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Provisional l'.axine Lirorarc Grc'lp 39 

1st l'.a.rine L.iroraft \d~:..g, F.1,'J.FJ:'i.C 
FPO San Francisco, Californj,a 96602 

3/Dm/ccd 
5750 
(13A27668 
2 Oct 1968 

OONFIDBNtL~ 

From: 
To: 
Via: 

SUbj: 

ftef: 

COlilillCi.nding Officer 
Conmendant of the llarine 
(1) Commanding Officer, 
(2) COlIlmanding General, 

OOH:r..Jm CE'LQNOLOIX 

~
al }DO 5750.2A 
b lVlCO 5750.1 
c nlFf.::.,co 5750.8 

Corps (Code .wI.Z) 
lrovi siona1 11:l.rine .dr craft Group 39 
1 st 1'EJ:.> ine .:.ircre..ft Wing, Fl>J.F'B-. C 

1. Jh a.coordance with references (a) through (0), the information 
contained herein. is sul:mi tted. 
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PliliT 1 (u) ~gc..nizational Dato. 

a. ComlllD.ndand Staff (U) 

COli1lll2.nding Officer 

E::Bcutive Officer 

,s....2 Officer 

LtCol. Pi:..UL W. NlliSI!;N 

.M:I.jor JOS.LJ?H L. FBI[1BR 

Capt. T J}l\WllY I:i. SllITH 

1 Sep to 30 Sep 63 

1 Sep to 30 .Sep 68 

1 Sep to 30 Sep 68 

S-3 Officer Major 1:i!llWIN L. ChOWIlIS 1 Sep to 30 Sep 68 

Safety Officer Capt. 1-'lIIlI'ON T. \'iJJlliJNG ,1 Sep to 30 Sep 68 

NL,TUi:'S Officer Capt. RUDOLPH H. F1JlliNER 1 Sep to 30 SeJ? 68 

Sgt1fajor SgtY.aj. JOHN H. GOODFl!lllOlv 1 Sep to 30 Sep 68 

~. ~si€)l§:.ticn/1pc?t=!.on (U) 

lierine r.'Edium Helicopter Squadron 161, lrovisional Mu'ine Air­
C~2..ft Group 39, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, Flv.iFPAC, Quang Tri, 
Aepublic of Vietnam. 

Officers Lssigned 
Officers L.ssigned 
Offio8I'S L.ssigned 
~n1isted Strength 
T 0·Ge.1 Strength 

(Naval .b.viators) 
(Ground) 
(Navy) 

d. ~~~~t Vis=1tors (U) 

49 
4 
1 

..l2L 
248 

There were no important visitors to lV.arine li.adium Helicopter 
Sq.lJ2.dron 161 during the period 1 to 30 September 19'8. 

l'~:..i.tT II Nc.xrr,tive O:)UlllI'!lary' (0) 

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161 prQvided the following keli­
copter Be~~ices for the 3rd }nrine Division the majorit,y of which 
suppo~ted operation Lancaster II. 

Statistios: 16,526 trcops/passengers ce.rried, 714.7 tons of cargo 
transported,. 1,319 personnel medically eV8cuai;ed,108 
reconnaissanoe te~1s inserted nnd 11 tea~s extracted~ 
The aforementioned support resulted in 1385.8 flight 
hours, 5,920 sorties flown and 3,156 tasks accompliShed. 
The squadron was fre.gged for 155 missions, 136 of which 
were completed for n mission conp1etion rate of 87.7 
per cent. ri\W"ktilfj t,:-<;,-:0p::r,,:..,;, 

COlij!]!lr~oo'U~*~ if" ~ l,ilij 
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l'~T In Significant 1vents (C) 

1 Sep 68: Provided helicopter support for 3rd YmrDiv. 

2 Sep 68: 4 CH-46 , s on mission 301 transported 120 troops from 
XD894376 to JCD820466, us:ing 2 Huey gunships for escort 
encountered negative enemy e,ction. 4 ·Llore CH-46 IS 

flew a totol of 5.4 flight hours on mission 402 :in 
support of Lr.nce.ster II. 24 troops wore moved from 
XD985545 to XD968617 resul t:ing in the second airoraft 
into the zone being hit by mortar E.'nd sraall oxms fire. 
The eircraft was a strike and injuries were 1 serious 
1 minor. The 24 troops were later extr~cted 8nd returnod 
to the hockpile. . 

3 Sep 68: ill'l'l-161 flew 28 sorties in 12.7 flight hours cerry.iJ1g 
147 troops in support of recon operations. One aircre..ft 
received 6 hits freD and1 arms fire resulting in minor 
de.mago, no injuries. 

4-1 clep 68. l:-rovided linited helicopter support for 3rd L,:.or:Div due 
to :inclement weather. 

