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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTLR SQULIRON 161
Provisional Marine Adrcraft Group 39
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FF2L
F?0 San Francisco 96602

From: Comx k-nd:_ng Officer

3 :JiBmbb
5750
5 Hay 1969

To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A“Z)

Via:

(1) Commanding Officer, Provisional lMarine ircraft Group 39

(2) Commanding General, First Marine Adircraft Wing, FMFPAC.

Subj: COHLND CHRONOLOGY

Ref: (a) HMCO 5750.20
(b) #CO 5750.1
(c) WIFR.CO 5750,8

Encl: %(1) Command Chronology for period 1 through 30 lpril 1969

1. In accordence with references (a) through (c), enclosure (1) is

submitted.
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COMLLND CIROFOLLGY OF - ©
M JHE MEDIUH HBLICO:TER SQUADROT 161
QUiNG TRI, REPUBLIC OF SOUTH VIETHAM -

1 APRIL THIROUGH 30 AJRIL 1969
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PiRT I. Orgonisational Data (U)

a,

be

Coe

de

Commond md Staff (U)

Comionding Officer seeee
Executive Officer sceees
Expcutive Officer secsree
S=3 Officer ‘
Se3 Cfficer
Se2 Officer
S«l Officer
S-).L Officer esevevionany
Maintonance Officer se..
S&fety Of:icer eovesvese
ILtTO-LS Officer *eseas vy
W05 OFT1iClY eeevecoss

Sgﬁ.‘iaj [ ENRE ERN N XN RN NNENJ

esevssscosas
esecverbisne
se0gsciveene

teseossbvacee

LtCol D,
Major C_-
Hajor 2.

Major R.
Major R.

1stLt R,
Major C.
Gapt, v,
Major dJ.
Cant T,
lstLt V.

R

=

é

ELATM seesee
THCHPSOH ..
CiaRt eseace
CLill savaae
J-‘-D-{JE essee
GAAHON seue
R.IORDL:‘I see
:”LLFORD oo
LOOP evsese

1 - 30 Apr 69
1 - 25 ipr 69
26 - 30 ipr 69
1 - 25 Apr 69
26 ~ 30 Apr 69
1 = 30 Apr 69
l- 25 Apr 69
26 - 30 ipr 69
1 - 30 &ipr 69
LLFORD ... 1 = 30 Lpr 69
SIIITEi ssens 1 - 5 ‘-'Lpr 69
GEm eassuee 6 - 30 A},'Jr 69

Sgtlaj J. H. GOCDFELLOW 1 - 30 Lpr 69

Designction/Location (U)

Marine Hedium Helicopter Squadron 161,

Provisional liarine

Adreraft Group 39, 1lst liarine idrcraft Wing, NWFRLC,
Queng Tri, flepublic of South Vietnam.

Lverage Strength (C)

Officer Assigned (aval dviators) ....
"Officer Assigned (Ground)
 Officer hssigned (avy) seeeivevcccece

Enl.iS'de GemtemsssssacssveesbrrsrevEce 1

Ttml Stmngth‘..l......‘l;.l;l.l.ﬂi.l‘

Important Visitors (U)

1)

2o

233

There Were no ‘ix'npo_rtant_ visitors to llorine Hedium Holicopter
Squadron 161 curing the period 1 - 30 April 1969. :
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PIRT II. Narrative Sumery

liarine lledium Helicopter Squadron 161 provided helicopter
support for the Third Marine Division, the majority of
which sunnorted Operations AJLJ.LIE CRATIG, PURPLE MiRTIN and
the 2nd LIVN Division,

Statistics: 6,552 troops/assenger carried, T16.6 tons of cargo
' transnorted, 891 persomnel medically evacuated, no
. reconaicsance teams :Lnserteo, while 1 team ex‘brac‘oed.

This support resulted in 1,146.0 flight hours, 3,726
sortisa flown and 2,h08 tasks accomplished. The
squzdron was frogg ed for 125 missions of which 123
were completed for a completion rate of 9B.L%.
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PART III, Significant Events (C)

1 ipr « HTie161 flew 120 sorties, completing 61 tasks, carrying
327 troops/passengers and 19.0 tons of cargo during L3.1
flight hours in supvort of Cperations IILIN CRLIG and
PURPLE IMLRTIN. Two aircraft were fired upon, with one

© . taking five hits: llone of the crew or passcngers were
injured and the plane was flowm to Quang Tri and repaired,

2 Lpr = Due to poor visibility and low ceilings HiLI-161 only
. flew 112 sorties, completing 60 tasks, carrying 135
troopoand 19,5 tons of cargo while flying 41,6 hours,

3 Lpr - HI-161 flew 157 sorties corpleting 03 tasks carrying
617 troons and 5.8 tons of cargo while flying 53.h hours.

b Lpr e lgain wecther hampered flight operations. HLI-161 flew
_ Th sorties, completing 42 taslks carrying 201 troops and
44,3 tons of cargo while flying 22.6 flight hours,

5 Lnr - HI-161 flew 20 sorties comnleting 16 tasks carrying 42
troops, L.6 tons of cargo in 11,0 hours of flight tinme,
Yeather severely hampered flight opcrations.

