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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 161
Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPAC
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 From: Commanding Officer a
To: Commondant of the Marine Corps (Code AAZ)
Via: (1) Commanding Officer, Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39
(2) Commanding General, First Marine Aireraft Wing, RMFPAC
Subj: COMHAND CHRONOLOGY '
Ref: (&) KCO 5750428

(b) MCO 5750,1
(c) RIFPACO 5750.8

Encl: _// (1) Commend Chronology for period 1 through 31 May 1969

1. In accordance with roforences (2) through (c), enclosure (1) is
submitted, '
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PART III, Sipificant Events (C) L

1 May -~

- eomplad

HDi-161,  fragged for three missions, flew 193 sortiem,

ing 122 taslks whils carrying 617 passengers-and 32,5
tons of-cargo in 53.2 flight hours, Fowr mwdevac missions
were fiown earrying 16 msdevacs,.as follows: 1 priority
and 15 rovtine, Seventy-two Sorbies were flown in support
of operaticns. PURFIE MARTTN and MATINE CRAIG,. :

* : -

. HMM~161, \Eragged for mission LOL, flew 19 sorties, comp

J.eti.rrg»97{}c‘ sks carrying 025 troops end 7.4 tons of cargo

in 49,2 fright.hours, The mission, Li0l, in.suprort of

B mn-mcmwip‘\mdj FURPLE MARTIN was completed without incident,

3 Moy =

b May

HMY~161 flight operations were clightly affected by weather,
While Tlying 50,2 hours, the squadron flew 199 sortis, compe
leting 132 tasks, carrying 1063 troops and passengers and
carried in two medevac missions. In support of operation
MATIE CRAIG, the squadron flew 140 sorties carrying 984
passengers in 30.l hours.

HM-161, fragged for 5 missions, flew 173 sortiow,. 99 toaks,
carrying 124 peassengers and ;3.6 tons of cargo. Fifteen
nedevac missions were ficwn carrying 15 emergency, 9 priority -
and 20 routfne medevacs in 46,7 flight hours: One emergency
recon extraction‘was flown, CATTIECALL 925, while taking

- fire on approach, to the zone and on departure successfully

5 May =

extracted the recon team from XD 995675, Suppressive fire
wes provided by SEAWORTHY D & F. '

HM-161 flew 14T ecrbies, 8} tasks while carrying 173 passe
enfers, 39.2 tons of cargo, anl six medevacs, HMM=161 was
fragged for fowr missions and completed five, by having two
aireraft diverted tomlssion 203. Thirteen recon inserts and

“two. extracts were completed,

F9 May -

miloswe (1) .

A normal .day of resupply and medevec missions, hampered by:

“thunder-showers in the afternoon. The squadron flew 12, = -
sorties,. 63 tasks while earrying 177 pessengers and 19.6 tons

of ecargo in 30,3 flight hours. -Twenty-~two medevac missions
were flowm carrying lj emergency, Ui priority and 41 routins
medevacs, Fifty-seven sorties were flomn sipporting Opapetion
VIGLRIIA RIDGE, ’ :
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7 May HHM-lél, fragged. for 3 miss:.ons s flew 179 sorties, om
deting 98 tasls, while carrying. 986 “passengeTs” .and?6
"‘ftons of cargo, The squadron flew & tactical: :
. froni VANDEGRIFT 'COMBAT ‘BASE . to YD, 141185
I operation A’%C}IE. . Stipportihg operation AHXGHE,
*'"" " ren flew 174 sorties, 85 tasks. in hh.h;._—ifligh,
©, hewling 982 pusseugers a.nd 5 'bons of argos

814&:}' & BM.161 _[’.Lew 1114 sort:.es, 67 ta.sxs, c:.rr'ylng, ‘
andléauonsoi‘c..rgo. gvac mis:

B b k. oht operat:.o'ns T
.. while-hovering 2t YD 995615, wes hif in thefn _
““head by an.RYG:round,. The. pilot, LT CLAYTON,: was. abls to
£y the helisopter Jrom the pos:.tlon to 'bhe ROCI{PII.... FIRB
.- BASE, YD 9815L5, there melking an emergency landing. Nome
of the érew vore: iu;)u.red, and. 'bhe ‘medevéc beihg hoisted
- from- vhe: zone wag taken fram the dovmed medevac bird to
‘the 3RD MEDICAL BATTALION at. QUANG TRI. e
9 MW:—" R ’ 5
*SOr‘u:.es, 82 zgsl:s carrymg h’( troops a.nd )48.0 tons of cargo.
. Eiglht medevac missions:were flown to-recowar.S: emergency,
© Y priority ‘and 9 routine medevacs in 50.8 flizht: hours,

