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1" The followhJg :i.l:.,forLlation a.nd el1!',lo8"tJ.rG~ (1) through (6) are 
S"J.bolitted in acoorG.arw8 "i'th reference (a) cu-..d (b) .. 

E' •• 1-~~!.'cl.:!-.~.:l?;~~Lf!r,~t-!="!2~'lli..:l£'1o 1':2:dne Meditl.r:l r-IeHcC'pter Squadron-163 (TU 
7805,,:3j~ H,~;':'!.:t1'3 tdl'crRf't G:;?OUll 16, 1st !,I?:,),ng f.ircraft Wing, FMFPao, FPO 
S9.n f::r·r>.r..(li :-I(;.) & 8'l.l.ifornie. 96501. On 'b09.:>:>"! n, 3, ri. IWO In'LA (I,PH-2) in 
EX.:;'YQort of. S:-Jo·;:a1 I,an<ling Foroe under G:)!O::U3.nj,::;~ Task Group 78.5. 

(1.) IT C) 

C'" -" " ,i.'J. 

0) R. 
( 4) R. 
(~t. J. II, 
(6 ) 0. 

( r{) c. 
(8) l\. 

G., 
(}. 

:-i~ 

A, 
.) . 
I~ .. 
Ao; 

:3~ 

E'NE8 f, I,tCo1., C::nl:r.ar.',c::.!'.g OIficer 
YC':JNJ) }.Te,j .. : E:teotlti ,'f. Offic. e~ 
lU"N,iJ" J:t'., :Maj., l)~y6:.'::l,t~.(ins OffioeI' 
FE'.r 'I' E',U,Y" , Capt~, AJ.::·ini8trativ8 Offioer 
i'ilAXWKLT" C<.J?t. s l:!'1(.elli.gE-TiOe O±'ficer 
~:![L£:I; C~~~;~? I.oc'S·!'St:tC£l Offioe:'.' 
~~r~JGK, C2~I}~-;~ '! }!!a:i.~1"tane.n(\e Cfficer 
VlAUNCF.:, (;ep-G,. " Av:12\~'tGn Safety Offioer 

;~lUF) 
l:I~~'~~r.\~ .. _ .. Q.~1..tg el;.. 

:14 
1{~1!.L.9f'fi oer 

~ 
JuJ,.v 
Augu.!'l·~ 

S;:::ptenber 
Ootob 0It' 

54 
54 
54 
55 

169 
172 
172 
In 

1 
1 
1 
1 

DECLASSIFIED 

~avy Enlisted 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

(') 

~ 
~ 
(') 
~ . ..,.. 
~ 
V' 
2". 

}" 
c> 

=.P 
f 
t. 

, 



DECLASSIFIED 

----- ~T" ~"t- 220ot1965 
f;'.'.:l:~S:; . .;J:0 .... J2i~;;tt~ Members or the squadron who ware also members ot 

'bb'J ('TC 78,,:5 S),,·;;!.':']. f:taff are as rollowo: 

" " \ .' . .' 
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( ")) 
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n. 
~Cl. 

1l'!" 
:Jj) 

D. 

G.~ c.~~u-?::~, JJtool e , Com:meind.er Task Group 
H. 161:.:::));; ;;r., Jo1aj. D Operatiolls Officor 
J~, ELOCK p Ca:p'~" ~ .A,;s:.s1;a.nt 0:perat1ons Offioer 
T. WP.LI!.I\G·~~: r:s.pt~ p Administratj.ve Officer 
S ... VY.!~.i~~::~·C}I~ G:::~~)'tc ~ :Gogistics Officer 
D. cFiI:t\r~'l 1/:~,:~o ~ J:lJ .. ~elligonco Offi.cer 
E~ 'WX:T!IJJ:~S!! l/L·~~ t S&O Off~.~G~ 

a. l~it,1·,r.l2,;;;·:Y~,_'2:f t:;::l£."i;:}.8!::-.:;.:~-cE"y.~}Jt~" I:1 J'.J10 :1...965, mn.LJ..63 reoeived 
orders to I'roos3d f::c!:1 Do, };6,n&:, Viet )113m to O!d.na',.,a and upcn a.!'riva1 to 
oonsti tut(> the BAlM e10cf):::':~ of the 13:000:: ;).1. Z,0,ndin,5 F'o:C'Je (SLF) under 
Commander Ta.ck Group ",~ro 5 (CTG '"(8,:;: < .J;:.:! C,li7EtJ"",)0 ,a!'t;y' departed. Da Nang 
on 10 June a:nd upo~ l"..:.'r-i1'al. f-1·t Qki:no,v;9. ini 7.iatf'.lu. li.aison anri embarkation 
planning with :BLT 3/7~ The G(f'.;.a1r.on 8,1:'x'i-;;ad Old:1m"l3. an 21 Je1.ne and 
oontinued 1taiaon and e~"hc.;.~lc8;tlon ;}J.8J]'lill{~ lmdo:;:" c-;)!il!i1and of LtCoJ... N. G. 

mYERS, who a.t. '~hi s tice a8~'tJ.~oil tile ~dd:;. tional d·"Ity cl.l:~ C~:G· 78.5. 
Significant. .;von:'3 a~a J.:i.z-:;ed i)'J:Low and 5.'0.1 t::Il\(;lvsu:-e 0.) t-b::-onEl:i. (6) as they 
oocurred dur:i.nf.; ,s1H' Ijpe:ro,t;i(llH':~ 

(1) On 24 ·Tuns H~\f-.163 f)OrlrJsnaed th'iJ ziI::llll te.neous embarkation 
su:pport of RLT :J/{ Rna ;';:1':1,1-16:;; s."\)oa:c-d the TJ:~S IWO JIRA (LPH-2) at 
ifhi te Be2,l)b.~ OJdna.wa.,> F.GJ.-::-al'k2.·:;:l.O:.l W8.S oor-,p:Loted on the morning of 
26 ;rune. During this period tho squac-:ren I'ogged 124.0 flight hours, 
316 sorties, 200 pax~ 250~OOO Ibs of cargo. 

(2) The IWO :JM.i dCj?8,;.'tec C'k.i.!j<;l.wa on. 26 J'.lne enroute to Q.ui Nhon, 
Republio of V:l,o'~ ;;rf..t'l~ a'.':d Vi.ll:S tl1.0l''.) on :;0 ,;-11.nO e During this per1od, 
prepa"t' ;l.ti Oil al~(1. );11Runi.r:.g was 0CJm:?~Leted fo:c tho e·t'f~load of BLT 3/7. 

<:~) O!.:..: 3.1:11 :: .:\ .. :::~" EIil 3/7 1aDri3t r-t Q.'.li !ilion by oombined helo 
J.i:::'t. 9.ud. 8.r.11'h5.b:lC:U3 vehlcJ.~fl. See eI;~108']:r,j (:::)a During off.,.load the 
sg,uadron legged 203 .. 5 flight hOl"!J.' f3~ 15'6 HL~~ .;;:, ::1 s~ 891 pa:x:~, 41,610 lbl'l 
oo;;.'go. 

(4) The f3ClUo.cU~O:l remaj.nea :~.':.l S'.2y.i;lc!"-<; q:i:' BI,T 3/7 ashore from 2 to 
5 .July si:r.u.1tanec1ully night and d::>\' 'J3.~!,j,o:::. <l'.L~l.i.:ying all pilots. 
During this per:l.orl tho sq"t'.adrol1 :;.o.~,'SJi 16;:0::: tli'5:1t hour s, 272 sorUea, 
738 pax:. , and lC3~ 58:; 11;) s. of ca:;'gJ., Tn" ",i::.'0raft received small arI:ls 
hi te. 

(5) On 6 and 'T July BLT 3/'( ':Vas reUeverl. by BLT 2/7 in poa1tion~ 
Re-eDbarka.tion of ~J/'T and the landing over '::he be~oh of 2/7 was squadron 
E!U];1portedo The 8~ilad.C'O!l logged. 130.,0 flight ho'tU's, 1324 sorties, 1560 
llaxo, and 158,545 Ibs. of carg0 during this period. 

(6) The squadron rellle,incd j.n support of BIT 2/7 between 7 and 20 
J\~Q Instr.u.ment t!'aining ar.d fr~~::?J]o;>;,t flights were flown during this 
poriod an;:l the ~quad:'(1n loggeC', ;;5'~ol flight hour s, 474 sortie S, ~257 

j/(l.<-o; 115,150 cargo. en 14 ;jn) .... y Y.2··1'7 wa.s lost at sea due to engine 
failure. Thera were no casualties; the aircraft was not recovered. 
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"22 Oot 1965 
l '7' f.~he IWO Jn~A departed Q.ui Nhon on 20 July cnro.t(h' to Subia 

Bay" On n J'c.ly 5.t Fas ordered to divert to assist in salvage operations 
cf the U~~8 J)';1.Al'i{ K}:Oi;: (DDR 742) which was aground at Prattas Reef. The 
nlfo .rnIA a:::-:t'i.vsc. a1; Pl'attas Reef on 22 July. The squadron provided 
h6liou~1';Gr 2!Hl'pCY'I: 0:1:' this opei·~.tiOlt from 22 JulY through 31 JUly 
J5fting p''l~ sO:l:uel~ S1,l:i?lll:l G s and water to the '(j SS FRANK KNOX. A . total 
of 33.~,,:L n.ight hom-s; 3:5t~ so:,:,Ues~ 1394 paxi ~)54,480 Ibs of cargo and 
"wvc..t~~~:' -:;.t):~~ e lC·f:~gt~c~. Cll.:~·:1.::6 tl"!i B j;e:':'iodo 

~0) Tho HiQ ;;ll'{lA (ltr;?S..'l:'t9d PrattaF.: R2SZ O!1. 31 JulY en!'oute to 
Hong Kong for c:::oews rest 8J1d liberty. The ehip arrived in Hong Kong 
on 2 iLUgast a:r.'.iJ l'f)!1aine1 j.n port through 10 A1.1gusto No flight operations 
wero cond.u~t",d chcr'tng t;~j s :pet'j.od. 

