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MARINE MEDIUM HELICPTER SQUADRON 161 66 " 61 7
Marine iircraf% Group 16
lst Marine slrcraft Wing, FMF, Pacific
o/o FPO San Francisco 96602 .
;LW spfr
5216 ;
003 430866

Commanding Officen
Comgndant of the lmm Corpg, (Code AO}D)
Commsnding Genergl, Fleet Marine Forcaes, Pacific

Commanding Officer; Marire A reraft Group 16

Combat Chronclogy for month of October 1966

Ref': Eag MCO 5720,.2
b

Wg0 5750e13

Encl: /(1 ) Gombzt Chronclogy

1l In

accordance with referemces (a) ant (b); the combat chronology

report for the peroid 1 through 31 October 1966 is submitteds

2w Th‘ts cover letter 1s downgraded to unclassifled upon the removal of

enclosure (1).
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SQU ADRON HMM-1.61

LOCATION B SHU BRI, KN -2,
REPCRTING DERLOD 1~31 OCTOBER 1966
COMAND ST FF '

Ce0s LTCQe Co E. WYDNER.Jr. 042027/7335
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S-1  CiPT. Fu Ci LEWIS 076554/7335

S-2  CuiPT, G« L+ STiRR 085316/7335

Sw3  M&Te Le Wo JRMaN 06239/7335

Sed.  CfPTe Pe Fo JANSS O75407/7335
MAINT MaTe Ps Ne SIMARUS 069223/7335

SQU;DRON STRENGTH
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1 October 1966, Four alroraft supportlng heratlon Prgirie in varkbus .
m sslons carried i mad. avaesy 15 PASEENZErs; and 11,950 pounds of cargoe
At apprOJd_mately 1500, YR 23 was on a med evae for Mutter "M" at coordinat-
es XD 974612 snd recieved 57mm recoilleas rifle fire. No hits were sus-
tained,

2 October 1966, In support of Operation Yrairie, 4 sircraft carried 87 pass~
engers, 13,150 pounds of 0argo; and 9 med evacs. Ore zireraft in the Phu
Bai areg had 1 med @évags Two aircraft sipported I Corps and had 2 passen-
gers and 2.med evacse

Two aircraft in support of the 4th Marines ¢arried 8 passengerss

3 October 1966. In swport of Operation.Prairie 4 sircraft stood by at Dong
Ha and 3 alroraft at Khe: Sanhe They carried 31 passengers, 12,300 pounds
of cargo, 24 med evaCy, and 1 dog,

In support of I Corps, ong, aircra.ft carried 4 méd evacse

4 October 1966, Thres aircraft in the Phit Bai arca Fetracted a company of
107 men from coordinates TD 615195, They had been placed there to ald a
recon team that had been surromnded..

Foup a:.rcra,f‘t supported Opere_tlon Prairie and ¢arried 13 passengers;
84550 pounds of ©arg0, and 12 med @V sC 8.

In support of the: 4th a.nnes, oné aircraft carried 2 med evacsy 3 pass-
engers, and 800  poundg of cargos

Ore aircraft supporting I Corps carried 18 med evicse

5 October 1966, Two aircraft supported I Corpss 4£:2.025, YR 14 was martared
in the zone at coordinates’ - 1467 and sustahned no hits after delivering,
1,000 pounds of eargoand tdcing 7 med EVACSEs Later at 2020, YR 22 made
2 med - evate at: cobrdinates B 173732 andl Arew small ‘arnis-firey but recived
nO hits.

Six aireraft supported Oporation Prairie with 4 at'Deng Ha and 2 at
Khe Sanh. They carried 51 med. eva sy 58 passengers and 59950 ,pou.,nd:s-
of "¢cargo.

Two alrcraft £or Phu Bei méd ievac and 44h Mr‘{ri'ne gupport -carried 27
passengers, 4 hed ‘évacsy. and ‘84,708 povinds of CErgO.:

6_October .1 66+ Six alrcraft. ‘supportel Oper ation Prairie and ¢arried 41
med.-evac sy 48 passengersy -and 14,100 pounds of cargo. )
‘Oné: airciaft on Phu Ba:l. med evagcarried 3 med evacsy AT passengers,

and 600 poinds. of ¢arzde.
Threg alfcraft in support of T Crxps Cartled 7 ‘passengers, 12 med evacsy

and 300 ‘pounds’ of Cargls

7_October 1966, TFive air¢raft searche 'the areq from 10 miles north -of Hue
to Hal Van Pass 'from ‘the mountzins 46710, Les. at sea for EP 154 logt sone
tire after 2050. on 6 Octobery presumably a’b “58.de
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'ghe ;earch was conducted from 1000 until after dark, NO fraces were
ound,
Operation Prairie support consieted of § slreraft that ¢arried 7,850
pounds Of cargoy, 12% passengérsy and 9 méd evacss -
Ons alrcraft supparted I Corps afil carried 3 med evags and 3 passengerse
Two aireraft camed 800 pounds of cargo, 5 med evacs, and 8 passengers,
in support of the 4th Marines,

8 October 1966. Bight mroraft in support of Operation Prairie carrded 53
med evaCs, 74 passengersy and 12,650 pounds of ©argoe

9 October 1966, Feour sircraft in support of Operation Prgirie carried 19
ned evacs, 5 passengers, and. 680 pounds of ¢argo.

