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Pi I. Organizationzl Data (U)
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Command,_and Staff (U)

Cormending Officer. . o.M2jor R. W. CLRB.,...l=l5 October
Executive @fficer. . ...Mojor R. J. 4DAS,...,1-15 October
S-3 Officer. « » « » «o:Mejor L. G. 200L,....1-15 Ocbober
Sel; Officer. . » o o soelstlt S. H. PHILLIPS,1-15 October
A/C Meint, Officer. . ..Capt. 2. D. ALFORD,,,1-15 October
Aviotion Safety Officer.lstLt V. R. OEER.....1-15 October

NATOPS Officer. . » » ».lstlt J. N. BOUNER,,.1-15 October

Sgb Maj. o o o ¢ » s o oSgtMa)  J. GIBSON,..1-15 Ootober '

Desiznation/Location (UY

Merine Medium Helicopter Squadron-161,-Provisioncl Marine
Aircraft Group=39, 1st Marine Aireraft Wing, FMFPAC
Fhu Bai, Republic of Scuth Vietnam 1-15 October.

hvercre Strensth (C)

Officers Lssigned (Waval Aviators)seecees 38
Oifficers [LSSigned (Grom’ld).-.-...-...u.. 3
Officers Lssigned (Havy)eevesseoesososses 1
-Enlistedn-.c-on-c.ooocon.o‘-o--onuocooo'oo MB

Total Strengtheessseecssssvosscsosccsnses 2&5

Important Visitors (U)

T e

On 3 Octobor Licutenant Général NICKERSUI-aceonpanied
by Mojor Cencral THIRASH peid zp dnformal visit to nM-161.

Enclosure (1)
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PART II. Harrative Summary (C)

The ~hu Bai area recorded 57.93" of raip during the first cight
days of October, DBecause of the hiph moisture content of the -
air. our navigation and commmication equipment often failed to -
finction, IEven though flight operations were extremely curtailed,
DMl=161 still flew L28,6 hours while supnorting the 3rd Marine
Division, Army, and ARVN units in the field. In many instances
we were called upon to accomplish assigned missiops under IFR
conditions in hezardous mowntain creas. The missions were
always completed in a highly professional and cormendable
manner. In keeping with the recent reduction of Merines in
Northern ICTZ, the Scuadron was involved in the relocation of
Marine units as well as comnleting numerous Recon inserts and
extracts, '

Statistics: There were 4,513 troops/possengers corried, B 8.9 tons of
carpo transported, 81l personnecl medically evacuated. This
support resulted in 488.6 flight hours, 1,312 sorties flown,
717 tosks accomplished. The . Scuadron was fragged for 02
missions of which 78 'were completed for a completion rate of

9elhe
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COMKND CHRQROTAGY
PART III, SEQUENCE-OF EVENTS

1 Oct = Decause our Provisional MAG-39 sister squadron was in a stand=
down status in preperation for their embarimtion to Pau Bai,
HMM=-161 was the only CH-i6 8quadron’ supporting the Third Morine
Division today. We were fragged for and completed 6 missions
including Med-Evacs, Recon, Troop Lift and Admin Flights, We
flew 118 sorties and compléted 63 tosks in L140 flight hourss
Two emergency, three priority and one routine med-evacs were
transported to medical facilities. The Squ"dron transported
586 passengers and 6.5 tons of cargo,

2 Oct = With our sister squadron still in a stond-down status, the Sguadron
ggain completed all of the 3rd Mar Div CH-46 missions wnassisted. -
Despite the® hcavy rain and poor visibility that continued through-
out the day, the Squadron flew two hundred and twelve sorties :
while completing one hundred and eight tasks in 59,2 flight hours,
Five hundred and eighty=four passengers and 21,5 tons of cargo
were tronsported by the squadron. The 8quadron ~l1so flew four
hours carrying 22 pa.sseno-ers and seven tons of cargo in support
Of the Uo S. AI'ITW'-

3 Oct = Today HMM=161 carried 491 passengers and 36,1 tons of csrgo

while flying 103 sorties and completed 68 tasks in 36,1 flight
hours, GCATTLECALL 92«3, piloted by Major L, G. POOL and Lt.
F, B, LEE, were diverted from a troop 1ift to extract the Recon
tean PAIIGY Doll, The team had been in contact with the cnemy "
and had requested to be ¢xtracted at once, 4 flight of F-lis and
two Huey gunships were on station to ppvide cover for CATTLECALL

- 92«3, The extraction was Succesfully completed without incident.,

. % = The Squadron was assigned Medevac and troop lifts as its primary
m;?.s-:;:Lons. We carried 227 passengers and two tons of cargo while
Zlying 83 sorties and completed 68 tasks in 348 flight hours,
L 4+ 1130F the Medevae Fackage was launched to pick up & marind
with serious head and body wounds inflicted by the accidental
clnchorge of a grenade. On the way to the hospital ship, the
- dod marine stopped breathing on numerous occasions, The
uren, de We HLLILT, anc the crewchief, LCpl Je Re HANSHN, .
“.iv 2 very commendabls job in performing mouth to mouth resusi-
~vione  The marine wes still aliwve upon reaching the hospital

i Uiy

“ne Quang Tri/Phu Bai area wos plogued with exbtremely heavy rain

which caused very low ceilings and poor visibility throughout

the day, Operations were virtually at a stand still with & total
n{ Il sorties being flown in sgpport of the 3rd Marine Division,
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6 Oct ~ Operations were still curtailed because of extremely bad
weother existing in the Northsr ICTZ area, The Squadron
successfully flew 39 sorties completing 20 tasks while
carrying 201 pessengers ond 3.8 tons of cargo in 14,0 .
flicht hours. While flying a troop lift mission GATTLACALL .