(9) The IFC JUrA de:vm,t"d lioD5 R~r;5 0::1 10 AU8H::'~ e!l;:m.'~o to Subio 
Bay for rep~,jTp l'es-,lJ)llly one SrJ.11adro::1!liIT ·tY"a:!n:!31,~~. The ship errived 
at Sub:'../) Da;v on 12 August" Tho s<lUadrOll cff·-loa<led aJ,l airor2.ft and the 
l!:&:ori'~;'i of perso:'lllol Q Local iam anti train:i,nt~ flights WGre soheduled 
through 16 .~ugust at whioh tiI::e the s'luad.T.·C')t "'I;'.S ordered to back-load in 
prel)P.ratiol1 for the sllip to get unde"-'wayo T!1e s(!uaclron back-loaded 
persol111el and equirn:eut :::nd -prcvjrl.0d hsiicopter sUDIlor'h for t:b.e ELT 3/7 
l'a.ckl.:~ad.. It logged f!.~otal oj' 9~~) fliGht hO'a~'s~ 136 sorties, 1J.5 
I15.X" t i'.nd. 32~OOO 1bs I);;: Ol"l:C50 c:1;.r::'n.st~1.::'s pe.:dod. 

(10) The ELT P,!vi. »quecL':'011ba0k-loed wo,s oompleted on 16 August 
~.,.;c.c:. the shir dera~ted S·;i.bi~ Bey em.·outo to Van Tuong Peninsula, Republio 
of V~,et l:1am to support Ope:ration "STAELITE". The ship arrived off 
iT an Tuong on 18 Au.gust.. 

(12) On 24 Angus1; e.:.:'ter 'I';!';)'P up of CpoX' a'~j,on II ST.ARLITE", BLT 3/7 
·;''....8 oaol;:·-loaded and tho IV70 ,TIMA dopa.rt~d VS.ZL TU011g enroute to Subia 
132-\:' for ships repai.":' ",nJ res'J.ppJ'Y6 Wh:Us ;';,r.:teJ.';;'nt1 harbor at Subic :Bay 
01'. 26 August, YP-7 W2.3 lost at sea ,11lo3I:;O oE!,;;;jnf:l failure. There were 
EO caS1tal ties; the ai:>:'o:raft was not ran'JY3:r' (;;(:0 

(13) The sQ.1:adj~on off-102,c:fl:} 8.1.: a.lrcre.ft and the majority of 
DCl son11el at Su.bio BI'\Y on 26 iI:lil:;1::1~ wHh J)lans i;~r oonduoting training. 
C:rC.ors wore r90ei vad -So back-load ~:1 peparatj.o:n :::or the ship to get under 
lj'f;! on 29 August. .A minir.mm of ~;r;l.:~::l.:"!lg 'YaH 8.Clcomplished due to the 
mo(l.ification of orcle:::' 3.. The s~r'.'".(J:o:'1. )..:)13;8'<::0. 14·~ 4- :Uight hours, 38 
SCl'ti08, 30 pax., and iJ.,500 1bs. (,f:oJ'isO rivTing thi[J period. 

(14) Tee IWO JIMA depirtf.:c~ ;~'l~b Ba.y on 29 August enroute to 
Chu !,0-i with orders to disembark BI/~ }/7. The ship arrived at Chu La! 
c:u 30 Augus·h. No flight o:perati.ons i'V():'e CO:1CLllctod during this period. 

(15) The' off loa.d of tl,T 3/7 ,)O:-l':nc)!1.ced on 1 Septemb or and was 
conplsted on 2 Septenbel·" 'Ice S(l1la.Uro:u logged 59.8 flight hours, 514 
lJort1os, 329 pax., iUld 253; 520 J,iH, oa:>so d1.1ring this period. On 
1 Septe:::lbar Y:P-l was losl; a.t 8(>a dU'3 to engj.ne failure. The pilot 
Cqyi; .. GRAVELLE incurred a. bECk :!.njl.':-C'Y, all other cembers of the crew 
eecepsJ. with ninor or no injury. The engin.e was saJ.vaged by unT 
personnel and returned by the squadron to O&R for analysis. 
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Oot 1965 
(Hi} On 2 September -;he IWO JIMA departed Chu Lai enroute to 

Okinawe with orders too embark BLT 2/1 at White Beaoh. 

(:i 7) ~~:;,e P.!:J.:l.l? 8.l'ri ved off V1h1 te Beaoh on 5 September. The 
8Cluadron off-loaded aircraf'c a.nd per Bonnel at MCAF Futema.Liai son 
was oonducted. with 2/1 and the s<iuadron provided helicopter support 
for BJJT 2/1 (',,~ba-r:'kat:S.onQ T!:J.e s~lla.llron l'e-elllba.:rked on 7 September; 
390 0 flight ~.G1.1.:i::::~ IS2. r30:r!;ies, 4·c6 pax., and 134,000 Ib s. of oargo 
we:e e loggad du't' ::'n.::, i:hi s period. 

(18) On 7 Sep,:ombEJl' the IWO JBiA departed Okinawa en:r.'oute to 
Oui Nhon, Republic of Viet Nam to suppcrt Op'cra'tion "HIGHLAND". The 
ELT and squadron had ]reviously dispatched a pla:~1ing group to Subia 
nay for planning of O:;?era'bio::-c "DAGGER T!ffiUST". Th:l.s group was picked 
up by heli copter on 8 Septer;.!'ber '1'1]. th the sh:i.p I' emaining lL."1clerway. The 
squadron logged 5.9 f1ighJjj hours D 8 []or-t;ie.3~ 30 pax., and 1400 lbs. 
oargo during this period o 

(19) 'J:!:10 IWC :n~A a!'ri ved a'b Q,lli Nho:1. or. 10 Septemb e1'. The DLT 
Was placed on <!tandty ?.s a ::''J3.,j~r rS2orV8 :J.n sllpport of rJpe:cation 
IIHIGHLl'.NI:il o tha J_8.nc.J_:qJ; o:t; Q.;J.~c .~,;j:!):; &nc1 :::070):'.(>1'.t inland to An Khe of 
the 1st Ga1-lTar:' (Ail' M.ob:~J.IJ) )~1V'j8:!o;J .. , ~t'];]G squa:lron rna:l.l1t.ained a 
stand.by conc1i."o:l..J:n with t~lfl BLT i.!u'ough 21 S3:ptember. Du:~ing this 
I'm: i od, fl.l' ua. f um.ili ar:.!.z " ... ~ion~ U. 2,!, /;ion o.nc1t;:r a.ining fligllt were flown, 
).c§:'e;ing 2R3i,5 fl'igllt l~()l:.l'o~ ~)G4- f:()l"ties~ 1685 pax., <md 5,650 lbs. of 
t~.G~:'3G\) 

(;~c) Wll:Lle e.t ~Ll"j. j~'llon th') scp18.dZ'on conducted a 20 airoraft 
DrG~cl3.wn ].a.UllCh. Tl~e :pl~:rlJOSe was to exeroi se the ship, flight deok, 
a.nd airc:r:e.ft crews 1::1 n::ght lau.!\ch p:rocedlli~es and to arri va at launoh 
a!ld r er.clc:.n"011S 'I;ime S fcl' :f.'u tu:':'e II Dagger Thrust" operations.. Thi s and 
sub sequf):'1~j op'.JJ:'3.1;icr..1J Jij:,oVGd '/',:lat a L-3G laurJ.~h t::'r·:e was needed for 
8:c:::'i'I'JeJ. at ':l. .l:\'~dingz0n.1) locateti 10 l!1~~.oo :frot) ·t·hat LPH at L-Hour. 

(~:,_) Th~ lW(! .j:::i/~.:" ::eDarted Qui ::'Tho:a. or. ~'j. Sep'i;em'Jer enroute 
tc. Chn L,,:>.i ·~o l3onduc~j lan'1i'1g rehel-X';';!;;!. :i'.)!' 0l'b~&i.";ifJl.1· "DaggGr ThJ!ouf;lt~. 

'.~;~2i The ship a.r.rived off Gnu. J'r:i.i 0;,] 22 September, oonducted 
li;;,iG0u wi!;h Ullits C1shore and on 23 3ept0:n'!)er ,)0nc.u.oted rehe'arsal for 
fcri;llCGmi::1(~ ".D3.gger ~hrustn ope:ratio:::ta" :':)1' det~~.ls of this rehearsal 
soe enolos:lre (3). 1he squad!'cn lOe;C-:;d 83,0 flight hours~ 357 sorties, 
952 };.c:.X' .... !. A,:ld 23,850 lbs. cargo c'!'l:'~:l.ng this pe'!'iod .. 

(23) On oompletion of rehear (1~;.1 ';;~1'~ IWO JIM.!\. departed Chu La1 
8:::'e,,'. 0n.:::'ou~e to YUI!.g Mu ?Gnins1~1a.! tl:e ob JGoti ve for "Dagger Thrust" 
o:!]Gr£·,t:.on. lIt') 

(;~+) .13'0:'(' dHt&.Lc.il '/:;:'a6,~oT' TI,n1.f;~;'~ oporat:i.on 711, (Target #2) see 
e~ic.l c S1.ir e (3). 

(25) On CCJ:lD1etio!1 of ti:Ds.gg8r "c':il::.'ust" operation 111 the IWC 
JD:;.Jl d0]?B.'t'ted the Vung M.1. l'e.lli!'J.su~a [.rea enroute to non Goi for "Dagger 
'ih('llsV' operation 1120 Tho ship arrived Bon Goi Bay area on 27 September. 

4 
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22 October 1965 

(26) For detei1s of "Dagger Thrust" operation IS, (Target #4) see 
enolosure (.~)o 

(27) On completion of "Dagger Thrus"t" operation #2 the ship 
departed on 28 September enroute to Ta"ll Q:u.8:.:a for "Dagger Thrust" operation 
.ff3 arriving on Ph2.11 Thong and oommenoing op)rat;ion on 1 Ootober. 

(28) For d~tG.lls of "Dagger Thrust" operatj.on 1/3, (Target 7111) 
see enclos:~r3 (S)n 

(29) DU.ring ~D:o.gGer Th!'ust" operation lI3 the IWO JIMA and eTG 
78.,5 was alerted for duty iLl:"olving possible evacuation of American 
NationaJ.s fl'om Indonesia due to o:t1l:s1e in that oountrYD 

(30) The 1WO JIIvIA de:?ar·~ern. Tam Quan on 2 Ootober enroute to pre­
designated area north of Indone sia. The shiI> remained on standby until 
ordered to Da Nang for debarkat·ion of IDflM-163 a:r..d embcu'kation of HMM-263. 
The squadron debarked o:n J.O O:::tobero The squadron logged 21.5 flight 
bours, 205 aorticE1, 267 pax, ~ 9.'1.0. 24,800 Ibs, cargo during this period. 

