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Pl~"m' I. Org::niz.ut;honal I:(r.ta,(U) 

a. OOl1llT'itnd ~.nd S-be.f! (U) 

Oommanc'..:ing Officer. •••••• Maj or. Ro W. CARR:. •••• 1 .. 30 September­
EJearnrt.iw Officen ••••••• Major li.. J .. llllf.MS ••• • 1:.-30 Sep-'-'vember' 
S-3 Oftice~ •••••••••••• Mnjor L. G. POOL ••••• l-30 September 
S-4~ OffiGer ••••••••••••• 1J.s.tLt S. H._ rlIILLILS.1-30 SepJ,;;omooro 
A/C. Mninto O£ficer •••••• capt .• P. D. 1I.LFOR'O ... 1-)0 September 
Aviation SafetY' Officer.lstLt V. R. GEEU.. •••• 1.30 September. 
N1 ... TO~:S Offlicett •••••••••• lJatLt J. 1'1. DOHNER ••• 1-30 September' 
Sgt- 11cj ••••••••••••••••• SgtMaj J. GIDSON. c .1-30 September 

b. De8~~ation/Location(U) 

Merine ~diurn. Helicopter Squac1ron-161, ?rovisiono.l Ma.rine 
Aircrnft Group-39, 1st Marine l~ircr.aft· WingJ Fl'lFB' .. C· 
QuMg Tri, Hcpublic of South VietnlllTl 1 through 2.7 Septemberjp 
l?hu ))3i, TI.epublic of South VietnllI11 ~ through 30 September. 

c. ~vercge Stren&th(O) 

Officers Assigned (Neval Aviators;)........ 40 
Off:icers j~ssi[,'Iled {Ground).".............. 3 
Officors'Assigned (Nov,y).................. 1 
&cliste(l'. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • •• ..l:ll.. 

Total StrenGth •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 221 

d. J;m?9l'tant Vis i tors:(U) 

Fnclosure (1) 

There -vmre no irnportMt viSitors. to Marine Medium Helicopi:.er 
Squcc:rol1 .. 161 dUring the ~!dod 1 through '30 Se~tamber' ]969G 
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Pil.RT': II. ~i&ve S'UITrnl.A::."1:(C) 

il.lthoueh HH!-1: ... ::!..61 w.;!s operating on reduced c.ircr.nft avniJl.­
C.bility ooc:luse of t.he danPBe by lY',2hoon Dora on ~ Se?tember.-, 
the squadron still flew 906.,1 hours. for' t:be. month~ D<.lr:ing a. 
two c1c.y critie,al penod" the squo.dron received auemerrbc.:tion 
cssist:lnt~e i'z'O:;n HNI1-a633" Resupply 'WUs conducted throughou.t. 
tp,.C mo:.:-:l1. Ij,:l.~ routine basis; to Marine" I~r;rry md ARliN units! 
c1epJ.o~recl in the, field'" 'rf1..e aquadron" in providm:g: hellieQpte? 
supportt'e: the Thir.cl Morine Division" supported ~lonaJ 
:IDf:..HO CIi.NYON, il.RLJllGTON CANYON <lne. GEORGIA Tl~R. In addition 
to c bat.talion size assault, the 2nd liRVN Division also 

. received logistic asmLstance IlS HMM-16l once agtJ.in plAyed. 
an :Unnortant role in their T[~OR. Mad-Evac missions were, 
Jrovelnnt ~1.o.il¥, though ene:m;y- contact' ws~. Those 
Cllsualties. withdram from the field of battle were.. courage .. 
ously ane. oX')8:nt'ly evccua.te,d to mecl1CDJ. fccilities by the 
flieht crow of HMM-16l. 

The latw%!' port of September sew HMM-161 enter 0. new phasa 
of losisticcl combat su~~rt in the Re9ublic of South 
Vietnam.. Due to the reduction of M..'1.I'ineSi within the Nort~m 
ICTZ" the squadron fS ma:in tllsks were the withdrcwnl and 
reloca.tion of elements: of the Third MO.rine Division a.long 
tho Norther.n and Northwestern frontiers! of South Vietnam. 