. 92-1 piloted by Lt. E. E. BLRRICKS wus deverted to pick
u> o Recon team which had just been in contact with the
enery 5000 meters south of Vandergrif Combat Base. The
extroet wos made without incident,

7 Oct = The Squadron wos assignec recon inserts/extracts and
troop lifts as its primary missions today. Twenty-seven
corticy were flown completing L3 tasks in 25,6 flight
hours, Three hundred and sixty-two passongers and 3.5
tons of cargo were transporited by the Squadron.

8 Oct ~ The weather in Northern I Corps cleared sufficiently for
flight operations to take place on fairly routine basis,
Howewer, parts of the working area were still plagued
with low ceilings, rain and poor visibility naking the
completion of some missions very difficult, CATTLEGALL
9%~1 piloted by Lt. G, V. BGACKBIRD ard Lt, G. L. LONG
completed o medevac nission that required them to enter
a2 zone thot was completely IFR because of low clouds and
heavy rain. The mission was accomplished becouse of the
well ccoordinated team work on the part of the entire crew,
Several CATTLECALL aircraft went completely IFid on numerous
occasions while airtaxiing up mountain sides, attempting
to deliver rmuch needed food and water. '

cot - HMiw161 was fragged for four missions todaey, we flew 66
sorties to complete L6 toslks in 28.5 hours, Operaticns .
were highlighted by the Medevac aircraft which flew 10
nmissions accumulating 10.L4 flicht hours while delivering
2 emergency, 13 priorities, and 2l routine medevnes to )
nedicel facilities, While flying 2 routine administratiwve
flight for the 3rd Morines, Lt. J. R. WAGNER was called
to an area 3000 meters north of the Rock Pile to pick
up an emergency medevac. {ilthough he had ro wingmen S
ad there were no guns aboard his aireraft, he unhesitantly
answered the call and celivered the wounded marine to
medicel facilities. =

20 nl = The Squadron was fragged for eipht missions todey. HM-161
aireraft flew 51.7 hours completing 77 tasks in ‘one hundred
and twenty=-nine sorties, Four hundred and eighty-~three
passengers were carried and 13.2 tons of cargo were des
livered in suppert of the Third Marine Division. -

T " RICIOSURE ()q- -,
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COMMAND OHAONOLOGY
SEQUENCE OF .EVENTS

CATTLICLLL 3, piloted by Lt. Jw 2. PANSKL delivered one

mccevac to the ship under very narginal weather conditions
after cnother H-U6 Squadron declined to aecept the nissiond
CATTLECLLL 5 piloted by Lte Je No BOWNER ossisted at the
crash site of SCLRFACE L0 and carried two fatal casuclties

o Quang Tri. CATTLECLLL 5 olso inserted 2 reaction team

te =t up recovery operations,.

1#M-161 was fragged for four missions md flew 20.0 hours.
We completed 27 tasks in L5 sorties, cerrying 92 pessengers
and delivercd 1.5 tons of cargo in support of the 3rd
Merine Division and the lst Marine 4ir Wing. One priority
nedevae was picked un and carried to the Quang Tri medical
facility. Three emergency potients were carried from 3rd
Med to the ship by CLTILECLLL aircraft,

We were fragged for six nmissions today. The Squadron flew
116 sorties and completed 62 tasks in 40.2 hours, In o

normal day of resupply our acireraft delivercd 19,5 tons of
corgo and eoarried three hundred and ninety-one passengers,
CATTLSCALL ONE and TWO were involved in supporting the 2rd
Recen Battalion. They completed four recon team insertions
and three extrocts. Two were normal "flipflops™ and one

© involwed inserting the team and orbiting near by while the

team destroyed o bridge along & lmown eneny supply routes,
This insert and extract wos completed by CAITLECLLL TWO

piloted by Lt. J. R. WLGNER,

12 Oct -

Today the Squadron wes delezoted three missions and flew
LO sortics completing 2L tasks in 17.6. flight hours. We
corried 121 passcngers and two nedevees, one priority and
one routine, The priority medevac was 2 malaria case
which had to be hoisted from anong the trees for lack of a
suiteble landing zZones. HMojor Re We CARR complceted this
medevac hoist exhibiting fine professional skill and
cbility eompleting the toesk oand rushing the medevac to the
Queng Tri medical faeility in o minimum amount of tine.
I}MM=161 was frogged for six missions todoy. We flew 118
sorties and completed 56 tesks while flying 39.4 hours,

L total of three hundred ard forty-six passengers we:e
carried by Squadron aircroft while 14.0 tons of cargo
were delivered., Two circraft were assigned to support the
3rd Recomncissance Battolion and successfully completed
four insertions and four extractions wnder morginal
weather conditions, .
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15 Oct = Today HMMN-161 wos fragged for medevac ond administrative
flights. We flew 77 sortics domnleting L3 tesks while
carrying 237 sassengers in 22,1 flight hours. Two emer-
zency end two priority medevaes were picked uwp in b
mecdevae nissions,
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