()1) Total opeI'at:i.u:'lS for the p~riod 26 June to J.O October 
'NC)ro 3167.0 fJ.igllt hO~G,. 1:~02'T scrties p 18,283 pax., and 2,582,574 
.lb 8" of cargo., 

(1) l'er...§!9.1lJl2J..o ~'oF.'sonne:t. strength on receipt of orders to SLF 
was as follows: 53 Offioe~81 265 enlisted men with shortages noted by 
MOS: l341-l~ 3516-1,57n .. :l.~ 6422-4, 6;c4:-l D 6442-1, 6443··J., 6615-3. On 
18 June augmcmtlition perso:;:l:)."l were requested from MAG-16 and arrived as 
listed below: 

,eUJet/MOS Reguested Provided Arri ved 
Legal olerk/Ol21 1 0 
Cooks & bakers/3371 2 2 7 July 1965 
Disbursing c1erk/3421 1 1 11. July 1965 
Stewards/361l/3612/3613 9 3 1 July 1965 
Barber/894l -.l. .Q. 

14 6 

Shortages in augmentation personnel necessitated the squadron furnishing 
personnel to fill in. the 7aaancies. Departments were providing 47 

personnel for normal de·~ails required 1)y the ship., The squadron1s 
requirement for detail personnel are listed below: 

Enlisted Mess 
Flight Deo!{ 
Laund~:y 

Aviation Ready Issue 

6 
35 

4 

-R 
47 
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• 
22 Oot 1965 

,? ree.J.i<::'j,:J :~eco=,):c,~~t::.tio:n for WinG augmentation personnel would be as 
::~ ::;J1. ow 8:; 

1-~·~C:r.21 Ed Sl1ecial Gou!'t capability 
1~-21JJ. Ii5 Armory 
1~3::T.1. !f:5/ES AU{",n18 n t G-;.lley capability 
1·-337!, :82/1TI;i II 11 " 
1--3+~:J. t~3 A"J.gnlent Di;,;"t:ur sing capabiHty 
1--361::i, ti~. fl" ovj. 6. r: Offioor/W&rdroom support 
6-36JJ. J!~2/ :~;'l If H- I! II 

2-36J.3 Fi3/.B>~ n Ii ;~e sa su.pport 
1--894::, E;JF.3 Provide 881.'v1,.0 suppor'!; 

(2) 1.(11il:i.J~~~t:ratiilll" Adcinistrat:tve proCedUr(HJ fCl' tho SLF are 
oonsidered rou.'bil1$. Diffioultles diG. occur du.o t.o the lack of regularly 
soheduled transJ;lortation between SI,l!' units and higher echelol1. Official. 
oorrespondence, di't'activos, et~, sent by oail may eZIleot delays of up 
to one month in. delivery. The lelITf. does nC'i; haV'e authority to ~vrite orders 
!'esul tine in '~lnO(\eSf!ary dp.lays in processir!g .E!t:.::ergenoy ~.eaveJ 

hospi talizntioll and difficul'~Y iTl obtaining ai.? t!.'anFll,)ortation from 
points alor:g the "tiet Naill ooasto Several inst8.i:108S !'eqt'.ired requesting 
order 8 from 'I;hfl .MAG for :vel' BanaeI tran8fe:~ 9, emergency leave, etc, 
i110u.:'1'1ng dfJIIJ;:fS, mr.11 sent aevere.J. p8rsoas~ u'Ul!zinG Hed Cross messages 
in lieu of orders. 

<:~) Civil Affai.rs/tlni'l;m:.'L.Q.Q.Y.2.r.£~~n1. Not applioc.ble to HMM SLF. 

(4) It!oraleIW91fiP.Z~':':).[7r8111~. A misoinn wi th pm'pose and the 
aooomplishments of the squadron during Ope:;:-ation "STAt1LITE" and the 
three "Dagger Tht'u:;,t" operatiJ:os kepi; the Rc;,u.adron personnel in a high 
state of mora.l'3 de6pi ';0 tho limi ted J.iLcj~ty provided by the ships 
sohedule. Ha.il o~ea.ted some problem j.n th:L s area in that periods of 
up to twenty-tm--ee days ocourred between delivery~ Ctl3:'Bsr Advisory 
oontinued to flln'1tion in a. routine mE'.nner during the period oovered by 
thi S I' epcrto 1'01' sr)n~el Ii ving C0.~1(1J. 'Uons aboard tlhip wer e oonsidered 
ade~uate. Bathing facilities we~e ccr.sidered inadequate for enlisted 
personnel as only t~r5e showers w~re Drovided for ninety-six men. 

(5) Publio In;tQKi!!.§..:!!i.9n. Hom') tc~n nCWl3 !,01cases were updated during 
S!.F t;urs.. In<livid"l:!.sl participation. in "Dagger Thrust" operations 
information, was released to the Iio:::!e Town News Release Center, Great 
La'kes, Ill:i.Y!o!\(J., 

(6) .9c.f'~'l;4_~!:..lii":l"~. ~hG i'oJ.lowing nan-comb at casual ties occurred during 
SL'g' deploymeni;: 

a... Card;, W. J. GRAVELLE, 078531/7335, USMC rooci ved ba.ok injury 
in an aircre,f"t; aocidemt or. 1 September 1965, assigned .ArllC" Hosp., Camp 
Rue, Okinaw2. 7 September ]96:j~ 
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b~ Llcrl. ThlU'man CA'MPIlELL~ 2006261, received oheat injury 
in i'ligilt (lsC}k '3.ocident on 20 .Allf.1~.8t 1965. sent to USNH Subia Bay, 
:l:'hilippines on 27 AUg11S·t 19G:;. 

(). S/Sgt. R. T. SIMMONS, 994011, b Hten 011 hand by monkey 
rluring liberty vms aellt to UEEti Gubia :Bay, Philirpines for a'llti-ra.b1ee 
-cX'ea-t;ment on 1 ~leptember to 24 Septembor 19650 

C.\ £r5.:n.~E;t.§.irat~·.Y.\?"~ Ade,!u.ate o:!11;y "!.::tJ:·0 1l.,::;1. tl-.. e co-operation 
.,dth trw ships I company. Available corpSllie!l aE:sj.gnod to tho squadron 
wero not trained in proced1ll'os.. B"J}!od Instru,')tiol'!3 ~nd. Notices were 
readily available. 

I.. .~ Sick.Jill.y.. Ad.G'<1,1:.'2,t·:;. bu~; laokil1$ ::j~. l,,"d.=.t'.;:i.O!l i'i~Gdicine equi:p_ 
ment as well as that elluipment nOl'me.J.:!.y utili:::: eo. in. rout:tn3 examinations 
and prooedures. Du.ring thi s paried 62 ::;>hysieal exaninR.M.o:na were oompleted. 

(a) £..].~_oJ] .. ?:.:. .ll. Maieo Unj. t wa.s avcdlF.ble and in working 
order, but no sound-proof chamte::.' wus a'l3:Uable, making a 7alid 6:r:aill­

:ination impossible due to the (;m";""'o:J.men',,f.'..1. ':1:10160 l.evel. 

(b) ]No Len.c;!._ Not. aV6HI:l.bJ.e, dec:r.easingthe accu:t'aoy with 
whioh eye examinations arc c~'rie d out, 

(d) .¥:i. sc~1..1.?!L~9.llE .. 3I&9$..9 .. th.~_:l'} .. c_.. 0;;' J .. halmQl ogi oal and 
Otosoopio eqUipment, 1)1".8 claotrocardi(if;:;"i'.p~~~"(') an:] le.'bratory supplies. 
These were oorreoted priol' to de~arkatjC'n" 

.2. Health Rec o.rsl!l. Ma.L 1'i. kd nee;. 1;:" 
and brought uIl to date prior to d'<"::;a:rkc,t~.c)'1Q 
personnel and completed .as nocessa.;~y, 

.3q'!A.ad" .. on medi oal per sonnel 
fte'9'ised on aviation 

(a) Pel'iodio inspeetio'"S gte.co made by ship I s medical personnel. 

(b) Oockrca.ches wor'3 ~. ccnt~.l!uing problem in the mess areas. 

(u) L~21Jnt~.f.J'J.921J.:, AdeQ."c;.a·;;e supplies. Reoords were 
re~l~ivf;d a.nd chp,okcd e"ge.:i,,::~IJt. il:l~nunizat:J.on cer~jifications and brought 
l1.11 ·~o da te~ 

(d) )?hZ§.l.£..7;!. Con(i~":U: .. Q':::c! .. :L'!;!it_, Vo2.untary .physioal exeroise 
'ilaB i:!1itiateo. by t:~ie sq,U6.CrOl1 on a. Cl.ai.ly basis yielding gratifying resu1ts. 

7 
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(a) r~o :"J.&"r e::.i>JGS of venera1 disease were encountered. 

(b) Iro flaf,t'ant cases of rep~.1,"c3d Y,D were noted, 

(I)) ,All ~ersonnel that h<;:,.1 a.cC~~i:;:·3U V.D prior ';;0 emnark­
a't;j '):1:) b.<.l.r'. t,O,(W' tJ:'eated D.nd cured :prio:!:' J~~ dGr·c;.'!"katic,l1" 

(b) Proteotive devic:;;B W8J~e in good. l' ej;jair. 

initia.ted. 

(a) ~lhe Fligh':j JU:'g50.~1. TIafl a3si~:':'.e(i to trea.t the "Walking 
i>i'ounded". This allowed 1:1. s'to;cc of rl'ladinesCl to go on a.ny medical evaoua­
'~io:'l whioh necessi tated a medicpJ, dfiof;r. 

(b) One oorpsman W&.::1 :;J,8oie;1:ed to the flight deok during 
8.ll flight operations. 