6 fpr = . normal day of resupwply. HZi-161 flew 111 sorties
© Completing 65 tasks carrying 1L5 troops and 33,8 tons
‘of cargo in 32.7 flight hours,

7 Apr - While flying mission 401, Hi=161 flew 253 sorties
comsteting 119 tasks while cairrying 675 troops and 13.6
tons of cargo while flying 61.6 flight hours, the
majority of which were in support of Operstion HNMAINE
CR:IG,

<
5
p)

* = T4ie161 flew 38.6 hours of resupply and HedeDvac missions,
The Sguacron flew 126 sorties complebing 65 tasks carry-
ing 128 troops and 25 tons of corzo along with 13 led-

. Dwac wiseions carrying 9 emergency, 17 priority and 29
routine Med-ivacs,

9 Lpr - Under poor weather conditions, IIi~-161 was able to
complete 107 sorties, 55 tasks while carrying 24,6 tons
of cargo and 131 troops. The Squadren C.0. (LtCol
D, L. 5LA) accomplished an extremely difficult emergoncy
tledeiicae mis.ion to 2 mountain-top landing zone, The
proble:s heding that the zong was hidden by clouds.

nelosuge (1)
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10 _xpr - While Il_,"lr'g ,-3 0 £light hours, I%Li-161 flew 97 sorties
completing 63 tasks while carrying 179 troops and
‘pas sengers and 11.5 tons of cargo. Fifteen lied-Evac
missions were flowm to.recover 1 emergency, 21 priority
and 23 routine Med-3vacs, {ne aircraft had to make a
precautionary landing due to mechanical troubles. The
crew was réscued by the chase bird and the downed aire
eraft was guurded dur:mg the night by a mechaninzed
section of the iimy.

11 Lpr ~ Llthough weather caused a delay in the launch, HI-161,
fregred for a 4Ol trooplift, flew 202 sorties completing
15l tasks carrying 1,222 trocps and passengers and 17.9
tons of cargo. One emergency Fucon extract was made
during the day's operations.

12 dpr -~ HMIL16L flew 105 sorties completing 105 tasks carrying
lSu vroops along with 57.6 tons of carge in Lh.5 flight
" hours, The Ned-ivac package carried three (3) wounded

20dts from XD 79-0l o Pask Force Hotel,

13 ipr - Fragred for resupply, the squalron flew 131 sorties
completing 6L tasks carrying 120 troops end passengers
end 22,7 tons of ca argo in L3.5 flight hours. A
SPAINCWTILNE Force of 60 men wes inserted by two
aircraft and three other transport aircralft into the
] 01-59 grid squazm.

1 ipr - Fragged for a LOL. trooplli"b, 6 aircrast of IBEN-161 flew
‘ trd hel:.copf»r assoult 1lifts. The assault landing zones
wverc PUSLT (YD 09-25) and FISTE (YD 03-28), There were
3256, cambat troops and one tan of cargo carried on the
a:l.rbome assault,

15 ipr -Due te a-:M«ylanned brooplift, aircreit utilization
was low, The squafron flew 115 sorties completing 63
tasks, carrying 322 troops znd 9.9 tons of cargo. The
Hpd=idvet backape completed three missions while carrying
‘21 led-ivecs, On anothey mission two H3{=-161 aircraft
were called apon to insert a fomward patrol to guard
& dowmed UH~1E, The patrol was used.because a securibty
force was not readily available, '

16 ipr - H1161 flew 140 sortiss ormlei.:_ng 77 tasks carrying
76 troons and 31.8 tons of cargo. Sleven Hed-lvac
xus‘*:l.ons were iloim to. recow,r a2 total of L8 ed«Lvacs.

LI ey P
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17 LApr - Poor visibility and ground fog greatly hindered flight
operations., [HE161 flew 127 sorties completing 90
taslks carrvying 118 trrops and 55.) tons of cargo.
Seven lled~frac misaisns were flown to extract 13
men needing medical assistance, Operations in the
XD 83-8L grid squere were hampercd by mortar fire,
however the resupnly was accomplished,

18 ipr - Hifim161 flew 99 sorties completing 58 tasks carrying
206 passengers and 10,5 tons of cargo, Eleven lkd-icac
missions were flown Lo carry 25 ledefvacs.

