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:r"rom: (;omm.mc'linr. Officer 
To: Com"al1rli::1~ Officer, M~rlne t.ircraft f}roup-16 

Subj: t;O"l'"m~mrl ChY.'onol(y·y, 1-31 Ootober 19ff (U) 

hef: (:2.) .dp,O 5750.1 
(h) 'QG ... l5' ms!,! 190423Z AUf':6f: 
(0) ~Hri_16 (fr.uO 5150.1 

~nc1: (1) r,O"~~~nrl n"tronolo[rY I 1-31 OctoiJer 19f..f 

1. In OiCCo;r'(la.!'1ce with references (a.), (ll), .mn (e), enclosure (1) io 
sul'"('li tted. 

2. t"'h.b If+b~r 1.8 rl'!cl:."soifi~ri to !.IDch"s.Li'ien upon rerrc"al o·r 
enclos1~1.'e (1). 

Cop:' to: 
~CO, '~n. ;"l~ (Rein) 
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7 November 19ff 

Marine !'!edium Helicopter Squliloron.163 

1-31 October 19(.f 

MCAF .. HUE PRU MI, Republic Of Viet-Nam 
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1. Commanriinp- Officer and St.ff 

a. Rocco n. BIANCHI, LtCol., COr:'!'71.mr'ling Officer, 1-31 oct (-( 
b. ~oseph P. T3"PNO, 11aj., l<xecutive O.t'ficl"r, 1-31 oct ff. 
c. -anie~l v. McTlONAtn, Maj., OlJ~r~;t1.ons Offic~r, 1-31 Oct (:of 
d. Tho~s J. Cm.,rPER, Maj., M'Qterili10fficer .. 1-31 Oct f:.f 
8. Albert AYRES, 1wfrI.j., A/C 'A'~interumce Officer, 1-31 Oct (t-
1'. ,John ')7;. CAPROtt, Maj., Avirtion S:d'ety Officer, 1-31 Oct f::( 
11,. Forrest '1':. WAlKER, r~pt., Nr.TOP)3 Officer" 1-31 Oct f:(. 
h. noLr'!rt L. THIE'J, Capt., Arlrrtinistr.:.ttve Officer, 1-31 Oct (6 
i. ,rQ.m~s H. FOWLEa, Lt., USl'I ("/..KO), "e(lical Officer, 1-.30 Oct (;( 
,i. l'lo,yn \,1. ;i'JRtBlTI'" CQpt." :tnte111gence Officer, 1-31 oct a· 
k. fY';.;nk CATDHT<:Y, lot.T..t." Custorlign, f.f"C, 1-31 Oct t·r, 

Toc;-tion CoO \feAF, Rile 'Phu Bai, Republic of Vil"t. Ham, 2B-31 Oct ((­
U"s Iwo Jiroa, LPH-2, 2-27 Oct He 
Ml:'!F, Futer;a" OkiUQ~~, 1-2 Oct U, 

3. AVe:"':! "(It 1A'onthly Strength 

Marine ~!l - ...... --
nfl' FNL OfF :"fT, .. -,8 162 1 3 

4. Important Visitors 

1 Oct (f-.. ~fo%'l1'lil.l trz..linirr; oper:Jt" nns T,-~ er" conrluct~rl -'It ~·~r:AF .. Fut~""1;l. 
At 1730 hours, tuo (2) W'n aircraft trler~ launc}l('!n to oite 
1,3, w"ere thre" Tl"en 'Here re:;orterl lost. A tot.al of 15.5 
honrs were flo;m, of which 2.2 hours were flo'lrm at nif'ht. 

2 Oct (:f,.. 'l'he squanron cO~""fmced the on .. lO<1r1ing of IP""' .. 1f'3 from '";;,'2 
Futema to the nsf' Iwo .Tima, r:rH-2. The on-1oarlin? cOmenCf'!M 
ut 1.300 ann t-1;'5 secured at Sllnnown. A total of 51.2 hO'll"S 
'fJel'l'! .flown. One (1) Rirer .. ft received minor rla'"1are i:l)ile 
hn~inr: abo~l'rl ship. 
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3 Oct 6(... tfhe squadron is completely aboard the USS Two Ji1"la. Sqwadron 
activity is concentr",ted on settir'Jp' up aboarrf ship. A 
mnimllm of flirrhta ar~ flown, ~ll being ship to sho]'e Admin 
fli!!hts. A tou.l of C).( hours wer!'! f1 at.,n. 'The ship is 
unrlerway lit, 1(20. 

