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From: Commanding Officer
To: Cormanding Officer, lizrine .lircraft Group 16, lst Marine
Aircraft Wing, AirFifPec, ¢/o FP0, San Fraencisco, Califormia

Subj: Summary of HMi-163 Operations during period 16Sep62 to 11Jan63

Encl: V(i) Captured document on Helicopter capabilities and limitations
v(2) Helicopter Rescue Plan ///

1. This letter is o follow up to my first letter on operations in Soc
Trang and is intended to apprise Marine Helicopter squadrons, and in
particular helicopter squadrons scheduled for deployment overseas,

of our operations in South Vietnam. It appears to be a long struggle

. in SVN and I expect we will be represented on the scene for quite some
time. Consequently, I hove attempted to portray some of the highlights
of our operations during the last four months in Danang. Some ex-Senior
and Junior Z:hool students may remember Donang by its other nane,
Touraine. .

2. By certain standerds I expect we are now supposed to be experts,
‘However, this is far from the fact. ‘e still have a lot to learn and
must be constently clert and continually modify our tactics to keep the
VC of balance. i/e must z2lso be prepared to cope with any increased
onti-helicopter cepability they may develope or attempt to introduce.

3. (Our departure from Soc Trang was delayed by two weeks at the request
of the III Corps Commander. This was due to a three phase offensive
operation that was being conducted at the tiome.

4. We departed Soc Trung on 16 September with twelve aircraft loaded
with epgineering personnel and equipment. Our plan required us to be
immediately operational upon landing at Danang. We had sent o forward
echelon up the day before, K

5. The flight up took a little over seven hours, with three .scheduled
refueling stops. “Je arrived in Danang during a lull in o tropical storm
that had been centered off Denang for two days, There was still o
steady downpour os we were greeted by our thoroughly drenched forward
echelon. We learned the storus had been rather severe during the day
and that portions of buildings had been torn off due to high winds,.
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6. The Army Helicopter Cowpany that we were relieving was unable to
depart Danong as scheduled that doy, so we were a little crowded in
camp the first night,

7. The next day we were flying comuitments, while the second twelve
aireraft were inbound. Everybody was aboard by the evening of 17.
September and we had our first 18 plane combat #mpport treop 1ift on
18 Septeuber. “e were welcomed by the VC with one aircraft hit on
the first mission.

8., I will spare you the details of our unpocking and resettlenent
problens which were numerous and frustrating. Let me say here that
Colonel WHITE's boys and his GV's did a wagificient job in effecting
the two-way switch., Years o&go we wondered what we did before the
helicopter, now I wonder the same of the GV aircraft. Everything we
owned was uoved by GV from Soc Treng, including MABS-16, Sub-Unit #2
and gecr,

9., We were to conduct numeroua resupply, tediczl evacucztion and troop
displacenent lifts during the next four wonths, with a big declipe in
our combat support assault type missions. This was quite logical since
the I Corps urea included 1any isolated outpost positions that could
only be resupplied by air drop or helicopter. ARVN troop units ovail-
able for helicopter euplioyaient were at o preniuc and wost Pro¥ince

and Sector Units (Self Deferse Corps and Civil Guard Units) scemed to
be tied up in local acticns and outposts. This coubined with the une
favorable and unpredictable weother and the chanaclized nature of the
terrain coutributed to the rcduced number of gssault type missions.

10. I expect the teupo of nelo operations in the I Corps area to
increase sharply starting in March, with the coming of riore favorable
weather. Other factors include assignaent of a new Corps Comoander,
reduction of certain outposts comuitnents, experience gained in helo
eaployuaent and the foct that an ndditioncl ARVN Regiment has coopleted
its training cycle and ios been designated "Operational”,

