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MARINE HEDIUM HELICORPTER SQUADRON 161
Provisional Marine Aircraft Croup 39
1st ilarine Aircraft Wing, FHFPAC
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From: Commanding Officer _

To: . Commandant of the Marine Corps (Coce AAZ)

Via: (i) Commanding Officer, "rovisional Marine Aircraft Group 39
(2) Commanding CGeneral, First Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPAC

Subj: COMMAKD CHROWOLOGY

Ref: (a) MCO 5750,24
b) 100 5750.1

c) FHFPACO 5750.8

el \/(1) COLdwilD CHROMOLOGY for weriod 1 through 31 Ilé.rch 1969

1. In accordance with references (a) through (c), enclosure (1) is
submitted,
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PART I. Organizational Data (U)

&,

b.

Command and Staff (U)

Commanding Officer ., LtCol D, L. ELAM .. 1 = 31 Mar 69

Exeoutive Officer .. Major C. E., THOMPSON .1 ~ 31 Mar 69

E
S-3 Officer sesevsee M&jor Ro W. GA-RR ’s l - 31 Mar 69
T

S=2 Officer seeeses. 1stlt R, T. GAGNON .1 ~ 31 Mar 69
S"‘ll. Officer .. cesmoee Major C D- RIOR.DAN 1l - 31 Mar 69
Meintensnce= Of icer Mmjor J, S, LOUP .. 1 = 31 Mar 69
Safety Cfficor vo.se Coph Po D, ALFORD , 1 - 31 liar 69
NATOP3 Offz.'-er eseea Capt T. H, SUITH .. 1 = 31 Mar 69
f"bx’Iuj Lcedmctsaneete Sgtl.l.aj J. H. GOOD rab-hd: 1 - )1 I.Iﬂr 69

Designation/lLocation (U)

Marine Medium Heliconter Squadron 161, “rovisional Marine
Aircraft Group 39, lst Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPAC,
Quang Tri, Bepublic of South Vietnam.

Average Strength (C)

 Officers Assigned (Naval Aviators) .... Lk
" Officers Asslgned (G’rou.nd) eessecsnsans h
’*Oiflcers As&lgned (Navy) sosaboecsporens i

o Enllsted E'l;reng'l;h besssantasairnsnisnns 17

"

Total S‘bl‘el‘lgth l.l.o.....l....l.l‘.l‘.l 223

Imwrtant VlSl‘bOI‘S (U)

Thern were no mportant ns:.tors to Marine Med:.un Heli-'
copter Squadron 161, during the peried 1, March through
31 March 1969.
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suppo;tud Jneratlons DENEY CANYQNi
MATNE' 'C’?AI G. FSipnlehentey SEATes wel
of the Army's Sth, Mechanlzed Brlgade.

553 8 tons .of cargo trans-
éyabuated, 10 reconaissance

POI‘tf‘d 883 persqnn
“toams ingerted, 8 ; to

12870 fllf‘h‘b hours 34 hgh sortles ‘flown and 1,8L3 tasks
S aocoml:.shed. The squadron was frawed for 110 missions of
- . wh:l_cﬁ .LCT were comglgtgd fOI‘ 4 lGOm"Wlotlon rate of 97%
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PART ITI. Significant Events (C) ' e m

1Var - FH’F*-»lél flew 56.9 flight hours despite low ceilings and poor
5ibilisy. Twe aircraft performed 3 Recon inserts and
exuracts. Two VH0-6 aircraft prouucd cover vhile a third
V-5 aircraft ran fixed wing in the arca of (YD 175-085).
o lead bird of HMi-i4l extracted +wo teams that had been
i acntact for 3 days. They were extracted under poor
weather conditions and nostile fire,

HEf~161 aircraft participated in a 1lift of approximately
180 ARV‘\I troops making up a recon element p.:.us thelr U. S,

ﬂ uuu\; gmshlps p;o\j.dod cover while three COVEY
soovdinated fixad wing support. All aireraft -
¢ with two Hi=15l alvarelt taking hits.
s wambers of the second aircraft rceeived
£11 aircraft were able to B while the
it locabcd a safe recovery area and landed.
& fire ineddents, puur mathnr conditions
'*nd wisatisfactory landing zcnes, the mission was completed,

2 Mar -~ HMii~i61 orerations were severely hamoered by weather in the
objective araa, The weather lifted slightly in the late
afternoon permitting 6 loads of cxternal resupplies, and
the medical ovacuationof 21 lMarines.

