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NI~RDrE HEDIUH Hi:1:LICO::?l':.tR SQUt...:J?-DN 161 
Provisional lfurine Lircr2..ft Qrooup 39 

1st Marine Aircraft lrJing, nUi':?l .. C 
F}O San Francisco 96602 

3 :JNB:mbb 
5750 
5 Hay 1969 

Commanding Officer 
Comli1£i.ndant of the 11arine Corps (Code Li~Z) 
(1) Commanding Officer, Provisional Harine Aircraft Qrooup 39 
(2) COTInllanding General, First Barine Aircraft Wing, FHFPAC. . 

COHi'i:JJD CHRONOLOGY 

Ref: (a) mo 5750.2..\ 
(b) 1'100 5750.1 
(c) FTlli'Pl.CO 5750.8 

Enel: \& (1) Collll.l1and Chronology" for period 1 through 30 f..Pl':l:l 1969 

1. In o..ccordanco with references (a) through (c), enclosure (1) is 
submi tt.ed. 
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?ART I. Organizational. Data (U) 

a. Comt11D.nd en d Staff (lJ) 
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CoTll'.iiD.nd.i.ng Officer ..... LtCol D. L. ELAN •••••• 1 .. 30 Apr 69 
Executive Officer •••••• Najor C. I~. THCl.fI-'SOH •• 1 .. 25 Apr 69 
Executive Officer •• ~ ••• lIajor I!. vi. C;lffi •••••• 26 .. 30 Apr 69 
S-3 Officer •••••••• ~ ••• Najor R. {rj. Cf~m1 •••••• 1 ... 25 Apr 69 
S-3 Officer ............. rfajor R. J. iillfJ:lS ••••• 26 - 30 Apr 69 
S-2 Officer •••••••••••• lstLt n. T. (ltHJUON •••• 1 - 30 iipr 69 
S-4 Officer •••••• ~ ••••• :Hajor C. D. UICRDLH ••• 1 ... 25 ,,\.pr 69 
S .. 4 Officer •••••••••••• Cupt 1'. D. ii.LFOIID •••• 26 ~ 30 :.pr 69 
Naintano.nce Officer •••• lfajor J. S. WOP •••••• 1 .. 30 l~pr 69 
St.fety Officer ••••••• at Cn)?t P. D. ":.LFOP..D •••• 1 ... 301 .. pr 69 
H,: .. TO:c'S Officer ••••••••• Ca:?t T. H. SHITH ••••• 1 .. 5 .[i.pr 69 
1JI/l'O.:S Officer ••••••••• lstLt V. R. GErm •••••• 6 ... 30 ~i.pr 69 
Sgt.Haj ••••••••••••••••• SgtHaj J. H. OOODll'ELLOl'l 1 .. 30 J~pr 69 

l-1aTins Hed.ium Helicopter Squadron 161, Provisional lIarine 
.tdrcraft Group 39, 1st Harine '::..iI-craft lJ:iJlg, J.i')'lFPAC, 
Qucng Tri, Hapublic of South Vietnam. 

c. l~vcragcr Strength (0) 

Officer I:..ssigned (1lavu1 Aviators) •••• 42 
Officer Assigned (Ground) ~.~ ••• ;..... 6 
Officer l~ssigned (lJavy) •• ~.;,.. •••••• • 1 
Enlisted ........... ' ........... ~ • • • • • • • • 184 

Ttoal Strength· •••••••••• ~ •• ~......... 233 

lmoortant Visitors ... I.· _. • (U) , 

There tl'ere rio important visitors ·to I1arine HediUlilHelicopter 
Sqund.ron. 161 during the period 1 - 30 April 1969. 
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Pi:.IlT II. Narrative S~ 

~larinc n~C~iUlil Helicopter Squadron 161 provided helicopter 
support for the ':'hird Narine Division, the majority of 
-vrhich su:<r~lortecl Operntions 11'\.nm CPJiIG, P'"LfHPLE U:J.RTnJ and 
the 2ncL LRiilJ Division. 

Statistics: 6~552 troops/passenger carried, 716 0 6 tons of cargo 
tJ:.'[,n8;)JJ~ted.9 891 personnel medically evacuated, no 
:recc\nai::s'}.l1ce teams inSerted, uhlio 1 team e:>..1:.racted. 
Th:i_s SUPPO!'t rGsulted in 1,Jl~6co flight hours, 3,726 
sorr,j~:, flO1-J!l and 2,ho8 tasks accom~1lished. '1'l1e 
squ:;-,clro.n ""JaS frr:,gged for 125 missions of vJhich 123 
"tmJ.~a completed for a completion' ~ate of 98 0 4% .. 
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PMtT III. Significant Events (C) 

1 Ii..pr .. HlIii-161 flau 120 sorties, completing 61 tasks, ca.rrying 
327 troops/passengers and 19.0 tons of cargo during 43.1 
flight hours in sUP)}ort of Operations l''u.I1J CIll~IG IJnd 
puHPm 1i.:":..llTJl'J. Tt'l10 aircrllft \-lara fired upon, with ona 
taking five hits i Hone of tho cre'l-l or pass0ngers 'We:i:'e 
injured and the plane was fl01111 to Quang Tri and repaired. 