11. The basic tactic of {flying enroute at 1500 feet acbove the terrain
whenever possible, still proved velid. There have been no significent
changes in the enenys cupabilities, except reports that they have intro-
duced three 12.7 MM (50 calibre) Russian heevy machine guns into the
areay, with an effective horizonal range of 6500 feet. We wmaintained

the best plot we could from intelligence reports ond avoided the areas.
Up to now nobody has confirmed these positions by exposure. ile were
nicked several times when we had to fly low due to ridge lines or
weather, and it was not uncomnon to run into a fire fight at an out-
post during resupply missions. Incidently, outpost sites usually
accormodated one to two helicopters and the surrounding real-cstate is
secure up to the range of their 4.2 wortors.
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12. Tactjca used to approcch and retire from landing zones were
pricarily dicteted by the terrain, Hovever, aliuoat always we could
approach the target behind wasking terrain and drop into a sone with a
reasonable acount of surprise. If we had a second run into the sane
zone, we could usually alter our approach route., We continually avoided
any set or cstablished patterns ond would frequently approach from the
back side and always from the least obvious avenue of approach. ie have
approached two nearby landing zones sinultaneously from opposite
directions. This couplicates escort patterns, but can be worked out.

At other tinmes we would approcch in ¢ column of divieleme (always three
plane divisions) and break off alternate divisions into opposite land-
ing zonea. This technique also provided us with the desired separation
between divisions landing in the saue londing zone. We continue to

. advocate this separation, cspecially since lending zones are cuch easier
to stake, or cover with fire fron bunkered positions, than they were in
the open Delta crea.

13, We frequently used pre~artillery ~nd pre-air strikes whenever the
situation was suitoable for their cuployment. The artillery would
usually consist of & battery of 105 MM and a platoon of 153 MM guns. We
didn't have any opportunity to observe it while we were inbound, so
can't comuent on its effectiveness. However, after one of their
barrages, we alnost had to abort the loanding due to a large herd of
water buffale in the middle of the landing zone. No they weren't tied
a8 on anti-elicopter obstacle! I aw not convinced of the effectiveness
of saturation patterns by artillery or oir strikes in jungle or heavily
wooded creas, howaver, future cuptured eneny documents or prisoners nay
clarify thie poin%. ‘e have planned very eorly landing hours when we
wanted oaxiuun surprise ond did not use any kind of pre~strike. This
wos alao done to avoid establishing o set pattern prior to helicopter
landings.

14, For air strikes we used the T=28's, {usually two) and/or two AD-G's,
and occasionally a singlc B-26 when we could got one. The AD's and B-28's
carried a good load end could renain on station for subsequent runs by

the helicopters.A typical AD load was eight (8) 500# GP and four (4)

100# GP with the four 50's up front. The T-28°'s had rockets and oachine
guns for close ssoort work and fraga for pre~strike work. Needless to

say we used the T-28 for escort and the AD for pre-strike work when we

had both. I might mention on one occasion we were getting fire fron

the jungle during & run into the torget and requested a firing run by

the escort aircraft (T-28's). The run was requested at the 9 O'clock
position close in abean of the helicopters. In less than 30 seconds

the firat escort aircraft ran a string of 50's down the left side,
followed by the nuuber two aircraft laying down rockets. Neither the

lead division, which wos on the ground, nor the succeeding division

took a hit. Ve were using "Farngate" T-28's which are flown by Air Foree
pilots with Vietnanese in the back seat. You can't get this kind of
response froo Vietnanese piloted T-28's because of the languuggﬂkgggignu_ﬂ
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It tokes nwere tiuo to explain what you want! The reason we got the
suppression fire so fast fron the T-28's wos duye to the fact that we
have them atay in an eclipitical or roce track pattern on both sides

of the inbound and landing helicopters. Occasionally we positioned
both escort aircraft on the same side vhen the threat to the landing is
obvieusly from one sid:, While in these patterns, the escort cirecraft
continually wade lovw d:'y passes or firing runs (if requested) along
side the helicopter flight path.

15. ‘%e did not get a chance to work with the HU-1B armed helicopters
the iruy hos been usxng down South., They carry 16 rocketa and two .30
calibre wmachine guns. /e should see soue in the I Corps area later this
yeor, as 16 are prograuwed into Vietnam. I still advocate our faster

fixed wing cloase support concept and think fixed wing aircraft are more
dreaded by the VC.

