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SECRET - Unclassified upon removal of basic correspondence 

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CO, HMM-161, ltr 3:LWJ:efd over 
5216 Ser 003A33966 undated 

From: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Co~e A03D) 

Subj: Command Chronology for 1 November - 6 November 1966 

1. Forwarded. 
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~ MARI~ IVIEPIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 161 
/' lvlARINE iu RGRAFT GROUP 15 

9TH. MARINE AivlPHIBIOU S BRIGADE 
FPO SA11J FHANCISCO 96602 

3:LWJ:efd 
5216 
003A33966 

Frem: 
. To: 
. V:ia: 

Commanding Officer 
Comandant· of the Marine Corps (Code A03D) 
Commanding General, Fleet lVlarine Force, Pa.ifi" 

Info: Command41g Offic€t, Marine Aircraft Group l~ 

Subj: Combat Chronology for 1 November - 6 November 1966 

Ref: (a) Mea 5720.2 
(b) .WgO 57 SOlllB 

Encl: v1l) Combat Chronology 

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), the combat 
chronology report for the period 1 through 6 November 1966 
is submitted. 

2. This cover is downgraded to unclassified upon the removal 
of enclosUre (1). 

R. L~ HAWLEY •.. 
Act1rlg 
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1. SQUADRON 
2. LOCATION 
3. REPORTING PERIOD 

4. COillllVlAND STAFF 

-:ilVir,::--161 
U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (LPH-8) 
1-6 NOVEMBER 1966 

CO LTCOL C. E. WYD~R JR. 042127/7335 
XO 

S-1 CAPT F. C~ LhWIS 076554/7335 
8-2 lstLt J. H. srRE1~ 092212/1)35 
S-3 IVIA J L. 'IN. JARlVlAN 06213 9/'1 ~- j 5 
S-4 ChPT P. F. JANSS 075407/7335 

lJiAINT MAJ P. N. SAlvJARAS 069223/7335 

/ SQUADRON STRENGTH 

/// OFFICERS: 32 NA, 3 AG, 1 MC 
ENLISTED: 127 
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TfiBLE; ,:.£i' '~,Ji'j'rENTS 

PART I ORGANIZaTIONAL DATA 

PART II NARRATIVE 

PART III DEPART~~NTAL REPORTS 

PART IV DOCUMENTATION 
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SECRET • • 
/ 1 November 1966(, The ~·!:.~~·5,:r.\)~'. was taken off the USS Iwo 

Jima after only or.e d.~y ()~ c'/.).dTd Glnd from want of a place' 
to go unloaded to the Da. Nang riB taxiway, where the squadron 
gear was left over night. Sixteen aircraft carried 65,000 . 
pounds of cargo and 75 passengers. 

2 November 1266. Today the squadron moved from the Da Nang 
AB taxiway to the 1.JSS Valley Forge. Sixteen aircraft carried 

/./.,. 65,000 pounds of cargo and 75 passengers. 

J November 1966. Six aircraft flew courier hops to Phu Bai, 
l'~arble lliJ.Quntain, and Da i~eng. They carried 15 passengers. 

4 November 1966. Five aircraft flew courier runs to Phu Bai 
and Narble lViountain. 'rhey carr ied 9 passengers. 

5 November 1966., §ec~l!d Bf·ttalion, Fourth f.1erines.were 
loaded on board the USS Velley Forge today. filelve aircraft 
carried 750 passemgers and 20,000 pounds of cargo. 
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A. Personnel. Dur'll1g the period lNOv66 to ~OV66, no 
officers were jc ined or dropped fer a total of 35 Officers 
Dur:ing the same period no enlisted were joined or dropped. 
fer a total of 127.9n hand. 

B. Spec ial Servic cS, There were no special services 
activities between .L.NOV66 and 6NOV66. 

c. ISO. Homw town releases and short news articles have 
continued to be forwarded to appropriate home town news media 
and far East military news papers. 

D. Awqrds and Decorations. There were no awards or decerations 
during the period lNOV to 6NOV66. 

,,/ Ea Casualties. During the period lNOV66 to 6Nov66 there were 
no casualties. 

inclosure (1) 2 
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1... During t.he }?e:c i.e:.! .ll.~'J~0 "0 6NOV66, int.elligence functions 
Which WEre conducted. 'r)y the S-2 Section were minimal due to 
intensive shl~board operDtions. 

2. Briefings were conducted for officers and enlisted per­
sonnel stressing the importance of security of classified 
information and squadron operations during the preceedin~ 
seven months. Briefings were ~lso given on co.nter intall • 

. igence mi:;asures with reference to un over zealous interes't 
:in RVN operatiens and procedures were set forth for iIfforming 
~-2 of time and places of such occurences. 
I . 
'3. Normal intelligence training, including OJT were conducted 
by the S-2 section • 
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1. Flight Opern°;';,:::c"oo::A::. 

Hours Flown 
Sorties 
Pax 
Cargo (tons) 

Enclosure (1) 
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125.7 
548 
925 

75.0 
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1. At 0730 on lNOVJ.966. ;( a:iTcraft launched from the 
USS Iwo Jima to 1:':'1. :'Jt,r.g~ to make Girr&:ngememts for the 
squadron offload l2.t0!' on during t}:le dDY. The offloGd 
was start80. by rl;(L3.d.2.:y e.nd com}4eted by 1730. Personnel 
were billeted by Head.quartersand Service Group 1 and all 
gear was stol..~ed in the hangers by Marine Air Freight,. 

2. At 1400 on the 2nd of November the Squadron commenced 
an onloa~ to the USS Valley Forge. The onload was complete 
by 1630. Using 12 up aircraft, the Squadron has comp1ete~ 
2 on1oads and 1 off1oa~ during the last fo~ days. . 

3. The POL expenditures for the 1st to the 6th are un­
available at this time • 

, 
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MAINTENANGE 

1. During the PE'.r~,(I:) ':_'~;:>\"'Gm:,e"(' to 6 November 1966, Marine 
lvledium He1ic0p;.~.?,l·' :'~,~-~. -~i" •• : :Jh::. had physical custody of 16 
aircraft and.~-' ~;:)C\' i' !:c':;. (,',~:,-:::,ody of 21 aircraft. There \l'lere 
5 aircraft. f-r:: /:::t";~1:~';.';':,i;·-:.61 had receipted for while at 
Phu Bai .. 

2. In the pot':.Dd INOV to 5NOv66, HlV.ITVI-161 flew 113.3 hours 
while maintaj,l'..J:,!,g an availability of 83.3%. The ceuses 
of non-availa,'.:d.:;'.ity were: 

AVIONICS 
lVIET AL WO:::iX 
IVlAJOR COIJJ?CNEN't' CHANGE 
COllilPONENT AD,JU STMENT 

6.3% 
4.2% 
3.1% 
3.1% 

3. The only major maintenance occured when YR-21 BUNO 150219 
incurred an engine failure. 
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