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IA H@IU't1 HELICOPTER SQUADROlJ. 
Proviai.nal !Ierine .li:reraft Grou.p 39 

1st 1elarine Air~raft Win8, Fl:FPAC 
Fro San Franeisoo 96602 ' 

Oomandint: Officer . 

3:JNB:ja.e: 
5750 
4 Au,g 1969 

ColllllWldant of the Marine Corps (Gade W) 
(.1) Command~ Officer" Provisional Mat'ine AirtrX'att Grou.p '39 
(2) C.,mmandill& Genere.l, 'll'1r1'!.~ I:iarine Airoratt 't7il1«, P~iU?PAC 

C01ITlAlill CIDIOlmLOGY 

!aj' reo 5750.2A 
b. ~'!iCO 5750.1 
c ~'l\ii1'PACO 5750 .. 6 

Enel: ~(1) ~ommand Chronelogy f~ period 1 through 31 July 1969 

1. In accord~ce with references (a) thr.,ugh (.), enelosure (1) 
is sublllitted. 

-

DECLASSIFIED 



gpnz ..JE1I!fl 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • 

aOh1'd:A.ND CHRONOLOGY 01' 
l!IARDfE BJIDIIDI:l HEI,ICOmER SQUADROll 161 
QUJING TnI, REPUBLIC 01' SOU~H V"LE:CH,AM 

1 JULY THROUGH 31 JUtY 1969 

'I M~~_~~$$_~.~~_~~~._ 
.. -1~ , Enelosure (1) 
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• 
TIt·· --.organiza:tional' Data (u) 

a. Comnand and StaU, (U), 
! 

• 
- Commanding Office:r .... LtCol D. L~ ELAM •••• 1-19 July 

I\1a.j .R. w. CAlm ••••••• 20-31 July 
Ex~eut1Te O1'f1eer ••••• 1laj R. W. CARR ....... 1-19 July 

Maj n. J. ADArifJ •••••• 20 ... 31 July 
S .. 3 Officer............. Haj J. C. I,IOI[USON... 1-19 July 

lstLt' 0:. A. KOHI!l1ABEClcr. 20-;1 J1,1ly , 
S ..... O1':f'icer,........... Waj R. J. .ADA.il~. ~. ••• 1-31 July 
1/c 11aint. Officer •••• Capt P. D • .ALPORD •••• ' 1-31 July 
Aviatien Safety Off1cer1stLt V. R. GBER ••••• 1.31 July 
N.A.TOPS Officer .......... lstLt V. :a. GR'filR ••• ., 1-31 July 
SgtI~1aj •••••••••••••••• SgtIr<aj J. GIBSOH..... 1-31 July 

fJarine r:lec1ium Helicopter Squodron 161, Provisional :Marine 
Airer~t Group 39, ls·t Iiiarine Airoratt wing, FMlJ'PAC 
Quan~ Tri, Republic of South Vietnam. 

o. Average Stl:'ength (U) 

Officers Assigned (Haval Aviators) ••• 
Officers Assigned (Ground) ••••••••••• 
o:r~:'icers Assigned (naT'!) ............. . 
Enlisted .............................. . 

Tot~~ Stre~th ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

40 
:] 
1 

162, 

206 

d. Important Visitors (U) 

Enclosure (1) 

Th~re were no impo:rtant visitors to MaX'11\e MedilXll Helicopter 
S~~~ron 161 during the peried 1 through 31 July 1969. 
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.' • (0) 

lIarine Hediwn.·Helieopter Squadron 161 provided helieopte%' 
SUPllort for t.,l}c :rhitd Marine Divis:1.on, the majority .of 
which supported Operations U~AH I;iESA, HE .. 'RIaI>JER J:;IOUHTAI1!, 
VIRGDTIA IIIDGE, ARLInGTON CAliTYON, WILLIA1'iS GLADE, IDlII{O 
CAlTYOI'l' 8:nd GEORGIA T.AR.' }.ugmentation support. was alac 
given to the U. s. PIfj:!Y, 2nd ARVlIJ' Division and the IlOK 
l'Iarinel!S. . 

