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1, SQUADRON HMM-161
2. LOCATION HUE PHU BAL, VIETNAM
3« REPORTING PERIQD 1-31 AUGUST 1966

4s COMMAND STAFF

CeOs LTCL. We Re QUINN 035575/7535 1-9 AUGUST 1966 .
LTCM. Se F. MARTIN 027068/7335 1031 AUGUST 1966

X.0. MoJ S. F. LAWRENCE 058682/7335

Sl  CAPT. F. C. LEWIS 076554/7335

§2  CiPT. Ge Lo STARR 08%16/7335

] MAT L. W JARMAN 062139/7335

S§~4  CAPT. P. Fo JANSS 075407/7335

MAINT, CAPT. Zo Vo LAMASCUS O76184/T335 1=24 AIGUST 1966
CiPT. P Ne SAMARUS 069223/7535 25-31 AIGUST 1966

SQUADRON STRENGIH

ENLISTED: 156, 3 MC

CECRET
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1 _muemst 1966, Supporting Operation Hastings, squadren aircraft
caxried %02 passengers, 19,720 poumls of ¢argo, and 4 med-evaog in » i
various misgions, including an 11 plane 1ift of 403 treops and 17,500
pounds of supplies from XD 9856 to Dong Ha,

2 sugugt 1966, A total of 165 passengers, 5,825 pounds of cargsy
and 2 md-evacs were carried, A1 flights except a courler run to
Marble Mountain were in support of Operation Hastings.

3 _mgast 1966, This date saw the end of (peratien Hastings and
the beginning of Operation Pralxde; the lstter consisting, for the
most part, of recormalpgsance missions, Operation Prairie contin~
ued throaghout the month, Squadron aircraft carried 127 passengers,
4 med-evacsy, and 12,000 pounds of cargo, gil of which, except fer
2 sdminigtration flights in the Phu Bai arca, were in suppert of
Operation Hastings and Prairie,

On ene recon retraction, involving 2 squadron H-34's escoarted
by 3 UH-1E's, one eft the UH-1E!'s recieved 2 rounds of ,50 csdl.
fire from XD 048663,

A suenst 1966, 263 passengers; 2 med-evaos, anl 2,150 pounds ef
cargo vere carried,

4 flight of 4 gircraft en a recon insertien found the landing
z20ne unsuitable and had te orblt for 15 mimtes 40 find g usughle
one, TUpen landing in this zene, the trocps came under fire and
had to be tzken out, They were returned to Dong Ha with no dgmage ;
te aircraft or injuries to persemdl,

5 August 1966, In support of Operation Prairie, 212 passengers,
44700 paunds of cargo, and 13 med-evacs were carried,

6 sugust 1966, In a variety of missions, squadron aircraft stood
med~evac at Marble Mountgin, III MAF courier, Pim Bal med-evac,
1st Marine resupply, 9th Marine resupply, aml zasorted admiml stra-
tive runs, in zddition to supperting peration Pralrie gt Dong Has

At appromimately 1720, 4 .alreraft were involved In a recon in-
sertion for Operation Prairie. after landing, the fourth alrcraft,
YR 9, experienced probtlems zmd pubsequently crashed into the #rees,
The slroraft burned, but the orew escaped, The pilot received mod-
erate injuries, the crew chief minor :Lnaur:e sy and the ether crew
members were unhurt,

Additiongl alrcraft were lasunched to0 retract the troops and
insert them into a different 1looation,

- Totals for the day included 136 passengers, 18 med-evacs, and

11,250 pounds of cargo,

6¢ One hundred eighty six passengers, 13 med-evacs,
and 5,400 peunds of cargo were carried supporting Operatien Pralrie, -
Eight slroraft supported Operatien Prairie amd 6 other alroraft
perfoarmed a recon retraction, reovon 1nsert, an asrlal Teoon, and
__en admimgtration run to-Dg Rangy—— -~ — - o

ENCLOSURE (1) (1)
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8 _maugt 1966, In support of (peration Prairie squadron alreraft
caxried 185 pagssengers, 2 med-evacs, axd 1,200 pounds of cargoe

At approxdimately 1830, YR 22, involved in an emergency AN
ition resupply, received mmtomatic and gmgll axms fire, One 50
cale round passed through the cabin , wounding two passengers and
killing the gummer, Two other alroraft in the flight received hits
but sustained no cagualtiecs.

