DECLASSIFIED

- ® ¢
: MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SGUADRON-161
Provisional Marine Aircraft Group-39
lst Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPAC
FPO Sn Francisco, Californja 96602
' 3:RCA:ree
5750
03427669
3 October 1969

CONFIDENTIAL

From: Commending Officer ¢ _ e s
To:  Commnding Offiger, Provisiona} Marige Adreraft Group 39

Subj: Command Chronology
Ref: (2) Wg0 5750.4

. Encl: ﬂ/ﬂ.) Command Ghronolig‘y for period 1 through 30 September 1969
1, In accordance with reference (a), the subject’fepert is hereby
subnd tted,

Rd . CARR ;
b
. ENCLOSURE (3§
Downgraded at 3 year Copy_'__ of_IECopies
Intervals; Declagsified after
12 years, : CONFIDENTTAM

DECLASSIFIED

19/~ H w

WMoY QL)

bos) 436G




DECLASSIFIED

N Pty
e ‘ .

CONFIDENTIAL

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY OF
MiRINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON=161
QUANG TRI, REPUBLIC. OF SOUTE VIETNAM

1 SEPTEMBER. THROUGH 27 SEFTENGER. 1969

® PHU BAI, REPUBLIC OF SOUTH VIETNAM
28 SEVIMEDER THROUGH 30 SEFTEMBER. 1969
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PARD' I, Orgeizational Data(U)

8.

Command and Steff(U)

Comand:i:ng OfficcTassesdajor R
Exccutive Officeresess..Major Re
S"‘3 Officerveooscesrs ...M’ljor. L,
S'hl- offiaer‘oo sessesenee oB&tLt So
I:\-/c' Majnta Officero sase ocapt-. Pl
Lviation Safety Officer.lstLt V.
NATOES Officersecessass JstLb Je
Sg‘h Mﬂjuaac-ntouo'o--.-asgﬁq&j

WO’ C‘A'RRO ees ol"BO Sep‘liem'ber
Je ADAIS,...1-30 September
G. POOLU o0 -1“’30 Se }_Jtembel‘
H, BHILLIZS.1-30 September
D. LLFORB, ,,1=30 September
RQ\ GEER¢ ese 01—30 September‘
N, DONNER...1-30 September
J. GIDSON,..1-30 Septembexr

be

Cs.

Cle

Enclosure (1)

Desimation/Location (U)

Morine Medium Helicopter Squadron=161, Provisional Merine
Lircraft Group-39, Ist Marine Lirerafd Wing, FMFELC

Quahg Tri, Bopublic of South Vietnam 1 through 27 September,
Phu Dai, Republic of South Vietnam Z8 through 30 Septenber.

Lvercge Strength(C)

Officers Assigned (Naval Aviatars)eececase
Officers ASSngned (G’round)aooanaacaaaooaco 3
Officors Assigned (Navy)eeseesosesecsasees L
mc]isted‘....-o-o.no----oooo--a--..oogo.oo

Tota-l stmngth'to'oai!.cot'.lllli...-no.ll

Imortant Visitors(U)

There were no importent visitors to Merine Medium Heldcopter
Squadron-161 during the period 1 through 30 September 1969,
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PART II, Narrayive. Summary(C)

Although HMM~161 was operating on reduced zireraft avail- '
ebility because of the damage by Typhoon Dors on 2 September,
the squadron still fiew 986,1 hours: for the month, During a
two dey critical period, the squadron received augmentesion
assistonce from HMM-263, Resupply was: conducted. throughout:
the mon*i fa.3reutine basis to Morine, Army ond ARTN wnife
deployed in the. field, The squadron, in providing heIilsopter
support ¢ the Third Marine Division, supported @pexeédtions:
IDAHO CANYON, ARLINGTON CANYON anc GEORGIA TAR. In addition
to ¢ battalion size assault, the 2nd ARWN Division also

‘recsived logistic asasistance as HMM~161 once again played.

an important role in their TLOR, Mod~Evac missilons were
proevelant daily, though enemy contact was epowedig. Those
casualties. withdrawn from the field of battle were courage=
ously and expertly evocucted to medical facilities by the
flight crowsof HMM-161,

The lntter poart of September sew HMM-161 enter & néw phase:
of logistical combat support in the Republic of South :
Vietname. Due to the reduction of Morines: within the. Northern
ICTZ, the squedron's main tasks were the withdrewel and
relocation of elements of the Third Marine Divisdon almng

the Northern and Northwestern frontiers: of South Vietnam.