Sta.tistics: 11,688 troops/passengers were carried, 744.0 tons o:! 
Cf'1l'go trDnsported, 335 personnel medically eva.cuated.· 
This support resulted in 1,221.5 flight hours, 4,356 
sorties flown, 2,347 tasks accomplished. The squadron 
waS frogged for 162 mi~sions of which 158 were completed 
for a completion rate of 9~. 
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l?ARTIII. • ,1 July Hi::ll,~_161, fr3~ged for medevnc, resupply and tllUir adm:i.n.istPative 
run to Danang, completed all miesions. The squadron flew 112 
sorties completing 63 tasks,' earryi~ 288 passengers and 10.0 
tons of car~o in 33.7 flight hours. 25 medical evacuees were 
carried to medical faoilities. ' 

2 July Today, the squadron was fragged for 10 he1ioopterD to work a 
troop lift. The aircrgtt on the trooplitt f1ew125 sorties 
carrying 625 combat troops and 8.0 tonso!' car~o. The totc.'1ls 
tor the day were, 135 sorties tlown, 70 tasks completed while- , 
transporting 641 patwengers and 10.0 tons of cargG in 63.3 fligti'\ 
hours. 

3 July 110 signiticant action took place ~ainst arr::r of OUl'" aircraft. 
The squadron flying medevae and resupply flew 194 sortiellf ..i •••• 
oomplct1ng 109 tnsks while carrying 354 troops, 38.5 tons ot 
cargo and 25, medevaQs in 59.6 hours of flight time. 

4 July :)J'lying resupply missions the squ.:.'Uiron flew 196 sorties, •. f".·'~ 
" com::;>let1n& 111 tasks while eorry~ 201 passengers and 55.5 

tons of' CDl"go.12 med.evacs were corried in6 medevac mis.f$ions, 
giv~~ the squ2nron 55.6 hours for the day. 
Capt Y!. VI. 311CWlT [')'ld lILt J. W. VrUETHflICH flew nn; emergencY' 
recon extraction trueing no fire from the surrounding eneIlW'. " , 

5 'July Tod[\y, flight hours werQ very low. The squadron was, fra.gged 
for medevGc and defolin:i;ion inissions. All missions for the 
day \iere completed 1ivi th n toto.l of 19 ~O flight hours. Total 
sorties were 73 to accomplish 44 tasks~ 171 passengers and 2.3 
tons of ,corgo viere corried. 

IS July I-r;.~;,;-16l fr<.1g[;ed for missions 401,301 and 113 'flew, 59~ 7 flight. 
hours ~ l:o.j:'t. W. CAP.R led an e:l~t plane troop lift in support 
of UTAF,[ :'~:-GSA trcnsporting 529, troops nnd 12'.5 tons of cargo 
in 38~0 flight hours. The totals for the dey were 209 sortias 
flown, .completing 95 tesks while tro.nsport~ 641 passengers 
Qll.d ::>4.5 tons of ~n.rgo. 5 medeVMS were carried in 3 medeva.e 
missions. 

7 Ju.ly I-E'lU-lGl, fl"agged for medevno, missions ond to aSSist, K:';r..~262 
in 2. t:r'oop lift flew 33.0 hours\'I'hile. flying 120 s,orUes 
completiilg 59 tr:-.sks •. 375 pa.ssengors end. 10.5 tons of cargo 
were "ia.'o.Usported. 21 medevacs were carried in 3 medevac 
missions. 
One reason for the low flight hourstod:xv is that fOur of 
our ~ircra:rt were frogged for'mission 505, standby nt VQn. 
derrSTut Combat Bnset and :',,,ere shut dmm. for 0. totnl. 60£ 
four hours each. 
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" • • ":-lrnin~ a."'l.U a:';:ernoJI) :'!'H~:Y!:s. :::r!l.1'~C(~ z7)r tr'")r>-
11ft ar.::1 resu,:.>:!'1y. t:'e se}tle.4l'0J'I ::1ew 260 sC)rties c"J":yletin(3 
134 tas':s in 6g.a f1i~ht h,.-,t!l's. 1,025 !,asoen~erl! Ol'ld~·".S 
t'jnS of car~o \'lere transported. 1 ;t'Jutine casua).!.ty uas 

-"., 
eVI!'.cut.tecl. 

;?lyine ,.iec.1evllc, tr~"1J1ift :;o,n(1 resur:'!'!Y :'.ioGion., the squadr~ 
:E'let'l 52.9 fH~ht :~,ours. 918 l'Msengel'S !nd 35.0 .t0ns of eu:ro 
Here ctU'r:;.ed Oft 212 sorties. 16 medical evacueeS ,,7ere trans. 
~orted ;.0 14 mcdevtlC mission& • 

. July ':![";-161 fra(,!1ea for trM7)Hft, resu?1?ly and defc1iatio~ "iasial'll! 
fle'!T 209 a'-,rties, conpletin::; 129 tas'!:s ",hile earryin~ 357 pas­
Serl"(ers and 50.'2- tons of cargo in 53.5 f1i~ht hours. 6 r,.ed .. 
evt,CS t!ere cL".rried in 5 t'ledevacc;~issions. 

