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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOFTER SQUADRON 161

QUANG TRI, REFUBLIC-OF SOUTH VIETNAM
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BART I (U) Organizational Data
e Commend and Staff (U)

Commanding Officer LtCol., PAUL W, NIESEN 1 Nov to 8 Nov 68.
ItCol. DAVID L. ELAM 9 Nov to 30 Nov 68

Eyecutive Officer Major JOSEPH L. FEITER 1 Nov to 30 Nov 68

S-2 Officer Capt. TIMOTHY H. SItE 1 Nov %o 30 Nov 68
S-3 Offioer- " Major Mvm L. GRO:Ii)IS 1 Nov to 30 Nov 68
Safety Officer cliapt;‘ MILTON T. WARRING 1 Nov to 8 Nov. 68
| _ 15tLt, ROBERT W. MULLINS 9 Nov to 30 Nov 68
NADORS Officer dapti RUDOLPH H. FAHRNER 1 Nov to 30 Nov 68
SgtMajor . Sgtdej, JOHN H. GOODFELLOW 1 Nov to 30 Nov 68
b, Designation/location (U)

Merine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161, Provisionsl Marine Lire
craft Group 39, lst Marine dircraft Wing, FMFPAC, Quang Tri,
Republic of Vietnam,

Ce dverage Strength (C)

fficers hssigned (Navel &viators) 47
Officers issigned (Ground) 4
Officers Assigned (Navy) : 1
Enlisted Strength 193
Total Strength 245

do  Important Visitors (U)

Important visitors to HMM-161 during the month of November
1968, were BGen. HOMER 5. HILL Asgistant Commander 1st
Marine sircraft Wing, and Gen. GARRETSON, Agsistant Division’
Commander, Task Force Hotel.

o

w1 T I1 Narrative Surmary (C)

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161 provided the following heli-
oopter services for the 3rd Marine Division, the majority of vhich
supported operations Lancaster II and Scotland IT.

Statistiess 26,425 'troops/passengers carried, 925.8 tons of cargo
transported, 1375 personnel medically evacuated, 3.
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reconnaissance teams inserted and 35,.team§ sxtracte
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The aforementioned support resulted in 1749.0 flight hours, 7300 sorties,
flown and 5600 tasks accomplished, The squadron was fragged for 176
migsions of which 173 were completed for a mission completion rate of
98% per cente )

PART IIT Significant Bvents (C)

1 Nov 68: HMI-161 flew 325 sorties, 183 tasks carrying 1708
troops and 2543 tons of cargo for over 78 hours of
-flight time mostly supporting mission 401/ 402 of
the 3rd MarDiv.

2-4 Nov 68¢ Provided helicopter suppbrt for the 3rd MarDiv,

5 Nov 68: HMM-161 provided support for resupply of Vandergrift
Combat Base for the 3rd MarDiv, 184 sorties, 103
tasks, carrying 266 troops, 34.2 tons of cargo, 47
medevacs for a total of 48,1 flight hours.

6=7 Nov 68: Provided limited helicopter support for the 3rd
MarDiv, due to inclement wea,ther.

8 Nov 68: HMM-161 flew 286 sorties, 116 tasks, carrying 1035
troops, 3049 tons of cargo, 45 medevac for 61.7 fllght
hours, This was mostly in support of missien 401
transporting troops from YDO532 to XDB248, XD9239
to YD3536, XD3840 to YD0O29, XI9531 to YI0l32.

One small arms fire incident took place with no
depmage or injuries occuring. 4 Huey gunships pro-
vided cover. The squadron held a change of command
today at 1530 with the Assistant Wing Commander
Lssistant Commander Task Force Hotel and Commanding
(fficer Frovliag=39.in attendance.

9~10 Nov 68: FProvided helicopter support for the 3rd MerDiv,

11 Nov 68: Mission 401 accounted for the moving of 874 trocps,
in 145 sorties and 70 tasks for 39 hours of flight
" time. The troops were moved from Vandergrift %o
YD0634, YDO436, YD0632 and from X944 to XDT7553
and from XD7553 to Hill 691. 2 Huey gunshipe pro-
vided air cover.

