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CONFIDENTIAL 

From: Comnanding Officer 
To: Conmandant ef the Marine Corps (Code AAZ) 
Via: (1) Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Gr.oup 39 

(2) Commanding General, 1st Marine Aircrai't Wing, 

Subj : COMMJOO) CHRONOWGY 

Ref: Ca) MOO S750.2A 
(b) MOO S7 50 • 1. 
(e) FMFPACO 57 50.S 

FMFPAC 

1. In accordanoe with referenoes (a) through (c), the informatien 
contained herein is submitted. 

PAUL W. NIESEN 

HltIJPI1 161 S& C~ 4Ph"'C 
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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 161 

QU.ANG TRI, REPUBLIC OF SOUTH VIETNAM 

1 July through 31 July 1968 
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PART I (U) Organizational Data 

a. Command and st aft (U) 

Commanding Officer ttCol. PAUL W. NIESEN lJ'u168 to 31J'u168 

Elcecutive Officer Major ROBERT W. BARBER lJulbS to 24Jul68 

Major JOSEPH L. FELTER 25Jul68 to 31J'u168 

S2 Officer 

S3 Officer 

Safety Officer 

NATOPS Officer 

SgtMajor 

Lt. ROLAND A. FRECH J.)'u168 to J.3Ju168 

Lt. JOHN A. PROMBO 14Ju168 to 24JuJ.68 

tt. TIMOTHY H. ~rrH 25Ju168 to 31J'u168 

Major JOSEPH t. FELTER lJ'u168 to 24Ju168 

Major JAMES L. BOLTON 2,5Ju168 to 3lJu168 

Capt.. Mn.TON T. WARRING lJu168 to 3lJuJ.68 

Capt. RUDOLPH H. FAHRNER lJu168 to ,3lJ'u168 

Sgt.Major ;rOHN H. GOODFELIDW lJuM8 to ,31Jul8 

b. Designation/Location (U) 

Marine Medium Hellcepter Squadron 161. Provisional Marine 
Aircraft Group 39, 1st Marine Aircraft. Wing, FMFPAC, Quang 
Tri, Republic of Vietnam. 

c. Average strength (C) 

Officers Assigned (Naval A'tmtOl"s) 50 
Officers Ass~ed (Ground) 4-
Officers Assigned (Navy) , .. ~ 
Enlist ed Assigned ~ 2ff/ 

Total strength 262 

d. Important Visitors (U) 

NONE Im()wn. 
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CONFID:BNTIAL • bEC • P ART II narrative S\llDlI1al'y' .( C) 

Marine Med.iwn Helicopter Squadron 161 provided the follow:ing heli 
copter services for the 3rd Marine Division, the majority ef which 
supported. Operation Lancaster II. 

Statistics: lB,110 troops/passengers carried, 1665., tons of cargo 
transported, 960 personnel medically evacuated, 56 reconnaissance 
teams inserted and 28 teams extracted. The aforementioned support 
resulted in 1962.13 flight hours, S313 sorties flom and 4745 tasks 
accomplished. The squadron was fragged for ,XI5 missions, 17;2 of which 
were canp1eted. for a mission completion rate of 9B.2 percent. 

P ART III Significant Events (C) 

1 5 Jul 613: Provided helicopter support for the 3rd Mar Div. 

6 Jal 6B: Withdraw1 of Task Force Hotel from the Khe Sanh to 
stud commenced. 

7 11 JuJ,. 68: Provided helicopter support for .3rd Mar Div. 

12 Jul 68: Withdraw1 of troops from Hill 689 completed the with 
drawl of Task Force Hotel from the Khe Sanh area. 

\ 

13 16 Ju1 68: Provided helicopter support for the .3rd Mar Div. 

17 Ju1 613: Provided 8 aircraft jo:ined by 8 aircraft from HMM 262 
to form a ProvMAG 39 (Walnut Hill) flight which was 
to place one battallion of Marines into the Lancaster 
II area of operations. The morning placement of a 
recon element by LtCol. NIESEN went without incident 
however, heavy enemy contact in the early afternoon 
forced the emergency extraction of the recon team. , 
After preparation of the landing zone by UH lE gun' 
ships and fixed wing aircraft; the battallion li:t't 
was commenced in the face of heavy enerIG" small arms 
fire. The lift, was completed successfully with 13 
of the 16 participating aircraft receiving enemy 
inflicted. damage. 

18 22 Jul 68: Provided helicopter support for the 3rd Mar Div. 

23 ZI Jul 6S: Provided helicepter support for the 3rd Mar Div. 

28 .31 Jul 68: Provided helicopter support for the 3rd Mar Div. 
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