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. Orranizational Data (U)

a,

b,

Ce

d.

Commend end Staff (U)

Commandl.nrf Officer . -.Olltoll.l Major R. W,
Executive Officer sesesessssss Major R. J.
'3 Offlcer .o;coooooo-;---oco lStlLt G A'
U-h Offlcer 0100;000010000000. lutLt So Hu
A/C Bla_lnt Offlcer ..c.-cooooo ca-":rbo *‘ D'
Aviation Safety Officer ...... 1stLt, Ve R,
Ni’\LTO JD Offlcer ...oooloo.n;-oa lUtLt V R'

Desr‘na't,lon/Locat_Lon (U):

z
S0
v

GARR. e 1-31 Aug
ADAMS ,, 1-31 Aug
KONTRAFYOEE lw3l Any
YHILLIPS 1-31 Aw;
ALFORD , 1-31 Aug
GEER ene 1"31 Aug
GEER ,.. 1-31 Aug
sgbljla‘]o i --coo--ooooooo-ooooooo Sgtlla,]- J GESOI\“ LX) 1-31 “ug

Marine Medium Helico: ater Squadron 161, Provisional Marine
Ldreraft Group 39, lst Morine Aireraft Wing, FIFPAC,

Quang Tri, Republic of South Vietnam,

Average Strength (C)

Officers Assigned (Naval Aviators) eees
Offlcers ADG‘.‘I_.Enod (Ground) vecvesesesree E
Officers Assigned (12oval) ceesessrseccs

Enlisted f."..l‘...".'.....I....'...."' 157

Tmnortant Visitors (U)

' Total Stmngth "'too;no-'.gacno'"c..c'ao.co'too 201

Two distinguished visitors toured Provisional Manne
Lirereft Group 39 during August 1969, The Commondant.

of tle Marine Corps, General L. F. CHARMAN, Jr, inspected
and interviewed en Ifi~161 lfedivac crew and aircraft on

8 August 1969, On the twenty-second of August, Lieu-

tenamt Genersl 1i. ZAIS, 24th Corps Commander, also msoected

an FMii=161 MedEvac crew and aircrafts,

Inclosure (1)
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PART __11;, ;

Narratlve Suxmary [+3 I et e

During the. month of Augus'a, HWL-lél qomplsﬁed ninety-

.., eight percent of its assigned missionsi The squadron

‘- Flew missions as varied as.V,I.P. rung, visual recon-
 -nalssance, resupnly, troop lifts, , -and sensor drops in

- :sunport of the Third. Ma.m.ne D1v13:.on and other fr:.endly

‘ i‘orces of Worthern ICTZ,

N oy
i e

The squc.&ron f;l.ew h,579 sort,les to complete 2, 632

—‘-'"b.av'sks in support of the First Brigade, Fifth Mechanlzed

Division, First and Second ARV Regiments, ‘and Third

.. Morine Division. There were 12,529 passengers and 56lie5 .

tons of cargo del:.vered. One hu.ndred and eight emerPency,
230 priovity, and’ 136.routine medevacs were extracted and -

deli\rered to med:.cal f‘mc:r.lrbieg.

" Tven though HMM-161 was nampered by certain aircraf'b

K p&rlu shortages, a total of 1,252,2 flight hours were

accumulated, For the month of August an “averdge of three.

. :.- . aircraft per day were in g down status for lack of aft |
.. transmissions. On the 2ith and 25tk of August, six -
" CH-L46D -helicopters (29% of T. 0,) were down awoiting aft

tronsmissions. Tronsmissions were not the only major

‘ ‘gomponertiof the sophis’c.:.cated CH-46D that. were in demand

tiuring the month. = Engines,- synchronlzatlon shafts/
bearings and high speed shafts were zlso in short supply.
The denand for aft tranamissions ¢id not begin to subside

v s .,.:untll the very end.of the momthe, =

Statiatics' 12 ‘509 troops/pasaengers were carried, 56)4 Stdns of

-lcargo transported, h?h personnel medically avacuated.
This supnoit résulted in 1,252,2 flight. hours,. h,579
_ sorties. flown, 2,632 %tosks accomplished, The squaaron
: was fragged for 163 missions of which 160 were..
. completed i‘or a comoletlon rate of 98%. o
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Port III, Significant Events

1 Au Todny, HMM-161 was fraghed for fo r migsl ons comple ted
¢ all four while flying lg;S.S hours.uFF'lydng reaﬁiy, troop- -
| 1i€4mdhodningetrative. pdgsions, the syuadron flew 17h
,sorties ‘o comp ete 99 tasgs. There were 320 passengers,
"Ll 2" tons. of, pargo, - and nine Toutine medevaes:trimbported in
" support’ of the- Shird Morine Division?s ground operat:.ons
"dsho Canyon';: tArlington Gznyon' *and ’Georgla Ta!"