8 Sep 68: IDil'.:.-161 flew 23.6 flight hours u.nd no sorties, of 
which 18.6 flight hours ;:.nd 79 sorties were in support 
of 3rd }£i.rDiv. 3 nircrnft were involved in moving 
600 ~my troops of the lstBrigadc 5th frOD Ch2.rlie-2 
to Y])135653. 2 US1J.C AJld 2 US1:" gunships conbined to f'ly 
cover for the lift. no en,emy fire We.s taken. 

9 Jep 60: Mssion 401 flew 14 flight hours, hnd 69 sorties, 38 
tf!sks, carl:.'ying 343 troops from 1:6 Vnndergr.-ift to 
XD9035G8. ~'ire was received twice but no b",tt1e damago 
or injuries occured. 3 recon te~J inserts e.nd 1 ex­
trnction were perfcrmed withcut incident. 

10 Sop 68: IDl-I....161 new 158 sorties, 82 ksks, cnrrying 411 trOG1:>S 
2nd 15.6 tons of cprgo for 48.4 flight hours. 

11 Sep 68: ~~ssion 401 flew 202 sorties carrying 848 troops, 13 
tons of cergo for 45.6 flight he urSa Cattlecal1 
medevac picked up one U.S. emergency during the night 
at XD9260 with enGLV contnct 20 yards cutside the ., 
friendly perimGter. 2 Ruoy gunships r.nd a fltrship 
were en stction. No other injuries occut'ed. 

12 Sop 68: Hl'il'1-161 flew 251 sorties, 122 tgsks, c2,rrying 907 
troops for 53.9 flight hoUt's for 3rd }brIliv. 
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13 Sop 68; 

14 clGp 68: 

15 &'p 68: 

17 dep 68: 
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• 
lI}JJ.I'1-161 le.t.mchod J.o 0.H-4.6 , fl ,....'1 • ...;. .. "' ... "' .... Ijr"ll. ,t']y:in", 

292 sorties CE':l'qing 1366 trcvps und 24.6 tons of 
cargo for 60.5 flight hoUl'S. This involved moving 
troops frOD the It.ockpile Md C[,L1P C'arroll to drop 
zone XDJ03610, which wl1S prepped b.r beth urtille.IOT 
e.nd fixed ,'ling. l!ixcept for SOLlE;' .50 col end auto­
L18.tic weapons fire that Huey gunships F.'nd fixed wing 
aircr2ft iIJL:odic.tely sur-pressed, thE: . lift went 8.'1100-

thly 8lld no d8rD.e.ge to squRdron D.rrcrRft. occurred. 

2 CH-46 fS received ktUe dana..gc while trying to 
reWorcD recon ts[U]S "Gpl Pete'" [md rlBarcraft" 
resd ting in nck:ing field repairs. l-Che tertElS were 
later ext.rcccted. 'rot:ds of tho d2Y W8rCl 244 sorties 
146 te,sks, cnxryi.n.: 771 troeps End 38.9 tons of 
c2;rgo for a total of 56 • 7 flight hours. 

Provided helicopter sUl-'pcrt fer 3rd M'.rDiv. One 
crcWl:J.e.n receivod a uinor wcund when 2 ClL.46 ' s 
received bottle dPJ:'1C\ge nt XD983543 when one in­
cooing rocket (;Xploded. 

Frovided helicc:;:,tGr suppcrt for 3rd ~LU'Div. 

HMYi-161 participeted in fl conbined P.rcvlvtog-39 
(Walnut Hill) flight consisting ~f 24 aircraft 
frcn HHYl-16l, ffiYJ},:l.-262, and m',JYi-364. 2 battalions 
wore hdilifted into the m~z, grids XD9167 &' XD9468. 
ene aircreft,vialnut Hill-7 shut down in the Z(,ne 

ct XD9167 due: tc neche.niool fr.ilure. Il'he aircr['.ft 
is still in the SaDe place but stripI£d of necessoxy 
gGar. 

18-20 58!) 63: P.r:ovided helicoptor support for 3rd lYBx'Div. 

21 So)? 63: m:J'k-161 flew 619 sortios, 320 tesks, c['.rrying 
934 trocps end 59.2 tons of c[1.rgo for [~ tctnl of 
77.3 flight hours. 2 squicdrcn 2circrnft pArticipated 
in the recovery cf perscnn81frcEl BLlVl-262 i"\ircr&:f~ 
thilt or,eshed ret XD929608. 4 of 5 bodies ware re­
covered. 

22-24 Sop 58g I-revided halicept2:L' sUPJort fer 3rd ;r.:t~rDiv • 

.. 25-27 30',) 63 ~ }rovided helicopter SUp~jc:rt fer 3rd l'i"CrDiv, h:'m:p<.;r0d 
by nr:rgin:c.l WGi"'.th6r ccnditicns. 

28 S0P 68g ID-l'1-16l flm"l 245 serties, 105 trcsks, cC'rrying 916 
trc:cps 2nd 17.7 tens of ce:rgc for 50.8 flight hc.urs, 
in supj)crt of th(;' 3rd 1'b:rDiv. 

Prcvidod helicepter support for 3rd ~'t'..rDiv. 'cJ1jmM~~iF~~[ 
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