11 ,Tuly Severe Hea.ther Harnin36 nade t1i~ht oper~.tiona A.l::'\Ost cease. 
Zl2 sotti~S ,'Tere tlmrn cor"91etin~ ·~·2 tc,s::s, 243 passen~ers and 
!'l '·t:edev2.!±s Uere carried in 21.6 :~l:i.ght ;~ours. 

12 July ;ra~~ed fur :dscions 40i, 7. an~ 51! t11e squa.dron flett1 113 sorties 
eonpletine 91 tasl:s t1hile f!yine 49.5 ;::oura. 544 passen3er$ and. 
24~7 tons o:1f car~o VJere ca.rried by squadron a5.rerait •. nission 
402 VIas an c:'.scualt Hft for the 3r1 !~arine ~e~iment into the YJ9462 
~ridf t~."Je lead aircraft piloted CJcJ "o.j ;~. J. fw/'J,lS recieved fire 
1'11:ile'Gepartine the zone but too!~ no !1its. NO other aircraft. in 
the f!!!j!-::.t too!: 1ir:e~ nission 7 Has 11ot·1l'l by one section in 
Stt:?port of 't~:e 1st T-1~.rine :.>ivision. 

13 July ~ly:i.l~!,! nedevl".c mis~ions, the s.uar.J.ron fl~l 94 Sl)rties eon!)letin~ 
57 tasIts in 52.S .flight hottrs. 243 ~")asoeneers and 2.7 tons of 
carec t!ere carried. 8 medevacs Here evr.cuated in 7 ~,1edevat: 
niszions. 

14 July :"Ita~~ecl :~cr ">~devae and resu9nly ~dSoions, the sqtl~ron flew 
197 sorties cO\:i?letin::~ 109 tl.\S::8. 315 passen~ers and 32.5 
tons .j:~ car~o :'1cre tra.nsp~rted. 2';) i:1edev~.cs \'1ere carried 

':in 13 ~eC:evr.e niscions lor a totd of 49.2 fli~ht hours. 

15 July :~r;;,~'7,e~~(':)r: trJol'Hft, resupply and medevac missions, t7:le 
squadron :::lew 40.5 ".ours. 719 pe.8.'3enr:r,ers were carded alon~ 
".'5.1:1'1 2~ .• ~) tons of ear~o in 175 sort:i.es and 95 tasl~s. S r.1ed­
cvr.cs ,!ere c"-rried in Sr;lissions. i'aj~. ~'r. Cf.r..l1 led a 6 
,;)J.Me z.sCI.H'.H for th~ 2no! f.ItVN's into the ZD9936 ~rid, the 
H::t tC':1~: place with no hostile inci,·:ents • 

. 16 July :r·· ... 161 .frn·~3ed for trooplirt' ancl resu1.'1)ly fl~t 185 s~rties 
ce;:;>letinr; 105 tns!tS Hhile tr!l,nS~"0rti:'l~ 374 troops and 52.3 
tont: --f car30 ~.nd pic:.:ine up 4 C!:,er~!ency nedevacs in 50.6 

:Li.ir;':lt hours. 
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I M~! L~evaa ODd 04~aHve •• "1~ Pbu Bai 
and Donang. The squadron flew 22.4 hours, 66 aorti~e were 
flow completin« 38 tasks while carry~ 212 pMs~ers c.n4 i._ 
1.0 tons of car!o. 

la July Froued for resupply, o.d~a.ti," rups and 0. amoll troop-
11ft, Rbl:"161 flew 128 sortias complet:iJl« 93 taslas in 36.5 .... 
flight hours. 276 prussengere, 35.0 tons of COl"go and 2 mad­
ovncs were tronsported. 

1, July ~04o.Y wa.s 0. very li!ht da;y for the squadron. if. flew 81 s01't1es 
6om.plat1rlg 52 tasla; in 24.5 fl1!ht hours. le5 passengers and 
o.e tons of cargo wor<a tronsportod alon& with a total. of 15 
mcdevo.Cs.· . 