4 Oct ((' "" Squ;:rlron abo;rri the US::: Two Jima. One ,lir'lmin run was 
con"ucteo between USS TlJO Jima an-1 l1SS vancouver. rarrier 
qua Ufications which were Sch~~!]leil for t hI! r\lay '!-:let-I"! cancellerl 
(fue to unfavorahle winds. A tohl of 1.3 hours were flown. 

5 Oct (f. - ,Squ;;rlron aboarn the !1SS Iwo Jirrtli. Carrier qualificsrt:ons 
1,erl'! conrlucterl aurin" the morninp hours. F1 i.1!hts were 
cancellen riurinr- the afternoon nue to llnfavorable winds. A 
total of lS.L hours pere flmm. 

(; Oct (f - Squanron Rbea ril :~'\e rfSS 1wo Jima. Carrier q1.ll.lific.,t· ons 
continue dur1~ ~e day. Tnree (3) aircraft were lQunched 
on an admin run to n.anang" :~VN. Nlg-ht carrier qU;;!lific;;ltions 
were conducted. jI total of 24.£1 hours wer,. flown, of whi.-:h 
3.3 hours wer" log,Yen as ni":ht time. 

1 Oct fJ.. Squanron iiboarr'l th .. USS two Jima.. Carrier qlUi1ific~tions 
continued nurint:" the f'JiilY. Four (4) a; rcraft were huncheri 
on an admin nirht to .... aruwR, RVN. .night hours ;f'or the oi'ily 
totaleo 2tl.5. 

8 Oct (( - SqtJanl"on abo:;;,r,:! the U,c:S Iwo tTima. N.o training operations 
scherulen or flm-m. All fli-;hts flown Here an1"'lnisf:('o;tive 
in nature. Inclurlerl wa s ani.- ' TP flip,ht cgrryinf" a co~e 1. 
A total of 13.~; honrs wer~ ~'lm;jj. 

9 Oct (f.... Squ..anronAbollrrl USs Iwo Jimoo.. Carrier qualifications ~·i .. re 
conrlucterl durin? +.he n :;.y. 'T'he r""TI!aininp flivhts "N~~("~ -livirl~rl 
bet,wt'!en admini:5'~'!":ltiv8 ann test flights. /l. tOTC41 or 20.3 
h~ura were flown • 

10 Oct U - Sql.U!nron, abo:iilr0 the 158 Iwo Jima. No traininp opl'Il";;tions 
sch",,"'hllt'!o or .£'l:·'m. Inclunl')O ;':us /iI, VIP ,'lj,--ht c~rryin'" ~ 
corle 7 to Tlon!'" h.i., flVN. nne (1) 10dstic fJir"'t 1.J;.lS f1o'\-.Tn "0 

T)/imang J HVN, an,i t.'j,TO airc:e;-i ~'t were launched on an SI, 'R .,.,.,ision 
to investig.7te :;lllere" si["htin~ of a r.aft i.n the miter. S',li, 
a1rCriilft repo:rten ob.iect was not. a raft. Tobl hours flown 
perl"! 24.2. 
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12 Oct f( .. 

13 Oct (( .. 

14 Oct ff- -

l~ Oct (6 -
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:;quarlron aboard the USS Iwo JiMQ. InstrDment trainin~ 
fUF;ht scheduled but C01nrell~d due to t-r~:!;l.tl-jer. On~ (1) 
:anmin fl1f"'ht was flO1-1 to Danang, FliN. Two (2) lof"istic 
fliF'.hts 'Wer .. t'lmm to Parutnl! ani' 1'ono: Ha. One (1) fli'ht 
flown to ~"liIrble 'M"ountain, PVN, f'n .a l"'1aintfmance run. A. 
tot,a' of 25.8 hou:rs 'I'"r~ flown. "wo t~~,t harm ','er .. RlsCl 
t1ow. 

gqu~rlron aboarn ':JS,~~ Il10 J:iJ11l'1.. 'rhree fl1r-hts werl'! bunched 
on ar:tminist,r:,t,lve llIi:-;sions t.o r'onp Ea and "':l.nRng. trwo hODS 
we}"'" scherluled :..:nrl l'lo1.Jn for instrument tr~ininf!:. II total 
of 22.8 hours wer!"! florm. 