2 1.pr .. Due to 1100r visibility and low ceilings H11:1-161 only 
flew 112 sorties" completing 60 tasks, carrying 135 
troopnQnd 19.5 tons of cargo uhile flying 41.6 hours. 

3 .[~pr - Hi:r.n-161 flel'T 157 sorties completing 83 tasks carryLTlg 
617 troollS and 6.8 tons of cargo while flying 53.4 hours. 

4 Apr - l~gain 'trec::.ther hampered fl:te;ht o~)erations. m-LI-161 !leu 
. 74 sorties, corrrpleting 42 taslm carrying 201 troops and 

4.3 tons of cargo v1hi19 flying 22.6 night hours. 

5 i:.,r - m!r1-161 nOli 20 sorties cOrfl))leting 16 tllsl<a carr.1ing 42 
troops, 4.6 tons of cargo in 11.0 hours of flight time. 
1'Ieather severely hampered flight opera.tions. 

6 1I."Or- :i. normal day of resu1)'Oly~ I-l';Jl-161 nevT III sorties 
~ 'Col1r21et/ing 65 tnslw ~~rrying llJ.5 troops nnd 33.8 tons 

. of cargo in 32.7 flight hours. 

7 Apr - 1i.1ilo flying mission 401" Hlii.·;: .. 161 £1e'[oJ 253 sort/ies 
com ;leting 119 tasks while c8.rr,Ting 675 troops and 13.6 
tons of cargo 11hile flying 61 ~6 flight hours, the 
illAjorit,y of which l-l'Ol'9 in support of Operc.tion JL\.JJTE 
On,\1G. 

C .£';:)1' - t)J:;Ji.;'161 fleu 30.6 hours of resupply and. Hed-Dvac missiOnB. 
'l'he SquoC:ron flel'; 126 sorties com)letu1g 65 t/lslaJ cnrry­
ing 128 troops and 25 tOnD of cargo along with 13 Hed-

. lJIIQ..c :missions carr'Jing 9 el'OOl'[;enoy, 17 priority and 29 
routine Ned-:;Jvacs. 

9 t,.pr - tJnr;k::r poor weather conditions, klHr:;:.16l llClS able to 
complc;l't.e 107 sorties, 55 tasks ,[.Thile cal"Ij~ 24.6 tons 
of cargo and 131 troops. The SqUAc~rcn CoO. (LtCol 

};:''1closut'e (1) 

D. L. :~I;wl) accomplished an extremely difficult emereoncy 
lietl-~::;cac m.i.s,ion to e. mountain·top landing zone. ~'ho 
lJrobled :loin:; that t..Re zon~ uas h:Ldc1an by clouds. 

--4- CONf'8Er~;·f~~·:~:'~·I:·,"~:e,~. 
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10 "'cpr';' "l'hi1e 'flying 33.0 flight hours, 1ll'1.1-161 flew 97 soriiies 
." C Omp1e tin:'; 63 tasks 'tmile carrJing 179 troops and 

ULpr 

12 .. lpr 

13 lipr 

'ps,ss;engers and 11.5 t.ons of cargo. li'itteen Hed-Ewc 
missionS ~mre flOln1 to. recover 1 erl~rgency, 21 priority 
and 23 routine l'led-!1:vacs. Cne aircraft had to make a. 
precautionary l::..nding due to mechanical troubles. The 
crew was rescued by the chase bird and the dmmed air­
cra;ft 1'lUa guarded during the night by a lOOch.e.ni..."'lZed 
section.of the Army. . . 

- AU.hough we~ther cuused a delay iri the launch, HHII-151" 
fr<!g[;cc1. for a 401 trooplift, f1e1:1 202 sorties cOfrlpleting . 
151+ t.asl~s Qe',rr,;'·:i.ng 1,222 troops and passengers and 17 .. 9 
tons of cargo c One emergency f(8con extract uas made 
duri..."lg· the dayt.s o~r[,tioll/3 • 

.. HZm: ... 161 flew 135 sorties cOl1l)lcting 105 tasl::s carrying 
153 t.roops along Jr:i.th '57.6 tons of cargo in 44.5 flight 
hoUrs.' The r.:ed-l!:va.c package ccl.l~ried three (.3) wounded 
?VlP S ,from XD 79-64 to Task Force Hotel. 