During the period 26 through 2:8 Se ptembe~1 HMM-16l llSSi'llllSd 
a stand~ow:n statu as; the, squadron prepll.red to redeploy 
from Quc.ne Tri (ITU Air Dase,) to Phu Ba.i. Nol"Jllal op~tions 
were continued on 29 September 1%9. 

Sta.t.i.st1cs: ~m' 'wm tt,'75a. t1-'Qops/lilaSeencel'B· carried~ 30&.4 tons o£ 
cargo transported, 236 personnel mec!ico.ll¥ evacuated, 
This support resulted in 986.1 fiieht hours~ 3,510 
sorties flown, 2 , m taskE;, accomplished. The squndron 
lvo,S frc.gced for l4l missions of which 135 were comple.te.a: 
for n completion rete· of 95.7%. 
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• CONFIDENTIAL • 
COMMAND CHRDNOLOGY 

I Sep HMM-161, fragged for four missions, flew 27,0 hours: complet:ing 
119 sorties and 75 tasks~ Five medevac missions were flown with 
one emergency a.:nd five priority medevaca being transported to 
medical faciliti.es. It was necessary to hoist one of the prio­
rity medevo.cs~ this was expertly done by' Lt. ll~ FINNERlY. His 
professional ability prevented further injury to the lvounded 
Marine. 

2 Sep Today Quang Tri waS1 hit by Typhoon Dora. Winds were in excess 
of 70 plus 1$'Jlots and all operations Tiftm&, asnoolJi)d.,. .~ ~h llrlnd 
caused excessive blcde flapping and tlGW rotor bladeS, vaN; required 
for In of our fdrcrafJli o ' . 

J Sep Crews worked ar01md the clock last night and were a.ble to get one 
aircraft i1'1 o.n up status. A total of 7.8 hours were flown com­
p10ting 25 sortic s and 20 taslm" cnrrying 117 passengers. HMM-I61 
supplied t1vO cre'WSl this evening to relieve the crewm or the two 
BMM...263 nircr.a1't whiah were augmented to us. 

4 Sap 

6 Sep 

HMM,;,,16l operations were still slowed down bec!l.UBe of the storm 
do.mage to aircraft. Even though rotor blades 'WOre slow in coming, 
three ai:craft were available 'for frng. Fifty sorties and t~y­
two tasks were completed in llJ.o4 flight hours. The squadron 
transported 121 passengers, one of which wns a priority madevac. 

HMM-161 wns f'ro.ggod for and completed six misaialff. One hundred 
tl.11d eighty four sorties were nows in 46.8 hours. Five hmdred 
c.nd twenty nine passengers, and 15.5 tons of cargo were transported 
by the squndron.. . 
At 0200H two £lircraft launched an an emergency rrsdevac to 2800

/ 

2~ N.M from Quang Tri for n .. recan tenm member who hed been bitten 
by asnc.k0 0 After sevoral ·msuccesaf'uJ. attempts to hoist the 
msdevo.c" the o.irc;r'af't ho.d to m1:lr.2lw Quang Tri for fuel, Upon 
returning,:) the :t'Q.con tenm had cleared a z:one for the pltlno o 
Lt L. Do TlMMEE\~A.N attempted to back into the zone following 
instructions fi."OIll the crow chief nnd the recon terun rruii'o oper­
ator but hit A tree with his aft blades. Because of seVere 
"~.brot·:i.ons the pilot ms forced to rnD.ke nn emergency lending' 
npproxinately 1.t;OO meters. away. A security force was inserted 
e.s sooa as possible. 

