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CONFIDJlIJT IL.L-...... .... 
?;uCf 1. Orffanization.:tl Data (U) 

c.. Co:m.llul1d und Staff (U) 

COl1l!ile.ndin~ Officer •••• MAjol'" R. 
Executive efficCil~.... • •• Y1C.jor Fl.. 
8-3 Officer •••••••• Hujor L. 
S-4 Officer. • • • • • •• 1stLt s. 
Ale Maint. Officer •••• Capt. ? 
AviQtion Safety Officer.lstLt V • 
. NATOPS Officer •••••• 1stLt J. 
Sgt M&j.. • • • • • • .SgtNuj 

b. Designation/Location (Ur 

W. CA1W, ••••• 1-15 OctobCr 
J. ..iDI .. h'3 •••• 1-15 October 
G. ?OOL ••••• 1-1~ October 
H. PHILLUS .l-l~ october 
D. ALFORD. ~ .1-15 Octooor 
R. GEER ••••• l-15 October 
N. BmmER ••• 1-15 October 
J. GID$ON ••• 1-l5 October . 

V.larine Hedium Helicopter Squadron-16l.,· Provisional YJCrine 
AirCl .. t\.!t Group-J9, 1st Marine f..ircraft Wing, FMF?li.C 
Fhu Bai, Republic of South Vietnt1.m 1-15 October. 

Officers l~ssigncd (Nevnl Aviators) ••••••• 
Oi'i'icers Assigned (Ground) ••••••••••••••• 
Officers Assigned (Nevi) ••• ••• ••••• •••••• 
.E.n.liste d ••••••.•.•.••••••• .• • •• • ..• • • • ••• • 

Total Strength ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

d. Important Visitors (U) 

38 
3 
1 

.lid3 -
20$ 

On 3 October Lioutenant a6nciral NIC1Cill"6Cll !'ncconp:mied 
by Mnjor General TI1lU.SH paid en in£on:1D.l· visit to HNM ... 161. 
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PAI:n' II. Narrative Summar: (C) 

The 2J:m Eai e.rea recorded 57.93n of rain during the first eigl1t· 
days of October. Beca.use of the high Illoisture content of the 
e.i!'. our nc.vi.ge.tion and communication equipment often i'ailed to 
f'..1.l1ction. Even though flight operations vJe:re extremely ourtailSd, 
I-IH1'l-161 still fleiv 4~:8.6 hours while SUP~)orting the 3rd Harbe 
Division, il.:rmy, und ARVN units L1'l tho field. In many inst;;;.nces 
we w",;re call.od upon to D.ccomplish assigned r;dssions uncleI' 1FR 
cO~1ditions in hl'.zardous mountll:ll1 llroas. The missions were 
e.lways completed :Ul a highly proiession.o.l and COTtlIilandab:W 
aanner. In lroeping with t;1e l'\'lcent reduction of 1,1c.".r;ines in 
Northern ICTZ, the Squadron 'tvas llwolwd in the relocation of 
Harina l.1.nits as well as com~Jlet:ing nuraerous Recon inserts .:md 
extracts. 

Swtistics: There were 4,513 troops/pc.osengers o.o.rried, R 8.9 tons of 
C0.Z'SO transported, 81 personnel medically evacu.o.ted. This 
sU'~)port resulted in 430.6 fliGht hours, 1,312 sorties flown, 
717 ·r,c.oY..s accomplished. Tho. Sc:uc.dron was fragged for 82 
missions of which 78 'we~ . c0l11pJ£ ted for.11 cOl',lp1etion rate of 
95.1%. 
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COM:t-:rA.NIl CfJ'R(}l£lI.llG'V 

PART III. ~:OF'EVENTS 

• 
1 Oct .. Eecause our P.rovisional MA.G-39 sister squadron was in a stand­

dovm stat~ in preparation for their embarkation to Ihu Bai, 
HMM-161 lrro.s the only CH-46 Squadron supporting the Third Mzlrine 
DivisJ.on today. Vie were i'ragged .for and 'Gompleted 6 missions 
:includillgMed~Evacs, Recon, Troop Liftond Admin Flights. We 
nSlf llD sorties and co~J.etcd 63 tusks in 41.0 flight hotlTs:. 
Two emergency ,three priority and one routine mod-evacs '\rere 
transported to medical fa.cilities. TheSqundron transported 
586 passengerS and 6.5 tons Of cargo •. 