In support of the 4th Marines two alrcraft carried 7,000 pounds
of cargo, 120 passengers, snd 2 med~evacge -

st o In suppart of (peration Prairie and an sdminigtrative
flight to Marble Mountain squadron aircraft carried 93 paesengers,
and 4,950 pounds of carge,

10 meust 1966, Med-evde aireraft today carried 3 priority I ARVR
med-evacgy 2 routine ARVN med=-cvaCsy 1 UsS. med~ovac, and 3 VO med-
evap e
In support of the 4th Marires, squadron sirecraft pexrfarmed a
variety of missiens, an emergency recon retraction of 4 mea from
YC 905995 was performed with an escort #f 2 A4 sircraft of MaG-12,
a resupply to hill 225 carried 3,100 pounds of cargo, On a routine
recon insert and retraction 29 pgssengers were carried, Whilethe
- flight was still alrborne sm this wlssion, 6 bogtleads of VC were
tbgerved en the river at YD 730103, ami ineffective smzll grms fire
wag received, DASC was notified and 2 F=8 gircraft from MAG.ll
were diverted to the scene, Three boats were destroyed and the
others damaged,
On sn admivdstrative run to Marble Mountsin and in eupport of
- .Cperation Prairie squadron alroraft carried 57 passengers and 1,50C ¢
pounds of cargC,

11 _suzugt 1966. In suppart of the 4th Marines squadron aireraft
flew a convoy escort from Da Nang to Plm Bgl and return, toek a
medical team to the Jurk Fleet base, and a resupply wgs mades Thirty
four passengers were carried,

At spproximgtaly 0330 two glyroreft were required in the vicimity
of YD 3959677 for a med-evac of 8 WIA and 2 KIA, They were UeS.
Coast Guard personnel who were in a cutter mistaken by the U,S. AP
to be a VC PT boat,

Other med-evace flown in the area included 3 ARVN med-ovaos and
l US.A med‘em.

12 _mpgust 1966, Med-evac alrcraft were lsunched 4 timeg for ARVN
med-evges t0 D=5, Quang Tri, YD 684304, and YD- 900187 for 16 ARVN -
“med-evass and 1 US med-evag,

Squadron glreraft in suppert of OQparation Prairie s the 4th
Marires caxried 16 passengers anl 100 pounds of cargo,

A reaction foroe of 49 troops was inserted in the vieim ty of
XD 930570 at the site of o downed UH-IE.

CRRIES . .
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t « In support of (peration Prairie elx elroraft cerried
107 passengers, 4 VC, axd 400 pairds of cargo. -
’ In a resupply of Hill 225 2 aircrai‘t carried Fl passengers and
7,93) paundg of cargo,
Two aircraft launched on T CQrps mad—eva.c S times carrying 5

', imed=ovecs and 8 passengers.

-~ ™wo alreraft flew to Marble Mounted.n for mich needed olroraft
parts carrying 9 passengers ard 1,700 pourdsg Of cargo.

‘dd_mgust 1966, In support of Operation Prairie, 8 airoraft carried
102 passengers and 5,800 pounds of cargOs
In gnothor Hill 225 resupply 2 sircraft oarried 103% pessergers
and 9,600 pounds of cargo.
One aircraft flew to Marble Mmmtgn with 6 passengers and 1,000
paunig of cargo,

15 _sugust 1966, Four airoraft in snppca:t of Operation Prairie carr-
ied 6 passengers and 1,000 poundg of cargd,
" Four aircraft in support of the 4th Marines oarried 28 passengers

and 90 pounisg of ca.rgo. v

I Corps support congisted of 2 alroraft carrylng T ARVN medecvacs
aend 2 VC,

Three alrcraft of the Ath Maorines suppert aseisted an ARMY UH-1E
in lifting 198 troops in search of 2 USA advisors captured from the
ARVN's gbout 5 mlleg northeast of Phu Bal,

16 _sugugt 1966, In support of the 4th Marines 3 airoraft carried
5% passengers ard 1 med-evac,
: Operation Prazirie had 2 alroraft that carried 27 passengere.
One airoraft flaw a courier to Marble Mountain and carried 11
passengers amd 1,450 pounds of ocargo,
Two aircraft flew I Corps suapport anl had 2 med-cvaocss.

11 _gomust 1966, One aircraft was launched to Khe San with g UH-1R
esoort to pick wp z med-evac st XD 691366, The Laotian mod-evac
would not get into the plans, s0 the flight returnsd, The UH-1E
recelved 1 hit from small arms fire,

Two aireraft on I Corps support had one med-evao,

Fourth Marine suppart alroraft carried €5 passengers amd 3,450
pounde of cargo with 2 alrcraft, -

Two alroraft on Operation Prairie support flew 4 passengers
am 1 med-evap.