The squodron '~!;1;I~_r,:raggad fOIr f~V8l ~ ·We fIe.a·733a.ort1es 
cor.'lplotecl 52 '~,~sla3 vlhi.lc flying 24,3 flight hours. Two h'tmdred 
nne: five p~ ~Je:r.e carried and 3.4 tons of cargo were delivered. 
OnG Elmo rc;.:cwy, four priority tlnd three routine medew.cs were 
trans'~jortecl to I1l9dico.l facilities in eight mec1evo.c missions. 
At lOOOl-I, a recovery team wo.s launched to repair the t1ircraft 
downed tho night; before,,' The tetlm took sporo.tic small a.:rms fiI{)' 
whllo l<iOrking on the A/G, but continued to repn:1r the doma.ge. 
Tho aircr:lft recovery teo.m.and. security force were flown out 
Vlithout further incident. . 
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Fr!l.gged tor four missioM todllYJ .... flew 212 sorties and comp­
leted 130 tasks in 48.4 night hours. Five hundred and ninety. 
seven pax nnd 32.0 tons of cnrgo were transported for the 3rd 
Marine Division. Two hundred forty-seven pax and 20.0 tons of 
carRo were carried in 1567 flight hours in support of operation 
OEOROJA ~ One emergency arid six priority meclevacs were carried 
ill four mdsvno ndssions. 

HMM ... 161 was fragged for medevnc and ndJnil'iistrtlti'lle nights. 
Fifty-nine sorties were flown completine 37 tasks. while cllrl"ying 
105 pax and 1.2 tons of cargo in 25.0 flight hours. The rnedevao 
r.iroraft flew a totoJ. of 5.9 hours while carrying one el12rgency. 
threo priority and one routine medevac. 

9 Sep Hl<lrII-161 flow 33 .. 8 hours l4rlJ.e completing 147 sorties nnd 90 tasks. 
Two hund~'ed e:i.ghty~two po.x and 25.0 tons of cargo were delivered. 
There liIBre 907 hours fioi'm in support of operation ~o ~ON· 
v;:5,;bh 17 &0 tons of cargo and 46 pllX being delivered. Two emer­
gency and eight routine roodevncs wre trnnsported to madiotll 
facilities in eieht medevac missions. 

J.O Sep 

11 Sap 

The squlldron new 5, sorties completing 31 tasks whUe carrying 
131 pax ~,nd 0.5 tons of cargo :in 21.4 flight hours:. One emer­
gency, three priority, and th:roe routine medevacs were tra.ns;.. 
ported to medical £dcilities in seven lOOd.evac missions. 
LT J. N. OONNER lsd Q. two plrulo night that dropped three strings: 
of sensors. 'West of Vandegrift Oomba.t Bnse. 

HMM ... 161 new 220 SOl"t:tes, completing 180 tn,sks while carry:f.n.K 
1,,659 troops !l.l'ld trt'.nsport:1ng 13-' tons of cnrgo :1n 49.3 flight 
hours. Ho.j L" Go PeOL led 6. s;b:: pJAne troop lift· in support 
of operr.:tion Ml.lJlm':l:aJ.~\i WIQN, flyinG 122 sorties completing 
100 tusks, cD.rryine 1,,192 troops nnd 7.0 tons of cargo :in 26.5 
fliGht hours. 

12 Sep \rio flow 145 sorties, completing 95 tnsks" while carrying 381 
1)C..X :mcl doliverinG 25 0 0 tons of cargo :1n 46 0 6 flight hours;. 
T1'i"O emcr.:;enGY" 12 priority anel five routine mecJewcSi we~ 
transported to medic41 fa.cilities'. HMM-161 sent two o.1rcre..t't 
south to suppor-t the 1st Mt\.BDIV. They flew 19;,2 hours l:\nd 
conploted 60 sorties a.nd 43 tnsks w1:aile carry:ing 116 troops: 
ZlIlcl 24,0 tons of cargo. 

13 Sap ID-lH-161 flOl'T 259 sorlies to complete 161 tIl.sks. Eight ~dred 
o.nc1 ton F!'..x were carried o.nd 35~7 tons of cargo delivered. !'tNt> 
em\·H~cen:'J o.nel five priority medevacs were carried to me~ca.1 
ft:lc~~l:i,tio$;J Two a;j.rcraft flew 15 0 0 hours in support of the 
~!.st lUl.IWIV conplet:U1B 39 sOl.-ties Dnd 26 tnsl{s while cal'l"'y,i.ng 
43 troops ~nd 12e7 tons of carGo. . 