. One host:Lle fire incident occui‘ed in the YD9963 gri& with one
! aimmafb ‘being: h*t gausing no- casualuies. The resupply
mission wasvcompleted. ',’ TR

, w . .
T R i M PR+ I «.4
ERT)

z Aug, «*‘ragged £or medevac an fGroun;i Survelllsnce' Supper%t missions,
ne: squitson £low 125, serides bo compldte ST sty While

G
“itrehsporting. 236 passengers, -Live: tenths tof]\g 03.‘ ‘clirpd, and
26 medevacs, the squadpon flew 2808 hoursi fe! séotion of
 aireraft, Cattlecall 92-4 and.5, flew, two Semdor: Pladement
T missions :mtn, the. u&.DoSSE\End }m&'ﬂu grid squares, dropplng

‘“‘s’ﬁrmg of - sen.:ors ‘._m'fo eacn gr:.d. e ar
e e b _ g
. 3 bug :W”-xlol béln@ fragged for resupply, trcop H?t and’ ddmin-
I iy *avmmisqleno, £lew. 53,1 .f1ight hdtrsg" Worhng “the
ﬁ'mtx farsuppoyt of Third Marine D1V:.slons gmund operations
3,5k rlington Canyont and 'Georgia:Tar,? the
w20l dovties while . completi,ng 13l Yasks, A& total
. syrgers s 48 5 tons of. cargo and one medevac were

T m‘* i
it

4 oBea o

Two emergenry recon team extz'acts Were completed. Gattlecall
92«1, diverted from resupply, extracted team from “the
!E%ﬁ&@hdu -Effectively using folux 5 Scarface
. 13 ond: 37 end Seaworthy 99-7-2nd-J, cH.hén wa “#ha wlv‘—-du
x‘bruct the te:un without be:.ng h:yt, by enemy i‘n-e.,‘

A% - pproﬁwately ao3oH Ga.t’p];ecall 92-"10 extracted & recon
team from the YD1773. grid.  Three of the récen tqam were
wounded, Cattlecall 92-10, using Seaworthy 99-13 and 1k and
9817 for gun cover, entered the gone mid successfully
extracted the team without taking any hifse . -+ «

L Aug  Vhile flying modevac ond administrative missions, the sguadron
ficw 70 sorties to complete LO tasks. "A total of 2hh passer
gers and 20 medevacs were transported in 25,1 flight hours.

o oAt 2130H our medevac section lounched on 2n emergency medsvac
- iission to the XD938 grid area, The medevac was picked up
o without incicent and delivered to the hospltal ship.

SRRV
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g Aug " The squadron, fras'ged for Yeaupply missions R wmpleted all

assigned migsions while flying 11,6 hours, There were 22

Tsorties flowny ®empleting 138 tasks, while transportinp 9%
passengers "nd 47 tons of cargo.

6 Aug mm-lél, fragged for medevac missions and one administrative
.mission %o Diriengy flew & total of 16,9 hours. An extremely
‘lignt dw ag far as work being done, the squadron flew forty
. five .sorties co‘\ n"etmg thirty tasks while transporting 135
pissengers, one 2nd oud forth tons of: cargo and fourteen

, medevaes, :

7 Aug, Hit1-161 was fregged for an administrative troop 1ift and’

.- resupply missions. The squadron compiled L1 flight hours.
- ¥hile trensporting 57 tons of cargo, 219 passengers and 12
medevacs, the squudron flew 168 scrties to complete 97 tasks.

8.4ug : Flying medevee mlssions, 4-161 accumulated 26,9 hours while
' flying 83 sorties and completing 39 tasks, There were 183
-pessetigers and 23 medevacs transporteds - - : g
.9 A\;gA Fracred for resuprly and trocp 1Lift missions, the. squadron
Lo flew 177 sowbies cmm.eting 110 tasks in l1.7 howrs, There’
wore Lw pRssehyers, ho, 8 'Ocns of carpo ang: two emergency
‘medevacs ransporieds

10 Aug. HMM-163 s fragped for medevac and ac‘ministrative miasions,
fTe‘w 1,5 hours, .%here were 72 sorties flowm to complete 37
. tasks wiile hansporune 213 passengers and 75 medevacs,

“The majority of the flying wes in support of the Second

" Battalion, Third Marines. ‘fEcho! campany had made -contact

with a Jarge WVA element, and had ttken heavy casuelties,

/LT V. R GEER and 1/71T E. J. RITGIIE, leading two medevnc

sections, extracted 25 emergency, 15 priority and eight routine
. ... medevacs. Both aircraft were subjected to small arms fire,
" mortar %nd RPO'rounds whils ¢n approach and in the zene with-

