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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 16)
Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39
lst Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPAC
FFO San Francisco, California 96602
3/DFR/ecd
5750
4 Nov 1968

s vt 1.

From: Oommanding Officer

Cormandant of the Marine Corps (Code AAZ)

Via: (1) Commanding Officer, Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39

(2) Commending Officer, 1st Marine hircraft Wing, FMFPAC

Bubj: COMNAND CHRONOLOGY
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(a) MCO 5750.24

(b) MCO 5750.1
(c) FMFEACO 5750.8

In aocordance with references (a) through (o), the information ocone
tained herein is submitted.
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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER Sy UADRON 161

QUANG THI, REUPUBLIC OF SOUPH VIETNAM

1 OCTOBER THROUGH 31 OCTOBER 1968
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PR 1 (U) Orgenizational Data
a, Command and Staff (U)
Commanding Officer  LtCol, PAUL W. NIESEN 1 Oct to 31 Oot 68

Executive Officer Major JOSBFH L. FELTER 1 Oct to 31 Oot 68

S-2 Officer Capt, TIMOTHY H, SMITH 1 Oct to 3L Oct 68
3-3 Officer Major MARVIN L. CROWDIS 1 Oct to 31 Oct 68
fafety Officer Capt. MIITON T. WARRING 1 Oct to 31 Oot 68
A0TCPS Officer Capt. RUDOLPH H. FAHRNER 1 Oct to 31 Oct 68
agtMajor SgtMaj. JOHN H, GUODFELLOW 1 Oct to 31 Oct 68

». Designation/location (U)

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161, Provisional Marine Aircraft
group 39, lst Marine iircraft Wing, FMFPAC, uang Tri, Republic of
ietname.

6. Average Strength (C)

Officers sssigned (Naval aviators) — 47

Officers hssigned (Ground) 4
Officers &ssigned (Wavy) 1
Enligted Strength 203
Total Strength 255

d. Important Visitorg (U)

There were no important visitors to Marine Medium Helicopter
Squadron 161 during the period 1 October to 31 October 1968.

PakT I Narrative Summary (C)

larive Medium Helicopter Squadron 161 provided the. following helicopter
sexrvices for the 3rd Marine Division, the majority of which supported
Operations lancaster II and Scotland IT,.

Statisticss 25,244 troops/passengers carried, 989.4 tons of cargo
transported, 1268 personnel medically evacuated, 57
reconnaiscance teams inserted and %0 teams extracteds
The aforementioned support resulted in 1829.8 flight
heurs, 7820 sorties flown and 4036 tasks accomplished,
The squadron was fragged for 159 missions of which 151 & %
were completed for a mission completion rate of 94% per
cent . S
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FuiT JII significant Bvents (C)

1 Oct 68: HMM-161 flew 35.4 hours, 106 sorties in support of mission
401, carrying 865 troops from XDBS559, XB659, XDIO58 to
Vandergrift Combat Base.

2 Oct 68: 10 recon inserts and B extractions were accomplished during
the day. 1 aircraft encountered snhiper fire when inserting
"Badmitton® at XD949395 but no casualties ocoured, 2 Huey
gunships provided air cover. —

% Qct 68: HMM~-161 flew 200 sorties, 126 tasks, carrying 1044 troops
for 45.9 flight hours.

4 O¢t 483 HMM-161 supported the army by lifting’ 281 troops from
YD018683 to YD129680. Huey gunships provided wover with
no incidents.

Oct 681 HNMM-161 flew 138 sorties, carrying 722 peesengers for
23,8 hours and, augmented by 12 aircraft from HnM-262
flew the troops from Vendergrift Combat Base to XD792378
and XD845439. There wasn't any indication of enemy ocon=-
tact throughout the lift.

N

Oct 68: Miseion 401, which consisted of putting 1200 4XVN's on
Hill 881, tallied 134 sorties, 64 tasks, 1200 troops in
45.5 flight hours. No enemy contact was experienceds

N

7 Oct 68: Hidi-161 flew 114 sorties, 72 tasks, 923 troops for 34.0
flight hours. Mission 401 was in support of the Jrd MgrDiv,
4 Huey gunships provided covers

8-10 Oct 66: Provided helicopter support for the 3rd Marlive.

11 Oct 68: HMM-161 flew 226 sorties, 130 tasks, carrying 272 troops
and 54.7 tons of cargo for 59.6 hours. Supporting the
3rd MarDiv in Scotland II, 1 aircraft performed a recon
extract under fire and took several hits. The aircraft
suppressed the fire adequately enough so that no injuries
ncourrede

1231 O¢t 68 Provided helicoptsr support for 3rd MarDiv.

15 Cet 62: INM-i61 flew 376 sorties, 175 tasks, carrying 1471
raopsy 4045 tons of cargo for 73.4 flight hours. 2
aircreft of 6 airecraft on mission 401 took mortar fire
in the zone at XD989667 but nothing was damaged and no
one hurt, 2 Huey gunships provided gun support.

17 Oct 68: Provided heliﬂopter support for the 3rd Merdiv. 1 air=
craft missing in marginal westher at last known position

was 110437, time 1855H.
QONFIDENTILL
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19-21 Oct 683

22 Oct 68:

2%-25 Oct 683

26 Cct 683

27-29 Oct 683

DECLASSIFIED

The missing aircraft since 161855H wes loosted et 1130H
position YD042374., The aircraft was beleived to have hit
a ridge line in clouds and rain showers with 6 persons
on board receiving fatal injuries.

Provided helicopter support for the 3rd MarDiv,

HMM-161 flew 420 sorties, 229 tasks, carrying 1571 troops
513 tons of carge for 79.0 flight hours. One troop invol-
ved taking & unit out of the IMZ, comsisting of 597 txroops
from XD9868.

Provided helicppter suppoxt for the 3rd MarDiv,

HMM-161 flew 252 sorties, carrying 1645 troops for 46,3
hours in support of Scotland II. Pickup was made at
Vandergrift Combat Base and the drop points were XD9027
XD9133, XD9748, XD9646, XD9545, and XD9328. Huey gunships
and fixed wing provided air support and no enemy <contaot
was encountered.

Provided helicopter support fox h%hc 3rd Mariiv.

30 Oct 19683 HM-161 flew 436 sorties, 202 tasks carrying 1562

31 Oct 68:

troops, 32.6 tons of cargo for 82.9 flight hours, in
support of the 3rd MarDiv,

Hrii~161 flew 435 sorties, 122 tasks <errying 1279 troops
33.7 tons of cargo for 68,5 hours. On mission 401,402,
483 for the 3rd MarDiv.
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