" Suppogt was flown in support-of Opera-bmns VIRGDIIA RIDGD,
. APAGHD end; PURFLE MARTIH. T T

10 Mey - HMM-lél wh:n.le f‘lying :esuoply a.nd medevac m:Lssions flew 129
., sorbies. §3 tasks, carrying -Ui0 troops: end 28,0 tons of
| oargo, -. Seventeén medevac missions vere “flowh ‘carrying 6
. 'emerrfency, 12 priority. and 3l routine ‘medevacs_in 467
R -'f’.l_u.ght hours. Support wes flown’ for oparations VIRGDIIA
"7 RIDGE, TRUPLE MARTIN. and APACHE, = .

11 May. -~ Wh:.le supporulno operations APAO}m, PURPLD MAR’.LDI a.nd :
‘VIIHEIIJ‘ ‘RIDGE, ‘of the 3FD: MAR DIV., the™ sq\mdron flew
oAl soria.es, 9§ tasks,. carrying 637 passengers. and 30,0

" "tons of cargo. Ten medevac missions were' flown ‘carrying
. 10} emergency, 7 priority and 22 rou't.ine medevacs in 5649
hO‘UI‘S. .. A o - ,’“ ."‘: !

12 May - Tod.a.y 'l',he squadron was again hampered :Ln i'light opera.timm
L hy weather,: .The. squadron flew 107 sorties, 52 tosks, carr-
- ying 262 troops and 16,0 tons of cargos Fifteen rigdevac’
- ‘missions were flown to recover 11’ emergency, 1 priority
7 ‘and 20 routine medevacs i 33.1 flight hours, - Most of the
: worl wes in support of: operations vmcsmn. R.'DJGE & APACHE,
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14161 flow missions LOL & 301 in support of operatims” o
ERKDMER MT., VIZGINIA RIDGE, and ARACHE, The squadron
flewr 65,2 hours, flying 212 sorbies s 132 tasks twhile.

" carrying 721 troops and L4.5 tons of cargo. Elsven mede

U My =

evac missions were flown to recover 7 emeTgency s T priority
and 5 routine medevacs,

VANDEGRINT COMBAT BASE received incoming enemy rockets
while sore of our aircreft were on the ground, none received
any damage. :

The squadron flew resupply and medevac missions tod.ay '
Most, of the work done was in support of operations VIRGINIA
RIDGE and l‘:.PACHE. M'-l61 flev 177 sorbies s 99 tasks,.
carrying 270 troops and 37.2 tons of cargo in 50.h houra ‘of
flight time, Twenty-four medevac missions were flown to
recover 6 emergency, 18 priority and 13 routine medevacs.
Two recon inserts were flown, One, at YD 203784, received

" 8AF and returned the fire with .50 caliber automatic weae

15 May -

" ],6 'Ma}:"'u"'

pons fires Both ‘teams were successfully inserted.-

HiM~161 flow 98 SOrb:Les, completing. 51 tasks:vhile carry-
ing 2L,2 troops and 16,8 tens of cargo. Four medevac
miissions were flown to recover 2 emergency, 1 priority
and 12 routine medevacs in L3.1 total flight hours, The
squadron was scheduled for 3 recon :.nserts and 2 extracts.
211 uere completed,

HMM-161, frogsed for 5 missions, flew 191 sorties, comp-

. leting 119 taslcs while cu-ry:mg 158 passengers.and: 12.2

tons of cargo. ‘Thirbty«ore: medevac missions:were. ‘flowm,
carrying. 6 emergency, 2 priority and: 43 routine medevacs
for -a: total: of . seventy-'bbree medevacs, -Seventy-one and .
one . tenth . hours: were: flown while supporting HEZKIMAR MT., -
APAGHF and VIRGINIA RIDGE operations. A recon team locae
ted 2t YD 9462 had: observed enemy movement around their .
pos:.t:a.on and had. observed the .enemy with. h:Lgh caliber
weapons, .- They requested an emergency extraction and ab
2030H CATTLECLIL 12 & 13-lounched to recover the team.

