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MlillINE MEDIUM HELICOPrER SQUADRON 161' 

QUiUm TRI, H..fli.:lUBIaIO ... OF SOuTH VWNAM 
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Pam I (U) Organizational Data 

a. Oommand and Staff (U) 

Oommanding Officer LtOol. PAUL W. NIESEN 
!tOol. DkVID L. EUM 

~cutive Officer ,Major Jo.s&lPH L. FEIJrER 

a...2 Offioer Capt. T IMarHY H. SMITH 

S-, Off~Dm" &'jor MARVIN L. CRCWDIS 

Sa£4y Officer Oapt~ MiLTON T. WARRlNG' 
IstLt. ROBERT W. MULLINS 

1 Nov to e NOv 68 
9 Nov to 30 Nov 68 

1 Nov to 30 Nov 6a 

1 Nov to 30 Nov 68 

1 Nov to 30 Nov 6a 

1 Nov to 8 Nov 68 
9 Nov to ;0 Nov (£ 

,,·NATORS Officer aapt~ RUDOLPH H. F.AHRNER 1 Nov to 30 Nov 68 

"Sgt;Majot Sgt.Ma.j. JOEN R. GOODFELLOW 1 Nov to 30 Nov 68 

b. pesignation/;WcaUon Lu) 

l~'1t'ine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161, Provisibnal Ivlarine .A.ir­
craft Group 39, 1st Mari.ne Aixc.raft, lii.ng~ .F.MFPAO, Quang Tri~ 
Republic of V ietnl3lIl. 

c. fwer age .;:)trength (C) 

Officers i~ssigned (Naval Aviators) 
Of:ficers Assigned (GroLU1d) 
Officers Assigned (Navy) 
EnJ.isted Strength 
Total Strength 

dG )mportant Visitors (U) 

47 
4 
1 

..l2i. 
245 

Important visitors to HJlll'I-161 during the month of November 
1968, were BGen. HOMER S. HILL .Assistant Commander 1st 
M::l.,rine li.ircraft Wing, and Gen. G1JUiETSON, .Assistant Division: 
Commander, Task Force Hotel. 

p"c! " I I Narrftti va Sllttla,ry (C) 

J.i.'1X'ine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161 provided the following heli­
C')ptor services for the 3rd Marine Division, the majority of which 
suppo:L'ted operations Lancaster II and Scotland II. 

St[\tistics: 26,425 'troops/passengers carried, 925.8 tons of cargo 
transported, 1375 personnel medically evacua.ted,.~~3-,-,. 
reconnai ssance teams inserted and 3 5 ~~~~.~ ~~;~~\ii:i}; 
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The aforementioned support resulted in 1749.0 flight hours, 7300 sorties, 
flown and 5600 tasks accomplished. The squadron was fragged for 176 
missions of which 173 were completed for a mission completion rate of 
98% per oent. '. 
I'ART III Significant Events (C) 

1 NOV' 68: mlM-161 flew 325 sorties, 183 tasks carrying 1708 
troops and 25.3 tons of cargo for over 78 hours of 
flight time mostly supporting .mission 401/402 of 
the 3r d Mar.Di v. 

2-4 Nov 68: , FrOV'ided helioopter support for the 3rd l'hrDiv. 

5 Nov 68: ID'.IM.-161 provide d support for resupply of VandiJgrift 
Combat Base for the 3rd MarDiv. 184 sorties, 103 
tasks, carrying 266 troops, 34.2 tons of cargo, 47 
medevaca for a total of 48.1 flight hours. 

6-7 Nov 68: Provided lim! ted helicop.ter support for tee 3rd 
MarDiv, due to inclement weather. 

8 NOV' 68 ~ ffiiID'l";16,1 flew 286 $CrUea, 116 tasks, oarrying 1035 
troops, 30.9 tons of cargo, 45 medevac for 61.7 flight 
hours. This was mostly in support of mission 401 
transporting troops from YDo532 to XL6248, ~239 
to YD3536, XD3840 to YD0029, ~531 to YIb132. 
One small arms fire inoident took place with no 
damage or injuries occuring. 4 Huey gunships pro­
vided cover. The squadron held a ohange of oornrnand 
today at 1530 with the Assistant Wing Commander 
J"ssis,tant Commana.er Task Force Hotel and Commanding 
tfficer lTovl'iag-:39 .. ;i.n attendanoe. 

9-10 Nov 68: l::Xovided helicopter support for 1':le 3rd MarDiv. 