1 flew 100 sorties, 122 tasks carrying 210 troops
7 57,5 tons of cargo., On the qwlt lied=Bvac package,

Lrerefs delivered four loads of emergency resupply
! criracted 25 wounded persomnel. from an Army position
loc.,mr 4 at ¥D 11-62,

19 ipr = 1

ssupply and Med-fvac missions, HE-161 aircrafit

sorties comoleting 83 tasks carrying 223 pass-
engers and 18.3 tons of cargo. L6 persomel were
medically evacuated within 11 missions.

20 Lpp - Ty
fiew

e
(=)
190
do

Lo H
«S

21 Lpr - HELD 61 flew 123 sorties completing 77 tasks while
carrying 187 passengers and 36.3 tons of cargo. Hight
led-Evec missions were flown to rocover 32 wounded men,
in emsrgency extraction of a iecon team was made from
XD 905-605 at night with air cover provided by V0-6,

2 Lipr = Hit=161 flew 56 sorties completing 20 tasks carrying
165 passengers, [ive led-ivac missions were flown to
extract 3L led-fvacs, Vhile working a trooplift for
the 2nd AINVH Division into an assault zone, the first
sireraft into the zone was destroyed by a command
detonated mine with three ALUL. injuries. The seccnd
aircralt after returning his troops to the picke-up
noint returned to the assault zone and after having
to abort two avnroaches due bto heavy hostile fire was
able to get into the zone and hoist 14 of the iled-fvacs
from the zone.

The assault was tried again in the aftornoon by Army
helico: Jtexs into a dJ_fJ.L,.L‘Gn'b assault zone. One of the
frmqy UH-1H's was hit by a mine explosion and two HIL~161
aircrut lounched to recover the crew and passengers.

The lead aircraft took heavy ground fire and received

8 hits butb wes sble to extract the persommel. The CATTLE=
CALL aircraft was piloted by Major J. S. LOO“ and G

E, A, PARNELL (C.0. 1iaG=39), TRy
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23 Apr - Flying 105 sorties, completing L0 tasks, carrying L9l s
troops and 3.6 tons of cargo Hii-l6l carried out &«
full days onerations. Five led«ivac nissions were
completed evacuating 5 wounded,

Lgain WLi-161 was fragged for the assault of LZ JUHIOR
(YD 013-6L43 by troops of the 2nd ARVN Division. The
assault was completed despite heavy rifle and mortar
fire. The second aircraft into the zone was hit by
fire and ¥olled down the hill trapping the pilots.

The pilots were freed after 7 hours, but the co-pilot

@BEGY AL Injurite,
FecQue :

2} ipr - lamporod by weather, the squadron was only able to fly
54 sorties completing 36 tasks, carrring 65 passengers
and 0.5 tons of cargo, 51 Med-Evacs were carried on
21 missions.

Two aircraft were launched on a BALLD ZLGLE operation to
insert troo:ss around two Hifil-262 aircraft which had been
shot down at the YD 03-20 grid., After one load of troops
had been inserted in order to get the downed aircraft
Crevs 3 the troops and crews were extracted leaving
the aircraft in the field,

25 Lpr = 4 normal day of resupply and iede-ivac missions. The
squairon flew 123 sorties conmpleting 69 tasks carrying
157 troons and 35.0 tons of cargo., feven lMed-[vac
missions were completed.

26 ipr - Fli-161 flew 8L sorties completing L6 tasks carrying
62 passengers and 19,0 tons of cargo. The Hed-Lvac
sackage was lavnched on 6 missions and carried 59
Lied=livacs.

27 Apr - Flying resupply and an administrative trooplift the
squadron flew 105 sorties completing 55 tasks carrying
295 troops and 24,0 tons of cargo. One emergency lled-
“vac mission was carried out.

20 ipr - The day hegen at 0630 as the lbd-Ivac Paclage and 2
resunoly aircraft were launched on an emergency Med-Evac
iiission in support of the Army?!s 5th Mechanized Division.
The 1/77 Lirmer and 1/61 Infrantry hacd been ambushed at
their night nosition XD 795-63L,

During the day the squadron flew 103 sorties comdleting
6 tasks carrying 210 troops and 19.2 tons of cargo. 15
Hed=Ivac missions were flown to recover 52 persomel.

7= - L
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29 dpr - HL-161 flew 171 sorties, 97 tasks in L5k flight hours
carrying 334 troops and 39,0 tons of carzo. 31 men
were medicelly evacuated while flying 8 missions.

30 ipr - Flying 31.7 hours ILI-161 aireraft accomplished 70 tasks,
100 sorties while carrying 106 troops and 32.5 tons of
carge, Fourteen Med-Dvac missions were completed,
carrying & total of 30 persomnel,
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