8% 1966, One siroraf$ ocarried 10 pessongers and 2,aoo pounds

of o0aygo on g couriexr to Marble Meuntein,

On Qperation Prairie 5 siroraft carried 61 passengers M 2,650
pounis of oargc.

Ons giveraft had 1 mod-evao, _ '

Fair alroraft flew I corps support. They carried 29 med-evaos
zrd 14 passengors, At spproximately 0100 the med-evas plans was
launched to Bue to evacuate oiviliang who had heen injured by a

VWA deed bk ek bhnsncn dmda - csersesmand - AV arvned Fale
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Hue hospitzal soeg became overcrowded so "A" Med agreed to help Oute
Soon after the first plane load of med-evacs were tszken to "a" Med
decision was mede to return sl1 vietims to Hue hospital,

19 mgust 1966, Seven alrcraft stood support for Operation Prairig
They carried 110 passengers and 5,600 pounis of cargOs

Fourth Marine support was hendled by 2 aircraft, They carried
19 passengers and3,T00 pounds of cargOs

A two plane courier was sent 0 Marble Mountsin carrying 19
passengers znd 1,300 paunds of cargOs

I Corps support was flown by one aircraft, There were 10 med-
evacs gnd 20 pdoands of blood tgken from P Bai to Hue hospitale

- st 1966, Six aircraft supporting Operation Prairie carried
22,370 pourde of cargo =md 6 passengerse

™o alreraft standing med-evac @arried 2 passengers and 1 med-
evac.

Four HMM-161 aircroft together with three aircraft from HMM-163
and ene Army UHelD lifted 192 troops to0 YD 8524 and YD 8724 in search
of two cgptured UeSe. Advisorss

2 _guat 1966, Two aircraft stood med-evac and carried 6 medeevacse
They received fire from cocrdinates YD 999121 amd YD 9Y0160 but )
suatned no hitg,

Six alrcraft supported Operation Prairie and carried 153 pass-
engers and 17,360 pounds of cargCe

Dwo aircraft supported the 4th Marines anl carried 60 passene
gers and 3,350 poanmds of cargO,

Mwo aireraft supported I Copps and carried 10 med=-evaesy 1 VG,
and 1,100 pounds of cargoe

A courier flight of 2 aircraft went to Marble Mountsin carry-
ing 9 passengers and 2,150 pcunds of cargo,.

22 meugt 1966, Mo alrcraft carried 26 medeevacs,

Five airoraft in support of the 4th Marire camried 90 passen~
gers and 9,050 poands of cargo,

In suppert of Operation Prgirie 8 alreraft carried T9 passengers
and 24450 pounds of cargCe

23 mmugt 1966, Two med-evac aircraft carried 8 ARVN med-evacs
and T UeSe med-~evacss

Foarth marine suppart required 2 aircraft that carried 87 pass=
engers and 49,298 pounls of cargOs

24 @&gﬁ 19664. In support. of the 4th Marines 6 sircraft carried

33 passengers and 3 med-evacse

Ore aircraft on a courier flight to Marble Mountain carried 10
T assengers and 300 paunds of carge,

One eircraft in support of I Corps carried 11 med-evacss

One aircraft tock Be Gen, English to Hue Citadel,

Elght aireraft supported Qperation Prairie and carried 133 pass-
engerss T med-evacse ard B8.425 vaunds of careOa
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25 mgust 1966, Pour aircraft supparted Operation Prairie smd carried
67 passengers sl 32,800 pounds of cargCe ,
Three aircraft in support of the 4th Marines carried 117 passen~
gers axd 4 med~evacs, .
wo aireraft flew I Corps support and ocarried 7 med-evacs.

26_seust 1966. Eight aircraft in suppart of Qperstion Prairie
carried 291 passengers 15 med-evacs, and 1,000 paunis of cargo.