[ii-1.61 elrcrait participated on a mission in support of
~Operation; DEAEY. CANYON flying L6.0 flight hours. 176
s67Eies were flown while 92 tasks were completed., The

. eight CH-h6D's ¢carried 5.3 tonsqof - cargo w:Lth gun; surmort
promded by VMO-6. . o i ;

Two u:chraft of ‘Eih-lél -‘launched on a-_Recon mlss:mnxcommlet-
ing 18 sorties and L .tasks.: They inserted .3 Reconiteams .and -
exbra,.,ed one, \runsh:Lp coveracre wag:provided; by V1\10—6
; v : . L

4 Mar - 5 *uaurun oaeratlonu wero agaln hamnered by poor weather
copdditions. Two aireraft-launched on-an -emergency.-Med+Evac
to (ID:138-132). . Supporting.aircraft. were of. VHO~6 who .,
nro* “daed cL1r1:)orne coverage. : The..greund element had:been
ambushad early that morning and; ;had-. 9-emergencies, 2 prior-
ity @nd 1-Killedeine Action.. . When the aircraft-arrived on
staticn, the ground.forces Were. stlll -in, contacts-, The lead
bird went into the zone .and got. all ‘Med=Evacs’ on, board and
1iftzd . out,. takmg flre most of the: ime and mceiv:l.ng one (1) .
hit. ThL chase: alrcraft then went

. .. emsrgency supply of.ammmnition, ,The alrcrai‘t tnok f:Lre going

" into. the-zcne.and coming, out but re sceived. 10, hits.
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6 Har -

Hi~161 flew 25.6 flight hours comnleting 58 sorties, 19 -
tasks and carried 181 passengers and carried 1.0 tons of
caxne in supnort of Operstions DEWEY CAIYON, Two CH-L6D's
complatnd h routine Recon inserts and three extracts.
Sapporting gunships were from ViO-6, Overations were

limited cue to doteriorating weather conditions.

HMH-161 flew a total of only 17.9 flight hours .due to weather.
In attempting to plck up priority passengers con an emergency

- resupply mission in support of Operaticn DEWEY CANYON, 1stLt

T, H. POWELL was seriously wounded .by one of two ,50 caliber
rounds which hit the aircraft. The co-pilot, Captain P. D,
ALFOHD flew the aircraft back to Quang Tri where he executed a.
GCA and dcllvcred Lt. POVJLLL to the Third Medical Battalion,

Also wh:.lc flying in support of Oper“t:.on DEWEY CANYON B
ItCol. D. L. ELAM (C.O. HMM-161) spotted an enemy mortar
position which had been firing at the nosition he was re=-
supplying. LtCol EL&M effectively silienced the mortar
position with tho uge of his gunners and adjusted artilley

~ W:Lth the result of two probable eneny KIA.

M[I-lél operations were agam hampered by low ceilings and
poor V1s:1.b111ty. Four aircraft on a paradrop resupply
nission’ in supnort of Operation DEWEY CABYQN were ablé to
spircl down through heles in the cleuds and pick up Med-

" Evaes end priority passengers. Waile delivéring a load
in-the (19-40) grid, one aircraft reccived heavy SAF and

intense mortar fire in the ZOne, but sustained no hits or

ingury to the crew.