Jl }iedical Eya~9]..~.:ttQ.l:J 8 0 One oorp soan was available for BAR, 
~.ssisting in sick ba.y 8,S needed. Fo:t' '\;1'.8 opElration we were in, this 
was more than adequate. Actual battle 0c-s'.lA.lties helicopter eva.cuated 
and treated oonsisted of heat ,,:;maust:i,o:r!. p!'ima.'T.'ily, with t-no bamboo 
punoture wounds and a few sprains. It ~_s GX:i?e'.~,ted tht'_t W'i'~h further 
Ol)8rations and an anticipated increase',1,11 W01'::'<: load that this system 
will be better evaluated. Medical e1}'acn[ ... ~:i .. ):-:s 'by helicopte:.: during 
the initial few hours were IMcom:pi.i£bec1 on:y 'by :l:'etu.rning off-loaded 
helioopters. Returning oe,sual ties ~ri'Veti in siok bay as e~pedi tiously 
'3.9 desired. Again.more aeon-rat,,,) 'l"/",lD:dd(;n j.s };ending more extensive 
v}?orations and the ex.pected inCrl)'3.30d, 102.<1" 

(1) Ip.;.tel1iB'.(HE~,:2Lro].llter)jlk'~1Effll.~;!l_. Counterintelligence is not 
'-i,)olicable i;o a EFvl"vI dsployecl ell SLF. Intelligence events, problems and 
:C000il!'llendaticns are as fc,llov:s'; 

l1.. DU<:'ing tb.0 £'H:r'~,od of' IDIf\;,-163's assignment to the SLF, 
:::TG.::'.drcn intellig8no'.l woJ:l(ed nJ.os"ll:y 'XHh BLT 3/7 and their sucoessor 
i'1. t~le PT,.F, lUR 2/1. 0 In Bpito of our combine resources however. we 
C)IJ'~'~R.·ted o1lch of tn.3 'jjime in an j,ntelligvnoe 7aC1l1lIl!.~ relying almost 
!'E1.tl..raljr on Taek Force 78 ADriel Photo Into:t'llretatio:rl, to provide us with 

8 ~.c;"~~"', 
-~ .-~ "- - ~--"--' ...... ",, 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

... a • 22 Oct 1965 

information o.n Ilossible areas of operation. When possible, we 
established liaison with friendly forces in or near our objeotive area. 
C·i;:!:er SQU!''l9S includod the III MAF Intsum and SPOT reports, the MARKET 
:r:n.':E Illtsum, and isoJ.ated messages from CO!cWSM.S-CV. These sources, 
7;b.ile good, often :f:'a.:D.ed to give U8 infm:'rnation pf'rtinent to our 
oIlarational araes., 

b n 11:1 1;:;.';.;: J\~:~I> the SLF reoe:).;:0.1 two w.issions, the first being 
to land BLT 3/7 at ~':;t:' '::;-}lGl'l.j the second tooegin pJ.a!L'ling for operation 
DAGGER THRUS~'o Up 01':. mE' e:r:::-ival at Q.1l:i. lIThon C~ 30 ,TUll.e, we contacted 
22nd ARVN Divl &l(',n ·Q,<,j2, Sll80ial Forces ar.d the 13i!l1.l Dinh Secto:::, Operations 
Intelligence Geni;;:r for briefings on the area., T:J8S8 f),gemdes we1'e our 
primary souroe 6 of information while 3/1 waf) !4ov:i.:::i.t3 ashox'e. Cluee ashore, 
the Battalion sont Intsums to us aboard ·t;h.e Iwo Ji!.i~<1. 

o. On ·July 6~ BLT 2/7 re15.9 v od 3/'7Q -,'70:. vlere able to provida 
the €>.rriving batta.:Uon with a bxoiefing on the Q'l:j. ~Thon area and a 1 to 
12s 500 vertioal mosaiC, acqu:~red t:hrough Tasl-: Fo!'ce 78 0 

do From 7 July to 20 luly we r,ri;oo::1 off-shore near Q,ui Nhon, 
utillzing our time to preparo fo:;:' tl~" :i>.AGG-E:'t 'l'ERUST operations. Frequent 
helicopter traffio along the coast enabler! :!IS to ID2.ko reoonnaissance 
flights over our first '~wo DAGGRR THRUST Targets without fear of oom­
promise. The oblique photographs taken ct this time by the AO attached 
to 3/7 were valuable for orientation purposes and a low level view of 
activities on the objeotive. 

a. During this period we made a staff visit to Task Force 
78 on the USS Estes in Da lq'ang Ha-rbor. Tl" 78 G<-2 provided us with 
Intelligence Estimates and el1e~y si tuat!.on OVGl'la.vs for the first two 
te3'sete: Vung Mu Peninsula and Ben Go! 3a.~r 0 (Tho thir d target was 
uncertain at this time.) Du.ring this ~rj.sj.t~ it 'beoamo apparent that 
our most valuable source of information would he the aeri'al photography 
interpretations made at TF 780 Order 0f Battle information was dated, 
coming mainly from the G01'WSMAOV OR1'Ji:Jl. 0:: B.:~TTLE dated 31 Maroh 65. 
This pUblication was, and is, gooel. £e,r cen'1ral information on VO 
organization and equi~ment, but p~ovided little information on the 
o"lrrent situation in the target A:::eas. As i~ most of the RVN, timely 
i'ltelligence would best be obtained. through rlirect liaison with 
f~~ie~.dly foroes operation in or adje.cE'nt to the objective area. However, 
';·:rc: oecurity reasons, we were u.nable 1:0 makB direct contact with suoh 
l]:·'i.ts during the early stages of pl2.l1rojng~ As it happened, we would 
1'1(> t malee the DAGIJER THRUS~~ oIlera·tio':',..- "j. ~"h 3/7 anywa;y, for the 
g.~oUl].ciing of the .FRA:t\K KIIO? on 17f1.tt",e Roof and Opera.tion "STARLITE" 
::'.;j.,!::€X' f errecl" 

fo On 12 k .... e:~U('I. ViO a..~rived 2.t S;).b:'..o Bay to finalize plans 
fo;: the fir /3'1; :ClAOOER T!-liWS'l' ·i:;a.."Cget: Vr.,riG J;m Peninsula. This planning 
we,s interrupted by a me Eloe,g,) to J;':'oc.( oCc ttl Ghu Laj. for O:pera tion' 
flSTA.-1IEL'EIl. TF 78 had. l-y ohanoe~ o".))J:i.qu'~ ilhotograpll;y' of the ooastline 
h'l 'che Vall T110'.mg aron. ~his, a.nd t.he messa.ges reoeived from III MAF 

9 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
r:. 22 Oot 1965 

'\<Jere the only informa.tion we had going into Operation "STARLITEII. When 
the bat~a.lion was C01'!11'Jitted, we had no ini;elligence sources other than 
c'5reot 11ai.80n with t;1'1::: ashore and p:Uo·t de'!lriefs.. It was difficult 
to keep the pilots inferx::ed of events i::lic1er ~:'10se circumstances. 

go In fu-:';pre UJu:Jh:i.bious operp.ti,).'1s of '!ihis 80r~G7 j.t; would 
be very hel:p:ul if Ea5:l.T';!Elnioal. InteUITIS were routed to uni ts afloat for 
information. The In Ml~F L:i;sum was holIJful in getting the overall 
pioture, but genereJ.ly arri 'i~:1 too late 7,0 llr()vlde timely intelligence. 
During StC'.:t'lite~ debricii;:'l.g or :pilo·~s wa.s fou."ld ·bo be cf little value 
in the rapidly O~13.!lg:i.ng (\i't."J.aJ<~:ton a;;~o\'.nrl Van Tu.ou:n.g. Information was 
best passed. through the M.:t' I:ia:l.80n K8t~ :[:'o:r by the time the Filet 
returned to c1_ebrief tt.o r.;itua.ti.on hact proba0.l,y c!1a!1ged. This contrasts 
with the usual c~.::-c~'.mst3.JlC6S at :!Ja ~::a.:r.g and C:1il L.il.i: where pilot 
debriefing is very 'VeJ.-':;.o.blo fo:, k"s;pj.l".gt:?a0k of develollments in the 
area OVOri,'o. long period of t~i.n0. 

h. On 1 ~91'JC;;;t:.'.)f;r. 3:;:".1.' ;>/7 wont 9.G!l()~<) at Ch'l Lil.i and the Iwo 
Jima J;lrooeeded to Okin8.vm, flm·o,:u?!::i;Jg ELT 2/':' on 7 September. At t:h1s 
point, our intelligenc.e fOl' Di1GG-R':l THRUST had not increased 
allpreoiably, t:::lOugh the photo l::1terpretern at TF ';8 h~.d begun work on 
e.urrent photogrspb.y of our ta7'g'3'~so CO!ruSj'~lC.V was u..,able to provide 
us wi th intellj.gsl1ca en any of 0'-1.1:' targe~;s. 

i q On :i_O SfJpterr:ber , '71'1') 3l'rj.voti at Qui N'.Qon, again with a double 
mission: first, to oove:r. thE: off loadir.e of the 1st Ga.'I!alry Division; 
s600nd, to make the fina.]. prepa.!'ations fer DAGG~ THRUST. This time, 
we were more fortunate in our intelligen(le reaouroes than on our previous 
'ris1t to Qui Nn0n. BLT 2/7 ha.d 'been est3.1)J_;i.i'lhed in the Qui Nhon area. for 
ove"-~ 8 weeks. Thai:? IntelJ.igono"l Soottcn hed &11. aggressi va colleotion 
effort ooncontra-be·:.'l. on t:hfl immediate area. aro'J.nd G)."J.i Nhon, and was most 
oooperative.. We fOll."ld tha.t 2/7, along wHh o-iiher friendly units in the 
Qui Nhon area had re'Jeived direction to colleot intelligenco on the 
p..rea surrounding our first -t;(?.rerJJ;~ iTU';l'3 l.r.tl. I'en:~nS"llao BLT 2/7 gave 
u.s OOB on the va local forces :i.r"~:19 area, [>. blaclc list and general 
j.~'lfo!'me.tion en the daily aativit::.fJi3 oft:'1e popnlace~ The bulk of 
th~.s information, wo u'1de: ... stoocl~ ''".1-':1..:1.'3 from ir:.terrogatioDs condu.cted on 
7C~ 'lOS and people pasaing t:b..J.~ou[;h ';110 lla.ttalicn lines on their way to 
T.1m"'J.:'01;a 

j" Vung Uu wae the NJ.J.~;- t~J:'8et on whioh we had intelligenoe 
ot.l;.(,;c tha.n the.t dO:r':i.."Tod fJ:'om aerL1.1 ~.;h:.')·togi.'apt<JT. There are two sides 
to -;;his ooins hCVJeT'Cl', .~or .:'.t C'.I1re3.rS that tho increase interest in the 
\'-u .. "lg M"J. area by fri(lD.d~T ur.tts ""ay 11a.73 oontributed to oompromise of the 

ko ,~r ound '~}13 ;nicJ.c11e 0;' S;;;::?~e:nber we reoei ved word that ARVN 
pe:l:'Bcnnel were e.ware o:f tae VUI'.g I,Iu "ta':get. At this time we sent a 
u:eSB8.gfl +'0 TE' 78 stating that we felt the target had been compromised. 
Plans oontinued s how3ver. and by 15 Septemberp we had reoeived the final 
photo reart-outs on our targets, inoluding our thj.rd, Tam Quam. These 
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w~re exoellent, exoept that photo interpretation could not reveal the 
age of the fortifications cbseved. When the BLT landed on Vung Mu on 
25 September, it was found that much of the digging whioh appeared on 
the photography had been un~sed for some time~ Also, we found that 
lloi ther aerial obse:'I{"<".t::'~n, .. .n;;r photography had revealed the numerous 
stakes which stood in l?:r..di!lg zO::.'),e Euzzar.d at the northern end of the 
peninsula. These c-aca;!lO e ..... ide!l:1; only afte::.~-!;'b.e pilote were right on top 
of them. Judging f'r.'oI?l tllc;j.r appearanoe, the s~.;akes had been in the 
zone for some time, and nou.ld be seen ouly J.3.te in the day when they 
cast a shadow from the set.ting sun. 