“ouvt taking any hits, . ¢

11 Aug HM-161 was assigned resupply and adnﬁnistrative ‘treoop 1ift

» miseions, ‘We flew 2l'3 sorties to cemplete 125 tacks in 60,9
‘hours. ‘here were 770 passenpers and 50.7 tons of cargo trans-
ported. “In ﬂc'diticn, four medevac rilssions, were flown 2o
transport 21 emerpgency and priority medevacs, '

»

’12 Aug ‘Given' modev"c missicns, the squadron flew 58 sorties completing
3L tosks while tronsporting 120 pessengers and 33 medsvacs
5n E0,8 hours, - The night medevae seoticn, 1ed by 1/IT R.
-~ - FOGHT, lounched to recoyer two emergency and 12 priority _
rlodwucs. The first appreach was waved off due to heavy small
. =g fire. After getting into the zone, XD8659, on the '
second approach, and after the medevaes were.leaded on
board, the airerafh was the tarpet of 2 suspected satchel
chorge. The me devae mission was completed snd the ajrcraft
haa ner*'vt.:.ve damape, ’

i J“'v'-
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LEH e HIN.161, fragged for resupply »nd trcop Lift missiona, £lew-
" - 2h3 sortdies while completing 6L tagka in 50,5 hours. There

were I;D,LO possengers and 52,2 tons of cargo transported.

T'nESe. botals include dhe .gix additional lines added to the

troop JE0t, miggion by Dong B4 DASC. A1l missions. assigned

" were conm‘*c 2 and resulted in a very successful day,

lll ng Tor’"

¥ the sqin fon wes assxmed dey and night medevac and
ion 102, the Third Marine Dlvjsn.on's Taxi. Bun, We flew
ties f‘G."lp.LGt'.'nﬁ S tasks in b1.6 hours, There were
‘..o_.engzers, fme tenths tons of cargo and 36 medsvacs
trn.-,ported. :

15 Aug HI\'Et«m 1, given'resupply, trooplift and recon missions, flew
.L20 sarties while c'cmnlet_L ng. 72 %sag ‘rs in b8, hours. There
were 19l Faseengers, 35,0 tons of csrge and one emergency
medbvans trenspar ued,. R N ' R

16 Aug Tu Lav, the . seyvdron, given the medevac pachage flew 102

S, BEThies o carplete 52 tasks in 33,5 hours, . There were 403
~°" 7 . passengers, five tenths tons of cargo and 27.. ‘medevacs trans-
L portade o CoLe

17 Aug I‘EII.1=_LOJ assi +0 a“tuﬁJ o;cop T34 mJ.ss_Loqs md resupply,
- o Jfliew 1Lb sor* inile completing 75 taosks in 30,6 hours.
- Thére were 153 troo ps, 11,0 tons of cargo and one emergency
Tnedev‘-e.c tr nmc:‘ted, S '

SRS

[ VA o

et Aejtial uf iv: a:u'-crau L oon uhe aasault 11ft damaged ‘rotor"”
) “bladcs Lv strﬂ.-:'.ng smell trees that rem2ined in the
inadequatlly prepared gone. The pooY, zéne prep was rrobably
- ,rlu.:v"td‘i “riliery.prep being. shortened by cne half hour
. and The av .;:.b;e air prep nct be:mp sufficient: to properly
clear. t1° 7o”cn

- 18 Aug '“hv g cron, be:\.ng asu;rrac. 'nﬂdevac; and "dmln“swative
%mns £or the. Third ¥arine Divisicn ohd the gk MAW . :
- i'..k..-w 128 scarties while completing: %, tasks in b1, 9 flight hours,

There were 386 passengers, oné ton. of,‘ cairgs -md ~eight med-
c.'rc.cs *r“nspcrted., e

19 Aug HMM-lél being fragged for resupply a.nq. uc’mnistrative missions N
<flew 105 sorties. in. 38,2 hours,. There were. 89 passenpers, -
0.1 tons of cargo. md 19 mede Aacs. urans‘ocr .,ad while comMm-
pleting Sh-taskse . © U gy ‘

Ve

t

- Night m@dev"c fron 18 August flew 12, 6 hqurs , gome, after mide
nizht, to bring the total to F2,5 hours for the’ day. The
medevac birds wete hampered by poor visibility, dlow z22ilings
~nd enemy 26tion Ageinst the unit :Prom which the . medevacs .
wers "’Jf'Mssi"lllv mctrac'ted Y 3

Sel

..\.

