Missions flown; 

(1) 331 Combat Missions were flown by V1~A-115. 

c. Air operations; 

(1
2

) Total HOurs 
( ) Total sorties 
(43) combat HOurs 
( ) combat sorties 
( 5) High Day HOurs 

l6) High Day sorties 
7) Average pilot sorties 
8) Average Pilot Hours 

1

9) Average RIO Sorties 
l0l Average RIO HOurs 
11 Non-squadron sorties 
12 Non-squadron HOurs 

d. Significant operations supported; 

g~ 
(3) 
( 4) 
( 5) 

Texas star 
Green River 
Frederick Hill 
Iron Mountain 
Geneva Park 

e. Training. 

354.3 
381 
300.0 
331 
24·1 
25 
19 
17.7 
25 
23.6 
47 
41·7 

(1) captain G. BERTID::LSON, 1stLts. J. 'vi. CAPITO, A. BRmVN, and 
VI. L. STEVENS attended JEST at cubi point. 1stLt. B. F. ROBIESON attended 
PJSS at clark AE while 1stLts. P. C. BACON and N. L. STACY attended the 
same course at cubi point. 

f. Administration. 

(1) Awards. 

(a) There were no awards awarded during the month of August. 
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( 2) Promo tiona • 

( a) E-7 to E-8 1 
(b) E-5 to E-6 1 

i~l 
E-4 tp E-5 2 
E-3 to E-4 24 

e) E-2 to E-3 1 

(3) Jlloral e. 

(a) 12 Enlisted personnel enjoyed R&R during this reporting 
period of 1-23 August 1970. 

g. personnel. 

(1) During this reporting period several officers were transferred 
from VNFA-1l5 and several new "Silver Eagles" joined to take their places. 
captain C. MADSEN was transferred to 1st Anglico to serve with the ROK 
l1arines. Recei ving in-country transfers to V11FA-122 were captain J. E. 
NILNZ, lstLts. R. A. GRB.b.C and J. E. NELSON were transferred to NAS 
pensacola, Florida. lsttts. R. C. HARTNACK, }1. B. SANDBERG, and W. S. 
PANCHISON were transferred to HCAS El Toro, l"ICAS KaneOhe Bay, and NCAS 
Beaufort, respectively. VMFA-115 welcomed aboard captain J. D. FLE}ITNG, 
Is tL ts. S. R. MYSLIEIlIEC and G. A. r;ONE;..;HITH. 

h. Air support. 

(1) Reaching the 300 cOI:lbat mission mark during this reporting period 
were Najor H, T. BEKI-IALD JR., captain ~. S. FOL]V~ERG, and IstLt. P. P. HAYES. 
captain G. mJtTf-1EJ~SON reached his 200 mission mark during the montb of August. 

(2) The "Silver Eagles" of VNFA-1l5 flew 15 Barrier combat Air Patrol 
missions ewer the Gulf of Tonkin and 8 Bomber Escort missions were flOWn 
generally over Laos. NO TvlIG contacts were made. 
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