. I’u.x_-lél onek atlrns were again limited due to min:l.mal weather.

i tactical troop 1lift for HII-161 was cancelled due to bad

weather, 10.8 flight hours were flown cn Med-Evac missions

in sumport of the Third Marine Division., 4 total of 9

: casualtles were evacuated to nedlcal facilltles.

10 licy. -

Hi{-161 launched two glrcraft cn a troop lift augnentlng
H4i-262 in order to 1lift a reconaiSsance elerient out of the

(1,6-00) gfr:.d. Supportmg ounsh:.ps were prov:.ded by N0-6,.

Twa alrcraft enroute to- VAI\TD}:.RGR]IT Conbat Base were divert-
©d on an eriergency‘Recon extract at (XD 825-606). The extrgct

-~ was made without inc:.dent. VMO-6 orov:Lded airbome cover,

11 Mar -

HIIM—lél oacrn.tlk hs were ‘seve rely hampered by poor weather
and visibility. One-sircraft received .50 caliber and -
SL&F from the (82-60) grid, taking hits in ooth stub wings. -
Ho J,nJuries werc Sustained by the crew.

5 : Enclosu.m (2)
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15 Mar

18 Mer.
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again hampered Squadron onerutlons. Low ceilings
P 1lity left the field open to IFR trafflc only.

}..

N

rivcrraft on resupv . At 10208, 2 air-
2 on an emergency resupply to L2 SIERIU\ The
ave o also extract numerous Med-Evacs at the LZ,
jweraft piloted by LtCol. B. Lo ELAM (C.O. HMh-lél)
5Ty, Mo FOWNEARTY  arrived at ’mo position and dropred

: cly in the zoua. : : 8 mortar
Lhe modr ol thp Al Corozman
ceriousiy wou : Chief.
ohs were alse gL 5

1. a iA
ition was under muz*'w,r attc‘cx s
ev: enatad by hellcopter:

Lol “‘ro*" dnd 6 aircraft for-a tactlcul troop 1lift in
s.1'mo:r, of Operation DEWEY CANYCN, Fiying 125-sorties in
S5ho9 flight hotrs the CH-li6D!s cempleted 69 tasks. They
carried hBl troops and 17.1 tons of cargd.:. Sup’)ortlng
aircraft were two OV-10's of VMO~G,

IFR weather again hanoered flight, operations of this squadron,

HHM-161 lounched 8 aircraft on a tactical troon 1ift in

¢t of the Third Marine Division's Operation DEWEY

0N, The aireraft Were launched -in IFR weather and
iagteanent climbouts were made to the tactical area.:. The
aww:::.i‘t flew a total of 23,0 flight hours and carrled only
28 possengers due to severe weather.

'

U361 aircraft participated in completing Operation |

TTY CLIEON. 56 troops were extracted from the operaticnal
) along with 5 tons of cargo. 411 aircraft received fire
at vox iou° tines during the removal of troops. One aircreft
was hit by two rounds of .50 caliber fire at (YD 955-655):
whils at* crpting to hoist Med-Evacs out of the zone. One

P
o
o
<

=

gunner rece ived minor injuries,

Today HilM-161 partlc:.oated in an assault troop lift into
LZ PLSSPORT (XD 797-228), with VMO=6 gunships and jet attack .
aircraft providing cover in supvort of Operation MAINE CRAIG.
During the zone preép, attack aircraft destroyed one .50 i
caliber positions One CH-LED received one hit of SAF caums-’
ing limited damage. 382 trocps and 6,0 tons of cargo were
carried into the strike zone.
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an T”ﬂ’c‘ -~ MMM-161 participa*:ed in 2 Battalion sized assault

. cn L7 ARGOINE 1777.573).  Enery resistance was heavy as three
aiveraft svstaine n.s.ts,, Ore aircraft had the controls
damagad and s 4 “wlend at (725~525), . The crew was

picksd up and the aircralt was later rec vered by a CH-5L

Sly=0rana, .. The other airveralt within the. Jlight that suse

'l:a‘vned hits continuved the mission. The 11..Lo was completed

with a to'bal of SOo r,roops moved into the o )e“atlorwal area.