.. With the help of a flaveship and SEAWORTHY guns a. Success-

17 Moy -

-full recavery was accomnl:shed W:Lthout :.ncldent. :

HMM-lél, frogged. for 5 miss:.ons, fl.ew 20).; sorb:ss » comp-
- leting 13l tasks vhile-carvying 563. troops and. bl tens

of cargo 'in 72,0 fhb"x‘b hoursy:: ‘Fourteen medevac nissions
were flowm carrying T .emergency, 2 priority and 7 routine

- medevecs, . In support, of oper'ﬂ:lon VIRGINIA RIDGE the .
~'squadron. flew 30 snrb:i.os cm'y:ng L6 passengers and 28.7

tons of curgo.
et w4 o

,\-r
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18 May HI*M-&.61, frogged for.ly nd.sa:.ons, flew 173 Borties s COMP~ .
w.wic lobing 1y tesks in 49,7 flight hours, One humdred and
o edghbebiro trpops and Blps3-tons of cargo were transported
by the squadron. Ninsteen medevac missions were flown
earxying 16 BITEnTEY, i priority and 8 roubine medevacs,
e, adropn wio! sd ik support of operations AW\CH’E,
HE V\.;.ILJ\, L”H..; #nd, VIRGIITTA Pﬂ.‘ E

19 Mayf- H- 161_, m,ppq(* i‘u,r 3. m:sstons, i‘lﬁw U6 sorties, compe
letug £9 tasks inm 13,9 £light hours. -One hundred and
nisety«Lour passzngers. ‘ond 95 voms of corgo were carried
by b 'rle quadrom - Sevon, medevac m.l_sn.ons*,were flowm caryy-
ing : cxmmwcrcj,r, 3 priority ond 7 routine medevacs, An
mane assauls was Jawched to YD 808561 which was
ad uuccesqf‘ull; ond u!thLlT incident,

20 Ma;v - IH.- £, frogged for k) missions,  flew 230 corties comp-
C o leting 137 tasks dn 58 flicat hours. Ore himired and
eizhty o troops’ and 66,2 tons of cargo.were carried by.

the squadron, Sixty-four medavass wera carwicd in 17

medevac missions, Pour of these were emargency while
*3were priority. and 57 rouline medevacs, (CGATYIECALL 5 -~
-.andr GATTLECALL 7, each compl‘,i,m aa emergencyrccon; BXLT-

-ac'hicn without inci .f‘n« o : ‘

21 May ‘M»I-J.él, fre g,"oﬂ o ,6 missiors, carrisd 1043 t.roops ‘and
37 tons of vargo while flying 263 sorties and completing
- 147 tasks in 61.0 flizht hows. Two emergency, 1 priority
- r-and . 1L reutine medevacs wers corried in 6 medevac missions,
.An aisht plma agsault troon 1ift was successfully completed
4o YD 22809, - No fire wes veceived during the assault,
v CATTIECALL 92-12 was diverted to pick.up & recon team at
XD 9b5593 which wes in contact, SGARFACIT‘ 21 & 26 emcorted
R2-12, Beceived fire Tmt 'Lne alrcrall received negabive
-hluﬁ,, e : -

22 M';\y-g- Eﬂﬂ‘ar-i/a.l 5 fr‘rfged for I miest ons, corried 13l 'broops and
- )_:?.,, tons of corpo whils J..L"r"’l" "6" sortias and completing
coons 99 taslks dn 51,3 flight hours. . Six eMeTEENCY 8 priority
oo oad 18:-routine medevacs were corried in 20 medevae missions.
oo SEAWORTHY 991 & 2 provided cover vhile CATTLECALL 1 & 2
.+ 'w.. .. successfully extracted a.recon tean in contact. No hits
' _,,were, tc.ken by the aircrafi,
23 May = HIIM—-lél, frcrwed for 5 missions, carried 333 troops and
5840 tons of cargo while flying 232 sorties and completing
119 tasks in 00,6 flight hours. fThree emergency, L prioe
rity end 22 rouw r,.mr- ipdevacs were carviad in 8 medevac
missions, Fire wes received and returred by [TCCL- EIAM
during on energcncy exbract of the recon team YJOIN BROWH.Y
The toam was succes.;i‘ully ezbracted and returned to QUANG

TRI,
Ehclq\sure (:% -
- e LRSS
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2 My -

25May..