:;quadron ~bo~rn USS Iwo Jima. Three (3) a:~Ministrathe 
fHrhh T·1er.-El la,unchen to "lilmmg, RVN. '1"wo (2) fiif'hts were 
launched as an ;lnministMltivl! run betwI"en the nss Iwo Jim:;), 
;!SS Thomliiston, ~n,.1 the USs rOincouver, alopr- with conr'luctinp' 
instrumen1, traiq:ing. A toti>ll of 35.0 hours ',mr~ MOl-m. 

SqUiirlron aboard the ;JS~ Two ,Jima. Three (3) ar'lministrOltive 
runs were c()n"uc~erl to l'anpng _nr. ronf' Ha. 'rwo (2) flir1hts 
were hunch~~ con~llctil1f lnstrnment training. One an'l1in 
run was launeher:l betwee~; s tips. A total of 30.0 hours 'Here 
flown. 

Squadron aboard the USS 1110 Jima. T"lree tlirohts ,vert' 
l:.unched on arr'linistr"tiv« runs to T'ananp, 1:iVN. Two f1.i~hts 
launcherl on Qrl'linistrati'Ve runs to the ,hospital ship USf) 
Repose. (;ne fU?ht lalll1ehHd + 0 the USS 'fhotl1.!1ston .nrl F~n 
to ,Marble Hountain, rV'N or,' anmin i'lirht. One fli;rht '4<IQS 

launched to tJ rticinate in t'!'T,b;,rkation tr~bi.np' Hith the 
3/3 BLT im t.'l:e TJ'<:S TJancouv~r" OM 1'1 i>'ht ~'';' 5 c(;!Y'rri th,.l ;:,0 
an arlfl"iristrative run throul."hout the task group. Two r1ip'~tts 
flew to Camp Henshaw, TlVN, t.o pick up tWfmty (20) troaDS .['Ol~ .r 

ships creHS "bo.otrr the rr~' Two Jima. One VIP fUrht W'liS f1o~n 
betw~en the USS Two Jim;a an':; the UBS Vancouver. Po tot,al of 
37.(i he-urs r,,~t" f'] ()~'·n. / ~ 

Squlld!'on nuo"r,r' t'h~ usn TFO Jima. One ,'1i;!ht Wets l:mnchef 
on an arlmin rum to the USS Vant"ouver Oinil t' en to"an:;;:cg. 
one £11 -ht 'fins 10lunch~;4 to c.rry t he Chaplain throu"hotlt, 
the task group. One fU:"ht launched to J}Qnane: on squanron 
business. A taul of 14.2 hours were flown. 
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17 Oct (f.. Squartron abot::rr'l t !1.e HSS two Ji1TW., 'T' .. lO f' ir-hts Her~ 19unchr;t4 
on armrt nj stro<t:i,~le :runs '1'0 Dsrwnl". Fon", fliO'hts wt!re 
cC'l11'lJ'!1itted to ,,<'l1"!inistr:::.t.ivE'l runs bl"b~/O"'n shins. c1:C ,f'lir'~'+S 
cor.rlucted instrllT'l"nt '(r~dnir;~'. /" total of 20.4 ;wurs '"ere 
l'lovn. 

If Oct {('... :;qtl;rron abo:.lr~t,he USS Il-'l0 ,Hrr<J. '1'1-:0 f1ir~htf; h'ere con~ucterl 
for ",dr"linistr.:tti'r e purposes tc ~~.:niHtp:. One fli·ht. connll,r:ten 
t~stTument, tr~'i.ring. II tot:'; cf 17.1 hO:lrs 'Here flo1-m. 

19 Oct ((... ~;qu;;:dron: iltoo01rrl the U!:;:) Two Jirn~. One hop "'a" la.unched on 
a lop,istic mission to ~~ll:rble Ifo:mfain. One fli"ht to .... ,;;Jnan.:'"' 
for ~dministrative purposes. (In!'! f1:i,~'ht lau.'1cher'l for a~:i.n 
r·m between Iwo Jimlll iilfl(1 tTSS "'st.e's ir., T'ilna.ng h.~rbor. ~ tot~l 
of 20.3 fUF!.;ht hours flown. 

20 Oct a... ,~qugl~ron aboloi:rr'l USS Iwo JiM... "\/0 Q0.min flir<tts n.ol.-m +0 
"~~Il1g. One flight on 'M:;ini'f'H1Cl1"(~tD. l'll.n to M~rble "~om11.~ in. 
One test hop t,ft'S nOHn. P tcb1 of 11.2 hours flalm. 

