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ltARINE MEOllD1 HELlCOPTER SQ.UA.D'RON 161 
'Frtniaiona.l M3.r:i.n.e Aircraft GroUp ,9 

1st M;;rine Aircraft Wing, FMJi'PAO 
FiO San Fre.noisQo. Cal ifornia. 96602 

CONfIDENTIAL 
3/MLO/ood 
5750 . 
03A24668 
2 Sep 1968 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: 
Via.: 

Commandant of the M!.rine ~rps (Code JAZ,) 
(J.) Oommanding Offioer, &;rine Aircraft Group 39 
(a) Comma.nding General, 1st Marine Airora.:t't Wing, FME'PA.C 

Jubj·: OO~1AND OHRONOLOGY 

Ref: 

1
a) HOO 5750.2J. 
b) MOO 5750.1 
c) lMJ!;I>AOO 5750.8 

1. 1h (.ccordanoe w.i. th referenoes (a) through (0), the infarma tiOll 
COL t'c...:'.ned he:rein is sUbmitted. 

I ";h' ,1 I ,) t"·,~· ~ " :-t!-i. I .j 

J J. L. FELTER 
.4.otin8 

.. - ........ ,.~ .......... --.-
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2 

DECLASSIFIED 



~,! 
'~-, 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
CQHFl:!lENT IAL 

l'~ .[; (U) Organiza.ti.oxual Data 

~ ~1IIll1a.nd. and. St.aff (11) 

~a.ndi.I:tg Offioer 

8-2 orf i~e.r 

Satety Of'f'io~ 

NAT OI?S Of'f'1oer 

SgtMljor. 

1t.Qcl... :RAJJL W. N IESElf 1 Aug to 31 Aug 68 

l4a;jc~. Josmi L. FE"f..TER 1 Aug to 31 Aug 68 

Oapt. TllomHY H. SMrl!R 1 Aug to 31 Aug 68 

~c~. MAIN IN L. CROtmIS 1 Aug to 31 Aug 68 

Oapt. MI:ur~ T. WARRlNG 1 Aug t4!I 31 Aug 68 

Ca.pt. RUDOLPH H. FAHRNER l.Aug to 31 Aug 68 

~}hj. JOHN H. GooDFEILOW 1 Aug t. 31 Aug 68 

~ Desisnatiag/LpgatiOA (U) 

",;"'0 • 

d. 

itt.ri.ne ~dium. Be1iOtnpter .$quadron 161. Provisional Marine Aircraft 
GroU:Q 39, 1st M:t.rine Aireraft Wing, FlvJiPAC, Quang Tri, Republio of' 
Vietnam. 

. Avena.ge §t~e~ (0) 

Offioers Assigned (Naval. AViators) 51 
Offie:ers Assigned iGround) 4 
Offioers J..ssigned Navy) 1 
Enlisted Assigned lli 
Total Strength 255 

~~QIl~~ Vi~~tQ~§ (u) 

Visitors to &rine ~dium Helicopter Squadron 161 during the· 
period 1 to 31. August 1968, were Gan. L. F. CHAPMAN ,It,Comman-
dent of the Marire Corps, Lt.Gen. R. E. CUSHMAN, Jr., Oommanding 
Genera.l II:I Ma;cine .Amphibious Foroe, M3j.Gen. C. J. QUJLTER, 
Commanding General 1st Marine Aireraft Wing, and J.hj.<len. P. J. 
FQNTk.~.A., 1i.ssistsnt Commander" FMFPAC .. 