?,f;~\. " :\ :-~~~:;\'~'~~'rJ~~~ . 
j \l"~ :-"" ,. ;; :I~\\I ~~I.-J..!.4 

L.:"",",'--:., j .'. - -.::;' ~ 

. .'";.:',. 
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Frngrsed for five m..i.ssioIl.s 3 ~rhe squo.d-ron flew 62 sorties and 
complc'bed 46 -r.':'.sks i:..'l 21.~oO f'l:i.ght hours. One hundred a.nd sir.:.y 
six pax W's:re ct.1.1'.Tied Q,nd ·two tions of. COlZ'g0 delive;1;'ed~ !'il.1O 
~1rio:r.ity Q.l'ld 13 I'O'.i:i"/:..ne :m300vo.c were carried :i.n five mecl.e",":lC 
missions'll 

Tho sq-.. t<lcl.ron f1e'to1 2401 hours in s'll1?port of the 3rd Mo.rine Dirlsion 
cOlr,ple'i;,ing 93 sorties and 70 t<lsks 'ltJ'hile CaI'r'JinB 285 pax <l:nd -l:,1ilQ 
to'!~.n of cal.~gon One oJllergency medevtlc W<lS <l1130 completedo ct.~:a 
0!Xi:,11 &. 2 1tJel"e fired upon wtJ.le dsliv"er:tng resupply in the vici- . 
:nit7 of the m·~. 

Hl1}1 ... 161 flew 106 aortiellt and completed 59 tnska while £J.ying 
37.6 hours o Two hundred and fifty .... nine po.x were carried nnd 
705 tons of cargo doli vered. TtV'o priority D.nc1 nine routine 
Ill3c~evQ.CS 'V."ere carried in four rnsc1aVtl.C miSSiOl1.S., 

I-£~1 ... 161 flew 156 sorties: end completed 90 tasks in 4704 flieht 
hours'll l!'Ot~!' 11"J:i1CL.'"'Od nnd forty..ru.ne pax 'Were carried nncl :1.6.,5 
tons of careD delivered while 7 emergency ~ 23 priority nne! 30 
rou·tine mec'\evncs; were transported to :meilica1 facilities in 11 
l'OCldo~c miSSiO~1S .. 

tote fJ.81.r 126 sorties ond completed 72 tasks in 38 0 3 flight hoUl"'So 
F3U1:' htcclr0.cl nnd. ninety pD.X ond 9,,5 tons of cargo v.T9:re c..ell'lJered 
by 1;.1-.(1 sq:,-,a.:.tc'Jn" Lt RQ Co ALLEN' completed un emrgency ::nechvn.c 
f:;,!' ~J.L!{.l\m.:!jJ3. 1f.Ji.'Md/4 positioned at 278°/26 NM from r.~.~f:';J.g T.rie 
T.he \},-;:,:~C) ~!,r.~l ';jO be assc::uJ.ted by ~~~ 3/4 before t..1w med9V'dc 
conldu:-) ,~: J~I'jJ~.(;l·k:; (1.e A;::>. adc1i tiona! emergency msdev"C.c 'W"'!l.S t.nken· 
by ·!.;~:;'G (;(;j',,:,:;:::-~;\7 G.'~r:iJ,-lg t.he IJ;Ssault .. 

Todr:.;r ti:.o tl(1'l:D/l:"'0'i1 -;-;J'I).S fragged to fly res1l!p!y for the 3rd 
Mfl.!::':U1a D:i:;7:L·'.i.OH c StnTB1:ty ti-..ree sorties -were f1o'WIl with 36 
tD.3ks c(;Hp1.,et,ed for 190 6 flight hours o . One hundred v.nd frYJ:-ty­
·ona P£l.1l: "elS!'e clJ.;>;"l"iedo- Fifteen and half tons of cargo t.re:ro 
dclivBl'OClo 