21 Oct (f.. Squanron aboOird USS :r~ro Jimi. 'Two .flir:hts launch~,.{ en Q0M in 
rnns t.o nanang-. ~ tot~l of 11.3 hours Here flo'lm. 

22 Oct (( Squanron aboard USS Two .J1..mQ. One liaison hop flot1!1 to 
TIOllll; Ha. Tt~o ~0ministr~tive hops nO\m throufl'hol1t ~'he f,::u:.,k 
,-roup. A tcta,l of t;.h f1i~ht hours flown. 

23 Oct ({ - Squanron abo~r(l nss T.wo Ji!1a. rour Q,rmin f1 iNhts t.o ~nanp. 
l'lere flown a,lonO' ~"ith boo (J.r1min i'l :t~hts throupo'nou.t the t:::lsk 
group. One ar/'1'in rlm to "u';>bll"' f>founhlin an,l om~ VI'~ t'lir'ht 
1-lertl :b unchecl, t-rtth :it co..:le 7 3: oal"~ the laUe!'. fl t,otal of 
23.f hOL~r~ net':' :;.] ::qn. 

2h Oct II' _ Squanron abO:::l"n the TJS~ XHO .Jima. 
carry th~ Chj.1pl;dn throllfl'nout the 
.launcllf~d on iiH~~i.nistr~~t5_ve r:ms. 
hours were .floTm. 

Two flii"l .. ts CO'~rI!1t,tE'f' t. 0 

u.sk F:;rcup. 'Two hops were 
ft. total of 13.0 1.'1 il'ht 

25 Oct. ff... SquOilc'lron 'lbo;.;:,,','" the U"3 l~-{() ,Tina. THO .. rlminist~,t:],Vf'.l fli,,:,"tts 
to 'f'ananp' :f'101m. One :;vt!"'inistrnt.ive flin;ht w.rsi~1 mID rv 
T'on;r Ba. On .fll·lIt c~)r:der bloorl t.o hospit;;!l ghi!l Repose. 
"'we ",nmin runs '\-lent throuI'Tnout the telsk ProUD, anrl two, test 
hops were flo~:n. !\ total of 21.0 hours Herp. .f1oNn. 

26 Oct Gl:-.. ;!~uwlron auo .. rr1 t he US3 Iwo Jima. Amnirii'st1'Ia.'p.v.G!:: f~d.j"hts 
,"Je.re ,i'lmvn to ran:2ng, nonr Ha ann thIlI,ltrt"'hout tht; task p'roup. 
One .i'Ur.'ht on a loistic "!'!ission "'as 'flown to T1ananp;. Two 
test hops t;!e"l':'e flown. ~ tot!Jl of 2(,.5 hours were~'loml. 

4 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
3 :RMK : dl!1f!: 
57~O 
7 November 196( 

27 0f't f~ - Squa~ron ~boarrltn!! HBS two Jima.Ar.ministrative f1.irr.hts 
were flown to T1Qnanf! ~nn throuD'hout t he task r-roup. five 
.fUrThts Down tor the purpose of takinr rriwncl" ~.rty of 
3/3 Bm t.o nong lUl. One merlivac was flown to the USS Repose. 
One admin run W:'8 flown tOethe USS Valley Forge. A tot.4l1 of 
42.4 flifl,ht hours tier!'! flown. 

28 Oct '(6 - Squarlron :3boarrlnSS lwo Jima. Al] squa Iron operations were 
COIlJni ttet! to t-' ,,-. oi'1.'-10i1d:t 11r' of 3/3 1'1.T frcm ~LS Two <Tim.?, 
'f~S '1'.mcollver te. 1'on::" Ft., 'VN. A total of' 129.0 -hOHrs werp 

.t Lown. 

29 Oct 'iquar1ron .. no_ref the USS .t1oJO Jima. All squ61~ron operaUons 
co r11':1itted to t\,f' off-loi,tliq: of HM'-f-lf.3 from the IT S Iwo 
Jima to Hue Phu nai, mr~~. ~ to!-.l of 68.8 hOUl'S were flmm. 

30 oct, U - .squar~t'On lor.;,; teo at Hue Ph'l Eai, RVN. The squliIdron flew in 
both th~ T'onfl'Ja an~ Hut'! Phu ft..ai areas. OM (1) VIP hop, 
one (1) COn\!oy ."scort, ann one armen helicopter masion Here 
now. Fire Wli$ rec(->,iVf!r~ while inserting a survey tet.ml ~t 
COO1'ri n:ltes yn85?242, hm,ever, the aircraft 1Ve1'~ not hit. A 
tot31 of 3(3.7 hours 1'] e flown. 