During the perdiocd 26 through 28 September, HMM-161 assumed
o stand=down statns as: the squadron prepored to redeploy
from Quang Tri (ITU Air Dose) to Phu Bai, Normal operstions
were continued on 29 September 1969,

Stotistics: Thewe wore 12,752 troops/poassengers. carried, 308.L tons of

cargo transported, 236 personnel mecically evacuated,
This support resulted in 986,1 flight hours, 3,510
sortics flown, 2,11} tasks. accomplished., The squadron
wes fregped for 11 missions of which 135 were completad
for o completion rate of 95,7%,.
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CONFIDENTIAL
 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1 Sep HMM-161, fragged for four missions s flew 27,0 hours completing

119 sorties and 75 taskss Five medevac missions were flown with
one emergency aad five priority medevacs being transported to
medical facilities. It was necessary to hoist one of the prioe-
rity medevacs; this was expertly done by Lt, M, FINNERTY. His
professiongl, ability prevented i‘urther injury to the wounded
Marine,

Today Quang Tri was hit by Typhoon Dora. Winds were in excess

of 70 plus Rrots and all operations wexw: cenceiled. The high wind
caused excessive blade flapping and new rotor blasdes ware reguired
for 18 of our airerafi..

Crews worked around the clock last nipght and were able to get one
aircraft in an up status. A total of 7.8 hours were flown come
pleting 25 sortics and 20 tasks, carrying 117 possengers., HMM-161
supplied two crews this evening to reliewve the crews of the two
HMM=263 aireraft which were ougmented to us,

HMM=161 operations were still slowed down becsuse of the storm
donage to aircraft, Even though rotor blades were slow in coming,
three arcraft were availebls for frag, Fifty sorties and thirtye
two tasks were completed in 4oL flight hours, The squadron .-
transported 121 passengers, one of which was a priority medevac,

HMM-161 wos fragged for and completed six missions. One hundred
and eighty four sorties were flows in 46.8 hours, Fiwve hundred .
end twenty nine passengers and 15.5 tons of cargo were transported
by the sguadron,

At 0200H two aircraft launched on an emergency medevac +o '280°/
26% NM from Quang Tri for a recon team member who hed been bitten
by & sncko. After several unsuccessful attempts to hoist the
medevac, the aircraft had to myfurnto Quang Tri for fuel. Upon
returning, the reacon team had eleared a zone for the plane, '
Lt L. D, “F DMERAN attempted to back into the zone following
instructions from the erew chief and the recon team radio oper-
ator but hit 2 tree with his aft blades., Because of severe
vibrations the pilot was foreced to malkte an emergency landing
approximately 1500 meters. away. A security force was inserted

28 sooil 85 possible,

The squadron ae fragged forr £ive misskons, We flew 73 sorties
comploted 52 {asks while flying 2he3 flight hours, Two hundred
enc five pux were carried and 3.t tons of cargo were delivered.
One enerpency, four priority and three routine medevacs were
tronsnhorted to medical facilities in eight medevac missions,

- At 100CH, a rccovery team was launched to repair the aircraft

domed the night before. The team took sporatic small arms fire
while working on the A/C, but continued to repair the damage,

he aircraft recovery teama.nd securlty force were flown out
without further incident,
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Fragged for four missions todoy ; we flew 212 serties and comp-
lcted 130 tasks in L84 flight hours, Five hundred and ninety-
seven pix and 32,0 tons of cargo were transported for the 3rd
Marine Division, Two hundred forty-seven pax and 20,0 tons of
cargo were carried in 15.7 flight hours in support of operation
QEORGIA ®AR, One emergency and six priority medevecs were carried
in four nedevac missions.

HMM-161 was fragged for medevac and administrative flights,
Fiftyenine sorties were flown completing 37 tasks while carrying
105 pox and 1.2 tons of cargo in 25,0 flight hours, The medevac
circraft flew a total of 5,9 hours while corrying one emergency,
three priority and one routine medevac, .

HMM-161 flow 33.0 hours while completing 147 sorties and $0 tasks,
Two hundred eighty-two pax and 25,0 tons of cargo were delivered,
There wWere 9.7 hours flovm in support of operation XDABO GANION
with 170 tons of cargo and L6 pax being delivered, Two emer=
gency and eight routine redevacs were transported to mediecal
facilities in eight medevac missions.