2 Oct - With our sister squadron still in Cl stand-down status I the squadron 
again completed ~ll of the 3rd Mar Div CH~6 mis~iona mlAss1sted. 
Des::Jito the' heD:vyrnin and poor ViSibility that continucd through­
out the dAy, theSqundrori flEY!f bvo hundred and tWelve sorties 
ivhiJ.e completing one hundred and eighti:;:lsks in 59.2 flight hours. 
J't'ive hundred a:p.d eighty-foUl:' passengers ~d 21.5 tOllS of cargo 
were trnnsportec1 by tho squndron. The Bqlin.dron [1.1so flew four 
hours c(l.rrying 22 p.;1.ssengersand seven tons of carGo in support 
61 the' tr~ S. Army.. .. . ~ 

3 Oct - Today HMI>1:-161 carried 491 passengers and 36.1 tons of cargo 
Nhilo flyihg 103 sorties bnd cOIapleted 98 tusks in ,3.6.1 night 
hours. G\TTLECALL 92-3 .. piloted by Major L. G. POOL and Lt. 
F. B. LEE, ~rere diverted from a. troop lif't to extro.ct the Becon 
teo.m. a1JE!Y lMilT. The· teDJil hnd been :j.n contact with the enemy . 
and had requested to be extra.cted at once. A fli/!.ht of F~ IS :lnd. 
tI;;o Huey g1ll1.ships were on station to pDvide cover frm' Cl\T~LL 

.92-3. Tho cxt:r'1lction lJC:S succesfullW completed ~dth6ut incident. 

r,~+ . ... TI,o Squadron was aSSigned Medewc and troop li.fts o.s its primnry 
J'l~_Eu:Lons. We carried 227 plssengers and two tons of cnrgo while 
.i;':Ljr:i..x.g 83 sorties o.nd completed 68 tasks in 34.8 flight hours. 
1'.t. J.l.30IF the Modewc P.lclcage iilas launched to pick up &1. ma.rine 
";;-:'~+i.1 !:18rious head nnd bod;y' 'Wounds inflicted by the accidental 
,;:. <;'>'::c·ge of a grenade. On the. wy to tho hospital Ship" the 

r: ,1')d r:nrino stopped ~ath:tng on numerous occa:dons. The 
.,j}U:::~l1" J. H. IIi~u]:r.T.. me tho crellchief,,' LCpl J. R. HANSl!N, . 

-... '.;, .~~ very comnondable job in per.t'orining mouth to mouth resusi ... 
',,;:l.:;n. The m.:ll':ine loro.sstill alive. upon reaching the hospitD.l 
',: ',j I j') 

"',. : . ':'i:'.( QUllllg Tri/HlU Bai area wr',.s plagued with extremely heavy ram 
:?hir;h cClusodvery lo'W ceilings o.nd poor visibility throughout 
-i:l'~e day. Operations. w:re virtullJ.ly· at Q. s.tand stiJJ. with a, total 
.",( Jh sorties reing flown 1n BQpport of the Jrd Marine Ili vision. 

4 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
OOMMiJU), OHROHOLOGY 

6 Oct - Op::lr.:1.tions .. rore still curtailod because of extremely bnd 
weather existing in the Northel~ ICTZ area. The Squudron 
successfully flew 39 sorties cOIn]?leting 20 wsks while 
cilrrying 201 passeneers L'.l1d 3 •. 8 tons of cnreo in 14.0 , 
flicht hours. While fl;vine u troop lift l1ussion ar~TTIEC!~U. 
92-1 piloted by Lt. E. E. :D.\Rj;UCKS \72.6 dewrtcd to pick 
u) 0. Recon team which had just been in contact with the 
enemy 5000 meters south of Vnndergrlf Combo.t Bo.se. The 
extract t-rc..s made 'VTithout incident. 

7 Oct - The Squ0.clron w0.sllSsi[,'!lec~ recon inserts/extracts and 
troop li;f.'ts as its prir~J).l"'J missions todAy. Twenty-soven 
co:t'+.:i.""o; W(';:l'" l"lown ci?l'ilpletinc 43 tusks in 25.6 flight 
l1curs. Three hundred nne. sixtj--two pnss.engers ant! 3 S 
tons of careo were trnnsilOr-'-uCd by the SqucdI'on. 

3 Oct -The 'l-lcc.ther in Nort..'1orn I Corps cleZlred sufficiently for 
fliGht oporetions to take pl;.).ce on fairly routine bJ.sis. 
}IoW0wr, ~xl.rts of the worldne area were still plllE:;ued 
with low cei1inGs~ rain and poor visibility making the 
completion of some missions very difficult. Cl.TTLECALL 
92~l. piloted by Lt. G, V. ~CK3mo aiid Lt, G. L. LONG 
completed a Lleclovac mi::;sion thb.t required them to enter 
a zone t11at 'V10.S completel:y 1FR becauso of lou clouds r.nd 
heavy rain. The :mission l-ro.s ncconplishecl beer-usE) of the 
wellcoordinntec~ team lTOrk on the pn,rt of tho entire crew. 
Several Cli.TTLECALL o.ircr0.ft wel1t completely IFR on numerous 
occnsions whilo J.irl:io.xiine up moul1tnin. sides, attempting 
to del:i~er much needed .food c.nc1, wnter • 

.> ! .'c+· ... FfrllJ.16l was fragged for four missions today, we flew 66 
sorties to COiiqle te 46 tas1m in 28., hours. Ope rnti('llS 
we~:'e highlighted by the Nec1evo.c aircraft rlhic11 flew 10 
nissions accUlllulating 10.4 :flieht hours while delivering 
2 emergency, 13 priorities" und 24 routine meclevncs to .. 
medical facilities. ·While flying u routine adlninistrutiw 
£:).igl+'i! f(:>J;' the 3rd Her:ip.os, Lt. J. R. Wl .. GNEl1 WtlS called 
to n:q ~;rea ~090 I!Jeto:r~ north of the Rock Pile to pick 
up an (;!mergency rnoc;'leVc:LC • AlthoUGh he hoo no winu'T.ltm 
ond thel') .'ive~' ~o guns abo<:',rd his aircrt'.ft" he unhesitv.nt~ 
ansl'n9IUd the· call and c.eUwred the wounded :marine to 
l11cclical fac:llities,; .. 