1. Vung Mu yielded little in the way 0::- contraband, information 
or prisoners, but gave 10.8 an op'portu.nit~" to test our squadron intelligenoe 
prooeduras. Again, when pilots had information of immediate value, 
they passed it direotly to t~le battalion. We also had pilots jot 
obselrvations on their knce pads whj.ch were picked up when they returned 
to the ship to refuel wi thout shu'ttill.g do",m, Thi s system, while 
simple, gave us a method of gathering information should the aotion 
beoome so oonfusing and oommunications so clogged tl<at the pilot might 
have difficulty passing sightings over the Air Liaison Net.. The primary 
v8~ue of pilot de~iefing was collection of intelligence for the Intsums, 
passed to TF 78 a~ 6 hour intervals. 

m. On 27 September, we began OU1" next Target.:, Ben Goi Bay. 
We knew next to nothing about this ob jeoti Y8 as the photography showed 
little aotivity in the area. For this reason Foroe Reconnaissance Teams 
were inserted by rub~er boat on the night of 27 September. They were 
pulled out by helico~t31' on 28 September. The most noteworthy fact about 
thi s operation. f:com a..'1 aviation viewpoj,nt~ was that nobody realized 
tho density of ';;he vegetation and the ruggeclness of the terrain on 
1:0]17 LON Islanc:o 8Y~:>'l. tl'C1.1t;h W0 had made thorou£n :reconnaissanoe of the 
plaoe. The .egf'~[l:tion was decepti"Ve 1 for :t t was not high enough to 
f0~m ~ canopy and appe~red from the air to be ~imilar to that found 
on tho hills of Sou'l;hern Oalifornia. 

n. On 1 Ootober we landod '~h6 :2l'd:ta-L:ton at Tam Qurull, oertain 
that it was VC tEJrrito!'y, but almost comrl.d;e:i..y ignorant of the ourrent 
oneru;v situation. We were aware thai; a. la't'ge br::ttle had taken place 
eb()u'~ 10 miles south of the object:ive area, ne8~ .BONG SON. However, we 

·werG una.ble to get detailed infor!iH":i;ion e>.bcl1::.t thc battle and could only 
flpeCllIa:ce en. the s"vrongth and di:i'ol'Jtion of movement of the VC forces 
j.r.,':oJ.'7dr!" Againr 'Y,U' primary SO'lll'oe of int,(,lligenoe was aerial photo­
t:;r'8.pl1;:r illterpre1;rd;j.oll whioh showo<,t "!ery extenfJive preparation of the 
G::·OTi .. '1.d in the ob,1()(~tive area. (This information p!'oved out when the 
tat-~al~.O:'1 lal::.d.ec!.) c (Taek Fol"cO 7G di.d an HLZ r.rtudy for us from their 
vortiGI'l.l lJhot;oE;~ whioh ],}!'c'irid.ed deta.iled inforI:l!).i;ion on zoneS in the 
ob.joot17e area .• ) Also~"/'is had thorough obligue photo coverage taken 
by ex~ensive :rlOl fo;.~wa-:,d firing rlli18. This oblique coverage was 
'1:'alllable for 1,e1'1'8.:1.n analysis cmc: si3Z,ection of HeLi.copter Landing Zones. 
We used the SB.xr.e pilot r e:;;>ortir.g system as before. Pilots reported 
extensive d1ggj.::l6 ill that area as woll as pocko'!;s of enemy aoiiivity. 
The value of direct ~adio contact with the Battalion was demonstrated 
dur:i.ng the withdrawal phase, when pilots reported enemy build up in 
the Western portion of the area. 
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o. In summary, direct personal liaison is the best souroe 
of intelligenoe for s~uadrons operating with the SLF. Since communioa­
tions with units ashore is limited, the Squadron Intelligence Officer 
must taka every opportQ~ity to visit his counterparts ashore, establish 
good liai son and make squadro::1/ SLF intell:i.::ronce needs known. 

o. S-3 

(I) M~ ).f)I!~1-t:ion!to~ . A..:ohronology 0:' Lir Operations and Speollal 
Operations are listed in ];Jaragraph (3) above Emd (;Ilolof.!ure (2) through 
(5). During these operations the squadron D.p'pl:i.ed doctrine a:.1.d teclmique 
as provided by FMFM 3-3 and NATOl'S. The se o.oct:cines were found. ',:0 be 
sound throughout all operations. Howevern shillS 0peratj,on for extended 
periods cannot fail to provide new experiences ar:.d lOS:7iOli.Z 13a't'ned. 
Those considered significant are as follows: 

a. ~rews Erie%J.U&. B~iefing 60 minutes before launch llroved 
adequate. This provided 35 minut9s for the actuD~ In:-lef with pilots 
cC'.lled away 25 minut es pr leI' to launch time& W!le!l squadron lifts or 
G~'ik0S were soheduled, detailed briefs were held for pilots and crew 
ohiefs.the night before. It was found th~~ pP-Z'sonnel from ships' 
pri-fly and Helo Direotion Center (TACRON) should attend these briefs 
to reoeiv~ a comprehensive briefing on ooncept of operation. 

be L~~. A call away time of 25 minutes for pilots prior 
to launoh preved adequare. Four (4) plane divisions could be handled 
more expediously than three (3) plane divisions for both launoh and 
reoovery. The first division could be expeoted to be airborne in 
18 minutes with successive divisions airborne every five (5) minutes. 
These figures, applioable to Iwo Jima c1aso oarriers, are based on 
landing spots 1 through 4 being used to launch airoraft, with aircraft 
fed into these spots from the pack with engines running. 

c. Troop .. Loading. The squadron los·t three (3) airoraft 
at sea during the SLF deployment. These aircraft sank in suoh an 
expeditious'manner as to preolude the orew from abandoning ~he airoraft 
before the cockpit and cabin were under water. There were no pSgeengers 
in,olved in either of the 3 aocidents. However, these aocidents point 
out the neeci for constant emphasis being pla.ced on proper indoctrination 
anil. nO;:ltin~.ous training of personnel for helicollte:-.:- embarkation and 
~ergenoy deba't'kation. Troop vests where donned at embarkation stations 
oJ::pedi tes actual :i.n planning and :provides C't.n OPllor tu.ni ty for proper 
inspeotion of the 111di vidual prior to 9::lt't'y of aircraft. 

do Fuol J"Jo'3..ds e .A. 900 lb. fuel load was determined to be 
2.;n cIJtinrJ.m load-'f-;;-~h-ilJboard SLF operations. Thi s load permits: 
f:i,rn:~r aluple fud :for all but lor..g-range administrative flights; 
second, the lifting of a mini~um of 7 aombat loaded troops (l~75 lbs.); 
thj.rd~ it nrov:l.ded 20 millute fuel reserve for del~s encountered during 
large' t!'oo~ lifts while proving adequate for staggered refueling during 
this type of lift; and last, requires a minimum of fuel load ohanges 
for varied oommitments. 
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e. Refueli1!B.. Combat operations aboard an Iwo Jima olass 
carrier dictates that hot (engine & rotor turning) refueling be 
aocomplished. Time del~e encountered by 8hutt~g a1roraft down would 
seriously impa.ir early build up of foroes ashore. This prooedure was 
utiliz_sd and proved effeotive with no inoidents of fire oocurring. It 
is noted, ho'Vev8:1:'. that +.roops oannot be loaded during refueling due 
to position of c2..b~n dool', 'I'J18 Goer must be closed. to permit fuel oape 
removal. The 1'e:no';,:·l aftni s d0cr for o:tJG:::,atj-or.s aboard the SLF would 
further imllrove tlH rerll1):t/t-,~:);J:9 0Illoark '~'.~.:t:':l al'o1. ... nd time. 

f. .-4;t:t.:Qr s .. Ct! l)m:':::\l::!:o~!,g,~,g,. It waG B0aer ally noted tha J:; oondi­
tions aboard shij? c.iff8T.' sO:c:6' .... hat f~oo tho se over land. The aircraft 
oould be expected to pull 5:~;:t + CT •• 1" manifold pressure instead of 
56.5" as advertised e-.'; 2800 TIPI,f. Vii!lile 2700 RPM Sea Level NATOPS Charts 
proved aoourate we were oonsiderable surprised at one point. During the 
l?rattas Reef salvage 0llr,l'a t;io!l wi'th '!ina HOGE Chalr'ts adverti sing a 1800 
lb. payload under exis'liing olin:w:te oonditions, 1250 Ibs. proved to be 
the maximum that oould be sa.feJ.;y- lifted. A good deal of ohart researoh 
fa.iled to reveal a satisfaotory explanation for this phenomenon. However, 
probable cause was a com~inatic~ of ambient air temperature at deok level, 
(readings by meteorology wer's take;.'! on 0-4 level); erratio winds with 
shill at anchor; and ma.x pcwGr of 53" + or - 1". This situation 
diotated a rule of thumb th~t proved applioable for the duration of 
the tour. "If the airc~aft would not hover with 50"/2800 RPM a portion 
of tho load was removed until it would." 

g • ..§tandby.. The ships operation dootrine called for 4 
oonditions of standby: Condition I requested airoraft to be airborne 
in 2 minutes; Condition II, 5 minutes; Condition III, 15 minutes; 
and condition IV, 30 mh11ltes o The squa.dron maintained 4 aircraft and 
orews on Oondition rv a~ all times while embarked, going to other 
conditions as operations dictated. 

h. Co~~fl ~oD·~S~andb~. The Squadron assigned a minimum 
of (2) aircraft and ~~ewg ashore with the BLT Command Post (OP) during 
e~l operations ashore. The p'lll"pose was twofold: first, it created 
a g,utcl: re-aotton faros; and seciond: the crews could act as liaison 
and planne:- 8 to ass! st the BLT Oor.:mande:r in planning helicopter 
suppor·~ed missions for the following cl~T. It was ourl'praotioe to 
retu~n these aircraft to the ship overnight§ or in the event of enemy 
action in the Cl' aroa. The lator cl.eoi slai' was diFlcretionary with the 
flj.e:ht leader and dic.·~G.t.oj by tho flj,·j~1:8.tion. 