31 Oct fF - Squt;l r1ron locate'" l~t Hu~ p~u J.;,~i. The squwlrnn flew 'in the 
"'ong !fa iin('l H71e Phu '~ai areas. Inclur\!n were one (1) non­
battl!'! meci-evac, 'hm ~rlministr.ative fJirhts, anr! on~ 
maintenan~e hop. A tot"l of 13.( hours we~'~ n.o',·n. 

1. Personnel 

a. The squ~'ron experienced Q necrease in personnel over the ~onth. 
Total number join",('l 6urinJ!: the month "rere three enlisteo, 'Jllh11 e 2 officl"'rs 
anrl 12 enliste,; l'ert'" ,-! ro!ned. 'l'he total personnel on h.am~ "5 of 31 Octo-'eT 
were ,8 of!icers ann lE2 enlisted. . 

a. No sirni1'icant events. 

3. Awarns 

'h Nine officers iltFl .fl-ve enlintefl rec~iveo :ilir mer1als l.'ith :.t tou.l 
of' tWl'm'l:.y on~ (21.) airmerallj bei ng presentea. 

b. fine en; isten 1'l::m recf"lved the P!lrple Heart ~!erlal. 
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c. )'OUl" (4) .nUn_ personnel .... awalded the eo __ t J.1rerd 

Inaip1a. ael ...... (7) enlisted pel"llOnnel ....... Good Condllct _.I'de. The 
total ft ... • t ...... tor the aon'\b were thlrtT-tbree OJ) presented trOJll 
1 - 31 Oct 66. . . , ' 

d. Dv1. t.he JIOath, tkere were titt,. (SO) enU.ted }»'01IOtion., 
and nine ottleer pI"aOtioal, ot which two were ot tield sratkt ~nt. 

1M CallQ.lt1el - .... 

S. C1 'rie Actio. • 10 I1gn11'1cant pentl, 

6. JfDNll(Welta1"8 Pl'OgJW.Il' - Jo significant. eY.at.. 

, 7. IntM"matiolllll Senice_ - 10 adgnilis nt ..... nte. 
\ 

t; IatelUcenc."eoatez-iatelU,eM • .o 10 slp1tioaat even'~. 

9. Air Operatio •• 

a. JUght SoUl" - 825.7 lour. flown 
-

b. FUgh\ellertiel.o 386 tllghtl/26!50 .,rtia. 

e. .. ... 111 .... 2h4S 

d. CarPi" 115.) ahort tOrtB 

10. Special Operation ... lone. 

n. G:rou' netaAH - 10 rignlticant .....-t •• 

12. IBO Warfare .. 10 .tenifioaat .,. .. t.. 

13. !raW. 

\ 

I. GNuM train1Jol.C tor off1clZ'S wae conducted and the .to11ow1nC 
lectur ...... pre.«1t. ... 

(1) Airoratt )JandliDg and shipboard procedure. 

(2) Watoh Btand1n& and l1ad10 Secv1V 

(3) l1ght. ehipboard operatiou eel 'lCAI prooedllNl 

(4) D1tch1l'll J'rocedurel and 'hoop • .....,..... 
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" 

(,) Illerge_ Action and E1tterul cargo "1' .. ftOI' Aetion 

(6) vater lAnding. 

b. (}rOud tra1a1ng tor enl1ateti perlOMel wa. conducted and the 
tol101d.nl It ~.were preIMnted. ' 

(1) Ships Indoctlr.l.Mt1oJl 

(2) M'-6O ,.. rtPt.ac 
(3) Ship, DriU. 

{h} ,..weal Training in Noh shop, 

(~) 1Ia,,,,dbg 

(6) )fa_I CoJ'l"espoMellc. 

(1) .I&S Cal Pistol, M19lll1, Fa l"1re 

(8) Repair and. cluning ot tl1J1eht gul' 

(9) hri'f'1ftl F..quipaent 

~ 14g18tiC,. WO signi£1cant eventa 

15. Motor !'raupoJ"tat1on - Be a1gn1f1cal'lt ..... t. 

16. Maintenance - 10 signifioant .... ant. 

17. A nonic. • 10 ligDit1clnt ''fente 

18. BU8 'Oevel.opmtn - '0 a1gn1tloant. ennta 

19. ~.ctron1Cf1 - 10 significant ... rmt8 

n. PAM mua • SUPPORTINO mCUMEm 
a. lone 
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