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1:'0, ~Q1:';'·':an·:1ant of the ".adn~ I';orps (Code I~t:l) 
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"ia.: (l)~or=-, a"jin~ nl'.ti!=er, ?rovisiona! ~'arlne Aircraft -;rouo 39 
(2) Comr.'anding ~'ene1-al t ls~ r'arine c.ircrat't ··'in~. ::;r:~J:lA': 

'{ef: (a) r':C0 575C .2A 
(b) f/CI1 57S0.1 
(e) '?l'.i~-oACO 5750.8 

1~ In ~Gc("rdar,c~ '!\tr·ith references (a) t1:l1·~u~h (C). the information 
c6ntaine~ herei.., i!i s~i:><':i tte4 
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a. Commlnd md stdE (u) . 
LtCol. DA~'In t. BLAM 1 .. 31 :!lee 68 

~eeutive ~!fieel "&jot' JOS,pq L. P13.L T1!R 1 - 31 Dee 68 

S-3 Officer vajos f'A~'ln L. C!lcr.~,:)IS 1 - 31 ::lee 68 

Sa.fety oific;u latt.t a~"3~r w. tnJLt.ltlS 1 - 13 :::>ec 68 

Safety ~ffice1' 

oapt. R.UD('\L}Ir{ H. lIA~fn 1 - 13 De$ 68 

NAro~ Officer P~"'Ol' ::>~tR.!) P. l"!I~T 14 ... 31 DeC 68 

SCtMaj. JOIfM .~. f.XY."D~·iV.~ 1 ... 31 De. 68 
" ' 

b. Desi1ll&tion/J .. o.ation (TJ) 
• ' I • 

"arine MeCliu" ~eitc~!)ter SqUadron 161, 1!'fovisional 
Marine Aircraft ';foUP 39, ~st ,oarine Aircraft ~"inp" 
:t~PPAC, '1Uan4 ~1 i l\epubU. of ~oi.ttb 'Tietnam. 

e. ~etale Strenlt~ (~) 

officers Atsisneis (~1ava1 Aviators) 
Of(!cel's A.Ssl~~ ( ... .,tound) 
Officers Assl~e4 (~'avy) 
1nlisted Stren~th 

~tal Stren~th 

46 
4 
1 

U3 -
233 

'1'her~ ~..fel'e no im!'JOl'tant vial tore to r~arin. f'edium 
·-'~1ico..,ter ~quadrOn 161 c:ludn~ the "edod 1 ')~e<",bel' 
t':;tou~h 31 "ecer-,ber 1968. 

~, ,!S 5 n;u. 
£ ..•. 
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iF7 f1 b!t"fi AI. 
d d 

Madne f·~diUiil ~elic;o:;lter Squadron 161 ~idecJ t~ follow ... 
11'\~ belic;onter Services' for th.e lrd r'~adne nlrtsiert, the 
major! ty of which sup"lOl'ted C"!)etati,,1'!s !CO'1l.AND II, :lA"SOM 
RIVER and I,1ARS"~Att n"~J!AIN. ' 

Statistics: 20,699 Troot'S/hdel1gers cuded, 1,039.2 tone 
of car~o earried, 1,S41 per~onnel me4ically 
evacuated, 61 le<:0nnaissarlce Tea!l1S inserted 
and 46 '''~am. extracted.. This SUDoort resulted 
in 1,734.4 flilht hours, 7,16) sortiea l101ft 
and 3,708 taslut ~eom')1iahed. !be squadron 
was fr.~'tecl for 186 dSI5:i..f)nsot whiob 116 were 
cOfnnlete4 for a COIIl)letiM rate 'of 9S~. 

,0;;.4.. 4k.h3.4i UJ£L 
J • 
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:PART III Si'f.1ificant "Ne~ts (e) 

1 ;)ec 68 ~.:;.r:::l ~ ·161 cOrl::Jleted five (5) recon iaaertaand six (6) 
extracts. tto fire inci.:i'!':lts S'e"1Orted. ~r~ guns,",ips 
provided air cover. 

2 ryec~.g !"n 1'ission 401, a troop Hft, ~-161 JTloved 258 troops 
in 56 tasks for 21.1 houts from LZ CATBS to xn 920-405 
and iror.: the --ry:'(PIL!! to Y;) 043-213. 