.P':'::~ II N£:Xro.tiv Summary (0) 

l-larine i:Isditml Helicopter Squadron 161 provided the followinS 
helicotiei- servioes for the 3rd Marine Division,th.e majority < 
of w}1.ich supported Opera.tion Lancaster II. 
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21,854 troops/pa.ssengers oarried, 1,429.4 tons of oargo 
trahS-ported, 1058 personnel llledicaJ.ly evacuated, 48 
reaonnaissanee teams inserted and 26 teams axtraoted. 
The aforementioned support resuJ. ted in 1652.5 flight 
hours, 8124 sorties flown and 4506 tasks acoomplished. 
The squaa:r..n was fragged for 162 missions, 159 of which 
were oompleted for So mission aompletion rate of 9i:per 
eent~ 

Pl.R!X UI Significant El/'ents {C) 

1-3 Aug 68: Prov:iied helioopter support for the 3rd MarDh. , 

4 Aug 68: mm-161 was involved in two troop lifts, 10 CH-46D~~s 
were involved in the 11ft with 2 Huey gunships. A 
total of 50.9 hours were flown, 1100 troops were 
transported, and 19.1 tons of cargo were carried •. No 
eneII\Y fire was received. 

5-7 .Aug 68; :P.rovided helioopter support for 3rd lhrDiv. 

·.6 A.ug 68: Hissicn III flew 110 sorties and 65 tasks oarrying 
f 1076 troops for a total of 40.3 flight hours. 

... ,. 

9-13 i..ug 68:, lTovided helioopter support for 3rd MarDiv. 

14 kug 68: ~ssion III of EMM-161 carried 888 troops, 15.9 
tons of cargo in 174 sorties and 89 tasks. 

J.5 Aug 68: Provided helicopter support for 3rd MarDiv. 

It£i Aug 68: 

• 
17 .i"-ug 68: 

18 ~:..Ug68: 

19 .i.ug 68: 

On mission 110 ~16l carried troops from YD 032-
628 to YD 060634 and YD 070635. Four aircraft 
moved 693 troops in 101 sorties and 49 tasks. l'-br­
tD.r fire was receive.d in both drop mnes and YR-29 
received minor schrap.nel damage. The troop lift 
was sucoessfUl~ oompleted. 

During mi ssian llJl. HMM-161 flew 43.2 hours oarry­
ing 1184 troops in 206 sorties and 86 tasks. 

Three R-46's from ~161 received battle damage 
in tlying to extract a reoon team Wlder heavy enemy 
fire before the extract was suocessfully completed. 
One orew member was seriously wOWlded. 
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HMY1 ~161 oarried 609 troops in 125 sorties, utili2.ing 6 a.ir­
craft. The troop lift consisted of carrying troops into three 
drop zones located within the DMZ. 4 HMM.-161 aircraft received 
battle damage with two WIA, one serious. 

20 Aug 68: Provided helicop.ter support for 3rd YJaxDiv. 

21 .A.ug 68: RMM.-161 flew 205 sorties, 110 ta.sks car~ing 818 troops 
and 21.8 tons of cexgo for a total of 39.9 flight hours. 
One aircra£t received 3 rounds of small a.DIlS fire with 
no injuries. 

22 Aug 68: HMM-161 partioipated in 5 reoon inserts and extracts. 
Oattleoall 5-11 reoeived intensive small axms fire 
while inserting t'Harbor ~een" recon team on Hill 697, 
XD 894458. Mission aborted and returned to 3rd NED 
with 1 KIA and 2 WI! crew members. 

, 
23 Aug 68: Provided helicopter support for the 3rd MarDiv. 

24 Aug 68: One HMM-161 aircraft received minor battle damage 
on a recon insert. There were no injuries. ene 
HMM-161 airoraft performed a night piak-up of 5 
injured crew members of an ~262 airoraft th~t 
had oraShed on a night troop lift. 

25":'28 Aug 68; Provided helicopter support for 3rd M:u'Div. 

29 ~ug 68: H]ID~161 flew 199 sorties, 106 tasks, carr,ying 861 
troops and 17 tons of cargo for a total of 34.2 flight 
hours in support of·missions 111/112. 

}0-31 ";'ug 68: 1?xovided helicopter support i'or ,3rd MarDiv. 

CONFlDENT~ 

5 

DECLASSIFIED 

" .. , 