26 Yay -

27 May -

28 Moy -

Pnelosure (1) 0o
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HHH-161, ‘fragzed i‘or L missions, carried 267 troops and -
27,2 tons of . cergo whllc flying 147 sorties and completing
82 tasks in L4B8.8 flight fours. Five emergency, 17 pri-
ority and 26 routine rmedevacs were carried in 11 medevac
nmissions. Despite high winds in excess of 25 knots
IM-161 completed a successful day of troop lifts and

resupply.

e o

While flying 197 sorties and completing 108 t‘.sks s the.
squadron carried 131 troons and 58,1 tons of cargos Thi.r-
teen medevac missions were flown to recover 7 emergency,

11 priority and 5 meubine medevacs in 59.2 flight hours.
CATTLECALL 92-11 was diverted from mission 301 to preform
an emergency gdevac mission for "3% COMPANY 3RD MARINES,
The landing zone had been under mortar attack and had some
perménent routine and emerzency medevacs that needed medie
cal care, CATTLECALL ‘92-11, landed in the zone and recover=
ed the medevacs despite the incoming mortars. Ground opere
ations supportecd today were VIRI}BJII RIDGE, APACHE and
HERKTHER MT,

While flying in supporb ‘of the THIRD MARINWE DIVISION®S
operations, HERKIMER MT, and VIRGINIA RI.'DGE s HMM-161

flew 197 sorties, 120 tasks while carrying L25 troops and
31.2 tons of-cargo, Twenty~four medevac mlss:l.ons vere
flown to carry 13 emergency, 5 priority and 78 routine
medevacs,

While supporting the THIRD MARINY DIVISION, the squadron
flew 11} sorties, completing 60 taesks, while carrying

77 passengers, 23.4 tons of cargo and 37 medevacs. Spec~
ific operations supported were VIRGINIA RIDGE and HERKIMER
Mr,

The squadrons flight opera‘oions were affected by' the
weather, . The squadron wos able to fly 198 sorties,
completing 102 tasks while earrying 249 possengers and
50.2 tons of cargo. Ten medevac missions were flown to
recover 5 emergency, O priority and 7 routine medevacs in
5.0 hours of flight time, CATILACALL 92-10 was diverted:
from missioa 301 to recover medevacs from DARTING STAR €3,
358D ILARTHES, pos:.c:.on. Their zone hed been toking incoming
mortar rownds, CATTLECALL 92-10 wes led to the zone by
SCARFACE 7 and mode his 2pproa el to the zone m.+h the help
of a strobe light.

DECLASSIFIED

ryd




DECLASSIFIED

)

CLASSIFED . g

30 May -

31 May =

==

-~ Fragged for four missions, }IMM-J.GJ. completed a1l four
while flying 162 sorties in 56,4 flight hours. One
hundred tasks were accomplished while transporting 159
passengers and 62.9 tons of Cargo. Nine medevec missions
were flown to recover thirteen fmerican casualties,

Two of our aircraft, while flying an emergency resupply
mission for the STH MLRMIE REGNIINT, received heavy
small arms fire in the }CD o9hli0 grid square. One of the
aireraly, flown by 1/IT Z. E, BuR&IC"" and 1/LT R,
CLINTON, took several hits but no one was injured and
the rusm‘.a;:;, wn gheaneaflly completed,

The wain mission the squadron flew todzy was 401, an
assaul’s troop lift imbo abondoned 1Z WEISMAN, XD 9733,
Eight planes worked the 1ift, moving 592 combat troops
and two external lifts; while {lying 122 sorties in
support of opera-hion CAMIROK FALILS. The rest of the
day, also flown in support of the THIRD MARINE DIVISION
and 15T MARINE AIR WING, gave the squadron 202 sorties
flown, 96 tasks complcted while carrying & totel of

853 passengers and 8.5 tons of cargo., WNine medevac

missions were flown to recover 10 emergency, 10 pri-

ority and 1 routine medevacs, The squadren was also

involved in Operations HUAL BLADE/DUFFLERAG,
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