3 ryec 68 ~l:fil-161 cor.l1~ieted three' (3) recon inserts and five (S) 
extracts. '·tUBY ~n6hi1'5 provi1ed airborne cover. 

4 Jec 68 lf1!M-161 was scheduled a tact:i.cal troop lift in eul)'!)­
ort of the lstARvtl Battalion. lWO aircra(t flew 
6.3 hours, 46 :.arti e"'j " ~2 t as?:!! a'l d c art! eel 293 
troopS and 4.0't~"a c~tff,) irOf'll. YJ) 463-395 to 
YD 290-345 andft(lillt· Y1.) 290-396 to; LZ ~·.lAAotl. 

5 Dee '6S pour 'Hr',!-l61 aircnltc.On . .:1ucted SPA~RO'" '-u,.1'1lC 
operations atY? 12S'-5Q2.A nUl"'.'Qer of ~WA h~' been 
spotted. 67 troops '!'fere ins'erted 'It 7 sorties and 
6.2 f1i~ht '-'ours. rm:n- ,uns~!ps r.n-ovided Greover 
an:1 coordinated fixed '"in1 sUPJ)!)t't. 

6 ')ec 68 't<1M-161 flew a. t~ooo lift c:aftyinlJ 106 tro"!)8 in 
37 sorties for 7.0 #H'tnt hours iron XD 955.383 to 
~, h.' 93R~71I:?1' • 

7 Jec 68 In su",ort 01 dssiors, 2C3, ,"~-161 !1e!/f 38 sorties 
c:a.rryin~ 120 lteconTeatn frler::,efS tor 14.4 fli~ht hours. 
~i,,:ht (iJ) teans ffere Inserted til'" three (3) teams 
were e~tracted. 

3 :>ec 63 ('n ~ tnctica.l tro,,~ lH't MI.-161 carded 1,410 troope 
and 9.5 tons care-o in 25.5 sorties and 103 tasks £01' 

56.0 fli":ht hours. 

9 l)ec tid '-1l'l!!'h-161 flew 121 sorties, 47 tas'(S (or 28.8 f"1i~ht 
hours on a tacl;iClll tro,,!,) lift. I)ne (1) 11:11'1-161 
aircraft ';'1808 shot ;1own in the vi<:lni ty of P 037-290. 
,[,h,e ~i. rcr"'~t !'lade a forced latldit1~ across the 
Laotian botder.me ere'·" ,.,as pieted up <f!tb one (1) 
C~e.Vf m~ber s1i~htly wr;un·:1e4. ~W'3Y 'ltUns~l" and 
OV-IOA's !)rovieled airborne cover. 

-s-
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10 Dec 68 !-!"f.~-161 flett, 25 sorties, 14 tafilta tnd ~al'rie4 

164 tr~op6 fot a total of ~.2 fli~h' h~r. on & 
str.ike,'1ission into yt) 052-281. 

11 Dec 63 

13 Dec 68 

13 Dec 63 

14 ')ec 68 

15 Dec 68 

Provided heiicopter support for the 3rd Marine 
Division. 

An HMM-lbl utc:raft while attClil!)tin~ to insert a 
tecon tear,1 into YD 344-270 (ltar'.e under _all ams 
Eire. the aitct!1:t sustained darn.a~ed believed 
caused ;,y El granade or R,P"; round. The teal/\ was 
extrac·ted. wi thout sustaining easual tiel. 

~ovided belico1)ter sur)?Jort for t!,e 3rd ?tarine 
D:_vision. 

HMfil-161 flew a tactical troon lift. They flew 99 
sorties, 44 taslts and carrioed 384 ~assenlJers for 
23.2 xli "{ht houtl. ~ruE\' :JOnah! Niprl')dded .tr­
;)ome cover, !U)d OV-l0A'S cOlJr·1inatad air strr-:es. 

~r."vided h~1ico")ter su!)t:)Ort :01' the3rd T~adne 
:Jivisirm. 