16. The aircraft held up beautifully, 2800 rpn and 56" manifold

pressure were the rule rather than the exzception. The landing gear

held up exceptionally well in rough terrain under heavy loada. The
electronics and avionics components did well os long as we had a hot box
to keep the couponents dried out. No wmore serious tail rotor problens
occured, as discuzsed in py last letter. Of course maintenance is never
an accidert and 1711 never overlook an opportunity to give full credit

to the warv-lous group of professionals we hzve in the engineering section.

. 17, e now have A3C 229 installed, which is 150# of aluminum aruor plate
hung diroctly to the rear and beneath the clam shell engine coupartaent
doors, This ASC is designed to provide protection to the oil cooling
systems. (tank, cooler, 2tc.) This 150# represents one troop, or 20
troops in & normal fligat of 20 aircraft. It's hard to soy where the
point of no return starts when you start installing armor to protect
vulnerable components or systcna.

18, I can't soy wuch about the M-60 wachine guns. We rarely saw the
. eneay when we are being fired upon and after the first division haa
dropped its troops in the landing zones, succceding divisions cannot
use their guns for suppressive fire while in the zone,

19, e are now using the Arualite for the co-pilot. It is conveniently
carried butt down, in a pocket to the right of the co-pilet where he

can readily euaploy it. Its advantages are light weight, short barrel
for ease in handling in the cockpit, high nuzzle velocity, and good
pbock power and rate of fire against fleeting targets.

20. It just occurred to me it wight be well to train for a downed or
¢rippled aircraft condition in the landing zone. I can recell three
occasions when we had to leave the aireraft in the landing zone and
evacuate the crews under fire. Ve advocate the winguman or division
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leader, as appropriate, using the downed aircraft as o shield ageinst
incoming fire while cvecuating the crew., If the last plane in o
division was hit, the succeeding division could nmake the pick-up. If
tail end Charlie got it, the division leader would go boack in. Of
courge no firo practice can be established. We used this technique
against rifle fire and not automatic weapons. The use of this technique
for crew rescue would depend upon the number of troops already in the
londing zone that could be used to protect the crew and the type of fire
being received. Under some circuastances of heavy fire it would be best
to have the troops protect the crew and secure the area with air atrikes
etc., before atteapting to evacuate the crew. However, during o with-
drawal operation this would becoue iucreasingly Qifficult.

21.. Qs you know our loss of a helicopter on 6 October 1962, was parti-
culorly traegic. Tragic in that we lost so many of our own people and
that it occurred in the fiost inacceesable area possible as far as being
able to effect rescue operations, even with the helicopter. We depended
heavily on %“he endurance, skill and determination of the ARVN troopa that
were landed nearky to negotiete the terrain and bring out the survivers
as well as asgirt “he liedical Gfficer and Corpsuan thot we were able to
drop in at the ccane c¢f the accident. However, we learned that we had
ever estimated al’ of tleir copabilities and as o result developed and
equipped our owr ‘~escuc tcaus with personnel organic to the squadron

ond MABS-16¢ Sub-Uzit #2. sove enclosed the plan and it is self-
cxplanotory. It was a lesson lecrned when working with allied troopa.

22. VYe have not used the "Zogle" concept of an airborne reserve (which
wos designed to block fleeing troops) in this area because it is not
practical in jungle terrain. We have used a "Tiger" concept, whereby
we had four aircraft ir an alert status clong with troops which were
pre-staged ot pick-up cites where thcy could be euployed fast and
exploit an eneuy attack while it was in progress, i.e. outpost being
overun or a train being attacked. It hasn't been practicable to tie up
four aircraft for this purpose because outposts are usually attacked at
night and word of a trcin attack too slow in cooing.

23. I have aentioned stoked lending zones which we continued to run into
in this arec, For tuis reason we usuolly desire angd @lterncte plan or
londing zone of possible. s I mentioned in uy last letter the stakes are
partiolly effective against helicopter landings if the pattern of the
stokes precludes londing with your tail between then. Care nuat be

token not to swing the tail om landing or tcke off.