i •. ,!,.ac~"~ll_l ...... A;' ... -::~!)._~ ObfE..:"_E}R.o Dt1.ring Dagger Thrust operations 
the squadron assi.gned airc:('aft and orews to aot as Tactioal Airborne 
CbeerverCl. Tha mif-s1,op.s aoco::npliehed by these a.ircra.ft were many. The 
aircraft was used to g".1j.rle tn.e strike f11ghte:: into LZ.,marking these LZ's 
wi.th smoke" The~' con'f;;~\)lli)d ol1.-call '~:r'oop lifts and retrogrades, air 
strikes whon app1'oJ)I'ia,+':):l a.lld_ genere.lly kept track of everything going 
on in tho cOjeot;:\.v3 arti£!.. It e.lso acted as a free airoraft for the 
Unit Commande:r dv.ring asaa.ul t landings. While these airoraft performed 
an importan~ and neoessary.mission it is folt that the UH-34D is not 
satisfactory for this mission; also see enolosure (s). 
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J., Fljl.r~.l:g."p'§;~ Night !:lare (l!'ope were oonducted at Q.ui 
Nhon in order to aoquire a:l acl:U tional lZlO"'JJ.3 of providing support to 
the ELT. The aircraft operated. in s6ct~.ons, were loaded with 4 to 
6 lfK~~ M.q.D~U~. flares, eao:'1 produced a 4r230r:OOO candle power. The 
drops were oontrolled by both '~,he flight J_eadfl-:;" and by units on the 
ground. Timed drolls could be made aJ.-b.'l:cn.ato!.Y between aircraft by 
6i ther pilot calling the drop. Th5.:': -beohniclue j!3 preferred over having 
eaoh airoraft d:::'op all his flar(?s bcfol'0 "the secend airoraft starts, for 
in the latter case all flare la:r:y<u'ds: ~"..',::r~ be tied to the airoraft at 

onoe. For safety reasons i~di,,"ic1.u8~1 le..llYP.!'Cl.s w.i':'h six foot extensions 
should be attached to tie-.(lo-.?n r:ingoo '!'hr, flat'e should be set to 
ignite at 300 ft. below tho a.i:r:cl'C'.ft dr:J'9 alU-c"J.dfJ. The recommended 
drop altitude is 2000 to 3000 fto. The d:t'ops are 'chen made on order 
of the pilot by the crew ohl.ei' who s:'mllly tl1::."oWS i i; overboard.. It 1s 
oonsidered that developmeno~ of tac.-!;ios to hl~l.ude helicopter assault 
landings using these teohniques a~e possible. 

(2) Air DehrillQ.. Not applioable. 

(3) Ground Defenl?& .. Not app1ioa.'hle due to deployment aboard ship. 

(4) Speoial 0llerat~~.QP.2'l.. Sse enolosure (2) through (5). 

(5) lQ¥-. Not a~plicable. 

(6) R!;toto. Aerial photographs WDl'C used as a souroe of intelligenoe. 
See para.graph 3. d above. Addi tion.al c'hlique shots supplementing the 
verticaJ. were taken fer the three Dagg.J).' Thr'J.st operations by squadron 
aircra1't utilizing shj,ps photographer and equipment. These photos were 
taken during flights requiring a rou:l;:i.n'.~ fly by of deSignated targej;s 
ellI'Oute to either Da Nang 07.' Nha Tr2,nc:~ These prooedures were used 
to preclude oompromi£ling targets by Y:i.cd; G:.Jn03 observation of suspicious 
air activity in target area." 

un Command and Cont:::'ol. Bt'!'ing the SLF HMM-163 was embarked aboard 
a single sh:(p. Although detachments woro oontemplated in oonneotion 
wi th the Indonesian a.ffalr, the se Ile ..... ('r o(')c1l.!'red, and oommand and 

oontrol for this reanon wao r01..1.tir:.G e 

(8) Trainin&. Operations in +'he Republio of Viet Nam immediately 
preoeeding forma"l:;ion of the SLF ]?reoluded sIle clfio pr e-deployment 
training by !!MM-163o Tre,ining acoomplished during Stateside, and Okina\/a. 
oycle and the operational experienoe provided by the tour in Viet Nam 
ar.eated a 8~uadxon easily adapted to SLF operations. Signifioant 
event s dur ing the tour are li sted billow: 
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a. The squadron arrived at Okinawa on 21 June. It was 
immediately oommitted to support embarkation of the SLF aboard the USS 
Iwo .T1ma.. It aocompliE1ned this task and 8.dcl:!.tionally disembarked DLT 
'3/7 a.t C~ui Nhen on 1 al'ld 2 JulYq Ca.rriEl~ g:u.a.lifications both night and 
da;v were accomplisheCl. BTJ.b sequent to theso operations at Qui ~Jhon on 
4 and 5 July while Sil.:lUltaneously supporting 3/7 ashore. 

b. Inctrument flights were (Johe(llled during the SLF deployment 
when ships operation and COID1llj '~;nentR llermi tt.ec. o GCAs and instrument 
approaohes were ma.de betwoen 7 and. 20 Jul~yo Whj.le a limi'l;ed number of 
these approaches were made, generally I":h:l.:98 equipment and pereo!lnel 
limi tations pI' eolude dSllGndanes on :!:.I'lJ t,ype car.d.er as ,a means of 
obtaining neoessary instrument 2,PI'::"o",cl.L'O,s for annual pilot qualification. 
Addi tional training waS accoID~p:l.:i. Ehad llsJ.:lg C~u:i. lilion faoili ti es d-uring 
operations in that area. 

c. On 20 September tt..e cc;:.uad~o:'l conduoted a :pre-dawn launoh 
rehearsal at Qui NhonD The purpORo of thi3 rehearsal was twofold; 
first, to launch the number of u:troraft tha.t were scheduled to be utilized 
in the aotual problem and to familia.:-i:>;e '~he squadron pilots and the shipe 
air department in the proble~e encountered in a pre-dawn launch under 
semi-blackout combat cond~.tior:f.l" Sflnond, the squadron desired to 
rehearse the Helioopter ~plo~ont rulQ Assault Landing Table (HEALT) for 

the proposed lancing rohsR.r's?J. a;,; Gnu La.1o The idea in mind in the 
timing for the launch W~.iJ to haiTo -tho first aircraft touoh down in the 
landing zone at L-Hour, which was s0hed~ed to be the Deginning of 
Morning Nautioal Twilight. (BMIiT) n The relloar sal was considered to be 
a suocess in that all aircraft were la'1IIOhed wi thin a 15 minute time 
.~iod and enough"timG to rendoz'To'.1.s. depa-r'c the ship to the initial 
point and land in tho landing zone right at BM.l);T, 0615 H. 

d. Dasio trg,inj.ng an1 :9ilot iy-::'our,:i ·t:.~aining was conducted 
throughout the 5L], toc:.r. The r(:)ad.y ~ooJH~ a2si.g~.ed to the squadron were 

a.dequate to handlo (1) duty seot:"'1il or 2".J.J. ofn.()ers at any one leoture. 
The squadron exchanged instructo::'3 .'1:\ +.h :r;L~ 3/'( on several occasions 
a..l'ld found this ta be a very sat5. a:~J.;:·~(;~Y Ll(l~;hot1 of obtaining leotures 
on infantry units and tactios. 

(9) 1W.('~. not a:;?plicable dill.'ills depJ.oyrnent; however,. recent 
In·telligenoe i.:mlioat98 possible !:It'll'6 u.tJe ai' ohemical agents by 
Vl (r~ COD-g, 

(J) I:nb.S':l?Jc~!..!.2.J1.. The squadron sent an advanoe party ta Okinawa 
.)~o Clonduoii I!l£w,;ling far t;lLbarka'~ian on 10 June" This lead time (10 Days) 
is oonsidered neo?ssa.'Yi pack np information and previous pre-planning 
il1fo~:nat1on '!{f!S somewhat hard to come by. Information and events 
ooncerning P.ct.ual embarkation are as follows: 
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a. On 26 June the squadron embarked aboard the USS Iwo Jima 
for SLF deployment. At thi s time the material scotion was up to T. O. 
strength with the exception of one (1) 3516 motor transport mechanio 
who was undergoing s1U'ge~y at Camp Kue Hos:r?i·~8.1. Okinawa. Al.l Navy 
property items as desig~ated were embarked with the exception of 
defioienoies to llrr.Wops Allowa.l'lCa List :!,ta:no inClUded as oncl08u.:'e (6) 
to this repor·~. Sald defioienoie s ware considered the result of 
nUIilerous squadron rotations with the Gnsueing fl'equent exchax.ge of 
material. The Marine Corlls Property Sectlon came aboard with all itema 
as speoified in the M. C. Table of Allowanoe with the nc.tioe..1Ue exoeption 
of aome tentage and field range removed from the squadron Pc.ok-"O.p by 
M.A.G-l6 for use in the Republio of Vi et Ne.ma The Motor T:ran<lpo!'.'i Seotion 
embarked with those helioopter transportabl.e :ltet!ls, designated for use 
in the SLE: namely, five 1.r-422 Hmighty mites" o.nd two M~lOO "mighty 
mite trailers". While 15 d8\Vs ammunition sUPDly was (}onsidered adequate 
this squadron embarked with some 10 days supply and later found it 
neoessary to requisition a like amo"V4J.t. All preceeding material was 
aotually embarked by means of helo lift and required 127 external 
and 7 internally loaded sorties. Lifting the personnel required some 
30 sortiea. This squadron oame aboard with and turned over to HMM-261: 

~ Class I 15 d8\Vso 
l Glass I I J3asi (I Allowano '3 

.1 Class IIA 13asic Allowa..."'lce plus 30 day Section 13 • 

.! Class V 15 d8\Vs - 43,000 :'ounds of bandolier 7.62, 
20.000 rounds linked 7.62. 