20 hug The yﬂwan. t,.ch b‘ae medevac and t'.wx. missions :m supnort
~of tlwe"i‘hncl Morine 'D,.vlslon, fiew 157 sorties while com= - -
“pleving. 102 tesks in 50.9 hours., There were LO2 passengers’ :
L 0 toas of carge and 29 medevacs transported

“ EWCTOSHRE- (1) h -6-
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21 Aug -161, assimed resupply missions, fiew 103 sorties to
‘ ‘complete 76 tasks. There were 20h- passengers, 35.5 tons of
corgo and nine medevaca transnorted in 30, heurse

22 Aug HMM-161, fragged for medevac snd admniatrative mis-=1cns
for the suppert of the Third Marine Division, flew 153 . -
sorties tc complete -82 tasks. There were 167 passencers and
e:.ght medevecs transported in 53, 8 L1ours.

23 hug The squc.dron, given resuprly miss/ions, flew 98 sorties to
conplete 55 tasks in 21.! flight/hours. There were 199
passengers, 12,2 tons of cargo ; d 19 medevacs carried.

Of the dGaily tot=l, the night medevac section of 22 August
flew eight hours, The lead A/(?p piloted vy 1/LT BLACKEIRD,
recovered seven emergency, seven pricrit uy and one routine
medevac, : el .

2 Aug Given missions in support of the Third Marine Divisicn, the

' squadron flew 13,1 hours, There were 118 scrties flown to

* complete 86 tasks while transporting th passengers and 19
medevacs.

At first light, 1/LT E. J. RITGHIE, the nipght standby section
leader, launched con 2an emergency recon cxiract. The team
had been in contact and had suffered one killed and three
.. wounded, Using Ssaworthy gunships for air cover, 1/LT RITCHIE
vl successful;y extrantad the team.

" 25 Aug !‘MM—lél, given reeuprly, administrative, s ond its ﬁ.rst "C&C
‘missicn flew 16,3 hours -to complete 128 scrties and 70 tasks.
. .- There were 217 pa ssengers and 1,0 tons of cargo transperimide.

26 Aug  MMM-161 flying in support of the Third Marine Divieicn
campleted 160 serties and 89 tasks in 29,9 hours. There
were 1112 possengers, five tenths tons of carge and 11 medevacs
-transported.

Five of the séven emergency medevacs were the result of a
rocket attack on Vandergrift Combat Base, None of our alre
craft recieved any damage from the attack.

27 Aug The squac.ron, riven medevac and "dministratlve mssions in
surport -of the Third Marine Division, flew 165 sorties to
complete 105 tasks in £0.2 hours., There were 563 pasgengers,
6.5 tons of cargo and 17 medevacs transported,

M2j. Ro W. CAER; Jeacing the night medevac mission, extracted
five anergency, five priority and one routine medevac from
2 hoshile zone without the aid of punships o fTareshipu’ ..
The medevac mission was accamplished without incident.
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fTipht howes,
.ond 11 medevacs. tra nsporued

) 29Aug K HMIVI“léT. D(’il"a

’ qena}" "“3”](“.)] 3
flown to ro"“P\ 117 tosks, The ~ﬂrao and passengers

g, gaﬁigned medevﬂc, taxi .and acministrative missions
;ﬂwkp0“t of the. Thipa Marine. Dirision, The squadrons
Iy & lghb t

ctals were: 1§ sorties, 86 tasks =nd 39,1
- There were 528 passengers, .5 tons of cargo

f”a”Fed for resupp¢y; trocplift and emer-
¢, 15,3 hours,  There were 187 sorties

delivered were ’n»T,uo“F and 837 p spazotively, There were

o FCJ‘V“LS tra‘souruea by the sgua oroa today,

"At O"Z»OH 1, "R, ¢ ALLEN a and 1/i7 Mq ‘( PIGC{INS SUCCESE

30-Aug HNW*ld., sigm
Hﬁrdfh;i Di

2aeond ARV D
"sqrﬁjes Llovm

- Se

y e."{"ﬁ"u\ J'—

,_v.

. included #p PANS
S fiva rcﬁﬂvﬂcs.

';na'savﬁﬂ“ﬂ~ fisw 292 mox:
hola.h Sa il

=d a racon tean that ust. broken contaet
grld square,: : :

med n devac and resupp*v m_ssiors for the -~
ivision and an assuu*+ troop Uift for the
sion, flew | 43,9 hcursq ‘There were 17

Lo Cconphete 86 bnsxsg Completion . of the tasks

porting 607. pasa;ngers, 19,0%ons of carec and

o R, Wf ARR Iead the s°VEﬁ nlﬂne ARVN assault which

‘s’)‘
Y

162, oe*ug

454 mdn _;?n in only Y2.4 hours of totaT

P

siven ¢ esupplj, admin¢surative trocp 1lift and

emergency sta ndby m,sslc13, completed all missions, In
adcition to the plven: m¢351ono, tueysquacron-flew eight hours

 oF “11~t ond
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*ew membcr tra 10“ng 1nps.

bies to comp]efe,_3u tasks in 59.8
were oGu passen ve"s and 22 1 tons of cargo '
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