24, Sooe of our troop landings were wade for the purpose of pesitionmin
troops in o blocking role in conjunction with other infantry or APC 113
thrusts. In these coaes we would encourage and advocaote the use of

ridge lines. .lthough the landing areas were wore precarious and usually
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small, we could approach the landing zone in a careful manner without
the VC looking down our throats from. surrounding hillsides.

25. VWhenever possible reconnaissance was done visually. In most areas
it was not uncommon to have aircraft overhead coming or goimg te outws
posts. We cculd make & dumay run to an outpost in the area and conduct
the reconnaissance enroute. Azain in order to avoid a pattern we have
used HU-14's, OE's, Otters, C-123's, T-28's, CA~l, and the HUS-1 for this
purpose. Vhen using the T-28, we would schedule an air strike in an
adjacent area, and performed the reconnaissance during the air strike.

26, Although some of the VC tactics are rather prigtitive; like the
sounding hole with 50° sides like a water glass \__/ which they use to
detect the direction of approaching helicopters, they are not ignorant
or untrained in the employment and capabilities of helicopters. I have
included a captured document to prove my point. Paragraph 7, of this
document mentions we need 3 hours of maintenance for every flight hour,
we were actiuully vsing 4-1 in Danang. 'We learned that they were not
giants behind every trec, but they would show up where lcast expected
and should never b2 undcrestimated. '

27. The weather h~g becn our nemesis during the paat four months, It

ig very difficull %o prcdict with patches of heavy ground fog in the
mountain valleys en< hewvy rain. During one 6 day period we had 16

inches of rain. The amount of cloud cover would dictate how soan the
ground fog would barn off, it would sometiwes lay in pockets in the ‘
mountain ereas for days and hamper resupply and troop lifts, although

the coastal area would ke clear. Ve learned we had to take off and try

to get into the sies, even though it lockad hopeless. However, the
weather would freguently open up for short periods of time. Of course
this rapidly changing weother could also trap you if you weren't careful,.
On one occaasion our pilcts hed to climb out on top at one minute intervals
to 7300 feet. They were brought down on a surveilance radar approach ,
from 10,000 feet to Dancrg. This is no problem if Your pilots are trained.
Get them on actual instraments whenever possible, it can pay off! 4
specific weather analysis is included in CTE 79.3.3.8 report Ser 00163 on
Helicopter tactics ond techniques dated 10Jan63 which was distributed to
all Helicopter Groups. '

28, Altitude was no particular problem at this time of the year. The
highest site we worked was 3800 feet. The RAL's at Santa Ana proved to
be o good training area for anything we have run into out hera.

20. Navigation continues to he as easy as your ability to read a mop.
Don't depend on radio aids or prominent terrain features. Generally the
waps are good, although souwe areas show only ridge lines and rivers with
no contour information.
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30, The three 0E's provided by Wi0-2 are doing a fine job and keeping
busy. They are on continous reconnaissence missions and have photogrephed
the majority of the outposts sites for us, We use them on all troop lifts
to report weather conditions in the landing zones, Thie frequently reo-
quires that they remain cn station for extended periods during marginal
weather and keep us advised on o "go", "no go", or delay in H-hour,

31, The weather pilots responsibility is very important because quite
often we have had to delay H-hour due to weather. When in his judgment
the weather wos suitoble for both helicopters ond support aireraft, he
would so advise the tactical comacnd post for confirmation of a new H-hour
and coordination of artillery and the ASOC (.ir Support Operations

Center) for coordination of the support aircrcft. We could usually react

to a new L-hour between 1 and 14 hours depending on the distance to the
target.

32. During troop lifts we also used the OE as a radio relay aircraft,
which peruitted us to remairn in alicost continuous radio cozmunication
with our hone basc.