2 Used 20,000 round of 7 0 62 during embarked operation. 

(2) Logistlos. J311letting personnel al'oa.rd the LPH-2 was handled 
expeditiously by instituting a mecsing and billetting officer who reoeived 
blook spaces from the ships Combat C~go Officer, and assigned rooms to 
individual officers and specific comp&'tments to enlisted. aooording 
to their rank and/or duty seotion. lio!3sing faoili tea were good and 
when, due to operational neosssi t:y ~ uml.sual eating hour a were required, 
servioo was always a"'!ailable. Offic'),') and shop apaces were adequate 
and centeral1y 10co,i-;eo.. Some degr80 uf Inge:nu:' ?Jl ",vas required to 
solve the problem of 8.dequate spaco and security for the squadron 
armory, however, a. small Sta.ff NCO li..,ing area. next to the raady- room 
was requi si tioned and after the installation of a. steel soreen over the 
hatoh by ships met.al shop: was entirely sa.tisfactory. Considering 
the number of embarked p9r!i'.~nnGl, tho ships la.undry funotioned a.dequate­
ly, however, pa.~tioularly judicious uae is required should olean bad 
linen for that.roops be required weekly. Traditionally the SLF 
squadron on aboard the LFH-2 furnishes one or two of its own people 
for use as the a~uadron barber and as there is no prOVisions made for 
this billet in a squadron's ~.O. L good deal of charity is required 
of the a~uadron personnel while the appointed oompletes his apprentioeship.·· 
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After observing operations on the flight deok the squadron ground 
safety officer deemed it necessary for all personnel working on the 
flight dock with any consistency during fli&~t operations to wear 
flight deck shoos. Said directions placedoomewhat of a strain 
upon tho ships stores of flight deck shoes in the average size range. 
While embarked personnel of the material section were required to fill 
various details such '3.S messmen, laundry and flight deck orew. The 
motor transport section had an average of 85% of its personnel on the 
flight deck crew for a period of over ninety days withou.t adverse 
effeots on vehicular readiness. 

(3) Navy Supply. Material support of Navy furnislled j."~ems for the 
squadron afloat is the responsib~.!ity of the host LPE~ Generally higher 
usage than Dreviously reoorded by any supply s01).rce~ thsrGfcre p not antJ:­
oipated, was prevelent in seleoted parts such as engine s, taU. 2..'::d main 
rotor blades. Due to operational neoessity the ship was unable to resupply 
periodioally, resulting in occasional shortages in aviation stores. The 
reoent move of the UH-34D facility from Yokosuka to SUbio Bay is expeoted 
to oleviate this situation. As there is no central supply point in the 
Far East for all flight equipment for the ships seotion "H" stores, 
there were frequent depletions by previous SLF squadron which oould 
not be replaced resulting 1n very short supplies of selected items, such 
as flight suits, gloves and boots. The remote location of the 
squadron necessitated only message traffio. Occasionally supply 
directives were no~ received and liaison was d1fficult in problem 
areas conoorning new developments or revised prooedures. 

(4) Marine Corp s S,\,.Il1Jl,Y.. Material support of Marine Corps fur­
nished property was handled in a most unusual manner. The squadron 
went directly to FSR a:t Okinawa for suppcrt. However, the squadron 
has no projeot 11 funas to finanoe this, neoessitating the use of the 
]LT's JON and a squadron stub number. A clear out Marine Corps 
(inoluding section ":hIli) allowance resupply system was not present. 
Perhaps a solution would be to have the :MAG assign a block of stubs 
to the SLF squadron. l?erhaps also wor'~b;v of note is the neoessity 
for having MAG-16 pre-llosition any a.mmun.i·~ion the squa.dron may need 
either as a resuPl'ly of basic stocks or for training purl'oses while at 
Subia Bay. This squadron's Dagger T1ITust rehearsal plans required us to 
atteml't to draw alllll,lUni tion from the r~ayy magazine at Subia Bay. We 
learned that, while provisions exe made to resupply the TILT here, there 
are no provisions made for squadron use and any issue to the squadron 
would neoessitate using "s!;orm ll ammo supplies whioh required FMFPao 
release. 

(5) !i so 8:1.. Due to operational oommi tments no .de!'ini te flying 
program could be established. The 900 hour Bravo funds per month 
programmed for, was considered adequate. While sporadic flying made 
expenditures varied, the squadron's operating oosts remained much the 
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same as programmed for by the W:i.ng. Th3 ;!.nternal status report (01) 

shows gasoline usage 'if'..rying from 1,6J.5 Ga.ls o to 56,849 gals. a 
reporting period, w~. th resulting cost :96:' :acu:t- flg1ll'es ranging from 
$1l.19 to tJ.6.40 0 The average cost pe!' h0m: du::-ing the over all SLF 
tour a.rrtmo'Untecl to !':$J.3., 50. 

(5) !1.9to!' Tra.ns1)o!"1!~ 1trotor t~o.!1s:pcrJu f·,}.r.:.Ij·~io~.s a,boa,,:"c' -tIle SLF 
were of 2. 're~y lic.ited nature duf'; tG the small llU:':;CO:'" of v'ehr.r1J.es aboard 
and limi tEl1 usage opportunitrq 811;;.::;;3 )~"gu.le.t1ons limi ted tl~e sco::;;e of 
vehicular maintenanoe 'Pl)osiblei tor ex:a.tlJ}J.e~ complot') 9..ua't'tGz'ly inspec­
tions oould not be Imlled;- r BSU!. tl.ng tn 1;11a aoco;J'.pl.i sh1:'le!lt of minor 
preventati ve ma.intenance onlYe Y8):j'l,C:;.~S and grOlmcl BUllPO!'t 9(:':;:;.:tpment 
suffered from laok of use while abo8.:'d ar.o. nOC(H:s::, tated freq1.'.e:ri; 
"run-ups,t to maintain availabili ty. I';; was f0111~.d 1;!1at two persons 
were oapable of handling all motel' t:>:'a:t:'.I;l'portation requirements, and 
the remaining personnel of the c0ctiJn TIe~e employed as part of the 
flight deck orew. 

(~) .QS'_!]'.£.r.S!.;l. llMJII-163 h.:1.d. 0;?0rated in Viet Nam for four and one 
half months ·jr:.s·c prio:;:' to thE) SLF assignment" The experienoe gained 
during this :period about th'3 expected operating area and concH tions 
proved to be a valuable asset.. Experiences gained during the deployment 
are 1i sted below! 

a. On embarkation the squadron had 24 aircraft assigned and 
aside from shortages of personnel (See paragraph 4.11..1) had all 
eqUipment necessary to support extended operation aboard ship. 

bl> Working spaces aboard [',,]1 LFH of the Iwo Jima class oan 
~resent ~roblemp~ Duxing our etay aboard, a maximtun of five (5) 
aircratt could be relJalred on the bl'.nger deck at any one time. This 
was partially due to ViJe of one encl. of the deck for crews movies and 
as a storage a.1'ea for BLT ready aIrJT.1.1..uj.-i;ion. Thi s arrangement also 
precluded use of cne of 'the t;ow chein doad falls Ij.mi·~.-:':'.lg engine 
ohanges to o;:).e at e. t,j.me. Most minor repair was ac.complished on the 
flight deok. 

c. Engine failure problems, while not peoultar to ships 
operations ~o;:).e. but rather to the whole of operations in Viet Nam, 
were ey.cessiv() .. During th:ls period oonsta:'lt j'!'lf'peo·,tion and r"e.llow 
sheet write u~s re8ulted in 13 engine changes due to the following 
failures: three (3) engines, under powered; three (3) engines, high 
oil oonsumption; two (2) engines, metal contamination; two (2) engines, 
Fer; one (1) engine, broken oil ring; and one (1) engine, small arms hit. 
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An additional three (3) engines failed in flight and the airoraft were 
lost at sea. While pilot indootrination, inspeotion and olose watch 
on performanoe is oonsidered important it docs not appear to be the 
oomplete answer. Considerable effort oould establish no trend and low 
or high time e:!'lgine s were equally susoepta~le to failure. 

(2) R!!111c:'.'.:;ernen+J'~tEL€!n~~J~~e2.. Airoratt parts proo\U'ement 
was the large ste1:l".gle i'M'lior j.n reducing availabil:!,ty during deployment. 
Tho avionios shop OCQld not get CW-lOC3 1 s or rarte to repair those they 
had. It was diff1ouJ.t to get inverters, tack generators, se:r't"O motors 
and parts for the ARC·.52, ARC-55, and ASE, The metal shop oould not 
llroo'.U'e sheet metal, rivets, paint and thinn81". Plight equipme!lt oould 
not get ear phonE'S and lip tun'es.. The f.ollowing were oOlJ.sidel'ed to be 
high usage items: lead assemb~'p d~T.pers, tail rotor bladen, oarburetars, 
inverters and tail ro7.o::,- blados. liTota: Use of. hGM'Y ordll.anoe tape on 
leading edges of tail rotor blades meaS1ll'eJy inoreased 'l.1sef'ul li:fJt. 

(3) lerson~l. Operations from an LPH require a great deal in 
the way of man power. The :"?E.,·2 required that 50 men from the squadron 
serve on deta:lls. Thirty-fiv() of these men on flight deok orews 
(blade folders, and plano pushers), and fifteen men tor suoh details 
as wardroom, mess, laund't'y and barber. In a.ddition to these details 
we supply men for oompa.rtment cleaners ee.oh mornhtg." ang. men for the 
integrity watoh at night. Consequently, all shops are below their 
manning level whioh slows maintenanoe during large operations, and 
neoessitates extra hours. We feel that a larger ships T.O. for flight 
deok handlers or additional men assigned to the squadron for this 
purpose would greatly ease oarrier oporations. 

i. Aviation Saf~~. 