i "-{’.61 also 7rov:.ded a troo‘a llft in- .>1.11“Jor of Operatlon
HMATHE CRAIG, moving 131 troops. The squadron was supported

by several.- fm.r;hfﬁ of fixed wing in-addi t:Lon to armed Huey
Euwms and OV-].O'S of W10m6 C

21=-22 Mar = For 0 dnjs Hm/I—lSl <.11~<,ra- _,launc Lcd on asglgﬁna nissions
in supodort of the Third m.rlne D1v151on and completed all
riaslons as assigred, »

1L flew a tobtal off 75.1 flight hours during the day's
. ciloval commiaents, One aircraflt was shot down at - .
(D £28-628), The pilot, lstit €, D, HENDRICKS, was fatally
wounded by &. .50 caliber rownd whils trying to hoist out an
=ivac. No other crew members were injured.

&n eround the domsd heliconter

. The aireraft was later flowm oub

Coew .ed y Major J. S. LOOP,

23 Moy -

2. Tt
WA YW

AL TN Can

211-25 Mo -~ H]‘ﬂ\f-lél flow hellco 1t,er sumort for the Th:er Marlne DJ.V:LSion.

28 Yar ~ Hlm-lél launched . 8 alrcraft on a tc.ctical troou lift in:
su_aj_vo_m, of the Th:er Marine Division.on Operation MAINE
CRLIG. * They fisw.a total of L3.7 flight hours, flying .
13% sorties, carrying 56.7 tons of cargo and 13l passengers
. for a tohal of L2 tasks, Med-Evac aircraft conducted an
energency’ evacuatlon of 7 emergenues . 3. prlorlties and
1 permanent, - - - Do . , . .

27 Har - HT-161 flew )42 sortles, 23 tasks s curry:.ng 2!40 troops and
5.6 tons of cargo for a total of 35.2 flight hours in supoort
. of Oeration NiINE CRAIG. .Supworting:aircraft of VMO~G, -
Viid~2 and fixed wing elements.provided airborne securlty.
When inserting the troops into the (oh3-6LL) grid, the air=
ereft received fire but sustained rio hlts. The lift wag
Lo . completed: Losoltc enemy flre. ST e A v
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Canc: Apr 00
HDBul 1601
HDS-1

28 Mar 00

HISTORY AND MUSEUMS DIVISION BULLETIN 1601

From:Security Chief, Marine Corps History and Museum Division
To: Disgtribution List

Subj :MCHC DUTY ASSIGNMENT FOR THE PERIOD OF 1 Mar 00-31 Mar 00
Ref: (a) HDO 1601.1E

1. Purpose. To establish a list of watch standards for the period

of 1 Mar 00-31 Mar 00.

2. Action.

Marine

The Below listed personnel are assigned as the Duty
and Duty Driver for the MCHC on the dates indicated and
will be guided in their duties by the reference.

Dates Day Duty Marine Duty Driver
01 Mar 00 Wednesday LCpl Nelson LCpl Ohnstad
02 Mar 00 Thursday Cpl Cardio LCpl Nelson
03 Mar 00 Friday Sgt Benjamin Cpl Cardio
04 Mar 00 Saturday LCpl Ohnstad NONE

05 Mar 00 Sunday LCpl Nelson NONE

06 Mar 00 Monday LCpl Nelson LCpl Ohnstad
07 Mar 00 Tuesday Sgt Smith LCpl Nelson
08 Mar 00 Wednesday LCpl Ohnstad Cpl Cardio
09 Mar 00 Thursday SSgt Cousins LCpl Ohnstad
10 Mar 00 Friday Cpl Cardio LCpl Nelson
11 Mar 00 Saturday Cpl Cardio NONE