16 :)ec 6!3 ~.:cMf'1-·161 fl~~'1 ttofO tactical trOl),? lifts. 0ne lif't 
fIe,-. 40 sortiee an<1 11 tas~,a 1i.~tin~ 202 troor;s for 
8.6 ·~1i'>,'ht h':>urb. 1'le se~ond Hft flew 37 sorties, 
19 tas!~s Hftin/.t 158 tto')1;)$ and ~h5 tons caS'~o in 
8~2 fli1ht houd. 

17 'Jec 68 Ht'J.~.j-161 fie".·' a tactical troop lift flying 25 sorties, 
11 tas!cs carrying 102 troone f.,r ;.6 1U~~t hours. 
01!-.jl)A'S provided cover. 

18 - 1.9 Jec 613 Prl)vided l1elic()tltersuooort for the 3rd f~ arine 
713-vis:ion" 

2.0 :)(~.: 1)'1 .::;r-·ll·-161~lew a stri~1? nission rrtY..l LZ Z-1AR.ON to 
v~) 335·487 ~ '['J 333 ... 314 a"d 1(!J 330 .... 300. '!'he squad .. 
ron .fj~[l 513 sor4.:iee, 26 tasit6 i"hile clU'ryint: 308 
tro('t')'" :"!n1 3~1 tons car~o for lS.lfli""',t hours. 

~j. ;~e(~ 08 ~-l;···j'(;·.161';o0k nart in a tactical trol)T,) li.~t. Aircraft 
::1.e':!! ~ sOl'ties carryin~ 40 troot;\S for 2.7 f1i!ht 
h')urs., ·m"'''·(a,uns·~i 98 ."rovided airborne CoveS' and 
;~ixed Hin~ coordinaU')n. 
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22 :iec 6S '?l'o~ded hoU.CC)"tet aunl')Ort for the 3rd ~'adne 
Division. Tactical o~rat!on8 ~ere h~1~~red due 
to po(\r "IC!:1ther c"ftdid~n8. 

23 l)eC 63 t!f,M·lul ni.~ht t,," 1Vac pac'.~age hunched on an 
er,ler~~ncy l'1isslt)n to TD 113...546. ",. ",ed-evy '-lad 
b~en mau1ed by a tiBer. 1n the course of 4 sortiea, 
1 tas!t for 2.a 1U~t bours, the Mission w~s 
CO!1l.o1eted.The med-evac aircrt\.!t also extracted 
the· recon teal'll ot which th~ r.u!!d-evac .u a m(.!"\1ber, 
also, an 8 foot, '00 Ib dead tieer. 

24 ;)e6 68 K'!.:'~·161 aitcra£t. "1"dlt attll:::'."lting to exttac:t a 
r~con tew\t at X!) 840-630 CST.e under intense smell 
arms. fbi! and .!O caliber machine tpIft tire. The 

. aircraft ,too): two (2) hits, one in the fuel cell. ~ 
but conUnued Intothe zone p.nd suc:caasEuUy 
co,r,?:11eteeS the· .t~act1t)n. 

26 nQC 61) lfolr..l61 rn~vecl l,2CO trMal f1yi"!! 2t4 sorties for 
35.4 fl1,ht hours. 

27 :)ec: 61 '1?r(')vided hdico~ter su!)~rt for the 3r4 f'~arine 
;,ivisi?n. 

28 :lee 613 ~.'lM-161 flCN a tactical tl'O"lP lift tlyintl 160 sorties, 
84 taS1cs aarryinfJ 969 tro?!')s f"r 21.9 !litJ1lt hours. 
~ruEY ~ns~i?S or~i4e4 aircover. 

29 :"lee 68 provided hcU.co~ter SUP::lOl't for the 3reS Marine 
nivisirm. 

30 ')ec 68 lfAt.':-161 aircraf't ran an em~r~ency extractl~ of 
an ei~ht (8) m~ recon team at '!tI) 11''''''34 due 
to the team'S position be~ftlJ comoromise4 1'he 
niscion was successfull, ccaphted. \fTJ13V ~n.hl!,)S 
9rovided airh~rne cover. 

::1 1)~c:: 6 j3 Plovid~d heHcol')ter 8UO~l't toe the 31'd Marine 
jivis:l~ne .. 
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