M:.joT.' B5.chQ~cl Ci'l.RR,I Conun.ar.:d::1ng Of'ficer of HMM .. 161" led a six 
pJ.nno t'..8S::..'):~t trocp lift i. .. ·l support of the Second AR\lN }Z;.,r.;,v:l'1O::X'" 
F~L'9C hll.:J.l:;'f)d [l.nd thirly-nine pllX were inserted in a zone 001ll""lng 
21~O ') /10 )\'L~1 i':c-onr Quane Tri 0 T.ba secOiid ~r D!;7:fMl!iI'ro :!frqu'i.liad 74 
sorc,i",s ·t;o complete .34 tnsks v ~ hours elnpsed t:Lus wo.s re .. 
q-Ji!'ed to cc;',1pleto the lifto 
~.~"le. remc.i!tt±5:~·oi'-ijl1e ('1£.y scw m'IM .. 161 fly 153 sortj_E'lSl end 89 tasks 
in suppor!:. of tho 3rd l'fur:;;ne Divis:trm o l:l:ajor' CA.R.R leu his flight 
on t.ho :.rd::·ii.ll ~lithd::·nwo.1 of tho 3rd Reg-l.'11t:mtg 3rd M.o.rine Divisions 
'lrpo 3rd Vtl:d,nes were ex'.irD:cted f::oom t..'heir positions alor.g the . 
mr,z 'lud c:clivered to Cam 10 cnel Vandegrift Comba:!:, ED.se <) . Ni:ne 

. hDncb:ecl nnc1 eiCht.;T throe HnI'~;:;:Js 'Were t~ported in 47 03 f1ig~~ 
hour·s . ~...,.\.\i(\l\\' 

P , ,,_~. '._~ .;/'\:::-,: ,\\C:~: 
. ~' ' ~ \ 
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21 Sap Tho squadron flew 011 its mgged m:i.ssions in support of the 3rd 

Marine Division. One hundred nnd eighty-three sorties were flown' 
completing 99 tclsks. Total flight operations required 48.0 £l:l.ght 
hours. Hl1M-161 t s aircraft carried 753 pnx ond 14.5 tons of cD.rgo. 

22;: Sap HMM .. a.61 new 122 sorties nncl 72 tasks in support of the .3rd 
Hc'rine Di.visionc The squaclrolJ,t, priIrJlI"y mission i\'1lS medevno:. 
Htns"t·D0:i:i. !!ioJ.ErVt'ocs: were extracted and delivered to madicul f.a.cj.­
litica., Four :modevacs uere emergenCY:t 13 were priorities tlnd 
two vror-o rou'iiine" Threo hundred pax an.d three ton..s of curgo 
wore also carried. Thirty-three fliGht hours. were flown. 
At 2045H (,;~G:~7!JE 'C~~.l,92-11 and 92-32 'Were ltlunohed on n.n. emer. ... 
ecney meon extmct e ~'1!Ta QlLl., 92-11, piloted by' MAjor 
Richo.rcl Ct~RR" extr::.cted the teem without incic1.ent. The pickup 
zone wns 1occ.ted on the 2660 Bearing 2~ NM from Qwmg '1'1"1. 
Two men of the recon team hnd been 'WOunded by enelll1 nction. 

23 Sep The squac1l'on WtlSl nssigned a troop lift and resupply ns its pr:l.ma.l'y 
missions. Tti'm'l:! unc1red ond fifty-four sorties were nom completing 
122.:. tom1:s. Nine hundred n'l.d ei~htl-aix troops were clll'1"ied and 
19.0 tons of corgo delivered in 51.2 fliGht hours. 

24 Sep ENM-l61 flew 93 sorties nne! 66 tasks in support of the 1st 
Marine Division; 3rd Mo.rine Division" o.nd 1st W.W..TWo 41rcl'flf't 
supported the S3venth BegiIoont3 1st Ml:,rme Division. The two . 
ni:rcrart cnrr3.ed n total of 91 po.x tlnd 10~5 tons of cnrgo in· 
13.·,0 flight hours& The squndron also mmntnined the d:ly long 
l7lGdevnc stc.nd-by' for the 3m Marine Division. five mec1evac 
missions nccountee! for two ;?riori ty and l.6 routine In:ldevaos. 
A total of 35,;) nieht hours. ,mro flown. Three hunclred and 
eighty-six pax and 12 c 7 tons of cargo were delivered by HMM .. 1.61 
nirornft. 