12 Nov 68: YR-31 (Cattlecall 5-11) took 5 hits of small arms
fire at YDO92(, near Con Thien, and proceeded tc
land at ConThien to repair battle damage. No in=-
juries occured and the rest of the day was in support
of the 3rd MarDiv.

13 Nov 68: HMM-161 flew 381 sorties, 195 tasgks, carrying 1198
troops and 55.4 *tcns of oargo for 84. 6 hours, acc-
on;lish.mg mission 401 and 402 for the 3rd MarD:.v.
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One aircraft received small arms fire at XD6757
resulting in 2 minor wounds of crew members but
the aircraft was safely brought home.

14 Nov 68: Irovided helicepter support for the 3rd MarDiv.

15 Nov 68: HMM-161 flew 415 sortiem, 221 tasks carrying 894
troops 88 tons of cargo for 86.4 hourg of flight -7
times Mission 402 carried troops from Camp Carrol
to XD9462, YD1753 to YD1346 and YD1754 to YD1L447
dmall arms fire was Xeceived at. Yul346°an’ YIN447
and fipo vwas returned by the-transperts.  Nc damage
cr casualties tc fricndlies. .3 flights cf fixed .-
wing anl 4 Huey's provided air. ccver.

16-17 Nov 68: Provided helicopter support for the 3rd4 MarDiv,

18 Jlov 68:; M.ssion 203/505 called for an emergency recon ex-
tract at X09249. Heavy ground fire tcok place
within 50 neters of the zone but the team was suce-
essfully recovered without casualties ocouring and
ohly 1 hit was taken by the pickup aircraft.

19 Yov 68: Provided helicobter support for the 3rd MarDiv,

20 Fov 68: HMM-161 supplied 6 aircraft 1o MiG-16 for oper-
ation MEADE RIVER, in support of the lst MarDiv,
Four of the gix aircraft took aits in the vicinity -
of 41999569, two of which had to make precaution-
ary landings at Hill 55 to inspect battle damage.
411 six aircraft returned to Quaang Tri at -comp-
letion of the 1ift. 66 sorties, 21 tasks carrying
277 troops for 27.5 hours supported this mission.

21 Nov 68: HMM-161 flew 383 sorties, 205 *asks carrying 1773
troops, 27.5 tons of carge for 80.4 hours in support
of the 3rd MarDiv. Cattlecall 92-~7 answered a dise
tress call of an #rmy CH-47 who had an engine flame
out at YD0640, Cattlecall 92-7 rendered assistance
by inserting a reactionary force by the downed air-
craft and then flew in 4 barrels of JP-4 fuel so the
CH-47 could 1ift out before nightfall. No fire in-
cidents occured.
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Hov 68: Migsion 401/402 flew 127 sorties, 80 tasks carry-
ing T00 troops for 36.5 hours, 4 Huey gunships
were used for air cover with one of them exper-
ienecing engine fajlure and crashing. Cattlecall

92-8 recovered the unhurt qrev. ;ﬁﬁwv
| comy;nmﬁﬁk&:@w .
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2%=25 Nov 68: Provided helicopter support for the 3rd MarDiv,

26 Nov 68: Walnut Hill 3, 4, 5 {Cattlecall aircraft) inserted
a reactionary force at YD096735. The force was
withdrawn in the afternoon with negative results,

27-29 Nov é8: Provided helicopter supporf for the 3rd MerDiv,

30 Nov 68: Mission 403 (4 CH-46's) flew 144 sorties, T5
, tasks, carrying 852 troops and 7 tons of cargo for
30 hours of flight time. Troops weré teken from
Vandergrift to YD099233 and YD042249, Other itxoeps
were taken from YD042249 and YDO38281 back to Van
dergerift. 2 Huey's and 2 OV-10A's provided air
oover, A
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