10 October 1966, Six #ircraft supported Operation Pygirie, They carried
1,600 pounds of ¢arg0; passengers, snd 22 med evacs, ‘Two of the aireraft
inserted a5 man recon feam at XD 9446 and the lead sireraft deew small
arms fire, No hits were sustaineds The tégn had to be retracted imm-
ediately under cover of o s, Army TH~1E gunshipss

‘One alrcraft in suppcrt of T Ccrps carried 15 med evaCs.

11 October 1966, Bight sireraft supported Operation Pisirie at Dong Ha and
Khe Sanh, They carried 160 passengersy 23 fed evass, »nd 17,150 pounds of
Cargos

12 October 1966, In su;port of Operation Pruirie this day were 8 alr-
omaft, They Caried 113 passengers, 59 med €vacs; and 7,35 pounds of
cargo, Two alrcraft, YR 1 and YR 4, were on med evaCs at YD 114722 and
YD 116724 and drew smell -aris fireé -¢sch times YR 1 sustained 2 hits at
approximately 160

In suport of I Cerpsy one alrcraf caprid 4 passengers and 4 med evecs.

13 October 1966e Bight sireraft supported Operaciion Prairie with two of
them at Khe Sanhe They carried 80 pa igsengers, 9, 600 pounds of cargo,
and 29 med evacse

f6e At Dené bo..gnd Khe Sanhy 8 alreraft gupported Oparation
Prau'ie. Thr-‘y a:cn Gy 141 passengeﬂ 'Sy 3 Hed evacs, and 14,575 pounds of
£arg at coordingtes YD 113673, R 16 reciev-
The time was spproximately 1245

ad 2 hits in the ma:Lnt rotor blades.

They

carrlefl 107 pa.ssengf'
In suppor¥ of" the 5rd MnBDIV,. 2

16 Ogtober lﬂ . h 29
m:.ssnons carrying 104 pas.

engers. On re’c, ning from one med ‘eV‘ap, ¥ 20 had an englne i‘ailure and
landed sefely at YD 085155,
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were 8 e;chraft.
and 20 med evaﬂs.

One aizeraft in ?S‘ﬁ_;@p@rf of I Corps carbied 10 med evass and 1 passenger.
18 October 1966, Six

Passengers, 2,25 pous
In support of 3rd ¥

3y 2,850 pounds of C aTEO,

" Three alreraft ih support of 3ral4R0LV Garricd 17 pasgengers and 100
pounds oi‘ os;rgo.

_‘_z_z_Octo‘b' » ]36\,.7 on Prairie 6 zircraft carrled 34

g d; ev.Hc Se

In eupport: of

2h' O’., 23 Octobér;
reraft in stipport of Operation Pralre carrded 73 ‘pagsengers,
. of Op;['g" and 22 med eVacs.
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26 October 1966, Eight aiI‘Craft at Dong Ha and Khe Sanh in support
of Operation Preirie carriéd 83 passengers, 5,800 pounds of cargo, and
12 med evaos,

27 October 1966, Eight sircraft in suoport of Operation Prairie at Dong
Hg and Khe Sanh carried 103 passerngersy, 3,200 pounds of carge, and 9 med
eValge

In support of the 3rdMARDIV, 2 sircpaft carried 25 passengers, 1,400
pounds of Cargdy and ‘9 med evadd,

28 Ogtober 19664 Eight alrcraft supported Operation Prairie and carried
22 passSengers,

In support Of the FraMARDIV, 2 sdrcraft tiade an emergercy retraction
of a 10 mgn recon tean at YD 720115 and recieved small arms fire, No
hits were recieved,

Further in support. of ‘the BrdMARDIV. 4 gireraft carried 41 pagsengers,
55 200 pounds of cargo, and 11 med evacss

29 Pptober 1986, Two airoraft made an admin run to the USS. Valley Forge
with 7 passengers,

One elreraft in support of the FrdMARULV carried 4 passengers on a
recon overflight ant obgerved firs a t 1D 575245, No hits were sustalned.