The squadron flew 55 sorties completing 31 tasks while carrying
131 pax and 0,5 tons of cargo in 21,4 flight hourss One emer-
gency, three priority, and three routine medevacs were trans-
ported to medical fdcilities in seven medevac missions.

LT J. N. BONNER led a two plane flight that dropped three strings
of sensors west of Vandegrift Combat Base.

- HMM~161 flew 220 sorties, completing 180 tasks while carrying

1,659 troops and transporting 13,5 tons of cargo in 49,3 flight .
hourse Maj Lo Go POOL led 8. six plans troop lift in support
of operction AMIINCGION: JANYQNy flying 122 sorties completing
100 tasks, carrying 1,192 troops and 7,0 tons of cargo in 2645
f]i{_.;‘ht hours. ‘
We flow 1h5 sortiesy completing 95 tasks, while carrying 381
pox and delivering 25,0 tons of cargo in U466 flight hourse
Two enerzency, 12 priority and five routine medevacs were
trensported to medical facilities, HMM~161 sent two aircraft .
south to suvpert the lst MARDIV, They flew 19,2 hours and
completed &8 sorties and 43 tasks while carrying 116 troops:
and 2L¢0 tons of cargos

HM-161 flew 259 sorties to complete 161 tasks, Elght hundred
and ton pax were carried and 35.7 tons of cargo deliverede Two
emzrrency end five priority medevacs were carried to medical
facilitics, Two aireralt flew 15,0 hours in support of the
igt MARDIV conpleting 39 sorties and 26 tasks while carrying
113 troops and i2,7 tens of cargo.
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1 Sep Fragped for five missions , fhe squadron flew 62 sorties and
completed b6 tosks in 2L,0 £light hours. One hundred and sixby
six pax were carried and two tons of corgo delivered, Two
priority end 13 rouiine medovac were corried in five medevac
nissions.

15 Sep The squadron flew 24,1 hours in swport of the 3rd Marine Diwlsion
completing 93 sorties and 70 tasks while carrying 285 pax and two -
tons of ecarpos. (ne emergency medevac was also completed, CEITRE
(204 1 & 2 were fired upon while delivering resupply in the vici~-
nity of the L7, :

16 Sep IME-i6l fiew 106 sorties and completed 59 tasks while fiying
3746 hours, Two hundred and fifty-nine pox were carried and
7.5 tons of cargo delivered, Two priority and nine routine
mcevacs were carried in four medevac nmissions.

17 Sep HMM=161 flew 156 sorties and completed 90 tasis in L7.h4 flight
hours, Four hundred and fortyenine pax were carried and i6.5
tons of cargo delivered while 7 emerpgency, 23 priority and 30
routine medevacs were transported to medical facilities in 11
redevac missions, '

1B Sep We flew 120 sorties and completed 72 tasks in 38,3 fiight hourse
Four hundred and ninety pax and 9.5 tons of cargo were delivered

4 I3 Re Co ALLEN completed an emsrgency medevas

R, 573/l positioned at 278°/26 N from Grecg Trile

e assauited by 3IMA 3/L before the medevac

coild teds An additional emergency medevac was taken’
by T2 congony during the assaulb,

19 Sep Todny tho scvodvon wns frageed to fly resmmply for the 3rd
Marine Livision. Sewenty three sorties were flown with 36

basks completed for 15.6 flight hours, One hundred ond frwty=
-ons pow were carriede Fifteen and half tons of cargo were
deliverod,

20 Sep M-=jor Bichard CARR, Commerding Officer of HMM~161, led & six

plane assuuid trocp 1ift in support of the Second ARVN Miwisden .

Five hwuwed end thirty-nine pax were inserted in & zone bearing

210730 N from Quang Tri. The Second ARVW Diriatam sequimed Th

scriiss o complete 34 tasks, ‘fwo hours elapsed time was Tre=

quired to complete the 1ift. '

Trhe remoivdarr-of the dey sow HMM=161 fly 153 sorties end 89 tasks

in suppors of the 3rd Marine Division., Major CARR led his flight

on the Initial withdwawal of the 3rd Regiment, 3rd Marine Divisions

Tho 3rd Morines were exiracted from their positions along the

L2 ond celivered to Cam Lo ond Vandegrift Combat Base, Niae

-kundred and eighty three linrizes were transported in L7.3 i‘lighj%.\
4!
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The squadron flew all its frapgzed missions in support of the 3rd

Marine Division, One hundred and eighty~-three sorties were flowm’
completing 99 tasks, Total flight operations required 48,0 flight
hours, HM=161's aircraft carried 753 poax and 1,5 tons of cargo.