.. FrD.g:~:ed foJ:' resupply; t.he squa(:~ron flevI 131 sorties 
completing 64 tasks carJ;Jring 120 tl'OO}JS c.nd passengers 
e.nd 22 ~ 7 t011.S of ccrgo in 43.5 fUcht hours. A 
SPAt[l~OiJr1'.¥nC Force of 60 men \1as j.nserted bt.r two 
aircrc.:et and three othe.r tral1s';}ort airc:,"8..ft into too 
YD 01-?9 grid squa.::u.· .~. 

14 Lpr - F1~El-geod .for a 401 trooplift, 6 aircraft of IINi'l-161 flew' 
tt1e) helicopter assc.ult lifts. The assault landing zones 
i"Tero ·?US.:~H (1m 09-25) and jp!SI-m:t (11) 03-28). There lJere 

326. combat troops and. one ton of cargo carried on the 
airborne assaalt. 

15 ;·;.pr .. Duc:'b8 Ci'L~,]llanned trooplift,' 'aircraft utilization 
We.S10H' •. The squafron nell 115 sorties COIilpll;)ting 63 
ta.sks,· cl:\rrying 322 tr.oops ;:m~l 9.9 tOllS o:f cargo. The 
lr0cl-TjVc'.t jcckaga completed, three misaions 1-1hila carr,ring 

. 21 Y'ied-:;:;W.cs. On anothe'r nli.ssion tu1Q JlhH-161 Qircro.ft 
l-rere CD-lled a};X)n to insert a fOl"lvard patrol to guard 

. a d01f>.1ed U.H .. IE. 'l'he patrol was used. because a. security 
.t'or?e l;as not readily aVailable. . .. 

16 ;.pr - Iti:i-16i new J..!ib .sorties cbmp1eting 77 taslcs ctl.rrying 
76 troo"lS and 31.8 to~' of cargo. Eleven Had-1Nac 
inis,sioJ?S were :!:'loim to. fe'cover a total of 48 l:Teci .. !;vacs. 
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)oor v-lsibility and grou.~d fog greatly hil1der&d flight 
operation.s.. FITill-161 floT 127 sorties completL.,g 90 
tasks carrying 118 trrops and 55.h tons of cargo. 
SevGn Iled ... I>lac m.:i.:;;.;:j:)p.B 'trore flolm to extract 13 
men neoding medical assistance.. Operations in -(.he 
XD 8.3-6h g3:'id. squt?re uere 11ampel"od by r:lortar fire, 
hOHever the resup::ly was accomplished. 

18 ~ipr - HiTI'I~161 £leu 99 sorties completing 58 tasles carrying 
206 pacJ88ngel4 s and 10.5 tons of cargo. Eleven lled-I~cac 
luis sio1:.::> "Je):"", fleum to carI"l.T 25 ~·Ied .. :G'vacs. 

19 ;1)?r - Hli~;<~61 f:Le'tJ" 180 sorties, 122 tasks carr-:ting 21D troops 
a~~d 5'1 <J 5z.,lns of cargo. On the l1ip,ht lied ... :D,'vac paclcage, 
tU() [~:Li.·crr_f-j delivered four loads of emorgency resupp~ 
and cz-i_.J:'2.cT-e:d 25 irTOuncled persoi1nel from an Arrrry position 
locatot:' at 1'1) 11-62. 

20 ~".,.pi" - Ii'J.ying l:'I:)su:?ply anc~ Eocl-;wac ruissions, IITlH-161 aircraft 
flm; 123 sorties coI1t:)let:ing 63 tasks Cal"ljl'ing 223 pass­
cmg81'S 1.:'.nd Hl~3 tons of cargo. 46 personnel '{clere 
medicalJy evacuated vTithin 11 missions. 

21 ii.pr - I-TIi'l-161 fieu 123 sorties completing 77 tasks uhile 
car:t~i"lI1G 187 passengers and 36 .. 3 tons of cargo. Eight 
IIcd-I;'mc missions HBro flovJ'n to recover 32 "rounded men. 
i;"'1 8linrgoncy extraction of a I?acol1 team lJas made from 
XD 905-605 at night lrlth air covor provided by VJ.1O-6. 

22 Apr - ffiL:~-161 neH 56 sort.ies com~)letiP..g 20 tasks carrying 
16D passengers" Five rlec1-=~vac missions "lere flolm. to 
mctract 34 lIed-l'ivacs. '1ihile uorldng a -l:.rooplift for 
the 2nclfJ...VN Division into -3.;n. assault zone, the first 
t:'.ircra?t into the zone uas destr'oyed by a cOll11na.ncl 
detonated mine llith three ALHlt. injuriet;l. The second 
aircraft after returning his troops to the pick-up 
poi.l1t returned to the assault zone and after ha.ving 
to abort tliO approaches due -bo heavy hostile fire tres 
able to get into the z0l!B ancl hoist 14 of -"he lIed-Evacs 
from the zone. . 