20 July Another relatively quiet and li8ht do.v. ffi1·~-161 sent 6 a.ir­
craft to work' en ARVli trooplift in Operation Durham Peult: for 
tho 1st li14'.l':ine Division. The oircrnft flying an asaualt 
lift into LZ Mike in Antenno. Valley completed th& lUt 'Iii th 
only one . aircraft taldng firo, with negative hits tokon. 
The totcJ.e t.Or; the d~ were 122 aortios~ 67 tasks, 37.3 flight 
hours transporting 498 troops, 12.5 tons of cargo and 5 mad­
evacs • 

. 21 July Hl::i',:-161. frcggod for medcvc.c missions and on administrc.tive 
lift to Danang flow 29.7 hours. Total sorties and te..aks werc to 

75 D1ld 43. 1.29 pc.ssengorc were carried aloIllJ with 1.7 tons 
of cargo. 17 medevc.cs were evacuated. 

22 July A successful day of resupply and troop1i1t missions. In. A-7. 7 
hours, the squadron flew 253 sorties com.pleting 143 tasks while 
transporting l069'~nsscngors, 43.4 tons of car.go and 4m.edevo.cs. 

'. 
23 July Fr"-18god for modevac missions nnd one resupply s(;;ction,· m'M-l61 aev 

f57 sorties completing 56tnsklt in 23.e flight hoUl's, 1~ 
pc.ssCl'lgersi 20.0 tons of cargo and 18 medevB.Cs nero transported, 

24 July Fragged fot rooupply and :ldm1nistrotive troop lift misoiona, 
the aqundron flow 166 sorties, completing 85 tc.sks in 42.6 
flight hours. 366 passengers, ond45 .25 tons of o~go oJ.ot1& 
with 4 rocdevacs were transported. 

25 July FlyL'lg rosupply missions, tho squodron tronsported. 22.0 tons 
of . cargo C\tlci U2 passengers plus 12 modevaos in 21.6 flight 
hours. 90 s'orties and 55. tasks were cOllr;?letod. 

26 July TOQC\}" the squadron fr=,ggecl for on AlnT::T trooplift, krroy resupply 
cncl L;:o.r1ne resupply flew 48.4 hours. All missions were suc­
cessfully completed with no hostilo incidents tcldng place. . 
489 troops, 54.3 tons of cnrgo and 4 modcvo.cs 't!(~r\) t:r~sportcd 
while ~~hc' aquooron flew 184 sorties and 115 tallks. 
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Flyillg resupply· missions, the squadron flew 109 sorties COlD!-f 

pletint; 56 tasks While transporting 71 passengers, 27.9 tonI 
of oargo and 2' medevaos in 38.7 hours. 
'l'he highlight· of the dC\Y was an emergency medevo.c mission 

·tlorlIl by OattlecaU 92 .. 1. Piloted ·'oyla'tLt .G. A. KOnTRABECKI 
.!'Jld lstLt A. F. ~:T; the mission was o.ooom,l1shed by llovei'ing·· 
ana airto.."'tiing up the sid. of a hill. to reach So fire ~pport 
bose. The top 1000' of 'the hill be~ completely obscured by 
cloud~. 

While fr~ged for med~vt.c missions. and due to· wil:ld.~ of gale 
torce fl~t missions v,'ere extremly lighti Thoae thnt V,3re 
flovm were emergenoy Ufe or dea.th misoiona. ~e totoJos for 
the d~ were 9 sorties; 4 tanks una 2.0 hours. . 
I::aj n. VI. CARa rold lstLt T. B.. JOBE flying day medevac lmmch­
ed. to recover 2 emergency modevc.cs trom tEl . Company L 4th liarine.. 
Regim.ent~ :By outstanding f~in& skill while . o~mli~,ti;'lg. severe 
. turbulance, they Vf(!re able to complete thc~"'. ~. ',-i 

only o~~er mission flm~ was 2n o~rgoncy medevnc trom the 
jrd Eediocl. :ac.t·tcl.ion to the hospital. ship, flown 'bY' 1stJ,t 
G. v. BLACICBll'J.) o.nd lstLt B. J. DUl'l1'fIEC. 

30· July Fragged for tYlministre.'t1VO trooplif't, and reeupp),y m11eions, 
the squc.dron 'l'!orked. for the U. 8. A:rrrr:I, 2nd JJ:1VU DiviE:l.ion 
nnd the 3rd r.Iarine Division. While flying 176 sorties, oom ... : 
·plct1ng 111 tasks the s~u[~ron transportod 353 pnsnengors and 

. 47.8 flight hours. 10 rOU'cine medeva.os "lore evaoua.tecJ.. 

31 July BJ.':::~-161 frogged :tor medevnc ond ground. 8urwilenoe Diissions.· 
flew 60 sorties Md completed 41 tllsks in 22~8 flight llDurs. 
139 ,c..s'.ongars were transported. 

,. 

Cnt~lecnl1 92-4/5 ran n photogr~ph mission in connection 
\lith the sensor drops to be mode at a., lo.tar date. 
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