. (1) Gen~_~. The pilots and men of HMM-l63 embarked aboard the 
USS Iwo Jima fi va da,ys after deI't".l'ting Da Nang, Republ:l.o of Viet Nam. 
Behind them werE'loppressi va d~s of flYing and sweltering nights of 
disoomfort~ But taken away were valuable combat experienoe and a 
oortainity that thE) squadron's readiness posture was at its apex. 
Eaoh pilot at one tim~ or anoth~r had been faoed with oalo~ated 
ri~ ve~see striot &dh~renoe to a.1roraft safety in a oombat e~viron­
mant.. Eaeh Wae tlissiou orit>.nted; and retained a high regard for, ~rew 
and pa.ssenger aQfQty. ~s a. result, the taska assigned were aocomp1,,1shed 
suooessfully aftA~t~ought. pre~aration,and professional exeo~tion. 
ID!M-163 was qualified to aSsltme any mission aSSigned, andw~th1n their 
oapabilities: to aSS'U.~6 l:ia.xil'llA.11l effeotiveness. .;~-

'(2) .~ . .n!>..M.!.d Onera.ti ol1~. 

a~ It d14 not ~ake lon6 to realizo that shipboard flight 
operations ware ~u~te different from those on land. Deei~es the 
obVious PB1cholOGfcal d1aoomtort afforded by an unsupport1ng sea.:· 
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beneath ones he~ioop'!;e!', other f'~ight aspects whioh oontribute to air-
craft oapabiliti"s were aJSsllt c HeaVy ir/G6rm,J. a.nd extern8.l. weight 
operations at maxim'.lIll llQwor lind. ta/c;Ln:.s 7'e:r-e .rou:tiTIe over l~illJ.. Beoause 
wind was almost always preee~.t in suff:!."ie!l·b stroll.gth, and. becau.se pilots 
oould maneuver wi thin grOU1'lri effect, the rus:A:imU1!l allowable p~rload waR 
restricting enly wj.th exaess fuel a.nd ec"!:re.me tempera.ture oO!ldi'tionc. 
However, shipboard operat1one requ:trsd a :r:'Gview b~' all pilots in the 9:!:!eote 
of adverse wind conditio:l1a, high te::nDar~.t~~:~'8 and hTI1lli.di.ty~ and a re­
awakening to hever out of tr.:'01ll'l.rl 5:ffeo'b J.i;J~jta.t:i.ons alld I1ft:in.g 
oapab1lit1e.s. More th!LYJ. suffioient practj.{lc fo.!' future combat opo!'ations 
was afforded the squadron during '~ha ?rat-GaB Reef saJ.:Q"age operation. 
Eaoh pilot gained valuabl.e lawY.r:l.edg~ '-'-"ld. finosse through exJ;;~msive hoist 
and external weight O];)er8.tionf.l ill ad:verse e.1;t1oHJ,.)heric oonditio;.:l.s. 

0" During the th1:'0(-) J.ILI):uth period s];.en"!: at seap three aircraft 
were lost after engine failuro o .:1.11 the (\X'ows involved. oomplied with 
establisheo. emerGenoy prooedU.!'RD for d1 tc.~ine the heliooptel'~ and all 
three orews wero resoued 1Titho'~1; l5eric-J.B injury. Periodio pilot and 
orew training was conducted in ditohing procedures, ruld correot em­
barkation drills relative to oomoat equi~ped pa6sengers was stressed. 

c. The squa1ron!s flig~t die~iplina and professional attitude 
toward shipboard operations oontributed to the suocess of each amphibious 
operation. 

Oopy to: 
CG J!'MAW (6) 
CO MAG-16 (2) 
CTG 78.5 (2) 
CTF 78 (2) 
CTF 713 (2) 
OTG 79.3 (2) 
FUE (4) 
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Qtlera.tion "STARLIT!- Van Tuong, Republio .t Viet lfam.(Xs;p: 8bies"Gm 
sheet I, II and III). 

(I) RMM-16?jI B effort in «peration "STARLITE" was aooomplished without 
a. rehearsal anti with lit'ble pre~1a.nning. The u,se of eXisting la.nding 
plans prepared in advance for oontin.genoles ~aoili tated the exeoution 
of this O1'eration. Intelligence was provided n.y CT:!" 78 and proved to 
be very a.ocu:!'ate. 

(2) Flight opera,t~one, :[,,1' Orera.ttcn "STARLITE:' oom:nenoed at l4SSH, 
18 August 1965. {Prior to this da+,e the Eque1ron was emba,~~j aboard 
the LPH-2 in S~l.blo Bay, PeI .. end deDP~'t'tl3d on 15A'\:g6~ tl) steam with 
the Task Group i'r)r Orn.', Lal. Rp,publio of V:i,et i'iem. The Task Group had 
been in S".lbio ]e.y, F. I. , for u:;;;ksop anJ. '~raini~'lg since 12Aug65). On 
D-Day, 18August 1965, flight operation began with the launching of two 
TAO airoraf·t for a pr'e-L Hour reco!Ula.issI'J.nce of proposed helioopter 
landing zone s. See Tf..JL "A!l., .. , ,_ " .\t 1312R d,sh'teen troop airoraft 
oommenoed lifting elemente of BI,T '3/7 in:to lal'ld.iu5 zono Green in s'\.'lpport 
of units ef the III MAli' engagoad :l.n heavy fighting against the First 
Viet Cong Regiment. The t~oop li:t was oompleted at 1652H. Reoonnaissanoe 
resupply, liai son and medloE'.l evaouation oissions were flown until 2242H. 
One airoraft sustained a small B;::oms hit j,n oue rotor blade while on 
a. reoonnaissanoe mission, with the airoraft returni.ng to,the USS Iwo 
Jima after oompleting the mission. A total of 77.1 hr.s.,436 paz., 
24,500 1bs. cargo in 232 BortieB.wer~"lioe;g~<l. '_ '. 

(3) Operations 19 Aug65 oommenoed at 0500H with troop emplaoemen~, 
reSUPPlY, reoonnaissanoe, liaison and ~edical evaouation flights, 
continuing until 2105H. ID!M-163 flew 1060 6 brs., oarrying 448 pax., 
79.600# oargo in 463 sorties. A total of 95 medioal evaouees were 
taken from the operation area. 

(4) Troop emplacement, resupply, reoonnaissanoe, lia.ison,and 
medioal evaouation missions were flown on 20 Aug65, oommencing at 
0122H. A total of 156.6 brs •• 1226 pax., 14 medical evacuees, 96,750# 

j'o¥,'gO"and 687 sorties was logged. 
~:,;';' , . 
'. :""':',,,,:,,,,-'.,,, ' 

(5)A pr·t):':i>l'a"n~d,:'e1i~~ke. mission was unde:l!"taken on 21 August. A oompany 
from BLT3l1waiJ )if'~~~,Orted ,from LZ Green to coordinates BS 685918. 
The flight utUized'fl':K~d~l1:i:g,\~scort and pathfinder helicopters and 
went into the zone wi,thpermhslo~:~,9 :\ihe helicopter gunners to fire 
if any suspeoted, enemy troops 'Wer:e'l!'·thf:!"a.'rea. Considerable enemy 

,had be~n repor~terJ.,in the area. Gui1;"fire: *~~,'>ario?/~tered in the zone, 
but noa.1rcraft were hi til ~he strike foroe and'BL~, '-,/7 were supported 
·throughout the day. ~he ,'squadron logged 130.4 fligh"i hbU1"EI; sse pax •• 
2 mad '~'Vaca'~ 11.2.7'9# 'Oal-goand591 sorties,a,,', 

,,!,~ .' • ~. :," f'-,.... " 

(6~ On 22 AUgU.st flight op'erattonebegan e:1> 0905H and en'd~'d.: ~~'1,?22iH. 
Troop emplaoement, resupply, rooonnais~ano~, liaison and medioaI, ______ _ 

(1) ENOLO~$~~'i~ !M~~r,~:' iii! 
_"\,,,,j,,':"_-"c.:; 
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flown. A total of 52.6 hours; '38 pax., 19 
and 296 sor~ieB were logged. 

(7) 23 August flight op€rations inolud&d a strike mission. A re-inforced 
oompany of BLT 3/7 was helolifted to BS 740870 at 0730H. Continued 
support was given throU~h0ut the d~ ooncluding at 2246H. The squadron 
flew 48.2 hOUl'S, 270 paz., 12 med evacs, 23,675 # oargo and 253 sorties. 

(8) Flight operations em 24 J>ugust included troop plaoement. resupply, 
reoonnaissance, liaison and medical evacuation sorties. Continued 
support was given throug!:.Qut the day. During a sweep at the friendly 
strike foroes a Viet· Ccr,g suspect wa.s observed by a reoonnaissanoe 
helioopter trying to e~cape unde~ fire from the sweeping foroes. The 
helioopter landed and the crew ohiaf, Sgt. TORRES. departed the airorqft 
and, giving· ohase, tacklod the "Yo C. s11spect and effeoted a single­
handed oapture. At l530li a squadron aircraft sus+.ained an engine 
failure in flight. A wcoessful auto-rotatloll wns aocomplished into a 
field at BS 724885. A ro-aot1onary platoon of Ma~ines from "M" Company, 
BLT '/7 was heliliftod to the soene for perimeter defense. A squadron 
maintenanee orew wa.s flown froD the LPH and repaj,rs were suocessfully 
acoomplished and the airoraft returned to the ship at l755H. The 
ro-a.otionary pla.toon was returned to the Command Fos"t. T!:.e BLT was 
baok-loaded by boats, oompleting the "STARLITE" operations. Tho wi th­
drawa.1 was unopposed. A total of of 77.4 hours, ~86 pax., 24 med evacs, 
125.8'0# oargo, and 45' sorties were flown. 

(9) Oonolusions derived from Operation "STARLITE" are as follows: 

a. Supporting arms Vlere adequate. Helioopter esoort was available 
from MAG-l2 at Chu Lal on request. 

b •. IU though a FSCC was established ashor's, oontrol and ooordination 
of both Naval Gunfire and artillery appeared to be inadequate. Several 
near wi sses oocurred due to helioopters not hi?sing knowledge of artillery 
and NGF that were firing. 

o. Oowua.nd and Control wa.s very va.gue from ueg1nning to end. 
Although it was olep~ that III MAF had the authority to oommit SLF 

;;~.r·.gQPE1' they were oommi tted wi th(Jut CTG 78.5 being informed. The 
'to'ontrol o:r.h~l~oopter s a.lso became confusing due to the procedure of 
going direotI$""t.o'.the LPH-2 for supp~r", not being routed through a. 
oontrolling agertc~ . . 

d. Rel100pters were utilh~'d ~t:;':a;:~bO-:;hoUrper day ra.te in exceS$ of 
:5 df.l.1'S- fh1a J'~Gtilhd in an unaooeptable 'l'ow;:"te'''''~lof avail ab ilitJ • 
HeU.oop.tei' il.tilhaUQn, when pOSSible, shot+ld bep:tiepi'anned to not 
e'V$rooIiiln1t rEi~buroee'a:"'alla.ble .. 
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e. A summary of air operations 16 through 24 August 1965 with 2, 

UH-,4D's assigned is as follows: 

~ lli.!l!..Al3ILI TY .!!Q.IDl§. SORTIES .Q.~.!LGO . m MED EVAC 

18 83«% 77.1 2,2 24,500 4,6 21 
19 87 105.6 463 79,640 448 95 
20 87 156.6 687 96,750 1226 14 
21 52 130.4 591 112,739 956 12 
22 67 52.6 296 24,700 388 19 
23 79 48.2 253 23,875 270 12 
24 II ...I!..d ....!5..l 12;;~.lQ. ...2~6 2! 
TOTAL 76% 647.9 2975 488.034 4'710 197 
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