Tl1c assault 11M tried again in the afternoon by AI'fJ'fY 
holico-ytelS into a different assaUlt zone. One of ";-'110 
f.rrrr;r "JII-llI I suns hit by Il mine eJ>.rplosion and, tuo m-Lf-161 
aircraft launched tc;> recover the cI'e'·r z,l1d passengers. 
'.[';;10 leac~ aircraft. took heavy ground fire and :received 
8 hits but HCot}' able to extract, t.ho pC;lrsonnel. The CATTLE­
CALL aircraft Has piloted by Na.jor j. S •.. WOP @Ad fl~?!r .' 
E. J_. PAru~L (c.o. ritl.G-39). 8t9." twt~WiJ.; ". 

en.:' - -,...,' i' .,..,--~ • ,.,. bil 
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23 Apr - Flying 105 sorties, C0l11T,>leting 40 tasks, carrying 491 
troo):'8 and 3.8 tons of cargo HLli-161 carried out 8:, 
full da-.1s operations. li'ive Hed-Ilvac missions '-Jere 
completed evacuating 5 wounded.. 

Again m,11'i-161 was fragged for the a,s,:Jault of LZ JmaOR 
(YD OU-643 by trOO?8 of '.;he 2nd ARVU lJivlsion. The 
assault was completed despite heavy rifle and mortar 
fire. The s0cond aircraft into the zone was hit by 
fire _ ".no.. :folled dOlm the hill trllpy,>ing the pilots. 
The pilots wel~ freed af~~r 7 hours, but the co-pilot 
~l..ulrA· ·injurios. 
"t.,~";i~ . 

24 ':~pr - IT.rlritporod by fro ather, the squadron was only able to fly 
54 sorties completing 36 tasks, carr.;ring 65 passengers 
and oS tons of cargo. 5l1;Ted-Eva.cs 't-Tere carried on 
21 missions. 

Tvro a.ircraft l'Tere launched on a BALD Bi'.GLE one ration to 
insert troo'Js around ttw mfi:i-262 aircraft "hich had been 
shot dorm at the YD 03-20 grid. After one load of troops 
had been inserted in order to get the dOi-med aircraft 
crews ; the tl400pS and crevID lie re extracted leaving 
J~I1e nircro.ft in the field. 

25 1 .. pr - 1:.. normal day of resupply and l:ed-~i:vac missions, The 
squa,\_ron fie1il 123 sorties cor'l}leting _69 tasks carrying 
157 troo')S and 35.0 tons of c~rgo. ,seven Eed-Evac 
missions 'Here completed. 

26 Apr - Hjjlvi-161 1'10111 84 sorties completing 46 tusks carr;ring 
62 passengers and 19.0 tons of cargo. The rfod .. Evac 
}C1.clcage uas launched on 6 missions and carried 59 
l·~ecl-]vacs • 

27 .. 'i.pr - Flying l"'esupply and an adl'llinistre.tive trooplift t,he 
squadron fleH 105 sorties cOrrI!?leting 55 taslcs carrying 
29:; troops and 24.0 tons of cargo. One emergency Hed­
l':"'vac ',1i88ion 'VTas carried out. 

2[; Lpr - Tho duy begcn at 0630 as the Hed-Dvac ?acleage and 2 
l'Osu-~)pl~' aircrai't lvere launched on an eIiJergency l-1ed-Evnc 
Hiss:i.on in support of the Army's 5th Hechanized Division. 
'1'11.e 1/77 I .. rmor and 1/61 Infrantry had been ambushed at 
their night position XD 795-634. 

During the day the squaC:ron flew 103 sorties cOIiI;1leting 
64 taslr..s carI"'Jing 210 troops and 19.2 tons of cargo. 15 
!:!ed-INo..c nussions nero. flown to recover 52 personnel. 
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29 Apr .. m1t1-161 flew 171 sort.ies I 97 tasl::s :in 45' .!~ flight hOl.U'S 
C:ll'l'j"ing 334 tro'Jps D.Ild 39.0 tons of cnrgo. 31 men 
i-rere medically evacunted while flying 8 missions • 

.. J:i"'lying 31.7 hours mm-161 aircraft accomplished 70 tasks, 
108 sor'!:,ies ,·rhile carrying 106 troopo and 32.5 tons of 
cnrgc" li'cl1u"teen Hed-J:ilw,c mifJsions "Here cOIlTj;>leted 
car·l"J:i.ng ~ t,otn1 of 30 persorme1. 
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