HMM=161 flew 122 sorties and 72 tasks in support of the 3rd
Merine Divisione The squadropd primary mission was medevace
Ninstoen nedevacs were extracted and delivered to medical faci-
litiez, Four medevacs were emergency, 13 were priorities ond
two were rouvine, Three hundred pax and three tons of carge
were also carried, Thirty=three flizht hours. were flown,

At 20L5H CLEWLE TBERO2-11 and 92-12 were launched on an emer-
geney recon extract. CGAITIE GALL 9211, piloted by Major
Richerd CGARR, extracted the tecm without inecident, The pickup
zone wos located on the 2669 Bearing 25% NM from Quang Tri.,
Two men of the recon team had been wounded by enemy action.

The squacron wess 2ssigned a troop 1ift and resupply as its primary
missions. Twm'dundred and fifty-four sortics were flown completing
122 tosks, Nine hundred end eighty=-six troops were carried &nd
1940 tons of cargo delivered in 51,2 f£light hours,

HMM~161 flew 93 sorties and 66 tasks in support of the lst
Morine Divisiony 3rd Marine Division, and lst MAW, .Two aircreft
supported the Seventh Regiment, lst Marine Division, The two
aircraft carried a totel of 91 pax and 10,5 tons of cargo in-
13.0 flight hourss The squadron also maintained the day long
mecevac stand=by for the 3rd Marine Division, Five medevac
missions accounted for two priority amd 16 routine medevacs,

A total of 35,3 flight hours wore flowne Three hundred and
elghty-six pax and 12.7 tons of cargo werc delivered by HMMel6l

Flight operations were curtailed in preparation for the embarke
ation of IMM-L5L from Quang Tri to Phu Bai, Nineteen sorties
were flown and eight tasks were completed in 8,1 flight hours.
Thirtyfour pax and 3.0 tons of carpo were carried by squadron
aircreft, The squadron'’s ground supporb crews nrepared their
equiment for embarkation. It Se He PHILLIPS, Embarkation
Ofiicer, Cirected the operaticns Three truck convoys were locded
and readied for cn early morning departure to Phu Bai, '

HIM-101 assumed a stand cown stetus, Three truck convoys de=
rorted for Fhu Bai at dewn. Two more convoys were packed and
ceparied for thu Dai by noon,

Although the squadron remained in 2 stand down sbetus, forty
svrtics and 28 tasks were floun in support of the embarkation

of the squadron -ersonncl and materizl, One hundred and fifteen
pax were carried and 29,0 tons of carpgo was transported by heli-
copter from Quang Tri to Thu Bai, 4% 1700H hours the last A/C
londed at Phu 3ni. The embarkation was completed.
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HMMw161 remained in a stend down status, We flew eight sorties
and five tasks on administrative runs in support of the squadron.
Eight pax and 0,5 tons of cargo wes carried in 3.3 flight hours,

HMM=161 assumed normal operations out of Phu Bai, Two hundred
anc forty-one sorties ond 112 tasks were flowm in support of the
3rd Merine Division, Nine hundred and seventy-three pax were
carriede, Eleveh tons of cargo were delivered, Five inserts and
three extracts were accompllshen. in support of the 3rd Recon
Battalions Eight missions were fragzed and all were completed
in 55,8 fllght hours, CETEEE GASL 92~9,piloted by Lt V. R. CGEIR.
end Lt Be & FRALLIC, was assigned e emergency recon exbract,
in eisht man recon team located at 2900/21 NM Quang Tri tacan
nede contact with on NVA force, After getting shot out of the
zong on the fivst two approaches, Lt GEER successfully extracted
the teame The aircraft recieved 50 cal and 430 el fire » but
was not hit,

Froagged for ei@t missions, the squadron flew 1547 hours and
completed all missionse One hundred fifty-four sorties were
fiown ond 97 tasks were completed in suppert of the U.S, irmy
and Third Marine Division, Fiwve hundred and two pax were
carried and 9.8 tons of cargo was delivered,
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