One aireraft flew I Corps suppart and carried 10 med~evacss

Two aireraft flew local med=evac and carried § passengers and
29 med-evacse : ’

Two alreraft flew a courier hop to Marble Mountain with 12 pass-
enger's and 2,200 pounds of cargOe

2L _meust 1966, Seven airoraft in support of (peration Prairie carried
59 paasengers and 16,50 painds of cargo, -
(ne a:h:cratt flying support for I Corps carried 9 med-evaca,

28 _mzugt 1966, Six gireraft in suppart of Operation Prairde cgrried

5

104 p assengars, 4 md-evacs, ard 17,260 pounds of oargo,
Four eircreft flew 4th Marine support and carried 2 med-evaos
and 18 passengers.
Ore giroraft on I Corps support carried 11 med-evacs.
Two airoraft flew a courier to Marble Mountain end carrded 10
passengers and 2,050 pounds of cargo.. '
29 fugust 1966, In support of the Ath Marines 2 siroraft carried
15 passengers and 4 med-evats, One med-evac was partioularly ,
noteworthy, as 1t ncoessitated 5 9 foot hover ot 1,000 feet of
altitude and g basket pick up of a U.S. wounded, This was completed
without incident, ‘ ‘
Six aircraft in support of Operation Prairie carried 141 passengers,
4 med-evacs and 18,925 pounds of cargo,
Two airoraft flew I Comys support and carried 2 med-evacs,
17 passengers, and 18,150 pounds of cargos
Four alroraft ocarried 28 passengers amd 3,85 pounds of cargo
in the DaNang areas f

0. usugh 1966, Ten airoraft were committed to Operation Prairies
One alroraft was support for cperation Pawnee and carried 6 med-evaps,

966 Eleven alroraft stood Geration Prairie support
flying resupply, recon, am med~evac missions.
ST e - Ce - ° -
- One alroraft flew to Marble Mountelzy, N
One alroraft stood local amd Operation Pawnee md-eveo, YR 24
during a med-evac st YD 4255585 received gntomatio wespous. fire
resul fing in mmercus hits, One round went through the codtpit
windshield, spraying the pilot with glass, The Pilot received
minor cuts on the face and nedc, )
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b Persomnel, LiCcle Se F» Martin replaced Lt,Col, We Re Quinn
as Commanding Officer on 10 mgust 1966, During the momth of mgust,
15 officers were joined and eight offiders were dropped for a %totsl
of 54 officers on hande During the same period, six emlisted were
Joined and 13 were dropped for & total of 156 on hand,

Three officers ware gvarded g regular commission in the United
States Marine Corps during mguste

One mgn was promoted to E-T7, six to E=4 amd four to B~3 all eff-
eotlve 1 mgust 1966,

Be Civi) Affairs, Due to increased enemy activity within the
TAOR during mgust, the sguadronts civil affairs program was held
to a mnimm, 3 large amount of clothing has been gathered by the
squadron and it is anticipated that it will be distributed through-
out the civilian area during September,

Ce Special Services, Late in mgust two professiongl shows
entertained HMM-161, Both shows were thoughly enjoyed by squadron
persomei,

D ISO. Home town news releases and short news articles have
contimed to be forwarded to appropriate home town news media and
far ogst military news papers, These articles reflected personsl
a/ards and promotions during the month of gugust. Wing ISO personnal
were attached to the squadron dwring this time, working in conjunction
with the squadron IS0 offiocex,

Be wards & Decorations, Capte P. F. Janas received the disting~
uihed flying oross far his outstanding performance of duty while
flying on a rescue mission south of Dz Nang,

Capte Ze V. Lamgscus received the Bronge ster for his outstand-
ing performance of duty after his siroraft wes downed by enemy fire
gouth of Da Nanga

Sgte I D. Gordon received the Bronze stexr for his cautstanding
performance of duty when resoueing two downed sir foroe personnel,

%fn Je Ga Howard, &;t. R. W, Slzemors ami L/Cpl- J+ Re Barry
received the Navy Commendation medgl,

Twelve first award slr Medals were also grarded during the month
of mgust,

Fo Caualiies, On 6 mgust, 1/Lt, De P. Cardinal received
severe burns due to his aireraft orashing sfter an englne failure,
The aocident occured approximately 50 miles W of Plm Bai, 1/Lt.

Cardinal was evacuated to CONUS,

On 8 mgust, the squadron sustained 1 KIA, CPL. R. L. Belkngp
was kllled when the airoraft in which he was flying as aerigsl gunner
was rlddled by enemy fire while on an emegrgency resupply mlseion,
The action took place approximately % miles MW of Phu Bale
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On 31 mgust the squadron eustained 1 WIA when Capts Wi Hi Rever
was wounded while on g medical evacuation mission gproximbately

45 miles W of Pl Bal, Capt Rever returned to duty with the squaed-
ran 1 Septeumber 19864

ENCLOSURE (1) () Qﬁ@@ ET
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le Flight (perdtional Statistles

Hourg Flewn 1264,1
Sorties 3629
Madeavacs 353
Cargo (tong) 221
RVN sapport (hrs.) 1149

© 2« Speclal ®erastions, The squadron participasted in the Operations
below, with the results shown, More detailed information is conteined on
the narrative section of thig clronology.