12 Mar 00 Sunday Sgt Benjamin NONE

13 Mar 00 Monday LCpl Nelson Cpl Cardio
14 Mar 00 Tuesday SSgt Johannes LCpl Ohnstad
15 Mar 00 Wednesday Sgt Benjamin LCpl Nelson
16 Mar 00 Thursday LCpl Nelson LCpl Ohnstad
17 Mar 00 Friday LCpl Ohnstad LCpl Nelson
18 Mar 00 Saturday SSgt Johannes NONE

19 Mar 00 Sunday SSgt Cousins NONE

20 Mar 00 Monday SSgt Cousins LCpl Ohnstad
21 Mar 00 Tuesday LCpl Ohnstad Cpl Cardio
22 Mar 00 Wednesday LCpl Ohnstad LCpl Nelson
23 Mar 00 Thursday Sgt Benjamin Cpl Cardio
24 Mar 00 Friday Cpl Cardio LCpl Ohnstad
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Subj :MCHC DUTY ASSIGNMENT FOR THE PERIOD OF 1 Mar 00-29 Mar 00

Dates

25 Mar 00
26 Mar 00
27 Mar 00
28 Mar 00
29 Mar 00
30 Mar 00
31 Mar 00

Dax

Saturda
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesd
Thursda
Friday

Duty Marine

Yy S5gt Johannes
SSgt Cousins
LCpl Nelson

SSgt Johannes
ay LCpl Ohnstad
Y Cpl Cardio

Sgt Benjamin

Duty Driver

NONE

NONE

LCpl Ohnstad
LCpl Nelson
Cpl Cardio
LCpl Ohnstad
LCpl Nelson

3. Changes to this duty roster will be coordinated with the
Security Chief.

DISTRIBUTION:
Cognizant Personnel
NDW Security

NDW Ops

Security Chief
Duty Binder
Bulletin Board

M. D. COUSINS
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Cousins SSgt Michael D

From: Craig LtCol Leon
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2000 2:24 PM
To: Johannes SSgt Robert A; Cousins SSgt Michael D; Dyer GS12 John T

Subject: FW: ART for MGEN FIELDS OFFICE:

SSgt Cousins,
I did not read this request until 1420 today. Lt Patilo is on emerly, therefore, no action has been taken on this request.
Please coord with Mr. Dyer first thing Monday AM. Thanks. R/S LCjr

From: Dyer G812 John T

Sent: Friday, February 25, 2000 7:41 AM

To: Craig LtCol Leon

Ce: Patillo 2ndLt Katrina D; Sullivan LtCol Robert J
Subject: FW: ART for MGEN FIELDS OFFICE

Sir, Is there a chance of getting a MCHC vehicle to transport four art and myseif to the Pentagon today, Friday, 25 Feb 00,
wait for about 40 minutes and take me back to MCHC?

-----Qriginal Message-----

From: Powalski Maj Cathy M

Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2000 5:19 PM
To: Dyer GS12 John T

Cc: Allen Maj Scott A

Subject: RE: ART for MGEN FIELDS OFFICE
Sir,

Please fax the info. | am CERTAIN Maj Denning's replacement, Maj Allen, will be happy to account for the art work :)

Please have an MCHC vehicle deliver. Thank you!

vr/s,
Maj P.
----- Original Message-—--
From: Dyer G512 John T
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2000 4:07 PM
To: Powalski Maj Cathy M
Cc: Sullivan LtCol Robert J; Monigan Col Michael F; Craig LtCol Leon
Subject: ART for MGEN FIELDS OFFICE

Dear Major Powalski, MGEN Fields visited MCHC on Friday, 18' Feb 00. He selected three art and opted for a fourth
on logistics.

The four pieces are in my office if you wish to arrange to pick it up, OR, I'l request an MCHC vehicle to carry them to
you.

Since Major Denning left we've had no replacement RO appomted If | FAX you an RO and Transport form would you
be able to effect such an assignment? Please send your FAX number.

It's not necessary to wait for the RO assignment before you advise on the pickup. VR, JT Dyer
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