':) "C~ - '1'he Squadron was fraggcd foi< e:ieht missions toc1c.y. m~1-l6l 
Clircraft floVl 51.7 hours completing 77 tasks in 'one hundred 
Dond twenty-ninc sorties. Four hundred ·end eiGhty-tl1xee 
j:)8.ssengers were carried and 13.2 tons of Cllrgo were de£"' 
livered in 5Uppert of the Third Narine Division. 
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(COUT~ " 

11 Oct 

12 Oct 

13 Oct 

- C£. .. TTI..ECf.LL 3, piloted by Lt. J,o i. Pl.:NSK[~ ,.deli VEl red one 
li1oclovnc to the ship under verrJ nk"!.rginc.l 'W\!)~thor conditions 
ufter w"1:other fi-46 Squuclron declined to ecoept the m:i.ssion~ 
c..~TT1BCALL 5 piloted by Lt. J •. N. DOlmER ussistecl ut the . 
crn.sh site of SClJ1FlI.CE 40, ['~nc1 carried two fatal cnsualties 
to QuungTri. CATTLECL.LL5 0.18 0 inSG rted 0. reo.ction team 
to fit up recovery operntions. 

- n:Ii£1-161 wus fragged for ;four li1issions m c1 flew 20.0 hours. 
lrU'e completed 27 tesks in 45 sorties I co.rryin::; 92 p2.ssengera 
and delivered 1.5 tons of carSo in support of tho 3rd 
}Ie-tine Division and tho 1st £f.t.D.rine Air lime. One priority 
YilQL~Ovc.C wus pickccl u~) D.nd carried to the Quang Tri :medical 
facility. Threo emergency pc.ticmts were curried from 3rcl 
l·fud to the ship by ChT'l.'LECi.LL eircr2..ft. 

- lie were frugged for six mssions toduy. The Squc.dron flew 
116 sorties and completed 62 tasks in 40.2 hours. In a 
normal dey of reSUI))1y our cdrcrnft delivorod 19.5 tons of 
c::-,rE$o and c~lrriod threo h1_'Udl"oc1 and ninety-one passenSers. 
(1'.TTLZCALL ONE end TWO l.vel"G involved in su.pporting the J.rc1 
Mcen Dattulion. They complotod four recon warn insertions 
end t~:reo erirD..cts. 'hro truro normal Itflip£loi.JS" unel one 
in-,rol'l7cd L"'lsertine the team and orbiting near b-.r lilhilc tho 
team dGstro~ccl a bric'!gc D..10n3 a Imown eneIIV suppl;y' route., 
This insort und extract 1'1.:'.S completed by Cf~TTLECl .. LL TItlO 
piloted by Lt. J. R. 'i'Ji .. G.!'IJ'TI:R.. 

- Today the Squc.dron loTC.S c1eloftntcd three missions and flew 
40sort:i,es completing 24 tasks in 17.6 .flight hours. ivo 
curried 121 pnssongcrs and two Hec.evt'e.s, one priority and 
one routine. Tho priority !iledovG.c was :l liUlleria. cese 
which had to be ho;Lstod from .::lJ11ong the troes for lc.ck of a 
J~litab10 lal'lcling zones. Najar R. 'ti. ChIlE completed this 
inodevuc hoist exhibiting£inc pro.fcssiono.l sldll D..ncl 
c.bility com:)loting the tc.sk and rushing the IilodeW.C to tho 
Qua:ng Tri medical facility in Co m:inimuzn c.m.ount of t:iJ;1I3. 

, HNH .. 161 was fraggecl for six missions today. We flew 118 
sorties and completed 56 tasks while flyinC 39.4 hours. 
i .. tow1 of three hundred m d forty-six passenGers vre:;:'(3 
carriod by Squadron aircrnft ~lile 14.8 tons of cargo 
were c1elivo:red.Tt4'o aircraft were assigned to support tho 
3rcl Recol'll1G.issnnce Datfulion o.nd successMly oompleted 
four insertions anc four extro.ctions under marginu1 
weather. cond:j.tions. 
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Pil.RT III. S'.lilQUENCE OF EVENTS 

15 Oct 

·:ji,l. 
, '{"Iff! 

- Today ill-fi'I-161 wns fragged for medevao end o.dmixili.strutive 
fliGhts. We flew 77 sorties comploting 43 t[,slci'i while 
cc.rr-yirlC 237 )E1.Ssen[;srs in 22.1 flight hours. Two elilcr­
[~021CY end two ~)riori ty meoovncs ''IlO 1"0 l.)icked up in 4 
moclevnc T:lissions. 
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