20 October 1966, Twelve sireraft weré used to move 74 squadron personnel
and 65,400 pounds of eargo to the USS Iwo Jima, Four edditionsl aireraft
were ferried ouvs,

%] October 1965, Tha: squalron officially left Phu Tai today when the
Commanding Officer lefte )

T™wo aircraft flew an admin run o the lstMiW pad armd Marble Mountain
with 3 passengers and 100 pourds of cargs.

Two sircraft flew an admin run to the USS Valley Terge and Phu Bal
with one passenger,

ENGLOSURE (1) (4)
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te: ‘ag followg one

£ B, o 4o B and
ss sotivities during the

ticliés have continued
' and ‘far east military

B Gausaltiess Durlng Ao month of i ther: wore "ho ca\lSal‘bles.
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l. During the month of Oetober, nerual intelligence operations were con-
ducted. Briefings were glven to the - 8. ag needed during morning mus-
‘ters and intelligence information was: Prov: ‘ded o officers during all
officers meetingg.

2. Enemy actznty lncreased dt: the Phu B4 bage of Operntlons along the
HMI=16) . perim tors There were a total of seven probing incidents during
the month result'ing in the only physical d “age :as. 1 found of unknown
caliber lodging in the ‘hangers. N& ‘¢asiglties as a result ,

Ottober &t Pau Bal vice HMM-163
gence= se) on. 30 Octover 1966,

3« TIntelligence Operations were resumsd
who eventually assumed operations (ints

4e. There were u $0tsl of five fire ineidents . invelving seven alreraft
resulting in no hitss This 18 a marked deeréase over the previous months
since MMM-161 first arrived in Vietnan this year. This is the lowest fire
incident raté since Juby of 1965.

5 Ciwvil Affairs were furned ‘ovey to the Chaplain with 1ittle work in
that field be:Ln,3 done.

6o Increased geourity of indig'enous persomnel arnd inc: zased stiuggling on

their part resulti ng in the regtriction of all outgoirg materials from
the bases Five pursonnel were fired including the security matron.

ENCLOSURE (1) (6).
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l. Flight Operaticihial Statistics

Hours Fleown l081.5
Sorties 3,249
P ax 3y 264
Med«Evacs T40
Cargo (Tons) 20543
ARVN Suppert (Hrs) 8%:4

eci s g The squadron participated in the Operations bolow,
with the results ghown, More Aetailed information is contained in the
narrative section of this chronology.

CRERATION NAME PLESENGERS GRG0 MED=EV 4C
INCLUSIVE DATES T TONS

+ ia———

[ 4

PRAIRIE _
(1-31) 2,478 12,9 %80

ENCLOSURE (1) | (1)
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LOGI STIGS

éatablished dv
Martle Mountdn a‘nd prooeedes '
Martle Mountain via Shu Bele
gupply protlem caused by
ron. and MiG<16 at Martle Mo

: between Mqrble Mountain Mr quility and Phu Bal was

- he monthe Tho flight eriginates at

i'fw . Ha vla Phu Bal, It then returns to
\ .'OG has greatly helped allevi ate the

Ae  ££2100 on the 30th, the ggl
ahd that the USS: Iwo Jina would be
afternoon. The flrst alpetal t depart

i ¢

squadron was qom’ ool 7 Sark .7 Hours o4 £16 2t ons
The actual em'ba:ra_:a cL BOCOK (4 NOWES: UBING L. ) : I3 & & UH"46'80
Qn'.l

6. The foliowing i the peo o congumption £or the month:

AVGAS  T4yT95 Gl $11,9%7. 0
AVOIL 1,925Gal $962..50

| DRCLASSIFED
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MATNTEN ANCE DEP gTMENT-

1. During the month of Oc tober HMM=b61 flew 108l.5 hours while maint-
aining an avallability of 5l.4% The folloving were causes of nonavall=-
abilltys

ACCP ‘ 1705%.
MATOR COMPONENT CHAIGE 9.3%
C LENDAR INSPECTION 34 2%
MINCR. PART REPL iCEMENT 2.5%
TEST & QUALITY CONTRCL 2,8%
LVIONICS 4.6%
BEATS & FREQS 3, 5%
MET 4, WORK _ 15%
MISCELL sNEOUS 1.0%

2 During the month of October the following major csmpenents were
. elther changed or falleds

TAIL GE:R BOX 2
MID GEAR BOX 1
MAIN ROTOR HELAD 9
TAIL ROTOR HEAD %0
PAIL ROTOR BL ADES &
CLUTCH 14
GENERATOR 5
HYDRAULIC PUMP 2
C ARBURETQR 5
MaGNETO 8
STARTER 3
FURL, PUMPS 2
ENGINES 4
8
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