33, Briefly, the statistics for our stay in RVWN during the perxod 1
Adugust 1962 to 1) January 1963 were as foilows:

Total hours -~ 13,550
HUS -~ 9,0£3
0E - 1,092

R4D - 410
Sorties - 15.200

Total pass —~ 59,034
Adnin - 33,808
Assault- 25,216
Cargo - 1,114 {ons
ied Evacs - 535
A/C hits - 32
34s Our relief by HI-162 was accouplished ouch the sane as we relieved

BM-362 in .ugust. Dasicolly forward echelons layed the ground work
followed by increucntal relief of personnel over a period of a week by

[
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GY aircraft. A fully operutiondl capability was maintained at both enda
without onterruption.

35, Ve are now located at Futema with 18 aircraft. We have 6 aircroft
and crews oboard the USH AL.MO, an LSD operating out of Cubi Point in
the Philippines. They cre filling the gap until the arrival of the USS
PRINCETON around 21 February when we will go aboard from here with 18
aircraft and assume the 7th Fleet commitnent. The 6 aircraft and crews

in Cubi Point will be rcturned to Futema and support the 3d Division
requirenents.

36. There is on excellent Special Report on SWN (now referred to as RVN,
Republic of Vietnan) in the Pacific Compmand, Weekly Intelligence Digest,

Number 4-63, dated 25 January 1963, that should be read by anyone
scheduled for duty in RVN.

R. L. RATHBUN
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TOs All gnits and administrative Units
SUBJECT: Comments on Countering Heliborne Landings and Raids.

Profftting from the French experiences in Algiers and the Znglish
experiences in Maleya, the USA has made extensive use of surprise heli-
btorne raids against our units and rear areas., A stri<ing exam:le of US
employment of these tactics was se-n recently in the Binh Tay Operaticn
(tlestern South Vietnam),

It can be said that all the recent augmentations of forces that
the USA has sent to the Diem governmént were primarily intended to
strengthen the Diem rear area forces, increase their ability to pass
information rapidly and the wide cmployment of helicopters in the move-
ment of troops. Therefore if we can‘destroy or greatly reduce the
enemy'’s heliborne capability we will, in esscnce, have destroyed the
mobility necessary to the US raid tactics.

Although we have succeeded in inflicting some loss on the eneny in
his heliborne operations the enemy has in some places caused us foirly
heavy losses. We must therefore find means of coping with the enemy's
helicopter tactics. Widespread efforts must be directed to combattlﬂg
heliborne landings and shooting at helicopters. Following are the

advantages which the enemy enJoys due to his employment of heliborne
strille tactics:

1., Careful planning and preparations are possible together with
complete mobility in an attack, support or relieving role,

2, Secrecy can be preserved and surprise strikes ¢an be accomplished,

3, Lendings can te effected dee¢p into ~ur rear areas witi the
capability to attack and withdraw rapidly.

4. An appropriate means of destroying cur forces while they are
still weak.

However these tactics s :ffer the following disadvantag:s:

1, The populaticn in cur rear areas is .n vur side and will
resist the enemy in every way.

2, Small forces are usually employed by the enemy in their deep
strikes and if counterattacked may find it difficult to withdraw,

3, Heliborne operations require the latest information (old info
myy have lost its timeliness and new info must be checked for accurracy..
If the time is taken to acquire confirmatory ‘nfo then the situation may
have changed rendering the info inaccurate).

4, The enemy's strike elements are usually unfamiliar with the
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terrain and can easily be surrounded and rapidly defeated,

5. The present available hellccotets prevent the eneny from
employing large forces (althcugh this is cnly a temporary disadvan~
tage it will take the enemy suvme time befcre he will be able to
overcome it,)

6. The effectiveness of heliborne tactics is greatly reduced
in forested and jungle covered mountain areas where a clear‘knowledge
cf the nature of the terrain cannot be decerned from the air, where
landings are difficult and ambushes easily empl:-yed against the land1ngs.