PERATION N PASSENGERS CARGO  MED-EVACS
INGLUSIVE DATE ST e

PRAIRIE 3,248 162, 5 211
(1-31)

OTT 4.4 238 1.5 0
(e0-8)

P 4V NEE | 18 ) 3

(26-31)

Dt —— o b e Y TN U R
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1 .mgost 1966, HMM-J51 bei phralogl ond reporting custody o {wenty
four (24) alrcrafi, IR <18 (148277} heecver, was in an BC (non-fly-
dle) stetus, The Fulloring a'zieaft transacvlons cocurred durlng dhe
nonths
¢ magust 1966, 150252 was stiuici from the Navy Inventery
10 mgust 1966, L40TT was sent 5o FAPRA aboard a C-124
10 mgust 1966, 150723 was recaiyai from F&MS16 by EMM-161

Tas month closed with HML1GY having physical and reporting cues
tody of twenty-three (23) Axarafts.

MAINTENARCE  BEP ARTMENT

AVAL ABTLITY. Duxing the momth of mgust the sqiedxon flaw 12641
hours while maintalning an arerags evellsbllity of 43.8% The fall-
owing 1g a bredkdown of the causes of nonavailabilityr

Mrozaft ot of commleslen parts (AOCP's) ~  16.0%

Engine Changes 1L.5%
Majar Compoment Changeg S T%
Calendar Inspections . 4e6%
Component Adjustment 3eT%
Matgl Work _ : 2.9%

" Troubleshooting 242% .-~
Minor Component Chengos 2,0%
ivionics 1.8%
Mi.osell apsous 2.6%

In terms of alroraft this megns four (4) alroraft were down for .
40CP, 3 ware down far ewgime changes, Zhwere down far magjor component
ohanges, 1 was down for calemiar inspection, 1 was down for component
sdjustment ani 13 were davn for mlascel)lanetus regsons,

PARTS, The following is s brescdown of the components uged during the
months B .

Bigires 14 Maln Rator Blades 2T
. Magmetag 13 T~i1 Roter Blades 61
Carbuerators 13 Trumni on Spacers 16
€lutcheg ‘ Countexvelght Bearings 28
Fon Assy ,
Contravane Assy
& Collers
Stexrters

' Hydramlios Pumpg

Fuel Punps
Tach Goneratars

Mdn Gogr Bax
Tall Rotor Assy
Intermedlate Gear Bex

\Y

i
PN
+
1

o .
HUWWINeMN OO

The muzber of main rotor bledes used in_mgust wes mare than those ueed
i¥ tha farm (A) nrocadne monthe. The mumber of tall rotor blades ueed
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" A Because aof the irregul arity of courier flights to Marble
Mountaln priority 02 items (AOCP and ANFE) sre being phoned into
Groar whenever =z courder fllght 1s unavailable,

Be A cemplete Marine Corps Praperty inventory was held during
this past month

Ce An additional BPN 01 allotment of § 7000 was granted to the
squadron during the month,

D, The following POL sxpenditures were reporteds
AVGAS. 103,378 Gal 06,57T.48
AVALE. 1,760 Ggl $880,00
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5-2 Sunmery for the Menth of mgust 1966

During the month of mgust, narmal intelligence funotions were
conducted by the S~2, The enemy crder of battle and gll fire incid-
ents were dlspayed on the situation mgp in the realy room, A ourrent
enemy order-of-battle file was also maintained, In gddition, g1
friendly umits were also maintasined on the gltuation mep,

The dslly situation brief conduted by the 4th Marimes were gtte
ended by squadron Se2 personncl, This is the only mesns of learning
abaut the current situation in the TAOR, The CGommanding Officer was
kept informed of the situatien in the Hue/Phu Bzl TaOR,

The fire incldents far the month totaled 20, involving 24 alraraft,
4 of which were hits Ome alrcraft sustained 7 hits anl ome KXI4 ami
one minor WIA,

The logs of 5GTe Furtrey aml (Ple Ia Combe during the month of
Mgust has left a large vacanoy in the intell Reomve persommel situation,
The squadron 9=l officer and the Growy S~2 officer are aware of thls
problems, Thisg squadron will be provided with the mecessary intelligonce
persomal @s soon s the men become availsble,

The weather for mgust showed 2 mrked incregse in both rainfall
and Al ud cover, Howwver, this did not have any signtglcant offect
on flight gperations coniotad thde mopth,

@,
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