25 &1' RJ.ight operations were curt:lUed in preparation for the embark­
o;i;:i.on of 11"'1t{..,~:.61 from Q-J_il."lg Tri to Phu Bai. Nineteen aorbiel1 
vJ19J:~ flovlll ond eieht t::l.S~:S were caillpleted in 8el flight hol11'Se 
Thirty...four lJUX and. 3,,0 tons of cargo -were cllITied ty squadron 
~lircrc..ft. Tho squ:lc1ron's ground support crews ?repo.red 'iiheir 
oqL!.:!.plI1on'ti for elfibc.:rlmtion" r.li So H. PHILLIPS, Emh'lrkation 
Of.i'icer" c1irectec. the opara.ticl1. Three truck convoys were loaded 
nne: rcc.diocl for c.n early morning de?arturo to l'hu Dai. . 

26 Sop HI1t·'{ .. 16l Msumed a stand c"..own stattlS. Three truck convoys de­
l=:o.:i.~·wcl for Phu 13Ili nt clll1m... Two more convoys were packed and 
(~ei?n:;,"hlcl for I-'hu 1k.i by noon" 

27 Sep 

.... 

Alt.r:tough tho squadron remained in I:l. stnnd dO'li.'il atl8;t,UG~ forty 
stl~i('s o.nd 28 tasks .Tare flown. :i.11 WiJporl of the em~rkation 
of tho squndron ~:ersonncl t:...nd mD.toriaJ... One hundred and fifteen 
pnx Here carried and 29.0 tons 01' careo was trAnsported by heli­
copter from Quc..ng Tri to lbu Bai.. At 17000 hours, the lnstA/e 
Inm:ec. o.t Phu::hi e The embarkation was completodo 

, . ._, I' \ "',~'l~'~"-1~h~\ .. ' " .. ,~ -r 'I ~,:::"I\\--" ~ \~I: 
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2"8 Bep HMM-161 remained :in 0. st.ana. down status. We new eight sorties 

Illld five tnsks on o.c:1ministro.tive l'.tlDS'in support; of the squadron. 
Eight po.x onu 0 .. 5 tons of cargo wes co.rried in 3.3 flight hours. 

29 Sap EMM-161 OSS'IlIl'Ed normo.l operations out of Phu Ba.i. Ttolo hund.red 
and forty-one sorties o.nd lJ2 tasll:s were nOrlll in support of the 
3rd Mo.r:!m Division. Nine hundred o.nd seventy-three pcxwere 
carrie do Eleveh tons of cargo were cleli vera d" Fi va inserts and 
three extro.cts wore e.ccoIrq1lisheu in support of the 3rd Becon 
&ltta.lion. Eight missions were £ragged and o.JJ. 'Were completed. 
in 55,,8 flight hours. Q.U'.lm:t ~~ 92-9,piloted by' Lt V. R. GEm. 
nnc1 Lt D. !~. FRALL:W" was D.Ssigned QO. elOOrgency recon extract. 
fl.n eiGht mnn recon team locnted t'.t 2900 /21 NM Quo.ng Tn tncan 
ntE:.cle contact 'truth on NV/\' force" After gettinG shot out of the 
zono on the first 1i'iiO approaches" Lt GEER, successfully extracted 
tho too.n~. Th'3 ab:-craft rccieved .50 cnJ. and .30 co.J. fire, but 
weB not hit. ' 

30 Sap Fr-eg[,'ed for eiGht. !nissions~ the squadron flew 45.7 hours and 
completed u1:!. missio::ls o One hundred fifty-four sorties viera 
floWn end 97 tcsks t-rere' completed in support of the U.S. Army 
end Thit'G ¥i1lrine Division." Five hundred and two pnx were 
carriod c.nd 90 8 tons of cargo 'Wt'.s delivered. 
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