7. The disadvantages inherent in helicopters are difficult to
overcome, . 1f they are flown slow or low they are vulnerable to ground
fire; every flying hour must be complemented by 3 hcurs of ground main-
tenance; they cannot be flown for more than 70 h.urs in any 2 or 3 days
(TN: Obvious typographical c«r technical error, 10 hours in 2 or 3 days
seems appropriate); the helicopter consumes much fuel, carrying a full
load of troops its fuel capacity is reduced and as a cunsequence its
range is reduced, as a result the starting puint for heliborne cperaticns
is ustally near the objective and thus the enemy's element of surprise
can be compromised, A landing right within our rosition is the nost
effective, but is also subject to coming under cur firepewer while a
landing cutside of “ur position, thuiugh aveoiding ur firepower foscs the
element of suvurpricze.

SOLUTIONS TG THE PROBLEM,

Based on the above listed advantages and icadvantag s of helibcrne
strikes and frem cur experiences with cnemy heli! “rne nperaticns in the
Scuth, we propese the frllcw ng principles t- ¢ ntend with this enemy-
capability:

1, Our rear areas are weak and small and they can thrcugh the
use of heliborne tactics, beccme the enemy's front line at anytine
s0 we must develope a widespread developement «f guer:illa forces in
these areas and the deeper in ~ur rear areas the stronger thesc forces
nust be. If we succced in the widesprend-uevel«pement cf strong guer-
rilla forces in cur rear areas, the enemy, despite his initiative in
choosing the pcint of attack will, on landing find that he has landed
in a hornet's nest cf guerrillas ready to ficht him and he may find
himself in danger of being surrounded, Mcrecver (and this is suffi-
cicntly strong to prevent them from landing forces).

2. The enemy can make a heliborne landing at any time and any-
place in Scuthern South VN and particularly in cleared heavily populated
areas at which time they can inflict heavy lcsses cn US (particularly
when they are landing they will firc at anything that mcves to protect
their landing parties). Therefore we must instruct the people that
they must prepare positions in which they can safeguard their lives and
property. These foxholes must be prepored at any place that they are
likely to go,

Cur armed and para-military forces as well ar the masses must have
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self protective plans ready and the pecple must realize that though
a2 heliborne operation can be launched in their very =idst that hclicop-
ters have many inherent weaknesses,

3. Our district and higher units and installatiuns are the main targets
of:enemy,heliborne operati.ns so they must be mcbile, properly trained
and equipped to cpicse the enemy, Our installaticns and units must not
beconme fixed to any specific location: For example units and installations
in the lowlands must be moved :ncz every week or ten days., Units or
installaticns in the highlands gust be moved frequently, Locations
must be selected with an eye tc defense, concealment, of fense and
routes of withdrawal.  On arrival in a new area the nnit or instals
lation must deploy immediately and be prepared to recist an attack,
prepare defensive positions and avoid innececsary c ‘ncentraticns,
Headquarters must establish overall Cefensive rlans btased on a
perimenter defense cor mutuwal suprorting fire between separate positions
to prevent enemy landings within our pusition and Jifficult fcor him tc
“surrcund, Our dispositisns sh-uld 2ls¢ be made £ that a unter
strike can be mivnted by the attacked forers if the sitnaticrn permits.
Displacements must be made within the framew r% - f an w.rall plan ot
specified times and t¢ epecified areas tu insure that scattered forces
can be ccncentrated rapidly.

4, Counter Intelligence Mecasures, strencthing ..r ‘nternal orran~
ization and the diligent eliminati.n of lucal spies wust be im.le-
mented, Znemy heliborne operaticns-are dependent .n the latect nfo,
transmitted by the most rapid means, s¢ we must exercise careful cine-
trols and particularly eliminate spies carrying cummunicaticns equipmert,
Boats must bz carefully inspected because the enemy may secrete radics
in them, Fassengers on common carriers and private conveyances must
be corefully checked and we must avoid locating cur forces in
positions near ccmmunications axis where spies can easily maintain
surveillance and rapidly transmit their infc¢, Perscns known to be in
frequent proximity to GVN post must be carefully checked for commun-
ications equipment,

5. Camcuflage must be stressed to mislecd the enemy and positicns
must be selegted in heavily wooded areas which are difficult for the
eneny to approach or attack.

