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From: Comncnding Officer

Tos Commendant of the Marine Corps (Code :nZ)

Via: (1) Commanding Officer, Irovisional Marine wircraft Group 39
' (2) Commanding General, 1st Marine .ircraft Wing, FMFE.C

Subj: COMILXKD CERCNCLOLY

nef: a
b
c

1, In accordance with references (a) through (c), the infarmation
contained herein is submitted,
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BiRT 1 (UO Qeganizational Data

as Command and Staff (U)

Commending Officer  LtCol, FAUL W. NISSEN 1 Sep to 30
Bmoutive Officer Mjor JOS:PH L. FEIPER 1 Sep to 30
B2 Officer Capte TIMORHY H. SHITH 1 Sep to 30
8.3 Officer Major MHVIN L. CxOWDIS 1 Sep to 30
Safety Officer Capt. MIITON T. WaRRING 1 Sep %o 30
NATOES fficer Capt. RUDCIFH H, FaHRNER ; Sep to 30
Sgtiajor Sgtlzj. JOHN H. GOUDFELLOW 1 Sep to 30

¥, Degisnaticn/locstion (V)
Merine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161, Frovisional Mirine Lir-
ceft Group 39, lst Marine iircraft Wing, FMFPAC, Queng Tri,
Republic eof Vietnam,
co 4vercge Strength (C)

Officers issigned %Naval ALviators) 49

Officers issigned (Ground) 4
Officers issigned (Navy) 1
fnlisted Strength 194

Total Strength 248

d, . JTawortant Vigitors (U)
There were no important visitors to Marine Medium Helicopter
Jguadron 161 during the period 1 to 30 .September 1968.
YiikT II Nerzative Summary (C) |

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161 provided the following Reli-
copter smeiwvices for the 2rd Marine Division the majority of which
supported operation Lancaster IL.

Statistics: 16,526 trcops/passengers carried, 714.7 tons of cargo
transported, 1,319 personnel medically evacuated, 108

Sep 68

Sep 68
Sep 68
Sep 68
Sep 63
Sep 68

Sep 68

reconnaissance teams inserted and Y1 teams extractedp

The aforementioned support resulted in 1385.8 flight
hours, 5,920 sorties flown and 3,156 tasks accomplish
The sguadron was fragged for 155 missions, 136 of whi
were ccompleted for a mission completion rate of 87.7
per cent. : N 3[3J’ﬂ
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P2RT II gignificant Events (C)

1 3ep 68:

2 Sep 68:
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Provided helicopter support fer 3rd MarDiv,

4 CH-46's on mission 301 transported 120 troops from
XD8943T76 to XDB820466, using 2 Huey gunships for escort
encoudtered negabive enemy actiocn., 4 more CH-46's

flew a total of 5.4 flight hours on mission 402 in
support of Lancaster II. 24 troops were moved from
4AD985545 to XD568617 resulting in the second aircraft
into the zone being hit by mortar =nd small arms fire.
The aircraft was & strike and injuries were 1 serious

1 minor., The 24 troops were later extracted and returned
to the Hockpile, S

HMM-161 flew 28 sorties in 12.7 flight hours cerrying
147 troops in support of recon cperaticns. One aircraft
received 6 hits frem amcll orms fire resulting in minoxr
demage, no injuries.

krovided lirdited belicopter support for 3rd iardiv due
to inclement weather.

HMis-161 flew 23,6 flight howrs and 110 sorties, of
which 1846 flight hours ~nd 79 sorties were in suppert
of 2rd PearDive 3 2ircraft were inveolved in nmoving

600 irmy troops of the 1stBrigade 5th from Charlie-2
to 10135653, 2 USKC and 2 USia gunships conbined te fly
cover for the 1lifte No enemy fire was taken.

Mission 401 flew 14 flight hours, had 69 sorties, 30
tesks, carrying 343 trocps from L4 Vandergrift to
XD903568. Fire was received twice but no battle damage
cr injuries occured. 3 recon team inserts and 1 ex-
traction were perfermed withcut incident.

HMN~161 flaw 158 sorties, 82 tosks, carrying 471 trocps
end 15,6 tons of cargo for 48,4 flight hours.

Mission 401 flew 202 scrties carrying 848 trocps, 13
tocns of cargo for 45.6 flight hcurs. Cattlecall
nedevac picked up cne UsS. emergency during the night
at XD926C with enery contact 20 yards cutside the
friendly perimeter. 2 Hucy gunships and a flership
were on staticn. No other injuries occured.

HMM-161 flew 251 scrties, 122 tasks, carrying 907
tréeps for 53.9 flight hours for 3rd Merdiv.
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HMN-161 latnched 10 GH.4£'q i dowiem 40L flyjﬁq
292 sorties cerwying 1%66 trcops end 24.6 tons of
carge for 60,5 flight houws. This involved moving
troops frem the Reckpile and Cemp Cerroll to drop
zone X1903610, which was prepped by hoth artillery
tnd fixed wing., kxcept for some 50 cal and auto-
natic weapons fire thet Huey gunships rnd fixed wing
aireraft imedintely surpressed, the lift went smoo-
thly and no damege tc squadron aircraft occcurred.

2 CH—46's received bottle demcge while trying to
reinforee recen teons "Opl Pete" mnd "Barcraft"
resulting in neking field repairs. Yhe teans were
later extracted. Wetesls of the dsy were 244 sortiss
146 tesks, carryin: 771l trccps snd 38.9 tons of
cargo for = tetal of 6.7 flight hours.

Provided helicopter suppert for 3rd MrDive One
crewinen received a miner wcund when 2 CH-46's
received bottle demmge ot XD98%543 when one in-
coning rccket exploded.

Frovided heliccuter suppert for 3rd lerDiv,

HMM-161 participsted in a combined Frevibg-39
(Walnut Hill) flight ccnsisting of 24 aircraft

frem HM-161, HiN-262, and HWN-364, 2 battalicns
wore holilifted inte the DMZ, grids XDO167 & XD9468,
Cne aircraft, Walnut Hill-T7 shut down in the zcne

at XD9167 duc tc mechenical frilure. The aircraft
is still in the same place but stripped of necessory
gear.

Provided heliceopter suppert for 3rd MarDiv.

HMM-161 flew 619 sortics, 320 tasks, carrying

934 trcoips and 59,2 tchs of carge for 2 tctal cof
77«3 flight hcurs, 2 squrdren aircraft participated
in the recovery cf perscnnel from HiM-262 aircraft
that crashed at XD929608. 4 of 5 bodies were re-
ccvered,

Provided helicepter support for 3rd lMorDliv.

frovided heliccpter suppert fer 3rd Morbiv, hrmpercd
by nerginsl weethsr ccnditicns.

BEMi-161 flew 245 scrties, 105 tesks, cerrying 916
trecps and 17.7 toens of carge for 50.8 flight heurs,
in supuert of the 3rd thrdiv. .

Frcvided helicopter support for 3rd MrDiv, .c &%@@%E
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