11 Nov 68: l'.Iission 401 aocounted for the moving of 874 trocps, 
in 145 sorties and 10 tasks for 39 hours of flight 
tilne. The troops were moved from Vandergrift to 
YD0634, YDo436, Y]0632 and irOIl! XI9644 to XD7553 
and from XD7553 to Hill 691. 2 Huey gunships pro­
vided air cover. 

12 Nov 68~ YR-31 (Catt1ecAJl 5-11) took 5 hits of small arms 
fire at YDQ92C, near Con Thien, ~nd proceeded to 
land at ConThien to repair battle damage. No in­
juries occured and the rest of the day Was in support 
of the 3rd J.VJarDiv. 

13 Nov 68: ruvwJ.-16l flew 381 sorties, 195 tasks, oa=ryir.g 1198 
troops and 55.4 tons of oargo for 84.6 hours, aoo­
on1'1ishi.ng mission 401 and 402 for the 3rd liJarDiv. 
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One aircraft received small arms fire at XI6757 
resulting in 2 minor wounds of crew nembers but 
the aircraft was safely brought home. 

14 Nov 68: Erovided heUoepter sUpport for the 3rd l'larDiv. 

15 Nov 68: HMN-161 flew 415 sorties, 221 tasks carrying 894 
troops 88 tons of cargo for 86.4 holt~s of flig:-,t 
time. Mission 402 carried troops from Camp Carrol 
to XDJ462, YD:l.753 to YD1346 and YD1754 to YDl.447 
&nall. arms fire was ,rGceivl;)d at. YJ.1346:p.n2 YIiJ..44JJ. 
and f1ro "ms roturn8G by th~ ·transpc,rts. No :'\amage" 
cr casunltio.s tc frionrll:i.es. -3 .. flights cf fi~o(­
wing C'..n:~_4 Hu()y's 'pr(NiCiod -'iir. ccver. 

16-17 Nov 68 ~ Provided helioopter support for the 3rd l'hrDiv. 

18 ;Tov 68: }1i.ssion 203/505 called for an emergency recon ex­
tract at XDj:Z49. Heavy ground fire took p~ace 
wi thin 50 Heters of the zone b1;t the team Was succ­
essfully recovered without casualtiesooollriilg and 
only 1 hit was taken by the piokup aircraft. 

19 Fov 6S: PrOVided helico:l;>ter support for the 3rd MarDiv. 

20 rov 68: HHtvI-l6l supplied 6 aircraft to J.ltlG-16 for oper­
ation l\'.li.!:JillE RIVl!IR, in support of the 1st liiarDiv. 
Four of the six aircraft took :'1i ts in the vicinity 
ofAT999569, two of which had to make precaution­
ary landings a.t Hill 55 to inspect battle damage. 
All six aircraft returned to (.,l:lang Tri at 'comp­
letion of the lift. 66 sorties, 21 tasks carrying 
277 troops for 27.5 hours supported this mission. 

21 Hoy 68: mm"-161 flew 383 sorties, 205 t·aaks carrying 1773 
troops, 27.5 tons of cargo for 80.4 hours in support 
of the 3rd Ma,rDiv. Cattlecall 92-7 answered a dis­
tress call of an army CH-47 who had an engine flame 
out at Yn)640. Cattlecall 92-7 rendered assistanoe 
by inserting a reactionary force by the downed ai~­
cra.ft and then flew in 4 barrels of JP-4 fuel so tne 
CH-47 could lift out before nightfall. No fire in­
cidents occured. 

22 Nov 68~ :rv.ti.saion 401/402 flew 121 sorties, 80 ,taaka oarry­
ing 700 troops for 36.5 hours. 4 Huey gunships 
were used for air cover with one of them exper- . 
iencing engine failure and crashing. Cattleoall ",.r''':'',';:-'' 
92-8 recovered tbe Wlhurt orey. t',~~~~\~;, (~. 
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2~-25 Nov 68: Provided helicopter support for the 3rd MarDi-v. 

26 Nov 68: Walnut Hill 3, 4, 5 (Cattlecall aircraft) inserted 
a reactionar,y force at YDo96135. The force was 
withdrawn in the after.noon with negative results. 

27 -29 Nov 68: Provided helioopter support for the 3rd ~!}1v. 

30 NJV 68: Mission 403 (4 OH-.46 , s) flew 144 sorties, 75 
tasks, oarrying 852 troops and 7 tons of oargo for 
30 hours of flight time. Troops were taken from 
Vandergrift to YlX>99233 and YDo42249. Other ~ 
were taken· from YDo42249 and YDo}8281 bao& to Van 
derggrift. 2 Huey's and 2 OV-IOA.' 6 p.1Xlvidoo air 
oover. 
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