6. Armed and para-military and self defense forces must be trained in
shooting at heliccpters and other aircraft. Training must be ziven
immediately in anti-heliborne tactics., Exreriences gaied from our
defeats and victeries apainst heliborne cperat’ ns will e diseminated
for instructional rurrocses,

- 7. VWhen the enemy c-nducts an airborne strize against an area,

the people must, with ut ranicking rapidly cec:re their valuables and

themsclves and maintain surveillance cver the enemy's actirns and

attitudes and detcrmine when the mcment is oprertune t- ¢ nuct poli-

tical activities and trorp propagandizaticn am ag the enemy's trocps.

When the enemy lands he is expecting recsistance fr.m the loccal pop=~ -
ulace so if they resist at that mcment they may suffcr seri.ug losses. AE
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Village puerrillas will instead, with their rudimentary armament,
attempt to reduce the enemy's capability and harass them when they

are eating or sle ping sc that on the following day they will be
unable to countineu their attack and bring their operation to a rapid
halt or provide proper cunditicns for a’ccinterattack by ocur own main
force units. If attacked, the Jdistrict, prcvince and main force units
will resist to defend themselves, Will, if cnditions vermit, fire at
the helicopters when they approach, engare his f.rcec ~hen they land,
resist him as he advances and pursue him when he withdraws. Any unit
can engare the enemy's air'orne attaci:s but *hey m:st attack rapidly,
achieve a rapid decisicn. withdraw rapidly, have adeqrate firepower
and be trained in active anti-aircraft mear.res, -

8. The withdrawal is an im.ortant pra « ~f the re-istance., Because
the enemy can attack anywhere at anyii ¢ we ~ustiknmy 1w to withdraw,
Do not withdraw across -ren areas and winhdraw under susperting fire,

. If we succeed in drawin. the battle cut ti 1} the h rs ~f dari’ness i
we #ust not think that cur withdrawal can' be made with ismpunity because '
the enemy has empluyed bioby traps, mines, amitushig forces or inter-
dictory fire to block tur withdrawal,

9. Attacks must be organized against enemy helicopters by luring
them into our prepared posit.cns, 4rens where forces and firepower
gan be effectively concentrated should be crganize for anti-helibcerne
defense (based on the enemy's heliborne capabilities), A method which
can be. emplcyed is to surr-und and attack an enemy ipstallation and
deploy the majority of +ur local forces to engage the heliborne
reinforcements as they land. (The selected area shculd be one in
which our deployment can be effectively made and in which the ecnemy
can effect heliberne landings. In aduition, because the enemy may‘
nct land their troops in cleared areas, but instead lower them by
lines from helicopters tc aveid cur ambush, Our deployments must
be mobile in nature to meet enemy landings by this means, In zddition
the deployment of rur local forces in j;ositions to attack the
helicopters will preovide suprort for the forces attachking the
enemy's fixed positien and su =-rt the uithdra-al -f th-se fcrces,
This deployment will als~ serve tc aislead the enemy's spies as to the
true nature of ~ur dispesitien, The tarzet relected shruld be a small
post far en-ugh away frem enemy supiortins frces te require the use
of heliborne fcrces to relieve it,

Prior reccnnaissanc: must be made of helicr» to1 landing fields
in towms and cities in rder t: select :csiti~ns t. «m~loy m .rtars
and other weapcns arainst them ur to determine means of emplicying
our special missi'n rerscn.el t. destrcy the epemy's helic.pters,

10, Follwwing the enemy's withdrawal we must apprcach the battle
area with cauticn, The enemy have been known i¢ booby trap an area
prior to withdrawing and have, as a consequence, caused us some losses.
The police ¢f the battle field must be carefuliy corganized and employ
all military, para-military and civilion man; cwer in crder to search
out and disarm the enemy®s booby traps.
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Above are some opinicns and principles which uynits and or-an-

izations can emplcy in preparing plans tc safeguard ~ur forces
against encmy attacks.
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